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BLOCKING THE ROAD
T0 RECOVERY
—

True itis that the
masses have now begun 1o
move about freely from
place to place; work s
going on without interru -
ption This is as far as life
is concerned with everyday

affairs.

But the road to recovery
is being blocked.

On the one hand, the
brusqueness of bureaucracy
makes rehabilitation a moc-
kery: programmes and
plans rerain as reading
matter Like unto t"e jolly
good fellow, the hair dre-
.sser, keeping a number
of clients in suspense ser-
ving them in instalments,
the paymaster gces op
paying grants of recom-
pensation by bits.

On the other, the mons-
ter of corruption has
reared its ugly head, bri-
bery and corruption. have
now become a national
venlure, so much so, that
‘he offenders cannot be
raced with precision.

The chain of curruption
is long and lingering,

The question arises; who
has beea rehabilitated, the
applicant or the middleman

There are instances
where owners of buildings
that had been razed fo
the ground are kept waiting
while those who had only
scratches by shelling have
been readily rcompensated,

Indeed the process of
Providing recompensation
is lopg winded and la bori-
ous, but if eorrupt pra-
cfice makes the process
more complicated the bene-
fit of aid becomes mere
mockery;

The road (o Tecovery
must In the first instance
be made clean that is, it
should be kept clear of
curruption,
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THE HINDU NEW YEAR
AN OLD TRADITION

{ CONTRIBOTED )

The old order doth change; certainly it yieldeth
place to the new. This is an axiomatic truth in the sense
that human yearning is for fresh and further pastures.
Unlike distance lending enchantment to the new, near-
ness of a new hope alse brings in charm and delight,

Now’ just as the term New is pregnant with
meaning, so also what we call ‘year’ has its varied
expositions, depernding on the different methods of

computation.
Normally, the time that is occupied by the Earth
in one revolution round the Sun is named the year,
Hewever, ancient astronomsrs have had recourse (o
different methods in estimating the time taken by Cele-
stial Bodies in recovering their. relative positions.

In any event, the occurrence of a significant occa-
sion that mark; a new look, a new hope, a new resolution
has been accepted asa reality by all  astronomers
and religious bodies in the preparation of almanacs.

Hindu conception, it has been accepted
upiversaily, that the Sages and Seers had been
favoured with Divine Inspiration to evolve astronomical
theories. To this exclusive circle of pifted sooth-sayers
belong several mutually differing gronps. Hence, there
is always room for conflict in the calculations of the

In the

movement of Celesiial bodies, There is one major
class of astronomers cum astrologers that entirely
depend on Divine wutterances for their study of the
stars. Equally so, another class would silely be guided
by instant computation according to established scient-
ific researches. The Hindus, therefore, are always
placed in the unavoidable dilemma of being unable

to be definite in their choice of the correct time of
the New Order replacing the Old.

The Sun and the Earth and also the Maon figure
preponderingly in the study of the movement of Cele -
stial Bodies. The significance of the Moon is seen ip

the expressions - The Lunar Month - The Lusar Year,
It will, there®ore be unhelpful if any lay men
should attempt to solve this riddle or a rider, Suffice
it would be to aceept the concepis that govern
the dawn of a New Year.
The Hidus in general belie e tYat the Sun is

recovering it previous apparent relalisn to the fixed
stars does so at a particular time calculated to the
minutest details of seconds and split seconds. And
the Zodiac presents itsell for conjuring. ARIES, the
first constellation pictured asa fascinating Ram takes
pride of place and the month of April on or about
the thirteenth or fourteenth day, gains special signi -
ficance. Here again, the Sup isa matter for astrono-
mical and astrological Pandits to determine.

The most popilar religious denominations have

all expressed in their scriptures the divine serenily
of the occasion of the mew year, whatever may ba

the method of arriving at the accepted time and day
of the year. ‘
In certain  Hindu interpretations of Days of

Divinity, the Zodiacal Constellation, Capricorn, the
teath sign, depicied as 'Goat' assumes priority and
the univeally adoned Thai Pongal is credited with
the glory of New Year.

Here again the Christians also have common
news - the Christmas in December and the Easter
in March-April. |he Moon has a majestic place jn
Mehammedanism where the New Moon is the iguding
star. Th: Buddhjsts pin their hopes and faith  on
the Full Moon, The Hindus, however, see a religious
significance in both the New Moon and the Full
Moon.

The Crescent Moon, the infant streak on the
third phase after the New Moon is 8 much sought
after vision for the Muslims as well as the Hindus.

We have, therefore, to deal with the peculiar
privilege of enjoying something new. When we say X
ISnow a n:w man, the pcwness hasan invigorating
idea. The New World, the New Woman - these are
ideas that disclose advancement, freedom and inde —
pendenc:,

certainly
succeeding
hnpes

When we speak of the New Year we
mean the period precading and the week
as the first few days linger on  with lovely
and laudable ideas.

The Hindus g» much more than the theoretical
aspect of the New Year. They must Expressa  sense
of gratitude to the Supreme and in this case the
Sun, the visible Providence, becomes their special deity
The New Year then means that everything must be

new, The dwelling place bzcoms=s divinely  radiant.
Everything fresh enters the forum for prayer. The
provisions are plenty. The hearth takes a heaveniy

look. The fire acquires mythical majesty and is worsh-
ipped first. The fuel is hand picked, the household -
becomes a congregation and the House - lord and
the Houe - lady place the fuel in the appropriate dir-
ection facing the Resplendent Sua and the new pot is
placed reverently with water brimful and milk strea-
ming. The c.mphor is lit and the fuel begins to  glow;
within a, few minules the water reaches its boiling
point and the milking foam floats hither and thither
setting up the houschold thinking and praying that it
descend delightfully discharging itself on the North-
Eastern edge as ahappy augury of all happiness, health
and hospitality to reign supreme during the ensuing year.

Then follews other similar religious observances
and the house - huld offers the pew food with ali
humility to the Sun and thereby to the Supreme Lord
and the Pooja to MahaGanapathy with the offering of
chosen coconut and camphor and newly  flowering
buds. This act of abject surrender to the Abosolute
is repeated by the house hold offering poojas  at the
nearest shrine followed by a sumpiuous feast in Wimth
kith, and kin friend and fos, all join in  joyous
delight. i1

The sense of feeling New will linger on for some
days according to a well prepared programme of work,
vlsits, caltivation of food grains and abov: all the
initiation into the New Year of learning. ;

Now to put itin a nut shell it is certainly New to
the neargst decima of newnwss.
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