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THE AMERICAN HIERARCHY

DENOUNCE POWER POLITICS

WANTS PEACE BASED ON “ATLANTIC CHART‘ER"

“We have no confidence ina peace
which does not carry into effect, without
reservations or equivocations, the prin-
ciples of the Atlantic Charter.”

~+ This declaration was made in Nov:
last by the Hierarchy. of the United
States in an official statement comment-
ing on. Dambarton Oaks and laying
down the moral conditions of any inter-
national peace organisation. The prin-
ciples which the American Bishops lay
down include : y

1. Assistance for prostrate nations,
2. Rejection of Power Palities.

3. Any international institution must
be universal ; no membér in it may
judge his own case; it must provide for
.revision of treaties.

4. The internal regime of every nation
‘and the protectionin it of essential
human rights is the concern of all be-
cause tyranny anywhere threatens the
peace of all, i\

. The signatories of the statement on

behalf of the American Hierarchy are

the ten Bishops of the Administrative
' Board of the N.C.W.C.

We have met the challedge of war ;
‘Shall we meet the challenge of peace ¢
—are the opening words of the state-
ment, ¥

Public opinion can exert a tremend
ous influence in making the peace and
determining the manner of international
collaboration for its maintenance,

It'is imperative . that all citizens
recognise their responsibility in the
making and maintenance of peace.

‘They must inform themselves on the
issues and form their judgments in the
light of sound reason and our Christian
democratic conditions. They must free
themselves from hatred, from distrust,
from the spirit of mere expediency,
from national g:eed and from indiffer-
ence fo right in the use of might, and
‘they must form their judgments on the
basis of stern objective realities.

GODLESS SCHOLARS

L4

This war came largely from bad eda-
cation. It was oot brooght on by
primitives or unlettered peoples. The|
contemporary philosophy which asserts
the right of aggression is the creation of

.+ scholars. Discarding moral principles
and erowding God out of huoman life,
scholars produced the monstrous philo-
sophies which, embodied in political and
social systems, enslave buman reason
and destroy the consciousness of innate
human rights and duties.

We feel, too, that it should provide
assistance for prostiate nations in re-
constructing their economie, social and
political institutions. If justice is com-
promised, if uvnreasonable concessions
are made to might, grievances will
rankle in the bosom of aggrieved nations
to endanger the peace of the world. If
prostrate nations are not assisted in
givipg to their peoples fair economic |
opportunities they will become the arena
of civil strife apd turmoil. No interna-
tional organisation will be able to main-
tain & peace which 15 vnfair and unjust,

We must repudiate absolutely the
tragic fallacies of “"Power Folitics’™ with
its balance of power,upheres of infuence
in a system of puppet Governments and

I

the resort to war as a
intern

means of setting
ional difficulties.

the last world war an attempt
& to organise the international
moenity, It failed, not  because its
?bjectlve was mistaken but because of
inherent defects in its character and
more especially perhaps becanse the
nations werg not disposed to recognise
their daty to wark togather for the com-
mon good of the world. International
!aw‘v must govern international relations.
Might must be snbardinated to law,

THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTION

An international institution based on
recognition of an ohjective moral obli-
gation and oot on the binding force of
Covenant alone is needed. The interna-
tional institution must be universal, It
must seek fo include with due rezard to
basic equality'of right all the nations
large and small, strong,and weak, Itz
constitution must be demoératic,

While it is reasonable to set up a
security council with limited member-
ship, this Council must not he an instru-
ment for imperialistic domination by a
few powerful nations, It must not allow
any mation to sit in judgment in its own
case. It must provide in its charter for
the revision of treaties in the interest of
justice and the tommon good of the
international community as well as for
the recognition of a people's coming-of-
age in the family of nations, It is rea-
sonable that the organisation have at its
disposal'resources for coercing outlaw
nations even by military measures in
fostering and oromoting international
co-operation. 1

It must seck tognarantes to the weak
and poor nations economic opportunities
which are necessary to give their peo-
ples reasonable’ standards of living and
it must seek to prevent selfish monopol-
istic control of raw materials.,

No nation may view with unconcern
conditions that permit millions of work-
ers in atly country to be without the
opportunity to secure from - their labour

radequate family support,

Nations rich in  natural resourées
must remember that ownership of pro-
perty never dispenses from the social
obligations of stewardship.

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY

There should be a world conrt to
which justiciable disputes among nations
must be submitted. Its authority should
not be merely advisory but strictly judi-

ciagl. Competent international author-
ity must enact into ppsitive law the
principles of the moral law in their

international references.

The international organisation nations
which refuse to submit their internation-
al disputes which constitute a threat to

|
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A deputation from the Catholic Union
of Ceylon, led by Dr. Lucian de Zilwa,
appeared before the Soulbury Commis-
sion bn Tuesday morning, The other
members of ‘the deputation were the
Very Revd. Fr. Peter Fillai, O.M.1., Sir
Gerard Wijeyekoon, Chevalier S, Aru-
lanantbam, Dr. C. J: C. de Silva, Mr. S.
J. K. Crowther, Mr. D. ]. B. Kurappu
and Mr. C. H. Wickremanayake, ;

Dr. de Zilwa said that the Catholic
population of the Islapd was about
450,000 persons. The Catholics were far
from being reactionaries and whole-
heartedly supported the claim for the
political progress of the people of the
Island. TFlowever, then felt that ¢ertain
safeguards were necessary for the Cath-
olic Church. e N

While they welcomed the guarantes
of religious freedom enunciated in'the
Minister's scheme they were of opinion
that it was not sufficiently comprehen-
sive. [t did not, for example, expressly
include the puarantee of religious free-
dom in matters educational,

il

The deputation suggested that the

following Article be substituted in place

of Article 8 of the Ministers’ Constitu-
tional Scheme ;—

In the exercise of " its power under
Article 7 Parliament shall not make any
law :—(a) to prohibit or restrict the
free profession, propagation and exercise
of any religion; or (b) to make persons
of any community or religion liable to
disabilities or restrictions to which per-
sons of other communities: or religions
are pot made liable; or (c) to confer
either directly or indirectly on persons
of any community or religion any pri-
vileges or advantages which are not
conferred on persons of other commu-
nities or religion; or. (d) to oblige by
direct or indirect means parents it vio-
lation of their conscience and reasonable
preference to send their children to
schools established by the State or to
any particular type of schools designated
by the State or to make any discrimina-
tion between schools under the manage-
ment of different religious denominations
or to subject denominational Schools to
financial disabilities because of their
religious character,to affect prejudicially
the right of any parent to send his child
to a school receiving public  money
without the child being called uvpan to
attend celigions instruction at that
school,” :

The Supreme Court of the Island
should be explicitly  vested with  the
right of declaring an act of the Ceylan
Parliament to be iovalid if it contra-
venes the provisions with regard to
fundamental rights.

Dr, de Zilva then referred to the
question of education. He said that the
trend of the policy  of the Minister of
Education in recent  times had been

the peace or the common good of the | towards the elimination of the assisted

international  community
treated by the interpalional organisation |
as outlaw pations,

The international organisation must |
never violate the rightful govereianty. of

nations.  Sovereipnty isa right which
cames from the al personality of a
pation and v he interpational

prganisation mugt salezuard antl defend.

However, national sovereignty may not

be interpreted as abzelving a pation
(Continued on Inner Page)

shiould . be | sehools and the establishment of a State

monopoly,  The opposition to this had
not been restricted to. Catholics or other
Christians, At a public meeting held at
Ananda College, the leading Buddhist
| College in this city, a resolution was
| unanimously passed by Buddhists, Hin=
dus, Christians and Muslims in opposi-
tion to the declared policy of the Min-
icter of Hducation, which was an
attemipt to eliminate the denominational
schools.

CATHOLIC UNION BEFORE -
REFORMS COMMISSION ;

‘ASKS SAFEGUARDS

“I'he attack. on. denominational
schools has not beena frontal attack '
but of an undermining: character,” be
said. -

As an instance he pointed out that it
was suggested if a child of one denomi-
nation attended a  school of anaother
denomipation no Government grant
should be paid for the child. The parent
would have to pay a sum equivalent to
the grant which might have been earned.
That obviously interfered with the right
of the parent to decide to what school
he should send his child, i

Continuing Dr. de Zilwa said thatthe
Buddhist priests were'a tolerant set of
people; but the members of the Buddhbist
laity were not'so. He urged that in the
event of measures being passed by the
legislature which were not acceptable to.
sonie, the right should be granted to ' -
appeal to the Supreme Court, to test
whether those measures were valid,

Questioned by Lord Soulbury in re.
gard to the suggestion made inthe State
Conngil that the grant should be with-
held in cases where children of ome.
denomination attended a scheal .
dilferent denomination, Father
Pillai said this amendment had
praposed by the Minister of Local
ministration. 33 \ Re

TLord Soulbury remarked that th
was a pnssibii'ﬁ:ry that that amend
would not be accepted. il

Fr, Peter Pillai remarked that the
State schools proposed to give edacation
to children of every denomination.

In reply to questions by Mr. Burrows
regarding the right of appeal to the.
Supreme Court, Fr. Pillai said th _t-’:ﬂ!.??“_
also desired the altimate right'.of‘:@pufl'
to the Privy Comneil.

ELECTORAL DEMARCATION

On the question of the demarcation ©
of electorates under the Ministers
scheme, Fr. Pillai said that they would
not demand fép're;amaﬁ% on _gg_:_g!y.-___
denominational grounds, The Catholics
were anxious to merge with the rest of
the community, but were anxious @
the same time to have Fe_g:ase_npnﬁargs_
who would safeguard their interests and
the interests of all Christians, ety

He was referring; he said to problems
which would crop . up in areas where .
Christians were predominant. He exs
pressed the fear that in such cases the
Christian groups may be. cut up in the
process of demarcating the * varion
clectorates, An effort should be made
wherever possible to allow thus.é_ con-
centration of people of one faith to 5
remain intact. _

Lord Soulbury then qu_ﬂ_stionad f‘ly_a'
deputation en their suggestion that :,?
order further to facilitate the return
members tepresenting minority lr_ltatesls',
that the Delimitation Commission be
directed to consider  tha questian of
multiple-member constituencies in areas
where certain interests are likely to go
untepresentad and to provide sutfh coll-
ctituencies where Necessary. ;

Fr, Peter Pillai said thnt__p{upqrthnnl
representation in Ceylon was impossible
and it was too complicated, 'Th‘_n sug-
pestion  was a simpler way, It v\_feng a
certain distance towards the possibility
of minority members being elected.

(Continued on Inner Page.)
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DEBATE ON ;
EDUCATIONAL REFORM

According to the Ceylon Ob-
server the continuation of this
3 debate has been postponed inde-
B e il be e
- sumedis not known, It would

~ have been better had the debate
~ continued te a finish and then
‘we can know where we are.

: The discussion of this subject
?' in the SmEe Council did ‘nc.nt
- evoke any general enthusi-
3 , asm. ' Instead of listening fo
the speeches members pre-
ferred to go out of the Chamber
‘and indulge in small talk apd
 several times bell had to be rung
~ to call in some of them in order
to, carry on the debate with
It must ‘be said for
members that speeches, on
the whole, were not worth listen-
iﬁg*t@ There was much repeti-
tion with'a great deal of anti-
_christian animus.. The theme
‘on which'most of the speakers
harped on was that denomina-
tional schools, that is to say,
hristian  schools ' must go and
ate schools must take their
places. They dared not say that
ithe present State schools were
. more efficient or less expensive.

~ The only argument they kept on

~ repeating one after another was
" thatsince the State paid for the
schools the State must control
them. Nobody denies the right
of the State to exercise control
but that control must not go
beyond reasonable limits. When
this very argument was frotted
" out in the British Parliament
% during the debate on the Eng-
lish New Education Bill, one of
the members met it saying that
y if the State claims the right to
control education because of its
money contribution, have not
the parents greater right of con-
trol who contribute, so to say
their children. Without children
schools are impossible and it is
the parents who render them
possible by sending to them their
childten. The greatest amount
of harm may be done to them
by a wrong kind of education
as one may see in the Hitler
youth.  The chief responsihility
of educating their children
therefore rests with the parents
and hence their right of control.

It is impossible to defend State
monopoly of education with any
show of reason  without making
one's own the principles of ey
treme fofalitarianisin,  Hitler
may be defeated but not [itler.

an

o

A

.

ism and as a proof of it one
may point to many of the
speeches made in  fhe Stare

Council during this debate
men who pas
democracy.

r by
s lor champions of
Again, the strange
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\thing is that these members

spoke as if there is now no State
control of education in this coun-
tey, The truth is there is as
much of it in denominational
schools as in Government schools
without the former enjoying all
the advantages enjoyed by the
latter.
to assisted schools lies in the ap-
pointment of teachers and even

‘|in this a prior sanction must be

obtained from the Head of the
Department of Education. The
Managers of assisted schools
have in reality become public
servants under the Department
but unpaid public servants.

REPORT MADE PUBLIC
UNDER PRESSURE

We have read with very great
satisfaction the Report on Rural
Reconstruction in Ceylon by Mr,
G. de Soyza, C.C.S., Acting Re-
gistrar of Co-operative Societies.
This Report was prepared for
the information of the sub-Com-
mittee of the Board of Ministers
appointed to formulate a scheme
of Rural Reconstruction and
submitted to the sub-Committee
in May, 1942.° It was made
available to the public only some
three weeks ago and that after
being forced to do so. The pres-
sure for its publication came
this way. The Minister of Agri-
culture moved a supplementary
vote to give a- bonus to the
officer who produced the Report
but the members of Council re-
fused to pass it on the ground
that they had not seen the Re-
port. " A proposal was made to
circulate it among the members
but they insisted on its publica-
tion. All the art of sweet per-
suasion on the part of Mr, Sena-
nayake proved unavailing and he
had to promise its publication
without further delay. That is
how this very wuseful and valua-
ble document was made availa-
ble to the public of this country
after having remained pigeon-
holed for almost three vyears.
This reluctance to give it
publicity arose from the fact
that the report was 4 conscienti-
ous, honest and intelligent piece
of work which ecriticized when
crilicisn  was considered neces-

oot its defects, many of which
were fundamental, The bonus
given to Mr. Soyza was only a
sum of Rs. 1,000 but he has by
his intervention saved for the
country lakhs of rupees which
would have otherwise been wast-

ed on Reconstraction that had
badly gone amiss. Government
were well advised to order 4

jsurvey of the Rural Reconstruc-

tion work carried on by their
Departments and other ii:a;_','{)]ll.'iﬁ!i
in the country and they wers
most happy in the selection of
the officer.  He was not only to
conduct the survey hut also to|

subinit Propo

L tis lor agcheme of
Rural

Reconstruetion

which

might be adopted universallv
throughout  the country,  Thi
task entrusted to this officer was | c
a difficult one but he has aceom-
plished it very wel] indeed, He
visited the centres where Rural

Reconstruction
on under diffe

D

18 being carriet
nt Government

All the freedom granted |

sary. Instead of extolling the
Rural Reconstruction that was|
being  carried on, it pointed

not only in Ceylon’ bat alse in
| India and made personal investi-
gations into what being done
from the office concerned
and othars and has produced a
Report with his ow bservations
and which in
{our apinion will prove extremely
useful to the
if they cantemplate on launching
out on any Rural Reconstruction
Scheme. But Mr. de Soyza
does not like the word Recon-
struction. He feels, and rightly
g0, that it is too ambitious and
pretentious and would prefer
instead the term Development,
QOur special interest in this mat-
ter is due to the fact that we
ourselves alter reading the highly
coloured reports sent out from
a’' Rural Reconstruction centre
wrote in, praise of the work done
but on visiting it were much
disappointed. We cannoft now
go further into the particulars

1O
e
FCCO M T enaation

of this volumnious Rep but
we must say that we it
with increasine apprect of

the writet's sound judgment and
his masterly pgrasp of the sub-
ject.

D i ———

Small Pox and Its
Prevention

(COMMUNICATED).
~Small Pox is a dangerous disease but
it i1s preventibla. The disease is caused
by a very minute germ which is passed
from the sick person to the healthy by
close contact, The germ is not passed
from the sick to the healthy throngh the
air to persons at a distanca from the sick
person, \
Usual symptoms are hizh fever, head-
ache, and a severe persistent backache.
On the 3rd day of illness the fever dis-
appears and a rash appears usually on
the face and spreading tq the remainder
of the body.

. THE METHODS OF PREVENTION

1. Vaccination.
2. Keeping ata distance from the
sick persons.

Viaecingtion, is a sure means of
avoiding an attack of small pox, pro-
vided it is done before or immediately
alter exposure to infection or contact
with a case. The reactions after vacei-
nation ate of three types :(—

l. Primaty ‘Taks'. This reaction is
observed in petsons vaccinated for the
first time in their lives. Therd is redness
and swelling at the site of vaceination,
followed by the appearance of a vesicle
(Blister) in which pus (matter) later
forms. The pus then dries forming a
crust which falls off about the 21st day
after vaccination.
2. An accelerated reaction is one in |
which all the stages of the ‘primary
take" develop and are completed in 10-
12 days.

3. An immediate reaction is.opein

Foard of Ministers|

| introducing  another

| refused to get them vaccinated. In any
condition of health it is better to be
vaccinated than to risk petting small
| pox,
Contucts, People who come in close
contact with a case of small pox are
£ They are generally
who live in the house of a patient
‘2 who visit such a patient when

Period of infection, The disease can
| be passed from the sick to the healthy
|from the time of onset of the fever
until the rash bas complately healed,
and the skin is clear,

“Contacts cannot spread the disease
| until they are actually ill with small
| hox. :

The co operation of the public is
earnestly solicited in bringing all sus:
pected or actual cases to the notice of
the Medical Officer of Health and in
assisting the Sanitary Assistants and
vaccinators to get persons of all ages
and all conditions of health wvaeccinated
immediately, This measure will he]p
to rid the town of this dangerous dis-
edase,

— et
Catholic Union Before
Reforms Commission

,.'1

(Continued from Page)

Lord Soulbury requested for more
information about the proposal to with-
draw'the grant in the case of children of
one denomination attending schools of
another denomination.

Regarding electoral areas, the Min-
isterial scheme was that electoral areas
should, as far as possible, be demarcated
accarding to consideration of the num-
bers of people, transport facilities and a p
community of interests. The deputation
submitted that a very large number of
Catholics bad been practically deprived
of the vote by being merged together
with others of different persuasions and
interests or where such people were in.
the majority. They should have certain
electorates either of a chiefly Christian
character or giving a chance for Christ-
1ans to elect candidate they preferred.

Mr. F. J. Burrows inquired whether
children of one denomination attending
a school of another denomination wers
compelled to attend the classes in religi-
ous instruction.

Fr, Pillai replied in the negative, and
said that there was the Conscience
Clause, He added that the new proposal -
was that religious instruction should he _;
introduced in the proposed State schools, . :
Fr.Pillai, answering further questions,

-said that it was the wval untary denomi-
national schools that had in the past

done aliost all the edication in the
country. The State was just besinning

to do so now. y
Lord Soulbury asked whether the .
demarcation of electoral areas, in the

maunner proposed by the deputation,
would not be tantamount to introducing
special representation on religions
grounds; when there had been already
considerable criticism 3f representation
on racial grounds, + Wonld they not be
principle which
might be objected to in various quart-
ers ? . v

Fr. Pillai said  that it was not on
purely denominational grounds that they

which there isanly  redness and eleva-
tion of the skin  followed by drying |
withoul passing through the stages of
vesicle and pus formation in about 5§
days.

The (irst two reactions produce pro-
tection against small pox while the third

action indicates  that  the pPErson
\dy. pussesses resistance to the dis- |

During a Small Pox epidemie if any
vaccinated petson does not he either
of the fitgt two reactions. he should ba
vaceinated every sixth day until he is
vaccinated three times,

Viecelnation is the most innhortant |

measure inthe pre

sntion of small pox.
ted who continue to

in the course of an
all pox by falling victims
In the interests of the
the duty of all people

idemic of
to the diseat
mmunily it is

C I'vaceinated and re.vaccinated as
soon as-an putbreak accurs, [t is'to be
:tted Lthat many p o do nat get

inated but treat this gilt as ifitis a
pumishment, It is tragic to find ‘that

epartments and private agencies { and died are (hose

inlants and children who gaot small pox

zled. What is it that you actually want?

areas so that the

areas in
chance of representatives of
who are actually in a
areas' being returned,

introduce—the demarcation-of electaral
nf[c.a:' and their delimitation on the basis
0

population ¢

wanted such representation, The Cath-
olics were anxious to merge with the
rest of the community, but wera at the
same time anxious to have representa.
tives who would safeguard the interests
of all Christians, particularly in areas
where Christians were predominant,
Lord Soulbury :  You are not asking
or religious representation as. such j—
No.
Mr,F.1.Burrows : I am still a bit puz-

Fr. Pillai : We have, for instance, a
Christian  population along the coast- v
line, It is possible to demarcate electaral
y would beaina major-
Ifwe demareate the coastline
that  way thera isa batter
Christians, \
majority iu-thnsae‘ 2

it

Lord Soulbury :

; Don't you think it
might be a

dangerous principle to

the propartion  of the "Christian

whose phrents had

interest which

Fr. Pillai. There js 8 community of o
the  Ministers have.

¢ .
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to introduce what
representation | :
Fr. Pillai. Wearns a0aly asking that
_we may not BY penalised and cut up
unnecessarily.
~ Chevalier S. Arulanaotham  then re-
fered to the attempt to havea State
monepoly. in the matter of education.
The aim of the State was to draw all
stodents into State schools. The cost
* of educationas a result of the new
educational proposals would reach a
figure which the State could ill afford.

CASE OF JAFFNA STUDENTS

Chev. Arulapantham mentioned as an
instance of unfair discrimination in the
case of 12 Jaffna students who had won
Government scholarships. They were all

" Catholics and they applied that those
scholarships shoulld be given to them to
attend Catholic schools.

~ The answer was that it was regretted

that their request could not be granted
‘as central scholarships were not trans-
ferable. This was, he said, penalising
‘the Catholics and compellmg them to
ed cate the children, _in non-Catholic
schoals, That meant that their children
had to undergo a disability which other
communities did not suffer. That was
against the spirit of the Constitution.

»

" The American Hierarchy

fGoﬂhuued from Page 1)
I'mrn its obligations in the international
. community. Moreover, even within the
S:nta national sovereignty is limited by
X f ‘innate rights of men and families. The
¥ 1dwin,y of a nation in its internal life
 isaconcern of the international com-
' ~muanity. To reject its principle is tan-
~ tamount to maintaining that theviola-
~ ., tion of the innate tights of men ina
~ country by its own. Government has na
. relation to world peaee,
We hold that if thefe is to be genuine
- and lasting world peace the international-
. . organisation should demand as a condi-
tion of membemhlp that every nation
guamntae in law and respett in fact the
innate rights .of men, families and
‘minority groups in  their civil and reli-
 gions life. :
Surely our generation should know
" that tyranny in :
* world psace. A pation which refuses to
© . accord to its own people the full enjoy-
ment of innate human rights cannot be
relied npon to co-operate in the interna-
_tional commuonity for the maintenance
of a peace which is based on the recop-
pition of national freedom.Such a nation
will pursue its own selfish international
_ policies while paying lip=sérvice to
international co-operation, -——Caﬂmi ic
Herald, London.

L s ———

Schools in Jaffna Urban Area

]

4

We are definitely re-opening schonl
.~ on Monday 5th. Feb. andall students
are expected to be back for work theo,
J.T. Arulanantham Prinecipal, S.].C.
E.M.Thillayampalam _ ,, C.M.S.College
T.M.E.Long, O.M.I. Rector, S.P.C
E.Scowcroft Principal, Vembadi G.C.
A C,_A. Smith Central College
A.Comaraswamy ,; Hindu 2
Maother M. Loyon, Superior, H.F.C.
Jaffna, 1-2-45,

~ LOCAL & GENERAL

e ma

Confraternity of the Sacred
Heart, S.P.C. Branch.—A very
pleasant function came off on Tuesday
the 23rd ultimo at  6-30 pan., when the
members of the Conlraternity met their
President, the Very Revd, Fr. 1. M. F.
Long, OUM.L,, M.A., at the Caollege Li-

"

patron saint, St. Timothy, Fr. Ptesi- |
dent was ushered in  with
Anthem, after which there were light
refreshments served. Aflter a few sglect
songs; Mr. F. J. Armstrong in a humor-
ous speech voiced the sentiments of al
present and wished him a happy [east
and ad multos anoos, After Fr, Long
had suitably replied, Mr, G.S. Puviraja-
singhe thanked all who bad both finao.
cially and by their presence made the
function a success, Alterdhe Pre
had imparted his blessing, the ging
of the National Apthem apd the three
cheers called by My, F, A. Sandrsagara,

&

amounts to religions |

caived with thanls
S H! Bungau, 'a  &mall
1945 with o beausifnl of
Il‘a:-'l"' gd [eart and a copy ofa Crusil
Lettar fntended for the Little Crusader
of the Sacred Heart and a tiny booklet
of ‘a play.an Tamil for child

A By ('11‘Cllﬂ:] ~Con
the deatheal Mr.
nomination paj

[ronme ¢}

piglire

mt on

i y‘

a member [for

Jalfna Lirban L-- incil

by the G.A. at the Jaffna

befote 11 3D a.m. on the 7 |
and If tworor more candi

nominated polling will o1 the
24th  March, 1945 at indu  Board
Tamil Sehool, Amman Road, Kan-
tharmadaim for malas and females. -

No candidate will ‘be deemed to be
duly npminated unless, in respect of his
candidature, a sum of Ts, 100 is de-
posited with the G A. before 11.30 am.
on March 7, 1945,

1f more than ane duly qualified can- |
didate is duly nominated for the above-
said electoral division, a poll will be
held. The poll shall openat 9 a.m. and
clo t 5 pm.

seased Locality."—By noti-
fi ina Gazette Extragrdinary of
Z9th-January H.E. the Governor has
declared as ‘diseased locality' the area
bounded as follows :—On the North-
east i By Sandilipay-Pandaterrippa
road. On the South-east : By Chan-
kapai-Sandilipay road. On the Sonth-

,cuaals and others interested in education

any nation menaces |

west : By Sandilipay-Sithankerny road
including the Chankanai market and
premises and Sithankerny Hamlet. On
the North-west:, By Vaddokoddai-
Pandaterrippn ruaé

Straight from the Horse's
Month.—Ata meeting of School Prin-

held in the Committes Rasm of the [J,
C. buildings last Wadnesday 31st unlt:,
the point was raised that as the closmg
of the schools on the 17th olt. was
wltra virés the question of compensa-
tion for the sehools  affected became a
very practical issue.

Oue of the members of the U.C. pro-
tested stating that the epidemic was an
act of God. What followed is given
verl:atim.

“Mr, Chairman, was the order closing
the schaols an act of God "
The Chairman, “No, na,

ing to da with it."—Caor,
Jaffna Diocesan Union.—A com-
mittee meeting of the [.D.U. will be
held at the Catholic Club on Sunday
the 4th Feb. at 6-30 p.m. .

Internationzl Catholic RBurean
of Information.—An International
Catholic Information and Enquiry Ser.
vice, which will have headquarters in
the capitals of the - Enslish-speaking
conntries, and which will co-ordinate
Catholic action throughont the world,
is to be formed early this year. A union
of Bishops in the nalish-speaking
couniries is also oroposed. The Bureau
will be opened in Lotdon and cloze
contacts will be made and maintained

I had noth

with the Government - Ministries and
Departments.
2 el e T I

Various Depufations Give
Evidence before the
Soulbury Commissien

Muslim League Before
Commission

Lord Soulbury asked Mr, T. B. Jayah
whether he could amplify the statement
in the memarandium that the new Jdemo-
cracy of Ceylon was exploited by the
leaders of the community which found

| power,
brary on the eve of the feast of his|of the abolition of communal representa-

the Papal |

L commutity be ina position to
impos

Hae e I that althopgh under the
Manning (nu, itution It was more a

itself suddenly entrenched in political
which was the inevitable result
| tien and the creation of single-member
constituentics,

Mr. Jayah called the days nf the
Manning Constitution and the dictum of
the Duke of Davons that no sipgle

v
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AWAY W ] way issue of the Cathe
they had o dian (hoth English and Tamil)
| balance inst. which  will certainly con-
the p reral useful  and instroctive
have taken the turn w on teligions questions, These
best minds of tha covntry : ) e sent along with the baoks

Sema fetritarial cans et if needed,  May the motto be “Every
0 Ouly In the Sho (||:J|”JJ” a Dook, Every Family 2 Gliar

Hn ping that von \"I]l give all publi-
ty yoil can to this article and qoh(,mng
t.v co-aperation of the parish priests,
the heads of institutions and socisties,
Yours fraternally in Xt

P. SaVERIMUTTH,
Secy, Particular Coungil,
l.} St. Patrick's College. d

e ————
Dlsmhutiun of Sabsidiary
Foodstuffs to Schools for

: Mid-day Meals

All schools now providing a free mid-
day meal and which require subsidiary,
foodstuffs or wheat for the purpose
should apply to me  at the beginning of .
each month giving the average number L
of school-fed children during the pre- -
ceding month, This should be certified
by the Manager ar Inspector of Schoals, .
E. GUNARATNE, L
Asst, Govt, Agent (E}. Jaffna,
Jaﬂ'na. 26-1-45,

CORRESPONDENCE |-

Press Sunday

The Editor,
“Catholic Guardian,” Jafna

||Il‘I or another.

Even in the Provines unle
@ f.nm..cr electorates it \J.-_ml.i
sible for Muslim to be

ahy
returned, |

Purely on population basis, the Mus-
lims were entitled to ' six members only, 12
he said; but in a country like ‘Ceylon
weightage had to be taken into account
for equitable representation. That would
bring about a halance,

Mr. Jayah said that
system was worked under very great
difficulty. He felt that it could be
carried on provided representation could
be inereased and if the system could be
modified as the result of experience
gained during the last 13 vears.

Lard Soulbury ;: Do you find that the
committees po each its own way without
eommon direction ?

(Continued on Page 4. }

the committee

_-_.

storekeepar—l?lrewnod Depot,
Jaffna

Applications are invited up to I5th -
February, 1945 for the post of Store-
leeper hrewocrd Depot, ]aﬂp_a from
persons of dnd  above the age of 35
year's. The salary attached to the pnsi:-
is Tts. 75 plus war allowance. The post
is temporary and terminable 6n one.
month’s notice on  either side. The
selected candidate must be prepared to
deposit cash security of Rs.1, EIGD b&f&l’&—'
entering on his duties.

E. GDONARETNE,
Asst, Govt. Agent (E}, Jaﬂ'ﬁ. e

The Kachcheri, ; 7

]affna., 30th jan., 1945 £1n

Sir,—Impelled by the dire need for
the diffusion of Catholic literature now
more than ever, the Particular Council
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Jaffna in collaboration with the Litera-
ture Committes of the Diocesan Union,
Jaffna has arranged a large seale sale of
Catholic books and pamphléts in Eng-
lish, Sinhalese and Tamil on Sunday
the 18th inst.—the Press Sunday. Such
a task calls for the co-operation of the
priests and the congregation of the vari-
ous churches within the peninsula and
without, The lists of hooks ayailable

BANK OF CEYLON

* s o

- G IETE +_- 3

THE - DIRECTORS 'OF .= . 1

THE BANK OF CEYLON e
S L e ANNOUNCING = * ;éf

: TIHAT -A BRANCH' OF THE BANK =
Under the Charge of & =
. ;

MR. €. LOGANATHAN .

WILL BE OPENED

AT No. 242, HOSPITAL goxn,
(Opposite the Power Station), IAFFNQ,

At 10 a. m. To-day.
Facilities for all Banking and Exchange_--

Business will be provided. R i

In view of the present War situation
¢there will be no formal opening sof the

branch.

A. T. HUNTER,
Acting General Manager.
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::;rid@ Deputations Give
Evidence before the
"Soulbury Commission

. {@ontinued from Page 3).

My, Jayah : That is not strictly cor=
rect., Mr. Jayah pointed out that no
Ministar had been removed by a vote of
censure,

Lord Soulbury : If a Minister dis-
agrees with his committee he would be
inclined to resign.

Mr. Jayah : That is what he should
do, but it bas not happened here.

Tord Soulbury : What sort of re-
presentation is adeghate to represent
the minorities ?

Mr. Jayah : It all depends. If the
English parliamentary system is follow-
edand the Governor or Goversor-
General calls upon the Leader to form
the cabinet, then, if there is balanced
representation the leader will be forced

 to consult the leaders of the minority

communities. The number of minorities
in the cabinet may not be fixed. It may
‘be four, five or six—a sufficient nnmber
of leading representatives agreeing on a
‘common policy. Otherwise the cabinet
system cannot work.

Lord Soulbury remarked that the
er might be in some difficulty if it
was provided that there should bea
rtain number of minorities on  the
cabinet and if he could not get those
representatives. '

Me. Jayah replied that tbat would
only happen if things continued as they
were and if there were distrust. Once
distrust was removed by increased

- représentation he did oot think there

would be difficulty in regard to that
‘matter, :

Mz, Jayah thought that Ceylon was

too small a country to bave a second
chamber if it could be-avgidad.
If the second chamber was intended
eguard for the minorities, there
suld be' equal representation of the
rities in the second chamber, But
ention was merely to check hasty
egislation. FHe did not think, there-
fore, that they could dispense with
ate representation in the popular
chamber, because there would he repre-
‘Sentation in the upper chamber.

ek Mr. Peri Sunderam

when
a.m. y

He felt that for a country like Ceylo
the execative committee system waué..
“be best snited for the country subject,
of course, to a large number of seats,

There were about 800,000 Tudians of
whom about 675,000 wete in the Kan-
dyan provinces. These 800,000 should
bave pot at least eight seats,

The Ministers” proposals he said, pro-
vided seats for vacant spaees, and not
according to franchisement at all.

« He was not satisfied with the scheme.
The mere words “territorial representa-

. Peri Sunderam gave evidence
the Commission resumed at 11-45

tion” had no magic about it, Only
communal | representation would be
satisfactory,

Dealing further on the question of
communal representation, Mr. Peri
Sunderam said that he supported it,
Communal members would fight amang
themselves in their own electarates, bat
they would come to Council without
rancour and withont  prejudices  and
work for the common good, At present
the communal cry was a popular methad
of electioneering, Communal rEpresen-
tation should be re introduced even at
the cost of efficiency, for the sake
national solidarity,

He did not himself 'think (hat it
desirable to make tha Governor res
sible for such activities of the leprisla-
tureunder the pew mns{iiution.ﬂ As
time went bn the. Governor would
more and more in the position of
stitotional monarch. e felt that the

“power of the ligislalure to enact meas.
ures contemplated under Article 4 of
the Royal Instructions shonld he imited
under the constitution by giving, the
right to any affected person to aliestion
the validity of such |
Supreme Court sitting
bench,

of

asa collagtive

Mr. Clement Black

Mr. Clement [, Black,

: nominated
member of the

State Council, pave

be |
a con- |

measure before the |

evidence before the Soulbury Commis-
sion on Friday morning last, He had
garlier submitted the following brief
memorandum :

Unless the franchise be limited, it
is imperative that thers be the super-
visory and, when necessary, leavening
and corrective  influence of a second
chamber,

The second chamber should not be
selected, or elected by the first chamber
and its:members must have substantial
literacy and property qualifications. The
second chamber should have rights as
great as the first chamber, | The second
chamber should consist of representa-
tives of business, law, medicine and
other professions and the arts and be
representatives of all communities and
all activities in Ceylon,

There should be adequate representa-
tion:in the first chamber of all commu-
nities, and no risk of domination by any
one,

The first chamber should elect the
ministers aad the latter should select
theic Prime Minister or leader, who
should allocate portfolios. :

There should be adeguate and effec
tive provision to prevent discriminatory
legislation against non-Ceylanese,

Phe Governor should be wvested with
adequate safeguards. &

Lord Soulbury : If the first chamber
consist of 100 members what should be
the sizp of the second ? g

Mr. Black : 1 would say half the
number in the first chamber.

i.i:rd_ Soulbury : And its composition?

Mr. Black said that two persons
might be selected from; each of the
representative bodies such as the Uni-
versity, the Low-Country Products As-
sociation, Chamber of Commerce, Bur-
gher Association; European Associationy
Tamil political representatives, Muslims,
etc, Perhaps the half dozen left ont
could be nominated by the Governor.
They should be men of integrity,  expe-
rience, and distinction in Ceylon. The
(two representatives referred to from
each body could be nominated by the
committee of each body. .

Lord Soulbury asked whether Mr.
Black contemplated special representa-
tion for the minorities,

Mr. Black replied that the minorities
would be automatically represented
according to what he had outlined. He
added that perhaps two persons could
be elected to the second chamber from
each provioce on a limited Iranchise,

MEN OF INTEGRITY

Lord Soulbury: Broadly speaking
therefore you propose that the second
chamber shonld be composed of men of
standing and position in the Island,

Mr. Black : People who are indepen-
dent. Balanced men, men of integrity.

Mr. Black said there should be' some:
machinery for compromise, if there was
a clash between the two chambers,

For adequate representation in the
first chamber, Mr. Black said he would
suggest 50 seats to the minorities, and
the other 50 to be elected by a general
election. The Sinhalesa might lose just
one or two geats in the election.

Lord Soulbury: Then you would have
a majority of minority members in the
House,

Mr. Black explained that many or
most of the minority  members voted
with the majority members, The mino-
rities would not vote against a Lill sim-
ply because it was introduced
majority member,

Lard Soulbury :

1
oy 1}

Then thers would

.| be frequant changes of government, it

would be very unstable,
be a very weak excentive,

Mr. Black did

There would

not  think it wonld

cause an upstable government, He was
not in favour of & Prime Minister form-
ing his government.  Ministers woul 1
first ba ted and they would elect the
Premier,

If two members of th

he minarity

| Rroup happened to be sick, Lord Sonl-

i bury said, then it would he passible fog
all Sinhal min- |

| the Flouse to elact

15ters, I
Mr, Black: We have to take tie
chance,
The right of eitizenship should, he |

said, be granted to British subjects after

say, two yems' residonee. in Ceylon,
Thiere wad a bill coming up which c ;
stop & nou-Coylonsse from  re-ent

x langth
yrture might be,

the Island,
slay priar io

There had been unfortunately refer-
ences in the House of an anti-British
nature, and he thought it was all due to
a narrow ':"."ITlln‘ln.'ll'l"-l'l'l.

GOVERNOR'S POWERS

hie stiggested, should
adequate over-riding

The Governor,
be vested with
poOWers.

Mr. Black also stggested an indepen-
dent financial officer of state, to guard
against the risk of national “insolvency.
The financial implications of proposed
legislation were but weakly understoad
by the present politigians.

Demand for Second Chamber

Sir Gerard said that under the pre.
sent conditions the lower bouse was not
and could not be . representative; and
therefore it was necessary that theie
should be a second chamber.

Lord Soulbury ; 1f the first chamber
is compesed of 100 members, what
number do you suggest for the ppper
house #

Sir Gerard : At least half tha; m-
ber, S0
Lord Soulbury : How  won you'

choose that number ?

Sir Gerard said  that 32 members
could be elected and eight nominated to
represent certain interests that were not
represented such as the minotities. The
balance could be naminated to represent
such interests as the Ghamher.‘ol' Com-

merce, ['Jla[g_ting,- law, ete. ‘-..-

A candidate seeking _ejectinq ’toth
upper house should have an ineome of
at least'Rs, 6,000 a_year and should be
glected on a restricted franchise. He
should have a literary and property
qualification, ' f L §

lation standard with an income of Rs.
1,200 a year should be suffitient for a
| voter. - ] :

Tord Soulbury : If there were only
32 elected members then the constituen-
cies would be a larger. Do you want
another delimitation commission to
demarcate the boundaries for election to
the upper chamber ?—Yes,

Lord Soulbury ;  Udder the scheme
yon suggest the present day conditions
which you refer fo would not repeat
themselves ?—Yes.

A second chamber was a prelude ta
responsible government, dccording to
the depulation’s memorandum. ‘Burma
was given as a specific example. There
were 36 members in the wupper house,
18 nominated and 18 elected by the
lower house. This, of course, would
not be followed identically, Sir Gerard
said. The lower age limit was 35.

Regarding the powers of 'the House
Sir Gerard | said it should be abls to
delay bills for 12 months, and three
months for money bills. [f at the end
of the delay, no splution could be arrived
ar, the House should be empowered to
throw out the legislation and call fora
dissolution, Sir Gerard cited a few
instances where inatters had been delay
ed considerably,

Referring to  Sir Gerard's evidence
hefo‘lr_- the Donoughmore Commission
about the second chamber, Lord Soul
bury said that it sesmed agreed that the
less commuoalism there was in the

/Sir Gerard thought that the Matricus |

Sir Gerard ;  Undoubtedly.

Having 50 ' men in the upper honse,
would not impair the election of good
politicians in the lower house.
that -at least
elected from

two
the

Sir Gerard said
Ministers must be
upper house,

On the question of the qualification
of a voter, Sir Gerard later said that he
would agree either to a literacy slandard
of the school-lnaving standard or a
property qualification, He agreed that
this would include young and old voters.

Mr, Koch, referring to property qua-
lifications of a voter, said that it should
include an earned income of Rs, 100 a
month.

Mr, Donald Obeyesekere

Mr. Donald Obeyesekere referred to
attacks made on public officers by Mio-
isters, the Executive Committees and
the State Council. These attacks had &
demoralizing effect, ¥

Leord Soulbury said that the English
practice was for a Minister to defend
the head of 2 = department under his
control whenever |such an officer was
attacked, He inguired whether there
was a similar gustom here.

Mr. Qbey_esak;m said that unfortun-
ately Ministers sometimes kept silent.

Lord Soulbury : Sometimes the Min-
isters stand up for the officers ?—Yes,
sometimes.

__ Mr. Obeyesekere next referred to the
“inharmonions” committee system. De-
cisions. were arrived at by a small body
of about seven persons. Even if a Min-
ister disagreed with the decision of his
Committee and knew it to be a perverse
decision be had to forward that decision
o the authorities. If ultimately a grave
[wlistake was discovered by the imple-
menting of a Committee's decision it
was difficult to fix responsibility on the
Minister, :

‘Lord Soulbury : If ultimately the
mistake can be fixed to any particular
individuals then what bappens ?—They
{just go on. .

Mr. Obeyesekere suggested 28 or 30
unpaid members for the second chamber. *

Sir Frederick Rees : Would you have
Ministers in the second chamber?—Yes,
a couple of them.

The guality of the members of the
second chambsr would safeguard against
domination on a communal basis and
other petty considerations. ;

He thought of the second chamber
not so much as - a protection for the
minorities but rather as a check on the
probable socialist legislation of a popular
lower bouse, . 5

He submitted that politicians should
have nothing to do with appointments -
to the public services. ;

Regarding the machinery of elections,
Mr. Obeyesekere, said that the bringing

a science with some politicians. Some
people were systematically trained in
the “art" of impersonation by some
unscrupulous politicians, There was a
large element of intimidation which led
to the impersonations, He explained in
detail what usually took place at elec-
tion in the villages.

present might be removed if the power
of making individual appointments, pro-
motions, and transfers within the exe-
cutive departments could be removed

election of the upper housze, the better
1t would be for all,

I vested in the executive.

completely from the legislature, and

ON THE MARCH,
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| Mr, Obeyesekere said that much of
the communal friction in existence at
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of impersonators to the polls was quite '
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