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~ STATE VISIT TO HOLY FATHER

A s ’
 OF PRESIDENT & PREMIER
1 OF NEW ITALY
i C:_ —
P st and Premier drove to |t} if the Lord does not build the
‘accompanisd by the Mar- | hWse they labour in vain who build it,

talian Ambassador to the
al Albert, head of the
Id, and officials of the
n ministry.
'Y HONOURS

rs were rendered at the
Ttaly and the Vatican State.
t's Syuare the party were
the Marquess Serafini, Vati
T
ident and  his suite entered
y and were escorted from
the Noble Staircase to the
Room, where the Holy Father
d them at the threshold.
F e President alone entered with His
Holiness. Their conversation lasted 45
nates. Signor de Gasperi was then
ed. Later the other visitors were
yduced to the Holy Father.
fter the andience and visit to St.
s tomb, the President returned to
* the Guistiniani Palace, where Cardinal
‘Tedeschini, accompanied by Archbishop
. Borgongini Duca, Nuncio to Italy, im-
~ mediately returned the visit.
NEW ERA BEGINS

~ After welcoming the President and
remier, His Holiness said :
~ “A pew era is about to begin and
: Ttaly, situated between East and West,
occupies a place where responsibility
escapes no one.
“Tn the meantime the people, crushed
by torment and anguish, await the work
“of their rulers to bring them from the
tarbulent present to a more tranquil
and inviting future.
“He who is conscious of the great-

will lift his eyes and heart to the Giver
of all good and invoke His help for the
Italian people and for those who have
the mission of re-elevating them and
leading them from suffering and depres-
sion to new dignity and renewed vigour
in a peace of truth and justice.

“Buat how can truth and justice fully
prevail where the Supreme Fount of
truth and justice and the very name of
God is ignored ?

VIGILANCE NEEDED

“In this work of rebirth and recon-
straction great vigilance and foresight
will be necessary, virile constancy and
imperturbable resolution to discern the
true from the false, the beneficent from
the destroying forces, the means of
health from inebriating poisons, and to
re-educate the people, whose serenity
of judgment might be disturbed by so
many sorrowful delusions, toa secure
knowledge of what really serves their
good and of what might become a well
of misfortune.

“Oin the Church falls an important
task to which she is consecrating herself
with a fervour the greater as the needs
ol the people are more impelling.

‘It is necessary that the Church shall
be assured of that complete liberty of
movement and development which
derive from the will of its Divine
Founder,

“We have full confidence that the
people and Government will stake their
hanour to show that their incorruptible
faith and the permanence and truth of
the negotiated pacts, received as a heri-

tage from their forebearers, are immi-

ness of this undertaking and who knows | table law to-day and for all times."”

—

THE LATE MR. H. G. WELLS

— - —

The death of Mr. Wells has removed
from the literary world a figure who
had suffered an eclipse for some years
and was not too happy in his efforts to
stage a come-back. Had he remained
what be was in  his earlier years, an
incomparable story-teller, with a fair
for weavipg the latest scientific dis-
coveries into his stories, he might have
had the ondivided worship of millions,
He was the Jules Verne of modern
times and his scientific romances, with
their vivid enthralling deseriptions, will
live for many a day, while his more
pretentious works will be [forzotten.
But Wells developed another strain; he
pelieved he had been gifted with a
Meesianic spirit, that he was to be the
prophet of the new world which science
was creating and in this mood he wrote
his “Outline of History” and “Science
of Life.” The "Outline which hada
great popblarity, shaws forth Well's
remarkable abilities, his vivid imagioa-
tion, his facility for picturesque phras-

e ing, his intensity, his deft characteriza-

what ought to be a huge picture ; but
it ic not history, as Belloc pointed out
2 at ths time of its publication. It

& just that econception of history  which | his readers with,
tire muddle-beaded materialist of today | ..., and My, Polly will remain

- as its foundation yon have | ° . 1 >
:I:: Eﬂ.‘:z?::ian theorfy nwhilcl? hvn'-‘. !;F:Jf;’mu{:h else that be has written will be| il men read the
exploded again and again by scientists
of note but which, like all scientific

despotisms, dies hard, Furious when
attacked, as he was by many discerning
critics who refuse to accept the domin-
ance of matter over mind, Wells went
on in the same strain endeavouring to
portray the future of mankind on the
ovolutionary hypothesis of its origin.
Of his last book so Hoted a critic as Sir
John Squire could only say that it was
the production of an old man's brain
and must be accepted as such, Wells's
hatred of the Church was almost patho-
logical,
verted he wrote to the New Wilness
that he "hated the Church of Rome but
envied her G.K.C." Some two years
ago he cut a very ridiculons fgure by
openly advocating that Rome should

tion, his capacity to sketch in outline | mare balanced

15

be bombed and destroyed. Fle saw the
Church as Public Enemy No. I because
he perceived that she i5 the formidable
epemy of the determinist conception of
life, Wells hated to be opposed ; an
unhappy marriage and continugd ill-
‘hrdall_h increased his state of irritation
and he lashed out in language which a

disdained. - Let us hope the dust ol
! controve will be forgotten in the

rsy
wonderful entertainmient he has provided

1
sonsigned to Limbo, His fate
fike that of Canon Doyle';

When Chesterton was cons

OUR LADY’S CO

'It was considered an extraordinary
thing by the people of Lourdes, in that
famous February of 1858, that Berna-
dgtte’s Lady should address the little
girl from the old Cachoet in such words
as : “Would you do me the favour of
coming here for fifteen days 2"

‘Who on earth wonld, say to such a
little urchin :  “Would you do me the
favour” ? Exactly: who, on earth,
would | It was because the Lady of
Lourdes was not of earth that she did;
it was because she was the mother of
the most gracious Ferson that ever was
that she spoke in such gracions langn-
age, Like son, like mother.

The Lady's courtesy did uot stop at
forms of address; it was capableof more
subtle and more purposeful flights.

On many occasions, in obedience ta
the promptings of her own heart as well
as in obedience to her superiors, Bernoa-
dette had asked the Ladv her name and
the Lady had vouchsafed no reply. It
was not until March 25 that she declar-
ed hersell, and in doiug so she made use
of a sentence that strikes oddly on the
gar, Shesaid; "I am the Immaculate
Conception,” and thereafter, wise men
thamped their brains to find out in
what sense the Mother of Christ could
<o describe berself. That the concep-
tion of Our Blessed Lady was imma-
culate we know; it is a doctrine defined
by the Church. But'the Church does
not teach that Our Lady 1s het own
conception, and her use of such expres-
sian leayes room for puzzlement.

Yet it may be that this odd septence,
in which the mother of our Redeemer
chose to declare her identity, is no more
than an example of that perfect conr-
tesy that must have been the character-
istic of the home at Nazareth. The
Lady on the rock of Massabielle was
not concerned, on that Anpunciation
Day, to teach Bernadette dozmatic
theology; she had quite other and

| simpler aims.

Observe how her answer to Berpa-
detle’s question has two qualities ; it is
unambiguous and it is improbable.

The words “Immaculate Conception”
had been used by Pope Pius 1X only
four vears before when he had defined
the doctrine of Qur Lady's having been
conceived without the stain of original
sin; thase words thenceforward wauld
become a consecrated expression be-
longing wholly to Mary and would be
used of oo other,

URTESY PROVED

BERNADETTE’S TRUTH

And so, when the Lady in answer to
Bernadette said : "I am the Immacul-
ate Conception,” everybody knew pre-
cisely what was meant ; it was so
unambiguons as to leave no doubt that
the little Soubirous girl, reporting what
the Lady bad said, was claiming on the
Lady's behalf that she was the Queen
of Ieaven herself.

Then why did Our Blessed Lady not
say plainly : "I am Mary, the mother
of Jesus Christ'? That would have
been equally unambiguous. ladeed it
would, but it would not have bad that
other quality of being improbable. The
Lady knew very well that there wonld
be people, in Lourdes and elsewhere,
ready to affirm that Bernadette was a
fraud who was, perhaps, being coached
in her part by wunscrupulons persons
wishing to make profit ont of a vision-
ary. Very well; then the Lady, on
Bernadette’s behalf, would deal with
those people in her own simple " but
most effective way by talking in 2
fashion that human wisdom would dis-
coutitenance,

Imagine, for a moment, that Berpa-
dette was the tool of frands and that
the time had com2, in their judgment,
for the imaginary Lady to give her
name; someone suggests that Bernadette
should report her as having said ;1
am the Immaculate Conception.” The
suggestion is immediately rejected on
the plea thatit does not make seose,
and some find high sounding title is
chosen as a RAtting wind-up to the so-
called visions, Such might be human
wisdom, * '

en.
she did, she was carefnl about two
things, She was at pains first to

establish her own identity, and to that
end she spoke in manner guite uuar_nbi~
guous; and she spoke also in a manner
quite improbable because she was at
pains, secondly and with such charming
courtesy, to demonstrate and safeguard
tha truthfulness of her not very learned
little friend Bernadette Soubirous who,
as all were aware, could not out of the
abundance of her unlearning Lave
thought of such a sentence.

[t was the loyal natare of the Lady
land her noble mind hending themselvgs
to protect the beloved.

Like Son, like mother.

e ——

character would have

when | o

will be
Sharlock | many years

“Phose who are now working out the
| blugpeints of the new order should
realize in time that small ownership is a
necessary foundation of a lasting order,”
said Vatican Radio in Eunglish, “The
‘I'i[;'ll of propecty means the right aof
many to own a little,

| faw wrongfully to corner the livelibhood
of millions, Propaganda has long heen
busy cleverly mas the trae

10

f propecty and concentrating attention

not the right of a

nature

" VATICAN RADIO ON ECdeMli:' ORDER

| principl# itself. The Church has no
support the present state of
things as if it were the expression of
God's will, or to protect at all gosts the
rich and the plutacrat against the poor
and the have-not. The Church has
always been the guardian of the poor
and the oppressed against tyranny of
the powecful, and has always defended
the wotkers against injustice. : The
Church wants to see property as it 1510

wish to

(4] 4
|0n the abuse of property, 50 that the|God's plan for man—a norrpnl thmlg
|term ‘property’ has for many almost | for ordipary men to bsownersina %mal
| corme b mean the abuse and not the|way. She fears to sea great riches

dominate private and public econpmy,

[ifps, Tor = | 1 o
Kifibas Aons By | t{nlmes remiains while the " History of

| Spiritualism’’ bas been forgotten.
scientific
and the political £
to come.— The Examiners

So
romances
novels of Wells for

and innumerable multitudes of men
deprived of the security they would get
from possessions of their own, ready to
seryve any party, slaves of any promise
of bread and security.”

Of other sort is the wisdom of Heav-
When Our Blessed Lady spoke as
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ENGAGEMENT

The engagement of Antan Machado,
laffoa to Angeline Gomes, I\:egmnhn 15
announced and the marriage will take
place on Wednesday the 11th Sept.
1946 at St. Mary's Chureh, Negombo.

Vacancy Asst. Supdt of
Food Control Guards.

nted applications for one post of ~Asst,
ngl. anf %r:md Control Guards; salary
Rs, 75- plus war allowance. Applications
close on 14:9-46. For details please see
Govt, Gazatte of 6:9-46.
M. SRIKHANTA,
for Deputy Food Contreoller,
The Kachcheri.
Jafina. 2nd September, 1946.

Church Calendar

SEPTEMBER 1946

FRI, b S, Elautherius.

SAT. S, Regina.

SUN, .8 13 P.—NATIVITY OF B,V.M,
MON. ...2 S, Gorgonios,

TUES, .10 5. Nicholas.

AED. ..ll1 S, Rosalia.

CHUGRS. v..12 5. Hyacinth,
FRY. 13 Holy Name of Mary.

@he (!Ea:tllnlilr @narhi.:n_

e
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MEANING OF THE
GREEK VERDICT

. Greece has been in the news
~ of the week in connection with

o ._t;_he__ plebiscite held to decide

whether it is to remain a mon-
or to becomea republic.
ugh a small country at the
ity of the Balkan penin-
by reasons of its strategical
3 on the result of the plebis-
C s awaited with much

inferest and anxiety. Happily
3% peace of the country, and
ay add, of the world, the peo-
)y a vast majority —75%,voted
the King. Those who are
sed to the return of the
. the Communists.

1ain strength is the sup-
ey receive from the Soviets,
[ gium, too, it is the parties of
the Leit who are against the King
‘and the Leftists seem to think that
4 republican form of government
ap ﬂa::ihes to the Commun-
istic, ideal of no-government,

The Communists in Greece and

their supporters in Russia are

greatly disappointed by the out-

come of the plebiscite "and con-

test the validity of the voting.

They allege that a result so fay-

aurable to the King was obtain-

ed by terrorism and intimida-

tion. But the Communists should

I the ‘last to make such a

charge. _ They are past-masters

In creating terrorism and inti-

midation during  elections in

order to . install Communistic re-

gimes. Their sinister action in

Eastern Europe bears out what

" Wesay. The British who were
greatly concerned in the result
of the voling took steps to

One can understand the bitter
disappointment and anger of
Stalin at the turn of events.
aim is world domination for world
Communism and a wvietory in
Greece would have greatly faeili-
tated the attainment of his objec
[tive. At the moment the Soviets
lare dominating the Balkan pen-
insula with the exception of
Greece and are aiming at the
control of the Dardanelles
jointly with the Turks. Turkey
has rejected their demand. Had
Greece voted for a republic and
became a Communist State with
Stalin " as its real ruler he could
with success bring pressure on
Turkey and get control of the
Straits giving  exit from the
[Black Sea ; his next step would
be the control of the Persian Gulf
giving exit to the Indian Ocean.
Thus, Stalin would gain a hold
upen the tweo important lines
of world communication and ina
sense be the master of the world.
The Greek verdict at the polls
has baulked his sinister ambi-
tions for time but the Commun-
ists are not going let Greece to
live in peace.

EDITORIAL NOTE

New Electoral Divisions.—
The first part of the report of
the Delimitation Commission
setting out the different consti-
tuencies was issued last week-end
and has been made official by
being proclaimed by the Officer
Administering the Government
of Ceylon. It provides for 89
divisions five of which are multi-
ple-member constituencies. They
are Colombo Central returning
three members and other four,
each retnrning two members, [t
is to be seen how far the position
of any of the minority "com-
munities gets improved . hy
this device. It was meant for
their benefit. We must withhold
comment on this first part of
the report as the second part
wherein the members of the De-
limitation Commission give rea-
sons to justify their action is to be
made public shortly. In the mean-
time it is reported that the Mus-
lims are greatly disappointed that
their interests have been over-
looked. They asked, they say,
for twelve seats and have got only
four. But, after all, the Mus-
lims are only a religious group.
A member of any community
could become a Muslim by em-
bracing Islam. Christians too
are a religious group, Though
they are far more .numerous
they did not expect to have
twelve seats. What their for-
tunes are is not known, but we
are not perturbed. Much will de-
pend on Christians themselves.

see  that the eclections were
carried out in a4 regular way.

_I'5ut what nust strike one as
strange is that the sympathies
of Mr, Di S Senanayake on

this are with the Muslims, and

i ¥ Sunda:yv {-jm.*;pr:l Storfr

His | The Healing of the Ten Lepers, |

| “Were not ten made clean ?

And where are the nine 2"

(Luke XVII. 17)

At a spot far removed From the
crowded towns, ten lepers bad assem-
bled to meet Christ, the Man who “went
about doing good.” Common misfor-
tune bhad drawn them together, for one
of them was a Samaritan.

Seeing Jesus turp to go into the town,
| they hobbled as near as they dared, and
together with one accord cried ; '[esus,
Master, have mercy on us.” Jesus saw
them and asked them to show them-
selves to the priests, They heard His
command. Though they were not
healed, they knew that in doing His
bidding they would be rewarded. And
hehold as they went their limbs became
whole and supple, The dread signs of
leprosy were pone. They were cured,

They were happy men that evening.
In their joy they ran into the village to
celebrate their good fartifng with friends.

Not for the first time in the life of
Jesus was the Man who had done s
for them forgotten. There was

exception—the Samaritan, He hadiho
friends in this Galilagan town to rejoice
with. As he realized what had been
done to him, his thoughts went back to
Him who had cured him. His heart
was grateful. He hurried back to thank
Jesus,

Jesus bad not left the spat. The
people were around Him. Into the
midst of this throng, shouting his joy
as he came, rushed the poor. Samaritan,
In a moment he was down at the feet
of the Master, pouring ont his gratitude.
Jesus let the good man have his way,
Gratitunde bad not been top common an
experience in His life. He wonld allow
Himself this consolation. Still it was
a consolation with bitterness attached.
He bad healed ten; one only had thonght
of thanking Him; and that one was not
of the house of Israel.

And Jesus answering said : ““Were not
ten made clean ? And where are the
nine ? Thefe is no one found to return
and give glory to God but this stranger.”

Still the man must have a yet greater
reward. In generosity Jesus will never
be outdone. He had been healed; his
cure should be confirmed. And He
said to  him : "Arise, gothy way, for
thy faith hath made thee whole."

We should learn from this miracle of
healing to be grateful for the gifts of

proportioned to our petitions. For, as
St. Bernard remarks, “We are impor-
tunate in order to receive, we are uneasy
until we have received, and when our
petitions are heard and answered we are
thankless.”

(Readings from Archbishop Goodier)

IN MEMORIAM

Fr. Michael Jules Sebastian
Blachot, 0.M.L.

Revd. Fr. M. Blachot of holy me-
mory, passed away to his eternal reward
on the 21st of April, 1921, Thus 25
years have rolled away since his
demise, Hisis a name redolent with
all the fragrance of priestly sanctity,
a name lovingly cherished by thous-
ands of Catholics in Jaffna. His brothers
in Religion, deeply mourned his death-
Their saintly exemplar was gone, The
Aloysians shed bitter tears. Their
tender Father, and angelic guide had
fled beyond the portals of death.

Born at Verney, in the Diocese of
Grenoble “in Frauce, Michael entered
Seminary as a little boy, made his
perpetual vows as an Oblate at 22,

o |to contemplate that life, in the ]tgl:t -

God, and to let our thanksgiving be :

Not only the British hut the | he is the future Prime Mini
peace-loving cople he | dnclared i
o, 2 Lna O the| Has he not apenly declared that
orld have hem:hti_._md the | politically there are no M uslims
:;;:rrin:l of the Greeks, Onlno Tamils f'uu\'lwr.'c no

3 £ 1 : o ot SN et ; SR
.rt, ot'h(,: , iand l.{lr.. b'{vlt'.lb|Lumi:).::-:.n-. inthis Island 7 AQ
:h:_t R:,ut muc:: disappointed lare Ceylonese and op this as-
e A euter ICrll les to say I«h'cfl':suam_ation he fought for pure ter-
L‘ : ov was  leaving EI}:; _ Paris | ritorial representation.  Further.
‘-onierence to consult Stalin andimore, he has swern that as all ar
one (?f the points of discussion, Ceylonese all '-Villl .'D(‘-I ilrr‘ailf%tlﬂ
Iiﬁi?cmmtrmd]' _1““11 be the Soviet |exactly alike, | lence, what need
Em- ty‘ owards Greece and to|there is for sympathies and w-h.v
Fatean opposition to a right-|(he Muslims should be disquiste,
KNG etk 1 slims should be disquieted
3 gime I that countiy.!we cannot understand.

Of
by,

i (4]

was ordained priest at 25, came to
Jalfva as a missionary at 25, and was
| sent as priest in charge of Akaraipattu
at 29, when the ardent and zealous
missionary, bad thal active career, cut
short all too suddenly, by falling into
a well at dead of night,. and that,
when he was out to minister to one,
at the point of death, He was taken
out next day, all but dead,

vidence, yet, Fr,: Blachot's 40 years
ing} borne with saintly meekness;

the, Loormous work that he performed
from his bed of illness~—a veritable Cross

Inscrautable are the ways .of Pro-|

| .
|salvation of souls, reveal one tremend=

|ous fact: that he was a prieat of
| Christ's predilection, called to'rare and
especial vocation; a vocation within a
vocation,—a vocation  to offer vicaripus
suffering, for the salvation of thousands
around him, 2

From his sick bed be was diracting
hundreds, alonz the path of virtue, He
founded the Confraternity of St. Aloy-
sius for the Altar Boys' was the director
of the Apostleship of Prayer, was the
| Diocesan director of the Confratarni-
ties, of the Holy Face, of the Hnty
Rosary, of the Holy Secapulars, and
others, He wrote hopdreds of letters
every year to the members of these
Confraternities, and was assidoous in
fostering an ardent devotion to Holy
Mass, to Holy Eucharist, to the Holy
Souls in Purgatory and a love for P,

-

spiritual reading. If one should ask "
me, if Fr. Blachot bad performed <
any miracle while on earth, 1 shoul 3
not hesitate to point out, what 1 hat + -‘».

mentioned ahove, as the greatest
cle of his life. How a stri
broken invalid conld bave performed
all that, must remain something of
a mystery, unless of course, we learn

of the Cross on Calvary.

The deep love and veneration
which we hold Fr. Blachot's m
at times prompts us to ask
whether, a time will ever 3,
the sanctity of one, who was pop
known as “The Saint of the No:
will ever be recognised by the Chur:
Well, Holy Mothet the Churel
can speak on that. But there is noth
to prevent us, prayiog in secref
that intention. A

in

Mass and N‘igl.h.!'
at Birth of Na

The only Catholic
now dn independent na
public of the Philippine:
inaugurated on July 4th, wi
the United States! High
publicly proclaimed th
of the Philippines on b
dent Truman. July 4t
Independence Day. A
the United States since
lippines were given a

‘| Independence in 19

pines. On behal
of America, 1 her
Independence of
n self-gov

Seventy per cent
population of 12} millions
Catholic Faith, Therea
astical provinces, 12
prefectures.  There is an
Delegate at Manila, T
The birth of the worl
the Republic of Philig
ed with a night vigil &
Sacrament in Mz
Church, culminating on
pendence Day  with
brated by the Apostalic De
bishop Piani, and Masses
the islands. e
 The Catholic preparatic
pendence Day began severs
with Mass Benedictio
in the gymnasiam of S
versity, one of the princ
camps doring the Jap
Fresent at the Ma
Roxas with members of
the Supreme Court.
During Benediction,
Moran read the mﬁw
mending the Philippines
culate Heart of the Ble

as Patroness of the

%

of subsequent life of pain and soffer- aati

. L3
Yoy

£y apiit b

to which he remained nailed—for thel,
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President :  Ayur. Dr, James Nichn-‘ St. John's Ambulance Assncim'

; p 3 REGISTERE ) - -
lﬂE{r!..L-hg; (Mdﬂ_dl‘ﬂ?j.m L | tion, —The following boys from S.P.C. : RED EXPRESS
ice=President : 1.5, Aseervathain, | have passed the First. Aid Examination « Office of the Urban Council,
Teacher. |N]’r. A. Antony, Probationary Cadet Sy- Jaifna, 3rd Sept, 1946,

Lt e, t Joint Secs. :  Messrs.(5. Pathinather, | perintendent  was the In continuation of my letter No. B.A
; hliéT_DPlng ﬂag__ 151 Head Teacher & B, . ‘-_\fIarianayagam: Arnlpragasam, N: lnh;ﬂh 1;?1;)::;{::;“"3- 237/46 of 22u4d August 1946, | havcl tﬁ
il s saye_rg:gln Teac_har.. - N. Kulendran, C. A, Antony, A. Racish’ Stal‘ﬁlthat | have received protest from
i'.?t‘ 108 politically Joint Treasnrers :  Messrs, G. Nicho- |C. Pakiajeevar, C, Pakianesar, F I the Member for Chundikully Ward and
ﬁhﬁgg f’g;;‘:ype‘;}-c\:gt las, Teac_hax & 5. James, 'l:exf::her. I;'ancra*;. (G. C. Sebastian, J. l'}ucr»rge..a'\: f,l:,; C:’i;mré;. a“th,{lriti“ against th.E EEEEs
fldesy of the Catholic _Pllbl.ll!ﬂlion of Official Doen- | E. A. Joseph, A. F. Xavier, P. Vethana- & Ei a Cinema Hall on the site pro-
; Lt ments. —The draft of a proposed ordi |¥agam, 5. Kankes, M, Kathircamana- mfjﬁh: ;
nance to provide immunity from civil or | tBan, I. M. Thiruchelvam, J. Archilies, buil I_L'”f""‘! 1 request you mot to start
criminal proceedings in respect of the 1. Alfred, J. Antany, M. Balasingham & iding operations as in view of the

publication or reproduction or official | L+ Christian, aforesaid protest I bave decided not to
grant you licence for running a Cinema.

d cheerful bearts
independence as a

e "
ﬂ#ﬁwnﬂ“‘ mercy. documents, has been Gazetted. _ Muoslim League to Appeal to
_ The object of the bill is to provide | Russia ?—The appointment of “a S B I){')i\TNAMBﬁLAM‘
immunity from civil or CEiminF{! pro | powerful delegation by the All-Tndia Mt C. S R Chatnsba .C.
ceedings to persons concerned in the | Muslim League to proceed immediately ke Sr 00 SABRSHNAYtDY,
pul?l:r.‘aAtmn of any official document,|to Russia to place its case and secure 2843 otanley Rondilefinn:
i whmlh 15 ordered by the Governor to be | her support to the cause of the Indian AR =) i
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 INDIAN NEWS

The Indian Interim Government as-
sumed office on Monday at 11 a.m.

Headed by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
six Congress leaders arrived at the
Viceroy's House shortly bel_mvl_ 11 to
take the oath of allegiance, of office and
of secrecy in the Council room.

Shortly after the ceremony the Vice. |

rov and members of the new Go?'{&l'n-
ment came out to meet the Press. They
were then taken to the Secretariat,
where they were introducen! to the
members of the staff, after which they
went ta their respective Departinents,

Sardar Baldev Singh, S5ir Shafaat
Abhmed Khan, Mr. Chakravarti Raja
gopalachari, Dr. John Matthai and Mr.
C. H. Babha were unable to be pre-
sent. Pandit Nehru took charge of
their portfolios until they are able to
take charge themselves.

On the eve of taking office, Pandit
MNebru in a statement thanks his friends
i India and overseas for their greetings
and good wishes on the formation of a
Provisional Government, and says :

"I feel in no mood to congratulate
myself or the others, for we have yet to
reach our -goal and the path s stll
difficult.

“Though unused to prayer, itisina
prayerful mood that 1 approach this
task, fervently hoping for the co-opera-
tion of all my countrymen in facing the
difficulties ahead.

“I regret deeply that the Muslim
League has chosen a difficult path, We
shall continue to hope for their co-
operation and the door will always be
open.
~ “This business concerns all, and we
‘Would be unworthy of the people’s con-
fidence if we functioned in a narrow
way, sesking the good of particular
- groupsor parties and  forgetting the

larger good of the nation.

_© "My colleagues and 1 go forward as
Indians, thinking of India and working
for India's freedom and the emancipa-
tion of the masses. \We have answered
the call of destiny, which has conspired
to'test us, with courage and faith in
India’s future, The dream of India's
freedom beckons to us and sesms ta be

- mearer realisation. May we prove worthy
servants of India and her people.'

Buddhists Invite Bishop
To Speak in Temple

Bishop Ready, CSC, of Columbus,
U.S5. A., who with Bishop O'Hara of
Buffalo, is now investigating the position
of the: Church in Japan, speaking, in
an ancient Kyoto temple, told-a group
of Buddhist abhots of the

message of

peace he has brought with him from
the Holy Father,

The Bishop spoke in the temple at

the invitation of the abbaots,
presented  Japan's
sects,

“We would like to have your advice
on present conditions,” Abhot Hashi-
moto, of Nish'rl-longanj] Temple, told
Bishop O'Hara. “We would be ver
glad to co-operate with the Catholic
Church in the struggle against evi] ip
the modern world,"

who re-
leading Buddhist

. . 1 " | -
| Courit Otani, of the Nishi i-lnn[:anji|UD a long list of disputed cases bhat | Post.War RECOHStI’UCtIOI’I

glad to
|_.!

sect, replied: “We are most
bear the Pape's great nessage
peace, Inspired parich leaders of Japan's
Buddhists, though differing with Cath-
|olies in belief, agree with them re
| garding the evils now prevailling.
Spokesmen for the Higashi, Hong-
anji and Shingdn sects also welcomed
the Bishop's address. A Shingon abbot
told how pre-war Japanese followers of
Shinto and Buddhism put complete
| faith in their gods,
FAITH SHAREN
“Now, after Japan's defeat, their
religious sentiments are shaken," he
Isaid. "“They bave found their religion
|insufficient. Listening to Your Ex-
cellency we are encouraged to remew
our interest in spiritual  things.”
After the conference, Count Otani
presented gifts to the Bishop and all
the Buddhists. were photographed with
their Catholic visitors in the temple
courtyard,
Bishop Ready reached Kyoto the
day after the conference. He had been
visiting in Nagoyva and Osaka.
Kyoto is the headquarters of the
Prefecture of Kyoto which in entrust-

ed to the Maryknoll Missioners, It
s also the capital city of Japan's
Buddhists The Honganji sect of

Buddbists, numbers 12,000,000 and
the Shingon sect numbers 9 million.—
(NCWC,)

“WHY I BECAME A

| the Church had

found only two or three, including
Honorivs and Liberins, came into the
doubtiul category, On these two cases
he completely satisfied himself that the
charges were not substantiated. By now
he had got over his three main hurdles
apd he decided he must do something
about it, But he was oot ready far the
jump., Everybody who bad come into
some great difficulty,
His was Pacifism. He had written a
book on the organized peace movement
and he could not reconcile the Church's
attitude on War. Again he had recourse
to Aquinas. He found there the answer
to the prablem of a just war. His diffi-
culty was solved and he made his way
to Fr. Nagel of Brentford. “He put
into my hand the toughest and most
difficult book I have ever read in my
life—the penny catechism,” said Mr.
Bealess He was received into the
Church by that priest,

Books and Magazines

Text books are still rare. But send
us a list of whatever books or peflidi-
cals you require from Colombo, 0
single firm may supply all of them WBut

our men will comb Colombo for them,

Do not hesitate to send us your in-
quiries about anything you want from
Colombo, be it a watch, a fountain pern,
a tie, kerchief, shoes, articles toilet,
tinned provisions, confectionery, cutlery,
or bardware—anything. Give us a trial,

CATHOLIC”

Mr. A.C. F. Beales, Lecturer at
King’s College, London, and prominent
member of the Sword of the Spirit
Movement said that he was brought up
as an Anglican byt in a rather unattach-
ed sort of way with nothing doctrinal or
dogmatic about it. At 15 years of age
he had reached the stage of “contemptu-
ous indifference” which lasted until
1934, an indifference in which none of
the religious problems bothered him
because he thought they had not the
slightest importance, He came to know
two Catholics, one his financee and the
other Fr. John O'Brien at Twickenham,
who bad been a close friend of her
family from youth.

Something “providential” then hap-
peped to him, After the university
course he was unemployed for a year.
He had plenty of time of reflection and
started “reading himself into the Cath-
olic Church.” But during the whole
twelve months he was jmever ‘‘got-at”
by his Catholic friends for which he
was grateful. He had read Newman’s
“Apologia” but did not see in it much.
more than a  brilliant piece of writing,
but now read it again, this time with a
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different effect. Newman, however,
had the advantage over him in that he
started with the conviction of the exist.
ence of God, This was Mr. Beale's
first hurdle,

“Then I went through that large
series of pamphlets which I called the
Catholic  Truth Seciety's two-penny
dreadfuls,” be said. They took him
much farther and deeper, Still pursu-
ing the trail be tackled the great French
writer, Etienne Gilson and that led him
to St. Thomas Aquinas, He went
through the famous five proofs which
convinced him intellectually, but he had

‘Then as 20 Buddhist leaders

: sat | -7 P :
attentively with us in the (Rl | Divinity of Christ was the second hur=
timbered, matted-floored temple rrlum.ldlp'

Bishop O'Hara told them:
“I bave come hers ag a Cathalie, 1
bave been sent here tq bring to all of
you Japanese people a mcssage'qi peace
from the Pope, a message |
deliver in the vVery wonds aof Chrisg:
“Peace | leave with you, Naot as rh-_:.:
world giveth do I give unto you.”
Bishop O'Hara asked the B
leaders in the name of the fund
virtues to which Buddhits and Catholics |
are. devoted,, to form a common front
against materialism and imimarality,

want o]

rddhist |
amental

""'We appeal ospecially to you," the |
Bishop said, “to stress the Impartance |
of respecting the rights of the family |
as the basic unit of society, Anti-humap |
and immoral doctrineg now are spread. l
mg all over the warld in an effort to|
'mpose divorce: and birth control on
mankind. These two ideclagies are
absolutely against human pature and |
Divine Law," l

"previons Pope had said ? He looked

to probe further and it brought him to
the problem—was Christ God ? The
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He went back to Newman who had
said that the book that had helped him
was Dr. Paley's “Views of the Eviden- |
ces of Christianity,” From Paley, Mr.
Beales went to the' (Gaospels themselves,

1-_!::|-_-:1c1 them carefully night after
night and emerged from that reading
Uiterly convinced that either Christ was

what He said [la was—God Incarnate
or else He was mad. Renan's argu-
ment that Christ was merely a pood
man was inadmissible. Then came the
third burdl=, "“When vou have esta-
pin;hcr! the existence of God and the
Divinity of Christ thg thing that matters
most 1s whether the Catholic Church

1S the Church of Christ,” | said Mr.
Beales. He had learned enough o
know that it would have to be the

Catholic Church ar nothing, Newman
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