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Is India Fit fo

the light and leader of non-Communist Asia,

But what non-

Indian Asians ask is: Can India fill the bill? In other words, is
she qualified to give that spiritual and political leadership
which non-Communist Asia badly needs?

There is no doubt that the great
respect in which India is held all
over the world, including Red China,
is due to the fact that at the head
of the Indian democracy stands that
sublime figure, Nehru. When one
thinks of him one is forced to admit
that to find his equal as a statesman
one has to search the records of the
past and one then thinks of Perieles,
Washington, Lincoln and Gladstone.

‘A zood deal of the glamour then

which India has for the West is due
this one man, Nehru.

SEChy ot the
Open Air
Opposition

Dr. N. M. Perera
accused of
breach of

privilege

SIB John Kotelawala, Leader
of the House, brought to
the notice of the Speaker an
alleged breach of privilege
eommitted by Dr. N, M. Perera,
M.P, for Ruanwella. in a speech
. made at the open air meeting held
on Galle Face on the 10th inst.
He produced copies of the
“Ceylon Daily News” and
“Observer” of June 11, and
quoted this alleged statement
of Dr. N. M. Perera,
“I visited Parliament yester-
day, and what did 1 see—some

queer animals! There were
people in it who did not
understand what politics

meant. The very sight of them
would make one lose one's ap-
petite for a week. How did
they creep into Parliament?

The Speaker asked Dr. N. M,
Perera whether he wished to
make a statement,

Dr. Perera said “No.”

The Speaker then requested
Dr. Perera to withdraw from
the House, which he did.

The Speaker held that there
was a . prima facie case of
breach of privilege,

Sir John moved that the mat-
ter of the complaint be referred
to a Select Committee and that
the Commitltee be nominated
by the Speaker and that the
Commiltee have power to send
for papers, persons, documents
and records and report to the
House.

After the matter was discuss-
ed, the motion was passed by
a large majority,—Ayes 78, Noes'21,

But unfortunately, apart from
Nehru, there does not appear ta be
any other Indian politician there
of comparable stature. And there's
the rub. 3

For instance, take the still unre-
solved conflict between India and
Ceylon over the vast number of
lemporary Indian residents in Cey-
lon who claim full citizenship rights
here while not being willing to give
up their social and economle ties
with India. With the exception of
Nehru, ail other Indian politicians
who have expressed their views on
this guestion completely ignore the
point of view of the Ceylohese people
and are, more or less, in
favour of some form of coercion
being used against Ceylon in
order to, enforce Indian claims.
So long as so many influéential
Indians adopt this bullying atti-
tude towards a small eountry like
Ceylon, so long will India be dis-
trusted by other Asians in South
Asia, In fact, there is no doubt that
but for the restraining hand of Sri.
Nehru, a very grave conflict would
now have arisen between India and
Ceylon—a conflict in which the rest
of the Commonwealth would have
had to Intervene and a conflict
which would have exposed to the
world the existence in India of a
eore of imperislists worse than any
imperialists of the West. It is only
the moral force and dynamic leader-
ship of Nehru, that has prevented
such a crisis arising.

Nevertheless, the rest of Bouth
Asfa has not failed to take ndte of
the fact that, so soon after India
had regained her independence,
there has arisen in that powerful
country a band of men who would
not hesitate to force a small country
like Ceylon to bow to their will over
a matter vitally concerning the in-
dependence of Ceylon. What would
happen, people in South Asig ask, If
the great Nehru were to disappear
from the political scene in India?
Would not the Indian “Imperialists”
then gain the upper hand?

It is for this reason that in a
previous article of mine on the In-
dian problem In Ceylon %U. N. P,
Journal 23.5.52.) I suggested that Sri
Nehru should find the time to be
the architect of a great South Asian
Commonwealth led and developed by
India and Pakistan, Such an enter-
prise would not only  brin about
2 truly fraternal relationship bet-
ween all nations of South Asia, but
would also lead to a radical improve-
ment in the attitude of Indfa and
Pakistan towards each other,

As a matter of fact, it {s unfortu-
nate that so many Westerners should
look only to India to be the leader
of non-Communist Asla since, from
the point of view internal stability,
economic soundness and homo-
geneity of outlook, Pakistan has an
advantage over her bigger neizhbour,
Besides. Ceylon trusts Pakistan more
than India and a strong bond of
frlendship has grown unp between
Pakistan and Ceylon, thanks to the
wise state, inship of that shrewd
patriat, the J. 5. Benanayale,
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be the Leader
of Non-Communist Asia?

WITH China lost to the West, the Liberal “Manchester
Guardian” now expresses the belief that India should be

Asia, therefore, Pakistan has a vital
part to play and it would pe fatal
to cold-shoulder one of the most
virile nationg in the whole of Asia,
Apd where Ceylon ig concerned, it
must be admitted that rabid Indian
nationalists ang imperialists have
brought about a situation where the
Ceylonese people have come to trust
Pakistan more than India, sinece it
would be a precarious thing for a
little country to accept tha leader-
ship of a great neighbour.  whose
present restraint is the product of
the moral aseendancy of one man.
However, there is na dispute that,
If a South Asian Commonwealth
could be formed (not divorced from
but integrated with the British Com-
monwealth) the natural leader of
such a commonwealth would be Sri
Nehru, since he alone has the out-
look and the moral fervour to make
such a conception a practical possi-
bility, The question is whether the
pressing problemsof hisown country

will permit him to delegate many of
his functions there to others and to
devote the major part of his energies
to the creation of a South Asian
Commonwealth. That is a question
which he alone can answer,

’\"\N‘-’W\I\MNVVMP\N\NVW\
By A.S. Morrison
‘l i WVV‘\M’\/\ANWVWV
In the coming time, I a world
war can be avolded, the snpreme
conflict in Asia will be the struggie
between Comrunism as represented
by China and Democracy as repre-
sented by India, Who will win?—
Nehru or Mao Tse-tung? In the his-
tory of the world never have two
such antagonists been engaged in
such a battle? If there is no world
war within the next five years. the
battle will be fought out in peace

(Continued on  page 2)
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E Ceylon Association for

the Advancement of Science
have presented a comprehen-
sive Memorandum strongly
urging on the Government the
formation of a Council of
Scientific Research in Ceylon
on lines similar to correspond-
ing institutions in  the other
Dominions in the Common-
wealth.

It is stated that the work of thg
Council as it develops would bring
enormous benefit to the nation In
Its sclentific and industrial develop-
ment. as the experience of other
countries that have created these
councils have convincingly demons-
trated.

Under colonial administration, the
‘sclentific ‘affairs relating to this
country were directed mainly by the
Colonial Office on the advice of ex-
perts employed by that office, Scien-
tifically developed industry was
practically unknown and seclentific
agriculture like tea and rubber
thrived because of the independent
advisory councils and research insti-
tutions the planting interests had in
the United Kingdom. With the ad-

ent of independence, the centre of

activity was to be shifted from the

United Kingdom to Ceylon.

According to the scheme submitted
by the Special Committee of the

Association, the Couneil is to be an
autonomous body with the Prime
Minister as President, a Cabinet
Minister nominated by the Prime
Minister as Vice-President, and
about twenty members,

THE COUNCIL'S TASK

The memorandum deftails the task
of the Council in its early stages, as
follows: — v

(a)  Advising Government in
scientific matters such as
the allocation of funds for
scientific research.

(b} Burveying the country's need
for trained scientific per-
sonnel and taking steps fo
maintain adequate supply.

(e) Surveying the main problems
to which scientific research
can contribute and possibly
starting research on a small
sceale on such problems.

(d) Establishing close econtacts
with already existing seciep-
tific Institutions of an offi-
cial or semi-official charac-
ter.

fe) Establishing an information
and liaison service to pro-
vide agriculture and indus-
try with technieal informa-
tion.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN
CANADA
One feels invigorated to learn how
scientifiie research is earried on in
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Canada by many different agencles
among whom there is a close co-
ordination of effort. Scientists are
seekers after truth, and nothing 1s
more to their lking than full and
free discussion of difficult research
problems by all those who are able
to make useful eontributions on the
different subjects.

Bince the bheginning of the twen-
tieth century there has been a re-
markable change In the relationship
of the farmer and the scéentist. The
scientist has taken his critieal
methods to the fields; the farmer
has brought his problems to the
laboratory. Various types ofsseien-
tific and Industrial research are
carried out by the different depart-
ments.

The National Research Council
consists of the President, two Vice-
Presidents (Scientific) one Vice-
President (Administration) and
seventeen other members, chosen to
represent industry, labour or re-
search in one of the basic natlonal
sciences. Many of the members are
drawn from the selence departments
of Canadian unlversities.

The Council at Ottawa is organ-
1zed with three Science Divisions—
applied bielogy, chemistry and
physics, and three other Divisions
dealing with engineering problems—

Scientific Research Council For Ceylon

"ENORMOUS BENEFIT TO NATION“ FORESEEN

building research, radio and electri-
cal engineering and mechanical en-
gineering which includes aeronautics
and hydraulics. The Medical Re-
search Division supports and corre-
lates research on approved projects
in the Medieal Bchools of Canadian
universities and awards fellowships
for post-graduate training in medi-
cal research.

(™

By Biyar Jayo

“Tha

The staff of the Council numbers
about 3,100 including more than a
hundred students during summer
vacation perlods. Scholarships are
awarded annually by the National
Research Council for training In
post-graduate research, and grants-
in-aid are made to individuals or
institutions for the employment of
assistants or research projects and
for the purchase or construction of
unusual apparatus. Up to October,
1950, some 1.600 students have had
their training advanced through
such scholarships, and more than
5,000,000 dollars has been awarded
under grants-in-aid. The activities
of the Counell cover a broad field.

FRUIT CANNING, A
PAYING INDUSTRY

J'RUIT canning in a section
of the Marketing Depart-
ment which was originally
started a dozen years ago on an
experimental scale has now
reached a magnitude which
was guite unforeseen then and
the entire industry is on a
sound footing with a consider-
able margin of profit each year,
while a stabilized income is
assured to growers and sellers
of fruits. Mangoes were canned
to begin with., Now the pro-
cess is exftended to pineapples.
Much progress has been made by
the canning industry sinee the end

of the last war, as borne out by the
figures below;—

FRODUCTION
No, of tins
Pineapples Mangoes
1945 .- 13,000 4,500
1946 ... 45,000 8,000
1947 ... 35,000 12,000
1948 ... 41,000 5,000
1949 ... 62,000 24,000
1950 ... 95,000 22,000
1951 ... 19,000 24,000

GUARANTEED PRICE SCHEME

The purpose of the canning activi-
tieg of the Marketing Department is
mainly to return a stabilized income

to frult growers. The policy is im-

plemented by a scheme called the
~Guaranteed Price Scheme, The

Department purchases pineapples,
mangoes and other fruits at a price
which is never allowed to decrease
below ‘a minimum guaranteed price
so that when fruit Is available in
plenty, the growers are assured of a
profitable income. For instance in
the current year the guaranteed
price was fixed at 8 cts, a pound
inclusive of stem and crown. When
the season sets in the price would
otherwise have been so low as to
make cultivation ‘of pineapple un-
economic. On the other hand, the
fruit growers can get a higher price
than the guaranteed price in  the
open market when fruits are searce.
At present the working of the
guaranteed price scheme for ecanned
frult is limited to a certain extent
by the quantity of fruit that can be
utilized for canning with the existing
machinery, It is the endeavour of
the Department to step up
its rate of production during the
fruit season so as to ensure the effi-
cient working of the canning indus-
try and the guaranteed price
scheme. As a result of this scheme
for pineapples, cultivation of pine-
apples has Increased at least three-
fold during the last five years and in
certain areas In the Western Pro-
vince cultivation is carrled on syste-
matieally, and is reported to be as
profitable as that of planting eoco-

nutsi '
OMEGA.

IS INDIA FIT TO BE THE LEADER OF
NON-COMMUNIST ASIA ?

(Conlinual from page 1)

on an economic plane. The {im-
poverished peoples of Asia (from
north to south and east to west)
watch this gigantie soclal and econo-
mile struggle with bated breath. In
five years' time the people of Asla
will be able to judge as to which of
the two systems—democracy or
communism—will stand a better
chanece of fllling the rlee bowl of
the Aslan peoples and rldding them
of the worst features of thelr poverty

| and malnutrition.

The “Manchester Guardian” right-
ly warns Indla and her Congress
Government not to allow Red Chinsa
1o be the pace-maker of her (In
dia’s) progress, b:;r. that India should
set the pace herself and not be a

mere imitator of Red China, These
are wise words. But India’s achieve-
ment greatly depends on the West
just as China's depends on the
assistance she gets from Russia, Will
the West provide India and the rest
of South Asla with an adequate
helping hand? That is the crux of
the problem. The Colombo Plan as
conceived ' by Ceylon’s Finance
Minister, Mr, J, R, Jayewardene, has
not yet brought more than a trickle
of help from the West and far more
is needed (and no doubt, was hoped
for by the Finance Minister) if the
threat of Communism 15 to be made
to recede. If only a fraction of the
vast sums  being expended by the
Western nations on armaments could
be diverted to the East for its
ie uplift t the Dbattle
against Communism can be won.

A
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" Rice-Key Commodity
in the Commonwealth

JBERNARD Braine, M.P., wri-

ting on the above subject
to the “New Commonwealth”
(incorporating the “Crown
Colonist”) shows why it is
vitally important to develop de-
pendable sources of supply in a
strategically safe part of the
world.

There Is no more important single
foodstuff in the world today than
rice. It is the basic food of a large
part of the worlds population—for
milliong it is almost their only food.
It Is the key to much of the political
sltuation in Asla. For in the lands
of the rice-eaters plentiful and
cheap rice spells tranquillity, while
scaree and dear rice can lead guickly
to famine, misery and upheaval,

Unhappily, rice is both scarce and
dear, World production is declining,
Between 18950-51 and 1951-52 the
total fell by about 1 per cent. In
Asia, where the bulk of the world’s
rice Is both produced and eonsumed,
the decline during the same period
seems to have been about 11 per
cent. Prices are fantastically high,
And with populafions Increasing
everywhere the general outlook is
bleak in the extreme.

Nong of us in the West can be
indifferent to the problem, for it is
bound up Intimately with our own
needs angd difficulties. Malaya’'s
rubber and tin produetion, for
example, upon which our industries
depend, is influenced strongly by
the avallability of rice. If sunplies
were cut off the Malayan economy
would come to a standstill, the war
against Communism would be lost,
and the whole free world would feel
the jolt.

VULNERABLE TERRITORIES

The truth must be faced that all
four British territorles in South-East
Asiaz—Malaya, Hong Kong, Sarawak
and North Borneo—find themselves
in a most vulnerable position. It is
true that strenuous efforts are being
made in these terrilories to grow
more rice. The flgures speak for
themselves. Before the war Malaya
produced some 330,000 tons annually.
In the season 1950-51 she produced
440,000 tons, and by 1855 it is expect-
¢d she will be producing 535,000 tons,
Against the present troubled back-
ground these fgures represent a
a notable achievement.

Nevertheless, they still fall far
sghort of what is adequate. Popula-
tion is constantly outstripping sup-
plies, Malaya imports about 50 to
60 per cent. of her requirements now.
Despite  increased production at
home she will be obliged to import on
this scale for some years ahead, The
position 1s easier in North Borneo
and Sarawak, but if the needs of
Hong EKong, Mauritius, Beychelles
and Aden are taken into account, as
indeed they must be, then the pre-
sent requirements of territories In
the East for which the United King-
dom has a special responsibility are
not far short of 770,000 tons a year.
That 15 a4 formidable figure,

What 1s even more disturbing Is
that the only sources of supply are
the three traditional rice-exporting
countrles of BSouth-East Asia—
Burma, Indo-China and BSlam—all
of which are menaced by the threat
of Communism,

Before the war, Burma used to ex-
port well over 3 million tons a year,
Today, disorganised and divided, her
marginal rice lands long since allow-
ed to go out of cultivation, she ex-
ports barely a milllon tons. Indo-
China, forn and racked with bloody
strife, tells the same story.

Biam alone presents a more en-
couraging picture, but even here we
are not getting the rice we want.
Last year Siam was unable to fulfil
her contract to supply British terri-
tories. This year we are to get less
than three-nuarters of last year's
contract. Together, the three rlce-

bowl countrles used to export some 8
mlilion tons a year. Today they are
exporting a mere 24 million tons.

JAPAN A NEW FACTOR

But that s not all. The situation
15 bedevilled by demands Japan s
now making for the first time upon
the exportable surpluses of South-
East Asla,

Before the war she drew the bulk
of her regmirements from Korea and
Formesa, then Inecluded in her over-
seas empire. Today, denled access
to those fterritorles, she iz In the
market for rice which would normal-
ly flow to British territories. More-
over, she can make payment with
manufactured goods oftered at prices
with which nobody else can compete,
It must be expected, therefore, that
Japan will make ever-increasing de-
mands upon what lttle rice is avail-
able for export.

All this 185 very alarming. If
famine came to Indla, necessitating
the switch of surpluses to that coun-
fry, or if Communist armies overran
Burma and Indo-China, or If the rice
lands were visited by drought or
flood, our territories could be cut off
from their wvital supplies with no
hope of relief from elsewhere. For
there 1s no sizeable surplus of rice
anywhere else in the world. The
bulk of the American surplus is ab-
sorbed by Cuba, while the Italian
surplus is swallowed up in Europe.

It is a matter therefore of the
highest importance to develop alter-
native sources of supply in some de-
pendable part of the world, prefer-
ably within the Commonwealth, and
to do sb with the utmost speed.

BRITISH GUIANA'S POSSI-
BILITIES

A start has been made, although it
is doubtful whether all conecerned
are yet seized of the extreme
urgency of the matter. Thus, ex-
periments in mechanised cultivation
are proceeding apace in Tanganyika,
Nyasaland and Nigeria. Although
on & small scale, results so far seem
encouraging,

But generally in these territories,
as in Northern Rhodesia and Sierra
Leone, where there is much land suit-
able for rice cultivation, the primary
need is to increase food production
for loeal consumption, and for some
time ahead there iz little likelihood

of any surplus rice coming out of
Africa.
It is in the West Indies—British

Guiana in particular—that the best
hope lles of producinz a large ex-
portable surplus. This Colony al-
ready produces about 65000 tons &
year, of which about 25,000 tons is
exported to neighbouring Caribbean
territories. There 15 not the slight-
est doubt that production could be
inereased at least five-fold, provided
capital were made avallable for
necessary water control works,

The Evans Commission recognised
the possibilities in 1948, when it was
estimating the development needs of

the Culony, and rice expansion
figured largely in its final recom-
mendations. There {followed the

Beachell-Brown misslon, which ear-
ried out an expert investigation and
came to the conclusion that the area
under rlee could be expanded from
T7.000 acres to 368,000 acres provided
the headwaters of the rivers could be
controlled,

If, then, British Guiana could
make a substantial contribution to
Commeonwealth rice suppties, why Is
development in that Colony proceed-
ing 50 slowly? Last year £750,000
wag advanced out of Colonjal Deve-
lopment and Welfare funds to en-
able work to begln on a number of
water control schemes which will
bring much new lands into cultiva-
tion. In the meantime, the Govern-
ment of the Colony Invited the
Colonial Development Corporation to
join with them In setting up a Rice
Development Company, based on the

excellently run Mahaicony-Ahad
scheme for mechanlsed cultivation,
which | for some years had been

onerating under Government aus-
pices. S8ince then, little progress has
been recorded.

(Continued® on  page 5)
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Collection and Publication
of Statistics ; !
CANADIAN SYSTEM FOR CEYLON

» 4 its i urveys and Mechanical Tabulation.
F‘ROM -the- tlme-Of s colonial 2 ‘I‘hey Bureau has established itself
beginnings in the seven- s0 firmly as an institution in that
teenth century, Canada has country that its ﬂndtlLTigsd 1;. &a

: oS i -5 various types were utilise or e
!Jeen classe s througls Initiation of new policies and the
immigration, trade, culture an expansion of business. Ong feature
political ties—to a steadily of the Bureau was the fact that the

i - i Bureau had its own printing unit
mm eas.mg number_ Bt gth.er which enables it to lssue statistical
countries. Canada is an inde- . n 5o ot o a very short .
pendent nation, entjrely res- period of tllme. a:fbtéiseb %:];xt‘;l;cagg:‘:s 4
i i were eagerly aw, [s] s
ponsible for l,ts ‘?Wn horelgn ermrnem;g De};}artments as well as by
policy. By choice it 18 asso- g %o World in general,
ciated with a number of pther
States. Of these associations, AN AL AS T
the oldest is that of the Common-
weilth. the other members of which & y Four goen ~
are Australia, Ceylon, India, New ) A
Zealand and Pakistan, th? Unjigrj}kg: N !
outh Africa and the United - _
gom, The tles that hold them to- USE OF ELECTRONIC MACHINE
gether are common ideals and eom- " ) v
mon interests. For this purpose they prg{sg-e ddgy n't{g; 'erlga";;i ‘ﬁ_ggftg ?’ﬁe
maintain a number of committees O n B Ao Statistics has
and other bodies. Among these the returned with plenty of material aad
recently established Commonwealth ideas for bullding up a strong Cen-
Consultative Committee of South and frat Bt _ : S x
: + atistics Organization in Cey
South-Aast Asia is one. Canada 1
3 9 the Col- on, In taking the Census of
took a prominent part in Canada which has tecently  booe
ombo Plan Exhibition and contri- contnietad, Sho Bires hod b o
buted towards its suceess in  great it tl?e s mrchnited gons
TERRR and sorting machine which has
- enabled the Canadian Government,
FHAEOWETIE, SOR CEXEON to publish the result of the Census
Under the Colombo Plan the Com-  {n what would perhaps be record
mittee has recognized that Common- time, For Instance the customary
wealth countries of  South and sehedule used at a Census was not
South-East Aslan countries need wutiliseq this time. Instead—a double-
technical assistance and has offered purpose card was used with speeial
the much-needed aid. The offer of peneil for ticking off the various
a fellowship to Ceylon in Statisties entries. This card was put through
is an instance. An opportunity has the electronie machine which sensed
thus been given to Ceylon to avail - ghe peneil markings and punched
itselt of the assistanee of the Domi- 4 duplicate card contalning all the
nion Bureau of Statistiecs in  the information in  the original card.
latest method of collection and These cards were then sorted and
publication of statistics of various tabulated on other machines The
types, Hereafter the Canadian sys- use of the electronic machine elinii-

T

e

N

E l.:EP' N ' Qe }; SOAP

YHE SWADESHL INDUSTRIAL WORKS LTD.

fem will be adopted in Ceylon. nated the laborious and time-kill-
P ing process of coding and punching
AID UNDER THE C-PLAN that had hitherto been used in all

i : tries of the world. The use of

Following the directive of the late €OUN! :
Prime Minister, the Department of the electronie maching for Gensus
Census and Statistics since the PUTDR0Ses was a plonesr attempt in
middle of last year has become res- ©Canada and would perhaps revolu-

HARRISONS & CROSFIELD, LTD, ponsible ]for the orfgal;liz:amon of the Uonlze census taking methods,

: i aq e Ak A statistical units of & avernment
{Incorporsted in England. Liability of members is limited) Departments. It Is & comparatively CANDID CANADIAN CIVILITY
new department and the work en- Mr. de Mel was very enthuslastic
. tails a very heavy burden on the ahout the warm reception he had re-
administration, and the Government ceived in Ottawa among all classes
of Ceylon availed itself of the offer of people and found the Canadians
made by the Canadian Government anp extremely friendly race, ever will-
under the Colombo Plan of a Fellow- ing to help “the stranger within its 2
ship in Statistics, The officer select~ gates”. Within a week of his arrival H
ed was Mr. U. G. P. de Mel, Deputy in Canada he felt completely at
Director of Census and Statistics, home. There was not “the slightest
who returned to the Island last week suspicion of the colour bar or “‘apar-
after studying methods and organi- theid" in Canada and before he left
zation in Canada, which has a highly he has made several very good
centralised system for the collection friends. Most of his time he spent
and publication of Govermmeut in Ottawa In the Dominion Bureau.
statisties. The course of study last- He bald brief visits to one of the

ed three months, provineial statlstics offices at L
Toronto where he was the guest of L
DOMINION BUREAU OF the Provineial Statisticlan who took
STATISTICS him during a week-end to the

The Dominion Bureau of Statis- famous Niagara Falls,
tles 1s a  very large organization With the proposed Censuses of
consisting of nearly 1.500 embloyees Agrieulture, Industry and Distribu-
and is the chief collecting agency for tion, followed by a complete census
every iype of statistles which In-  of population scheduledq to take
cludes the Divisions of Census, Edu- place next year, the Department of
catlon, Agriculture, Health and Wel- Census and Statistles, whose De-
fare, Industry and Merchandising, puty Director has studied the latest
Informatlion Serviee, International methods in Canada, will provide the
b Trade, Labour and Prices, Trans- necessary data for future analyses
| . portation, Public Finance, Research of the social and economic develop-

;i FOR OVER 40 YEARS THE LEADING NAME IN Development Year Boolk, Speelal ment of the Island,

THE FERTILISER INDUSTRY OF CEYLON, N TR 1y MPH OF DE MOC RACY
' CELEBRATION

. g
I .. OMMER | | THE Government Parllamentary Speclal train services will be run
m, N
o

‘ ~ Party's plma to celebrate the U0 Colombo and back for the con-
| (CrMPANY

“iriumph of Democracy” which takes VYEnlence of people from outstations
the form of mass meetings through- ;gzﬁ::n%g:rrgg;“c::“g:ﬁl ‘:'_:50 gﬂ
out the Island beglns with a public oo sueh as Negombo, G&m;:ll'lg;
mesting on the Galle Face Green on Panadura and Kotte.

Sunday, the 20th instant, at which

: " ! [ Speakers at this meeting o ;
T'grams: COSSACK  p.0. Box 33, Colombo Tphane 5351 | the Prime Minister, Mr. Dudley Face will include Mr. J, RF.T;;“;Egvaanrf

i > : | Senanayake, will preside and make dene, Mr. G. G, Ponnamb % .

i| INCORPORATED IN GREAT BRITAIN—LIABILITY OF MEMBERS I5 LIMITED il 4 statement on the conduct of the A, Ratnayake, Dr, €, W?n\i?.aliiﬂn::::

||_: e (| | General Election and the meaning gara, Dr, M. G, M. Kaleel and Mr, 8.

of Its result. . Natesan,



June 20, 1952

UL EN P,

JOURNAL

HOW THE RAILWAY
- SERVES YOU
Year of Outstanding Progress

‘‘P'HE past year has been one
~ of outstanding progress
and without any disturbance.
The working results have been
very satisfactory. New high-
water marks were reached in
gross earnings, coaching re-
ceipts, goods receipts and the
number of passengers carried.
The loss in workinzg showed a
50 per cent. decrease as com-
pared with the previous year.”
Thus the General-Manager of
Railways sums up the situation of
the Department of which he is the
head, in his Administration Report
for 1951, Other achievements worthy
of note werg a marked improvement
in the loading and turn-round of
wagons, Increased output iIn the
workshops, reduction in claims for
compensation and successful efforts,
at reducing ticketless travel and
minimum of loss, and pilferage of
goods in transit.
PASSENGER TRAFFIC )
As regards passenger traffle,
naturally the Ilargest number of
patronz was among third-class tra-
vellers who totalled 26,750,401 and
contributed a sum of Rs. 19,253,992
to revenue. In 1938-39 the Railway
hagd 839 coaches and with that roll-
ing stock carried 10,705,510 passen-
gers. In 1850-51 the rolling stock
consisted of 806 coaches, but carried
27,581,603 passengers, The magni-
tude of the operating difficulties and
the discomfort of the travellers in
such a limited number of vehicles
cannot be over-emphasized.
PILGRIM TRAFFIC
During the past year pilgrim
trains ran for the following major
festivals and the number of pil-
grims conveyed was as follows:—
Vesak ... 263,975
Kataragama ... 111,700

Anmuradhapura (Poson

and Esala) . 107,607
Madhu (Lady of
Muadhu festival) (2,085
Cnilaw (8t. Anne’s,
Talawila) 27,850
ACCIDENTS

There were 625 cases of derail-
ments, collisions and other mishaps
as compared with 630 in 1950, Nine
deaths and 73 of the cases of in-
Juries caitsed to passengers were due
to foot-board ftravelling and at-
tempting to éntrain or detrain
whilst trains were In motion,

THEre were 6 cases of collislong of
trains at ungated level-crossings, re-
sulting in three deaths and nine in-
Jured. 37 persons sustained injuries
and 66 were killed while trespassing
on the rail track in 1951. There
were also 31 cases of suleide,

REVENUE & EXPENDITURE

The revenue earned by the Rall-
way has, it is stated, been increasing
since 1847 and reached the all-time
peak figure of Rs. 65,999,474 during
1951. The year has Indeed been a
record one for the Rallway in more
than one respect.

The inerease of revenue over that
Of the previous year has been very
substantial and amounts to Rs.
8,349,335, compared with the earn-
ings of 1945 which had hitherto heen
the peak year, there is an increase
of Rs. 6407433, Of course, it must

be remembered that 1945 was a year

of heavy military traffic and a time
when road competitlon was still
negligible owing to the effects of the
war,

The expendlture during the year
was Rs. 72762,646 and was in excess
of the previous year by Rs. 1,490,125,
The increase Wwas mainly due to
annual increments and extra ex-
penditure In cost-of-living allow-
ances to staff. The deficit was Rs.
6,762,172 or nearly 500 per cent. less
than the previous year's deficit.

SENEX.

INCIDENCE OF POISONING
IN CEYLON

A CCORDING to the Adminis-
tration Report of the Gov-
ernment Analyst for last year,
the Police and the Courts sub-
mitted 272 productions in 123
cases for the deteetion of
poison which was identified in
66 cases. The positive cases
included 8 of acetic acid, 7 of
arsenic, 5 each of nitric and
sulphurie acids, 4 each of
powdered glass, mercury, cop-
per and cyanides, 2 each of
strychnine, croton, alcohol,
and seeds of datura and ganja.
adrenaline, potassium  chlorate,
kaolin, nitrous acld, camphor, cor-
dite, quinine, D.D.T.,, magnesium
sulphate, sulphonamides, potassium
ferricyanide. Of productions from
Hospitals throughout the Island,
poison was identified in 141 cases.
These included 50 of acetic aeld
which continues to occupy pride of
place as a very easily obtainable
polson, Fifty out of 141 positive
eases needs no further comment,

SOME CASES OF INTEREST

Beveral children and adults were
taken to hospital, suffering from
gripe, vemiting and diarrhoea after
eating some muscat which had been
sent to a teacher of a school by a
pupil. On examination of a speci-
men It was found to contain arsenic
In the form of arsenious acid.

Six persons were admitted to hos-
pital suffering from purging and
vomiting after eating hoopers,
Croton oll was Identifled in the
baked hopners.

A woman felt eiddy and started
purging after drinking some water
from a pof. Croton seed eoats were
fonnd in the water,

Both strychnine and bruecine were
{dentifiad  in u  plate of rlee and
eurry which had heen given to a wo-
man by her husband whom she was

suing for maintenance.

Arsenic was identified in a meal of
eold rice and jak curry which was
eaten by a family of three, all of
whom fell i} with gripe, vomiting
and purging,

Arsenic was identified In the water
from two wells in two eases, where
the inmates of the houses had fallen
ill after using water from their wells,

A man who was given a drink of
arrack felt a burning sensation and
later suffered from purging and
vomiting. Mercuric chlaride was

“ldentified In the arrack.

A person who received a parcel of
cakes and sweets by post from an
unknown admirer handed it to the

police on suspicion. Crystals of
potassium ferrieyanides looking re-
markably 1Iike pleees of glaced

cherry were found embedded both in
the cakes and the sweets!
CANTOR.

RICE—KEY COMMODITY
IN THE COMMON-
WEALTH

(Continued from page 3)

In the world-wide struggle agalnst
poverty and hunger time is not on
our side. Unhappily, we do not®
possess the funds or fhe technical
means to ensure such an expansion
in produetion that poverty and
hunger can be banished sltogether.
But what we can do s to deeide upon
certain priorities, to seleet those pro-
jects which, if earried out efficiently,
would set in motion other develop-
ments.

The expanslon of rice production
In areas where it Is known that high
yields can be expected—and British
Gulana Is the most promising coun-
fry—Is surely one of these key pro-
Jects. More rice means more rub-
ber, tin and copra. Conversely, less
rice means less of these commodities
and posstbly the loss of territorles

vital to the peace and prosperity of
the whole frem world,

All Your Requirements of Hardware ete,

Importers &

Chettinad Corporation Ltd.|

“ Finance ** Telegrams,

CHETTINAD CORPORATION LTD.

FOR

Stockists ¢ of Galv. sheets, asbestos sheets, cements,
paints and colours : wirenajls : barbed wire,
galv. pipings. B. I. sheets and plates.
Constructional steels of al| descriptions such
as Rounds, Flats, Squares, loists, Channels &
Angles,

And all kinds of Estate supplies as Aluminium
Tea Chest linings, hoops, ete. et

116/118, Keyzer Colombo.

Telephane: 4276 & 4277

Street,

P

REGULAR PASSENGER AND CARGO SERVICES

TRAVEL AND SHIP BY P & O AND B, L

® coLoMBO

& 0 and Bo lo

FROM COLOMBO
TO

INDIA, EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN,
PERSIAN GULF PORTS, MALAYA,
FAR EAST, UNITED KINGDOM,
EUROPE AUSTRALIA

CONNECTIONS VIA BOMBAY TO
EAST AND SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS

Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. of Ceylon Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 94. Tel. 2381 (4 lines)

' MAACKINN

CLEARING AND FORWARDING

LANDING, SHIPPING AND TRANSHIPMENT

UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE RATES WHICH

CUSTOMS, EXCHANGE CONTROL, IMPORT &
EXPORT CONTROL FORMALITIES HAMDLED

ESTIMATES GIVEN WITHOUT CHARGE
INSURANCE ARRANGED

MACKINNON MACKENZIE & CO.

P. O. Box 94

Telegrams :—Mackinnons,

ONMACKENZIE & CO. |

AGENTS %

"oF CEYON L1D.

DEPARTMENT

OF
BAGGAGE AND CARGO

MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION

BY OUR QUALIFIED STAFF

IF REQUIRED

OF CEYLON LTD.
COLOMBO

Telephone':—2381 (4 Lines)
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PRACTICAL BIAS IN
EDUCATION

THe need for a practical bias
in the education of the country
was emphasised recently at a
school prize-giving by the Min-
ister of Food, Sir Oliver Goone-
tilleke. Such a bias is vitally
necessary in the field of agri-
culture which provides the life-
blood of the country.

Our economy 1is so closely
linked up with agriculture
that, unless we make the maxi-
mum effort to improve the
agricultural skill of the people,
the whole fabric of our eco-
nomy is in danger of collapse.
In developing this skill, the
school garden plays an
important part. In the ecir-
cumstaneces every one genuine-
ly interested in the welfare of
Ceylon will be very pleased to
learn that a directive has been
sent to all teachers that the
school garden should form the
pivot of the curriculum. By
that means, as Sir Oliver
pointed ouf, a real meaning
will be given to so many sub-
jects in a rural environment
which may otherwise appear to
he somewhat illusory.

For too long have the boys '

and girls in our schools looked
on their student days as a
period of cramming and gain-
ing some book learning which
serves very little purpose when
it comes to the tackling of the
day-to-day problems of life,
While the Government, is com-
mitted to its policy of giving
the fullest opportunity for
every person in the country to
have his or her education from
kindergarten to university at
State expense, it also®realises
that it is not every boy or girl
that is fit for academic studies.
The technical skill of the stu-
dent must first be probed and
developed so that his education
is based on his aptitude. In
both industry and agriculture
the country needs the highest
technical skill and this can be
obtained only if a practical bias
is given to eduecation.

A very heavy responsibility
rests not only on teachers but
also on parents to see that
those who are entrusted to
their care are directed to those
torms of education in which
they can naturally excel and
through which the interests of
the country can best be served.

The days when the ambition
of every boy and girl was to
become a white-collar worker
are gone. In the grim struggle
for existence which charaec-
terises the modern world, only
those can survive who ean con-
tribute something to the mate-
rial prosperity of their fellow-
beings.

““ Ceylon Peaceful and
Prosperous °°
" Visiting Educationist's
Impression

] AM alsp glad to mention
~ that in spite of the fact that
this town is* tainted with
totalitgrian ideas our lay
stafl is very loyally demo-
cratic and they stagd for
God and fatherland, for
Law and Order, with earn-
est increasing vigour,” stated
the Revd. Bro. Callixtus, B.A.
(Lond.), Director, St. Sebas-
tian's College, Moratuwa, in
welcoming Very Rev, Bro. Law-
rence O'Toole, M.A. (Lond.),
Assistant Superior-General of
the Institute of Christian Bro-
thers on Monday, the 9th June.

On arrlval he was garlanded by
Mr. H. V, Peirls, & senlor Teacher
and was conducted to the Platform.

Rev, Bro, Director gave a brlef
resume of the College. He was glad
he sald to make speclal mention of

the success of his students at  the
University Entrance Examination
held In 1951, when fowr students

were accepted for a course 'n the
University—two for Engineering and
two for General Seclence, which was
best Behool perfomance  for 1951,
south of Colombo., He further said

| that in the fleld of sports, they came
| off champlons In the South Western

Group Meet, and one of their youth-
ful athletes became the 2nd best
high Jumper at the All-Ceylon Pub-
lic Schools Meet., In conelusion, he
extended to Very Rev. Bro, Asslstant
a4 warm welcome, “a welcome  that
will be {rultful with a rich load of

o Ai5la.

prayers for his numerous inten-
tions."”

MOST PEACEFUL CEYLON

In reply Very. Rev. Bro. Lawrence
O'Toole thanked the College for the
welcome accorded to him, He visited
Ceylon then for the third time and
he liked Ceylon not only because the
charms of their beautiful isle fasci-
nated him but also because the
endearing charms of its kind-heart-
ed people allured him to its shores.

While eongratulating them on the
progress of their school he remarked
that they in Italy were running
schools for the maimed and mutl-
lated children which taxed their
capacity and energy to a large ex-
tent,

He said: “Ceylon is by far the
most, peaceful, the most prosperous
and the most cultured country in all
Here are aspeople  peaceful
and happy. , The peaceful way and
the democratic manner in which
thelr recent elections were held last
week astonished me, although your
town of Moratuwa only falled to re-
turn the demoecratic ecandidate, It
is a consummation most devoutly to
be wished that our schools should
produce citizens worthy of the
national ideals of the country, Your
College Is dedicated to the Warrlor
Saint of Christianity, St, Sebastian,
who stood for God, falth and truth.
True to your Motto “Awalt the Lord
and do Manfully™, I ask you to brave
the storms of life heroleally in de-
fence of your faith and country, I
also thank the lay members of your
staff  for  thelr co-operation and
partnership in the work of our Holy

THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE
COMPANY, LIMITED

COLOMBO

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS5 LIMITED

C_learing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transport
Department
Goods cleared through Customs, and

I. Forwarded to
Colombo

any part of

il.  Delivered at Railway Station for
transmission Up-country

lIl. Stored in bond to suit the
convenience of owners, or

IV. Placed in a transhipment war
house for re-shipment.

Telephone 2291 Post Box 169

COLOMBO

BROUGHAMS

The Store for Service
and Courtesy

FURNITURE-FURNISHINGS-LINENS
CARPETS-RUGS-LINOLEUMS
CURTAINS- PELMETS - UPHOLSTERY
MATTRESSES - PILLOWS - CUSHIONS
CHINA GLASSWARE - CUTLERY
KITCHEN UTENSILS - HARDWARE
LAMPSHADES-POLISHES-VENETIAN
BLINDS-TATS-SPRING ROLLER
8LINDS, CANE & GARDEN FURNI-
TURE, EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME

GET IT AT BROUGHAMS
ALWAYS

YORK ARCADE,
COLOMBO.

P. O. BOX 75.

FORT,

BLITOX

the
rainfast wettable powder
for

BLISTER BLIGHT

e

The tested and approved
Copper Fungicide

A product of
PEST CONTROL LTD.
HARSTON, CAMBRIDGE,

ENGLAND.

PARTICULARS ON
APPLICATION TO:
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SOIL CONSERVATION PROVIDES
' TO GROW MORE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOME people think that soil
is permanent. But that is
not true.

Under many conditions, soil
is very unstable. When wind
and water move across bare
earth, they usually carry some
soil with them. They may
move it hundreds of miles or
only a short distance, but even-
tually they carry away large
amounts of topsoil. When the
fertile topsoil is lost, only the
mineral subseil is left—and
this subsoil will not grow good
Crops.

Erosion can damage one farm, a
dozen farms, or an entire region. If
you want proof, glance back through
history. In Roman times there were
fertile and productive flelds in North
Africa and at the eastern end of
the Mediterranean Basin, Today a
large part of thisland is desert. In

Syria, modern archeologists had to
dig down 28 feet to uncover the once

magnificent, bufldings of the former
eity of Antloch. Twenty centuries ago
Adrin, Italy;, was a busy seaport; to-
day 1t Is 12 mliles Inland.

What happened?

The thing that happened is this;

People out down the forests; they
let goats and other livestock eat

every blade of grass; and they cul-
tivated the Jand up and down hill,
instead of across the hill on the con-
tour. When the grass and trees were
gone, mething was left to hold the
soll in place, Each ralnstorm carried
soil downhill—at first in
amounts, later by the tons,

small

Do not think, though, that soil era-
sion 18 just an anelent problem. It
remains with us today. In many
parts of the world, there are large
areas of severely eroded land that
produce little ar nothing,

Fortunately, many nations are now
awakened to the danger. Agriculture
officials In 52 countries of the Free
Waorld are studying the needs of thelr
land. Twenty-one of these countries
already have soll and water conser-
vation agencies at work, repairing
past damage, restoring fertility to
the soll.

Many of the world’s soll conserva-
tion leaders have been tralned in the
United States. More than 1,000 soil
specialists have come here to study
U, 8. methods, have gone back home
to apply many of the things
learned.

they

BITTER EXPERIENCE TAUGHT
THEM
It was only through bitter expe-
rience that Americans saw the need

to protect their land. Dur-
ing World War I, many
farmers ploughed grass-land in
semi-arid sections of south-

western United States and planted
wheat, For a while, all went well.
Then prolonged drought setfled on
that region in the early 1930’s,

By 1932 a “dustbowl” had formed,
The light prairie soil, no longer held
down by grass, began to move with
the wind. Duststorms shut out the
sun, Sand plled as high as houses.

The U. 8. Congress, shocked by the
duststorms, took emergency action
in 1933. Among other things, the
Congress created the U, 8. Soil con-
servation service as 4 Federal agency
to work with American farmers. This
agency has carried on a Nation-wide
campalgn against soil erosion. It has

WAY

FOOD

The scars of the old “dustbowl” are
healed. Onece barren fields are yleld-
ing good crops, year after year. Every
lon of the Natlon ls producing

0 30 per cent. more

7 and
flbre

food

than was being produced 20
years ago,
Most of the credit must go to the

Ametrican farmers themselves, They
have wvoluntarily banded together
into more than 2,400 soil conservation
districts which Include three-fourths
U8, farmland. Working
through these districts, they have
planned complete soll conservation
programs. They call on State and
Federal agencies for technical help,
but they do the aetual soil-bullding
work themselves.

of all

Thizs kind of teamwork between
government and private landowners
pays big dividends—both for the in-
dividual farmer and for the Nation.
—(UBIB).
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Annual Subseription

Rs. 4-00

provided soils scientists, engineers,

agronomists, and other speclalists,

to help farmers improve their land.
The results have been

WHAT YOUTH THINKS

DEMOCRACY WILL NOT PERISH
IN CEYLON

SR VALL U e b v e i ) L L i o

Including Postage.

amazing.

YOUR CHOICE—WAS WISE

A e

THE gereral Election results of the

second Parliament In Free Lanka
shows us clearly uhat Democra-
¢y in this eouniry can never be de-
feated. It has taken deep root in
Ceylon soil. Demoeracy triumphs
over, and the false propaganda and
false promises of the leftists ended
in utter confusion. Their misleading
campaign did not succeed. The De-
mocratic idea at the present moment
dominates the minds of men. With
ardent and firm determination the
free people, fought for democracy,
Demoeracy triumphed over the Red
fortresses, defeating the Red leaders
like Drs, 5. A. Wickremasinghe and
Colvin R, de Silva.

The first day results of the general
Election itself, shocked the leftists
that they created cock-and-bull
stories, like the leakage of ballot-
papers or the introduction of illicit
ballot-papers. These incredible
stories they issued In print in order
to mislead the masses.—to create
chaos or disorder between the peace-
loving citizens of this country and
to mar the orderly Electlon which
was going on at the time.

Under the leadership of a man,
who is a shining example of honesty
and integrity, the people must know
that the so-called corruption or
dishonesty will never take place. and
moreover In a democratic country
such political tricks are impossible.

Thizs method of rousing the
common  MAsses against the
government will never succeed
in this country. But still the

ery of Revolution prevalls among
the Marxist, One Marxist had ap-
pealed to the masses, after having

been defeated in the Elections to
capture power ‘mot through the
ballot but by reveolutlon." Re-
volutlon will never be wel-

comed here, unless the people seek
to sacrifice all their freedoms for a
dictatorship as a form of govern-
ment, Dietators undoubtedly will
deteriorate, As Lord Acton puts it
*all power corrupts and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.”

Moreover, dictatorship suppresses
all freedoms. especially the freedom
of thought.

K. ALAHAKONE.
Godigamuwsa,

Maharagama,

0 weeks ago, the majority ot

the people of Ceylon, I mean the
voters, were confronted with a new
enemy in the shape of Communism.
This enemy came totally disguised
in order to hoodwink the masses, but
the manner In which the masses
responded to this political Ideology
was admirable. On the pretence of
transforming Sri Lanka into a
heaven on earth, they sought power
to make her a satellite of Russla.
Hence my countrymen it was erystal
‘clear that the recent political battle
was not between Capitallsm and
Soeialism, but between Democracy
and Totalitarianism,

The weapon, I mean the vote
which was mainly instrumental in
accepting or rejecting a politieal
idealogy was used very judiciously by
a good majority of the people and
onee again we are endowed with
the opportunity of retaining Parlla-
mentary Demoeracy as our Polltical
faith, Thus with Peace, Stability and
Progress as our motive we should
march forward earnestly to achieve
our goal.

South, East, North and West,

Sri Lanka!l wag agog with zest,

Democracy stood out ag liberals
best,

And vetoed the greatest soclal
pest,

Doubtless our Prempier had a fight,

To oust Communism, the labour
blight,

Sri Lanka! blessed isle of light

Now faces the world witly great
delight.

Let not our leaders make the path
clear

For opportunists to come up and
cheer

May freedom fourish in BriLanka

forever

march to prosperity with
pomp and power.

And

Noel Abeywickrama.

191, Old Kolonnawa Road.,
Colombao. .

Good Engineering — Good Housekeeping

HYAARY

WOUSEHOLD

APPLIANCES

Modern House-keepine means Electric House-keeping. Carrying
a world-famous name H. M. V. Household appliances spell-lighter
quicker work, and good looks. Backed by a one yeor's guarantee
& the prized,seal of apbroval of the Good House-keeping Institute.

| CLARIDGE COFFEE
| « PERCOLATOR
An efficient modern
addition to the table,
Balanced for comfort-
able pouring

in Vitreous

UPRIGHT-TOASTER

Make your teast on your
dining table with
handsome toaster, Finished
Enamel
Chromium.

CARGILLS

(Ceylon) Limited. |

This H. M. V. Hair Dryer

can be used on adjustabls

stand or by hand, Special

switch controls the gene- |

flow of hot or
cold alr.

this

and rous
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Milk issin imporiint factor in
the ecopomic life of the Duich
ndtign. It is also an imparkior
part of the diet, the people tsing
nearly ane pint per person per diy
(oralmast ien Ltimes @5 much s we
do in €eylon). For milk s one
ef the most valuable of foods,
and among. (ke least expensive 1o
huy.
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DRINK MORE MILK
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In Holland, the country peaple

and  fisher-folk  wear  quaint
wooden shoes called **Kloms
pen' (elogs),

The custom, at night, is to de-

posit the **Klompen®' owside
the houses. and one ¢an ofien

determine  the numbers  of
eich fumily  simply (E
2 caunting  the

pulrs of shoes,
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()CCASIONAL outbreaks of
small-pox in towns and vil-
lages of Ceylon show that the
disease could be underground
like a Shakespearean sore
under a seemingly whole skin.
Yet vaccination against small-
pox has been with us for some
140 years—long enough with
the development of preventive
measures in medical research
to rid the Island of the scourge
as malaria has been got rid of
in 15 years of malaria control.

If aversion of some to co-operaie
in the prevention of small-pox could
be the cause for lack of better con-
trol of small-pox epidemics how
much worse could the position have
been when people firmly believed
that when small-pox is prevalent in
the country the Gods were pulling
horns to stop it. Thousarnds now
roll in to be vaceinated when there
Is an outbreak of small-pox often
keeping the authoritles worried that
vacelne stocks may not be able to
hold out. In 1802, however, the
population resorted to passive resist-
ance when vaccination was intro-
duced, People had to be ecompelled
to be vacelnated. Imposing the re-
gulation requiring vaceination of the
citizen was no easy matter in those
sequestered hamlets where medical
aid was only beginning to be known.

Recorded fHlgures Indieate that
from 1st October, 1800 to September,
1802, persons attacked numbered
2,110 of whom 473 died, The disease
caused desolation in  villages, the
Duteh having been themselves ene-
mies to the practice ol Inoculation
had done nothing towards control-
ling the disease. Four years after

for the first fime made its appear-
ance In the Kandyan provinees
where vaccination had yet to  be
Introduced. In 6 months out ot
7,874 cases 2,945 died. But in 1836,
after a vigorous ecampaign of vae-
cination in 1,102 cases in 104 months
only 303 died.

In January, 1845, the Superinten-
dent of Pullee, Kandy, wrote thus:
"The Kandyans of the Intericr, the
headman included, have sueh a
mortal aversion to shelter or assist
any Malabar man labouring under
sickness that it {3 found difficult and
Ineonvenlent to the policemen to
glve to the perishing sick the re-
quired ald and assistance.” Small-
pox accompanied the immigrant
cooly gangs and hundreds died of
starvalion and disease as they tolled
along the lonely jungle paths lead-
Ing from Mannar to the estates. It
was the duty of the Police to ereet
temporary hospitals to report whe-
ther the slek were well treated and
fed and whether arrangements to
bury the dead had been made where
foday it is the concern of a whole
community,

In Colombo in 1830, small-pox was
endemic and Police engaged peons
Who were provided with yellow belts
and pald 6d. per day. It was cus-
tomary when a case ol small-pox was
reported to post 2 of these Ppeons at
fhe door of the affected house to
prevent Ingress and egress. The
duty was perhaps performed satis-
factorily Yuring day but at night
peons were often found drunk or
were bribed so that eommunieation
between the sick and healthy took
place without hindrance.

Directly some®pennle were attack-
ed whols eireas panickeg resulting in
many complications in the situation
for the authorities. "The husband on
such oceasions forsook the wife, the
mothe® her children and the son his
father. often leaving the vietims
whom  they banished from their
homes In miserable huts open to the
ravages of famine and the wild
beasts of the forests, The more for—
tunate were provided with a tem-
povary shed in which a Mttle fond
cooked was placed to take thelr
chance of recovery. When members
of the family had dled of the malady
1t was rustomary for others to leave
the village for good.

The whole of Eravur in Batticaloa,
was once deserted by the Inhabitants
owing to the breaking out of small-

the Kandyan Conventlon small-pox

Small-Pox Accompanied
fmmigrant Cooly Gangs

pox. The Superintendent of Hospi-
tals visited the scene some weeks
later. The scene was described by
him as follows:— -
“After the inhabitants had left
their village they became the prey of
wild elephants, hogs and cheetahs.
The elephant broke down the feeble
fences, took possession of the gar-
dens, tore up the plantain trees by
the roots, The ravaged gardens
exhibited scenes of horrible devasta-
tlon, the mangled trees were strew-
ed on the ground, the straw stripped
from the roofs of cottages, the sur-
face of the earth broken up and
filled with hallows, the fences shat-
tered, earthen pots, wheels, reels,
looms and all the apparatus of the
weaver lylng useless and forsaken.”

Villages in early British times used
to  proclatm Ankeliva whenever
there was an outbreak of small-pox
and other pestilence. Ankeliya or
“Pulling Horns”, a purely relizlous
game 1n anclent times was perform-
;:1]1 to propitiate the Goddess Pat-

Its mythological origin has 1t that
the Goddess Pattini was out one day
with her husband gathering “sapu”
flowers. To enable them to reach
the flowers they had long hooked
sticks and while they were stretching
out togetner their 2 sticks caught in
each other in the tree and they
could not extricate them. While
they were considering what they
should do the 3 sons of Maha Vishnu
came by and on being appealed to
by the Goddess, they good-naturedly
took hold of the ends of the 2 sticks
and with “a long pull, a strong pull
and a pull together” broke the crook
of the husband’s stick, and so
liberated them both. The Goddess
Was so pleased with the performance-
thal she suggested a game after the
model of what she had seen. So the
game of Ankeliya was inaugurated
and whenever it is necessary to ap-
bease the Goddess, the game which
she ig said te be so fond is performed
to propitiate her to rid the country
of the particular epidemiec which
she is considered in her anger to
have brought upon the country.

A place is cleared in the jungle
and in the middle of the clearing a

deep hole is dug, In this hole is
put a coconut tree about 10 to 12
Teet high rooted up for the purpose

with its roots upwards. The people
of the village divide themselves into
2 parties called the Upper Party
(Uda Pila) and the Lower Party
(Yata Pla) and each party has a
large branch of a tree with the bark
DPeeled off notehed in the middle and
another piece of wood very strong
fastened tight across it, so as to re-
semble & hook. In most places the
horns of the elk are used. When
they have linked the 2 together they
are fastened tp the coconut tree by
Very *SLrong ropes or ereepers from
the jungle ang each Pparty pulls with
all their strength at the same time
making a tremendous nolse till one
of the horns or sticks break. - If this
does not oceur, the ecoils round ane
horn are attached to those round the
tree and those round the other to
the tree stem and both parties take
hold of the ropes attached to the
latter and pull till one horn or stick
breaks when there is a rush to see
which it is.

The broken artlele is put into a
cadlan shed specially built for the
burpose and the other is carried in
procession on a man’s shoulder
wrapped in white cloth together
with the ropes with which it was
fastened round the coconut tree
about a dozen times under & tanopy
supported by 4 men. They then
stan at a tree in the middle of which
is placed a coconut shell used as a
lamp and putting the vietortous horn
and stick (the unbroken article) on
the tree some verses are recited, the
oblect being to Invoke the Goddess
Pattinl to take away the pestilence
prevalent among the neople, Having
coneluded this ceremony the horn is
worshipped. Dancing, singing and
beating tom-toms the winning party
g0 round  the eoconut tres now
while the conguerad party separated
from fhe others sit down on the
eround suffering themselves to haye
all the abuse which the Sinhalese
lt:;ln-:zuage supplies  heaped upon

em.

(Continued on page 1)




this dastardly caste system still
hang on. Its survival, in my
opinion, is mostly due to the
fact that a small band of en-
thusiastic supporters continue
to contaminate the more
liberal minded of our citizens
with its infection. To them a
farewell to it would mean the
parting of an age-long friend,
the kind of friend who allowed cer-
tain sections of society to move in
different ‘grooves’. To them life had
only one meaning—birth in that
groove, marriage in that groove and
finally death in that groove. They
rather lve in a soclally cloistered
fashlon than in the completeness
and fullness of a demoecracy. Are
not all men consclous animate crea-
tures possessed of hody and soul?
What is human dignity worth if we
are to despise individuals who do not
belong to ones own caste? Is not
the caste system a fallacious human
invention? The answers to these
gquestions are cbvious and a  little
reasonable thinking can make one
arrive at them with the least amount
of difficulty,

The significant feature of modern
times is to live in full activity a
democratic life. It would be tire-
| somg at this point to remind you
what a democracy is but one thing
we must keep in mind is that a
demopcracy knows no barriers whe-
ther it be soeial or otherwise. It is
a soclo-political creed that pays res-
pect and ‘attention to the individual
no matter what.position in life that
; individual may occupy. Neverthe-
less in the caste system we see
people seeing to the welfare of their
own easte. If the caste system there-

:
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marriage—specially
when fossilised conservative parents
take particular care that thelr In-
laws belong to thelr own caste. It
would be interesting to find out whe-
ther these very parents would ac-
cede to the Mea of the newly-wedded
ones parading the streets, or getting
about the normal course of everyday
life with placards on their backs de-
noting the caste they belong to. At
such a proposal they would register
utter eonsternation, The only
inference one could invariably make
from such a situation is that there
is indeed a great lack of education,
which I believe {s one of the more
important solutions to this festering
soelal evil.

The caste system promotes noth-
ing but wunhealthy rivairy, deep-
seated Jealousy and enmity. If then
we are to allow for the exlstence of
an institution that tends to disrupt
the working of a smooth social order
we can expect nothing but inevitable
chaos. It is an institutlon which
may have proven Its worth cen-
turies ago but today it is definitely

obsolete: more because the entire
world’s political and social get-up
has changed beyond recognition,

What  existed say 2,000 years ago
would definitely be a misfit today.
The casle system, as I said before is
a4 human invention which is consi-
dered more or less a hallmark of an
individual stamped on during the
time of birth. Aceording to the
ethies of this system it is not possi-
ble to migrate from one caste to
another. The time has indeed come
when we must get rid of it more be-
cause it is an impediment to  pro-
gress. II we are to trace the origin
of the caste system then it will date
back to the early Indian civilizations
where caste was identified with trade
and occupation. The estimation of
a particular caste wags related to the

oceupation one followed so that if
one indulged in menial work then
one belonged fo a low caste. This

tradition has continued to date but
is now considered as the rusting
debris of tools whose utility is done.

Whether one belongs to the shoe-
maker, jeweller, fisherman, farmer
or any other easte it must not be
overlooked that each iz performing a
vital function in a  democratic
society. It  would be Imposible to
visualise a soclety engaged in  the
same trade or occupation for we
need a great many things for a com-
fortable life, and they must be pro-
duced by different people. This
necessitates not only trade and
occupational co-operation but also
social co-operation for stability. The
very deplorable factor in this caste
system 1s that It has a demoralising
influenee on social life. It may be
observed that when this is brought
to beatr, people feel slighgly uncom-
fortable in their behaviour. This is
at least so among the more sensi-
tive and uneduecated section of the
general public. We are sometimes
confronted with the disgusting spee-
tacle where peopls ~ of the same
‘caste’ single out individuals or
families and treat them ag outeasts
because of thelr Iliberalism and
broader outlook on life. Ong begins
to wonder at this point whether
people of different ecastes have phy-
sieal novelties too.

The time has come when we must
get rid of this caste system and the
only way 1t could be done is by edu-
cating ourselves. Education, here,
must not only mean academiec edu-
cation but In the broader sense of
the word when It would develop our
latent faculties. . This iz the only
method of facing life in its correct
perspective and not be drifted away
by Imaginary conservative pheno-
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NILA MAHA YODAYA
AND URU SITANO

By Shirley J. Payoe

A S someone said legends are a

poetic form of history. But
it is not to be wondered at that
legends grow with the telling
and that in the course of their
passage through the genera-
tiong they undergo unavoidable
wear and tear. Yet, though not
exact in every detail, they are
representative, and hence shed
a clear beam of licht on the dark
and vague Past. And like amp stone
inscription with its lasting record,
a lengend may lead us to.a better
grasp of the ways of life and condi-
tions, prevalent during
times,

For instance. legends dealing with
irrigation appear to reflect the im-
portance with which irrigation
schemes were held by our ancestors.
A plance at a rellef map of Ceylon
elearly shows that owing to the phy-
sical peculiarity of the land, the
salvation of cur natlon depends
entirely on a sound, reliable Irriga-
tion system. From the Central Hills,
it will be noticed, perennial sources
of preclous water, so essential to the
cultivation of our staple food, flow
westwards, southwards and east-
wards—Ileaving the unlucky
North, comparatively, unproductive

and dry. Deduru-Oya  in  the
west and Mahaweli Ganga. in
the east form the limits

of the favoured section ol our coun-
try—while the area roughly north
of this territory is an unblest region
without a ready supply of water, But
it was within this very region (Dry

Zone, we may call it) that the popu-,

lation was concentrated during the
times of the Sinhalese kings. Our
ancestors knew that they had to
have a reliable irrigation system—
and their industripusness saw to it
that they did have, True, they had
no bulldozers, but whoever would
expeet the indefatizable little
beavers to use labour-saving de-
vices! Handicapped < as they were,
they criss-crossed the land with a
vast network of channels and built
tanks, big and small, by the thou-
sand. Irrigation works became a part
of their lives, and as colourful
storles began fo be told about one
scheme or another, pioneer irriga-
tionists among them became legend-
ry figures. Suffice to deal here with
two ‘such legends,

The first of these Iz about Nila
Maha Yodaya.,

It Is sald that king Gaja Bahu
was a glant in build and had a
strength that we are prone to asso-
clate with strong-men who perform
nowadays at carnivals. It was his
habit to carry a yaka-dave, or
masslve iron-staff. Naturally he did
50 quite showily, for It was known
throughout his kingdom that none
but he alone could even raise the
stail, His Palace was regularly visited
by & certain woman whose job it was
to wash and dry the royal clothes.
One day thizs woman brought along
her son, Nila, While she was attend-
Ing to her spaping and scrubbing
the boy was happily engaged on the
more pleasanter task of playing
about with hls top. It so happened
that the top spun behind the iron-
staff whidh had been left leaning
agalnst the wall, To regain his toy
our little hero moved aside the staff
as if it was just a broom-stick, and
carried on with his playing.

Evening camesThe washing was
over and py now Nila too had grown
weary of hls top. Together mother
and son left the Palace and headed
for thelr own humble dwelling.

The Ring returned from wherever
he had been and to his  surprise
discovered that hls  staff had been
shifted during his absence. He was
anxious to make friends with the
glant, his equal in strength, who
had performed the feat. A search
was begun, and greater still was the
king's surprise when the story that it
was the washerwoman'’s son who
moved the staff leaked out. The boy
was summonied. As he stood before
him Gala Bahu  exelalmed, “Nila,
Mahg Yodava)"”

If you will permit me to translate,

I shall put those werds in expressive

ancients

. noticed a sugar-cane

and modernised Biblical language:
“Damn it, Nila, thou art inuced @&
giant!” My version may sound
strange, but you will observe that
it states clearly what Gaja Bahu
meant,

In time Nila Maha Yodaya (Nila,
the Great Giant, as he Wwas now
known) served with the king’s ex-
peditionary foreces in India. He re-
turned to his native country with his
fame re-doubled, and was granted
land by royal ediet, One tract

of land granted by his royal
master was at Kaltota in
the Walawe Ganga area. This

Nila planned to Irrigate by bullding
a dam across the river. Having se-
lected two rocks, he placed huge
beams between them and soon com-
pleted what was to go down in his-
tory as the Yoda Bemma.

Nila faced a difficult preblem as
spon as the dam was completed: In
which direction must he construct
a channel so as to divert the water
to his fleids? It was a great problem,
but chance provided him with a so-
lution. As luck would have it. Nila
leaf partly
caught by the bund with its free
length fully stretched by the current
of an escaping flow of water. In the
direction pointed out by the sugar-
cane, Nila dug This 16-mile long
channel,

Dam bullt, water diverted, Nila
sowed his land, vowing to reap such
2 harvest that when the grain was
piled up in a heap, anyone elimbing
to the top will be able to see the
waves dancing in  the ocean some
sixty odd miles away. To achieve
this became his one obsession and
his wife feared that if he attained
his aim, Nila would spend the rest
of his life resting on his laurels,
without doing a stroke of work. So
she coached her son, When the har-
vesting was over and the grain was
finally gathered in a heap, the lad

clampbered to the top and led to his -

father. even though the ocean was
visible,

Nila Maha Yodaya felt frustrated
and humiliated beyond endurance.
In a fit of rage he scattered the grain
in the wind, broke his dam and ran
away from his village never to re-
turn, To this day no one Enows
where he went, Truly he is the
mystery man of our legends!

Our next legend Is about Urn-
Sitano,

During the reign of king Kavan
Tissa there lived a cultivator who
whilst keepine watch over his
fields one night fell asleep, with
the result that a roaming herd
of wild boar damaged the
crops. Lest heavy punishment
be meted out to him for his
slackness, this cultivator thought it
best not to return to his village. He
followed the hogs, and after wander-
ing about in the jungle came at last
to an abandoned tank where the
hogs had established their perma-
nent settlement. It was from this
snot that they went outl seasonally to
do damage in the neighbouring
chenas and crofts, In the bed of the
tank were yams and roots upon
which the hogs fed. With such seanty
food for nourishment and the grunt-
ing herd for company, our hog-
follower remained untll the beasts
ventured out again on their maraud-
ing eampalgns the following season.

Following closely behind them the
self-exlled farmer came to hiz old
village, The man who had taken
his place did not
duty, The  hog-follower was
captured. In ordér to escape
punishment  he pretended  to
be dumb this time, but his cunning
wife worked a ruse and made him
break his silence. Thereupon he
told the peoople of his adventurous
Jjourney, and disclosed the where-
abouts of the abandoned tank which
was being used as a sort of head-
quarters by the hoars,

Needless ‘to say, the herd was
driven out, the tank was repaired
and put to use. while the man him-
self was detalled to look after it.

He was the accumulating tyne, and
In a few years amassed a eood for-
tune and was made a Bltano, or

(Contimued on page 11

neglect his »
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~ Atomric Radiation to Create
New Plant Strains

WASHINGTON, D.C.

SUPERIOR types of plants are

likely to be developed as
Free World scientists study the
effects of atomic radiation
upon plant reproduction and
growth. Scientists believe that
changes brought about by ex-
Posure of seed to atomie radia-
tion will eventually improve
‘plant strains and increase crop
yields.

One of the most promising ex-
periments is being carried out at the
Brookhaven Natlonal Laboratory of
the U8, Atomic Energy Commission,
By exposing corn kernels to atomic
radiation, scientists are creating
mutations, or changes In hereditary
characteristics.

Atomic radiation provides a means
of creating a great number of mu-
tatlons in a short time, and scien-
tists at Brookhaven are now study-
ing the first snd second generation
offspring of irradiated plants. Théy
are seeking desirable mutants or
characteristics which could be deve-
loped on a commercial scale.

These studies are based on the
sclence of genetics, one of the great
selences of our time. Each living eell,
plant, or animal contains thousands
of specialized chemical units called
genes. These determine the physical
inheritance of offspring. They are
the basic regulations of processes in-
volving the life, growth, and health
of each living thing,

Each of the muiltitude of genes
normally reproguces itself faithful
from generatioh to generation—ex-
cept about one time in a million,
Then a chemical or physical change
occurs which results in a changed

Individual or mutation. These mu--

tations are inheritable.

By using radiation, the geneticist
can induce a variety of mutations.
Sometimes the new strain produced
is more valuable than the original
By inbreeding the new strain with
the best of the old strains an en-
tirely new and better plant is deve-
loped,

Researchers at Brookhaven hope to
speed the incorporation into hybrid
corn (maize) of a genetie mutation
which will result in a shorter hybrid
plant with a higher proportion of
grain to stalk. This desirable mu-
tation appeared in a sweet eorn line
and has been incorporated into
several inbred strains of field corn.

Hybrid corn, developed by inbreed-
ing various strains, has already
brought greater ylelds to many parts
of the world. Its introduction into
the United States has increased the
production of corn (maize) by hun-
dreds of millions of bushels in the
last 10 years.
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RADIOPHOSPHORUS
INTRODUCED INTO RICE PLANTS

Sclentists in other countrles also
are experlmenting in plant genetics,
At the Apricultural Research Ins-
titute In Tokyo scientists have In-
troduced mutations. In Sweden,
selentists at the University of Stock.
holm are using atomic energy In
thelr studies of mutations in
agricultural plants and fruit trees,

The study of genetics has interest-
ed scientists throughout the world
for many years. Shortly after the re-
volution, Russlan scientists pushed
way ahead I8 this field. They rea-
lized the significance of genetics in
improving agriculture in their

‘eoun t-l’x.

Beginfling in 1936, however, the
Soviet government began attacking
genetics. Sclentists were foreed to
make “confesslons” of error and
guilt, By 1948 all noted Russian
geneticists had disappeared. The
Communist Party eame out with the
official deecision that the principles
of genetics were a heresy. Beeause
no real scientist could be found to
confirm thefr stand, the Party dele-
gated a man named Lysenko as their
spokesman, Lysenko had done some
work in plant breeding, but was ig-
norant of sclentific prineiples.

The campalgn against genetles
has been earried out In all Com-
munist-controlled countries, thereby
depriving them of the agricultural
beneflts of modern genetics tech-
niques developed by scientists in the
Free World.

Dr. H. J. Miller, Nobel prize win-
ner and professor of zoology at
Indiana University in the United
States, says: “The reaction against
genetics has set back the viewpoint
of the whole Soviet world, as regards
the most essential problems of
living things, by about a century.”
—(USBIS).

Grams: Brilliant.

SMALL-POX ACCOMPANIED
IMMIGRANT COOLY GANGS

(Continued from page 8)

Borne under the canopy the vic-
torious horn Is now taken in pro-
cession through the village, those
participating engage in singing,
dancing and in frenzied evolutlions
shouting with strange words accom-
panied with demonical gestures their
vietory and the humiliation of that
of their rivals, Wherever the pro-
cession goes it is supposed to carry
blessings with its special protection
from illness and disease. Every
house In the village which aspires to
the honour of a visit from the vic-
torlous article must be cleaned, its
inmates must bathe and don elean
clothes. The compounds must be
swept and all rubblsh and dirt
burnt the previous day. In con-
sequence of this custom the place
gets thoroughly cleaned and purl-
fied. The pestilence naturally
abates. During epidemics the
“Ankeliya” s held over and over
again until the upper horn breaks 3
times In successlon, When that
rare colncidence oceurs it is belleved
that not another woman or child
will suceumb to the sickness. Very
often by the time the upper horn
breaks thrice the village is so often
cleaned and perfect sanitary condi-
tions unconseiously established that

the sickness naturally disappears.
+ T. M, G. SAMAT.

NILA MAHA YODAYA AND
URU SITANQ
(Continued from page 10)
Chief—becoming known rightly as

Uru-Sitano, or Hog-Chief.

It was the custom those days for
the king's tax-gatkerers to g0 on
tour demanding a portion of the
yield in payment of dues’ The king's
officers once visited the Sitano’s pro-
perty and removed all the hoarded
grain without hilg knowledse. Uru-
Sitano was overcome with grief when
he found that he had been robbed,
and was so pre-occupied with his
loss that he neglected his duties once
again.

As guardian of the tank it was his
responsibility to control the outlets
80 that too mueh strain was not
placed on the bund., Stricken with
grief as he was, he failed to attend

to this, and the pressure of the
water breached the bund and the
tank whs completely destroyved! So

ends the legend of Uru-Sitano, the
Hog-Chief,

The finest beer
for a noble
thirst . ..

| BE INDEPENDENT . .

Own your own business sawing wood the

WITTE WAY.

Felling timber with this sturdy 3 H. P. machine fs
the modern, economical way. Easily moved and
operated the whole outfit is contained In one
compact unit, lt consists of a 5 foot cross-cut
saw and a belt driven 24 inch circular saw.
Burns |4 gallons of fuel per 10 hours.

DELIVERY FROM STOCK.

UNITED TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT LID.
457, Union IPlace, - Colombo 2.
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HEATH & Co.
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TEA EXPORTERS
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BOSANQUET & SKRINE LTD.

P. £ BOX 14 COLOMBO CEYLON
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g BOSANQUET or SKRINE
; . COLOMBO
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TEA & RUBBER ESTATE AGENTS
TEA BUYERS & EXPORTERS

SHIPPING & COALING AGENTS

(Harrison Line, Shire Line, Prince Line,
Cory Brothezs & Co., Ltd.)

INSURANCE AGENTS

(Liverpool & London & Globe Insurance Co., Ltd.
World Marine & Geheral Insurance Eov, Tad
Northern Assurancg Co., Ltd. .

British & Foreign Marm:. Insurance Co., Ltd.
British Traders Insurance Co., Ltd.)

IMPORTERS

(Spray-painting équipment) The Aerograph Co., Ltd.
(Balata Belting) R. & J. Dick. Ltd.

(Plywood Tea Chests) Luralda, Ltd.

(Teak) Steel Bros. & The Anglo-Thai Corporation, Ltd.
(Security Printing) Waterlow' & Sons, Ltd.
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frrr: od ar the !Ju| News Presy, La

..... * House, Colombo, for and an behall” of Mr. Robert Weerasinghe of the United National Pariy.
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