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&4 .Out Of This Snare

This is & EBlunt, Gripping Stovy every Paron
and Educator ought to read-the Story of Ed
quunukj who was Hanged in Melbourne in 1942
By THomas A.

\ D —

&Q-S_m_f!" of Private Edward
ne of the bravest men I bhave

| Australia, located in the tur-
city of Malbourne. ODur troops,
d from the hot, black holds of the
sports where they had to sweat out
* voyage across the Eguator,
loose when they landed in
. Though they had a lot of
em, they had a good part
_'sa when they stepped
brated, Only the night
yfused and fright-
en they stepped
ad. Acespting
m did their first
Iped them to swag-
ne of them was Pri~
from New York

ito the Russell Street Gaol,
ter the sixteenth-century pri-
doa, with the half wish that
1e two chaplains before me
I were successful 1'd have
‘the way with the bov. For
 Leonski had been sentenced by
States Army Couy Martial to
the neck uatil dead for the
TFour Melbourne wonien.
guirt M.Ps guarding the
faur then an duty were
Ne rk City. I asked them

‘prisaner. They liked ‘him;
willing to kelp ‘in any way
; they wanted to work with
Only one was a Catholic.
We were all caps,

The few w ts throwing a weal light
down into the cell showed a lively all-
Ametican lad standing before me. He
was tall, strang, and lithe-looking; his
smile was under the shadow of a sneer,
‘With my name I put out my hand, He
clamped down on it hard and watched
me.

“All right, Leonski, 1 know you ara
strong. Let go of the hand,” [ said,

Whgn a Protestant chaplain bad been

to see him, he brushed the man off by

walking around the cell on his hands.

When a Catholic chaplain before me

tried to help hin, ha lavghed.

"Leonski," I said, “the show is over.

There are pow only two persons in the

world interested in yon, God asd your

self. Here's a book. Ses what you can

make ont of the first chapter. If you are

interasted, I'll be back tomorrow night
and talk over that first chapter.”

[ handed him Dather Martin Scott's

- God and Myself. He said nothing, and

1 walked out wondering, But the next

night I went back, He staod up when

1 entered.

"How did you make out
first chapter 2" 1 asked,
1 finished the book,"”

Isoked at me,

“Liat’s see how much yon have of the
first chapter,” 1 said,

To my silent amazement, clearly and
logically be went through the proof of

with the

he szid and

the existence of God from the order in | women well known at the camp.

L

SHANAHAN, S.J.

cept Monday, from mid-June ta Sapy-
ember Ed Leonski and 1 held class, He
did bis assigned reading during the day,
At night 1 checked his assimilation.
Keenly perceptive, he went ta the heart
of each proof in the clear firm steps; it
was a pleasure to work with him. Then
he wanted more, the life of Christ, the
Church He established, the Sacraments,

With school out after an hour's in-
struction, we'd call in the other Ameri-
ean general prisopers, Then we tallied
and ate sandwiches from a nearby res- |t
taurant, All had at least a ten-year sen-
tence hanging over tham, All six had
the same story—when drunk they got
into serions trouble, Some from gosd
bomes, some from broken homes, thay
stuck t8gether to ease the mental tor-
ture of their disgrace. The M.P.'s were,
with one exception, real men, not out-

to get the British apd
of Berlin—it's in the bag.”

member
Party's Political Btireau a manth befors
the Soviet "war of perves” in Berlin
began,

/ HOW FAR WILL RUSSIA RISK WAR

?

e — e ~—

Berlin Bluff is Part of Wider Plan

for Europe

—_———

“The next move in Germany will be
Americans out

This information was given me by a
of the Fritish Communist

But reports reaching this country

from Mascow via Czechoslovakia, Yigo
slavia and Bulgaria all make it clear
that the Soviet leaders, whilst quite
prepared to play with fire, were anxious

0 avoid real war at all costs,
Eighteen months ago Czech Com-

munist leaders visiting Moscow were
told that the Soviet leaders were con-
vinced that they would be able to aveid
war, and that the countries of Eastern
Europe should proceed on that assump-
tion.

British Communist leaders visiting

doing all in their power ta

young Americans,

of the lot; he was a natura
an easy, likeable way.

One night he told me the
from beginning to and, As

There was only one perso
for whom he had any attac
mother.
night downtown in New Yo
Ed grew up straight and etro

in a class of four hundred,
To help his mother he t

siders but right in with tha prisoners,

Ease mis-

fortume. 1 was proud of them all, pri-
soners and M.F.'s, Thav ware all poad
But it was easy to
see that Ed Leonski was the best liked

| leader in

whole story
he spoke 1

wished thers were a microphone on the
table between us so that parents and
teachers might hear the story. 4

0 in his Jife
bment, his

She wasa charwoman every

rk. Young
ng. He was

easily the leader in the sports available
off New York City strests; he gradua!cd_
from a city high school about twelfth

ook a job

alter school hours in a chain grocery
store, and here the first seeds of moral
corruption were sown, The matiager in-

Tito and Dimitrov  last autumn were
told that this was still the Soviet Uni-

‘on's view and since military schednles

are norwaliy based on tep-year periods,
Russia and her neighbours would bug=
get in the expectation of peace being
maintained during the next ten yeats,
Latest reports  from Cominform
Headquarters in Balgrade all indicate
that this is still the viaw.
The Russians, in fact, have heen
playing a game of bluff, making warlike
n0ises to frighten the demacracies but,
with the usnal Marxist flexibility they
are ready to retreat at the first sign of
toughness, 5
T'he danger, howaver, is that, despite
thair fear of war, they may vet invelve
the world in another and utterly deva-
stating conflict,
The Berlin incidents make an inter-
esting study of Communist methods
and are also notably reminiscent of the
old Hitler technigue,

THE BERLIN “WAR"
During the latter part of March the

atructed him how to cheat th
on each purchase of potato
butter, or anything in  bulk
be packaged. The youpg

pick up spending maney, W

no drinking, The drinking
pair bis healthy physique—

ning of the end that confron
a Melbourne jail. He

ed the law.

restraining iofluence in his
shipped him off to Texas, I
the draft.

oul he had
strutting he had back home.
perate day he took off withou

Resentment for the w
Aared within bim, and hep
large stone which he held
large hand to loosen the rost
ol an M.P. who might chal
It was his  first awareness

ness, He beaded for 2 hou

With the allotments
little money far the kind of |

One des- | sex-crime pulp; and for further fun he

| vidiculed the lads who prayed or spoke

e custamer
es, apples,
that had to
clerk soon

fignred out a few ways of hisown to

ith this, he

started his good-time program, girls but |

would im-
that vanity

without moral judgment was the begin-

ted him in

liked to be the
big shot; but in all of it he never cross-

The draft removed him from the onas
and |

life,
1e resented
taken

it leave,

hole =zetup
icked tip a
fast in his
raiping arm
lenge him.
of wvicious-
se of public
Ha

the universe, To my word of praize he | had no money, so lie tried to talk his

responded with a smile, this time free | way —unsucceassiully.

of sneer, .

He

and the woman screamed.

tried farce,

The NM.P.'s

Hor sixty minutes every evening ex- |came and he was court martialed for

Russians started their new war of nerves
and a propaganda blast was followed
up by references to the needvto "protect
the inhabitants by restoring order.”
Then on March 50 General Lukyap.
chenka hinted in a newspaper interview
that the “present system of permits
needs strengthening.”

In the agreement by which tha Allies
entered Berlin, Britain and America
were promised “free and unrestricted
utilisation of the established corridors.'

attempted rapa, This mark on his re-

cord really hurt him.
Soon he was on one of the fivst tyans-

ports loaded to the gunnels with raw
troops for the Southwest Pacific, He
passed the time stuffing himself with

of teligion. He got great enjoyment
from asking questions about their reli-
gion which they were unable to answer.
Asbora at  Melbourns, with all the
appearance of America's best manhood,
he took what the port city offersd; and
with the lax discipline of the in-town
camp he bad plenty of time at his dis-
posal, For the (st time he took to
drink. He didn’t know why, except
that inside he was confused.
(Continued an Page 4.)

Yat on March 31 the Russian Gener-
al Dratvin gave only 24 heurs natice of
the Russians’ intention of taking upi-
laterad action in introdocing new and
far-reaching regulations for the control’
of traffic,

On April 1 the British and Americans
sugpended rail services beiween their
zones and Berlin, and instituted special
RIF S8rvices,

On the following day Russian troops
demanding the right to examine papers,
beld up a British train,

With Soviet planes interfering with
those of Britain the crash which oo-
curred the following day, involving the
loss of 14 British lives, was not alto-
gether surprising,

British and American reaction was
immediately to give all their planes
fighter cover, bat after Marshal Soko-
lovsky had expressed deep regret, these
were withdrawn—since when the Rus-
sian attitude on the question has steadi-
ly stiffened, and meanwhila: they have
switched back to making diffliculties on
both road transport and signals. 37

WHAT RUSSIA WANTS

These tactics are yet another attempt
to carry throtigh her post;war plan of
fulfilling a specific programme by all
means “'short of war." ;

Here dre tha four points she hopes
to gaio by her plan ;

1. An economic system similar to the
Russian in each of the countries in
which the Rad Army was present;

- A buffer which would be invaluabla
to her for military, trade and poli-
tical purposes; :
Increased influence throughout tha
Middle East, with a foothold on the
traditional East-West trade routes;
- A position of great power and influ-
ence in the United Nations which
would be used to stimulate ‘those
conditions normally conducive to
the spread of Communism in the

Capitalist warld,

Russia expected to realize these ends
on the basis of the assumption that the
demacracies will always climb down in
the face of threats.

But though a number of these points.
have already been gained, some have
been frustrated, through the first canti-
ous attempts to call Russia’s bluff,

When the Greek rebel government,
was first set up it was definitely Rus-
sia’s intention immediately to recognize
it and then follow up quite openly with
the sale of arms on a large scale, as
ane government trading with another.,
CLIMB DOWN

British and American reactions to the
formation of the puppet government
made her abandon the scheme entirely
lest the situation which arose in Spain
in the 1930's should be repeated.

Having [ailed so far, the Russian
leaders hoped at least to be able ‘to
transforni the character and extent of
the Greek operations by getting large
quantities of . "heavy"
through to the rebels. Buot again the
stiffening attitude of the democracies
has made them climb down.

The “war of nerves”" in
throoghout Eurape will
British and the Americans. show no
signs of nerves themselves.—Catholic
Herald, April 16, 1948, i

war *material

Berlin .am&)
be won if the

o e
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FOR_SALE

72000 series 4n
Ideal for Hir-
Rehored and
Phone Mo,

Havaelock

Anstin 12/4 Tourer
perfect working order.
ing 28 miles per gallon,
thoraughly reconditioned.
8332, No, 35 Elibaunk Road,
Town. »

Church Calendar’

MAY 1948
PHURS: .27 Corrus CHRISTL
FRi. 28 S, Augustine B,
SAT. .29 S. M. Migd. de Paz.
SUMN, 230 2 P,—5, Felix,
MON. 31 Our Lady of Mediatriz.
JUNE 1048
TU E‘;. 8. Justing

w1
WED, .« 2 3, Marcelline.

THURS. .. 3 §. Clotilda,
H
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THE ARCHBISHOP’S LETTER

Most heartily do we commend
to our readers’ careful considera-
tion the letter, reproducefl else-
where in this issue, sent by His
Grace the Archbishop to the
Prime Minister on the propesal
to prepare feachers to impart
sex-instruction in the schools,

1t was Chesterton who in T'he

Everlasting Man observed, even

from the comparative history of

religions, that on the question of
sex the human race has a record
of insanity. Instances are not
‘hard to find from every age and
clime. Even the most primitive
_ societies have had to regulate
the sex-relationship as have had
the modern State and Christ's

Church,

Mere regulations however are
insufficient and each individual
has to be approached and in-
structed asan individual. Unless
he is given as much instruction
as he can ‘take’ and no more,
great lasting harm can be done.
‘The lesson of self-control must
be inculcated and here religion
comes in as, if sex-instruction is
to be constructive and positive,
God’s point of view in giving the
sex-ingtincts must be given. As
God-given, the sex-instinct is one
handred per cent good, provided
it is used, and used only as God
wants it wsed. Otherwise it re-
sults in fearful degradation.

* The only sane approach is
therefore one of reverence,
reverence for oneself and for
persons of the opposite sex,

Mere instruction alone can result|
in intensifying the very evil it
Unless it
could be proved for instance that
medical students were paragons

sets out.to remedy.

* of virtue in this regard and para-

gons precisely on account of

their knowledge, it would seem

as if we should not be too hasty
in committing ourselves to the
proposition that bielogical ignor-
ance is at the root of the pro-

blem.
His Grace gives

where  group-instruction would,

as he very rightly insists, be in-

folerable. And who is to guar-

antee all the teachers apainst
even an occasional Hippant, bru-
Who

is to exorcize the snigger, the

tal or cynical reference ?

of

instances |

be given in the right atmosphem.l
.The obvious persons to give such|
information are, in the first in-|
stance, the parents. 1f to-day |
the problem has become a men- |
acing one, it is because unfortu-
nately the information comes
from a tainted source, from the
bad companion. This means
that the parents have failed in
facing their responsibilities under
this head. His Grace’s sugges-
tion that the parents should be
instructed fow to impart such
information is practical and con-
structive advice, and the method
of approach to the parents should
be jointly planned angd urged by
both Church and State.

- A ——

Thoughts for the.
Month of May

(Continued)

32. It is impossible for a child
of Mary to be lost. Some may
think that this is an exaggera-
tion. By a child of Mary is
meant one who is sincere to
amend and is faithfally in hon-
ouring the Mother of God. It is
morally impossible that such a
one should be lost.

33. St. Anselm says that asit
is impossible for one who is not
devout to Mary, and consequent-
ly not protected by her, to be
saved, so it is impossible for one
who recommends himself to her,
and consequently is beloved by
her, to be lost.

34. St. Antoninus repeats the
same thing in other words: “As
it is impossible for those from
whom Mary turns her eyes of
mercy to be saved, soalso are
those towards whom she turns
these eyes, and for whom she
prays, necessarily saved and glo-
rified.” :

35, We read in Blosius that
God revealed to St. Catherine of
Sienna that in His goodness, He
had granted to Mary, who was
His Mother, that no one, not
even a sinner, who devoutly re-
commends himself to her, should
ever become the prey of Hell.

36. In the Imitation of Christ
we read “Oh! how many would
have remained ‘obstinate in sin,
and have been eternally lost, if
Mary had not interposed with her
Son that He might show them
mercy."”

37. What then, will be our lot,
Oh, tender Mother who are sin-
ners, but desire to amend our
lives and have recourse to thee ?

38. Richard of St, Victor ex-
claims ‘““Who will presume to say
if I have thee to defend me, O
Mother of Mercy, that the Judpe
will be unfavourable to me, when
I am presented before the divine
tribunal ?"

39. How enraged is the devil,
when he sees a soul persevering
i:_1 devotion to the divine Mother.,
Once he told Blessed Alphonsus
Rodrignez when he was at prayer
and

was  troubled with bad
thoughts, “Give up thy devotion
to Mary and I will cease to tempt
thee.”
40, Let us always repeat the
words of St. Bonaventure :  “In

thee O'Lady have I placed all

rtive groupings and the smutty| ™y hopes ; and thus I confident-
comic reference 7

The fundamental

problem
however remaing as,

ly trust that | shall never be lost,
l_)ul praise and love thee for ever

if sex-in-|in Heaven,”

struction bas to be given it must|C,W.M. Series.

X

_Feas;;f Corpus Christi

(COMMUNICATED) |
1§ thou didst but know theegift of |
(iod which is imparted to thee, and ‘\-Vr-.o|
it is Who speals to thee." These words |
ol Qutr Lord, addressed to the Sg:mri-
tan woman, telate in their application
to everyone of us, who appears before
Our Lord in the Sacrament of the Al
tar. The presence of Our Lord in our
Churches is a divine fact, which even
to the understanding of the angels
remains incomprehensible,  But our
faith enables
mystery. By faith we beliave and con
fess, although we do not see what we
believe, upon the word of the Church
alone. For instance we believe and
confess that original siff is washed away
by Baptism, although we do not see it,
But now, in regard to the Holy Euchar-

|asn professional study of the supject

up to understand this|

reqquires, much less with an abundance,
of descriptive details that do wnot con-
cern the youpg,

2. Such discreet informetion must
be communicated by the child's God=
given gusrdians and teachers, namely
the parents. School-teachers cannot
assumne this responsibility without a
definite mandate f[tom these God-given
puardians.

3. At all events sex instruction must
be private ; it cannot be made a subject
for open session,

INTOLERABLE IN MIXED SCHOOLS

“You will apprecigte the wisdom of
these measures which, far fram being
arbitrary or reaclionary-on-principle, are
based on a sober realisation of the fal-
lowing facts adduced in the same En-
cyclical

(1) ‘Particularly in young people;

ist, we believe in spite of what we see
and feel, Therein consists the trinmph
of faith.

“Blessed are they who ses not, and
yet believe,”” This assurance of Our
Lord to those who surrounded Him,
when he dwelt upon this earth, \'cri[iels
itself in all its truth, when we apply it
to Hiz Sacramental presence on our
‘altars, Hoare in fact is the same Jesus
present, who at Bethlshem lay in the
marnger, who lived at Nazareth for
thirty long years, spent three years
journeying through Palestine preaching
the Gospel and who died npon Calvary.
It is the'same Jesns, VWhom, at this
vety moment, the angels and =aints
contemplate in Heaven.

We are wont to envy the contempor-
aries of Qur Lord who saw His visible
presepce. But if we faithfully and lov.
ingly look at Him in the most Holy
Sacrament, and sarnestly avail ourselves
of the graces which His real presence
gives us, then we shall realize that we
are in a batter position than His disei-
ples, We are permitted His. Divine
Prasence more permanently and for a
longer period of time. Qur Lord is
present day and night amang us, and
we can commune with Him whenever
we wish, Heis, so tosay, compelled
to hear us, He is ever ready, and wel-
comes us to His Divina Presence at
whatever moment we please to come,
What a happiness | If we only realized
rightly now to wvalue this inestimable
favour.

Blessed the eyes which, with Mary,
St. John, end the Pemitent Wagdalen
beheld the Redeemer dying on the Cross
praying God to forgive sinpers. But
we are more blessed, whan we are pre-
sent at this identical sacrifice renawed
avery hour, nay every minute of the
day and night |

— s he—

Sex Education Scheme
. “Ill-Considéred”

“Anv attempt to introduce sex in-
struction in the school curriculum, while
causing grave disaffection among the
| Catholic citizens of the Dominien must
meet with our sternest disapproval.”

In these words the Archbishop of
Colombo, the Rt. Rev. Dr, Thomas
Cooray, O.M.1,, in a letter to the Prime
Minister, sets out the attitude of Cath-
olic Bishops to the proposal of the
Education Department to organize
Group talks on sex to teachers as a
preliminary to the introduction of this
subjact in the school eurriculum,

The proposal, His Grace says, “has
caunsed me some surprise as 1 was under
the impression that with the opposition
raised some years ago when tha idea
was first mooted, the plan of introducing
sex education in schonls, had been
abandoned by the Departments who
sponsored it,"”

POPE'S ENCYCLICAL CITED

I'be letter proceeds :—If the Press
| report is corract and  the idea has been
resuscitatad thean my duty as Arch.
bishop-Metropolitan obliges me to state
that the Catholic Chureh has a definite
ruling on the matter, expressed clearly
| by His Holiness PFope Pius X1 in the
IEneyclical "Christian Education of
Youth,” Iattach the relevant passages,

amerge :
1. Some information on sex matters

16 necessaty or opportuns, but not such {And others concerned that the Minister

1
1

From this extract the following points|The Honoraty Secretary of | tha Pen
sioners' Wellare Association desires t

evil practices are the effect not so much
of ignorance of intellect as a weakness
of & will exposed to dangerous occa-
sions.

(2) ‘An upanthorised or ugnskilful
person (such-as most young teachers
must prove on this point) voluntsering
sex information may do so with such
details that it may happen that instead
of extinguishing this fire of passion he
unwittingly stirs or kindles it in the *
simple and tender heart of the chiid.'

{3) ‘lmparting sex-information ina
public class-room would  strip the mat-
ter of its sacredness, evoke titters apd
comments from coarser elements pre
sent even in select classes, cause great-
et discomfort and abashment to the
more refined. In mixed schools whers
boys and girls are taught together the
situation would be iotolerable for the
child of any decant family.)

“You will excuse me, for this lengthy
explanation, but I feel it is of the utmost
importance to give. yoo a full ;
view not only of our attitude but of
considerations that mol
education is not merely
ter. It has also trem ycholo-
gical, moral and religion ations.

"I am sure we can count on you :
support this soher and sansibl: mrg‘ o
the question and bring your wi knowy
sound common sense to bear on what,

if reports are trus, must be duﬂﬁaﬁ"
as a rather ill-considered scheme of a°
Department, which should realise ti
if alarge section of i
cauipped for impar|
tactfully, if is they
that should be instrul

LOCAL & G

The Confratern
ered [feart.—Tke
Confratetnity of .
S.P.C. Branch, Senior
celebrate their Patronal
day the 4th June.

The Annual General Meeti
held at the College Hall on |
31st May at 3-30 p.m,
D, Alwines will adde
“The Lifs of St. Pal

The Triduum pre; ar;
comes off at the College Chapel on the
1st, 2nd and 3rd June at 6-30 pum. at
the College Hall, ’

On the 4th inst. High Mass will be
sung at the College C at 7 pom.
The Most Blessed Sacrament will he
exposed for adoration immediately after

The senior members will have the
first hgur for their adoration,

Papal Knight Gives Talk on the
Oblates In Ceylon.—"After they ar-
rived in the Island in 1847, the Oblates
of the Mary Immaculate—th :
of the Catholic faith in C
hospitals, orpbanages angd
also converted the notorio
Sardiel Appu,” said Dr.].P. de Fon:
Papal Chamberlain, in a lecture on
“The Oblates in Ceylon", given at the
St. Mary's College Hall, Negombo.
Dr.V. Croos Da Brera, who presiced,
said that Negombo should he proud agd -
glad to have Dr, de Fonseka there .
amongst them, @s be was one of the
Foremost Catholic writers of tha wa

The Ce{'lun Government
sioners’

a9

en-
eifare Association—

inform the Members of the Association

.
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for Finance “has taken the eatliest op- | Mr, S. M, U, B. Madukande, retired Ei;'e may not nc. TS : e
o ! Sk T Rt e D " : : cept Mars oue . S ;
pfqﬂl-‘l?lfy to. introduce & mation in the | Rate-Mabatmaya, also 4poke. Aid Plan. yliira may r:-.If)u'F:e AI]\C:?.‘IIIII Er;)‘:]h::'“ita?r}ie[zl:[f;”}a 11|:35-I Fhabrl:!'as- [
¢ Héuse of Representatives to have the : aid proferred under the European 1Ra. | Ths tersntian f als of golden archids.
‘Widows and Orphans Fund, Ordinance|  vougdlers Modernise Meth.| | " g e saseeita. Eumpstinite teception that followed the nuptials
B L e o8 —Qutnumbersd dud outmanoeayve. | 4 FH'M]: ‘T\'j'[]:l]“i‘“dr\ o took place at the U.C. Town Hall which

who bave any complaints to male to
contact him at 9/3 Palace Square, Kan-
dy and supply him with particulars
giving name and Pension Number so as
to enable him to embady them ina

memoiandum that is being preparad for b

submission,

Kerosene 0il Control Ends on
June 1.—The Government has decid-

. ed, following tepresentations made by

_the Parlimmentary group ata meeting,
" 'to lift the control of kerosens oil from
. June L.
__ This wa® announced by Mr. A, E,
Goonesinha, Ministsr without Porifalio
and Chief Government Whip, at a
.Pinsx-m!nﬂm:e on May 18,
Mr.Hangaratne M.P. for Kandy.

B. llangaratus won by a majo-

votes at the by-election
‘Seat in the House of
: es, rendered vacant by the
ating of Mr. George E. de Silva,
er Mimster for Industries, Indus-
Research and Fisheries,
tatal number of votes cast was
~of which Mr. Ilangaratne polled
. The two other candidates M.
d de Silva and Mr. D B, Wadugoda-
“pitiya, polled 6,508 and 153 votes, res-
poectively, the latter forlsiting his depo-
Spoilt votes totalled 240,
langaratne contested ths Kandy
nsuccessfully in the General
‘be was defeated by Mr,
va. Helis anold boy
llege, Kaudy.
lation.—The fol-
5 were successful from
College in the Londen
held in Jaunnary this year
Joachimpillai, N.
! B. Menikdivela,
ghe and V.S. Siva-

Convent, Jaffna: R.
A. Emmanuel,
B. Sandrasagara

™

wamination held on Oct.
S,

h are o bays of

¢

B
atrick’s College,
Personsl.—Mr. T. Questiu Fer-

1ands, the permanent District and Ma-
ia Eliya-Hatton hav-
_ing gone on leave, Mr. Victor Tambina-
yagam, J.P., U.M., Procter has been
“appointed toact for him,
Gal-Oya Plan Meetis with Ap-
3I1 parties in the House
velcomed the Gal-Oya Scheme as a
_step in the rtight direction. The Min-
ister of Agriculture, in moving two sup
plementary estimates, outlined the
scheme with [ucidity aid said that
" investigations had reached a certain

stage on & similar project for the Ke.
lani River,

"The scheme, said the Minister, would
be able to supply water to irrigate
60,000 acres (26,000 acres were already
under coltivalion, one season a jear),
for two seasons a yesr; that is, 120,000
acres would bs brosght under cultiva-
tion. : ;
Secondly, it would prevent flonding
in an area now regularly menaced by
floods. Thirdly, hydro electric @ower
(9000 h.p.) could be generated for indus- |
trial purposes. And foally, the scbemej
would supply pipe-borne water to
20,000 homes.

‘The work would be completed, em-
phasized Mr. Dudley Sepanayake, in
about 4 years from now,

Conciliation Boards Formed in
Vavuniya.— The residents of Vavuni-
va South (Siohalese Division) at a

ed, the Customs authorities along the
Northern coastal steip, between Kayts
Point Padro, are carrying on n ceaseless
campaign against smugglers who under
caver of darkness attsmpt to bring large
quantities of ganja, opium, liquor, to-
acco, textiles, rice, and even gold from
India ta Caylon without paving import
duties.

The smuggler gang operates a dazen
| bigh powered launches, much Faster

than the two launches the Cuostoms
possess, Hecently a smuggler lannch
was captured bat it turned out to be

the slowest of tha lot.

In carrying out their nefarious trade,
the smugglers resort oot only to fire
arms but also hurl dynamite at pursu-
ers,—Sunday Times, May 23,

Rights of Indians in Ceylon.—
Mre. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, replying
to a question an behalf of the Prime
Minister, anncunced in the House of
Representatives that a Bill embodying
the outcome of ths conversations bet-
ween the Prime Ministers of India and
Ceylon, which was now under prepara-
tion, would be introduced in the House
during this session.

Replying to a supplementary put by
M. W, Dabanayake, Mr. Bandaranaike,
tefused to publish the details of the
conversations as a sessional paper be.
cause they were confidential,

floly See Acquires Territory.
—The Holy See has signed an apree-
m=nt with Italy regarding the bound-
arjes of Papal territory and Castelgan-
dolfa, [nder the agreement the Vati-
can acquires as extra territorial proper-
Iy a small number of houses which
flank the Papal territory and overlook
its gardens.

The agreement was signed by Mar.
Domenico Tardini, one of the acting
Papal SeMetaries of State, for the Va-
tican, and by Marchese Lupi Di Sorag.
na, Italian Ambassador to the Holy See
for Italy.

Royal Wedding Jubilee.—Tte
Holy Father cabled pood wishes and
congratalations to the King and Quesn
of England onthe occasion of the Silver
Jubilee of their wedding. Cardinal
Griffin presided at the High Mass in
Westminster Cathedral, at which the
Te Deum was sang.

The Te Dewm Was sung, by direction
of Archbishop Downey, 1o the ¢hurches
and chapels of the Liverpool diocese on
Sunday in thanksgiving for the blessiogs
teceived duting their Majesties’ reign.

‘UK. Edacation System Faces
Break-down.'—A break-down in the
whole Government educational system
in Britain within the next three or four
years is foreeast by DNr. St, John Er-
vine, the playwsight and educationist,
noless something drastic is done to
increzse the number of schools and
teachers,

He thinks the standard of education
in Diritish state schools worse now than
during the last balf.century, This he
attributed to over-crowdiog and the lack
of a thorough preparation for raising
the school-leaviog age from 14 to 15 in
April, 1946, to giva every child an op-
portunity of secendary education.

Difficultias that have to be coped
with include 2 substantial increase in
the numbers attending schoocls through
the raising of the leaving age patticual-
atly of those needing advanced instrice
tion,

The shortage of teachers, mainly due
to the war, but also to the withdrawal
of many men and women of high quality
because they are dissatisfied with the
financial conditions.

An acute shortage of school buildings,
both primary and secondary, This is
due to priority for buildings being given
to houeing and factories producing goods
for export and to the limit placed on all

largely-attended meeting held al the
Junior Schoal, and presided over by My, |
E L. B. Harulle; the Divisional Reve-
nue Oficer, decided to form Concilia-
tion [foards inall the villages in the
division. !
Mr. 5. Paranjothy, HRural Develop-
ment Officer, Vavutiya, explained that |
the purpose of the Boards was to settle |
disputes, so that the villagers might be
sparad the expenses and trouble of gaing |
to Courts, |

forms of capital expenditure throughout
the country. .

The worst sufferers the senior
boys and gitls who are soffering from
what Mr. St. John Ervine calls “intel-
lectual frusteation” because secondary
schools are not available,

Harassed headmasters have, he says,
been known to fill in
senior pupils by makiog
bottles or sending them on errands.

iye

the time of their | net

tham wash milk | the

I Minister
tor Exteronl Affairs, left Shannon air-|
port on May 18 for Washington to dis= |
cuss the position  with United Statss |
authorities, I
0 L
I should like to warn against
undue optimism about 15, R.P. aid",
told a Press Confererice.
“Announcemisnts so far
Washington would indicate
of Ireland that this ajd
given by way of loans.
“Inasmuch as our exports to the
Western hemisphete are negligible, we
wolld have no means of repaying any
dollars which the United Stutes would
be kind encugh to offer to s, |
"It appears to me that we shall be
usable to avail ourselves of E. K., aid
if it is by way of loans.”

U.S. Navy te Hold Exercises,—
The U,S. Navy Department confirmead
that 29 American warships will condact
major manosuvres in the Mediserrarfean
during June and July.

The vessels taking part will be in two
group 1, Thirteen ships, including
the 45,000 ton battleship Missouri and
and the new 45,000 ton aircraft carrier
Coral Sea; carrying 3,183 midshipmen
and naval reservists on a normal sim-
mer training cruise, :

Z. Sixteen warshipg, composing the
(1.5, Eastern Atlantic Flest,

The Eastern Atlantic Fleet now has
18 warships, but 12 replacement ships
will join from the U.S. early next
month, and 14 units of the Flest will
sail for home, reducing its strenpth to
16. The returping ships will inclnde
the aircraft carrier Philippise Sea,
which will be replaced by the 27,000
tons carriet Mearsarge.,

The Navy Department said the two

any
he

made from

wauld only be |

| atoiaps would join 1o normal “manceu-

vres'"

Earlier the [1.S. Navy had announced
that it was relieving its 14 ship squad-
ron in the Mediterranean, and teplacing
it with 12,

German Missionaries.—The first
group of German Catholic missionaties
to be sent to the [Far Fazt since the
end of the war were due to leave Bre-
mien last month for Japan. Groops of
missionary nuns have already left Ger-
many for Scuth America and Sonth
Africa.

Cyclone Kills 18.— Eightesn peo-
ple were raported killed, and mare than
100 injured by a cyelons in Southern
Brazil on May 17. Houszes were des-
troyed, and other extepnsive damage
caused by the cyclone,

WEDDINGS

BENJAMIN—STEPHEN

The Churchof Our Lady of Refuge
was the venue of a pretty wedding when
Mr., E.R.P. Benjamin, Sub-Inzpector of
(o-operative Societies, Northern Divi-
sion and son of Mr, and Mrs. B, Benja-
min, Chapel Street, Jaffna, led to the
altar Miss Josephene Antoinette Selva-
ranee, eldest danghter of Mr. and Mrs,
A. J. Stephen of “Ranelagh”, Main St.,
Jaffna, on Wednesday the 12th inst. at
% a.m, The Revd. Fr, 5. ]. Stanislaus,
.M 1., arelative of the bridegroom
tied the nuptial knot and offered the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Revd, Fr.
Stephen Venderkone, O.M.1., IParish
Prisst, treached an impressive homily
invaking God's choicest blessings on the
newly wedded conple, The service was
fully choral, the parish chair rendetlng
hymns specially suited to the oceasion,
At the close of the Maas the parties re-
pai.reu] to the vastry where the register
was attested by Messrs, Emmanuel
Tiruchelyvim and 5. Rajaretpam, Addi- |
tional Assistant Registrar of Co-opera-
tive Societies, N.D. The bridegroom
was supported by Mr, T.T, Gananathan
as bestman and M. A, V. Manuaelpillai
as mronmsman, The bridal entourage
was composed of two bridesmaids, the
Misses Pushipam Barbara Emmanuel
and Drusila Jayamalar Stephen, while
the littla Oliver Thomas, Premela Ra-
jakarier and Rajini Emmanuel filled
the role of flower girls, o

The hridal saree consisted of jari fish-
of white satin, while
the ensemble was sn-

material
effect of

was tastefully decorated
lr:u the purpose, Amid the strains of
E\ag_ﬂsnl:un, the new ecouple arrived to
receive the felicitations of the numerons
friends and relatives who had assembled
there fo_r the purpose, Mr. A, R. Sup-
pramaniam, retired District Judge, in 2
felicitous speech propased the toast of
the bride and the bridegroom. He ra-

and furnished

in the case I. called to mind his past association with

the parents of the new couple and ex-

| pressed his dalight at participating in

that morning's futiction, Benjamin and
':‘;te(ljlmu, he gaid, were two namas bikli-
cal in their origin and import and a con-
tract entered inta hetween parties hear-
Ing those names could not but be fullof
promise and felicity. Bronght up in the
best traditions of two greal Christian
families, the bride and the bridegroom
wete assured of a bright and prosperons
married life. The bridegroam snitably
replied adding the toast of the brides-
maids,  Mr. Gananathan responded to
this toast in bumorous vein. Refresh.
ments were served ad libitum,

On Saturday the 15th inst. Me. and
Mrs. B. Benjamin were “At Home” to
their numerops friends and well wishers
at “Consslyn’, Chapel Street, Jaffnz, on
the occasion of the Ilome-Coming of
their son #nd davghter-in-law,

The new couple were the recipients
of a host of congratulatory messages
and presents from all over Ceylon and
the Mwlayan Union,

SELVADURAI—-SWAMPILLAI

The marriage took place at Our Lady
of Refuge, Jaffna of Mr, E. S, W. Sel-
vadurai son aof Mr. and Mrs. A, ], Selva-
durai of Jaffna and Miss Grace Swam=
pillai daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Alfred
Swarmpillai of Jaffna on Wesnesday
19th May, 19483,

The bride was given ,away by her
father and was attended by Miss Joyce
Swampillai as the chiel bridesmaid as-
sisted by Miss Hita Swampillai, The
bridegroom had WMr. ]. A. Ignatius as
bestman while the groomsman was Mr,
Joe F. X. Bastiampillai,

The nuptial service was solemnized
by Very. Revd. Father T. M. F. Lobg,
O.M.I., and the homily wss preached
by the Revd. Father ]. Nolan, 5.].
The signing of the register was wit-
nessed by Mr. R, J. Paul, retired Dis-
trict Judge, Nagpur and Mr. Victor E,
Rajakarier, District Judge, Galle.

The bride’s parents held a reception
at their residence. Senator C. Cooma-
raswamy proposed the toast of the bride
and hridegroom to which the bridezroom
replied, o

On Saturday 22od May Mr, and Mrs,
A. J. Selvadurai beld a reception on the
gccasion of the bome.coming of their
son and daoghter in-law at their resi-
dence,

WANTED

Wanted cashier and typist clerk pre="
ferably with knowledge of shorthand -
for immediate apppintment, Selected
candidate should furnish cash security
Rs. 2,000 and Company sectrity  if re-
quired, 3% interest will be paid on the
cash security., Salary incloding war
allowance is Rs. 100 psr month to
start with,

Canvassing will be a disqualification.

Applicaticns will closa on 10th Jupe.

The Managing Director,
TRADE & TRANSPOAT CO, LTD,

JafTua.

TENDER MOTICE

The Assiztant Government Agent,
(Emergency), Jaffna, will receive tend-
ersup to 12 noon on Wednesday Znd
Juae, 1948, for the purchase of 7,163
torn and unserviceable: Empty Gunoy
bags at the former L.P.S. Store, Kili--
nochehi.

" Tenders shonld be made on forms
abtainable on application to the Assist-
ant Government Agenty [Er_nergency),
Jaffra, from whom all particulars on
the subject can be obtained.
E.J. RAJARATNAM,
AG.A. (E); Jaffna,

Ny

Kacheheri (E),

Ehau:,nd by the fJowing tulle veil anda

Jaffna, 20th May., 1918,

:
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L in e “Does the boy know ?" 1 asked. " The civilian bangman was ready, and
schooner, he poured in sach of Does y kng | done, i i
?::(t::n drinks Eilted the glass aloftand [ "No," he replied, 'I!.'Du are to tell him, |~ 4, midnight Father George Hannon | irons were snapped on Ed's ankles, and
downed it in ome long draught, He|This is my first official act as Chief of | cae to relieve me; T couldn't take a |a gray hood tied zround his head. 1 -
looked around to epjoy the remarks of | the Military Police,” he continued. “I'm | cyo0 0o weakening in the morning 5o | held up the erucifx, my vow crucifix, .-

i o .

THE CATHOLIC GUARDIAN,

THURSDAY MAY @7, 1948

. —

" Out Of This Snare

{Continued from Page 1.)
Strutting his gtrength ina pub one
afternoon, heeamazed the bar standers
by ordering a2 drink from nacp of ten
bottles behind the bar, whiskies, bran-
dies, and liguenrs. Calling for a sixteen-

amazement, He did it again, .

Thus began his twenty-two days in an
alcoholic fog. He groped aronnd the
blacked-out sireets of Melbourne mure_ly
a mgle animal. He stalked his first vic-
tim into a secluded spot, then silen?l:.r
moved in ‘on her. She screamed with
frightenad surprise. Animal-like, to pre-
serve himself from detection, his power-
fal hands squeezed her throat to shul
off the screaming. Her lifeless form
under bis hands brought him through
the haze clearly enough to make him
realize what he had done, But he did
not let his head clear. He soaked it in
mote drink to drown the revolt within
him. Again he was a prowling beast,
For the twenty-two days he had the
Melbourne papers screaming for his
capture, The Army was embarrfissed for
the killer was in a 1.5, Army uniform.

He tald me that when his mind clear-
ed he had a fairly good recollection of
the first murder, but ha could ®call
nothing of the other three; in fact, he
could recall very little of the entire
twenty-two days. His nineteen-year-old
physique carried him along, but his rea-
son was sepatated from every restraint
‘axcept the cantions dictated by self-
preservation. Medical authorities testi-
fied in court that none of the women
were raped; it seems that as soon as
they screamed, he instinctively stopped
their screaming to protect himself,

One morning back in camp, his head
cleared. He wondered what had hap-
paned to him; he tried to disavow to
himself any connection with the fantas-
tic self-accusation of murder; he couldn't
believe it, but couldn't shake off the
conviction, He checked his clothes and
found blood stains. With a deep feeling
of guilt he tried to wash away the stains,

the instructions of the Commanding
Officers 1 reported to Colonel Purdy
in his hotel room.

“You ara to assist Leonski," Colonel
Purdy said, ' "Tomorrow morning at six
he will be hanged."

just back from the front lines because

but I can't changes the order of the

It was two a'clock in

and

cution.”
afternocon,

and cocked his head inguiringly,
"“Why ars you
asled,

talked for ten minutes.
back to it.
“Father, why are you down 7"

shalt ke with me *in Paradise.”
another guestion I shifted, and on the
surface we were away from it,

quistly.

were his eyes looking straight at me,
“All right, Ed, here it is,” I said.

“At six o'clock tomorrow morning."”

head down.

noticed it, In the silence between us

late. Strangely the program was the
son was speaking about the Resurrec.
tion as the basis of our faith. Withont
comment Ed and 1 listened to the end;

that Sunday evening. And then it was
over, ‘Let's turn on some music,
Father," Ed said, ‘“and call the fellows
in. 1 want to see tham.”

|to talk without interruption. Out in the

of poor health. I'll do anything vou ask,

court, nor can 1 chaogs the time of exe-
the
together we outlined
every move that would be necessary, «

At seven that evening 1 called to see
Ed. He stood up with his usual smile

down, Father "' he
YOn business,” 1 stalled, 1 couldn't
leave town without saying hello to you.”

So we sat on the side of his cot and
Then he came

I faced it obliquely, “Remember Fd,
the answer Qur Lord gave to the Good
Thief on the Cross—"This day thou
With

“When will it be, Father ?*" he asked
His voice was steady and so

We both went silent, each with his
The radio had been on, but I hadn't
the radio’s voice became more articn-

Catholic Hour. The Jesuit Father John-

no two listeners were more attentive

yard Ed looked up at the stars and took
in a long deep breath of fresh air.
“Ed," I said, "I want you to koow
how much I respect you, If I werein
your position, I couldn’t do it half as
well,"
“Don't say that, Father,” he said,
I believe. Well,
[that's all there is to it. I wish it were
not so easy, for 1 ought to suffer more
to atone in some way for what ['ve

| “You belisve what

I had asked bim to come over. [ went
back to the rectory and tried to sleep
till thres, and in the meantims Father
George heard Ed' final confession.
When I returned, Ed.gave me final in-
structions about the letter to his mother,

The three of us with Ed in the mid-
dle then walked up and down the prison
courtyard saying the Rosary, praying to
the Mother of God. Beginning each
decade Father George would picturs the
scene from Our Lord's life and wonld
make the application to the present. Ed
listened intently, Father George led the
prayers, and we responded, “Holy Mary,
Mother of God, pray for us siniers,
now agnd at the hour of owr death,
Amen.” :

It was & grim sight, our shadows
walking through the shadows of the
prison bars cast by the light over our
shoulders. More bitter irony was the
shrieking of the drunken strestwaller
that accompanied oor prayers, 1t ceased
when I called the Australian guard and
gave bim a package of cigarettes to
silence her.

At four o'clack we were ready for
Mass in the cell. Ed sarved and received
Holy Communion. As we were about
to start, one of the six fellow prisoners
asked if he could go to confession; he
had been baptized, 1 found, but had
given up his faith five years before. Ed
told me one time that ha was passiog
on his instrnctions to Brownie, hoping
it would belp him. 1 don't know what
happened to Brownie later, but on his
deathbed Ed Leonski, by his example,
puiled a fallen-away back into the
Church,

After Mass Father George said a
Mass of Thanksgiving, and Ed and 1

“How are you, Ed?" I asked going
up the stars. « e
b‘.ml right Father,” he said, 2 knm;\r
thare's something inside ma they can't
kill.” :
We made a turn to the right'on 2
steel ramp running along the walle I
saw the noose and so did he. He looked
at it, tarned to me, and with a slight
nudge into my side spoke the last words
I heard from him.
"“It's a cinch, Father," he said.

for him to kiss and gain the plenary in-
dulgence, The high colour jhad gone
from his fair cheeks, leaving only traces
of itsell in spots, I eémbraced him.
Sileatly his eyes spoke a thank you and
good-bye. 5

His ligs were tight as the gray hood
was pulled down over his face, His
carriage was erect and his step firm as
he was led out along the narrow steel
walk into position on the trap. [ stood
on the steel walk in front of him, an
iron handrail geparating us. The noose
was brought into position, and I raised
my right hand,

“All right, Ed,” I said, “Here is the
final blessing,”

of the Cross, he went down swiftly with -
a coughing sound. His face was looking
up at me throngh the mazk with his
head characteristically cocked fo th
side. I gave him final absoluticn,

Father George was having a bil o
difficulty anointing the swaying bady,
sol went downto help him, 1 hel
steady the hands now limp under the
manacles while Father George anainted

“Through this holy anointing, and
His most tender merey, may the Lord
forgive every sin thase hands have
committed, Amen.” Sao it v o
snointings, Then we knelt
prayed alotid the QOur Father
Mary, ending with, “May his
the souls of all the faithful

Amen.” A iy
Asthe medicos tested for life with
stethoscopes, an M.P. cams up to me.

“He was a man, Father. In combat

As my hand began to trace the sign. ™

the palms with the sign of the Cross, .

through the mrux--ni-ﬁ_ﬁﬂ;j;_éﬁlliﬁ;m*- 2

1

g I'd like to have a man like that I S -
His younger tent-mate came in and they | Their greeting for me was silenced as s.érl‘;,e:j s ALI tthekAnIn Ytt? mm}f;i Ia@ B e way,” be said simply and s '
talked, Leonski shifted the conversa- |they gathered around Ed in protective l|. .s{lan ]I1 S mig- l:'s e The dawn was  light : :
tion and it turned to the camp, to the|sympathy. There was nothing in Ed'g |25 Silently praying each in his own R et !‘hes i, _
town and the murders. As he worked |face to tell them of the presence of W“L’. di?'i’;r G;:n_:rgaﬂehad “; s?ic::;r th'ought:pﬁrm'ad ﬂ:‘:imi” t;‘! ‘% e AR
the story given by the papers from hig!death; it must have bean oo mine, I |FACk0C Dis Qlass-iat wilen we besr 1% s e e S m'
: dan =D . : sbarp official rap on the heavy wooden | rection. “Why, it's just like Easter 4
buddy, Leonski heard for the first time | withdrew to a corner of the cell, stretch- d I v & g morning," T thought. At noan I offerac 7
what he had done. Staggering under[®d out ona wooden bench, apd |if a|99° E_ was exactly five-thirty. o Lz‘?; M.;Lg. :‘h-&nm m offerad ]
the horror of it, he wondered alond if he | cigarette. Lighting the cigaratte showed| A detail of MLP.'s came i, snapped ?bg Z?jm::f:t:gsﬁg“ b mﬁm A
were not the murderer, The youngar|ms how nervous I was, so I smoked |the handcuffs on Ed’s hand bebind bis s e il ¢

lad, Irightened with the burden unload-
ed on him, went to his immediate offi-
cer, Leonski was arrested and condemn-
ed to hang from the neck until dead,
During the trial he admitted nothing
and had the court puzzled by his air of
nonchalant bravado. They could find
hp answer to the question, why did he
doit? Habad no motive. He was
merely a young male animal on tha
loose. But he was & young male animal
in whom wers huried many pictures of
sex crimes from the pulp magazines,

That he had so brutally destroyed |

defenceless lifs gave Leanski resigna~

tion to his death penalty: he regretted ,'

only that nothing could be done to unda
the damage.

After his story, which he allowed to
be used if it woald do any good, he went
to confession, It was his first,

He had been haptized in the Catholic

Church, but had not received si fficient |

instruction to be able to say the Our

out their own way.

on the bench, one of the lads had the

| courage and humour to dispel the gath-
ering gloom. "“Look at the chaplain,”
he said witheringly, “Isn't be a hell of 2

chaplain 7

And so we brightensd up.  Andas if
we were planning a football pame be-
tween two New England high schools,
coachlike 1 was showing this group of
American boys in a sixteenth-century
English prison how on= of them whom
they had come to love would meet the
opposition in the morning,

ready for the offigial reading of the court
sentence. Thers was a sharp rap at the
cell door, and we stood at attention.
An_:compauied by the Military Police,now
militarily rigid, Colonel Purdy entered
jand acknowledged my salute. Army
regulations do not allow 2 condemned

quietly and alone, letting them work it

Calling attention to me stretched ofi

At ten o'clock Ed and | were alone,

back; and the procession of M.E.'s,
prisoner, and priests started ont of the
cell, down the long prison corridor, out
the prison door into the 'prison van. An
M.P.s fashlight showed a bench alang
the back, and ws sat on, it with Ed in
the middle. [ lit a cigarette, hald it far
bim and he inhaled long and deep. And
then while Father George held the
flashlight T started the prayers for the
dying from the ritual, Father George
ioined, and then Ed in a firm clear voice.
Everything was all right with me until
L happened to look over the edge of the
page and saw a glisténing tear on the
|cheak of the M.P. guarding the prison-
ar. My throat tightened. I let George
and Ed go it alons. When I had swal-
lowed the lump I joined them in the
litany for the dying.

“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,” we pray-
ed, "I give you my heart and my soul,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph assist me in
my last agony."

ous outsiders. 4 few o cers
to supervise the burial sat in
Father George and Fat {

eir

Pastor, served the Mass
ing of public: praise for
boy whe had died in disg!
his native land, 3

There was na  military funeral,
casket, covered with canvas, w
in an Army tguck, W :
Army sedans to the o tery f
moved from onr  hopoored dead. We
three priests began the burial service,
“Out of the depths have I cried unto
Thee, O Lord. Lord hear my vaice.”

1 am sure that He did. Atagyr
I know that Our Lord helped me
way back to Manila, W
me back and my duty as a prie er-
ed me into danger, I made it easier for
myself. ; g v L

“What do you say, Ed "' I prayed,
for I had asked Ed to pray that 1 might
be able to do the work demanded of me

as

Father, His mother was forever leaving man ta salute, My Kknuckles touched | The van stopped in front of a bujld- | by duty. Y
for her work as he_: retiirned from h;l 5 knuekles; they didn't quiver, didn't |ing that was gray io the morning mist; Only this year Father Fred Galla-
school. And the public schools did not | clinch; they remaived relaxed when we came on the brightly polished | gher and I were talking at Holy Cross

give him even the code of the Tan
Commandments,

Op the first of September I was or.
dered to Sydney, but on November sixth

. I received secret orders o return to

Melbourne. Father George Hannon,
corate in a parish near the Russall
Street Gaol, had in my absance spent
about two hours every day with Fd,
continuing the instructions we had
started together, Each ol us had seen a
nineteen-year-old social castofl build
himself up by religious instruetion and

even
though the reading of fallacions lines
like “with malice afore-thought,” "Jeli-
berately and wilfully." With the conrt
Sentence read, the Colonsl laoked up.
[]llhlr.mir. you,” he said to Ed, forI'd
told him the boy wog ca
S boy would maka it easy

| Edsalated. The
edgad with the mont
| fied salute,

Colonel  acknow]-
sincete and digni-
{ fie ; Army regulations could nat
give a saldie th, but Ed was
to death like a s ldier, and no one
it better thay the Colonel who had ¢

state po

to

hard wood floor, 1 looked np. We were
in a building built like a huge gymna-
sium, Khaki-clad legs lined the walls.
Down the middle we marched with
parade step until we came to the white
drop-curtain, The body would drop be-
hind this curtain, and Father George
would be there to give him the Sacra~
mant of Extreme Unetion.

“Good-bye, Ed” Father Georga said,

"Thank you, Father,” he said.

Ed and I, arm in arm, moved beyond
the curtain, up wide ateel stairs follow-
ing the two M.I.'s.

of chaplain days, He had come into
Melbourne some months later with the .
Marines from Guadaleanal,

"“Leonski," he said, “That's funny you
should speak about him. | had Edward
Leonski's body moved up and buried
alongside some of my Marines who died
in Melbourne hospitals from wounnds
they received in battle.” . .
And his body was buried where it
belonged, with the rest of the Ametican
boys, Few of them had a harder fight
on their hands than Ed Leovski,— T/

Sign, April 1948,

d's grace into a man who daily look- | boys from his awn homea
(_ﬁdsaih in the face and smilad bappily, | their death to dig the ena;
Father Hannon was so confident that swamps of Baga,
Ed Leonski was ready to meet his departed,
Maker that I felt more able to carry out | We walked out

vy out of ths
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