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- THE PREMIERS MEET: The Special studies of the Prime Minister of India and the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka at the Delhi Indo-Ceylon Talks

~ INDIAN PROBLEM -

Justice Will_- be Done and

National Interests Protected

VI‘HE United National Party up his mind without any mental reser- .
gave an undertaking to vations and must state that he will
- abandon all claims to the nationality
the eountry that it 5

. tryf Tt wonlg settd of any other land. We have been of
the Indian problem once and .. oninion that when an Tndian wishes
for all. That undertaking has to have the rights of Ceylonese citizen-
been fulfilled by the Prime ship he must forswear the rights of
Minister's sucecessful mission to n"-““; ﬁw‘ﬂmﬁp- T:::;‘?“S that be
} 3 canno Ve 0 nati €5, oOne as
New Delhi where he had talks e o A
which ended in certain conclusions .o oo o Gaploneze  When hels 1n

entirely satisfactory from the point Ceylon.
of view of Ceylon. The United  This view was placed before Pandit
Nationa] Party had always held the Jawaharla] Nehru at the Delhi talkg and
most reasonable possible view on the the latter considered it to be entirely

hi hts reasonable. This will clear up one of
HaEARpITkleay G plisonsiin iy the points which has been at lssue be-

namely that anyone who desires to yween the two ccuntries for many
be @ citizen of thiz country must make years.

The Case of Philip Gunewardene %:ZZ.fz;Zi,,:;;efgz::”i:i'

An Apology resfiness o

WITH reference to the Editorial referred to above “wag a reflection on VEL ANTO

under the heading * . Dase « the House or that it was a breach of :
of Phﬂi‘:' Guneward[:'nf" T:‘:]l:pearinl'-'. pmvmaﬁ;c-s: Shnine st . MINERAL WATERS
i Now that it has been brought to our ; e
in’ our issue f;f the 2nd " January, gofice by the Honourable the Speaker
1948, we Intended to cast no asper- that he personally think; certain parts
sion #n the \ntégrity or the character of the article amount to that, we take
3 2 e A this earliest opportunity of tendering
F’f the, Honourable Me‘mbel corcerned’ sineere iLlM:[i‘H!lﬁ\_; to the House L'U;Z
an®l that we bad no idea Wwhatsoever Jectively and to the Honourable Member
that the language used in the Editorial concerned.
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ur Railway is Nearly
- Ninety Years Old -

‘'['HE Ceremony, which is o

inaugurate the commence-
ment of the Railwdy Works.
will take place on Tuesday, the
3rd August, at b p.m. at g pdint
where the Line crosses the Northern
Extremity of the Cinamon Gar-
dens in Malicha Kande. distant half
a mile north-east from the Moor-
man's Mosqug in  the Marandahn
Road,

“The Ceremony will be conducfed in
an imposing manner by His Excellency
the Governor, Sir Henry Ward, at-
tended by the principal Government
Officials and the Memberg of the Legis-
lative Council.

“Refreshments will be provided by
the Railway Conipany in a large build-
eing erected on the ground.”

Thus ran the *‘birth-notice” of the
Ceylon's first Raillway issued by  the
Agent of the Railway Company and
published by fhe local Press on  July
T, 1858.

The highlight of the Ceremony was
the ““Turning of 'the First Sod”’ by the
Governor.

° °
o * e

IT Was no doubt a great day.
It was past four and the

Euests were walking into the Erounds at
Dematagoda. A large plece of the place
was occupied by a huge hall specially
built for the purpose. Some visitors
even described it ag ‘‘not unlik. the
Crystal Palace,”  Flowers, flags and
buntings formed the usual decorations.
Novelties were small flags with inserip-
tions varying from “Railways” to “Civi-
lization." ‘‘Progress, ' and a huge panel

with “‘God Bless Queen Victoria' in

lluminated letters.

The peak of the roof of the building
Wwas surmounted by & huge replica of o
crowd with the usual Union Jack fut-
tering on high.

The '‘Ceylon Observer’ of August 5,
1858, describeg the gathering thus:
“There has been no such gathering in
Ceylon. . as that of Tuesday last and
nothing could have been better managed
... % . We reached the Trimmphal Arch
at a point where the Maligahakande
Road strikes off from the Main Road at
Marandahn towards the spot prepared
Ior the Ceremony.''

The road was lined with  well-filled
carringes and alive with pedestrians of
all classes in all costumes of every
colour and of every shade of colour,

o:o > 0:0
PHE number of carriages that
passed in from 3 p.m. to 6

p.m. could not have been less than 400,
and the number of spectators including
the masses of natives... could not have
fallen short of 5 or 6 thousands. Of
this number probably some 300 or 400
were European ladies and gentlemen ™

At a few minutes before the scheduled
Ume of the Ceremony, “the Governor
arrived by horse-and-carriage, with a
strong %entourage. The bands of the
50th and the Ceylon Rifles phiyed
appropriate tunes as the rezimental
ranks of the above presented arms in a
guard-of-honour. The Royal Standard
was hoisted.

The Governor and party proceeded to
the spotomarked out for the “Turning
ol the Tirst. 8od.'"" The Chief Resident
Engineer, Capigsin Cumming, handed
the mammotie (silvered, with an ebony
handle) to the Governor. The Right

EX-SERVICEMENS COLONY
PROMISES WELL

s (By
A S destruetive criticism seems
-
to. be the order of the day
the public is perhaps not
aware of the vast strides made
by the ex-Servicemen’s Coloni-
sation Beheme at Polonmaruwa,
What was once a thick jungle, in-
fested by dangerous animals and
malarial mosguitoes is today one
vast field of paddy. The unculti-
vated land too is erving for develon-
‘ment. Succesg has really besn achioved
hy those pioneers who were recruited
from the vast army of ex-Bervicemen
who were thrown oul of emplovment
after. the war, This great scheme is
national in every sense of lhe word
It has not only converted a jungle into
o agricultural ion, thus helping the
country in its struggle for self-suffi-
ciency but also solved to 50Me  extent
the problem of unemployment

It is, however, {o he regretted that
a few ex-Servicemen who obtained eI~
Moyment here do nol seem to be aware
of the natiobal importance of the
scheme.  Their behaviour of late brings
out in strong relief the genergl Iaziness
and the lack of national CONSCiousness
dmong a certain type of Ceylonese.

A proup of these colonists had even
Lo be discontinued as ihey were found
lo be unfif for work. The it ap-
pears, had been allotted by the autha-

rities. after careful experime: a slinple
task of cutting fifteen hot 4 It by 2
tt. by 2 1f. per elght-hour day. Buf

every possible excuse seems (o
been framed by these colonist:
that it was a task beyond the
eity All they could do (th
who wels once dy soldiers)
six holeg per eipht-hour day! Needlesg
E0 say an Average person can cut 95
such holeg In a land under normnl con-
ditions.

have

i
o cut

K. Stephen Perera)

Whal some ¢olonists seem g want: {a
tew of them are actually “fighting" for
W) iz high wages and very little work.

Their conditions of living here gve by
sny standards better than those® of
farmers in any other part of the Island
Wwhere the ordinary villager leads a
hand-to-fmouth existence. The latter
lives in a small hut, which it in this
country more often than not in a mala-
vial @resa. He supported, sometimes,
4 large family, He hag no medieal
attention, no proper clothes to  wear,
and hardly and food except for Lhe
tee he obtains from hig field which is
rationed in these days of austerity

In marked contrast.with this we find
those lucky ex-Servicemen whe  went
over to Polonnaruwa in cemented and
well yentilated Nissen-huts. with CAn-
teens  proper medical attention and
other amenities, And after two years
0f satislactory service s  eolonist is
eliglble for two acres of eultivated land
and a share equal to g profit of 15
Acres of land in this o-operative Farm,
5 fair and e mable,
which tve already
brought under cullivation bear
promise that the Polonnariiwa
1 C will onee again be turned into
what was the gra ry of the Island in
ancient times It is thereforas n pity
that there shpuld be mischief-makers
M o be annoving the authori-
ties merely for the snke of mischief,

A certaln type of colonist seems (o
be takineg g Ppartieular delight in un-
Warranbed 1_IL=:|:,uu;{|.-:11m113 ouigide (e

They are for all purposes and

5oL to w ¢ this great scheme

working so
B,

non

The vast
been

areas

every

amoothly until

rations arg really the
W petly-minded men  infiy-
outside political pre

eneed by

HELTE, A
few Owe seem to be working hard
tor. recoenition among their fellow-men

and cheap popularity among the semi-

educated men,

Reverend Bishop €hapman implored the
Divine Blessing on the operation (o be
started,

A roar of artillery and a burst of
applause greeted the first cut of the
earth by the Governor, The frst® sod
was deposited in a special wheel-barrow
of polished satinwood and ebony.

oo s 0:0
AN amusing sidelight to the
Ceremony was the effort by
the Official Photographer, Mr, Parting
(who introduced the Photographic Art
to Ceylon on June 24, 1856) to record it,
for the benefit of future pgenerations.
The public were enjoined to remember
to keep perfectly still for a few seconds
after the group was arranged.

Buy the ladies were fidgely and annoy-
ing! Mr. Parting's first photograph of
the ceremony was spoill by one of them.
The most conspicnous feature in the
foreground happened to be the back
view of a lady with a “most portentious
breadth of crinoline culminating in a
bonnet of delightful minuteness'”!

'The second pigture was taken provided
ladies that could be kept in order only
were allowed to posel

At 6.30 p.m. the gathering retired (o
the “Crystal’ Palace’” where refresii-
ments were served. Said the Governor
in the course of his speech: “This Fairy,
Palace, this mighty concourse of peonle
—Europeans and Natives, Civil and
Military, Planters and Merchants, Sin-
halese, Tamils and Moormen, what does
1t mean?—except that all feel that
something has been done today  that

Says
Mohammed

.
must affect, for good I trust, the fate
of every man in the Island,*

e * ole

Sm C. J. MacCARTHY, the
Colonial Secretary, propused

Jihe first toast: “The Queen.” Mr C.

P. Layard, the Government Agent of
the Western Province, proposed the
toast of '“The Royal Family,* Mr. H.
B. Thompson, the Queen’s Advocate,
proposed “The Army and the Navy."
Finally, the Governor loasted: “‘Spe-
cess to the Ceylon Railway.™

There were sixteen tables laid for over
600 ts and among the Ceyvlonese who
were “‘Captains of the T#ble". were:
Messrs. H. Dias, Markar, L, P. Chris-

toffelsz, E. H, de Silva, J. H. de

Saram and Dr. Mutukristna.
The Opening Ceremony cost the Rail-

way Company £2,000, an expenditure

Wwhich the Colony had to bear ulti-
mately. The infant gave its first kicks
in & promising way. .
cember of that year: “Work on the first
134 miles from Colombo to Kandy was
fairly started with a staff of about 1,000
coolies and that vlans covering another
13 miles were before the Government
for approval.”' = i

Thus was born the first Oevlon Rail-
way.

Those who ,plan.

and build for

- the future, find . . .

Player's cigarette helps

solve immediate problems.

s

PLAYER'S NAVY cuTt MEDIUM CIGARETTEE
fssued by Colombo Distributors Limited.

-+« the added pleasure of a
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PROBLEM
- FRUSTRATION COMPLEX

4 =Vote and hold your tongues”
not make for

HE following from the Bri-

tish journal, “New States-
man and Nation,” deals with a
problem very similar to that
“which confronts the Leader of
the House in the Ceylon Par-
liament, It will be read with
interest by all those who desire
to study the problem from an
objective viewpoint.—(Editor).

The eng of the Recess is alwavs un-
welcome to & Government. Ministers
can no longer concentrate on their
Departments; and to the conflicts and
anxieties or Whitehall and of the Cabi-
net are ndw added the uncertaintieg of
Question Time and of Debate. Legisla-
tive speed depends very largely on the
suceess of the Leader of the House in
handling two potential storm centres,
the Opposition ang his own supporters.

In the present Parliament the Opposi-
tion has not proved a very formidable
opponent. This is due less to its nume-
rical weakness, than to the mastery
which the Treasury bench has now
achieved. The Opposition is not only
outnumbered, but out-debated and out-
mangeuvred. Ministers have shown
wisdom in conciliating the Opposition
on occasiong when they could have over-
ridden it. Thereby they have saved
parliamentary time by removing the
chief cause of organised obstruction
from the other side of the House. The
Government has established firm but
cordial relations through the usual chan-
nels; and in eaeh Thursday’s discussion

business—a symbolic trial of strength
—Mr. Morrison has proved that a Cock-
ney David's sling is a mateh for the
Churchillian panoply, For this side af
hig work the Leader of the House de-
serves a good deal more praise than he
sometimes gets from supporters who fail
to realise how much goodwill would
have been forfeited by an unfair ex-
ploitation of the Opposition’s weakness.

_ GOVERNMENT’S HANDLING OF ITS

SUPPORTERS

There is g surprising contrast, how-
ever, between the Government’s hand-
ling of the Opposition and of its own
supporters.” Towardg the former it has
shown patience, tact and diplomacy; in
dealing with the latter it has too often
been inclined to take loyalty for granted
S0 long as things go smoothly and to
rely on the Whip when they go badly.
A eynic recently observed that there
would have been no rebellion on foreign
policy had the rebels been handled with
a fraction of the consideration devoted
This, of
course, is exagperation. Gen
and deeply felt differences divided ihe
‘Government from the framers of the
“Grand-Remonstrance'’; but it is pos-
sible that a public explosion might have
been averted if the Prime Minister
and Mr. Morrison bad realised that
confidence must be a two-way relation-

Mr. Meorrison will no doubt reply that
he has been the prime mover in the
relaxation of Standing Orders and in
the formation of Party groups. He could
retort that it is difficult for a Minister
to talk frankly at a Party or group
meeting in the morning when he knows
that he will read a verbatim report of
his speech in the ‘“‘Evening Standard."
He can indeed establish an excellent
defenee, but as an experienced parlia-
mentarian he knows that this is not
enough. Tt is his duty to remedy the
defects in an organisation which was
hurriedly established after an un-
expected parliamentary victory and
before the character of the new parlia~
mentary party was known.

The Labour Party, inside and outside
the House, has-always been more
shaeply disciplined than the Conserva-
Trade Union experience has

tives.
;nadé it impatient of minorities, and
its jeaders—as the Annual Conrerenne

shows—are well verseq In exploiting a
written constitution in order to sup-
press incipient revelt. To the tradi-

OF
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tional demand for conformity is now
added the parlinmentary principle that
& Cabinet is responsibly not to its sup-
porters, but to the whole House, In
opposition, Socialist back benchers were
at least able to elect their own Front
Bench, to assist in the formulation of
policy and to take extensive part in
Debate. In the present Parliament they
can claim no such rights. Their two
duties are to vole and to hold their

es.

PARTY RELATIONS WITH
GOVERNMENT

Under these conditions g sense of
frustration is inevitable. Government
supporters must watch ip silence  the
active participation in debate of Tory
members with only a fraction of their
ability. Sometimes—but much more
rarely than a year ago—they must listen
in silence to an incompetent presenta-
tion of the Socialist case, Long hours
of enforced attendance under these con.
ditions very easily produce a mood in
which revolt seems r.hc only me‘l.hnd of
self-expression .

‘What could be done to ease this sensza
of frustration? No one suggests that
the Parliamentary Party should be trans-
Tormeq into an Australian caucus.
The recent incident, at Canberra, where
the Party ordered the Cabinet to re-
verse its decision on Bretton Woaods,
shows the consequence of giving it con-
trol of politics. The responsibility is
removed from the House to the Com-
mittee room, ang the Cabinet ig placed
at the mercy of the Party boss. MMr.
Attlee and Mr. Morrison have the full
backing of their most critical supporters
in firmly meeting any change in the
relation between the Government and
its supporters which would undermine
the principle of Cabinet responsibility.
The back benchers cannot hope—except
by ‘open revolt—to exercise power.

But do not the weekly Party meetings
and the groups provide just those chan-
nels through which influence ean best
be exerted? Experience indicates that
they do not. Despile a vast improve-
ment in the conduct of business under
the chairmanship of Maurice Webb, a
meeting of several hundred members is
too unwieldy for serious discussion—and
too leaky as well. Moreover, once zn
important issue is formally raiseq in the
Party Meeling, the Government is al-
most bound to make it a matter of con-
fidence. The minority is faced with
the dilemma of either challenging the
Government on the floor of the House,
or withdrawing ignominiously. Nor do
the Party groups at present fulfil a
very useful task. They are too large
and foo heteragenous either to win the
confidence of Ministers, or to discuss,
coherently. One or two groups have
functioned effectively. The Finance
Giroup, for instance, which is really
eomposed of experts, works harmoni-
ously with the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer. The Civil Aviation Group
carly came into conflict with Lorg Win-
stere and Ivor Thomas organised oppo-
sition to them on the floor of the
House, and had the satisfaction of see-
ing mew Ministers take their place.
But, broadly speaking, instead of ve-
rucing frustration, the groups have
increased it.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR BACK-
BENCHERS

The most obvious way to improve
relations would be for Ministers to en-
courage well-informed participation in
debate, The Opposition, like the
TLabour Opposition in past Parliaments,
works: without any rigid separation be-
tween the Front and the Back Benches,
The Government relies exclugively on
the Front Bench for the presentation of
ity case, WMinisters might well regard
their supporters as useful light artillery
in big debates and supply some of them
with ammunition. Consultation, for
instance, between Mr. Barnes and those
back-benchers interested in transgport
would have greatly improved the deba‘e

U. N. P.
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into the det
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to Tory attacks Al T
ing ig unobtainable, and the task of
answering the Opposition is left to the
Front Bench

In the second place, all '\-llta\‘\LLl"

have long ago recognised the need for
intimate relations with journalists,
They spend much time and sometimes
lake considerable risks in briefing cor-
respondents “off the record" so as to
fNsUre ‘a 1'11] statement, of their case in
the Press. But no corresponding ser-
vice is provided for Labour M.P.s who
are far less in the picture than the Prosy
sallery. Wise Ministers are selective
In their contacts with Jjournalists, and
say much more in private thap in full
tonference. No doubf it can be argued
fhat & journalist’s livelihood depends on
feeping confidence and that a Minister
has no guarantee that frank talk with
4 Party group would be equally  res-
nected.  Buf if these fears are justified
-and at present they are—then the
conclusion mugt surely be that ihe
Hroups must be so reconstructed that
Ml of them, instead of a very few,
enjoy the Il.ﬂl confidence of the Minis-
ter. A “good Party' is gi least ag ime«
portant to the Government ag a “‘good
Press.”

FRANK DISCUSSIONS WITH
CRITICS NECESSARY
Consider one or two concrete ex-
amples. The Bil] to nationalise iron
and steel iz mot due till the next Ses-
sion.  Now, surely is the time for
John Wilmot to gather round him a

THE BACK-BENCHER

REBELLION

policy does
support ”

.
aimall

group of M.P.s—some of them
perhaps with no previous knowledge—
who are prepared to study the steel
industry intensively and to begin pre-

paring themselves for the debate on the
Hecond Reading, The same principle
applies to conseription. So far, the
Government hag not m‘rch a very sirong
case for this measure, which will any-
waysmeel, with strong opposition in the
Labowr mavement, Mr, Alexander
would surely be wise to consult with
eome of his crities, and by frank dis-
cussion to oblain some really well-
informed support from the back bench-
¢rg well before the debate. If he
leaves this task until the Bill is tabled,
tie is asking for trouble. -

The Leader of the House would be
wise to give a gpod dea) of his atten-
ton to this problem of the relations of
the Government with its subporters.
Formal machinery of consultation is not
cnough.  What is needed is the accep-
lanee by Ministers generally'of three
prineiples; first, that ““off the record'’
digcussions are as necessary with back
henchers as with the Press; second,
that such discussions should be regarded
not merely as an arduoug addition to
Ministerial duties, but as a source of
positive assistance; and third, that
M.P.s, like journalists, are usually
trustworthy, just to the degres to which
they arve trusted. No Government
has ever had a keener or able Party
behind it. It woulg be a pity if its
keenness were blunted because ifs ability
Wag not used.

(Copyright) .
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BACK BENCH FRUSTRATION

Tur system of Parliamentary
Government is new to this
country_ and many people ap-
pear «to find it difficult fo
accustom themselves to the
new order. The procedure in
the days of the State Couneil
was for each member to be a
law unto himself and the
Ministers were at the merey of
back benchers because they
had to canvass for support for
their respective schemes. They
in turn paeiﬁea back bench
critics by the process of atiend-
ing to the wants of various con-
stituencies.

Undey the new system of
Party Government the back
bencher has been relegated to
the position of being part of a
voting machine. Having joined
a Party or a group which has
thrown in its lot with the Gov-
ernment, Party the members on
the Government side find
themselves in the role of 100k-
ers on, This has created &«
sense of frustration and mur-
muring is going on every day
against the system which gives
the i’u‘llest possible freedom of
expression only to those in the
Opposition who are often very
third rate exponents of stock
theories. The back bencher
on the Government side is cer-
tainly in a difficult position.
Many of them are young men
who entered Parliament with
high hopes of high endeavour.
To fing that they cannot hit
the headlines without becom-
ing rebellious in the process is
certainly something they never
expected. That this is not
something peculiar to this
country may be seen from the
article published in this issue
which deals with the difficul-
ties of back benchers in the
British House of Commons.

The first session of the Par-
liamen{ has placed a heavy
strain on Ministers and mem-
bers alike. It hag been an un-
usual session in many respects
and there has the
fime in which to settle down to
a4 policy of consultation
back bench opinion,

not been
with
It is pos-
sible that this lack of consulta-

tlon has created a feeling of
| restlessness particularly among

the more progressive indivi-
duals in the Party.
An attempt or two, however,

has been made to have Party
Conferences and form study
groups in order to keep back
benchers adequately informed
of changes in policy, This will
have to pbe done on a wider
seale if the Party is to be kept
together throughout the foitrs

years of battle stiil left to
fight, One important point
emerges. I is easy enough in

England where the TLabour

Party has set out with g clear

cut plan of nationalising
according to a full blooded pro-
gramme which had been out-
lineq for several years before
Labour got, its firsy real chance
of implementing its avowed
plans. The back bencher in the
Labour Government is likely to
knnow what Government, policy
would be on particular issues.

Even these factors have not

completely kept down the re-
bellious spirit of younger mem-
bers of the Parliament who
have on more than one occa-
sion expressed their views in
strong terms. Again there
have been a few occasions
when groups of Labour M.P.s

have voted against the Gov-.

ernmeng or on the other hand
have refused to vote either
way. It must be remembered
that a group or two of Labour
M.P.s can afford to take an in-
dependent atitude sometimes
because the Government, Party

Is mumerically *so superior to

the meagre strength of -fg;he .

Opposition. that a certain
degree of independence can be
conceded to back beneh opi-
nion,

In our own Legislature there
are two important difficulties.
In the first place the Govern-
ment Party does not count too
great a majority over the
Opposition Parties and cannot
therefore afford a loss of face
caused by its back benchers
refusing to vote with it.
Secondly the policy of Govern-
ment we regret to admit is not
as yet clearly defined. It is
true that this admission may
be ;J.SEd against us by those
who have nothing to do but
spend their time making traps
for fools. We have not deye-
loped as a Party with the hoary
traditions ' of Party Govern-
ment behind us but under the
adventitious aid of the Soul-

bury Constitution which made

it imperative for a Cabinet sys-
fem to be suecessfully worked
in Ceylon. Np sooner had we
accepted the Constitution than
we had to face a General Elec-
tion. The interim periog was
insufficient in which to thrash
out clear cut issues of policy.
In general, however, the Party
has decided on implementing &
policy of Efficient Socialism
and it will be the duty of Cabi-
net Minisfers and the Party
Whip tg keep close econtact
with back bench opinion on

the practical steps to be
taken to implement this
policy.

.

THE COMING CEYLON

{EYLON has emerged from
a feudal system during
Trecent times. Little traces of
that system are still left to
remind the present generation
of the days gone by, Then agricul-
ture was the chief oecupation of the
beople. But it was done mainly to
earn one's bread more than for any
other purpose. Trade was almost un-
known to the people of Ceylon then.
This wag the Oeylon of the past.,

The present situation is an entirely
different one, Politically Ceylon has
advanced more thap any other country.
Having been a Crown Colony anly one
and a half centuries ago, Ceylon is now
a Dominion, From the lowest rung of
the British Imperial ladde » Cevlon hag
nhow reached the top-most rung. Thanks
are due to our leaders like the Hon.
Mr. D, S. Senanayake and Sir Oliver
Goonetilleks for this achievement in so
short a time which ig undoubtedly a
happy augury for the future gredthess
of Cevlon, .

In the last century, the administra-
tion of Ceyvlon was placed in the hands
of a forgigner who had no interest st
all In Ceylon’s welfare, The Governor
Was everything and it was left o him
to decide on any matter concerning her

Tuture, That wag the situation a few

decades ago. But, now everything rests

upon the people of Ceylon themselves.
Therefare it is for them to make or
mar their future, At present all
schemes for development are drawn up
and puf into operation by men wh‘aﬁ\
the people have calleg upon.to ‘do s0.
They are true patriots and men with
experience and ability.  They will have

the interests of the people at heart and
carry out their duties acecordingly,

The Industrial Revolution hag begun
Yo assert its influence over Ceylon ohly
now. Machinery is being used in
various sgricultural and industrial acti-
vities. In the lands brought under
the colonization scheme in the Dry
Zone machinery iz being used to a B
extent.  The factories openeq by the
Government now use different kinds of
engines to carry on their work. All
these peint to the fact that Ceylon is
safe in the hands of those who  have
been responsible for these accomplish-
ments.  These further beay evidence
that the coming Ceylon will be brighter
than the past or present Ceylon,

At the beginning of this century only
about fifteen per gent, of the pegple
were found to be literate. Now ghe
rate of literacy has risen uy. Although
the methods of education did not geve
equal opportunities in the past, _the
future will see a much better educa-s
tional ‘system. Then there 1s no dohbt
that theve will be 100 per cent. literacy

(Continued rm. page .31
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The Renaissance

THE Malaya Union had

perished unwept, un-
honoured and unsung, Despe-
rate efforts were made to
revive the body but there was no
spark of life left. It was dead as
mutton. Out of the depths of humi-
liatlon and suffering they under-
went under the Japanese, the
Malays emerged into the surface, with
the grim determination that they would
no longer be strangers in their own
country. There were no foreign cor-
respondents to splash flaming headlines
in the world Press the story of the
silent and almost bloodless revolution
by which the Malays recovered their
lost heritage and pride of race.

Heedless of the new spirit of Natfun-
alism which had transformed the lives
of the Malays, the British Sovernment
formulated g scheme of constitutional
reforms for Malaya, which was known
as the Nalaya Union without consult-
ing the Malays. The history of Malaya
Union is interesting ang instructive, It
furnishes valuable lessons to  Cevlon,
particularly on the question of citizen-

The Malayan Association in England,
composed of British businessmen, in
consuliation with Chinese and Indian
magnates, submitted the plan known
as the Malaya Union to the Colonial
Office. The National Government
under the leadership of the Arch Im-
perialist Churchill accepted the scheme.
It was based on the premise that Malaya
did not belong to the Malays but to the
mixed communities, e.g.. British, In-
dian and Chinese. They were prepared
to confer dual citizenship on the Chin-
ese and Indians, since the Chinese and
Indian Governments were not prepared
to relinquish their rights over their
nagionals. The Chinese Government
in particular had always maintained a
strict control on her citizens, living in

She once refused the request of the
Malayan Government to permit a Chi-
Dege layer to become a British subject
in order to be made a judge of the
‘Bupreme Court.

With the grant of dual citizenship to
the Chinese and Indians, they proposed
the formation of a strong Centra] Gov-
ernment, into which the Straits Settle-
ments, Tederated and - Unfederated
Malay States were to be incorporated
In order to facilitate the entry of ithe
Federated and  Unfederated Malay
States into the Union, the Sultans were
to be stripped of all their powers and
to be reduced to the role of spiritual

of the Malays. The treaties
g the British had entered with the
Sultans to protect them against exter-
nal aggression and preserve their inter-
nal sovereignty were to be treated as
mere scraps of paper.

The aim ang object of making the
Sultans veritable puppets was to exploit
the rich natural resources of their
States by an influx of cheap sweated
labour from the faminestricken  dis-
tricts of China and India. The Sultans
had in the past resolutely refused to
countenance any scheme of exploitation
which would hold them in perpetual
bondage to foreign capitalists. Planta-
tations will spring into existence. Chin-
nese and Indian coolies will troop 1in
increasing numbers. The Malay pea-
sants will be stripped off their holdings
to make room for estates. The price the
Sultans had to pay for their vigilance
in protecting the welfare of their sub-
jects was liguidation.

The principle feature of the Malayan
Union was exploitation on a gigantic
scale.  Pre-occupied with planning re-
volutionary  changes in the domestic
sphere, the PBritish Government with-
out any appreciation of realities of the
situation proceeded to implement this
scheme. Since no Malayan civma.n
was prepared to proceed on the mission
of epercing the Sultans to sign  their
death warrants by consenting to the
Malaya Union, Sir  Harold Mach
Michael, who had never seen serviee in
NMalaya wag entrusted with the tnsk_.
APmed with the authority of the Cabi-
net to depose any Sultan who refused
oto fonsent on the ground of collabora-
tlon with the Japanese,. hg came to
Malava when the drums of war had
hardly ceased to beal. He succeeded
in his policy of #ntimidation.

|

{(By  Z.

IMEE British Government

' in & eleft stick. The tr
were still in force. Rumours had ¢
veady reached England tliat the consent
of the Sultang had been obtained under
duress. Britigh eivilians, headed by
the veleran Sir Frank Sweetenham had
Already taken cudgels on behali of the
Malays, The debate in Parlinmont
had revealed that many members were
shockeq by the caviller freatment meted
out to the Sullans. The Government,
however, ignored all the starm signals
angd proceeded €5} inaugurate the
Malaya Unlon in the teeth of Malay
opposition,

The Malay were not idle, They rea-
lised that their doom would be sealed
if the Malaya Union came in to exist
ence, They sent the flery- 'a5g of revolt
throughout Malaya. The g temper
of the Malays was evident in the fre-
quent riots which took place between
the Malays and Chinese. Under the
inspiring leadership of Dato Om Bin
Jaafar, the United Malay National Or-
ganization wag formed. It was the sole
representative body of the Malays. It
was enthusiastically supporteq by the
Malays, rulers and  subjects  alike.
There was not & single dissentient voice
to challenge ity supremacy.

On April 1st, 1946, a particularly
appropriate day, the Malaya Union was
inaugurated. Dato Jaafar flung a
decree that no Malay should join any
council set up by the Malayan Order-

D.

of the Malay

Musafer)

E the Prosg
due to the no

indigenouys

communities, The In rim  Indian
Government had already enuncimed
the principle that only Indlans wor d
be allowed to frame the Constitution

of TIndis despite the
British that

pratests of the

ey should be ‘cons

Ilted in
view of { fact that the prosperity of
India was dependent on the capial,
they have sunk ip Indin. Thy M }

leaders are in full accor lance wifh the
prjneiple enunciateq by ‘the Indian
leaders, They are nreparcd to welcome
85 Malavan ecitizens the Chinese and
Indians who look upon Malays fs their
homeland .

Mr. Senanayake's blunt but states
manlike utterance to the Ceylonese in
Malaya that they should choosg either
Ceylon or Malava ag their homeland
evoked deep admiration in Malay oir-
cles. Unlike Chinese and Indian
politicians, who deny citizenship to
foreigners in their own countries and
demangd it for their nationals in foreign
lands, Mr. Senanayake has put into
practice what he had advocated in
Ceylon as far as Ceylonesg in  foreign
countries are concerned. Today Ceylon
is facing the same problem of dual
citizenship. It is ironieal to reflect thag
the Leftist parties of Ceylon are advo-
cating the policy of dual citizenship,

-

' back-
neg-

ghe

Wt l..
lected, |

wotld

e dual citizenship,

«THE COMING CEYLON
o (Continued from page 4)

among the people. Man ¥y new methods
are being devised to I:J[}:Ilt sgainst our
chief enemies, malaria and the "‘Reds
of Russia. Already there are mMany
schemes in operation.eEven other mea-
sures. have been taken in the spliere
of health work, There iz 5 bright
fufure for the youth of Ceylon in thesze
fields. The Government will do its
best to make the future cifizens  of
Ceylon healthy-minded devoid of the
“Red menace,!

Due to the political advancement step
by step, Cevlon was backward in other
spheres. Now that gur ambition has
been realiseq we can rely on our leaders
to improve the wital conditiong nepes-
sary for the well-being of the people.
No doubt they will champion the cause
of the peasantry very bravely and
achieve complete success. Already many
schemes are afloat and the ®uture Cey-
lon promises to be much brishter than
it has been in the preceding years.

S. M. HANTFFA.

in-Council, The Sultans refused to
attend the inaugural function, which
turned out to be a fiasco in view of the
absence of any Malay representative.
To uge a irite expresSion it was like
staging Hamlet without the Prince of
Denmark. Black flagy were promin-
ently displayed all over Malava. These
Wwere many demonstrations by the
Malays shouting the slogan, “‘Long live
the Sultans.”

* ge ok

Amm\mn by the remarkable
unanimity of the Ma!nﬁvs in
boyeotting the Malaya Union, the
Socialist Government, at last paid heed
lo the voice of reason. The Malaya

Union wag strangled al ite hirth. They

sought the co-operation of the Malay
leaders to hammer oui a constitulion
in which the rights of the Malays as
members. of the only indigenous com-
murity in Malaya, would be preserved.
A Committee, consisting of the  Sul-
tans, Britisy officials and Malay lead-
ers, was formed. After prolonged con-
suljations the Joint Committee sub-
mitted the constitution®l proposals for
& FPederation of Malava.

A careful analysis of the constitution
will reveal that the Malays had scored
a signal triumph. The sovereignty of
the Sultans is unimpaired. They, how-
ever, will be constitutional rulers. of
their States. Prowizion is made for
the establishment of an Executive
Council and a Council of State with
legislative power to assist the Sultan in
each State. The official language will
be Malaya in the States.

In view of the large floating popula-
tion of Chinese and Indians, which had
already converted the Malays into a
minarity, the problem of citizenship
bristled with difficulties. The Joint
Committee solved it by laying down
ceftain condifions by which members
of the non-indigenous population can
aequire Malayan citizenship. They are
more severe than those laid down by
Mr. Senanayake in his discussions with
the representatives of the Indian Gov-
ernment to give right of citizenship to
Indians,

The members of the non-indigenous
population can acquire right of ecitizen-
chip if (a) they were born in Malaya
and been resident in Malaya for not
lesg than 10 out of 15 years preceding
their applications, or (b) if they were
resident in Malaya for not less than 15
oute of 20 vears immediately preceding
their application. They must have an
adequate knowledge of English or
Malay. They must sign sworn declara-
tions that they are {rue and faithful
Mayalan citizens.

oAl

E Malays are prepared to
weleome those who consider
Malaya as their homeland. Vested

DPhorre /V.
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Art & Letters

MHE study of the poetry of
John Donne is carried on
intensively in the higher forms
of Ceylon schools s.md .in the
_ Ceylon' University, and this
writer is certainly most stimulating
Our modern prose is fundamentally
different from the prose of the®17th
ecentury, and any one who dips into
the prose writings of Donne iz sure
to find it most exhilarating. Modern

prose, subtle as % sometimes is  the
hands of a great master, usually lacks

an element of magnificence, and _is
meant to be more or less utilitarian.
Our language has settled. It has be-

come  precise. It has been to some
extent petrified by grammatical exact-
TIess. It does not flow according to
some tremendous inner rhythm of the
mind. It looks as if most  writers,
arel some of them are major writers,
are not deeply concernedg with form but
‘are merely content to make themselves
understood. There is no fine exuber-
anece. Donne can be as scientifically
precise ag any meodern writer, but this
funetion leaves room always for  lei-
surely flight® of the imagination which
faculty unfortunately is cribbed,
cabined and confined amonsst contem-
parary writers. One catches the
saviour of the old love of language in
Santayana even in the most scholarly
and acute of his philosophical writings.
But writers like Sir James Jeans invari-
ably keep their style within  the
smallest possible compass of words.
One reason for this might possibly be
that a writer is influenced by his read-
ers, We have no time for leisurali-
ness which the men of an earlier day
seemed to possess in abundance. 1t
must not also be forgotten that the

period ol

seventeenth century was &
lan-

formation in which the English :
guage was still in its early stages of
fluidity and a great writer had more
opportunity than there is at the pra-
sent® day, when the process of harden-
ing has -slowly taken place, to mould
il according to his genius ang his spe-
pific and individual demands for ex-
Donne iy one of those writ-

pression.

ters of an earlier age who will com-
pletely repay study. He has written
abundantly, and the available works

fills sixg volumes, the whole of which is
a fairly formidable field to wander in.
but dipping into which brings ample
rewards. This is evident from the sx-
tracts which have been made in a really
fasecinating volume. This is evident
from the extracts which have been
made in a really fascinating volume
published by the Nonesuch Press which

gives the best selections from  his
copious works.
* [ ] *
UT Donne is one of those

learned writers who is best
studied through some guide, “A Study
of the Prose Works of Donne’ by Eve-
Iyn M, Simpson (COLOMEO BOOK
CENTRE) provides g scholarly introduc-
tion to this writer. We discern in it
the sources from which Donne derived
his learning. He was & great reader
of the ancient Fathers, and from them
he lesrnt death and subtlets in the
handling of the deepest problems affect-
ing human life and the mysteries that
surround man. He was g great Latin-
ist but was not so very conversant with
Greek, the great writers of which lan-
guage he reag mostly in Latin transla-
fions of their works. If there iz any
clement of mystery in Donne, it must
be traced to the fact of his transcen-
dent genius which whilst it eommuni-
cates much of himself yet Tetaing
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much in an impenetrable shadowland.
Genius is always possessed of an in-
definable element, and Donne possessed
it in g pre-eminent degree; No .bio-
graphy or criticism can extract this
ultimate content of a man's diverse
mind. When allowances sre made for
his lack of artistry ang other deficiefl-e
cies, we have still the impression that
all he has positively achieved entitles
him to be considered one of the wery
greatest sources of power in 17th cen-
tury literature, and that he must be
accorded a place besides such mighty
names as Ben Johnson and  Franeis
Bacon. Donne’s ancestors wers people
whe took & hand in moulding the course
of English history, and there were
scholarg of eminence amongst his for-
bears, It is not surprising,k therefore,
that from his very earliest years,
Donne had that “sacred hunger for
scienee’’ or ‘‘the hydroptique immode-
rate desire of humane learning’ which
characterised him throughout his life.
His learning had not that humanistie
bent which solely occupied the minds
of men like Thomas Moore, Colet or
Ascham, but were mainly theological,
metaphysical and legal. He was also
very deeply versed in controversial lite-
rature which gave his mind a keen and
cutting edge. Augustine and Ayuinas
had great inuuence upon the develop-
ment of his own mind. There 15 there-
fore in Donne's mind a tremendous in-
tellectual background, and his prose in
its allusiveness, richness and novelty of
phrase and expression can be under-
stood from the forces which combined
to give it its special and fascinating
character, In spite, however, of this
specifically medieva) equipment,  Miss
Simpson says that “‘he brought to these
studied a mind which, though trained
in medieval methods, was in some ways
strikingly modern. He was by nature,”’
she continues, summing up his main
features ag a writer ang thinker, “‘bold,
restless and rebellious, impatient of
convention, and he had  alse that
ardent love of truth which is the pro-
perty of no particular age, but which
always distinguishes its owner from the
mass of writers who are content to re-
peat parrot-like the fashionable caich-
words of the day. Originality .and
audacity are two of the marks of his
poetry, and in g less degree they dis-
tinguish his prose, though here he
founded no new school and  exerted
mueh less influence on the  literary
development of his successors. Alike
in' poetry and prose he took the
medieval philosophy which was  the
groundwork of hiz thought and let the

JOHN DONNE .

-

searchlight of his genius play on b47
till il assumed new and [antastic
forms. "' Obviously, a prose style so
very cumous and composed of such
strange compounds and allied with =&
genius in many ways unigue coulg not
become very popular though it  has
the power of always rousing interest and
sustaining it in any reader who appre-
ciates the sound and sense of great,
rhythmic prose. The fonnding of a
school of imitiative writers was appa-
renlly not for John Donne. Such a
result was easier of achievement ior
Dryden. :
* ® *

ONNE'S ming saw analogies

everywhere. In this he had
a tremendous fertility. Even his most
fanciful illustrations if carefully looked
into *wil] be discovered to be most subtly
appropriate to illustrate aptly the
peculiar bias of his thonght. In his
world of comparison, there are ng tri-
vialities. Even the most slightly ima-

gery can take on a tremendous mezaning

in the context which he has®created
for it. His range of choice in this
matter appears to be wider than any of
his contemporaries dreamed of, and
they had the sense of novelty by his
deliberate choice. Flowers, fruitg and
other aspects of nature he avoided as
having been made commonplace by the
usage of those who preceded him. In
this prose, his comparisons are with
circles, maps, engravings, elephants,
whales, the discoveries of strange lands
in his day, scholastic theories and
other strange terms which he incorpo-
rated with the appropriateness of a
master who knows the value of the new
material and uses them with the very
best results. We can always go back
to Donne with delight, the delight that
comes from the assurance of many and
repeated surprises. It iz great refresh-
ment from the level tones of modern
pros. One little extract might give a
taste of his peculiar flavour. “Methusa-

leh,"” Donne says, speaking of the end-

less day that follows the night of
death, “‘with all hig hundreds of years,
wag bubt a mushroom of & might's
growth, fo this day, and all the four
monarchies, with all their thousands of
years, and all the powerful kings and
all the beautiful queens of the world,
were but as a bed of flowers, some
gathereg at siz, some at seven, some at
eight, all in one morning in respect of
this day.” Surely here is-ample sti-
mulus for our minds, habituated to the
spick and regular prose of the con-
temporary world.

[ =3
] HOPE the “Rising Lanka"
crusade is not one of those
products of temporary passion
and enthusiasm which die off
soon. It is an excellent idea
anyhow to open a campaign to pat-
ronise loeal industries by wearing
clothes made of locally produced
textiles, consuming food prepara-
tioms made in the island, and using
locally manufactured articles in pre-
ferenee to imported ones.
~ The only snag in our locally manu-
lactured articles is that they cannot
maintain their stendards. It is not the
shortage of materials but the short-
sightedness of the manufacturer, who
inks that onee he lias established his
business he could palm off unything on
the customers.,

Some’ years ago locally made sopks
were durable and attractive, .

But when evervong started buying
Iocally made socks, the quality was
reduced until the customers abandoned
them in despair and SWOTe never to buy
such socks,

It was the same story with a local
brand of matches.

U_mil the local manufacturers change
their outlook local industries may not
catch on as the organisers of “Rising
Lanka' hope,

WHAT THEY SAID

MORE gems have fallen from
the lips of our public men.
Here Iz a culling:—

“There will no more be an Indo-
Ceylon problem. Each understands the
other’s position. When we understand
each other it will not” be diffieult to put
it all into legal form."—Premier Sena-
nayake (in Madras).

‘‘Some educationists in the Island
maintain that education without religion
is no education. Why cannot the same
principle be applied to  Buddhist
schools? Why cannot Buddhism be
taught in Christian schools?—Mr. €.
W. W. Kamnangara,

“Do not concentrate on a few cents
that others get, or on a pair of boots,
or on anything else as the case may he,
because it might overshadow and domi-
nate the main purposs of the service,
Try lo serve the public adequately and
effectively, "—Mr. S§. W. R. D. Ban-
i ike ilo Sani v 1 i ).

“I feel very happy to sep the unity
between the two sister communities, the
Sinhalese and the Moors, which I have
been fostering since my entry into the
political arena of this country. ' —Sena-
tor A. R. A. Rareek, »

TAIL-PIECE '
VERHEARD at & CoiomBo
shop:

_ “Don't buy me anything big. darling,
Just something small and expen®ive,

-
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massacre of

cents at Melbourne, That,

I think, sums up the Third Test
which ended early this week
with two days to spare, in the

the inno-

rout of India. It is true that
rain once again did take a hand in
the game but, even if it did not do
50, I doubt whether India would
] hsva made a match of it. Admit-
j tedly, the loss of the to0ss  went.
i
&

L —

against the tourists but this disadvan-
tage was neutralised by the dizmissal
i the powerful Australian team for
under 400. Mankad ang Sarwate then
i Yaised hobes of a glorious Indian yie
fory when they rattled up over 120 runs
in as many minutes for the first
i wicket. But with Sarwate's dismissal
I there followed what must now be re-
garded as the usual Indian collepse and
it wag. left* to Mankad, to whom fel]
the honour of being the first Indian to
score a century in Test crickel in Aus-
tralia, and Phadkar to help their side

¥

to even the Tairly vespectable
Just under 300, which they eventually
reached. Going out for a kill, Amar-
nath declared and then it wag that
Bmclmnn showed his gkill ag a skipper
Ot g wicket full of terrory after over-
night rain, he decideg to sacrifice his
tail-enders till the liveliness had dried
out of the pitch. Thus it was  that
India claimed 4 for 32, when Morris
and Bradman came together in a fifth
wicket stand which was destingg to

total of

change the whole complexion of the
game.
While Bradman raced into his second

century for the mateh and thus scored,
for the first time in his all-conquering
Career, a twin century in '"Test cricket,
Morris gave a display of relentless con-
centration, which spelt disaster for the
Indians, A leag of 358 runs was re-
garded by Bradman as being sufficlent
10 declare his innings closed on the
fourth day of the maten and so it
proved to be as the tourists cut no ice
at all in the fourth innings and went
down tamely {o Bill Johnston and Ian
Johnson for a paltry 125,

3 "THE bells of 1948 will certainly
. ring in a merrier tone than
1947, in spite of the evil aspects

of planets and also notwith-

. standing the appearance of the
- comet of which we already
ommented in the public Press.

_We are glad to mention in spite of
these world clouds of adversity Ceylon
‘will make great history and make ap-
. Dreciable headway and attract much
- attention and will fill & worthy place in

e the mavp of the world, under the able
=g and practical leadership of the veternn
o Statesman, Mr, D, S. Senanayake, and
B his Dowertil Giowernrent snd hio able
- Ministers. z
- There will be marked commercial
e prosperity in Cevlon in various  and
i varied directions. Rubber and other
IE liquid substances will have a slow but
L summs;]mt
¥ _ Therefore, judging from mundane

. Astrology the citizens who are directly
: responsible in making Cevlon cut a
A niche in the “Temple of Fame' are un-

X 1 f Mr. G. C. 5. Cores, the re-
- ~ presentative of Ceylon in London, who
- is certainly a born diplomat who, if
[; not superior is eed equal to any of

the diplomats the West has produced
within living memory.
i Mr, D, S. Senanayake who is abso-
lutely a _ practical man, the like . of
¢ ~Which Ceylon will not Ssi:e cmtm"r many
/ ‘generatlong fo come. liver Goone-
r tilleke, the Minister of Home Affairs,
- who has one of the best brains of the
% world's living personalities today, will
‘not be easily eclipsed in an hour of
difficulty, and the galaxy of Parliamen-
tarians and Senators who are certainly
men of outstanding ability, The Inde-
‘pendent Members of Parlinment are the
vital pivot on which the greatness of
 thig Islad hangs today.
Ll 5 [}
HE world will] make vast pro-
gress in air transport and Cey-
lon will add its worthy quota to the
same and much credit will be reflected
on the galvanic Minister, Mr. J, L.
Kotelawala.
' The power of the Press the world nver
Wil come to the forefront in ereating
a healthy public opinien, and the
Ceylon journals will wield much infiu-
ente in this direction.
There will be a reconstruction of the
British Government or an entive change
thereof based on Fascist principles, New
Ziealand and the Eastern States of Ame-
rica will experience @ violenf  storm
causing much damage. :
Jupiter's and Saturn's evi] aspects will
delay, the reforms of the West Indies,
while Saturn’s evil influence indicates
the Massing away of a pgreat world

- AN ASTRO‘LOGER LOOKS AT
19438
(By Prof. S. S. Laksadipathy)

Ieader. | Hence we forewarn that Stalin
should be careful and cautious of his
health and life. The samg could be
said of Queen Wilhelming of Holland.
The position of Saturn is  inimical
bothi for Brazil and Japan. The Presi-
dent of the former country will experi-
ence evil days, and the latter counlry
will be rocked with a terrible earti-
quake with disastrous consequences, The
world will alsp for the same reason wit-
ness the passing away of 3 great Labour

leader.
e F* 5]

THE evil aspects of malificy on

the appearancs of the Comet

indicates riots, bloodshed or a small

civil war in Eastern Bengal and in most

parts of Pakistan on an unprecedented
scale.,

The development of the Atomic Bomb
will make rapid and marvellous progress
and preal attempts will be made to con-
trol the same.

France will be confronted with great
crises with General de Gaulle as the
central fipure.

The 1948 Derby winner at Epsom will
be & woman owner. Women will play a
prominent part in wpolities throughout,
and hence they will come to the lime-
light of publiclty.

The Postal Department will make
great headway reflecting high eredit on
the Postmaster-General whose planetary
positions are at its zenith.

Cinema, Dramga and Dancing
makle vast progress throughoit
world, and Ceylon in particular,
proprietors of the above concerns
make vast profits,

Belgium and Caleutta will be invo]ve_d
in a political crisis, The Anglo-Ameri-
can finance and trade relations will ap-
preciably improve and both countries
will score very much materially, parpi-
cularly the latter countrv. Delhi will
also be a scene of trouble and unrest.

Acute differences will arise between
U.5.A. and Russia, and though the
mighty nations will stare daggers at
each other we definitely Tule out the
possibility of & world war.

We take this special opportunity to
mention that His Excellency the Gover-
nor and Lady Moore will leave the
shores of our Island home with laurels
and distinetions thick on them.

We are conseious that the stars only
indicate and never dictate, “impel,
but not compel." We are also well
aware that the stars rule the foolg unld
wise men guide them. Therefore it is
the duty of all mortals to be benefited
by the occult sciences and become crea-
tors of eclreumstances and not creatures
thereof,

There 1s every possibllity of Mr, Tru-
man being made President of the United
States again,

will
the
and
will

EO0 Lo Sydney in the
Position of beitg 2 up with
2 to play and it 15 almost certain that,
weather permitting they will clean up
Tndin in the remaining fwo Tests

Australia now
impregnable

as

well. Taken by ang large, I think Lheat
the showing of (ha Indiang in st
cricke hasg confirmed my earlier afe-
ment (for which, ncidentally, a fellow
seribe took ma to 1 k) thai the In-
dians, without Me i, Modi and
Mushtaq All, are 51 ¢ An emasculated
side the it ntight have been beti i
the lour was called off. Mankae,
Amarnath Hazare and Phadkar have
all dong their bit but, there are far too
many pe S 1N the team to give
it any chance at al in serious  Teft
ericket My only hope Lhe
Indians will have learnt, usetnl
lessons from thig tour which will stand
them in good stead when they next
enter the atea of Te c]'lck-rit. by
which time natienal unity may have
returned to Tndia, L]
-
*
ITENNIS lso comeg into this

review in & fairly big way,
The Indian Tennis Championshing are
NOW in progress in Madras, and Cevlon
15 Very strongly represented by Koo de
Saram and Sheila Robe 5, who are the
Singles champions of Ceylon. In addi-
tion to these two, there is ¥, Q. de
Saram and Doris Fonseka to bolster up
Ceylon’s challenge and it is quite on
the cardg that more than one title will
cross the Palk Strait and be brought
to Ceylon.
I watched a little of the tennis that
went into the making of ihe Men's

7
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Singles final {n the Galte 1
and I must say that I wag
appointed af the slandard
Neither Ernest nor Abeyratne  ever
showed anything like championship
class and I am alraid Ceylon's tennig
future is rather bleak, Those in the
top Hight now are all In their thirties
and no Youngster has come to light
With the remotest chanes of ® m:uk-in,-_x.
the prade What i urgently needed
5 a filly qualified tennis coach and the
iblishment of some ‘murseries'
‘here the voung ideg eoulg be trained
on the proper lir

l'ournament
rather dis-
reached.

From the tennis doldrums in

Cevlon
o the dizzye heights  of

professicnal

ténnig s very far ecry but the time
Tactpr brin them together, Jack
Kramer, who ig the 1 b 1ecruit to
the ranks of the professionals, has

begun hiz series of matches with Bobby
Riggs and, after losing the first two
matehes, has won the third An Ame-
riean sports magazine which came into
my hands the other day, contained an
article on Kramer in %hich it was
stated that Kramer had expressed con-
fidenae that hig type of play, which
is offensive rathier than defensive,
would alw, give him the whip-hand
over Rigps, In an earlier issue of the
same magazine Riges had asserted that
he had figured out Kramer's play and
that he had no doubt of his ability to
beat Kramer at any time,

Some of the leading amateurs in Ames
rica were inclined to scoff at this state-
ment by Riges but the faet that Riggs
has won two of the three matches playved
50 far sugeests that Rizgs was not talk-
ing out of turn.
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OUR KANDY OFFICE

We have pleasure in announcing

that from the 3rd January, 1948

our

KANDY OFFICE has been

removed to our own building'in

WARD STREET, KANDY:

With better and more spacious

accommodation the

KANDY

BRANCH will be in a position

to give their

Kandy clientele

better service and attend to all

-
their insurance needs.

Ceylon Insurance Co. Ltd.
COLOMBO,
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Now showing daily at 3.15,
REGAL 615 & 9.30 p.m.
Morning Shows on Sat. & Sun, at [0.15 a.m,

THESE ARE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO BREED THE MIGHTY
STALLIONS...THE WILD LIFE AND RECKLESS LOVE STORIES THAT
3 SELDOM COME OUT OF THE CALIFORNIAN RANCHES !
This is the story of a man who threw away his love for the sake of his
horses !
RONALD * ALEXIS
* " REAGAN * SMITH
ZAGHARY SCOTT

+» in Warner's

“STALLION ROAD?”
with ®

y PEGGY KNUDSON. LLOYD CORRIGAN

E s TI c Now showing daily at 3.15,
MA] 615 & 9.30 p. m.
SPECTACULAR FANTASY ON ICE SPARKLING WITH BREATH-
TAKING SKATING AND |ICE-HOCKEY: !
SONJA * MICHAEL

HENIE O’SHEA
IN

. “IT'S APLEASURE”

IN TECHNICOLOR

| | JANUARY 9, 194
- DON’T FORGET!

When celebrating the grant of
DOMINION STATUS and THE
DAWN OF INDEPENDENCE
to eall up 5402 for ‘a

SUITABLE MENU

in genuine Eastern Style.

N,

N

We cater for all parties
Big or small io be held
in your: homes or in our
COOL AND COMFORT-
ABLE ROOMS

PiLawooS

117 KEYZER ST.—160 SECOND CROSS ST.
COLOMBO.,

Now showing daily at 3.15,

EMPIRE 6.15 & 930 p.m.

H.ilerious]rcmanl:ic adventures of a Canadian soldier holidaying in an

English family !

“THIS MAN IS MINE”

starring:
TOM WALLS. GLYNIS JOHNS
ey MNBBECESAHS.

N Ew oLY M PIA Now Showing Daily at

3-15, 6-15 & 9-30 p.m.
Morning shows on Sat. & Sun. at 10.15 a.m

MEET THE GIRL...\WHO INSPIRED THE MAN ... WHO WROTE
THE SONGS THAT SET AN ERA AFLAME !

“l WONDER WHO’S KISSING HER NOW?”

« Starring

JUNE HAVER =] MARK STEVENS with
MARTHA STEWART g REGINALD GARDINER

Also Showing — Latest Movietone News,
SKINNERS RD., SOUTH

C R 0 w N MARADANA — Phone 3866,

DAILY AT 6-15 and 930 P. M.
Matinee Sat. and Sun. 2-30 p.m.
NOW :<HOWING
MODERN THEATRES'

“SULOCHANA”

Starring :
T. R. SUNDARAM, K. L.V. VASANTHA,
M. R. SANTHANALAKSHMI, KUMUIDINI,
DORAIRAJ ETC.

“ RINOLDI” BRAND
MACARUNJ, VERMICELLI & SPAGHETTI
in cartons of 281 Ib. pkits.
AUSTRALIAN PEARL BARLEY

] in bags of 168 [bs,
.. G C: ROCHE & co.

P. O. Box 243

MALIBAN ST,

COLOMBO |1
Phone: 2784

For Bread Of
BEST QUALITY & TASTE

be sure you say —

“KLEENLOFE”

Don Alexander & Sons

Bakers & Confectioners.
ALSTON PLACE,
COLOMBO 2,

'Phone: 3774 'Grams: “ALEXSONS”

Printed at the Daily News Press,

Lake Houge, MacCallum Road, Colombo, by Bernard

A Long Standing Firm

Importers of :—Galvanised sheets, Asbestos sheets,
Cements, Paints & Colours, Wirenails, wirenettings,
barbed wire, Galvanised pipings, plate & sheet glass.

. @ {
Constructional steels of all descriptions : such as
Rounds, Flats, Squares, Joists, Thannels & Angles.

ENQUIRIES PROMPTLY  ATTENDED :

CHETTINAD CORPORATION Ltd.

116/118 KEYZER STREET, COLOMBO
Telephone: 4276-7

E"’% Telegrams., Finance

'&.

|
CHERTS.

de Silva, on behalf of Robert W etrasinghe of the United National Pargy,
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