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« PRICE FIVE CENTS

Putting Ceylon on World’s

Civil Aviation
in Ceylon

(}Nll- Aviation first assumed im-
portance in Ceylon in 1932 when
3 ﬂmfm‘ence was convened by Sir
G@Bme Thomson, Governor, The
of Civil Aviation in India
_ thzs Conference. Discussed
of Ail Mall Service be-

.ll' E. and India {o Ceylon,
Provision of monev hy Ministry of
and Works for an
atmalan‘a (1984).

1836) .

WAYS ménu d {
ir Aere Club of Oeylon gave ﬂights
the public.

(i&mmunina

Aﬁ: Navigation Repulations
d three planes were re-
th Cevlon Registration

Development d-up
1938 with the ta:a,nmsrer al t?:eg?unb]ect
of Aviation from the Secre-

. icinl opening
. Alrport by Sir Andrew
Cahiemtt, 28th Februm'y, 1938.

l!:_i':m"j'-l. ing Ground &t
m'mgﬁ:mmasm“_ rotte

New Aero Club opened (Septem-
139).  Aly Display, in which

ber,
56y E: 5 ticipated,
Mdg ;marituzmthe - ms?" kE:

b/ 1 the war (1941), F‘hll
ﬁ jnq k on Colom

'(51;11 Aml ‘;l;sglh ‘:;tl'é';lr of Airpcrt
cmr lon became
ceubrg Eastern Air War.

Wartime impmvemgnta earried out
on exfensive scale. Additional deve-
Knpment af aerodmmeg at Negombo,

Chma. Bay and Eog-

Chi
tar;r ta the Minister for Communica- '
Works

Air Map

Discussions at London
and Montreal

['HE CONFERENCE OF THE DIRECTORS OF CIVIL AVIATION IN GOLO-

NIAL GOVERNMENTS NOW BEING HELD IN LONDON IS IN GREAT
MEASURE THE RESULT OF THE SUSTAINED EFFORTS OF’ CEYLON'S
M&ISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND WORKS, COL, J. L. KOTELA-
WALA, AND THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION, MR. L., 8. B, PERERA.
THIS 1S THE FIRST TIME THAT CEYLON HAS HAD DIRECT REPRESEN-
TATION AT SO IMPORTANT A CONFERENCE ON AVIATION,

PRINCE FOR
CINDERELLA

M=R. L. S. B. PERERA (36),
dapper, handsome sky-
scanner, is Ceylon’s 12-hour
working day Director of Civil
Aviation. .

He loves a holiday, the more
holidays the petter. For him &
Government holiday provides an
QD_PDrtlm.ity to work undisturbed by
callers and telephone rings. He pores

over every minute and file. They haven't
¥et written memo- oo

randa on
Aviation,
lon, India,
Dominions, Great
Britain or even
in Timbuctoo that
“L.S.B.” has not
read. He gets to -]
grips with avia- %3‘
tion literature as
others do with &
Peter Cheyney, .
Result. He is up
to the minute with :
data on planes,
routeg and rules of
the air.

Mg. L. S. B. PirERA

Like other Civil Bervants he has had
his taste of Kachcheris and transfers
from one job to another until from post
of Secretary to M_tqjster for Communica-
tions and Works he upped to the Civil
Aviation Directorate on the upper fioor
of the Ministry Office. He found Civil

Mr. Perera will also represent Ceylon
at Montreal where there will be a meet-
ing of the Commonwealth Transport
(Camcilm %mﬁﬁ-ﬁgﬂk- ﬂ;’.—fm_g
Permanent Secretariat of the General
Assembly of Internatiomal Civil Avia-
tlon, is also located in Montreal.

Ceylon has fought for and won the
right to be represented direct at the
Commonwealth  Transport  Counel,
Hitherto we were represented, together
with other Colonial countries, by an
official from the Colonial office.

In addition, Mr, Perera will be fn-
cludegd in the United Kingdom Delega-
tion to the Internationa] Conference at
Montreal, ag only Sovereign nations are
directly represented at it.

Conirary to expectations Ceylon dia
not fall within thy main lines of inter-
national air lines, and there was the

Dletely. The loss to (his country w:nﬂd
have been very considerable. But Cey-
lon's Department of Civil Ayiation has
explored every possible avenue with &
to the rehabilitation of this country on
the major air routes of the world, We
have now purchased our own planes,
and every possible step will be taken fo
develop aviation. y

The talks in London and at Montreal
should be watched with care. They may"
be a turning poini in our development
as a first-rate Air Halt of the future.

Aviation somewhat forlorn. It was a
Cinderellic branch of Government acti-
vity, regarded by all but Minis
ter Kotelawala, as & suitable diversion
for someone without much to do. Bang
went all that. Cinderella found her
Prince. She iz now the Princess Charm-
ing of a new Ceylon,
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THE advent of g greater mea-

sure of political freedom
. together with the proximity of
the general elections Thave
naturally fanned into flame the
hitherto smouldering embers
of political aetivity in this
country. Political parties of
varied hue are busy canvass-
ing mass support. Many are
the programmes, extravagant
the promises; but subtle though
the distinctions sometimes be there
s one issue, that of Democracy or
Dictatorship, that looms large as an
important and fundamental one.
This issue has to be properly appre-
clated and squarely faced for a
Wrong miecision is irretrievable and
later tears will be of no avail.

Let us first get a clear conception of
the meaning of Democracy, if only for
the reason that various definitions have
been provided at verious times. I could
do no befter than to start with the fol-
lowing definition: “Democracy is essen-
tislly a matter of political method: it is
not & particular kind of civilization: it
is rather o civilized way of taking poli-
.tical action. It constitutes an attempt

to reconcile freedom, with the need for
law and its enforcement and may be
defined ag a political method by which
every citizen has the opportunity of
participating through diseussion in  an
attempt to reach voluntary agreement
85 t0 what should be done for the good
of the community as a whole.
duces itgell in practice, into =a
tinuoug search for agreement, through
discussion and compromise, action on
the basis of the maximum measure of
agreement obtainable. It is, therefore,
based upon tolerance and
compromise.,

It re-
con-

necessitates

Certain points fmerge at once from
such a definition; one is that it is
essentially a matter of method, Thus
two countries may have widely differ-
ing social and economic structures but
they could both be democratic in the
mauner in which they take puldic
decisi i or two political parties ey
bave the same end in view bug one
may be conlempiuous of the demoera-
tic method whilst the other would
treat the method as cssential,

Another polni tha
above definition i
method by which

t arises from (he

b it 18 a politicad
everyscitizen has the
opportunity of participating through dis-
eussion In an agrgement, as to what
shall bs dong for the community as a
whole, Thug (he people are made o
}'mnk for themselves and Eovern rather
than be dictateq to.

4 — . -5
““One Issue Looms Large as Important and *Fundamental

DEMOCRACY OR DICTATORSHIP

By
Dudley Senanayake

-

It musy be & government depending
upop the mutual interchange of wishes,
on mutual criticism of the ideas inter-
changed, .and on the common and
agreed cholce of the Jdea which emerges
triumphant from sthe ordeal of inter-
change and criticfsm. A government
deperfding upon such a process can enlist
in itself and its own operation the sell
of every member. It wil] be self-govern-
ment in every sense of the term; it will
square with, and be based upon, the
development of personality and ln.divi-
duality in every self. It will be govern-
ment by the people not as a mass, or
85 8 majorlty, but as a society of lving
selves.

There will be no room in such & society‘
for an individual such as Hitler or for
B group such as the so-called intelli-
gentsia, the vanguard of the proletariat
to arrogate to themselves the sole fune-
tion of being the keepers of the people’s
conscience angd to lead them in the fair
name of freedom to tyrannies undwdamt
of along the bitter path of dictatorship
and degradation to ultimate ruin,

Let ug now see how democracy ensures
that proper functioning. The first and
most obvious neeessity is & Government
responsible to the people, and the de-
pendance of it and of the membership
of the legislature on the free vote of
the people. A necessary corollary being
the power of the people to dismiss a
Government which has lost its. confid-
ence.  But, of eourse, thiz is not all,
a further condition hecomes imperative
and that is that the continued existence
of the above right implies and requires
political institution. If liberty is to
exist and the dependance of the Gov-
ernment on the will of the people is to
be real, there must always be a real
choice before the peopls, ‘This implies
the maintenance and proper funectioning
Of an opposition to the Government of
the day. Unless the electorate has
more than one possible Government
before it, unless there is more than one
party able to place itz views before the
public there is no cholee before * the
people.

This condition obviously reveals the
absurdity of the electoral practices of
modern dictatorship, which pay to the
institutions oy democragy the sincerest
form of fattery—that of imitation,
They copy the device of the ‘‘General
Election,”” But it is an emply and silly
imitation. It deceives np one eXcept
those who wish to be deceived. No
amount of electoral machinery, nor
platform eloguenc, nor seeret balloting
has the slightest significance if there is
finally nothing to vote about: if there is
no choice before the voters,

The elections of Hitler's CGermany or
contemporary Russia, in  which the
party receives 0§ Per cent. or 99 per
cent. of the votes polled, may have been
a Fibute to the efficiency of the terror
i unfortunate: people are
have no more poli-
. the bleating  in
[ For what
?

unison of & herd
ig the choire belore

2 clector

There i3 only one tion,
Therte is only one roment that can
be formed. Therg may ba a cholee of

is no cholee of
ol govermment, ho

The 1t
TmAN peopls

» W, no echoio
choice of policy,

Lie & the
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Here then is the
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iy lock a
order to real

ature 1 that
the road to dictato 3,
Ay summarised be
History is n record of an
y 2 between el
e it 15 furt) upposed
that no single economie o will pive
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up its privileges, or the political power
by means of which alone those privileges
al'e maintained, without mak the
kind of struggle which makes continuous
political democracy Impossible, Hence
social equality eng justice could only be
st up by & proletarian party that will
take to arms before the bourgeosie,
overthrow the opposing class by force,
and set up a proletarian dictatorship
during the last phase of the class war,
Thig. party aiter the liquidation of the
class enemy is expected to usher in the
millennium.

Of course this theory is generally
adumbrated in a much more pedantic
manner and with just that veneer of
intellectualism sufficient to beguile the
less suspecting and less critical amongst
us. Nevertheless Marxism stripped of
its superfluous verbiage rests on four
propositiong which are:

(1) That history is controlled by eco-
nomic forces alone;

(%} That economic forees must take
the form of group struggle;

(3) That group struggle must lead to
civil war; and

(4) That the just society can be con-
structed by the dictatorship of one
party.

Although it i3 possible to . eritically
examine ang dispose of each one «of
these four propositions it is not neces-
sary for the purpose of this article to
do so. It merely suffices to ex-
amine the implicationg of the fourth
propbsition alone, i.e., that social jus-
tice could be ushered in by the dictator-
ship of one party. A moment’s con-
templation sufficeg to convineg us that
dictatorship is neither the best nor the
quickest nor even a possible Toute to
the Socialist goal.

Even if there had been any ambiguity
about the term “‘dictatorship of the
proletariat’’ before the Russian revolu-
tion, that memorable event has certainly
removed most doubts. It has now come
to denote 5 political programme indis-
tinguishable from the political stratesy
and method used in Russia. It con-
sisted of three processes: first the revo-
lutionary conquest of the organs of gov-
ernment by the Communist Party;
secondly, the suppression of all the
opposition parties, both bourgeolss and
proletarian In origin (the Mensheviks
and the Liberals): and thirdly, a subse-
quent perind of indefinite duration in
which the Communist party governs
with all the forms of terror and in
which, no opposition is allowed legal
existence, Thus the dictatorshin of
the proletariat consists of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat over all other
elasees (including the peasants compris-
ing 70 per cent. of our population) and
the dictatorship of the Communist
Party (the enlightened vanguard of the
proletariat} over the ,proletariat.

i hl
*J -y
;&T this stage many impor-
tant questions arise parti-
cularly when we remember that in
no counfry iy there only one work-
ers’ party, as there is always com-
petitlon for the politica) leadership
of the working class because it is a
Very convenient weapon. Why should
not these different parties compete

for power? Why should not the
proletariat be allowed to chooss between
them; after the bourgeoise has heen
Tiguidated? Thereg 16 no conceivable

reason why the Communist Party shonld
deny

ng cinse a chojee be-
tween working class par 5. If the clasg
sl were the basie reality in his-
tory, the Uquidation of the bourgeo’sie
would be Justified but npt tha Uguida-
Hon of other working class parties,

Democracy, as already stressed, de-
pends upon toleration, and this neces- s
H & Hmit to the expression of
in: netion, Political oppo-
v mke very nggressive sneeches
f ach other on' publle platforms,
but as long as democracy losts they do
not persgoute or destroy each other.

The Marxists may shout “Pangawewa'
to their hearts content but in a demo-
cracy nothing really of wvalue is des
troyed; of course we do hear at times
that the local Marxiets themselves split
in various fashions, but then this is not
surprising in an age when ever 50
minute a thing as the atom has Heen
split. *,

-

But how different would it be under
a dictatorship which is born of hatred
and which feeds upon cruelty. A die-
tatorship usually comes into exisience
after a bitter struggle, It represents
the complete and unconditional triumph
Of one of the participants whose expres-
sion of aggression cannot be checked.
In a democracy the governors of today
always realize that they may be subjects
of tomorrow; therefore it ill-behoves
them to persecute. Bus, in a dictator-
ship the govétned are completely at the
mercy of their masters; the opponents
of yesterday le broken and powetrless
at the feet of the victors. Such is the
tragedy of a dictatorship.

The result of such a state of affairs
in practice was seen in the torture
chambers of the German Concentration
Camps, in the senseless humiliation of
the Jew, and in the sleepless agony of
the labour camps of Siberia. Torture
of the Middle Ages was the order of
the day. Thousands were shot wlf.@ut
trial every year—iwo thousand names
were published in the Moscow papers
during 1937 alone. Hundreds of thou-
sands were thrown into prison, Over
everyone hung the restless fear of the
spy and the dread of the secret police.
In suchy circumstances bere is mno
limit to the senseless cruelties of man
upon man. ;

How can socia] justice arise from such
beginnings or in societles so governed?
The minimum content of social justice
is the combination in soclety of political
liberty with economic equality, It may
be true to say that mast capitalist demo-
cracies are lacking in économie equality
but does it then necessarily follow that
the path to social justice lies through
dictatorship and the consequent eradica-
tion of political demopcracy. Whatever
political liberty may or may not méan,
it is certain that it cannot exist without
the freedom of opposition, Without
that essential institution there is no
political choice beforg the people, and
therefore no political liberty in soclety.

Men lacking in emotional balance due
to psychological causes may be moved to
believe that they could build a new
heaven on earth, if only they were
allowed to override and destroy all those
who disagreed with them, «It is not
50. The problems of social life is the
problem of reconciling the conflicting
ends of different persons and different
Eroups. Justice cannot be achievad,
much less happiness by the crushing of

Ong party to a conflict, Injustice re-
mains, hatred remains, the drawn
sword cannot be sheathed. Tt is well

nigh thirty years since the Russian revo-

lution but the dictatorship muzzled with

blood flows on these are nof the condi-

tions in which man can be seen in the

fullness of his stature. Man’s highest
achievements are not merely the out-
come of a full stomach but of a free
ang unregimenied mind,

To those who really seek a better
social order—and are not merely seeking
in political action relief from the psy-
chological maladjustments of their own
natures—we could surely say “This is
nol the Road.'*
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Romance of_ the
“NEW YORK TIMES>

200-PAGE PAPER —
EVERY SUNDAY!

By Jules
** This

Archer in
Month *?

THEY say in Washington that
every Government official
begins his press conference by
Jntroducing the New York
Times reporters to each other,
A highly plausible tale, because
the Times maintaing 19 repor-
ters in the nation’s capital, —
Although the Times’ 551,000 circl-
lation is fourth largest in New Yorl,
it reaches the most influential eiti-
Zens, and the large Sunday edition
has a readership of over a million,
The Times wields a*nationa] infiu-
€nce far out of proportion to its cir-
culation, and i read carefully by
United States Congressmen,

The man who actually founded the
paper in 1851 was Lt. Governor Henry
J. Raymond of New York. But its
greatness dates from 1896, when Cincin-
nati-born  Adolph S. Ochs, one-time
Newsboy ang printer's aporentice, took
over. At that time the Times had
barely 20,000 readers; the staff was less
than 300. Today the Times has 3,359
employees, of whom only 824 are in the
editorial and news departments,

The first Ochs Times was twelve pages
daily, 24 on Sundays, Today’s average
week-day issue contains more than 40
bages. On Sunday the Times offers
over 200 pages!

“MARRY THE BOSS' DAUGHTER"

TEE Ppresent publisher, graying

middle aged Arthur Hays Suls-

berger, is a very frank man. With re-
freshing candour he states publicly:

“‘Others have been asking me how

1o succeed in the newspaper business,

and my on many i has

been: ‘Work hard, never waich the
clock, polish the handle on the big
front door and marry the Boss's

dauvghter!” Thai's what T did in 1917.

If Sulzberger is monarch of all the
Times surveys, Managing Editor Edwin
L. James, who joined the paper as m
capy reader 31 vears ago, ig his Prime
Minister. Under James iz the largest
foreign news serviee, the bigzgest domes-
tic and local news-gathering system of
any paper in the world. News from
all over the globe pours into the third
floor of the Times building via a com-
plex communieations network. This in-
cludes radio telephone, which enabled
the Times to be on the news-stands with
& reébort of the invasion of the Mar-
shall Islands only 65 minutes after the
action; leased telegraph wires which
record on electric typewriters; teletype;
telephone and cable; short wave radio
ineluding the remarkable Hell-scriber,
an automatic radio receiver which ve-
scrambles radio code and translates into
English on a continuous tape,

In a world where the tempo of news
gets faster day by day, the Times has
persistently pioneered in speedier com-
munications. It introduced reporting
from isolated outposts by  short-wave
radio. It developed the original method
of transmitting photos coast-to-coast
over ordinary telephone wires. It ori-
ginated and manufactured a portable
radiophoto sending snd receiving set,
which the Army, Navy and the Ofce
of War Information took over for the
war. And it gives its photographers a
portable photo kit to develop and print
their shots on the spot,.

Now a Timeg photographer, sent into
the woods to take shots of a crashed air-
liner, can develop and print his own
plctures in a forest stream, get to the
nearest phong and set up his portable
transmitter. A call to New York—and
a few moments later a clear photo of
the crash ig ready to go to press,

150 REFORTERS FOR NEW YORK

ALONE

.J'AMEB uses 150 reporters to
cover the New York scene
alone. BSome have fixed asslenments
(City Hall, Police Headquarters), some
special flelds (polities, science, busi-
negs, labour), and others stay on hand
in the eify room, ready {o rush out on
assignments. i

t’hones are manneq by g battery of
Te-wilte men who take down stotles ealled
In by reporters. Even in this age the
humble telephone Mas performed such
miracles for the Times as allowing news-
men . sitting comfortably at the rewrite
desk, to cover a tevolution in Bragil,
earthquake in Cuba, kidnapping in Colo.
rado, train wreck in Georgia and ship-
wreck off Cabe Cod,

More than 100 Times forelgn corres-
pondents are scattered over all the capi-
tals and strategic news centres of the
world, ‘These handpicked men have
the unenviable job of piecing together
hali-truth from government hand-outs,
opposition charges, loca] papers and key
personalities, to provide 'Times 1eaders
with a tempered approximation of oft-
Perplexing foreign news.

If any one individuyal attempted to
cope with the flood of newg pouring into
West 43rd Street each day, he would
quickly be drowned, Dispatches are
therefore diverted to six news desks,
each manned by an editor with as many
as fourteen assistants.

Foreign news goeg to the cable desk:
States news to the telegraph desk; city
and suburban stories to the city editor;
sports and financial news to the'r res-
pective slots; obituaries and itemg on
society, theatre, movies, music, art,
night clubs, ete., go wholesale to the
obituary desk.

Each editor's copy-readers check,
verify and cut the stories, then write the
headlines. When proofs comg in, the
editor makes sure the stories are fit to
print—ang libel proof.

Desk editors give the Night Managing
Editor and his staff who sit in a railed-
off sections advance summarieg of the
major news stories. This section then
lays out page one and page one of the
second news section, They also approve
layouts of other pages submitted by the
various desk editors,

Physical size of next dav's edition is
determined by Managing Editor James
at 5 p.m. on the basis of estimates from
each desk as to the number of columns
required, and a like estimate from  the
business manager on advertis'ng. if
combined estimateés don't work out to
an easy division of pages for printing
purposes, Jameg either orders the omis-
siong of some advertising or the addition
of more space for news.

TWO-POUND SUNDAY EDITION
EDI‘IOR of the two-pound Sun-
day edition is self-assured,
round-faced Lester Markel. The Sunday
magazine section goeg to press the Wed-
nesday before, which has decided draw-
backs. Once the magazine had gone to
press with a lead article on Mexico's
“‘greatest living man,” General Obre-
gon. It was a splendid piece—except
that Obregon was assassinated three
days before that edition hit the street.

The Times Book Review, a respected
glant in its field, is read as much for
the essay-like style of its reviewers as
for eriticism. Because the reviews ex-
tract much of the book contents, the
reader turng page 28 of the Book Review
with the pleasurable sensation of havinfi
grown & good deal wiser, ®

The Sunday drama sectign is really
an omnibls covering the stage, sereen,
music, art, radio and the dance; its 16-
odd pages include newg on travel, re-
sorts, autos, gardens, aviation, bridge
ang stamps.

Although its editors firmly  disclaim
having any pet subiects, the Timeg has
always shown a tremendous respect for
sclence news. When Byrd went to the
Antaretic in 1928, the Times sent along
radio eguipment and a reporter who
short-waved his articles.

The editorial page, including ‘‘Letters
to the Times,'" is the province of Char-
les Merz, nominal editor of the paper.
Working under him are the esteemed
columnist, Anne O'Hare MeCormick,
who won the 1937 Pulilzer Prize as a
foreign correspondent, and Arthur
Krock, chief of the Washinrton Bureau
and Pulitzer Prizs-winner for 1935 and
1938. This ftrio is larrely responsibl
for the world-wide reputation of the
Times editorial page.
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HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS
OF SUPREME QUALITY
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ENOW-WHITE BOARP
Manufactiured o raget the growing
demand for a suberfing hr;:;sehu:;id & m
for washing delicate fakbries, andg EET
ral laundry PUrposes, Sioee, It s #bso-
lutely pure, wahy people Use it for fuce
ang handg also,

Cenis,22 per tablet

HEALTH JOY S0AP

An excellent antisentic household and
bath soap.

Its fermicidal lather glvezs  protection
agalnst all infectious Qiseases, and
makes it invaluable for Use in sick
rooms, hospitals, schools and colleges.

Cents 27 per tablet

DAINTY TOILET SOAP

Dainty in name, dainty  in  use, it
cleanses the skin end imparty a delicate
lingering fragrance,

Cents 35 per cake

B.C.C. SANDALWOOD S0AP
Contains pure Mysore Sandalwood Oil,
soothes and protects,

Cents 55 per cake

B.C.C. COAL TAR SOAP

Refreshing ag g breath of air from snow-
clad pine-covered hills—all men prefer
it,

Cents 55 per cake

_B.C.C. SHAVING STICK
Gilves a rich, creamy, lasting lather for
a comfortable shave—the closest of Yyour
lifer

Cents 50 per stick

PESTOX INSECTICIDAL SOAP

An unfailing remedy for all kinds of
insect pests that infect Tea, Rubber and
Coconub Plantations, Fruit, Flower and
Vegetable Gardens. A very effective
dog and cattle wash.

Rs. 3.25 per 21b. tin

“COOKS-JOY"

Puts the O.K. in cooking and costs only
cents where formerly you spent rupees.

Rs, 1.50 per bottle

VEGEOL SALAD OIL

Undoubtedly the most popular on the
murket. Cooks can’t go wrong with
Vegeol,

Rs. 1.80 per bottle

PYNOL

Nature's delightful disinfectant, germi-
cide and deodorant.

Non-toxie, non-irritating and non-corro-
sive,

Es. 2.00 per bottle

HI-POWER CONCENTRATED
DISINFECTANTS

“‘As strong as the strongest made’ .
Guaranteed Carbolic Coefficient 18—20.
Fluids with high disinfecting and deo-
dorising properties excellent for house-
hold use and for the sanitation of
hotels, hospitals, schools, office build-
ings, factories, theatres, restaurants
and such other pluces.

Red Seal Black Fluid Rs. 1.50 per bhottle
Red Seal White Fluid Rs. 1.25 per boitle

The

British Ceylon Corporatien Ltd.
Colombo

Please obtain the above from your dealer and NOT from the manufacturers.
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WE ASIANS

We do not incline to the view
that the Asian Conference has
finished making history, and
that all we have to do now is
to breathe easily again, We
take a much more serious view
of the importance of that Con-
ference. Its importance 1is
immense. The future of Asia,
and indeed the future of the
world, might yet be changed by
it. But if we Asians are to
derive the greatest possible
benefit from it we must get
down to practical measures.
The new conception of -Asian
Unity should produce a desire
for Asian citizenship among
nationals of Eastern lands.
That desire must be aroused
wherever it does not already
exist, and unti] then an organi-
sation must be set up to plan
the development of Asian unity.
The goal might be the achieve-
ment of a Federation of Asia,
with wide powers in internal
affairs for each autonomous
state in the Federation. It is
well to realise that manking is
moving swiftly towards a time
when narrow racial and
aational barriers will cease to
be. Rather than let the flood
of events carry us at its will, we
should plan now to control and
direct these new tendencies.

We can take pride in the fact
that our delegates to the recent
Conference made a contribu-
tion to the discussion worthy
of the people of a country with
such a ripe and mellow culture.
Mr. BanDARANATKE, the Leader of
that delegation, and Mr. GEORGE
Il oE SImva, have been appointed
nfembers of a Committee to
drait the Directives for a pro-
posed Asian Secretariat. This
is a recognition of the fact that
Ceylon can make a distinet con-
tribution to the thought of our
times, and encourages us to
leok forward with confidence to
the years when we shall have
greater freedom tg decide our
relationship with fellow Asians.
It is fitting that Pandit Jawa-
HARLAL NEHRU, who is, perhaps,
the greatest living statesman,
should have laid the founda-
tions of a New Asia so soon
after his assumption of power
in the Interim Government of
India. :

Far from shutting our doors

against the rest of the world
we should adopt a broad his
torical view, The human race
may comprise innumerable
shades of colour and as many
variations of dialect, custom,
and habits of mind: but in the
elemental desire for the
dom from the Fear, of each
other, and of Want, there is no
variatioh in the White, or
Yellow or Blacls or Brown Man.
The historical view will lead us
to the attainment of the' goal
towards which humanity in
,’_s:he mass has always marched,

free- |

MR. G. P, VAN DER HOEVEN,
Hony. Secretary of the Bur-
gher Assoclation of Ceylon,
struck a pessimistic note the
other day in the local Press.
Calling on the Burgher community
to decide one way or the other for
the sake of their children who may
find “that they are definitely side-
tracked by the nationalistic senti.
"ment of the ruling representatives

in all departments arld activities worthy
of note and recognition,” he suggests &
way out.

“Thefe is the opportunity of going to
Australin where we as a 100 per cent,
literate community can find every oppor-
tunity of fitting in, so as to achieve our
purpose and obtain recognition for ser-
vices we may be called upon to render
for the good of the country which gives
us a homge and a lving."”

This is deplorable, It is surprising
why & ''100 per cent, literate commu-
nity eannot adapt itselr to Binhalese or
Tamil. Even the Malays, who number
only 15,000 to the 30,000 Burghers and
who like them speak neither Sinhalese
nor Tamil, have voted to stay behind
and join hands in the national struggle.
The 30,000 Ceylon Moors, who speak
Arabic Tamil or patols Tamil have agn
to throw in their lot with Sinhalese.
the allocation of posfs, discrimination
has been the ground complaint by other
minority communities, too. But matters
should right themselves when the new
Constitution is worked.

I hope the defeatist attitude of Mr.
G. F. Van der Hoeven is not the gene-
1al opinion of a community whose sons
have given us the best lawyers, adminis-
trators, ete., and their departure Iro]
this lovely isle, would, indeed, be
great 1oss.

Indian Singer

e THOSE who missed the song
recifal of Justika Ray missed
a lot. It was not only the beautiful

rendering of her songs—Bengali and
Hindl ballads, ‘‘bhajans,” and “‘geet'’
—but the simplicity of the singer as
well that appealed. We are accustomed
to loeal artistes ‘‘dressing” for the
stage—make-up, best Kashmir sarees
and mother's best jewellery.  Justika
Ray was different. Simplicity was her
strong-point.  With hardly an ear-stud
by way of asdornment, with a natural
complexion and in & plain white saree
she appeared impressive and beautiful.
It was g lesson. Next, she sang In a
low but pleasingly effective manner,
with the orchestra synehronising faith-
fully. It was a contrast to some of our
local artistes who bawl into the *‘mike.”"
That was the second lesson. =
Jimtika Ray, I hear, will ke returm-
ing te Ceylon next October to partici-
pate in the Music Festival in connection
with the Golden Juhbilee celebrations of
the Ramakrishna Mission.

Henry Ford

i ."l\HE death of Henry Ford,
the car magnate, removes
from the world e colourful personality,
whose name will long be rememberaed as
the man who *‘put the world on wheels."
In his own words the siceess of his
business was due to hiz shrewd under-
St-ﬂ.pd'mg the judement, Omnce he said:
“If an employee keepg talking about his
work. Sack him. He knows too much,’
, He was no mean paymaster. Accord-
ing to & newspaperman, Tord had once
remarked: '"'Keep the worker contented
and you get tons of work. Let him
grumble and half your potential lahour
power is lost,"

Tram Fares
e '\‘THEN PASEETIEELS

against
fram fares in Colombo,
to remark 1

he

was
t el
1 ¢ old fare
compromise between Boustead's low
end the Colombo Municipal Coune
vieve proposed a I

v of tram trave] ever
> Munleipal Council rast
ant, hag been a
Biven
wob-n

and
pay at various

the pu d to

times: 10 cents lor 2 sectiens, 5 cents
fop 2 sections and once again 10 cents
for 2 sections

And to think that during the Bous-
tend’s owner 0 of the tram when

the fare of 4 cents for 4 sectio

Was

increassd by just one cent, t
I Buch g howl from thiz very Council,

wii

tions |

Spain A Monarchy

e G_ENERAL FRANCO, by &

shrewd diplomatic move,
has lald the United Nations flat and
gasping by his pronouncement  that

P of th® country, who put their own people Spain is to be proclaimed a monarchy.

It was a master stroke. In effect he
told his opponents: “*You wanted  a
monarchy in Bpain, Well, here it is—
but, of course, I shall be the head of
the State."” Ang those nations won't
stomach that.

The draft law specifies that Franco
reserves the right af any time to name
the person who is to suceeed him, and
provides that there will be no  resto-
ration of the monarchy as such until
the death or inability of Franco.

Spain  lost her monarchy in
1831 when on April 14 of that year
the Municipal Councils of the larger
citties of Spain declared for a Republic
and Senor Aleala Zamora called on King
Alfonso XII to abdicate.

« Raman’'s Diamonds

e HAD a chat the other day

with large-heartegq Commis-
sioner of Loeal Government, Mr. B, W.
Kannangara, who was full of the Asian
Conference which he attended as a dele-
gate from Ceylon, He told me a number
of good storleg about various personali-
ties, There was g good one about Sir
C. V. Raman who was in Ceylon a few
-months ago on & lecture tour.

Mrs, Sarcjini Naidu, the Chairman of
the Conference, had asked Raman why
he had not brought his diamonds to the
Conference, and Raman replied, *‘But,
Mrs. Naidu, the best diamonds of Asia
are here!"

Mr., HKannangara was interviewed on
the radi® the other night during a pro-
gramme of the Over Sixfeen Club, the
President of which asked him whether

there was any truth in the statement
that the Aslan Conference indicated s
possibility of Asia uniting to dominate
Europe. Mr., Kanuangara assured his
listeners that the entire tone of the Con-
ference was on a much higher plane
than that of mere power politics, The
delegates present felt very keenly the
need for emphasising g Spirit of com-
radeship among the nations and races
of the world, The main object of all
present was to fing some solution to the
conflicts thal svere dissipating the ener-
gies of the human race. $ '

Soft-voiced K.C. -

e DR. L. A, RAJAPAKSE has
the gift of saying g soft and
correct word at the correct moment. He
iz the kind of person to have at g Con-
ference table for if there should be some 4
point at issue which generates undue
heat, he can be relied upon to intervene
with just that soft snswer that turneth
away wrath.

-

I remember the last meeting of the 1
Executive Committee of the TUnited
National Party when there was a minor
debate on the wording of the terms of
reference of the Nominations Board.
One clause in it =said that in the case 1
of "‘open” seats members of the Execu-
tive Commities of the Farty should not
engage in open participation in the elee-
tioneering campaign of the candidates.
There was guite & discussion on this one
word. Some argued that instead of
“open'’ the opposite might well be
allowed according to the reading of that
clause and so on and so forth. 1In the
middle of thig somewhat pointless argu-
ment which was holding up the main ’
business of the meeting we heard a soft
avthoritative voice from somewhere in
the middle of the hall. “Shall we use
the word ‘vublic’ instead of ‘open’ sug-
gested Dr, Rajapakse and the argument
ended.
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. Indo-China
Spotlight

IN AUTHORITY-
Ramadier—Premier of France

“WITHOUT Indo - China
France may become an-
other Portugal.” This state-
ment made in the French
Assembly is the answer to the
question why there is fighting
today in French Indo-China.

! Like all ot.her colonia] possessions,

this colony of the French took ad-
vantage of the War tp declare its
Independence and formed a Republic
under the name of the Viet-Nam
Republic,

The new Socialist Prime Minister of
France has declared: ““Colonial posses-
sion is only really justified on the day
it ceases...... when the present erisis is
overcome our object will always be the
same—the organisation of a free Viet-
Nam Republie,”

These noble sentiments are guite
apposed to what is now happening in
the name of the French Secialist Goy-
ernment. French para-troops have
been sent out there, dive-bombing of
villages is taking place and all the
machinery of modern warfare is being
utilised to crush the Indo-Chinese forces.

Let vk see what this Prench Empire
that was consists of, and who are the
human beings who inhabit these vast
regions. French Indo-China consists

of five states between Siam and the .

China Sea. They are TONKING to
the North, adjoining China, LAOS and
CAMBODIA below this and adjoining
Siam. To the East of Laos in Annam,
and to the South-East of Cambodia is
Cochin China, The immediate cause of
the present trouble is that the Viet-Nam
wants Cochin China attached to Ton-
king and Annam and the French are
preventing the holding of a referendum
which will decide in favowr wof this and
they are‘instead taking into their hands
the cities and posts of the country.

Cambodia and Laos have a population
of 1,000,000, while Cochin China,
Annam and Tonking have a population
. ef 20,000,000. The French want the
first. two and Cochin China to enter the
proposed Unlon as semi-independent
units, ‘The Viet-Nam wants Cochin
China which is closely linked with the
last two on the eastern sea-board to
form one powerful unit. Cochin Chind
i5 the centre of the rice industry and
Indo-China, the first to be conguered by
the French in 1863 and contains their
largest investments, .

== 5y
J. R. Jayawardene

The Buddhists of Ceylon should
take a particular interest in
these countries, for both Cambodla,

Laos and Annam contain a Buddhist
population. A thousand vears; ago,
Cambodia was & great Buddhist Empire
stretching from the Bay of Bengal to
the China Sea. Little remains of all
that grandeur and its most magnificent
scenes are the Buddhist temple of
Angkor Vat at Angkor in  Cambodia.
The religion of Cambodia is the Thera-

vada Buddhism of Ceylon. The people
.

of Annam are a medley of races. The
chief people are ths Mongolian Annam-
ese, They profess the Buddhism of the
Chinese and Buddhism flourishes side by
side with Tarism and Confucianism.
Cambodia and Annam both had  their
own emperors, whose power was no
more than that of the Indian Maha-
rajahs.

These ancient countries snd dynas-
ties are in the melting pot., Out of
them what will ultimately emerge we
cannot say, but one thing is seen that
just as British Imperialism iz fading
away s0 will Prench and Difttch Im-
perialism and the peoples of the East,
rising in power again, will give to the
World the blessings of the Buddha
Dhamma, which at one time fourished
throughout these regions.

IN “REBELLION *
Ho Chi Minh—Viet-Nam Leader
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“ As long as my memory lasts 1 will never forget
the stare of this brave beast, that stare which was

mingled with such hatred and contempt for man. *°
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_;'EV\:ELLERS

COLOMBO & N'ELIYA

ARRIVED one hot August

afternocon in a Gan-Veddg
village named Rotawa, approxi-
mately twenty-four miles from
the Welikanda Railway Station,
bordering the North-Central
and Eastern Provinces. My main

invitation was accepted. Our host told
us that they were much harassed by a
wild  bull-buffalo  which frequently
grazed in the vicinity of the hamiet and
which in addltpn to destroying their
small field gave chase to anyone whom it
came across. Incidentally a Vedda
fears the wild-buffalo more than any

other animal of the jungle. This man
further told us that they had fired seve-
ral times at the snimal with their long-
barrelled muzzle-loading guns  without
any apparent effect. On the other hand
these ministrations had only made the
animal bolder. T agreed to do my best

camp was actually pitched in a
place named Pachakaduwa approxi-
mately twelve miles from Rotawa. I
had walked to Rotawa with my
Head Tracker (K. F. Charlie Sllva of
Wellkanda) and a Gan-Vedda—the
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Readymade

sone carrying my haversack contaln-
ing a few cabin biscuits and a few
bottles of light drinks and the other
carrying my D.B.B.L. shot gun and I
taking my favourite high-velocity 9 m/m
Express Rifle.

The reason why I actually decided to .
leave my comfortable camp, which was
fixed on the bund of an ancient tank
commanding a most enchanting view,
was that after two days' tramping in
the suburbs of Pachakaduwa I never saw
even the spur of bear—(this particular
shoot wa% meant for bear more than
any other game)—and on the advice of
my Head Tracker who told me that
Rotawa was infested with beayr and we
could obtain the help and advice in this
connection from the Chief of the Gan-
Vedda clan of Rotawa.

On arriving at this Gan-Vedda ham-
let, which consisted of a 100 sa. ft,
clearing with g erudely constructed pali-
sade, and containing' about eight small
palm-leal and straw thatched huts I was
conducted by my tracker, amidst the
barkihg of the dogs of the hamlet to the
largest abode of the hamlet, whigh I
understood to be the home op the Chief
of the clan. I was very self-conscious
as I noticed the ladies of the hamlet
peering at me.

We were greeted by a very sickly look-
ing Vedda who informed me that he
was the only mals left behind to look
after the plantation as all the other
able-bodied males had set out on a wild-
bee honey collecting expedition and that
they were not expected back in the
hamlet till the next day (Wild bee-honey
is a very relished food of Veddas),

We were iu.vit.cd Lo stay over the night
in the hamfet, and as we were tired the

*:

FRONTILERS OQF THE

to destroy it and “was readily conducted
to the area in which the buffalo usually
roamed. I Was accompanied by my
Head Tracker who did the work of gun-
bearer as I wanted to have my shof-gun
at hand if my rifle faﬂed‘l After about
half an hour’s walk we came across a
sandy game track, and after traversing
this for nearly a quarter of a mile my
Vedda guide pointed out iresh hoof-
marks of a buffalo erossing the game-
track diagonally.

The imprints appearad to be new and
our guide said that this was the spur
of our quarry. The hoof-marks pointed
in the direction of a water-hole where
buffaloes usually go in the hot after-
noon to wallow in the mud.

My gun-bearer, who was an eXperi-
enced hunter, observed that the fact
that thers were no other hoof-marks
across this track proved that the
spur in question was of & lone bull
buffalo. Wild buffalo graze and are
always together in herds. A lone bull
buffalo on the other hand grazes and
roams the jungle alone—this type of an
mal is avoided by the herds and is
usually oy is invariably in a bad temper
and iz very viclous. The hoof prints
which had crossed the game-track led to
a stretch of thick shrub jungle on  an
undulating sirip of land covered with
general shrub and long grass  called
“Mana' or “‘Elate” ang for the greater
part of this jungle the shrub and grass
was so dense that one's range of vision
did not exceed a radius of 10 feet,

We were, however, able to follow the
track the' animsl had taken as all the
grass and shrub along It wag dis-
turbed. Our luck, however, in th's

direction was shori-lived, for ms we
went further we were unable to follow
our guarry owing to thickness of shrub.

v

DUAH COUNTRY



By

F. V. P. Jayawardene

The Vedda guide took another ling of
approach to the water-place wherg the
buffalo had gone. We cut across this
veldt-like land in indian-file taking the
Breatest care not to make §uv nolse—
the only means.of communication being
by signs. The Veddsa took the lead fol-
lowed by me with my fully loaded maga-
zined rifie on the “‘safe’ and my gun-
bearer just behind me with both barrels
of my shot gun loaded with ‘'destructor-

ball" cartridges,

We were fortunate in having at that
moment the wind against us so  that
there was no danger of any animal ahead
of us picking up our scent. The shrub

~Jungle gradually thinned as we proceeded
_—later I discovered that we were heading
“for & vast extent of ancient paddy land,
now In ruins, so very common a sight
in the Tammankaduwa District—and
abruptly ended in a small clearing, As
We stood by the edge of it my Vedda
guide showed me a massive buffalo
hardly twenty yards in front of us, gras-
ing quite contentedly. From the ex-
cited look on my guide's face, I knew
- that this wag our quarry. I stepped 1n
front and aimed right at the centre of

the byflalo's forehead {the animal was
at the moment grazing in a position,
facing us), I do not know what made
the animal raise his head during the
steady

mysell and touch the hair-trigger of my

fraction of o second I took to

rifie—perhaps it wag the sudden change
of wind-direction, or the trampling of
a twig by the excited Vedda—but the
fact was the buffalo did raise his head
and my shot failed to hit the spot 1
wanted—the distinet thud of the bullet
&t 20 yards range, however, told me
that I had registered & hit somewhere.

The wounded buffalo, however; did
not make any attempt to charge put
shifted himself g bit towards the edge
of the shrub without shifting his gaze
at us for even a second. As T was
using a magazined rific I was not long
in putting another bullet in & vital spot
—but still the animal showed no sign
of collapsing—hlood was spurting from
hiz nostrils, mouth and ears, but the
buffalo stood his ground snd never for

a moment averted his eyes. .

As long as my memory lasts T will
never forgei the stare of this brave

beast, that Gtare which was mingled
with such hatred sand coniempt  for
man. He was in the same attitude till
X emptied my balance ma.g'a.v.i.ne of

four rounds on him,

As I was reloading my rifie that flery
lustre of his eyes suddenly  became
glgssy and ths animal which was facing
us so. stoutly collapsed on hig forelegs
and with one deep gasp ang with a con-
vulsive twich of his massive body  lay

SHll never to haunt Rotawa again.

On closer examination I found that
the first roung I fired was a “'solid"—
steel bullet—which had as a result of the
animal raising his head, eaught him on
thsnout—the portion between his nose
and forehead—thy bullet which at 20
yards developed g velocity of 2,035 feet
Det’ second and an energy of 2,255 ft. 1bs,
had traversed across his snout and en-
tered his body in the reglon of his chest,

Jjust below the mneck, presumably  cut

A HERD ,OF WILD BUFFALO

acroes his heart and got embedded in
his body.e I think the fact that
I used an Wxpress rifle and at close
range had given this animaj & knock-out
shot with the first bullet and wounded
him mortally,

I might mention in thig connection
that T had only one ‘‘solid"” round of
ammunition in my magazine of 6 rounds
—the balance being “‘soft-nosed’’ ammu-
nitlon with only blasting effects and
lesser penetration power. It was sheer
luck that made the single round of
“'solid”” ammunition which I had in my
magazine get info the breach of my
Iifle for the first roung of fire—I quite
carelessly did not ensuce this before
setting out to track the animal. Had
it been a “soft nosed” round and had
it caught the buffalo on the identical
spot where I hit him, I think it would
have only blasted his snout and given
him a very fair chance of charging with
what results T cannot say,
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\V,V/ 8 Yr1 FROM THURSDAY I7TH APRIL
N E 0 L PIA DAILY AT 3-15, 6-15 and 9-30 P.M,,
Morninz Shows on Saturday and Sunday at 10.15 a. m.

J YEAR: i t books
“ EEN YEARS” proudly takes its place along-side the other great films made from grea
ey like ‘.‘Ran'domp Harvzst" : “Valley of Decision” : “Mrs. Miniver" : “‘Romeo & Juliet™
' “Gone with the Wind”" & etc.

It had a sensational ~engagement at Famed Radio
City Music Hall; New York.

«“The Green Years” is awonderful Motion Picture?

LOUVELLA PARSONS SAYS IT!

HEDDA HOPPER JSAYS IT ! oy oo A T.CRONIN'S
* KATE SMITH * SAYS IT! “THE

FRANK SINATRA SAYS IT! GBEEN
_' JACK BENNY SAYSIT ! ° .
EDDIE CANTOR SAYS IT ! YE ABS
ALSO SHOWING: THE LATEST
.CHARLES COBURN
ETONE NEWS. :
i DRAKE - TYLER- CRONYN

KINGSLEY °eigmexcsms || |GINTUPITIYA Shovisgdaiy st

: Saturday & Sunday Matinee at 3 p. m.
Saturday & Sunday Matinee at 2-30 p. m. Ji ¥ s i

CHITRAKALA’S “LIGHTNING TERROR?”

( Stunt in English)

“* BROKEN PROMISE & Cast : Herman Brix & Lee Powell

R E G A L Now showing.;:i:: :;3.!5. 6.15 &

Morning shows on Saturday & Sunday at [0.15

ENCHANTING MUSIC......... IN THE EXCITING ROMANCES
OF THE WORLD FAMOUS MUSICIAN PAGANINI !

STEWART GRANGER
PHYLLIS CALVERT
JEAN KENT

“THE MAGIC BOW?”

E M P I R E Now showing daily =t 315, 6.15 &
NOW RUNNING TO CROWDED HOUSES 9.30 p. m.

] AT THE Morning shows on Saturday & Sunday at 10.15
| MAJESTIC Dailyat 10 a. m. 3, 6 & 9 30.p. m. -
; Seats booked at the MAJESTIC and not claimed Gripping drama of a dangerous woman whose seductive
ten minutes before the times of shows will be allure charmed innocent men !
sold. The usual® concession to ladies is being
’ allowed. RITA HAYWORTH
# ELPHINSTONE Daily at 10a. m., 3, 6, & 9.30 p. m.
i EMPIRE (KANDY) Daily at 3, 6 & 9.30 p. m.
| PUSHPA (DEHIWALA) Daily at 3, 6 & 9,30 p. m. “GILDA "
|l QUEENS (GALLE) Daily at 3, 6 & 9.30 p. m. ith
i TAIMAHAL, (MATALE) Daily at 3, 6 & 9.30 p. m. b
| LAKSHMI (AMBALANGODA) Daily at 3, 6 & 9.30 p. m. GLENN FORD, GEORGE MACREADY
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» McCallum Road, Colomtbo, by Bernard de Silva, for Hon, Col. J. L, Kotelawala, Chairman, Propaganda Committee, Li’nited National Parsy
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