i
Daraiary uib H&dlelsruisnd BsHaIansFaori
COVENTRY SHRI SIDHI VINAYAGAR DEVASTHANAM




Unit3 Buckingham Close, Nuneaton CV10 7JT.

&DOUNNCas
evft FIP&s

UNPS &I &hel..

2 g6l Claneraanajse &Senl&@ Qlevess
aNfCuwnen Ceduini®bn (Hubsenens @,
2 HUCLgl)










L ] [ ] [ ] . ]
[Hebaned FHESTANFIDUBST OpBHaLD
abmrush - phort sordiEe Bafis @rawduds UnoTETIU SeTBiBel
APPSO DI SHRDN o HbsTEaD
- SFen GG @poaur - ebsuh SFTDRBET G5AS EHTArFDUBES UTIDTFITI ST BT
8 1L T6S3] SCEDANT FHBSTND
absmilsib : 1966 uasBsemn b,
021 222 2870 i ““"’“‘;’":"“2;‘”"‘“
AL N2004

Olmenndld G i)

@lBTWST Sl WTTBEHDE,

Sovati e OaTeaailf Boefeu Smbs @eenmld yfuyb eibTwusl eLGLTEISE (DEST
GSDUMTCeesID HenL lupiaug OnaialBHGSD WEDPFFoOuUs SHHEDFH. YbElLw] oFals
BIfp hseledr LtLTH aligfuriseel Guapild ST aMIREETD &L Gt @hsuwid
Slenibdg STRGEHD ampbg WLDhpaeTUb Iy mealug Sloaaphs@h WSpsmas
BHHEDHI

wHBST Wels ampoma LSDPFAUYS ampaushd SeopaepeoLw Ol Comal. bs
SIFDUSBHAUBDE SODAIS OheWRIGETR TINbHBHERSHHDTE. SHOHIGW B enEa
DT Gheouwlth QBTGB FTELAYD HeD GEIPD BHoID abiTTeemLw GsTall Y&
aeipib Goralsy Geveun Dery Opsever Dar ae@ipid B Fwwd dHHH ST (HESEDET.
Bomen 2 auibs 6O@Telawf 2y wwéHsenr Caetiheu] Gaatihaemnsd FHSID albTUSL
ALBLTEISE ©Ohevllb Sl WtTaTs B aatiaud ampasdd af FasHSBHULS
waibenald SHHBDSHl.

a1 OusFeoen Bradlualssaruld FHubsHeshTomaTud  Sa  SheSH e
Braidss SDiuaTwUD SLeNfsl uafamuuybd SyDs ClaTaabBoH@GD Sl el eThiISmETLD
Sheuwl Ueneg SLeowEamer @D Spesslh PanserfurisendH@h albrus QuGLTReET She
Beo_ds LITTTHSEHSCOTLD.

arerpib Caseti(hid Sedil Stevry)!

wfeoydf Genwabdy Coeds

epTeNFIbUbS LUIDTETRW Sambser.

Aerauss 1f FHITAIBTUBT CHOUSHBHNCID ——— swurdiiGags Fmiy weoi 2012
1




10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

12" July 2012
Mr. Kumar Chinnaswamy
Trustee
Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam
Coventry

Dear Mr. Chinnaswamy

We are happy 10 be able to congratulate you and the executive committee on the opening of
vour new temple in Coventry.

We recognise and value the enriching contribution that the Hindu community has made and
continues to make to all aspects of life in Britain, through its generosity, hard work and

successful integration with the diverse population of our country.

We are very proud to offer vou our very best wishes on the Maha-Kumbhabhishekam &
Prana-Prathistthapana of vour temple.

Yours sincerely

Jm;f LW - w“'//[’y

The Rt Hon David Cameron MP The Rt Hon Nick Clegg MP

Prime Minister Deputy Prime Minister
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SIVASRI. K. PITCHAI GURUKKAL
Chief Priest, Sri Karpaga Vinayakar Temple,
Principal, Karpaga Vinayvakar Veda Agama Vidhyalayam
Founder, Sivaneri Kazhakam
Secrefary, Karpaga Vinayakar School,
Pillayarpatti — 630207 Sivaganga District, Tamilnadu, Sourh India.
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LorD Mavor's PARLOUR
Councir. House
EARI. STREET
COVENTRY
CVI5RR
Telephone Number: (124 7683 31(H)

Fax Number: (124 7683 3078
E.mail: lord. mayor@ coveniry.gov.uk

8 June 2012

MAHA- KUMBABISHEKAM & PRANA-PRATHISTTHAPANA

As Lord Mayor of the City of Coventry, | am delighted to send greetings to the
Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam as you celebrate the Maha-
Kumbhabhishekam & Prana-Prathistthapana.

The CSSVD fulfils the spiritual and religious needs of the community as well as
providing a wonderful service to the wider community building towards a prosperous
and cohesive community.

The City of Coventry enjoys and supports its efforts in working with all divisions of
our multi-cultural and ethnic communities. It has always been a diverse city, which
welcomes newcomers and celebrates the contribution they make to our society and
rich culture.

This is a significant occasion for the Hindu Community as they celebrate the Grand
inauguration, Sanctification and Consecration of their new Temple and | would like to
offer special greetings on behalf of the City of Coventry.

The Lady Mayoress and | look forward to joining the Hindu Community on this
significant occasion.

7 -
(.f/m/u ;/C-’c,(/uc‘/ - -

Councillor Tim Sawdon
Lord Mayor of the City of Coventry
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Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam
65A George Elliot Road

Coventry

CV14HT

Dear Trustees

The Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP
Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government

Department for Communities and Local
Government

Eland House

Bressenden Place

London SW1E 5DU

Tel: 0303 444 3450

Fax: 0303 444 3289

E-Mail: eric.pickles@communities.gsi.gov.uk
www.communities.gov.uk

Our Ref: ER/ER/016925/12

20 June 2012

| am pleased to congratulate you on the opening of your new temple in Coventry.

The Hindu community can be proud of its rich contribution to the diverse commercial,
professional and cultural life of our country and it gives me great pleasure to send my very
best wishes on the Maha-Kumbhabhishekam and Prana-Prathistthapana of your

temple.

I wish all who worship in the temple long life and happiness.

= o i~y VY
e ser 88
P

= Q.

THE RT HON ERIC PICKLES MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government
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{11117
HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

Please respond to:
Transport House, Short Street
COVENTRY. CV1 2LS
Tel. No. 024 7625 7870

vl
Trustees 22" June 2012
Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinavagar Devasthanam
Caoventry

CVI14HT

RE: Maha-Kumbhabhishekam & Prana-Prathistthapana

I am pleased to be assoctated with the inauguration of the Coventry Shri Sidhi
Vinayagar Devasthanam. and its aspiration to be a shining beacon in the community
it serves, a source of help to the young and old alike, and a significant resource for
the use of evervone.

I am confident that it will achieve its ambitions, and that is why I wish the Coventry
Shri Sidhi Vinayvagar Devasthanam, every success and best wishes for a bright and
influential future.

Yours Sincerely.

Geoffrey Robinson
Geoffrey Robinson MP
COVENTRY NORTH WEST
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWIA 0AA

Please respond to:

Ground Floor, rear of Queens House,
16 Queens Road,
COVENTRY, CV1 3EG.

Tel. No. 024 76553159

JC/I0B/a202 29" May 2012

Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam
Coventry
CVI1 4HT

RE: Maha-Kumbhabhishekam & Prana-Prathistthapana

Thank you for your letter dated 23" May 2012. 1 am delighted to offer you best
wishes for the Grand inauguration, Sanctification and Consecration of your new
Temple. This new temple will add to the ever growing collection of places of worship
which add to the great multi cultural and multi faith nature of our great city of
Coventry.

I wish you well for the event and pass my best regards to all who will use the Temple
both now and in the future.

Yours sincerely,

//L.:.H 6754,“/

Jim Cunningham, MP
COVENTRY SOUTH

Qenaus®d 1 FHIVABTUS] CHAMBDINNID ——— —EE— 5 DU OG0 & Hmby weui 2012
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman
Mr.S Ramachandran

Vice Chairman
Dr Mrs S Radhakrishnan

Secretary
Mr.K Baskeran

Joint Secretary
Mr.Raj Paramakumar

Treasurer
Mr.T. Joganathan

Asst Treasurer
Mr. K Sarvananthan

Elected Comm. Member
Mrs S Jaijam

Committee Members
Mr N Balasubramaniam
Mr R. D Ratnasingam
Mr S Thedchanamoorthy

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman
Mr. R. Kanesharajah

Secretary
Mr. S. Abayalingam

Mr. Pon Theivendram
Mr. T, Thevaraajan
Dr. V. Paramanathan
Mr. S. Premachandra
Dr. A. Thevasagayam
Mr. S, Sri Rangan

Solicitor

Mrs. G. Kathirgamanathan
72 Chestnut Drive
Pinner,Middlesex

HAS ILY

“Ammanai Saran Addainthal Athika Varamperalam”
SHRI KANAGATHURRKAI AMMAN (HINDU) TEMPLE TRUST
5, CHAPEL ROAD, LONDON. W13 94E. TEL: 0208 - 810 0835
Founded on 10-08- 1991 Charity No: 1014409 0208 - 840 0485
www.ammanealmg.com Email: info@ammanealing.com
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SUIPAITEL,  a1FHujD Bl HHND  Bewsy  Hevranyd  GuosiBlmen  SemL LS,
B susgeylo  @svmendd  SlpTTA  anbulsng  Gueisid  Gansiishb
musbullsl  oueuuiD  oswwHE  SIPTS BTN 2 MISIEVSILTS  SeDLbE

SisTLTBsT LTITLBHeib@mID, CUIDDISHED 2 Flius]san.
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IR &Fapdl UsTdbgiD  Elslsutsullld  ® [FHISHEMUITE  SIEDIOWD  sTemuF a0

anu iflsbama.

awpdmsuis  yspsvsusimd  uf  #Asd  slpmusl  GLupusSE  alor  Fphal
Gumaliab DEHHGIUTL g GeusfauhiD 1050] WD UFULSYD slsts0mD susbew wf
SalbGHI]bens o lensulsn UTHD UsibhE amphs e HEmmLD.

2eut Hiplied uwlst,
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U &|J&HE0S SILDLOETT e0UILD - QBTLLG.65T&HLD
Sri Thurkkai Amman Temple - Nottingham

10A West Crescent, Beeston, Nottinghamshire
NG9 1QE, United Kingdom

Tel: 01159677751, web: nottinghamamman.org

PTEHMISHNSG 2-fleurns QméGn albTUSGUHLONET &L 6lesHaTeL
(Wgeoreaunrs  alamGHDT).  QUITHIUTS  (WPWWSD  BLeyemme
QNBTLSAU@HLOTEN6T aueimid oGl 6Hs @ HLEL STFILSMSID
Q&ML RIGLD ULPSSLD L6L LUNTLD 60(HSETE QULDEHSS HleL 2 66N g).

GOUUTS  6hs @ U allegubams CFw  QFHTL RIKETTEYID,
Menenemun(béH@& Homemil Curl@G L@ ouuGser elpmusT !
QT MG QFwed samLCugih Qs QeNGs HlenmCounm imsmeumi”
sTeoT eueTtImuidl eNLGL. QewmpuBe). ACHEUNETD 1P QST RISETTEILD,
"Denememuny & CUTLE eI CL 61(ps QFMLMS Geustmr(Bd ' eTedTmy
GLOHEN G &€& el 1q.60 2_eten QUIflweuF&eT eULfISTL Beur.

eNpmwsflstt (perm LEHCWTEH QFmeLedl ufUGGCUTBHESSG CHTLRIGLD
Qewevssm wrejlh QefllCs HemCoaumid. CHTOLMIGET Wimeyd HRIGLD.
sumpeled 2 UL M@ GeTud QFreensy wmeyd SgCLTH SISILD.
GOGHMPES LOPMELE QFevad HL &G,  GLLUTEHL BHOLSLHLD
2_GHOTL_M@GLD. Si6i9L_LOTEG S &6 60s o (hLD.

61D QYEOWIHIL 65T QBHHRISIW 2 mey QamauL Gsmashl uh HHS aNpTs]
Speolwl  Lflumen  FMUSE. UJennssUUL (G UHUQuedleyL 6t @eirm)
GLUTIGaad &mamid @6l gyeowid GG QST IHE suenihg)
FOW &ML SOMFEMTHMS GLOQID euenfdHs QBTGNS Uh HTHHS
SILDLDETT Qi,eVLILD FMTLEICD OGTLOMT 6UTDS S HGmed.

QBT Ig65T8LD U SliHENE SILDLOETT Z,60UILD

ETIMIT& &H6VT60T LITL&HSTLD

( SDMISTEUVI] FeMLIGHEMEVEUT )
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anesSuds ol SwGan sveuiemt Lsipimu Foand !
SHCHT Clemeausom (&aomiwiboss LTGsnswns !

(r_bemdl@ (P SSIomilwibLoest gl@ascsasnu.‘ila\)

E0F6 &+ bW HMHLIeEsf] LDEsTMLD
TAMIL HINDU COMMUNITY SOCIETY

Charity Reg. No 1136595 Since: 2009
202 Lockhurst Lane, Foleshill, Coventry, CV6 5NJ

Website: www. muthumarnamman.org.uk Email:amman @ muthumariamman.org.uk
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Sifianent &&Iuf_6or Serewen aufUHID GUIETHEHHE (HET FHSlen aupriGD Leflg 6L
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COVENTRY SHRI SIDHIVINAYAGAR DEVASTHANAM

02-07-2012 Monday, 9.05AM stant of kriyas
06-07-2012 Friday 9AMto 07-07-12 Saturday 3 PM Gret Bathing of All Deities with oil by devotees
08-07-2012 Sunday 10.30AMto 11.20 AM Final worship, Inauguration of the fist darshan & Maha Arathi.

65A, George Eliot Road, Trustof Devasthanam
Coventry CVI4HT, www.sidhivinayagar.org. UK
0247,6632211 Charity Reg. No. 1144183
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Kumar Chinnaswamy B Eng MSc MCIOB MAPM
Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam
Trustee & Vice Chairman

Dear Devotees,

It gives me greal pleasure to welcome you all to this great Devasthanam on this auspicious
day of Maha-Kumbhabhishekam & Prana-Prathistthapana.

In the last two vears thousands of devotees have come to Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar
Devasthanam to worship for success, peace and happiness in their lives.

As a Trustee and Vice-Chairman of the Trust of Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam
which manages this Devasthanam, I feel really proud and blessed in having been able 1o be
part of the management team which guided the new Devasthanam project during the last 12
months.

1 hope this Devasthanam will become a focus of the community to promote cultural, religious,
spiritual and educational needs for the present and hopefully, our future generations, 1o
whom we will leave this legacy.

Much of the success to date is due to the generosity, enthusiasm and the patience of the
devotees and well wishers of the Devasthanam.

I would also like to thank all the devotees for their contribution in various forms to the
Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam, I request for your continuous further support.

May the Lord shower his choicest blessings on all the devotees, supporters and well wishers
for their hard work and generous support in making everything possible at the Devasthanam.

As written in Tirukkural (A classic of couplets or Kurals celebrated by Tamils):

“One who serves others on earth will be considered as God in Heaven”

Aenas®d 1] FHBTIBTUS] CHAUMNBDIMD ————— —EEE— 50U TIC0s 6 Fmiy wevl 2012
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Cobentry Tamil Welfare Agsociation

www.tamils.org.uk

“wisyph Ghal GLID LIGID bl ifana
[WIsyID BsubBHihG HsdHHeasd — BaTsushdil
Sibibh sTUpsHKG HNoTNCH hsinibhend
Jhibh HICPepsigh 51"

I slsiiug 260 hGBUND -MBITIE. PID s1590 aluls angGIe atsmanuni. 1 GHHNEBHM
bhmuan. Hssaa G, i INHs1mic Ghansan. H0rbeins Hamsvasi GsaThaui.
GarBigin ~AHamai by 6H1flebbapit, Gaustsapi, wrilu 6 sapin Nasnanunsn mast Gapd b
GuIBIE sisdiugy B wipbliub. Gaiasiy wipsilsh W] Shdh allmust Sysimh 26 2 Hars
Hmiud Db ATdhbh Db 2 IHMOUTN 2 HTT0MO0HID.

dhHUN bt albinsi Fhg s dsil Db HhhHKIL D B 5 b1l
GAaTI DS L b BT 2 Hu Ssndson (Hphd) CrhE SmsiusdHEPIT. H1H HHSD
FPSINGDL HBHT6L DNsmaN G syh Gapl 2 a5 Gt siEHUZDEHII B K nGHisng s HEDT. FH
Al prnssng Aot msb SugbHon 25015 KT GHH tsusdl Sl SGir s1siug @I,

Caminitann BFHGHML HEBYIT BB bt alsiiig sui aupsmio. 'HNisle AFUBIATL THlp Hooind!
STl dhbEh 1sm dliubpi. Coralsh Fsvaur dasl Gig ihhs DL 1D A1651D (P& GIDTT L Hh i
GH10 [, AsmadAGE GanG HEIND, begl wrhb et Nasnunbbd Cuialsi Ssnichy i ppupbdi
GU®AT T K5l GupajEtan s, wiync e i Gasimig i Gubh GaTHN .

ANPE BT GHIaN .
Malllih MsiiBIL,

“Sutsdiap s AMPTHIGUTIS 060D HYHBII DI
Corsiiapsmp 2ya6FIns GHampaluiy 2 ulisdiamps
BTSIOsD D UnBSCTRL hppan Gasial s
CiosdismeGBTal IS AlarbidhDd 2 BGIDsbsuID”

STAUNT BhanbHurr STy sHH s

Coventry Tamil Welfare Association is a registered Charity in England and Wales.
Registered Number: 1093924
Ganawinf SO peusiyl snsd S Smdafidaain’ L Mpdsl L anenurs
BmdsorhHans Gaebsudlgud uba) Gaiuinn’ Heie sl
uBay Galuwiu’L @eossn: 1093924
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University of Jaffna
Thirunelvely, Sri Lanka.

Phone: + 94 21 2222294, Fax: +94 21 2222294,
e-mail: arva2Barva@yahoo.com,
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THE POWER OF CHANTING VISHNU SAHASRANAMAM
By: Anitha K Chinnaswamy

Stotras are devotional hymns of Hinduism sung in
praise of God. Stotra is derived from Sthuthi which
means praise, Of these the greatest is possibly the
Vishnu Sahasranamam found in the Anushasanika
Parvam (chapter relating to orders or rules to the
kings) in Mahabharatha. The Vishnu
Sahasranamam is a stotra containing the 1000
names of Lord Vishnu, also called as Vishnu
Sahasranamavali.

Legend has it that at the end of the epic
Mahabharata war, Bhishmacharya was awaiting
the sacred hour to depart from his physical body
unto the lotus feet of the Lord. Yudhishtira, the
eldest of the Pandavas, was desperately looking
for answers to matters relating to Dharma and
Karma. Lord Sri  Krishna, who understood
Yudhishtira’s uneasy mind, guided him to Bhishma
to learn insight into this precious knowledge. At
their meeting, Yudhishtira presented Bhishma with
these questions:

KimEkam dhaivatam lokE?

Wha is the greatest Lord in the world?

Kim vaapyEkam parAyaNam?

Who is the one refuge of all?

Stuvantam kam kamarcanat  prApnuyuh
mAnavaah subham?

By glorifying whom, can man attain peace and
prosperity? By worshipping whom can man reach
auspiciousness?

KO dharmah sarva dharmANaam bhavatah
paramO matah?

What is, in thy opinion, the greatest Dharma?

Kim japam mucyatE jantur janma samsAra
bandhanAth?

By doing Japa of what, can creature go beyond the
bonds and cycle of birth and death?

Bhishma responded that the praise of Lord Vishnu
by reciting the one thousand names now hailed as
the Vishnu Sahasranamam is the answer, and
reminded him that either by meditating these
names or by invoking the names through archana
(offering), the minds of the one who chants can be
lifted to higher consciousness.

Vishnu Sahasranamam consists of 142 slokas — the
introductory 13 slokas, main body constituting of
107 slokas and concluding 22 slokas.

The first 13 slokas begins with salutations to Sage
Vyasa and salutations to the superior diety Lord
Vishnu. It then includes the questions by Yudhistra
and Bhishma’s response that the recitation of the
thousand names of The Lord is the key. They also
comprise the Dhyanam-slokas for meditation
before the beginning of the recital of the thousand
names of the Lord.

The following 107 stanzas form the main body of
the Vishnu Sahasranamam that contain the one
thousand names of Sri Maha Vishnu. Every one of
the one thousand names is full of significance and
refers to one particular guna (quality,
characteristic, or attribute) of Paramatma and
invoke a sense of bonding with the Lord. The
meanings of the names are believed to give an
understanding and depth of God. Every Name
of Sri Vishnu has a meaning to it; the phonetic
vibrations by chanting each Name known as
"Nama" and the chain of names known as
"Namavali" produces excellent results from
vibrations that are very essential for knowledge
and wisdom. The phonetic sound vibrations create
harmony and favour the one who hears it, as
established by many eminent scholars. For
attainment of spiritual liberation, one must involve
himself/herself to the glories of the Lord Sri Maha
Vishnu, by reciting the entire slokas.

The last 22 stanzas are the concluding verses that
imply the importance of chanting the thousand
names and the innumerable benefits that are
attained by simply chanting the 1000 names of the
Lord.

Upon reciting the one thousand names of the Lord
it is believed that:
Ya edaM
parikirtayaet |

shrunyaa-Nityam yashchapi
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Naa-aShubham praptyunaat kinCHIT-somutreH
cha manavaH ||

The one whao hears or recites this without fail, in all
days of the year will never have anything
inauspicious befall them, wherever it may be,
whether in this world or the worlds beyond.

The recitation of the Vishnu Sahasranamam helps
the one who chants it attain anything they seek:
Dharmarthi Prapnuyad Dharmam, Artharthi Cha
Arthamapnuyad |

Kamanvapnuyad  Kami,  PrajarthiChapnuyad
Prajam ||

The one who seeks Dharma, or seeks wealth, or
pleasures or seeks children, will all without fail, get
what they want.

Na bhayaM kvachidaapnoti viiryaM tejashcha
vindati |
Bhavatyarogo
guNaanvitaH | [
Free from fear (through any source) and sickness
(at any time), the one who chants acquires valour,
power and strength and is endowed with a healthy
body, noble traits and dazzling brilliance.

Rogaarto muchyate rogoa-dbaddha muchyeta
bandhanaat |

Bhayaan.muchyeta bhiitastu muchyetaapanna
aapadaH ||

The one afflicted by sickness will get rid of it, the
one, in shackles of sorts will get disentangled while
the one stricken by fear, will become free from it
and the one beset with difficulties, will get
absolved of them (whatever be their magnitude).
DurgaaNyatit aratyaashu purushhaH
purushhottamam |

Stuvan naama sahasreNa nityaM  bhakti
samanvitaH ||

The person who chants these holy thousand
names with devotion to the supreme being
Purusottama will cross the miseries of life without
fail.

Emam stava madhee-yanah shraddha-bhakti
sama-nvitah |

Yujye tatam sukha-kshantih shree-dhrati smruti
keertibhih| |

One who reads this hymn every day with devotion
and attention attains peace of mind, patience,
prosperity, mental stability, memory and
reputation.

Na krodho na matsaryam na lobho na shubha-
matih|[

Bhavanti kruta punyanam bhakta-nam puru-
shottame| |

dyutimaan-bala-ruupa-

Such a person is not caught by anger, binding,
jealousy, or any inauspicious event. Such a bhakta
becomes a "punyatma" and merges with the
Purchottama (i.e. Supreme Baing).

Thus the praise of Lord Vishnu by chanting the
Vishnu Sahasranamam has numerous benefits.

To conclude Sri Bhagwan says, that he would take
care of those who think and serve HIM. Maha
Vishnu will never let his devotees be defeated,
harmed or hurt. Praying with sincerity and reciting
the Lord’s names will only result in God’s care for
the one who chants. Whether they are worried,
sad, broken, severely ill or tormented by other
maladies, chanting Narayana’s name will help not
only get rid of all these troubles but also attain
everlasting happiness.

Prayers are a means to mental cleansing, in
Bhishma's expert judgment, chanting Vasudeva's
name with devotion and sincerity will ensure relief
from sorrows and bondage. One might feel that
they do not know the correct Sanskrit
pronunciation, and do not want to chant
incorrectly. It is the bhaava (spirit) that matters,
and so as long as one chants the name of God with
sincerity, considerations such as not knowing the
meaning, not knowing the pronunciation, etc, do
not matter, and God will confer His blessings as
there is no way a devotee of Vishnu can meet with
any dishonour or disgrace of any kind.

The person who recites the Vishnu Sahasranamam
is not the only one who benefits; those who for
whatever reason are unable to chant also benefit
by just hearing the chanting. It is also believed that
the collective recital of the Vishnu Sahasranamam
produces positive vibrations and has very high
power consequently favouring the prosperity of
the people and the surroundings where it is
chanted.

This article only provides a small introduction to
the power and benefits of chanting Vishnu
Sahasranamam. The wonderful and complete
meaning of the Vishnu Sahasranamam is available
in greater detail in many works both in books and
on the internet by great scholars.

Source: Various sources from the Internet

NOTE: Devotees meet at Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Devasthanam to chant Vishnu
Sahasranamam every Saturday at 6:30pm, all are welcome.
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Swami Saranam Ayyappa

By Kumar Chinnaswamy

Shree Dharma Sastha Temple:

Lord Ayvappa is the presiding deity of
Sabarimala Shree Dharma Sastha Temple.
It is the most famous and prominent
among all the Sastha temples in the world.
The temple is situated on a hilltop on the
slope of the Sahvadris (Western Ghats)
surrounded by 18 hills and about 4135 feet
above sea level in Pathanamthitta district
in Kerala, India which is unique in many
respects. The unigueness gathers its voice,

as the temple is open to all, irrespective of

caste, creed or religion. True to the Hindu
philosophy of 'Thathvamasi' (that thou
art), at Sabarimala, Lord and his devotee
comnune directly.

In  Sabarimala Lord Ayyappan is a
brahmachari in a state of eternal bliss or
Samadhi, holding 'Chinmudra'. It is said
that the Lord sought this solitary abode to
meditate  soon after vanguishing  the
demon, Mahishi in a ferocious battle.

Legend has it that the Avvappan temple at
Sabarimala is laid out in accordance with
the instructions of the Lord himself. It is
believed that the deity of the temple was
consecrated by Lord Parasurama the
warrior-sage at the foot of Sabari hills for
which reference has been made even in
Ramayana. Sabarimala is one of the five
'"Pancha Shastha' temples erected by the
powerful yogi. As Lord Ayyvappan was
raised by the King of Pandalam as his son,
the temple ar Sabarimala is looked upon as
part of the Raja’s domain.

The Ayvappa idol within the Sannidhanam
was originally carved out of stone,
however the current idol of the deity is a
beautiful idol of Ayvappan in Panchaloha
and about one and a half feet tall.
Kaduthaswamy and Karuppaswamy stand
at the bhottom of the Pathinettampadi (18
steps) and are the guardians of the
Sannidhanam, they are Dwarapalakas.

The significance of the Pathinettampadi
(holy eighteen steps), according to a
popular belief, the first 5 steps signifv the

five Indrivas or the senses (eves, ears,

nose, tongue and skin), the following 8 the
Ragas (Tatwa, Kama, Krodha, Moha,
Lobha, Madha, Matsraya, and Ahamkara),
the next 3 the Gunas (Satwa, Rajas and
Thamas) followed by Vidva and Avidya. It
is also widely assumed that the Pathinettu
Padikal symbolize the 18 Puranas. The
holy eighteen steps that lead to the shrine
have been figuratively called Ponnu
Pathinettampadi 'Ponnu’ being an epithel
to denote the holy touch of lord's feet.
Each of these eighteen holy steps
represents a desire one must conguer in
life, it is believed. Climbing these would
take the devotee closer to self-realisation.

Adjacent to the Pathinettupadi is the
shrine of Vavurswami, who is believed to
have been a close associate of Lord
Ayvappan. Vavur was a Muslim and
several versions of his association with
Avyappan persist. Originally a warrior,
Vavur was defeated and subdued by
Ayyappan; later he became one of the
closest confidants of the Lord. It is widely
believed thar Ayvappan himself instructed
Pandala Raja to build a mosque for Vavur
at Erumeli and a shrine at Sabarimala.

Avvappa cult gifts much importance for
secularism and communal harmony and
has turned out to be a model for the whole
world. Another significant aspect of the
pilgrimage is that all the pilgrims whether
rich or poor, literate or illiteraie are all
equal before Lord Ayyappa and all of them
address each other as Ayyappa or Swamy.
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Swami Saranam Ayyappa

By Kumar Chinnaswamy

The most important day for Lord
Ayyappan is Makara Sankranti day, which
is the I of Makara(a month of the
Malayalam calendar). This day will fall
between January 14 and 16. Another
interesting fact is that it is not open
throughout the year. The Sannidhanam is
open for worship only during the days of
Mandala Pooja (Nov to Jan), Makara
Vilakku, Vishu and the beginning of every
month in the Malayalam calendar.

Birth of Lord Ayyappan

Lord Ayyappa had his human incarnation
as the son of the King of Pandalam. At that
time, the kingdom of Pandalam was under
the rule of Raja Rajasekhara. A just and
precocious sovereign King Rajashekara
was held by his subjects in high esteem.
Under him, the region was witnessing a
golden age. But the king had one sorrow —
he was childless though he was pious,
charitable, just, and God-fearing and thus
had no heir to inherit his throne. The king
and the queen were the ardent devotees of
Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu respectively.
They had prayed to their respective deities
Jor blessings in the form of a child.

Around the same time, a demon by the
name of Mahishasura undertook severe
penance (tapas) and consequently Lord
Brahma was forced to grant his wish that
nobody on earth could  annihilate him.
Emboldened by  Brahma’s  boon,
Mahishasura  commenced  systematic
destruction of people and pulverized tribes
and communities. Terrorised and fearing
his wrath, people fled to distant lands.
Realizing that only a superhuman power
could exterminate the wayward
Mahishasura, the Devas appealed to
Goddess Durga, who killed him in a
bloody battle.

Determined to avenge her slain brother,
Mahishi, the sister of Mahishasura
undertook severe penance (lapas) and
secured a boon from Lord Brahma that no
being except the offspring of Vishnu (Hari)
& Shiva (Haran) could slay her. In due

course of time, Mahishi went to Devaloka
and began harassing the Devas who in
turn implored Lord Vishnu to intervene. As
the boon was that nobody except the son of
Lord Shiva & Lord Vishnu could kill
Mahishi, Lord Vishnu assumed the female
persona of Mohini who helped Devas prize
Amrit away from Asuras; it was decided
that the male child born out of the union of
Mohini and Lord Shiva would be placed
under the care of Lord Shiva's childless
devotee, King Rajashekhara of Pandalam.

During one of his hunting expeditions, the
wails of a child on the banks of the River
Pampa puzzled him. As he moved in the
direction of the voice he found a
resplendent and helpless infant there.
Whilst King Rajashekhara beheld the
divine child who had a radiant face with a
gemstone around his neck, a Sadhu
appeared from nowhere and instructed
him 1o take the infant to his palace. Also
the mendicant assured him that the child
would mitigate his dynasty’s sufferings
and that when the boy turned twelve, King
Rajashekhara would be aware of his
divinity. As the child was wearing a
gemstone, the Sadhu directed the King to
name him ‘Manikantan’, hence the name
Manikantan ("Mani", means gemstone and
"Kantan" means wearer around the neck).
Manikantan was born of Hari (Lord
Vishnu) and Hara (Lord Shiva), with Hari
assuming the form of a female (Mohini).
Hence Ayvappan is also named as
Hariharasutan (Sutan meaning Son). So
the King accepted the child as God's
gracious gift to his fervent praver for an
heir to his throne.

Ecstatic,  King  Rajashekhara  took
Manikantan home and narrated the
happenings to his Queen. They both felt
that they had been blessed by Lord
himself. All except the Diwan, who had
entertained hopes of becoming king after
King Rajashekhara, rejoiced in the roval
couple’s happiness.

Manikantan was given proper education
and training and he grew into a boy well
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Swami Saranam Ayyappa
By Kumar Chinnaswamy

versed in academic lore and martial arts.
As a child, Manikantan was very
intelligent and precocious. He excelled in
martial arts and Shastras and surprised
his  guru with his  brilliance  and
superhuman talents. Peace and prosperity
reigned in  Pandalam.  Eventually,
Avvappan’s guru concluded that the boy
was no ordinary mortal but a divine being.
Upon completing his studies, Manikantan
went up to his teacher to offer guru
dakshina and seek his blessings in turn. As
he approached his spiritual master for
Ashirwaadams, the guru explained 1o
Manikantan what he had already surmised
about him, that he was a divine power
destined for superhuman glory. The guru
then beseeched him to bestow vision and
speech upon his son who was blind and
dumb. Manikantan placed his hands on the
guru’s son and the boy immediately gained
evesight and speech. Requesting that this
miracle be revealed to none, Manikantan
returned to the royal quarters.

Meanwhile the Queen gave birth to a son;
however the king regarded Manikantan as
his elder son and decided to crown him as
the Yuvaraja. Since the minister of the
Raja was against Manikantan becoming
the Yuvaraja, for several hidden reasons,
he along with his sycophants lured the
queen to act against the king's decision to
crown Manikantan. On the coronation day
of Manikantan as Yuvaraja, the queen
pretended to be suffering from unbearable
stomach ache, and said that she was
unable to get any relief from the treatment
of any doctor. Finally came a fake
practitioner and prescribed "the milk of a
tigress" as the cure of the queen's illness.
This drama took place at the instance of
the minister. The king appealed 1o
everyone to get the tigeress-milk, but no-
one dared, as all feared death. At last,
Manikantan came forward and went to the
forest in search of tigress milk, despite the
king's attempt to stop him as he was deeply
frightened that the deemed Yuvaraja may
not come back alive.

Manikantan entered the forest to fulfill his
divine duty, the Panchabuthas of Lord
Shiva closely followed Manikantan as he
entered the forest. But on the way, he
chanced to witness the atrocities of the
demoness Mahishi in Devaloka. His sense
of justice outraged, Manikantan hurled
Mahishi onto the earth below; she fell on
the banks of the Azhutha River. A bloody
battle soon ensued and at the end,
Manikantan mounted Mahishi’s chest and
commenced a violeni dance  that
reverberated within the earth and the
Devaloka. This dance was witnessed by
Lord Shiva and Maha Vishnu. Even the
Devas were frightened. Mahishi realized
that the divine being on her was the son of
Hari and Haran, chastened, she prostrated
before the young boy and  died.
Manikantan killed her and released a
beautiful woman who had been cursed to
become Mahishi. The young woman asked
Avvappan for his hand in marriage. but
being a celibate he declined. However he
promised that she would be visited by all
his pilgrims and would be housed next to
his temple, and if ever the number of new
pilgrims  (Kanni ~ Ayyappan)  stopped
visiting him then he would marry her.
Hence  she is  now  worshiped
as Maalikapurathamma.

On the death of Mahishi, Indra - the king
of the Gods, who was displaced and
banished by Mahishi, led several tigers for
the disposal of Ayyappan. Manikantan
entered the palace precincts riding a fierce
tigress and followed by a pack of her cubs.
The schemers were [frightened and
confessed their plot. They were convinced
of his divine origins, and prayed to him to
be with them for their own salvation and

for the safety of the kingdom. Immediately

Manikantan disappeared. The king took a
decision that he would not eat anything till
Manikantan came back. Then Manikantan
gave a darshan to the king.

Filled with emotions of happiness, grief,

fear, wonder and 'Bhakti' (devotion to

God) and self-surrender, the king stood
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praying for the mercy and blessings of
Muanikantan. He repented that he could not
fully visualize the truth of the divine
powers of the Lord and repeatedly
requested him to forgive him for behaving
as if he were his son only. The Lord
lovingly embraced the King who praved to
bless him by freeing from ego and the
worldly life of birth and rebirth and
granted Moksha (salvation). He told the
King that he was destined to return. The
king requested Lord Manikantan to allow
him to build a temple and dedicate it to
him and the Lord assented.

Manikantan then enlightened the King on
the path of attainment of Moksha. The
Lord shot an arrow that fell at the top
of Sabarimala and told the King that he
could construct a temple at Sabarimala,
north of the holy river Pampa and install
His deity there. Ayyappan also explained
how the Sabarimala pilgrimage shall be
undertaken, emphasizing the importance of
Penance Vratham and what the devotees
can attain by His 'darshan’.

The King secured a promise from the Lord
that on Thai Pongal on January 14, every
year (celebrated as "Makara Jyothi" all
his personal jewellery (usually kept at the
Palace) will be adorned on his image at
Sabarimala. The Lord further consoled the
King saying that the devotees who held
him and his descendants in 'Bhakti’ shall
happen to be devoted to Him as well.
Manikantan then blessed the King and all
others assembled there, and vanished. The
King duly constructed the temple
at Sabarimala, dedicated to him.

On Makara Sankranti every vear without
Jail, miraculous events occur. Firstly as
the jewels (Thiruvaabaranam) of the Lord
are transported from the Old Pandalam
Palace to Sabarimala, a Krishnaparanth
(Garuda - an eagle - the vehicle of Lord
Vishnu), circles above the precious jewels
(in fact guarding them), like a protector.
This rare eagle is rarely seen in the midst
of people for a long period of time, vet the
auspicious bird Jollows the

Thiruvaabaranam  procession,  finally
circling above Sannidhanam at
Sabarimala as it pays its respects to Lord
Ayyappan. During this time, there is not a
single star in the sky except for a
special Nakshatram. The beautiful jewels
are placed on the golden body of the Lord
within the temple, when the jewels are

Jinally all adorned on the Lord, the

Nakshatram in the sky miraculously
disappeatrs.

Ponnu Pathinettampadi Padi Pooja at
Sabarimala

Source: Various sources from the Internet
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EVERY PENNY YOU DONATE FOR YARL VISION
WILL HELP FOR ONE OF THE FOLLOWING
PROJECTS.

Child Talent Growth
Education Projects
Women empowerment

? g W. p Medical Projects

YARL VISION is a non —government, non-profit making

organization

It is registered as a charity in the United Kingdom and has expanded its activities to support empowerment of women and

children in the North and East Sri Lanka.

We endeavour to provide relief of need among visually impaired people and people who have suffered as a

result of war and natural disaster worldwide. Registered Charity Number: 1143923 www.yarlvision.org

WITH COMPLIMENTS FROM

YARL PETROLEUM (BISHOPS) SERVICE
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Creation of world as per Hindu Mythology

By: Shriya Kotamarthi (9Years)

[Tree main gods:

In  Hindu mythology
Lord Brahma is creator,
Lord Vishnu is protector
and Lord  Shiva  is
destroyer. These are the
three aspects of god.

j‘l HHiverse ci carted?

Be fDF‘L’ mm’ b{’é,rm H:m’ was no heaven, no earth
and no space between. A vast dark ocean
washed upon the shores of nothingness and
licked the edges of night. A giant cobra floated
on the waters. Asleep within its endless coils lay
the Lord Vishnu. He was twatched over by the
mighty serpent. Everything was so peaceful and
silent that Vishnu slept undisturbed by dreams
or niotion.
Foolution of OM: The Om grew and spread,
filling the emptiness and
throbbing with energy. The
night had ended. Vishiu
awoke. As the dawn began
to break, from Vishnu's
navel grew a magnificent
lotus ﬂmm’r In the middle of the blossom sat,
Braluma. He awaited the Lovd's command.

Crearion ofF Fie gnrgerse

Vishnu spoke to
Brahma: 't is time to begin.' Brahma nodded
and said ‘let us create the world.

A wind swept up the waters. Vishnu and the
serpent vanished. Braluma remained in the lotus
flower, floating and tossing on the sea. He lifted
up his arms and calmed the wind and the ocean.

Then Bralmma split the lotus flower info three.
He stretched one part into the heavens. He made
another part into the earth, With the third part
of the flower he created the skies.

The earth was bare. Bralma set to work. He
created grass, flowers, trees and plants of all
kinds. To these he gave feeling. Next he created
the animals and the insects to live on the land.
He made birds to fly in the air and many fish to
swoim in the sea. To all these creatures, he gave
the senses of touch and smell. He gave them
power to see, hear and niove. The world was
soon bristling with life and the air was filled
witl the sounds of Brahma's creation.

Than Brahma created human's with ability to
enjoy and preserve his creation of nafure.
Braluma has bestowed humans with ability of
reproduction to fill the vastness of the nature
created.

The entire creation took less than a second
in current known time unit to humans

Shiva has been assigned the responsibility of the
destroyer to maintain the balance of Brahma's
creation.

STUT gid IS NHIT

© According to Hindu
mmm!ﬂgu f‘uch’nfr Uf universe is defined in
Yuga (time of existence). The current Yuga is

Kali Yuga which has 432000 years.

The four yugas.

ot Yuga Ervapars Yugs Kal-Yuga
2 000 years (A% 432 000 vaprg) 127437 000 yaars) (402 000 yeurs)
L {— . —p
time

1000 Yuga cycles is one day and night for
Brahma.

As per cosmic theory of mythology Brahina
creales universe during the day time. Universe
is completely destroyed whilst Brahma is asleep
during the night. The process of recreation
repeats every day by Brahma.

Source: Various sources from the Internet

Aarauay 1 FESTAIETUS] CHMAMBTMI ———— —EE— 55U TGOy & Flmly weoff 2012

72



LORD KARTHIKEYA

By: Karthik Chinnaswamy (8 years)

Introduction

Murugan is hailed as "Thamizh Kadavul” -
the Lord of Tamils by poets and Tamil cultural

exponents who take pride in the unigueness of

Tamil culture. In Karnataka he is popularly
known as "Subrahmanya” and is often
associated with snakes, famous shrine Kukke
Subramanya is well known for Sarpa shanti
rites. In Andhra Pradesh and Bengal too he is
popular by the names "Subrahmanya" and
"Kartikeva" respectively. Like most Hindu
deities, Murugan is known by many other
names, including Senthil (smart), Saravana,
Kartikeya  (meaning 'son  of Krittika'),
Arumugam,  Sanmuga  (from  Sanskrit
Sanmukha) . Shadanana (meaning 'one with
six faces'), Kumdra (meaning ‘child or son" ),
Dhandapany (meaning God with a Club),
Guhan or Gurihuha (meaning ‘cave-dweller'),
Skanda (meaning 'that which is spilled or
vozed, namely seed’ in Sanskrit),
Subrahmanya, Velan and Swaminathan. His
six most important shrines in India are
the Arupadaiveedu temples, located in Tamil
Nadu. InSri  Lanka, Hindus as  well as
Buddhists revere the sacred historical Nallur
Kandaswamy temple in Jaffna and the sacred
Buddhist and Hindu shrine or Katirkamam
Temple (also in  Sinhala "Katharagama
Devalaya") dedicated to him, situated deep

south in the country. Ethnic Chinese in
Penang, Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia also pray
to Lord Murugan during Thaipusam.
Murugan is a popular deity widely worshiped
not only in Tamil Nadu and India but also in
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Mauritius,
Europe, USA, Australia and Canada.

The Birth of Murugan

Murugan is actually Subramanya, the son of
lord Shiva. According to mythology, Murugan
was born out of the fire that emanated from
Lord Shiva's third eye - his eve at the middle of
his forehead, when he opened it to burn
Manmata (a lord of love and romance) who
tried to disturb Shiva's meditation and turn his
mind towards romance. The very purpose of
birth of Muruga was to annihilate the two
demons  Tarakasura — and  Surapadma,
Elaborate details of this mythology can be

obtained from "Skanda Puranam ",

Murugan's vehicle is peacock and his main
"Vel"
(lance). His army flag ("kodi") carries the
symbol of rooster ("seval”) and on account of

weapon to destroy his enemies s

it, he is also known as "Seval Kodiyon".
According to mythology, Lord Murugan is
married to two wives, Devavani (daughter of
Indra, the king of Devas) and Valli (reportedly
belongs to a Tamil tribal community).

Murugan’s Childhood

Murugan learned all mantras while in the
womb of Parvathi by listening when Siva was
explaining them to Parvathi. Murugan, while
adored by his uncle Vishnu and other gods,
was very playful during his childhood. One
dav Brahma, God of creations went 1o Kailas
to worship Shiva. On the way he ignored
Murugan as a little boy and did not greet him.
Murugan wanted to teach a lesson 1o arrogant
Brahma. He asked Brahma to explain the
meanings of Pranava Manthiram. Brahma
could not tell the meaning. Murugan rold
Brahma that without knowing the meaning of
Pranava Manthiram he should not carry out
the task of creation and put Brahma in jail.
Also Murugan grabbed all tools of creations

from Brahma and started carrving out the task

of creation. All gods went to Shiva and
complained about his son’s actions. Shiva

Turn page 76
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persuaded Murugan to release Brahma and
also asked Murugan to tell him the meaning of
Pranava Manthiram himself. Murugan pretend
to be guru and usked Shiva to kneel down.
Then climbed on Shiva's lap and told the
meaning into Shiva's ear. In another occasion,
rishis were doing a yaagam. From the fire of
yaagam a vicious  ram uppeared —and
terrorised the heaven. Young boy Murugan
mounted the ram and rode it. The ram tried to
dismount Murugan by running fast. Eventually
the ram lost all its energy and dropped dead.
Thus ram became the first vehicle of Murugan.

Sacred Texts

The Kanda Puranam is one of the important
sacred texts of Murugan. It was written by
Kachiappa Sivacharyar. Thiruppugazh written
by Sri Arunagirinathar is another important
sacred text. It contains songs of praises of
Murugan. The most popular song or praise of
Murugan is the Kanda Sasti Kavasam written
by Devarayva Swamigal. Anyone whe recites
the Kanda Sasti Kavasam whole heartedly and
with belief is said to get a peaceful and happy
daily life.

About Lord Muruga (in brief)

Name : Murugan ~‘

|Bi rth Place : |

Saravana pond |

Vuishaka nonth,

Date of birth :
f Vishaga star

If’urher 4 | lLum’ Shiva I

[Mo.'.’u'r 2 J chJff{!(*.\'.\' Parvathi I

Lord Ganapathy

Brothers :
and Lord Ayyappan

|Wf1'e.ﬁ' % J ﬂ"ﬂh’i and Devayani |

rWec:pfm ® ] |Shc:kﬁ' Vel (spear) \
ﬁ’eimfa-fe : i |?mrm'k J
IF lag : J [ersm' l

Aim of Destroving evil &
Incarnarion || saving Devotees

Place he

; Devotees heart
resides :

Source: Various sources from the Internet

THE STORY OF RAMA AND SITA
By: Nidhi Kondahally (5 years)

Once upon a time a good man named Rama
was married to a beautiful princess called Sita.
They had been banished to live in the forest
with his brother Lakshmana by his step mother
as she wanted her son to be King. Ravanna the
Demon king with ten heads, heard of Sita’s
beauty and goodness, planned to kidnap her.
By Magic, he conjured up a golden fawn. She
asked Rama to capture it.

The king disguised himself as an old man and
tricked. He kidnapped her and flew away on
his chariot back to his island, Lanka. Rama
and Lakshmana searched for many months for
Sita. Finally they asked Hanuman because he
could fly. But one day Hanuman found Sita.
So there was going to be a big battle the battle
lasted for ten days until Rama shot an arrow
and aimed it at the Demon king Ravanna and
killed him. Then they used Lamps to find their
way home and lived happily ever after.
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THE REBIRTH OF THE GODDESS LAKSHMI
By Deepthi Kondahally (9 years)

THE GODDESS LAKSHMI

Goddess Lakshmi means good luck to Hindus and
is consort of Lord Vishnu. She is one of the most
popilar goddess of Hindu Mythology and is the
goddess of wealth, purity and prosperiry, both
material and spirvitual. Lakshmi is the house hold

goddess of most Hindu families and a favourite of

women. Although she is worshipped daily: the
Jestive month of October is Lakshmis special
month. Lakshmi Puja is celebrated on the full
moon night of Kosagari Purnima. On the full moon
night following Dhasara or Dirga puja, Hindus
worship Lakshmi ceremonially at home, pray for
blessings and invite neighbour to aitend the puja.
It is believed thar on this full moon night, the
goddess herself visits the homes and replenishes
the inhabitant with wealth. A special worship is
also offered to Lakshmi on the auspicious diwali

night which iy considered to be the birthday of

Gaoddess Lakshmi. The goddess Laskmi is often
called by many names and it is interesting to share
my name Deepthi is one among them. Her Vehicle
is the white owl.

THE FORM OF GODDESS LAKSHMI

Lakshmi is a goddess of golden completion with
four hands standing on a full bloomed lotus flower.
She also holds a lotus bud which stands for beauty,
purity and Fertility. The four hands represent the
Sour ends of human life, Dharma or righteousness,
Kama or desires, Artha or Wealth and moksha or
liberation from the cvele of birth and death.
Cascades of gold coins, we seen flowing from her
hands suggesting that those who worship her gain
wealth. She always wears gold embroidered red
clothes. Red symbolises action and the gold lining
indicates prosperity. Two elephants are often
shown standing next to the goddesses and spraying
water. This denotes that ceaseless effort, in

accordance with ones dharma and governed by
wisdom and purity, leads to both material and
spiritual  prosperitv. The Hindus believe that
anyone who respects and prays to Lakshmi not in
greed will be blessed with fortune and success. It is
said that Lakshmi reside in places of hard work,
virtue and bravery but leaves wherever these
qualities are not good. Two days before Diwali, a

festival called Dhasara is celebrated to seek more

blessings from her. During this time Hindus buy
gold and silver and start new business veniures.
Hindus worship Lakshmi ar home as well as in the
temple. Friday is believed to be the most
auspicious day for her worship. The eight forms of
Goddess Lakshmi are Adilakshmi, Dhanalakshmi,
Dhanyalakshmi, Gajalakshimi,  Santanalakshmi,
Veeralakshmi, Vijayalakshmi and Vidvalakshmi.

THE REBIRTH OF LAKSHMI

One famous story is the churning of the milky
ocean it goes like this Indra, the warrior god, was
given the job of giving of protecting the world from
the demons. He had protected it successfully for
many yvears, and the goddess Lakshmi's presence
had made him sure of success.

One day, a wise sage offered Indra a garland of
sacred flowers. In his arrogance, Indra threw the

fowers and  Hindus believe this display of

arrogance upsel lakshmi which made her 1o leave
the place. Without Goddess Lakshmi, no person,
not even Indra, were blessed with fortune and
success,

Then the world became darker, people became
naughty and greedier and soon no food offerings
were made to the gods. The Gods began to slowly
lose their power and then the demons took over.

Indra asked Vishnu what should be done. He told
Indra that the gods would need to churn the Milky
Ocean to get back Lakshmi and her blessings. He
then told them, the Ocean held other treasures
which would also help them. This included the
elixir of life and a potion gifting immartaliry,
which would enable them to defeat the demons.

The story of the Churning of the Ocean tells of
how the gods worked together 1o churn the ocean.
They churned for many vears, but it was 1,000
years before anything rose to the surface. Finally,
the treasures began to rise to the surface. Among
them, a beautiful woman standing on a lotus

Sflower. This was Lakshmi, who had returned to the

world. With her presence, the gods eventually
defeated the demons and chased them out of the
world.
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UPANISHADS
By Kiran Ramamurthy, Coventry

The Upanishads are utlerances of Vedic time seers,
more like lecture notes. Upanishads are philosophical
texts considered to be an early source from the Hindu
religion. They are also called Vedanta, the end of
Vedas. Upanishads explain the essence of Vedas.
The Upanishads are found mostly in the concluding
part of the Brahmanas and in the Aranyakas. It also
means the culminating or final words beyond the
Karma Kanda or the ritualistic part of the Vedas

The Sanskrit term Upanishad is derived from Upa-
(nearby). Ni- (at the proper place, down) and Shad (to
sit} thus; "sitting down near", implying sitting near a
teacher ta receive.

Manuscript of ls3 Upanishad, fram the likrary of the Wellcame Library, Londan

There are more than 200 known Upanishads, one of
which, the Muktika, gives a list of 108 Upanishads —
this number corresponding to the holy Hindu number
of beads on a mala or Hindu rosary. However, only
following Upanishads are popular: Isha, Kena, Katha,
Prashna, Mundaka, Mandukya, Aitaréya. Taittiriya,
Chhandogya, Brhadarnyaka, Kaushitaki,
Shvetashvatara, Mahandrdyana. If any Upanishad
has been commented upon or quoted by revered
thinkers like Shankara, it is a Mukhya Upanishad
accepted as Sruti by most Hindus.

The new Upanishads recorded in the Muktika
probably originated in southern India, and are
grouped according to their subject as (Samanya)
Vedanta (philosophical), Yoga. Sanyasa (of the life of
renunciation), Vaishnava (dedicated fo the god
Vishnu), Shaiva (dedicated to Shiva) and Shakti
(dedicated to the goddess).

Another way of classifying the Upanishads is fo
associate them with the respective Brahmanas. Of
nearly the same age are the Aitareya, Kausitaki and
Taittiriya Upanisads, while the remnant dates from
the time of transition from Vedic to Classical Sanskrit.

Monist philosopher Shr Adi
Shankara summed up afl
the Upanishads in one
phrase "Tat Twam Asi"
(Thou Art That) and said
that in the end, the ultimate,

forimless. nconceivable
Brahman is the same as our
soul. Atman. We only have
lo realize it through

discrimination and piercing
through Maya

The special purpose of this Upanishad is to give us
the knowledge of the real that we may not come
under the dominion of the ego by identifying
ourselves with our body, mind and senses. Mortals
become mortals because they fall under the sway of
ego and depend on their own limited physical and
mental strength. The lesson of the parable of the
Devas and Brahman is that there is no real power, no
real doer except God. He is the eye of the eye, the
ear of the ear; and eyes, ears, and all our faculties
have no power independent of Him. When we thus
realize Him as the underlying Reality of our being, we
transcend death and become immortal.

Swami Vivekananda, said
‘Bring the thoughts of the
Upanishads down to every
man, to the fisherman, to the
farmer on the feld, the
student warking in the class-
room, discuss with everyone
the great message of the
Upanishads

The most important message is the identity of
Jivatman and the Paramatman. The Upanishads take
up a wonderful allegory. It says; let us take a lump of
clay. From this lump of clay have been fashioned a
pot, a dall, and various other items. All of them have
been manufactured out of clay. Essentially they are
all clay. If you dip them into water they will dissolve
and would be bereft of what we call Nama (name)
and Rupa (form).

The Upanishads tell us that it is Nama and Rupa
which separate us from one another. Essentially we
are atman. But it is these upadhis or adjuncts of
Nama and Rupa which have created all these
differences, all this variety in life. Thus we have
become individuals - men or women, a young man or
an aged woman, etc. All these differentiations are
caused by name and form.

Then. how do we know about the essential oneness?
About Brahman? The Upanishads tell us thal we
must be able to do Shravana, Manana and
Nididhyasana. That is, listen to the great message
first (Shravana). Then think over that rationally
(Manana). Then delve deep, meditate on it
(Nididhyasana). As you do that, these apparently
difficult truths gradually reveal their secrets to you.
You then understand that essentially the self and the
Supreme Self are not different. It is Nama and Rupa
which have separated them, as it were! The
Upanishads mention a number of dictums which are
to be thought over.

There many books and lot of articles available on the
internet. "Eight Upanishads" — With Commentary of
Adi Shankara, is one of the mosl popular books.
Interesting & Educative stories from the Upanishads
are also available. | urge you to read and understand
the Essence of Upanishads. Happy Reading

Source: Internet and General Reading
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Ganesha — Lord who removes obstacles
Story of Kajamugasuran

There was an asura called Kajamugasuran. He did deep penance and worshipped
Lord Siva, who granted him several boons, by which he became extremely powerful. He put
the devas and rishis to great trouble. He forced the devas to do 1008 thoeppukaranams in the
morning, 1008 in the afternoon and 1008 in the evening. [Thoeppukaranam means to sit
down and stand up holding one’s ears with crossed hands, left ear with right hand & right
ear with left hand].

The devas prayed to Lord Siva to rescue them from this evil asura. Lord Siva sent
Lord Vinayaga to overcome Kajamugasuran. Vinayagar went with several weapons such as
bow & arrow, sword, axe, etc. However, since Kajamugasuran had been granted the boon
that he be destroyed by no weapon, none of these weapons used by Lord Vinayagar broke
off his right tusk and used it to kill Kajamugasuran. Kajamugasuran still rushed at Vinayaga
in the form of a mooshikam[small mouse]. Vinayagar crushed the ego and vanity of
Kajamugasuran and sat on the mooshikam. The humbled Kajamugasuran bowed before
Vinayagar, who accepted the mooshikam as his vahana.

Lord Vinayaka is the source of everlasting wisdom. He crushed ego and vanity and

reduced it to the size of a mooshikam and used it as his vahana. Lord Vinayagar can be
pleased by doing thoepukaranam.

By: Sujin Subanthran
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Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayagar Aarathi Paadal

1. Jeya Jeya Jeya Ganesha Saranam
Jeya Jeya Jeya Ganesha
Abhayam Abhayam Sidhi (Vi)nayaga
Aaruthal Emakkarulvai — Coventry

y Coventry Thirupathiyil Kovil Konda
Engal Iyan Kula Theivamae — Ganesha
Naalum Valipadum Adiyavarkkellaam
Nalamai Vaalvarulvaai — Coventry Sidhi (Vi)nayaganae

3. Pillatyatravarkkum Perumpinikondavarkkum
Pilaiyar Arumarunthae — Engal
Kalvikarpatharkkum Kadamaimudippatharkkum
Kaaranam Kunanidhiyae — Coventry Sidhi (Vi)nayaganac

4. llaram Ongavum Iruvinai Neengavum
Iraivaa Arul Surappeer — Ganesha
Mukthi Nalam Peravum Sitham Thanilirundha
Nitham Kaapavanae — Coventry Sidhi (Vi)nayaganae

5. Thonthi Vayiru Kondu Mundhi Pirandha
Sakthi Maeindha Vaarananae — Engal
Aaval Pori Vaithu Aarathi Seithom
Amaithi Emakkarulum Gana

6. Jeya Jeya Jeya Ganesha Saranam
Jeya Jeya Jeya Ganesha
Abhayam Abhayam Sidhi (Vi)nayaga
Aaruthal Emakkarulvai — Coventry

Written by Sivashri Ruban Gurukkal
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Coventry Shri Sidhi Vinayaga Perumaan
Thiruvoonjal Paadal

8 Seermevu Englandu Desamithu Thigalum Coventry Maanagarin Paangae
Neermevu Coventry Kaalvaai Oorathu Nithilamaam Shri Sithi Vinayagar Meethu
Porul Mevu Ounjalisai Tamilaal Paada Pughalariya Pranavathin Porulaai Nindrac
Karimevum Maamukanjaer Muthalvanaana Ganapathithan Kalalinaigal Kaapathamae

2 Ghyalamisai Meruvenath Toonkal Naati Nalam Thigalum Marakathattaal Vittam Neeti
Paalamaruth Tharalamanikkayiru Pooti Panariya Ponnimisai Palagai Maati
Kolamuracheiyyum Oonjal Peedam Vaithu Kokanam Ser Coventry Maanagaril Mevum
Vaanalava Oungupugal Vanmai Konda Vallabha Shri Sidhi Vinayaganae Aadeer Qunjal

3. Chandiranum Sooriyanum Saligaithaanga Jalapathiyaam Varunan Paneer Satha
Kandharvarkan Karamthanil Kavarioonga Kandhakkadavul Kavinmathura Geethamoodha
[ndha Ulagathinil Valangal Yaavum Thigala Iniya Nagaraam Coventry Vaalum
Vandha Valvinaigal Neekum Engal Vadivudhai Sidhi Vinayaganae Aadeer Ounjal

4, Vinnulaga Indiranaathiyargal Potra Mannupathi Uyirkal Yaavum Irundhu Eatha
Kannuthalon Thirivarulaal Puviyil Thondri Kadiyavasurar Pilaigal Mutrum Maaithu
Nannutharkkiniya Paramporulaai Vaalum Ghanamuthalvaa Vinayagaa Saranam
Pannarum Ezhil Coventry Pathiuraiyum Pasiya Sithi Vinayaganae Aadeer Ounjal

5 Naalumurail Aagama Saathirangal Vaali Naanmaraiyor Vaali Pasuniraigal Vaali
Neclamugilinangal Mazhai Polindhae Vaali Nirai Mozhi Maandarum Niraindhae Vaali
Kolamigu Magaleer Pathiviratham Vaali Kotravartham Arasiyal Senkol Vaali
Seelamigu Coventry Thirupathiyil Mevum Shri Sidhivinayaganin Thiruvarulum Vaali Vaali

Written by Sivashri Ruban Gurukkal
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Mula Vinayagar & Temple Sponsors

Mr.B Kumarathas &Family
Mr.Theepan&Family
Mrs.Moorthy & Family
Mr.Thirunathan&Family
Mr.M Yogeparam&Family
Mr.Sairam&Family

Mr.S Abeesh&Family

Mr.M Bala&Family
Mr.Satheeswararajah&Family
Mr.D Balasingam&Family
Mr.Matheeban Matheeran
Mr.M Balatharan&Family
Mr&Mrs Uthayasegaran

Mr Anoj Danushan& Family
Mr V.Balan& Family

Mr&Mprs Jeevendran& Family
Mr&Mrs Sivaruban& Family
Mr.Muneswaran& Family
Miss.S Saathana& Family
Dr.Siva& Family

Mr.R Kunaradnam& Family
Mr.K Jeyakumar& Family
Miss.Sabita& Family

Mr.P Sadasivan& Family
Mr&Mrs Sachchithanthan& Family
Mr.K Chettier& Family

Mrs Kanakamma& Family
Mr.Krishnan& Family
Mr.Brasanna& Family

Mr Ramesh karigar& Family

Mr.Sivanathan & Family
Master S.Pavith & Family

Mr.K Nanthan & Family

Dr.C.N Sathyanarayana& Family
Mr.A.Sagiton & Family

Mr.S Peranantham & Family
Mr.B Badmanadan & Family
Mr.N Vijayakumar & Family
Mr.K Pathmanathan & Family
Mr.Hariharan & Family

Mr.T Kajenthiran & Family
Mr.M Muralitharan & Family
Mr.V Subash & Family

Mr.K Vasan & Family

Mrs.S Vimalaruba & Family
Mr.A Sabesan & Family

Mrs.J Chohan & Family

Mr.A Amirthalingam & Family
Mr.K Ariyaratnam & Family
Miss.A Piraba & Family

Vakeish Kurukkal & Family
Mrs.G Kanakama & Family

Mr Adaikalaraja & Family
Mr.Sivapathasundram & Family
Mrs.Konesh & Family

Mr.P Kandaswamy& Family
Mr.K Sukumar& Family

Miss.H Subanthiran& Family
Mr.Kumarakulasingam& Family
Nagin & Hasu Prajati& Family

Miss Mithula& Family

Mr V Sathappan& Family

Mr T Ganalingam& Family
Master.A Adchayon & Family

Mr Vijayakumaran & Family

Mr Sittampalam & Family

Mr Krishnan & Family

K. Prabakaran & Family

Mr Kumarakulasingham & Family
Mr Gokulan Udayakumar & Family
Mr A Sureshkumar & Family
Mr V Krishanakumar & Family

M T Raveendran & Family

Mr Tamily Suseetharan

Mr T Navaneethan & Family

Mr & Mrs P Yoganathan,

MR Ganesh & Family

Mr C Sathis, & Family

Mr Kumarasamy & Family

Mr Ayyappan & Family
Mr.A.Ramanadas & Family

Mr Ganeshalingam Akilan & Family
Mr S.Raveendran & Family

Mr.T Kaneslingam& Family

Mr.S Praveen& Family

Paesh Prajapati& Family

Dr.K Parmer& Family

Mr.Ramesh Karigar& Family
Lokesh Kondahally& Family
Master.Harish& Family

New Temple Sponsors List

Vasantha Mandapam Idols Sponsors

Athi Vinayagar
Uthsava Vinayagar
Shiva & Parvathi

Mr.Saktheswararaja & Family
Mr.S.Nimal & Family
Archway Murugan Temple

Murugan valli devayani Mr Sribaskaran & Mr.Amirthalingam Family's

Uthsava Durga
Bairavar
Durga

Master S.Thishor & Master S.Thibakar
Mr.Mahindhar & Family
Mrs.Rubaraja Family
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Other Idols Sponsors

Shiva, Nandi Mr Kumarsamy Jeyakumar & Family
Vishnu Mr.Appathurai Suntharesan & Family
Durga Mr & Mrs R.Sivarajha & Family

Lakshmi Mrs.Nidhi Venkatesh & Family

Murugan, Valli, Devayanai Mr Kanesalinga Thirunavukarasu & Family
Nadaraja Mr Sarveswaran Nadesapillai & Family
Nakatampiran Mr Sureskumar Amuthalingam

Rama, Sita, Laxmanan Mr.Sarvananthan & Mr.Thayananthan Family's
Anjeneyar Mr.Siva Mayooran & Family

Ayappan Mr Senthilkumar.C.K & Mr.K.Chinnaswamy Family’s
Bairavar Mr Suthakaran Panchalingam & Family
Sandeshwarar Mr Mr & Mrs Satkunarajah & Family
Dakshinamurthy Mr.S.Uruthiran & Family

linkopavar Mr & Mrs Shiva & Chandra & Family
Saraswati Mr.Kiripaharan Subramaniam & Family
Suriyan Mr.Nanthakumar Pirathipan & Family
Chandran Mr& Mrs A Uthayasegaran & Family
Chevai Mr. Selvarathanam & Family

Bhudhan Mr.Rajavijendran & Family

Guru Mr. Balatharan & Family

Sukiran Mr Ayyappan Srinivasagan & Family

Sani Mr.Gobiharan & Family

Rahu Mr.R.Navarathnam & Family

Kethu Mr.S.Peranantham & Family

Other Items Sponsors

New Temple Flooring works

New Temple Building Painting works
Carparking and Reinstatment works
Rear oneside concreting works
Audio System

Front Marble Works

Entrance Banner

Mr. Sarvananthan & Mr.Thayananthan Family's

Mr S.Nadesapiltai & Family

Mr.K.Chinnaswamy & Family

Mr.N.Pushpamohan & Mr.G.Sayanthangunaratnam Family's
Mr.A.Suntharesan & Family

Mr.Vasi Kumar & Mr.Nitharsan Family's

Mr V.Raveendran & Family
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LWA TRA
SKILLS FOR W

2

OUr callices

ENGLISH
ACADEMY

* ESOL with Citizenship

s A1 Spouse VISA

¢ Student Visa Extention
B1 B2 IELTS

...................................... damnres

LICENSING
CONSULTANT

¢ APLH Award for

Personal Licence Holder
* Licensing Appeal/Reviews
¢ DPS Supervisor Course
* Free StaffTraining =
* Premises Licence
Application
Personal Licence
Application

PRACTICAL
ACCOUNTANCY
AND PAYROLL

* Bookkeeping courses
* Payroll
* Sage Training

OTHER COURSES

* Food Safety in Catering
* Supervisor Training
Health Safety Course

¢ First Aid at work

* Pass Driving Theory

¢ Education Training Skills

Principal:



2]

m&‘.sr-ma)'i’gﬂ uh AHHelBrust CHaIaOSHIOrD
COVENTRY SHRI SIDHI VINAYAGAR DEVASTHANAM

Charity No: 1144183

65A George Elliot Road, Coventry CV1 4HT

Telephone: 024 7663 2211
www.sidhivinayagar.org .uk

Opening Time : 9.00am - 1.00pm
5.00pm - 9.00pm
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