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Second Six-Year Plan From

October. 1953

WORLD BANK MISSION'S REPORT

THE report of the World Bank Mission is out.

The second

Six-Year Plan is to begin from October, 1953. The Mission
estimates that the development programme needs a capital
mmvestment of Rs. 1,600 million, an amount which ecan be

found.

Ceylon's resources in land and

money, although

limited, are considered sufficient, if wisely managed, to meet

the needs of the growing population, to improve the

stand-

ards of living and to add permanent strength to the economy.

The team consisting of 12 persons
representing eight nationalities
came to Ceylon in September, 1951,
and stayed ten weeks to study the
economie potentlalities of the coun-
try and to make recommendations
for a development programme. The
chief of the Mission was Sir Sydney
Caine. The F.AO nominated the
Misston’s  agricultural technician
and shared the cost of his services;
the W.H.O. nominated the public
health specialist.

AGRICULTURAL SET-UP

The programme which begins

after the completion of the present
six-year plan, gives priority to the
increase of agricultural production.
Two methods of stepping up agri-
culture are as under:—

(a) The first is the improvement
of existing - agricultural tech-
niques. 'The mission recom-
mends that Ceylon should
exert every efforf to im-

. prove yields of rice and
other food crops through
education, research publi-
city, demonstration and
assistance to growers. Acti-
vities requiring special atten-
tion include methods of
cultivation, transplanting of
rice, use of fertilizer and more
economical use of irrigation
water,

(b) The second method is the
opening of new lands through
frrigation, «jungle clearance
and colonization.

_The report is the considered opi-
nion of thesteam of experts on
what has been done so far in the
development of the country and it
also contains suggestions on how
further progress should be directed.
Bome of the coneclusions arrived at
are complimentary to the adminis-
tration, while others are adversely
critical of the endeavours made by
Government,

INDUSTRIAL POLICY
CRITICISED

The industrial policy has been cri-
ticised. The Report states that
while diversified industrial growth,
though not so urgent as increased
agricultural production, is essential
to Ceylon’s development, for some
time to come both the additional
population and the major Invest-
ment of eapital ean most profitably
be applied to the development of
new lands and the improvement of
cultivation, but before many years as
the empty lands fill up Ceylon will
néed other means of using new addi-
tions to population and avallable
capital and especially uses in  the
manufacturing field,

The Report. continuing, states:-
Labour and capital are not enough

for industrial development; there
must be also raw materials, tech-
nical knowledge, skill and  experl-

ence and  enterprise, Especlally
complex is the growth necessary to
make available the “external econo-
miecs” of a diversified industry.
Efforts must be started Immediately
to ' widen the base for indugstrial
growth, even if the major develop-
ments are expected to arise much
later.

The Mission's proposals for indus-
try are inspired, therefore, by two
principles. First, considering the
narrow lmits of Ceylon’s available
capital resources, the time is not yet
ripe for really large investment in
individual industrial projects unless
they have unusually secure prospects
of paying their way. Second, this
is the time to lay the foundations of
later development by close and sys-
tematic study of raw material pos-
sibilities, by promoting as wide a
variety of small projects as possible,
and by facilitating the acquisition
of technical skills, managerial expe-
rience and a habit of industrial en-
terprise.

It should not be inferred from this
that the country is entirely devoid
of industry today. - On the contrary,
In a sense most of the big exports
are indusfrial products made from
agricultural erops. The total operat-
ing plant for these and lesser indus-
tries employs hundreds of thousands
of workers and consumes annually
an estimated 158,000,000 kilowatts
—about two-thirds of all the electri-
city generated In the Island, There
are 950 tea factories alone,

But until recently Ceylon’s indus-
tries like her agriculture have been
concentrated upon the three main
export commodities, suiplemented
only by some minor production of
econsumer goods and handierafts. Of
these the three prineipal products
are too specialised and the others
too small to have built much in the
way of broad industrial experience,
general technical know-how or
skilled labour for expansion into
new flelds. Meanwhile pre-oceupigd
with tea, rubber and coconuts the
country has done little or no  re-

search to disclose its possible indus-

trial raw materials and not many
important ones have been  seli-
evident.  Partly for these geasons
and partly for others, private mdus—
trial eapital has been shy.

GOVERNMENTAL EFFORTS

Governmental efforts to fill this
gap began with the creation of near-
Iy a dozen small emergency factories
to meet World War IT  shortages.
Most of these later proved unecono-
mical and were closed perhaps be-
latedly in or about 1950-51,. More
recent attempts are on g larger secale
and began with a Rs. 21,000,000
cement plant opened in August, 1950,
Today in various stages of prepa-
ration are projected factories for
textiles, eoconut oll, sugar, steel,
paper, fertilizer, caustic soda, D.D.T.
conecentrated ilmenite, ceramics and

some others at an investment which
will ageregate at least Bs. 150,000,000,
Mnfortunately the Government has
tried to do the whole job  itself,
buillding and operating factories
under full public ownership and
bureaucratic administrative proce-
dure, The results have been so0
unsatisfactory as to call into being
8 special committee to  investigate
the huge financlal losses of these
and other governmental commercial
undertakings. While the need for
government assistance in industrial
development remains, it has become
clear that It should take the form
of initiative and fAnaneial participa-

tlon rather than actual operating
control. A recent local proposal to
set up publicly owned industrial

corporations suggests, we fear, no-
thing more than continuation of the

ISSUED

present 111’1H‘Lu..faf'|.01y system under
a new name; for in its details this
proposal fails to transfer effective
control and operating authority 1o
the corporations themselves and this
Is the real heart of the praoblem

CENTRAL DEVELOPMENT
CORFORATION *

We believe that the solutiom will
be found in the creation of an auto-
mous Ceylon Development Corpora-
tion with capital participation of the
government, the commereial banks
and the investing public, This will
call into play private as well as
public resources and, will permit
Joint finaneing of industrial projects
under ceampetent and profitable
commercial  management.  Under

(Continued on page 2)
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appropriate conditions it might also
provide a suitable mechanism for
industrial financing through the In-
ternational Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, should this be-
come desirable later.

Typical of important Iindustries
which such an institution could help
to establish is a flour mill. Although
Ceylon is not a wheat growing area
our studies show that considerable
advantage would accrue from local
milling and that private capital is
prepared to participate in such an
enterprise. The Mission recofnmends
an initial flour mill to meet about
a third of the island’s flour require-
ments at a probable capital cost of
Rs. 9,200,000. ]

Suceess of the projected fertiliser
and paper factories is doubtful.
Some of the others such as the

caustic soda, D.D.T. and coconut oil
I projects call for relocation or revi-
| 8lon in the Heht of more
economic study.

STEEL MILL PREMATURE

We feel thal the Government's
Rs. 24,000,000 steel mill project is at
least premature, for technical rea-
sons quite apart from the Govern-
ment’s earlier unfortunate experi-
ence in this field. Not even the
capital investment figure is firm as
the technical preparation for the
project has been superficial. In
any event the sum can be  better
spent elsewhere at this time. We
strongly recommend deferring this
scheme, meanwhile ealling for its
review by an experienced commer-
cial ateel company.

Our conelusion Is that for the pre-
sent Ceylon’s main industrial growth
should be centred on the develop-
ment of numerous small or medium-
sized industries rather than a few
large ones. These should be widely
scattered and diversified to take
advantage of labour and raw mate-
rials in various parts of the Island.

Government help in addition to
participation in the Deyvelopment
Corporation should include technical

careful

Second Six-Year Plan
from October, 1953

advice, tax incentives, marketing
aids and similar measures to . en-
courage the private sector to do its
share. On the other hand the In-
dustrial Products Act compelling
purchase of local manufactures is
harmful to sound development and
should bhe repealed,

From its brief studies the Mission
has been able to suggest a substan-
tial number of potential new indus-
tries. Among them is the produe-
tion of acetic acid, machine-made
bottles, bottle caps, prepared animal
feeds, fibre bags (other than coir),
new types of furniture, meat by-
produets, rope-soled shoes, tannins,
tooled leather goods, tobacco by-
products, new vegetable oils, and
‘various light manufactures in metal
or wood including turned wooden-
ware, Among existing industries we
note especially canning, elay pro-
ducts, coir goods, cooking fats,
tanned leather, rubber goods, salt,
soft drinks and textlles which can
be expanded. Mining improvements
are indieated for graphite and new
market, studies should be made of
thorianite, monazite and flaked or
ground mica. Other mineral deve-
lopments may result from intensi-
fication of the geological survey for
which we recommend an  annual
budget of at least Rs. 500,000 over
its present funds. Expansion of
the fishing industry would be desir-
able but ean proceed slowly untll
there are more trained seamen and
fishermen. Meanwhile ocean re-
search and various marketing aids
will be valuable.

Continued attention to cottage in-
dustries is recommended always
keeping in mind their primary pur-
pose of utilizing the part-time
labour of under-employed agrieul-
turists. Cottage industries cease to
be cottage industries when their
handwork methods are brought - to

centralised plants offering full time

employment: they then beeome no-
thing more than inefficient factories
Incurring industrial overhead, and in
this form are uneconomical. Hence

the Governmient Is urged to  resist

such econversion if it hopes for suc-
cess In this fleld

FINANCE

F'HAT people must get used to

eating at least a quarter of a
measure of riee less a week was ad-
vised by Mr. J. R. Jayewardene,
Minister of Finance, in the course of
an address Inaugurating the Putta-
lam-Chilaw District Bavings Week at
Puttalam.

“The rice we got from Egypt cost
us only 60 cents & measure last year,
This year it costs us 93 cents a
measure,” he sald, “and to subsidlse
foodstuffs as we have been doing i
the past, it will cost us over Rs. 300
million. In other words the people
are eating every day one million
rupees of Government money,

IN ANCIENT CEYLON

The above recaills conditions in
anclent Ceylon according to a contri-
bution in the “Ceylon Econormist,"
which bears reproduction, Says the
writer: “We all believe that ancient
Ceylon was the most powerful and
the most prosperous, that 1t exparted
1% surplus rice whereas the “Twen-
tieth Century Ceylon” imports two-
thirds of its requirements. It is a
good story to believe but the fael
remains that the common man in
'dncient‘. Ceylon did not have a full
dlet of rice. He ate more nutritious
Mood, the produce of his highland
cultlvation. Whatever rice was cul-
tivated was marketed because rice
was the only money crop ia anecient
Ceylon. The army wag pald in rice,
the artisans who worked on the
stupendous temples and gigantic
Irrigation works were pald in rice,
taxes were collected in rice; in the
market place goods changed hands,
with rice as the medium of exchange
and imports were paild for in rice,
Henee the legend that there was a
surplus—thers was a surplus not
after feeding the common man on
rice but after allowing for internal
exchange"

"EAT LESS RICE" ADVISES

MINISTER

(Continued on page 0)
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Protest Over Proposal
to Raise Rice Price

PITIGALA, Friday '

'_['EE talk today everywhere whe-

*ther in the train, the bus, the
tea room or anywhere i5 about the
Proposal to increase the price of rice
issued under the rationing scheme,
This proposal is vehemently opposed
everywhere, With the economic
condltions of the country deteriorat-

ing gradually as a result of the
downward trend in the prices of
rubber, coconut and other chief

agricultural products of the country,

the villagers are alarmed at the

mere thought of the proposal.
Alutgamweediya Town Council is

probably the first of its kind to Join -

the countrywide protest the
broposal.

At its monthly meeting  presided
over by Mr. A. R. M. Mohamed, the
Chairman, the following resolution
moved by the Chairman himself and
Seconded by Mr, I. L, M. T. Mari-

OvVEr

kar, the Vice-Chairman was passed
unanimously and j§ was further
decided to forward a copy of the
resolution to the Food Minister.
“That this Counell strongly protests
over the proposal to increase the
price of rice as this would bring
untold hardship on all especially the
poor classes.” Moving the resoli-
tion Mr, Mohomed sald that an in-
erease In the price of rlee would
bring in untold hardship to the
masses and the Government was
not justified in putting the burden

on the poor. Instead, the Govern-
ment should endeavour to the last
to refrain from increasing the price

of rice., Mr. D. L. M, Jiffrey spe
Ing In support of the resolution =
that the present Government )
into power recently through th vote
of ghe poor, as such it was ungrate-
ful on the part of the Government
fo betray the poor so soon after the
elections

HOUSING SCHEME FOR
ALUTGAMWEEDIYA

PITIGALA, Friday

Central GQGovernment has
made budgetary provision for a
Housing Scheme costing about a
lakh to Alutgamweedlya. This Town
Council, a rapidly improving town
in the Kalutara District. is also to
launch soon & Slum Clearance cam-
paign.

As far as street lighting is  con-
cerned this Town Council has the
distinetion of being the first T.C. in
the district to instal mercury lamps
each costing about Rs. 250 on  its
streets while more senior local bodies
in the neighbourhood such as the
Alutgama T.C. and 'the Beruwala
U.C. have installed ordinary cheap

quality lamps,

This Council anticipates the grant
of a loan of Rs. 34 lakhs by the Cen-
tral Government to put up a Town
Hall at Kurunduwatta where neces-
sary land is to be acguired soon.

Among the other resolutlons pass-
ed by this Council are the {ollowing
requesting the Government to

(1) change the name of the pre-
sent Hetttiwatta sub-Post Office
situated in the heart of the town
to “Sarandib;"

{2) provide the town with a drain-
age scheme;

(3) acquire barren lands in
area and allot them among
landless poor.
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TALAWAKELLE

A T the inaugural meeting for
the formation of the above

society which was held in Tala-
wakelle, presided over by  Mr.
Lionel Wickremasooriya, J.P.
there was a large gathering
present. The principal speaker
was Mr. H. E. P. de Mel, M.P.

The following office-bearers were
elected pro-tem:—

Chairman: Mr. Lionel Wickrema-
sooriya, J.P.

Secrctary: Mr. H. D. Boysa.

The followlng committeg was
elected to draft rules and regulations
of the soeciety:

Committee: Mr. H. E. P. de Mel,
M.P., Mr. Lionel Wickremasooriya,
JP., Mr. H D, Soysa. Mr. D. A.
Ranasinghe, Mr. H. W, Perera. Mr.
@. Aponso, Mr. G, H. Mendis.

Mr. de Mel, M.P., addressing
gathering, said:—

In the development of a nation,
nothing counts except an  active
spirit of seli-help among the
people, If the masses of a4 country
wait tHl their regenersation is
wrought entirely by the action of
the Government, then even when
help is given they will not get the
full benefit of such assistance. A
nation must prepare itself for its
apportunities by the previous dispo-
sition of their character towards in-
dustriousness, severs labour and the
habit of personal responsibility. We
envy other nations thelr great in-
dustrial developments, but all this
has not been achieved “by  extra-
ordinary governmental assigtance.
but mainly by the active develop-
ment of the principle of self-help.
This is the most Important lezson we
have fo learn In this country, and I
beg of you not to forget It In all its
Implications:. A nation which is net
prepared to work to the utmost of
Its ecapacity will always be finding
excuses for its failure in many diree-
tions, and will always look for more
assistance rather than use the assist-
anece which has already been given
to it In the most useful manner. We
must remeémber that any assistance
given to a country by the Govern-
ment is money given from the wark
of the people of the country who are
producers of wealth. We have no
right to use it unless it is made use
of in the very best and the most
advantageous manner. I hope you
will build up a most honourable tra-
dition of personal responsibility,
This will work for your personal and
national economic salvation, and
there 1s no other way to suceess on
4 nation-wide spale.

Continuing, he said that when he
spoke of the elements of personal
responsibility, he had in mind some
sayings which have been used by
men of many ages and many climes,
There is the English saying “God
helps those who help themselves”
Lord Buddha has said “Thamahata
Pihita Themeya." He would alse
remind them of the colloquial sav-
ing “Atha Selev Kala Kata Selevey'.

the

All these sayings indicate that men
have shrewdly understood that the
individual must act by the prineiple
that his safest line of action was to
bestir himself, and then let oppor-
tunity come his way and profit by it
as he has already learnt how to look
after himself. To the man unpre-
pared to take his opportunity, it is
of no use when it does come, and at
this Juncture of the counfry's affairs
when freedom has been won.

If they looked closely Into  the
matter they would realiser that
people depended far too much for
help from our Government, The
Government was composed of the

people, for unless people did their
duty the Government and the
people would be separate units. It
was only in the combination of in-
terests, in a great common effort, in
having the same objects in  view.
that the Government and the peaple
¢an be regarded as one.

MUTUAL BENEFIT SOCIETY,

This can only be done by the true '

realisation of self-help, and by our
thus laying the foundations well
and truly of a great economic move-
ment that will bring us all happi-
ness, security and prosperity.

HYBRID MAIZE
TO INCREASE
FOOD OUTPUT

IN its worldwide effort to help

nations inecrease thelr food out-
Put. the Food and Agrieulture Orga-
nization of the United Nations
undertakes many and varied pro-
grams. F.A.Q.'s hybrid maize pro-
gram, now in progress i countries
of the Mediterranean area, gshows
bromise of greatly increasing maize
production in that area of the
world. '

Although maize has always been
an imporiant erop in  Southern
Eurppe. parts of Norfh Africa and
the Middle East, mulze production in *
1947 had not reached pre-war levels.
In searching for ways to lift produc-
tion, several European and American
agricultural scientists working with
F.AO. decided to start large-scale
testing of hybrid maize varleties as.
the key to ‘enlarged production.
They knew that hybrid varieties
could vastly (ncrease maize output.
Hybrid lines in the United States,
for example, have increased yields
20 per cent, since 1940 without ex-
panding acreage.

The hybrid maize program  has
acquainted European and Middle
East researchers with the range of
hybrids available from North Ame-
rica and Europe, and has enabled
particlpating governments to estab-
lish sound seed-purchasing policies.
Now nations of Europe and the
Middle East can look forward to in-
creased maise output which will re-
sult in mare food for their people.
—(U.8.18.), [

CAMEL HAIR BELTING

HARRISONS & CROSFIELD, LTD,
(incocparated in Boglnd. Liability of members is limited)
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A TESTING TIME
FOR DEMOCRACY

. By

is no doubt that the
situation in regard to rice is
causing a considerable amount
of speculation on the part of
the public which will be
affected by any action which is
taken by the Government
either to increase its price or

to eut down the quantity which
is now being issued.  Ceylon is a
country in which the neeéd of rice
hag been fostered through the cen-
turies, and people are no doubt very
sensitive about this issue, But that
is no reason why the Government
should not take any line of action,
which affer the most careful and
anxious consideration, it deems to
be necessary, We do not know exact-
ly what the Government proposes
to do, but three or four lines of ac-
tlons have been open to the Govern-
ment, any one of which may be
adopted, but some of which the
Government will positively reject
owing to their not being feasible,
The public need not be alarmed at
what is likely to take place. The
Government which has given so
much evidence that if is interested
in the welfare of the public will not
‘abandon a policy which has created
its own popularity and
There need be no fear that the Gov-
ernment will wantonly throw away
the popularity which it has earned
by the merit and senee of its own
valuable service to the publle. We
have a Government In which it is
the duty of the people to have the
most unshaken confidence. Every
pledge has been given to the eountry
through many years that the Gov-
ernment is deeply interested in the
prosperity of the people of Ceylon.
It is inevitable that there should
be crises In this country as well as
in others, There is no reason why
we should regard ourselves as com-
pletely immune from the effects of
the varlations in prosperity which
other countries, with older and nyre
dependable economies, have had to
endure. We aught to be happy that
during these many years the bur-
dens which have fallen on the peo-
ple of other countries most heavily
have weighed wery lightly on our
own shoulders because the Govern-
ment, with benevolence and for-
sight, has done all in its power to
give the people of this country the
maximum benefits which could have
been conferred by those in power,
In situations of this kind the Gov-
ernment has the right to ask the
people to make some sacrifices, It

Quintus

strength. "

Delilkhan

is necessary that the Government
should act in such a manner that
these sacrifices should not fall upon
one particular section of the com-
munity but should be evenly distri-
buted as far as possible,

This Is not a situation which the
Government could have prevented.
It was possible for the people of this
couniry to co-operate more satisfac-
torily than they have done in the
matter of increasing food produe-
tion. aThe people have, however,
taken this matter rather lightly, as
t is not unusual here for it to be
expected that there is nothing which
the, Government could not do  in
spite of the people réemaining un-
co-operative.  The Government, it
must be acknowledged, has made
really gigantic efforts to stimulate
production as far as possible. It has
glven every possible warning of the
consequences of negléect of this Im-
portant matter of food production,
and it has also done Its best to oh-
tain supplies from abroad. It Is not

the fault of the Government that
the world's food production situa-
tion has worsened, and - that ‘the

prices demanded for food has gone
up very considerably. There is no
easy solution to this problem, ang it
is a duty, plain and clear, that the
public should exereise some degree
of patience whilst the Government
ig planning the best course of action
that could be taken to meet the
situation that has been developing
internationally and which has made
its repercussions felt here already.
This iz & situation in which the
beople should generously stang by
the Government as the Government
has eenerously stood by the people
during the many years when it was
buying dear and selling cheap to the
public. Those who enjoy great
benefits should not be unwilling to
take things when any situation
changes with some degree of sense
and equanimity.

The suggestions made by the
people who are in opposition to the
Government and by revolutionary
bodies cannot be regarded with any-
thing but the utmost caution. There

is a lot of fAshing in troubled waters,

today. Those who are against the
Government cannot but be thank-
tul for world conditions which have
made it necessary for the Govern-
ment to warn the public that some
line of aetion has to be taken which
is necessary to meet a critical situa-
tion in which we have less to spend,
and must therefore spend with the
utmost care, Government  must

(Continued on page 9)
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& Friday, September 12, 1952

WORLD BANK REPORT

The report of the World
Bank Mission which has just
been issued envisages the
beginning of the second Six-
Year Plan from October, 1953.
Development of agriculture is
placed first and the methods of
stepping up production are
given in detail. The Mission
came to Ceylon on the invita-
tion of the late Prime Minister
who had requested the team of
matured economists to give
free and frank expression of
their opinion on what has been
attempted so far in the deve-
lopment of this country, and
make suggestions without re-
servation on how further pro-
gress should be promoted.

The report is 4 most valuable
document which embodies sug-
gestions and ecriticisms for the
consideration of the Govern-
ment. Of course the Report
will in due eourse be discussed
in Parliament. The report has
been carefully compiled after a
ten weeks' study of the poten-
fialities of the country; and
recommendations have been

of the conclusions arrived

| are complimentary

made for a development pro-
gramme, which demands care-
ful serutiny before final adop-
tion and implementation.

The report which runs into
two volumes of considerable
size, indicates the comprehen-
sive survey,which has been
made by*the economists; some
at
to the
administration witile others are

adverse, which reveal the fact
that they had faithfully
ried out the wishes of the late
Prime Minister and produced a
document containing
both flatfering and severe.
was stated by the Minister of
Finance in presenting the Ap-
propriation Bill (1952-53) the
aid of this team of experts sent

car-

out by the World Bank was
awaited eagerly before the
second Six-Year Plan was

taken in hand. " Fortified with
their advice, it was hoped, Gov-
ernment could go forward i.n
the not too distant future to
secure life, liberty and happi-
ness.”
The Mission is of opinion
that Ceylon’s resources in
land, materials and money, al-
though limited, are sufficient,
if wisely managed, to meet the
needs of the growing popula-
tion to improve the standard of
living and to add permanent
strength to the economy.

The Mission suggests that

Ceylon’s development cannot
be accomplished by Govern-
ment action alone and is of
opinion that “every resource of
private initiative and energy,
both Ceylonese and foreign, is
needed if the country is to
mobilize itg latent resources to
discover new lines of produc-
tion and to increase its total
output position than its popu-
lation. A real effort is needed
to creafe an atmosphere con-
ducive to genuine and fruitful
between Government and pri-
vate initiative in all its forms.™

Therefore, the urgent need is
certainly that all sections of
the country should co-
operate for the common wel-
fare. The value of the recom-
mendations contained on the
Report depends on how far
they would help in the deve-
lopment of the country.

vidual craftemen and manufacturing jewellers on = permits
issued by the Cottage Industries Department for the years
1950 to 1952. *
THE STATEMENT
-
1950° 951 1952
Banls Individuul Manu Itdividual Manu- Individoal Mano-
Crafltsmen  Jewellery erafls-  facturing  crafts-  factoring
O, facturing miny Jewellers men Jjewellers
. O, Oz, Oz, Oz,
b 631 3,077 512 1,860
335 1,240 270 955
605 788 20 1,002
-_ 2,671 1,508 2,300 1,388
tirect by the a3 95 34 a6
; Controller of 176 120 192 88
| B _ [mpaorts 483 35 214 28
| et N e | 234 6 38 68
| Badulla 114 | 404 158 34 234
| = —_ e — . —
| Tolal quantity ] 5,084} 7,086 4,304 5,648
Total numbey of ¥ =
Individual erafts-
men 1,442 1,971 368 2,586 604

t Assue of Gold Poermits

THE Parliamentary Secretary to the
Affairs takled a statement showing the quantities of gold
issued by the various branches of the Bank of Ceylon to indi-
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views |
As |

THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE
COMPANY. LIMITED

COLOMBO

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED

Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transport
Department

Goods cleared through Customs, and
. Forwarded to any part of
Colombe
Il.  Delivered at Railway Station for
transmission Up-country
lll. Stored In bond to suit the
convenience of owners, or
IV. Placed in a transhipment ware-
house for re-shipment.
Telephone 2291 Post Box 169
COLOMBO

ATCO

Motor Mowers

USED IN ROYAL GARDENS
14 ins., 17 ins., 20 ins., 25 ins.,
34 ins.

PROMPT DELIVERY

L ewis Broum &Co [td

INVERESE MOUSE McTALLUM BD. COLOMED

BLITOX

the
rainfast wettable powder
for

BLISTER BLIGHT

The tested and approved
Copper - Fungicide

A product of

PEST CONTROL LTD. *
HARSTON, CAMBRIDGE,
ENGLAND.

PARTICULARS ON
APPLICATION SO :

LIMITED.

PR e e T

e

a
-
‘1
)
=




- SEPTEMBER 12, 1952

U. N. P. JourNAL 7

"I'HE observations made by the

Secretary-General in his
report to the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Conference in Berne with
reference to the position of
Indians in Ceylon evoked a
clear, convineing and compre-
hensive statement from Lady
Molamure, a delegate from
Ceylon, which should help not only
to dispel any idea of discriminatory
treatment towards Indians in Ceylon
but also show the sincerity of the
Government of Ceylon to carry out
_ms duty towards them completely as
Soon as it possibly can, in gccord-
ance with the laws that it has

framed.

The guotation which prompted
the immediate retort runs thus:—

is the harmonious development of
demoeratic institutions among  the
diverse peoples that Inhabit the
Island. All problems, it is true,
have not yet been solved; 200,500
Indians had no part In the last

General Election and the Govern-
ment has undertaken to settle this
delicate question.”

“Whether he is trying to praise us
for our progress In democracy or
really to blame us for certain fea-
ftures in our political set-up I do not
quite know,” said Lady Molamure
who added “whatever this may be
the problem of the franchise for
Indians in Ceylon is one I which
all of us should take a dispassionate
Interest and any advice that we can
‘give will certainly be valued by the
Ceylon Government. Two hundred
thousand Indians, he says, had no

 part In the last General Election. As
is commonly accepted an “Indian is
not a national of Ceylon. Yet it is
not, therefore, to be inferred from
‘the Becretary-General’s statement
‘that certain electoral rights given to
all non-nationals in our country
have been denied to 200,000 Indians.
Our electoral principle is that the
right of voting is given to Ceylon
‘citizens only and no non-eitizens,
whether Indians or otherwise, have
that right. To what then could the
" Secretary-General's remarks apply?
Possibly he meant one of two
things:— :

(a) 200,000 Indians had no part in
the last General Election while
200,000 Indians did Thave a
part in the elections before
that; or ;

(b) 200,000 Indians had no part
in the last General Election,
although they should have
had the right.

“Both these statements can rightly
find a place in a history of this
1s5ue; at the same time both of
them, when taken out of the con-
text of that history, can be very mis-
leading.

“How the Indlans came to Ceylon
ag Indentured cheap labourers re-
eruited by European planters during
the time of British occupation, to
serve as a foil to the loeal popula-
tion was detailed. It was admitted
that the hill country was opened up
through Indian labour and the
Island d@s a whole shared in  that
prosperity, But in return for this
prosperity,” declared Lady Mola-
mure, “the country has had to make
many sacrifices, the chief of which
to my mind ls the harm done to the
well-being the expansion and im-
provement of the local population
that had lived in the hill country
for many ecenturiés, The Indian
problem, therefore, is not one pro-
blem, but two—how to be fair to
the Indians on the one hand and on

“But an even more precious asset

THE INDIAN PROBLEM
- IN CEYLON

Lady Molamure Explains
at Berne Conference

the other now to be just to  the
Ceylonese who were dispossessed
when under subjection and to re-
settle them .

“These Indentured Indian labour-
ers had very little to do with the
local popalation. Socially and eco-
nomically contacts between Indians
and Ceylonese were negligible. There
was only one common bond between
thema.and that a political one. They
were both subject to the sovereignty
of the same foreigsn power, British,
and this eircumstance determined
the changes that have taken place
in the electoral rights of Indians in
Ceylon. In 1823 the right to vote
was given to Indlans on the same
basls as the Ceylonese on the ground
that they were all British subjects.

L e g o B L S N S L VL

By Omega

s AN U

“It was under this same fran-
chise that the General Election in
September, 1947, was held. Two hun-
dred thousand Indians fligured in the
voters’ lists, Both Indians and Cey-
lonese were still British subjects, In
February, 1948, however, Ceylon
recelved her Independence through
an Order-in-Couneil.

“Naturally, along with independ-
ence,” said Lady Molamure, “came
the need to define Ceylon  citizen-
ship. A Ceylon Citizenship Act
was passed in August, 1948. To pro-
vide for the special case of Indian
and Pakistani residents a special

Act was passed in August, 1949. The [

number of Indians amounted to no
more than ene-eighth of the entire
population of the country, and ex-
perience has shown that their near
political allegiance was not to  the
ecountry in which they lived. In the
Parliament that passed this Act
there were six Indian members. Of
these only one member spoke when
the Bill was debated. He summarily
rejected the offer of Ceylon citizen-
ship and a boyeott was thereafter
organized and very few  persons
indeed applied for registration. The
Act gave two years’ time for appll-
cations.”

When the closing date was at
hand a strange phenomenon began
to manifest itself, The faint trickle
of applications that were observed in
1949 began suddenly to gather so
much momentum that by the time
the closing date was reached the
ageregate number of applications
shot up to over 200,000 enrolling
about 500,000 persons. In the mean-
time, however the annual revision of
Electoral Reglsters had taken their
course and In the proeess, large
numbers had to be deprived of the
vote under the new electoral law
which conferred voting rights on
Ceylon ecitizens only. Graduslly as a
result of thelr own boycott, the
number of Indlans entitled to vote
began to dwindle, untll when the
voting registers were revised in May
1951 the number of Indlans enjoying
the franchise reached the fgure of
only 3500.

The unexpected death of the
Prime Minister early this year pre-
cipitated matters and a general elee-
tion on the basis of the earlier

register had to take place. The state,

by the
eir-

of affairs ' referred (o
Secretary-General was due to
cumstances beyond the control
the Ceylon Geovernment—the sudden
death of the Prime Minlster and the
resulting advance of the date of the
General Election ang of the neglect
on the part of the Indlans tHem-
selves to apply for cltizenship with
sufficient expedition, It was in-
accurate, however, for the Secre-
tary-General to say that the Cey-
lon Government hag undertaken to
settle the “delicate question.' It is
the legal responsibillty of the Cey-
lon Government to see that the ap-
plications for citizenship are rapidly
deelded upon and at no time has it
shirked this obligation.

Hardware
Cemeni
““Pound Mark *’ Roofing Tiles
Momi & Plywood Chests
Aluminium Lining
Food Grains

Etc, Etc

Always in stock and at most

Competitive Prices

JAFFERJEE BROTHERS

161, PRINCE STREET,

PETTAH. COLOMBO.

Tele: 3895/4B62

af

The Rudge ibuilt to be ridden hard, every day in the year. Itis
world-famous for its capacity to stand up to strenuous use, Yet
the RUDGE, in spite of its strength; is light in weight and
ampazingly comfortable to ride. A Rudge is a bicycle you will
be proud to own through the lifetime’s service it is built to give.

\RUDGE)

(1
LRI

you can’t beat a

gl Enpland,

A Froduct of Releigh Ind Limiitad, N

Sole Agents:-

Walker&Greig I

COLOMBO o BRANCHES.




ELEPHANT
| HOUSE
is
Catering at its

CEYLON COLD STORES LTD.

BRITISH OIL ENGINES
(EXPORT) LTD.

SOLE CONCESSIONAIRES FOR THE EXPORT SALE OF
OIL ENGINES

Mc LAREN/BRUSH 27, 44 & 55 KILOWATT
SELF CONTAINED GENERATING SETS

- ERATING
CAPACITY
VOLTAGE

CHARACTERISTICS

KILOWATTS

44¢

JR

EXCEPTIONALLY GoOD DELIVERY
AVAILABLE FOR THE ABOVE SETS.
FOR

IS

.
APPLY .

HOARES

(CEYLON) LTD.

FURTHER PARTICULARS

Colombao
4354

anrwcrm:
') = ;
(4 lines) =

Works,

J
|

]

|

U. N. P. JOURNAL

Safe-guarding

SEPTEMBER 12, 1952

&_ Advancing

the Mercantile Service

f]‘HE mercantile service con-

sists of a large body of men
who have for many years
undergone much _ hardship.
Salary scales differ according
to the nature of the ‘establish-
ment. There are, in certain
companies men who have
served for thirty years who
have not even reached their
maximum salary of Rs, 200 a month,
These men do very valuable services
and have no regular hours as Gov-
ernment servants have. ley have
Unions which have from time to
time fought the cases of certain in-
dividuals and obtained for them
better conditions and better es
of salary but not commensurate‘with
the services rendered, A man may
serve for twenty years in a parti-
cular firm but if for some resson or
other the management changes
hands or if a new chief clerk s
appointed and this man happens to
be one who has fallen into disfavour,
he is sent away with a month's
salary, in spite of his having served
for twenty years. The cases of vie-
timization were not confined to
European firms but to all firms—
Eurgpean, Indian or Ceylonese. In
fairness to European firms, it must
however be stated that conditions of
service In those firms, generally
speaking, are very much better than
in firms of local people,

The Government appointed some
years ago a Speclal Committee to
go into the question of the condi-
tions of service of mercantile em-
ployees. In the State Councll a
number of motions on this subject
were discussed and eventually the
Executive Committee of Labour, In-
dustry and Commerce went inte the
matter and a Special Committee was
appainted four years ago. The report
was published but no action was
taken on the recommendations con-
tained in that report. Reecently the
subject was takeh up by a Labour
Member in Parliament who brought
up the following motion:—

“That this House is of opinion that
early steps should be taken to im-
plement the decisions of the Gov-
ernment on the recommendations of
the Special Committee which was
appointed to inquire into and report
on the conditions of the mercantile
service,”

SECURITY OF TENURE
These men have served for many
Years without security of tenure. A
thorough investigation was made by
the Special Committee who stated
that there was no legisiation in
other parts of the world compelling

the employer to retain the services
of a particular employee whom the
employer wants to get rid of® that
the man could be sent away on
payment of three months' salary,
that in certain cases a ‘tribunal
could award 6 months' or 3 months'
salary. There must be security of
tenure for the mercantile employee.
If an employee Is to be dismissed, or
discontinued, he must be able ta
appeal to a tribunal which would
judge whether the man has been
victimized. There has been grave
disappointment at the unexplainable
delay in dealing with the matter of
implementing in legislative form the
recommendations of the report.

LEGISLATION READY

The Minister of Labour (Dr.
Kaleel) explained that & deputation
of mercantile employees who called
on him, was assured that Govern-
ment was taking action to tmple-
ment some of the recommendations
in the Report. All that has been
urged by the mover on behalf of
mercantile employees had  already
been urged not only by individuals
but also by groups of individuals
and assoclations representing vari-
ous mercantile employees and a full
report has been published as Ses-
sional Paper 1 of 1951, :
mnsamureportutthetnvesﬁgg-
tions made and also recom-

bodies concerned and legisiation is
now practically ready. Within a
very short perfod the Bill will be pre-
sented to Parliament, Therefore, it
Was tm:ﬁalr Lo condemn the Govern-
men at no action was belng
taken in the matter.

“1 do not want to g6 into every
ltem in detafl, for that will be an
antleipation of the Bill that will be
coming before this House except to
say that it is a fair plece of legisla-
tion, taking into consideration both
the point of view of the employee
and the employer. One assurance
I can glve is that our recommenda-
tions are such that neither the em-
ployee nor the employer will have
any grouse. They will both be
satisfied.”

“That will be the miracle of all
miracles,” remarked an ; 5 i
Member.

“Yes." retorted Dr. Kaleel, “it wil
be & miracle because there will be
co-oreration between both parties.
You will not have the employee look-
ing greedily into the pockets of the
employer, nor the employer trying to
exploit the employee, Neither of
these things will happen and they
will get on very well.™

- JURGEN,
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" Attitude to- the Rjco

‘80 a radical change. The problem clearance and - colonization = sup.

was ireated as a world emergency. tions to cater for the medical needs

1and In villages is not dependent sp industries for Ceylon is not some-

local inhabitants and others, This thingg first by devoting attention to
- unless poor people who in  most matters in Ceylon.

BER 12, (952 U. N. P. JournaL 2

Problem Must Change

JPROBLEM No. 1 of the N ation, ployment in theip villages which ean

R_lce, is also Problem No. 1 gf:}itbgfa.:hcll?m ?y the encourage-
7 : paady cultlvation, In other
of 70 per cent. of the peoples of words the attitude towards rice pro-

this world, Trouble spots duction must Pre-suppose that {¢
directly involved in some way paould be undertaken - pefore  ex-
or other with rice are Malaya, E:ll.‘ng the value of Tands to  en-
Indo-China, Siam and Burma- i
2 ’ 81, sin e Wi L g
and all the internal discontent in neld:‘ 3?70\&(1”25 ?LE: ll'lfmiilrg:-ol‘:n i
Tou:h-Ras ASia I3 related o rice. a rice production san 0" because
Indeed a solution to the rice problem nomleally unsound, The wzfllci Fries
could alter the complexion of the will either have to Iqt'arv(‘ rv -%P?Q?
Whole world situstion and that for to some other yiijore © " These
the better, poverty stricken and  emuelated
Root cause of political exploitation People will fall an easy prey to dis-
has been  discontent over the ©as€andin the eng Government and
obvlous unfairness of the situation Society Will have to spend consider.
where the cultivator works his life #ble sums of money on relief wark
away offen for absentee landlords 0 the distressed, Much older than
Who eat his rice without sharing his J8PaD’s fesbivals with which the first
Iabotr or trials plianﬁng. Darvest and cultivation of
In 1865 when a rice shortage hit ok ce]ebmt?d 228 'ihe Eeial
: customs, religlous observations and
Ceylon temporarily there was .no superstitions (ke ausptei ti
rationing, queues ang black-market connected with th rl ;101}’? el
but high prices were followed by  rice in Ceylon szglfe - rmn, o
Iooting, violence on rice dealers and tOTs use such fertilisers a{;e tcu“ S
Danic in Colombo. Ring-leaders of nitrates, vegetable matrf S o
‘mobs were flogged publicly at the human waste, s Sanieren

points t'h? mabs. luu@. Methods of production vary as da
The quld Bank Misslon was quite the varieties of rice dependent on
risht ahout Ceylon when they placed  the climatic conditions. In other
hizh the need for prierity in the in- words it should not mean thay there
crease of the production of rice, The is no merit In Indigent technique |
m;sicn_zgemmmended that Ceylon when considering modern met.huds;'.
should “exert every effort to im- In Bali the Japanese when they
brove yields of rice and other food overran that country replaced the
‘erops through edueation, research, Indigent methods with a more sclen-
publmity. c_len_mnstra.tia_n and assist-  tific one but the J aps were forced to
ance _t,n growers.”  Adoptlon of such  admit the superiority of the Balinese
a recommendation would not only methods and give up the experi-
;arjese':?g--.:%at?:;rd -o_fi ]ilgdgg but also ment as a complete fallure,
revent pi exploltation. { e
There is something essentially In-
5 Should th:J mies cbfietefnmm%inrgig? digent in Ceylon methods and  any
msmm."_ﬁ‘m- p schwemw SO Tedhes B e d_.r_astic change in  the technique
el imﬁc@e b rd‘duetlcﬁ:- NeEomE g might preeipitate a complete fallure.
undertaken because they are  eco. Much more attention could be paid
et éﬂ'l'.if Bneound th ateitnan: § to opening up new lands not with
ﬁ'lem et e o S S s © Gal Oya Schemes but irrigation
e Drol ust certainly under- schemes  connected with jungle
“be placed on 3 world emer- : :
: &5 ook ; porfed by welfare movements, go-
geney footing very much like  war operative methods and orcanisa-

%ﬁ%ﬁmfhgﬁ; 'fa'gmm"s gdﬁr of the villages on a more generous
EWBlIaklE af tessonabls o ;ﬁ MaCE  seale in centres of opening up new
tvailable at reasonable cost, lands. In such eye-catching move-

For practical purposes value  of menie like ship-building and large

much on the assessment of land by thing incongruous when there is so
officials but on the buying power of much to be done in the way of first

buying power cannot be increased . production, housing and health
'

eases are the only inhabitants of
these areas are glven profitable em- T. M. G. SAMAT,
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' Russia and
World
Government
By Eardl_-ey-
Gunasekere

"THE present foreign policy of
the United States is to eon-
solidate her position and to
maintain so great a preponder-
ance of power that neither

CO LOMBO ‘Russia nor any other nation
would be in such a position as
G AS & to attack if. By guarding this
-| wide margin of military

10

2 superiority the Americans be-

WATER lieve that they could maintain
e an armed peace until their rivals
. either eollapse through frustration

CO., LTD or adopt the American way of life.
5 To achieve this the United States
are doing three things. Firstly théy

Necessary™. _ <

j || Im] : dollars on domestic rearmament and
’ : ey e seientifle perfection of indiserimi-

nate destruction. Secondly. thal
country is on the search for reliable

F

TO allies through treaties as the Atlan-

> tie Pac{t anéi ﬁnoreuver are spending.

5 _8ix billion dollars a year on econo-

W E L L i C O O K E D F_O O D & mic and 11--1£-1ili'ae.r:.; assistance for those

prospective allies. Finally the Ame-

PLENTY OF CHEAP HOT WATER | B hihiing i s et s
! to strengthen the military superio-

COLOMBO Tify of Russia or her satellites.

P.O. BOX 64 : ; LIMIT 4 The belief that our national armed

_INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND——MEMBERS’ LIABILITY ED (4) strength should be maintained 1§
quite a different thing from telling
the American people that the Army,
Navy and Air Force are the only
reliable guardians of Iiberty and
their values of life, Such argu-
ments when considered against the
backeround of past history and pre-

: 5 : sent scientific developments show us
both the absurdity and danger of
I the uncritical belief in  national

armed force. This belief must now
be disregarded because it must_be

' accepted that no nation could resisg
* / such powerful onslaughts as atomic
/ : : and biological air attacks. The pro-

4

blem in this instance is not so much
as to protect the Amerlean people in
the evenl of war as to be able to
retaliate with all the venom they
could gather against merciless and
unreasonable aggressors, This pro-
gram of preparation for armed re-
tallation will require a national sac-
rifice of llving standards and demp- -
cratle liberties, .

It must also be remembered that
Russia too is proceeding on simiflar
lines. The end result of such a
bower struggle, if It continues, will
Inevitably be war either by ineident
or design. We cannet, therefore,
hope to find freedom and democracy
among the starving, poverty-stricken
and malmed survivors of a Third
World War. After millions haye
been killed in the genocide of stra-
tegic bombing it is likely that new
forms of society more corrupt than
any in existence today, will inherit
the ruins,

Amerlecan rearmament is an  un-
avoldable feature In a world where
other natlons are also arming,
t Nevertheless the official recognition

that more atom bombs, bases and
treatles will bring peace has no
foundation because military pre-
paredness is only the negative, de-
w fensive half of a  sound forelgn

\ policy. The Amerlcans still have a
- ‘ﬂ chance to build in a spirit of co-
r ( t] operation and compromise a strue-

r S c‘/__. L

ture of international security,
w The United Nations Charter was

-
a first step in the bullding of inter-
national security and Instead of
abandoning the United Nations as
Ineflicient and inadeguate the entire
! . world can move to glve it genuine
authorlty and power thus making
self-defence only a by-word. If, how-
ever, we are to rely on the United

o . L Nations as an Institution that could
ee?/' z S t z g 1/'2 n promote peace and goodwill then it
is ohvious that far-reaching changes

L in the UN. Charter will have to bhe

I BREWED BY: THE CEYLON HREWERY LTD, NELMVA

made so that it will be transformed
™ Into a world federation, It will

have to be given econstitutional

0 e ’ a Zon authority  to  administer inter-

i national laws preventing the use of

“ violence, arbitration of international
disputes, controlling of national

(Continued on page 11)
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The Prime Minister at Quinlon Theatre, Nugegoda, when the
Chitrasena School of Dance staged ** Chandali” in aid of the
Ceylon Humanitarian Society.

“* Finance "* Telegrams.

CHETTINAD CORPORATION LTD.

FOR

All Your Requirements of Hardware etc.

Importers & Stockists: of Galv. sheets, ashestos sheets, cements,
paints and colours : wirenails : barbed wire,
galv. pipings. B. |. sheets and plates.

Constructional steels of all descriptions such
as Rounds, Flats, Squares, Joists, Channels &

Angles.

And all kinds of Estate supplies as Aluminium

Chéttinad

Tea Chest linings, hoops, etc. etc.

Corporation Ltd.

116/118, Keyzer Street, Colombo.

Telephone: 4276 & 4277

MACKINNON M AcKENZIE & Co.
OF CEYLON LTD.

CLEARING AND FORWARDING
: DEPARTMENT

LANDING, SHIPPING AND TRANSHIPMENT

OF

BAGGAGE AND CARGO

UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE RATES WHICH
MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION

CUSTOMS, EXCHANGE CONTROL, IMPORT &
EXPORT CONTROL FORMALITIES HANDLED
; BY OUR QUALIFIED STAFF

ESTIMATES GIVEN WITHOUT CHARGE

INSURANCE ARRANGED

IF REQUIRED

MACKINNON MACKENZIE & CO.
OF CEYLON LTD.

COLOMBO

P. O. Box 94

Telegrams :—Mackinnons.

Telephone :—2381 (4 Lines)

Russia and ‘
World

Governmnnit

(Continued fram

page 10)
armament and providing for -
pendable revenue, Furthermore
leglslative, executive and Judiciary
agencies will have to be created
within it togelher with United

Nations' Inspection ang police forces
tio prevent the secret production of
illegal armament.

The Introduction of world federal
government will not remove the re-
markable differences In forms of
Government and economy Among
varlous nations, because in keeping
with the federal prineipie every
member State will be permitted to
preserve its own domestic  institu-

tions. Will Russia then Join such
a scheme? If she does decide to da
this it will pe to the safety of the

whole world beeause liks all  other
nations she (oo will be subject to
disarmament and inspection, It is
very doubtful that Russia would
aecede to such a proposition but at
the same time there is every possi-
bility of Soviet participation in a
woMd federation of limited powers.
The most important fact is that
Russlan inclusion In such a system
of government would not mean an
abandonment of the propagation of
the Communist doetrine nor will it
mean that American participation
will break the belief in the exten-
sion of political democracy. Both
sides would merely be recognizing
the reality that war is no longer a
means of obtaining political objec-
tives. Buch a system of govern-
ment will also enable the Russians
to concentrate on consumer goods
produection and meet the promise of
a better and Improved life for the
Russian people,

Hussian agreement to world fede-
ral government would depend largely
on how the offer is made and the
conditions that prevail In the world
at that time. The American offer
of participation in a world govern-
ment must be combined with a
willingness to negotiate an amicable
settlement on the guestion of a war
and Hussian acceptance of the
necessary revisions in the structure
of the United Nations. The Ameri-
can economic conditlon would also
play a decisive role in determining
Russian reaction to a world govern-
ment proposal. If the Russians were
inelined to believe that an American
depression was imminent then they
would In all probability postpone
any decision and will not be too
eager in the creatlon of a federa-
tion.

If the revision of the United
Nations Charter does not pander to
the taste of the Soviet Government,
then what the Amerieans could best
hope to do is to hold the United
Nations Organization as a forum pf
discussion and proceed to form
within that organization a partial
federation of the nations that will
consent to do it. If this partial
federation proved eeonomiecally pros-
perous and stable thet Russians
might ultimately decide to join an
association they cannot compete
with or dare to attack. ;

A TESTINGe FOR
DEMOCRACY
(Continued from pgee 5)

practice a rigld economy itself but
those who opgpse the Government
mean no good to the country, They
are only concerned with the oppor-
tunity of cgeatihg discontent on as
eolossal a scale as possible and mak-
®ing thls a jumping-off ground to
reach towards the power which t.he_y
desired but which the people of this
country very sensibly did not wish to
give them as the people kméw that
at a time like the present it was
most essent#al that they should have
as the leaders of the country and as
men in power only those who would
place the interests of the country
before their own. This Is a test-
ing time for the country as well as
for the Government. It eannot be
doubted that in these hard eircum-
stances both the Government and
the people would acquit themselves
well, for the safs of the country’s

permanent wellbelng,

- mw MTo4 =TOTDPOVW =X>PSESmM-A-IZ
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Colombo.

The Pational Mutual Tife Association of
Rusfralasia Timited ‘

(INCORPORATED. IN VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS5 LIMITED)
.

THIS well-known Office commenced operations in Ceylon in the year 1906 and it can truly

be said that the Association has pioneered Life Assurance in the Island. The very large
volume of business that is now written by it is ample testimony of the goodwill shown to it
by the insuring public. In the very early years it was apparent that Life Assurance on a
very substantial scale had come to stay in Ceylon, and in 1913 the Head Office Board agreed
to the erection in Ceylon of a building worthy of housing its activities. In 1915 the well-
known land-mark the ‘‘ National Mutual Building  was completed, and it remains today
one of the finest modern Office Buildings in the City of Colombo.

The operations of this Association are spread throughout the Commonwealth and, besides
having Branch Offices in all the capital cities of Australia and New Zealand, it has District
Offices in practically every town of note in Great Britain and in South Africa, and in the East

is represented at Bombay, Calcutta, Singapore, and Hongkong. Ceylon Branch is the central
office for the control of the four establishments Jast mentioned,

COLOMBO “BUILDING
The Association has been responsible, for the introduction of some of the most

Assurance, and for many years has offered sound Life Assurance Contracts to the
average, with full bonus rights, the figures of which have proved well above the average. This has been rendered possible
by the careful selection of lives which has resulted in a favourable mortality experience, the marked economy of Manage-

ment expenses and the cautious investment of furfds. A Perusal df Financial Statements, will show that the security of the
Association’s policy contracts s above question. .

important features of modern Life
public for premiums well below the

One well-known British Journal writes of the Association as follows:

Assured. Its premiums are low and its fipanci
is an Office which can with confidence be rec

** The contracts of the Association are liberal to the
al resources second to none. In a word the National Mutual of Australasia

ommended to intending assurants.”’
FOR PARTICULARS APPLY TO:

F. R. CONNOLLY,
P.O. Box 242, Colombo. Manager for South-Eastern Asia.

Printed at the Daily News Press, Lake House, Colombo, for and Bon behalf of Mr. Robert Weerasinghe of the United National Party.
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