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Sbeedin‘g Up Unemployment

- Relief Schemes

Labour Minister's Successful Defence of
- Govt. Action

F'HAT steps should be taken to adopt more unemployment re-
lief measures as would result in some permanent benefit
to the country, was the gist of a motion introduced in Parlia-
ment by a Labour Member during the recent session when
private members’ motions were discussed. Reference was made
to large-scale retrenchment of labour and consequent increase
of workless folk, low and inadeguate wages and another
phenomenon—"men having to work in water in the blazing
‘sun, bareheaded and when they come out have become com-
pletely black, that even their wives will not be able to recog-
nize them, because of the discoloration!”

It was also alleged that over
ginei,y per cent. of the 7,000 em-
_ployed in the harbour, work for over
16 hours a day. Had an gight-hour-
day system been introduced, it was
argued that employment might be
found for an additional four thou-
sand more.

FOOD LOOTING

Mention was made of an incident
In the harbour when a number of
unemployed retrenched labourers
from the labour pool and contract
labour, wht had been going day
alter day in search of work and not
offered any. had set upon a double
bullock cart carrying cooked food
for other workers. They pounced
upon the cart, ate the rice and cur-
rieg and removed the balanece home!,
which showed that “the hungry man
has no conscience angd he is not
going to consider the niceties of
these things, whether the food be-
longs to somebody else”, Stories of
the French Revolution when people
who had no food acted in an un-
reasonable manner were recalled. It
was suggested, therefore, that the
problem of unemployment should be
studied from all angles and mea-
sures taken to afford rellef on some
definite plan. Working-class people
in €olombo who were asked to go to
Gal Oya declined the offer because
the wages paid there were lower
than the wages paid to labourers In
Colombo, and most of them were
familied men,

The mover preseénted a poser when
he averred that “if it was possible
during the war, during an emer-
genecy, for the Government to pay
workers and people in uniform a
separation allowance for doing no
work, what is the difficulty now for
the Government to pay a separation
allowance to those labourers who
have to go to Gal Oya or to any
other particular scheme which they
work to produce rice for the use of
the country?”

MINISTER CLARIFIES POSITION

Evidently the mover has tried to
make out a case for increased un-
employment relief and inecreased
rates of pay and additional schemes

for helping the unemployed, said the
Minister of Labour. "IT it is sug-
gested that the schemes adopted by
the Labour Government are of no
permanent value, I disagree. Some
critics Bf Government say that most
of these schemes are useless—merely
cutting earth from one place and
dumping it on another, or removing
salvinia in certaln areas—work that
does not benefit the country. We
have carefully studied the work
given te these unemployed. Most of

' the schemes are not of Immediate

benefit, perhaps, but they will bene-
fit the country in the long run. In
many cases the work may consist of
filling up marshy land with earth re-
moved from hilly land not suitable
for cultivation, but this work will
ultimately, when the marshes have
been filled up, be ‘of benefit when
housing schtmes have to be started,
when parks and playgrounds have to
be laid out for the use of town
dwellers. Then there is the refoval
of salvinia. The pest may re-
appear again, but the work is useful
as a coqtlnunus unemployment re-
lief measure. The work would be
continued till the pest Is eradicated
and the area would be fille up and
made suitable for cultivation

NO UNRECOGNIZABLE HUSBANDS!

We are nat getting enoush men fors

this work in the areas and we save
employed some people from Colombo
as well, people who are not used to
working in marshy land. When théy
emerge from the marsh they pro-
bably look discoloured, but it ls not
a permanent afflietion! A good
bath with plenty of scap and water
will remove the “discolouration”. I
have not heard of a singlg  case
where the wife and family of a

" worker so “discoloured” failed to re-

cognize him on his return home!
The mover referred to people em-
ployed by the milltary authorities
during wartime, people who were
paid, according to him, for merely
putting on uniform and doing no
work.

The
pared

Government
to  follow

is
that

not pre-
example,

said the Minister. We cannot
afford it. We want people to
be empiloyed on work that would be
of permanent benefit to the coun-
try. The Government—more than
some of the Opposition erities—sym-
pathises with the large number of
the unemployed in this country, and
we are doing everything possible to
start schemes and to employ labour
on works that would ultimately
benefit both the workers and the
country. We have not completed all
the work. We have got a great deal
to do to implement the recom-
mendations of the Jennings Com-
mission on soclal services.”

MAN-POWER SURVEY

I would like to tell the mover that
we are having all these schemes
worked out, We are getting down
experts for this purpose and we are
studying carefully the recommenda-
tions that they make.

The Man-Power expert gave us an
idea of what has got fo be done and
how thils country can benefit by the
complete study that he has made of
the man-power of this Island. It is
true that we have net been able to
find work for everyone of the un-
employed because the type of work
that would suit certain people is not

(Coniinued on page 2)
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. (Comtimued from page 1)

available, Now Lhe large majority of
unemployed people wafit work in the
harbour. The harbour is employing
about 7,000 men, people who are
doing full-time¢ work. We have also
got a harbour pool where a reserve
of labour is maintained so that at
any moment, when a large demand
is made for labour, as in the case of
two or three large ships coming in
at one time, we can draw upon this
pool and carry on with the work
available.

THAT CONTINUOUS WORK

As regards to the reference to con-
tinuous work for long periods, the
Minister said that he personally was
In agreement that these labourers
should not be made to work for long
periods like sixteen hours or more.
“I called some of these labourers”,
added the Minister and said: “Look
here, 1t is not good for your health
to work such long hours, Take it
easy; take a shift of 8 hours’ work
at a time angd give others a chance,
But none of them were willing to do
it. They said ‘it i’ far better for us,
far more advantageous for us to do
a continuous period of work without
a break—day and night—and then
take our wages and have a rest
None of them was willing to do a
controlled periog like 8 hours, giving
4 change to the others. Some of
them told me that they ¢arn Rs. &
or Rs. 10 a day if they do a continu-
ous stretch of work.

RELIEF WORKS UNDERTAKEN

Bome of the schemes that the un-
employed relief works have under-
taken have certainly done useful
work In many cases where they have
been properly supervised. They have
intervals of work and rest. The
work is much lighter than that given

PW.D. or
unskilled

to peoplg either by the
contractors , who employ

labour, There is the Narahénpita-
Kirlllapone Scheme filling up
marshy land. A bullding scheme

has been started by the Municipal
Council of Colombo and a large
number of houses for the working-
classeg have been pit up and many
oceupied,

Then there is the Kolonnawa
Scheme for excavating and levelling
up 20 acres of high land at Pansal-
hena In order to provide 11} acres
fom building purposes ang make use
of the soll to fill 45 acres of adjoin-

,1pg marshy land for the purpose of
playing flelds; that is for parks and
playgrounds for children of the
area.

. Then there is the Muthurajawela
Scheme started for the purpose of
excluding salt water from the
canals to be cut for the irrigation of
8 vast area for paddy growing. We
are doing this work as an un-
employment relief measure. Once
the area 1is drained and the sea
water is sent out, the land will be
used for agricultural purposes. Re-
ference was made to the Kalapalu-
wawa Scheme by a member. I can
tell him that in that scheme which
was one for strengthening the bund,
the workmen were paid at the rate
of Rs. 3.25 or Rs; 350 a day and the
loss to Government was Rs. 500,000,
When the Government has done so
much, for the workers to come here
and say that they are under-paid
and starving. I think is wrongz. It
does not In any way make us feel
that these unemployed people appre-
ciate the good work that we are
doifig for their benefit.

COLOMBO NORTH DEVELOPMENT

There is also the Maligawatte
Scheme which commenced after the

acquisition of 160 agres of marshy
land. It was orlginally intended to
develop It by filling it up to a helght
of five feet above mean sea level:
that was for the purpose of draln-
age. Later it was decided to con-
struct a lighter dock and a canal and
have parallel eanals by filling up
intervening spaces for gonstruction
of warehouses. Then there is the
development of Colombo Narth. The
idea is to have large canals from the
harbour right into the heart of the
City, upto Maligawatte, where ware-
houses will be bullt and boats and
even ships can go right in and un-
load their wares. That Is & scheme
that is going to be of lasting benefit
to the country. Until major schemes
are taken up we are carrylng out
these unemployment relief measures
50 that at least the ground will be
ready. Then the Urugodawatte
Scheme consists of 20 aecres of
marshy land adjoining the new
Kelaniya bridge approach road. The
land reciaimed will be used for
bullding purposes.

OUTSTATION SCHEMES

The Minister next dealt with the
outstation schemes for the relief of
unemploymeni. The Mahara
Scheme is one for laying and slueing
trolley track, cutting and removing
overburden in quarry. A lot of work
was being done in the Dehiwela Z0o,
There are four schemes in the
Handy distriet such as regrading
and aligning of roads like Lady
Hayelock Drive. removing slit from
Kandy Lake and the Reservoir:
building of a road across a number
of estates leading to the new Home
Zor the Aged. Then there is the
Nawalapitiya U.C. Scheme to con-*
struct playing fields, flood protection
bunds, drains ete.; construetion of
new roads in the Central Province,
the Godamuduna-Wewatenne road
and the Morahenagama-Kalugala
road. Sites are being prepared for

the construetion of varlous buildings

for ereches, homes for the aged, a
girls’ senlor school in Kandy, police
barracks In Kandy,

MORE USEFUL SCHEMES

“What I am trying to show is that
all these are useful schemes. They

may not be useful immediately but
they will be in time to come. You
cannot  keep on cutting a mass of
earth for twenty years. Once that
work is finished people have to take
on work on other schemes; perhaps
some of them may not be prepared
to go to another area, There are a
number of other schemes that we
have adopted and some of them are
in the making yet. There is
scheme which is being prepared by
my department which is to absorb
about 2,000 workers,

In Colombo South in Cotta Road
they are filling up all the 5
land and water-logged areas where
houses ‘ean be built. That is at
least some measure of relief till they
are able to find proper work.

A TEAINING SCHOO!

“Give us a thousand masons and
we will provide them with work”,
said the Minister, “but they must be
trained men. I cannot take a man
who has been all his life a peon and
ask him to start work on a ‘building."

It Is for that purpose we are start-
ing a school to train men for those
works for which we require masons.
This‘is in the Budget. We will train
Men as masons, carpenters and
various other skilled workers. Thes

will be absorbed into the school,

given a proper training and while

they are being trained they will be

paid. At the end of their tra
they will eéven be supplied with
necessary tools for their work. T
scheme is being prepared by
Government. All the schemes I have
mentioned have been started; the
are others yet to be started. We i
do everything possible to see that
the unemployed are provided ’”m}
WORIEY 55 A
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TASK BEFORE

AS the population continues

to grow at'the rate of
200,000 a year, the most urgent
task that faces the Govern-
ment and the nation, after the
food problem, is the need to
increase the national income
by building up fresh industries
and expanding the existing
staple industries. The plain
and uncomfortable fact is that
a population of over seven and
a half millions is today trying
to make a living on the self-
same tea, rubber and coconut
industries on which five millions
liveq some thirty years ago. If this
situation continues for amother five
years, It simply means that the
standard of living of the whole
population must deeline' to dis-
astrous levels and the Government
will be hard put to it to find the re-
venue with which to maintain the
social services which it At present
maintains.

When the masses understand the
full implications of this situation,
they will realise the great value of
enterprising capital as opposed to
the kind of capital which is content
to find an outlet in lecans on mort-
gages and other passive forms of
investment which actually” contri-
bute nothing to the increase of the
national wealth. What Ceylon,
therefore, badly needs In the future
is active, enterprising capital which
will seek out new avenues of in-
vestment by way of developing every
available mnatural resource of the
country and thus increase the
national income and provide em-
ployment for its Increasing popu-
lation. :

Is the Government doing any-
thing concrete to encourage this
kind of capital? Apparently not,
since there is no differentiation still
between the rate of taxation of
passive capital and enterprising
capital. The Incentives at present
ogffered to enterprising capital are

By
obviously inadequate since they have
not encouraged capital to flow into
new enterprises In anything but a
trickle, What is needed Is a new
taxation pollcy which will Increase
the tax on idle and passive capital
s0 that the capitalist who ventures

out on the development of new
resources in this country might be
relieved completely of Income tax

for & period of at least seven years
to enable him to consolldate his
position and cover up any lesses he
may have incurred at the beginning
of his enterprise, If our taxation
policy is deslgned to discourage the
unenterprising capitallst and to
furnish the capitalist who s pre-
pared to risk his capital on untired
ventures, then many moneyed men
would prefer to embark on new
ventures rather than
proportion of their income as taxes
to the Government. This would
create a dynamic situation through-
out the country in that the people
would begin to feel that things were
really happening and they would
partake of that spirit of national
enthusiam which has been produced
in some parts of India and China
as g result of the people there seeing
great enterprises launched with the
blessing of the Goverment. Such a
spirit is now evident in India after
the Indian Prime Minlster, Mr.
Nehru, recently Inaugurated a great
Village Community Scheme for the
developement of 400 villages bene-
Jiting some four lakhs of peaple—
the first of any other scheme to be
launched upon in the near future.

There is no doubt that, except for
the great schemes started by Mr.
Dudley Senanayake. when he was
Minister of Agrleulture, in the
N.C.P. and the Gal Oya Valley, and
for the extraordinary Port Develop-
ment Scheme inaugurated by Sir
John Kotelawala, Minister of Trans-
port and Works,—as I sald, there
is no doubt that the masses in this
country still do not have that up-
surge of national feeling which
arises from their seeing Iindustrial

IN a Malacea jungle last week,
Acting Police Corporal Roslan
Bin Hajl Mohammed waited three
nights for his guarry. Someone
had “whispered”, i.e., informed,
against noisy, hunchbacked Cheung
Kit Ming, better known as “the Ape
of Malacga”. A top Communist
guerrilla, a veteran killer and ter-
rorist, Cheung had a $25.000 price
on his head. On the third night of
the ambush, the Ape appeared dnd
the police corporal shot him dead.
General Sir Cderald Templer,
Britain’s erisp, aggressive High Com-
missioner for Malaya, s slowly
gaining ground in his war with the
Red guerrilias. He has some 400,000
troops, police and home guards
against about 5,000 Communists.
Malaya Is laced with barbed wire,
erisscrossed with searchlights, webb-

NO MURBERS TODAY

ed with interlocking ‘patrols. More
and more Malays and Chinese are
whispering against the bandits, al-
though many fear Red reprisals.
Templer recently uprooted 66 men,
women and children from one vill-
age a:}d put them in a detention
camp for failing to inform against
Communist assassins.

In the past month, 101 guerrillas
were killed (including 13 party
bigwigs), 18 weré captured and 24
surrendered. In the same period,
the Communists killed 14 police and
two British clvillans. But one day
last week, a Singapole paper was
able to print this terse report®
“Yesterday was one of the quletest
days of the emergency for many
months. No battles were reported.
There were no murdars,’—(From
“Thme!). .

Company’s est

picture shows Wing-C

TWO-WAY ATLANTIC CROSSING IN ONE DAY
A Canberra jet bomber, piloted by the English Electric

Pilot,
Beaumont, recently left Aldergrove R.AJF. Station in N.
Ireland at 6-34 a.m., reached Gander by 11-15 a.m., and
was back in Aldergrove by 4-43 pm. A
set up for the west to east flight, which was completed in

3 hours 25 minutes at an average speed of 606 m.ph. This
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Morrison

and social transformations destgned
to transl:

w-won Indepen-
dence Into a permanent freedom
from want and fear. It {5 unfortun
ate but it is a fact that the present
Government ls not really to bl
for the fallure to embark upon tl
transformations at the pre
time, because soon after It was
elected a depression set in  in full
force’ In the island’s staple in-
dustries. The Government's re=
sources have, therefore, been severely
strained in the mere effort to pur-
chase food for the people and capital

resources are thus restricted to the
unproductive purpose of feeding the
people with imported food. .

However, in this predicament, 1t
would be timely if the Government
proceeded to levy a much heavier

tax on unproductive private capitad

while relleving

prizsing

the
oar;.ltzllir;r_

of income

really enter-

tax

completely for a period guaranteed

at least
ure

Seven years.
would automatically
revenue, while at

the

Buch a

1N~

Same

time set in motion forces that wil}
lead to the development of the stin
untapped resources of thls country.
Together with this policy should EO
the creation of fresh incentlves for
foreign chpltal to enter Ceylon, on

the condition that this

devoted to the opening up of

avenues of industrial and
enterprise. It is
nothing that even In

tural

captial is

new

agricul-
worth
Communist

China the capitalist is still not sup-
is found, to be

pressed where he

engaged in

productive
highly beneficlal
national economy.
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AAT the Prize-Giving of St

Thpmas' College at which
the Prime Minister presided,
the Warden submitted his re-
port in the course of which he
touched upon the Govern-
ment’s policy of education.
Schools - were being asked to
provide all instruction in the

1 sixth standard in the medium

of the mother-tongue {from
next year and the intention
was that in the year following
the same shall be done in the
seventh standard so that by
1955 all instruction up to the
8th standard will be in the
mother-tongue. -

“We shall of coutse, loyally at-
tempt to earry out whatever {3 the
Government's policy In this matter”,
declared the Warden who continuing
sald:—I  would, however, sugzest
consideration of another approach
to it. The old solution of English,
more English and no Sinhalese or
Tamil at all was bad and has long
been given up, There followed a
period when It was  English with
Sinhalese or Tamil as'a second lan-
guage; then a period with Sinhalese
or Tamil véry much the first langu-
age in the Prim#ry ‘Schooll and Eng-
lish second. What is new conftem-
plated is that Sinhalese or Tamil
shall continue to be the first langu-
age in the Junlor School stage and
English the second. T suggest that
this is not the best approach and
doés not take -aceount of the facts
of our situation. The facts simply
, are that a person to be eduecated for
present day conditions, at any rate
in a small country like Ceylon, must
have at his command not ofly his
own language but alse a world lan-
guage, I say ‘at his command' and I
mean that. A good knowledge of the
one and a smattering of the other iz
not enough, Both should be effectiye
means of ecommunigating and re-
celving ideas and of acguiring and
fmpariing, knuwmdg# Brielly. effee-
tive bi-linguallsnt should be gur aim
tor evéry child. If that i® 30 and i
regognised to be so our whole System
from the PHimary School upwards
shoul® he designed to that end. It is
not.

THE AIM BEFORE US

L]

What is the aim before us? It is
important that we should know. Part
of it iz perfectly clear and no one
will disagree with it, It is that every
citizen of Ceylon should have a gopd
kn_owiedgp of ong of the national
knguages*But what is the Intention
abou English? Is a' good knowledge
ef that to be the possession of the

few, who becalise they have the
mbans can secure it privately out-
slde  the school eurrloulum or by
prolonging their education after
they have left school at private
tutories? For even whin the national
languages become  the lanpuages of
adminigtration the Importance of
%inelish us a world language will re-
main, Is it to be the possession of &
few or may all have sgual ancess to
L2 IF the lattér 1s the alm then ‘it
should be madi ;:m.il':n'..'-l within the
school | eurvienlum, And | the way to
do that s, a5 I have sald to make
effective bi-lingualism the aim for
every chlid, The present system and
the extension of 1t whieh s contem-
plated will not . secure 1t Tt is

Media of Instruction
in Schools
'Effective Bi-Lingualism Should
be the Aim’

Warden de Saram

Warden R. S. de Saram

generally admitted that the stand-

ard of English has already failen. It
will fall still further if what is In-
fended is carried out. Only thase
few who can afford special teaching
outside the school curriculum wiil
have a good knowledze of English
in addition to the good knowledge of
a national language which they will
sget-at school. Only those will be fully.
educated for the modern situation,
The bulk of us will be gshut up to the
language and literature of four mil-
lion people. 1t is best that we should
face the facts. There is no point in
thinking that somehow it will be
avoided.

COMMUNALISM?

There is anothér aspeet of this
« matter to which insufficient atten-
tion has been paid though it has
been mentioned from time to time
by thoughtful peaple. It is the stres—
sing of communal differences in the
school organisation so that those of
one community are separated from
those of another forthe greater part
of thelr time in schoni: and this
just at a time when every effort is
bélrg made by our leaders to make
us one people. It i true that already
in most sehools in the country dis-
tricts pupils belong o one com-
munity only, It is also true that
tven In spme of the big schools even
in towns the problem does not arise,
For one reason or another these
schools draw only or mainly on oné
tommunity. The Schools which take
n pupils of all communities and
weld them into one school are com-
paratively few in number but they
are rendering extremely valuable ser-
vice Just by doing that. There Is
scarcely any greater service a ‘school
can render to Ceylon at this stage
in her political development, The
policy contemplated is a hindrance
to this servige, If bi-lingualism were
our alm the hindrance would largely
dlsappear.

Whatever the policy may be we
willicontinue as we have always done
to take in pupils of every commu-
nity, We will take no short ent about
this and zo0 endeavour to  simplify
our task. And it would be further
our. endeavour to see that the
general  standard of edueational
achievement will not fall and that

every  bgy  passing through - this
school has thi opportunity to ac-
quII‘i‘J A ‘good knowledze both of a

national . Janguage and of English.
How' this'ls possible. ~indeed ‘Whether
1t Is possibleiat all under the sys-
tem that is o be put into  oper-
atlon—-only time and frial Wil shcsw.
(Continued on page =3l




OCToBerR 17, 1+52

U. N. P.

JOURNAL

- THE NATIONAL

LANGUAGES QUESTION “

Minister on the Value
of English

A QUESTION that had arisen
was how soon the use of the
national languages con-
templated by the Government
in the administration could be
effected, said Mr. M. D. Banda,
Minister of Education, pre-
siding at a meeting of the
Kandy District Government
Sinhalese Assistant Teachers'
Association  held .recently.
‘There was a laree number of Gov-
ernment Servants who were not pro-
ficlent in the ‘use of Sinhalese or
Tamil. As regards the media of
instruction in schools, in many of
them the' vernaculars were in use up
to the 8th standard, but schools
teaghing In English were affected by
the change. Some people ineluding
educationists. experienced teaclhiers
and parents of children thought
that the enyisaged change was too
sudden. They argued that there
was an insufficiency of ‘teachers and
inadequate supply of textbooks for
the purpese. Others like  the
Swabasha teachers were of the opi-
. hion that the tempo was too slow,

Continuing, the Minister said: “In

& democratic  state  preferential

treatment could not be given to anf

one section. It was the Government's

responsibility  to see that no harm

* was done In bringing  about the

- change. Government expected to

effect this change as soon as possi-

ble and without Infringing upon the
democratic rights of angbody.”

The Tamils, though a minority in
Ceylon, said Mr. Banda, were a
numerous people living in India and
elsewhere. There were accordingly
more books in Tamil than in Sinha-
lese andg the lapguage itself was
more developed than Sinhalese,

. VALUE OF ENGLISH
“Only six per cent. of the popula-

tlon in Ceylon spoke English”, said-

~Mr. Banda, “but English was a
world language and a most useful
language. 1In science and other
spheres of lmowlmge“ its utility was

" present English was compulsory. In

great,. Of Sinhalese-speaking people
there  were not more than tfour or
five million in the entire world and
the language had been in g state of
neglect for several centuries,

.
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English was necessary to develop
Sinbalese and @5 a means of infus-
ing new ideas and knowledge into
Sinkalese. It was therefore essential
that English shonld be taught as a
second language in  Swabasha
schools.”

INDIA'S ATTITUDE

It is Iinteresting to recall India's
attitude«to this problem of national

ARTELL

TH

E
THREE

BRANDY FOR EVERY HOME
v

STAR CORDON BLE

languages, The Minister of Educa-
tion, Maulana Abul Azad, recently
explained new India's attitude to-
wards the language problem within
her bordérs. Speaking In Hindi, he
said the. Central Government in
consultation with the Governments
of the States had decided, that edu-
cation’in the early stages should al-
ways be in the loeal mother-tongue.
For inter-provineial eommunieation,
however, they require a national
language and it had been decided
that this should be Hindi, which
langnage would therefore, be com-
pulsory ' for 4all golng into, the
secondary stage of education. Mau-
lana Azad added that In the last 150
years the English language had at-
tained 2 position which had helped
to create uniformity of outlook
throughout India. While it was im-
perative that Hindl must replace
English and become the national
languagze, they did not want English
to disappear. [

That was why. they had made pro-
vision for the teaching of English at,
the secondary stage of education. At

future it would be compulsory too,
but %nly the language, rot the
literature,

Maulana Azad further declared
“English’ is an international lan-
guage and belongs to the world, The
advantages we have achieved frorz
English are great that we would not
want to lose them.”

" Media of -Instrurfién in
 Schools . -

(Continued from page 4)

It would be less than honest to deny
that there 18.a grave risk of a fall
in the general . standard of edu-
catiogml achievement, -

-I urge therefore that -this mattér
be given the fullest consideration.
Apart from what has been said by
me above we need books and we
need men to put what is contem-
plated into even moderately efficient
operdtion. Those needs, no doubt, in
the phrase we know so well, are re-
celving | attentfon .but there re-
mains gome eround for uneasiness
as to whether the attention will bear
fruft in time.

It bilingualism be a necessity for
ugin Ceylon there isinot the slight-
est reason fo deplore it. As so often
happens by bowing to the necessity
and using it Intelligently and wili-
ingly we shall be the more enriched,
A study of two ' languages side by
side provides the best of mental
ftralnings and enhances the unders-
tanding of both. Indeed a ecrying
need n our teaching is books which
co-ordinate the teaching of Sinha-
lese or Tamil on the one hand with
English on the other, A person who
produees a series of carefully graded
books of this sort for use in the Pri-

mary and Middle Schools would ren-
der a signal service,

. DUTY OF SCHOOLS .

A part of the duty of schools is to
prepare students for Unlversity Edu-
cation elther at our own Univer-
sity or abroad. The medium of ins-
truction at the University as far as
Ong can seée must continug for ma
years to be English, Students wit
an imperfect knowledge of glish
will be seriously handicapped at the
University as compared with those
who have either been instructed ®in
English or have beén able by private
tu'tion to malntain a goood stand-
ard of English. The contemplated

system therefore, while giving the
apoearance of ‘being favourable to
the masses of our cople will in |
faet confine the a vantages of

higher sducation to a few. L]
These are sober facts, which the
clamour of a few, who are most of
them in a position to see that their
own children at any rate will not
suffer, should net be allowed to
obscure, - Any system ‘of education
which does not set up to give every
ehlld an ooportunity to know both a
national language and English well
will not be truly democratic and it
will not be long before the country ‘
awakens to the truth of this,
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“COURTESY” COPS

Sik RICHARD ALUVIHARE and
the senior officers of the Police
Force in Ceylon have done
much to change, in spirit, the
worgd ‘Force’ into ‘Service’. In
1;1'any respects the Police are a
“Service” to the public. This
is a preat achievement and is
in marked contrast to the
Dowbiggin-Banks days of spit,
polish and braggadocio. There
are, unfortunately, a few minor
cops here and there who are '5.11
impertinence in a democratic,
free country. They are not
merely rude but positively im-
pudent. They forget not only
that they are paid servants of
the people and therefore that
the humblest citizén is their
master, but they behave as if
they own the roads and street
junections of our provincial
towns.

Sir Richard’'ssarduous duties
are many and we do not wish
to add to them, but we believe
he would welcome co-operation
with him in pointing out these
defects. Stern aection, ade-
guately  publicised, against
such martinet behaviour, as
may yet reflect badly on the
Police Service, is the only
remedy. To use a commercial
phrase of tried and tested

BLITOX

the
rainfast wettable powder
for
BLISTER BLIGHT
The tested and approved
Copper Fungicide
A product of

PEST CONTROL LTD.
HARSTON, CAMBRIDGE,
ENGLAND.

PARTICULARS ON
APPLICATION TO:

LIMITED.
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wintage, the “customer is al-
ways right”, and in relation to
the Police, the customer is the
Public.
of the public complains of dis-

Whenever a member

courtesy, even when the police-
man is within official rights,
there should be prompt and
um‘élenting punishment. The
most effective would be a per-
sonal apology from the wrong-
doer te the injured party, for
merely official reprimand on.a
personal file of a man will not
subdue that wvanity of office
which often produces incivility
to the public.

Time was when senior police
officers were seen ‘“ordering”
motorists to ‘‘get out”. The
lower ranks used to say the
same thing in the vernaeular,
making the choice of words
more - racy and memorable,
That stage is now happily past,
and we may rightly call the
Ceylon Police Force “The Cey-
lon Police Service”. In such
changed times the strictest
adherence to courtesy should
be insisted upon. Inspectors
and A.S8.P's who may wish to
“stand by"” their men when
public complaints are made are
to be admired for their human-
ity and sense of leadership, but
they must remember that each
such condonation and white-
washing will create the condi-
tions under which discourtesy
will fthrive.
Richard and the senior officers
of the Police to give the high-
est priority to public com-
plaints of discourtesy so that

“the fullest public co-operation

and goodwill may be won from
a public which is thus aceord-
ed the respect that = is its due.

- Ceylon [_\_Tdnzbor * of
Indian Medical
Journal :

"’I‘HE Indian Journal of Malariology,
" a quarterly publication issued
under the authority of the Indian
Counecil of Medical Research, has
named its March issue the first- for
the year “Ceylon Number” contaln-
ing as it dofs a comprehensive ac-
count of the anti-malagia campaign
in Ceylon, It ls a sizeable volume
of about 200 pages the Editorial
Board being i.‘t’)l’ll!)d)'.;f‘[] of the h:adlng_
authorities on Tropical Medleine and
allied subjects. >
: eontributors to  the "G!‘_‘."il']I).
are Dw». 8. Rajendram,
imtendent, Antl-Malarla Cam-
21, Ceylon, and Mr, 8, M. Jaya
I ologlst, Medlcal Re

Coloinbo, One part

wyslography of the

', distribution and

alence of

malaria, history of
maalaria control the anaphiline mog-
quito of Ceylaon and vital statistics
(1801-49). The other part contains an
account of the prevalence and sea-

al variation of the malaria vector,
malarial morbldity, spleen and para-
L]

. L]
site rates. Egplanatory charts and
maps illustrate the articles.

This is not the first occasien when
prominence was given to Ceylen in
reputable ¢ Indlan publications. In
February this year, the Illustrated
Weekly of India published a “Spe-
clal Ceylon issue” containing arti-
cle§ on the late Prime Minister, the
Gal @ya Project, the University of
@eylon, the Colombo Plan, the Exhi-
];itilun in Colombo, Ratnapura Clty
of Gems, Literary Glimpses of Cey-
lon, Yala Jungle Tralls, Bigiriya, ete,
neluding a galaxy of pletures of the
Lion Roeck, murals at the Gotaml
Vihare In colour and a number of
portraity types, Incldentally adver-

Yising Ceyion and the prog
since the country achieved inde-
pendence.

This kindly gesture on the part of
India will be greatly appreciated
and the wish that India could be
friendly on a nelghbourhood basis
with Ceylon, Instead of a State basls
will be definitely reallsed,

We urge 8Sir.
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FIRST CEYLONESE |

GOVT. PRINTER
A PEEP INTO THE PAST

SINCE the inception of the

Government Press 119 years
ago, the first Ceylonese Gov-
ernment Printer has just been
appointed. Mr. Bernard de
Silva who joined the Govern-
ment Press two years ago as
Additional Works Manager re-
ceived his training in England
whither he was sent by the
‘Managing Director of the Asso-

- ciated Newspapers of Ceylon

Ltd., where he was employed
for more than fifteen years, Mr, de
Sflva during his training won the
coveted Gold Medal of the London
Sehool of Printing. He !s an old boy
of Bt. John's School, Panadura, and
since jolning the Govt, Press has
been responsible for a large share of
its reorganization. He has also
been responsible for the printing of
89 electoral registers for the Parlia-
mentary Elections which was done
for the first fime in Ceylon. Many of
the publications for the Government
Departments and in conneetion with
the Colombo Exhibition including
colour work were carried out under
his supervision.

ORIGIN OF THE GOVT. PRESS

The origin of the Government
Press goes back to the early period
of British oceupation when it was
known as the Government Printing
Office and was in charge of Head
Printers, usually the senior composi-
tors, up to the year 1833. The busi-
ness was conducted from 1833 te
1849 by non-professional superinten-
dents from whom the printers re-
ceived Instructions, The first Super-
Intendent was Mr. G. Lee, afterwards
Postmaster-General who held office
from 1833 to 1835 and was_succeeded
by Lt-Col. Gray who held the

-appointment one year only previous

to joining his Regiment. Afterwards
the offiee was filled by clerks from
the Colonial Secretary's office. Mr.
P. L. de Vos was Superintendent from

1836 to 1844, Mr. A. Joseph fraom

1845 to 1849 when the office of Gov—

Jless obtaln at the present day.

ernment Printer was created by the
Secretary of State and the appoint-
ment was conferred on Mr, William
Skeen, the first professional Super-
Intendent. With the close of the
year 1899, fitty years of professional
management was completed.

FEEP INTO THE PAST

The records of the perlod form
most  entertaining reading. The
office was “wholly destitute of a
large class of materials without
which no printer could belleve it pos-
sible for a business to be ecarried
out.” Knowing the practical ignor-
ance of the superintendents, the
workmen had “tyranised” over them,
dolng just what they pleased them-
selves and resorting even to threats
in order to silence any complaints of
interference. Speculation was rife.
“Everyday the place was crowded
with Moormen and others who bar-
tered their eommodities for paper, in
the taking of which there:was not
the slizhtest scruple.”

Strong measures had to be taken
and strong opposition was of course,
encountered. Before six months had
elapsed the men In one branch who
considered that their vested interests
had been infringed—the pressmen
in a body tendered thelr resignation
complaining: that they had "to en-
dure arbltrary and démeaning
usages” and stigmatising the new
Government Printer's conduct as
“more befitting the. commonest
coplies: or  slaves: than well-
bred eitizens'. The nlen were
dismissed for preferring so
groundless a charge and Airmly
determined to maintain his- suthor-
ity to Introduce order and system
and put a stop to all irregularities.
Mr. Skeen, a man of indomitable
courage and DOSsessing an  extra-
ordinary knowledge of Thuman
character, gradually laid the foun-
dation of the system whieh more or
Mr,
Skeen gied In harness in 1872 and

as succeeded by Mr, W. H. Herbert
who retired owing to ill-health In
1881 and was succeeded by Mr. G. J.
A. Bkeen the son of the first Govern-
ment Printer.

OMEGA. |1

CEYLON'S FIRST MUSLIM
NEW YEAR HOLIDAY

INDEPENDENCE had o come

to Ceylon before it could
have a public holiday for the
Muslim New Year. The first
such holiday for the Island
occurred this year on the 22nd
September, when public offices
and Muslim businesz houses
were closed. Radip talks and
meetings formed part of the
celebrations. The Muslim
calendar based on the lunar
months opens with the month
of Muharram, a menth hallow-
ed as having been the one in
which Adam was created and Noah's
Ark came to rest on a mountain
after the Floods. But in Ceylon
it is best known for the obsetvances
of Hobson Jobson. 22 Muslim
Associations with whom were asso-
ciated Ullamas and khateebs (men
of learning) formed an Actlon Com-
mittee this year at Slave Island to
stamp out hobson jobson. Buch
old customs as taking panja and
firebathing and going about in
fancy costumes singing from door
to. door were condemned as
irreliglous at the meeting of these
assoclations,

Very approriately pre-Muharram
sermong at Friday services in mos-
ques appealed for the elimination
of unislamie aetivities in connection
with the month of Muharram.
Parties of “tiger” dancers In the
streets and hobson jobson once a
real threat to public peace due to

rivalry keep the Police very much
on the alert In some years as on g
Sinhalese New Year days. These
sermons alsg drew attention to thé
importance of religious devotions
to perpetuate the memaoty of . the
martyred leaders Imam Hassan and
Imam Hussein the beloved gr&nd-\
sens of the Prophet.® Unilslamic
practices were attributed to
ignorance, indifference and super-
stition among Muslims in South'
East Asia. ;

The religious celebrationsenf the
month of Muharram occeur on  the
10th day of the month of Muharram
which this ¥ear coincides with the
1st of October. No doubt if this
anniversary In 1843 was cglebrated
with the recitation of Mowlood,
feeding the poor and hadheez Tre-
liglous leectures) the New Moor
Btreet riots of 1843 would never
have oceurred. It taught the Police
the dangers of permitting two pro-
eessions on the same day and time
on the same route even for a reli-
glous purpose. Antieipating trouble
the Superintendent of Police was at
one end of New Moor Street with a
posse of constables by 10 olelock
in the morning that day.
himself between the two processions
he caused with some personal ex-
ertlon the procession of one party
with 4 pagodas to move up the rlse
of the hill in New Moor Street.
Other Policemen %kept back the
second processlon. The Supérinten-
dent of Police was thus engaged in |
alternately urging the one forward
and keeping the other back. There
was keen rivalry between the pro-
cesslonists some of whom had armed

Placing |«

" Rebirth of Essen,
Germany :

\ THAT are your plans?” News-
! men asked Alfrieq Krupp von
Bohlen und Halbach when he was
arrested in 1945 as a war crimingl,

anmld the wreckage of his vast
armaments empire,  “Rebulld the
lactories,” answered Krupp, "“and

produce agaln.” Last week hp was
about to make good his reslove,

In World War II, Allled bombers
knocked out more than 609 of
Krupp's Essen plants and equipment
and the work begun by bombers was
carrled on by the victorious govern-

ments. Russia grabbed more than
130,000 tons of wvaluable Krapp
machinery. Britain carted awa#y

150,000 tons of valuable scrap, sys-
tematically dismantled half of the
remalning Krupp buildings. Krupp
himself was tried at Nursmberg and
sentenced to twelve years in prison,
(8ix years later, U. 8. High Com-
missioner John J. MceCloy commuted
the sentence to the time already
served.)

Founded In 1811, the Krupp firm
sold arms to all nations and all
caluses, became a  symbol of Bis-
marek’s blood and iron Reich under
Alfred Krupp, the present Krupp's
great-grandfather. During his trial,
Alfried Krupp said: “As a member

ol the ffth seneration which pro-
duced steel, the fourth generation
which forged weapons, I should like
to add

one thing, Never in my
parents’ home. . . did I hear one
Word or experience one aet which

welcomed or promoted any war at
any place or at any time. The
symbol of our house does not depiet
4 cannon, but three interlocked
wheels, emblem of peaceful trade.”
Last week representatives of the
Allies and West German govern-
ment officlals were putting the final
touches to a joint agreement per-
mitting Krupp's wheels to turn
again—for peaceful trade. Under
the agreement, Krupp will be 1)
forced to sell its coal mines and
steel plants, and 2) will be allowed
to produce only working peaceful
products like trucks, ships, locomo-
tlves and agrieultural machinery.
But many & European industrialist
hoped that the ban on arms pro-
duction would soon be withdrawn.
“The sooner Krupp pitches in to do
its share in the rearming, the better
sald one British official. “I certain-
Iy don't like to see them capturing
all the ecivilian export markets
while the rest of us struggle o
produce arms for .the common
defense.”—(From “Time”).

themselves with swords. daggers and
stout sticks. It soon became hazard-
ous for the Police to stand between
the processions, yet the Police had
almost succeeded In preventing a
ficht-when one of the processionists
darted past the Policemen and cut a
man, another one receiving a severe
sword ecut® across the back. The
“Fireworks” now began. Showers of
stones angd brickbats came down on
the Poplicemen and everybody else.
People jumped on the tops of houses
and denuded the roofs of tiles which
were used as weapons. Only a
charge of eavalry according to the
Police could have put a stop to the
melee.

At Kayman's Gate one party had
halted. They were raging at the
destruction of one of their pagodas
and refused to obey Police instrue-
tions. By some means they were
pushed to the upper end of Main
Street and only after a Military
party of the-80th regiment had made
its appearance at the Racquet Court
wis the place cleared. Two died In
hospltal as a result of the riots and
many were grievonsly injured. Fears
were expressed that the attacks
would be renewed and Colombo had
one of its most anxious nights; but it
passed without Incident.

T. M. G. SAMAT.
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The American

(Continued from last issue)

fMTHUS it will be found upon

closer inspection that there
is not just one American way of
life. There are American ways
of lifé, almost without number.
For example, there are the
great regional differentiations,
where nature herself has con-
spired with American institu-
tions to create ways of life, as
different from each other as
those of two nations might be.
It is true that these American
“sub nations” are bound together, by
many common ties, ineluding the
imporiant tie as of languagg: yet
their temperamental characteristics.
their customs, their wvalues and
views; their personal objectives
differ so greatly that a.man who is
happy and effective in orie might be
miserable and frustrated in another,

Take the Far West. This vast area,
which begins, roughly speaking, at
the Eastern border of Colorado, has
of course, many things in common
with the rest of the United States.
Yet the ways of those people are
very different from the ways of the
Easterner. Nature herself has made
sure of thal, for the Far West is a
region of majestic drama, nf moun-
fains and butfes, and deserts, be-
sides which the woods and streams
of the east coast lopk puny.
The Western people,
speaking, are more outspoken than
the Easterners, more cordial, more
generous of their time and money;
they speak slower, and they have a
way of cutting through a lot of argu-
ment to reach a gquick conclusion on
whiech they are willing to stand or
fall. The Easterner is endlessly
fascinated by them; but he consi-
ders them naive,
lacking in perspective in the “ways of
the world, In fact, the West is to
'the Fast as the East s to Europe.

And yet, as anyone knows who has
lived out there, these generalizations
misrepresent the realities. The Far
West includes many ways of life.
Take, for example, the differences
between the Pacific North-West and
California. In' the Pacific North-
West the great rivers rise In snow-
capped mountains and wind down
through gorges to the sea. The cities
are Incredibly young—Seattle has
not yet celebrated, its centenary.
The trade union country and the
standard of living is high. But
happiness if pursued in the North-
West with a cértain calm simplicity
that s rare in America, For all the
youth ef his region, the North West-
erner is spmething of a philesopher;
he expects a lot out of life, but he
doesn't aim to get very rich. He at-
tends to his business all right, but
he Is more inferested in his moun-
tains, and his waters; he would
rather pack up with his wife and
kids. " with about 200 dollars worth
of camping gear in the back of his
car, and push off for a ten-day tour
of his magnificent State parks; or go
cruising in a small boat, or salmon
fishing  in the foaming streams of
the Columbia River watershed, or
»skilng %on  the mighty slopes of
Mownt Rainier,

In the eyes of the North-West-
erner, the Californian, therefore, is a

wnolsy fellow, The Californian Zaes
abput in bright informal clothing of
many colours and lolls on bright
beaches along the shores of the
Paclfie and ErOWS

es that shine brightly from the
green follage of the arange
trees, That s to say. the Southern
Calif8rnian does: the Northern Cali-
fornian s altogather different.
Northern California merges with
the Paclfic North-West and has its
roots firmly planted in San Fran-

20

the westernmost nmetropolis of
! . clyllization, San Franciseo
hag become a place where a man can
find ‘anything he wants to find,
which 1s perhaps the best definition
of metropolitanism,

But Los Angeles, which is the

headquarters of the Southern Cali-

generally

unsophisticated, '

'U.S.A. The Permanent
Revolution

Way of Life

fornian, 1is not lke that. Los
Angeles is  big and boastful and
overrun with Easterners-and movie
actors and cultists of infinite variety.
It is also the Mecca of the :
couple who took the life-iInsurance
ads seriously and have come out
here'to enjoy the “beauty” and oot
sure” and watch the sun’ set - west-
wardlly over the Pacific, But, the
North-Westerner has the feeling, as
he passes the innumerable little
“bungalows” that sprawl out into
what was a few decades AEO, a
near desert, that the beauly is
wasted
clated as in the North-West, that it
has not been absorbed.
Somehow like the movie Andustry
that it houses, Southern California
seems to be removed one step from
the real to live in a world that
nature never made—or, for that
matter, man. That is the big differ-
ence between Seuthern California
and the North-West, : y

Then there is the other vast re-

gion of the United States between
the Rocky Mountains and the
Appalanchians, where a river may be
a thousand miles long and where
everything drains into the Missis-
sippf. Here all lines are horizontal,
life is intensely practical and “real”.
and the quartem-sections and the
felds and the towns duplieate them-
selves, league after league, in seem-

ingly® endless repetition. It is
here In  this great .‘“valley”
that the {tinerant Tecturer

has his worst time and  reaches
his mest pessimistic tonclusions; for
unless these people are studied com—
munity by eommunity, they appear
to vanish into sociological generali-
zations,

But actually when you come to
know Kansas you find it very differ-
ent from Minnesota, for
with its high percentage of Swedes, .
and Gernmns and a better balanced
economy than Kansas has ever had.

Kansas, Nebraska and the Dakotas

are heavy agricultural exporters:
fheir way of life is based upon the
soll, and even their towns exist for

the farmers, not the townspeople. -

This makes town life quite different

from that of an Eastern town, or [

even of a town in 2 manufacturing
area of the Midwest (such as Chi-
cago or 8t. Louis, fer example),
where the town exists, so to speak,
for itself, and lives on its own ex-
ports. The Midwest farmer is ~ fat
with the world's riches—and
from its depredations. But he is
not in the least soft. On the con-
trary, he has time after time chal-
lenged the power of the East, which
he regards with a congenital suspi-
clon that is mueh more marked in
the Midwest than in the Far West.

The Midwest merges into the
South, and as it does the standard
of living declines. The South is
problem country, It grew up differ-
ently fromp the rest of the nation,
With an economy based on big land-
holdings and slave labour. It still
has with it the problem of the
Negro; In many towns of Mississippi
and Alabama the Negroes out-
number the whites, who eling to
their political power by,any means,
falr or foul. The Suutﬁ‘em ways of
life' differs radically frem
American ways of life. The Pace is
siower, The extremes of poverty and
riches are greater. The traditions
are better preserved. The storied
“Southern aristocracy” is becoming
something of & myth, but it has left
behind it the traditlon of Southern
cooking which is supposed to be the
best in the United States (though
no vestlge of 1t Is to be found in the
hotels and, public eating places): of
hospitality, which makes the New
Yorker look like a boor: of flirtatious
women; and of peaceful ways whose
like is to be found nowhere else in
the United States, 3

And then there is Texas, the inde-
pendent nation that became a State
in 1845, Geographically Texas ba.
longs to both the Midwaest and the
Bouth, but In terms of its way of life
it belongs to neither. Maybe Cali-
fornia hag outstripped Texas in
population growth but . Texas has

(Continued on page 9)
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NEWS FROM ABROAD

L “Nest of Traitors"

AST November Australia’s Com-
munist newspaper (The
Tribune) had a scoop: the detalls

of a draft treaty of frendship, cotn-

merce and navigation between the
U. S. and Australia. The treaty,
Which has been in the works for five
years, contained no vital seerets,
but the affalr was nevertheless al-
arming: it suggested that g  high
government offictal with access to
the classified treaty had given  the
information to the Reds, In Parlia-
ment later, Australia's foreign
minister, Richard Casey, admitted
the leak. (Although Casey denied
the connection, members’ questions
pointed to' one John Burton, a
former top official under Casey's
Laborite predecessor, Herbert V.
Evatt: Burton last spring _ led a
delegation of fellow travelers to
Red 'China’s “Pacific Peace Con
ference.”)

Pressecl_ for action, Casey said:
“The government is doing its ut-
most to uncover the nest of traitors
which exists somewhere or other in
our public serviee

Last week an anti-Communist
charzged that there Were spies at the
Rum Jungle unanium mines . (see
below) and even in Parliament ii-
sell. Australiang were beginning to
wonder wheather the government’s
search for the traitors was getting
anywhere. In Parlament last
month, Laborite Allan Fraser asked:
“Can the Minister for External
Affairs inform me wheather the
nest of traitors is still in publie
sm" Ce?“

Casey; “Yes.”

Fraser: “Will the Minister say
why the traitors have not been ar-
rested and placed on trial?”

Casey: “If the honourable mem-
ber will bide his time, all , will be
(From “Time").

Lesson from a Piece of Cheese

PREMIER Antoine Pinay, a re-

solutely ordinary Frenchman,
likes to think of France as g large-
scale model of Saint-Chamond (pop.
15,0000 his ipdustrious little home
town (its chief product: shoe-laces)
near Lyons. As often ds he can.
Pinay locks his desk in the Hotel
Matiznon, his officlal Parls resi-

‘dence, and slips away to look over

the prosperous tannery he stlll owns
in Saint-Chamond, and to chat with
loeal shopkeepers and housewives
about the problem on whose' solution
he has staked his political future:
how to cut prices, hold  back
inflation. Recently, le petit Premier
made a startling discovery: high
prices are caused not simply by
“‘greedy capltalists.” as the Socialists
and Communists would have it,
but by “thrifty” French housewives

who have
thrifty,

forgottén heow “to be

Last week, in the magazine Rea-
lites, Pinay reported on BOme  ex
periments, conducted by 8 stafll of
economists, which confirmed his
own findings at Saint -Chamond,

Faced with two halves of the same
Camembert cheese, one carrying a |

higger price tag than the other,
French housewives “always" (“¥ou
hear me—always") ask for the More
expensive plece, g

Presented with both halves of the
same bolt of cloth, customers not
only buy the higher-priced half but

actually invent reasons Justifying
the price difference,
As long as they stick to such

spend-thrift habits, concluded Pinay,
France should not expeet  the
government  to. perform = price-
cutting mirgeles, “Ever since Henry
IV, all governments have broken
their teeth on this problem (of
prices). The only solutlon  would
be an abundance of goods and the
restoration of Iree conpetition,
But thingg are not that slmple, be-
cause the customer dots not know
how to defend himself. On the
contrary, he favors high prices. .

Line of Mercury,
good talkine point, but he would
need results, not arguments, to
convince the National Assembly,
which reconvenes next month, that
his government can keep - its pro-
mise to balance the French budget

Pinay had a

without raising taxes. At first
Pinay did remarkably well (Time,
April 21 et seq.), but by last week

his “save-the-fane” campaign had
Yallen afoul of man and  nature,
Foot-and-mouth disease, raging in
central France, had ravaged cattle
herds. sent beef and veal prices
soaring. A hot., rainless summer
reduced butter and cheese produc- |
tion; ripened a grape harvest i)
abundant that the bottom fell out
of the wine market. Rearmament
cutbacks produced spotty unemploy-
ment in* the engineering trades:
French labor unlons threatened
new demands for wage -Increases,
With France’s 1952 budget already
200 billlon franes In the red Pinay
was In a tough spot.

Without  sdditional U. 8. aid
(which Washington has. already
refused). *France might soon be In
for mere trouble. But. “Lucky”
Pinay refused to be downhearted.
Liast month,, vacationing at Aix-les
Baing In the French Alps, he ran
into a gypsy in front of hiz hotel
The gypsy grasped the  Permier's
hand, studied his palm and said:
“I see no change in your present
political situation: for at least a
year or & possibly two . . ."” Then
the gypsy t-rz}ced Pinay's. Une of
Mercury (which shows ability in
the pursuit of wealth), ang added:
“You are going ‘to make " a long
voyage to North Amerlea within $he
next wo or three months®. . "

Washington didn't need to read
its heart line (which shows EEnero-
sity to oth®rs) to fisure out why.—
{Frém “Time"),

.
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(Continued from page 8)

got richer faster than any compara-
ble region of the United States ever
has. Oll derricks, sky-scrapers,
flamboyant hotels, oil and gas pipe-
lines, canals, plers and great Indus-

- trial shapes have sprung like mush-

rooms from & landscape that the
North-Westerner would consider
quite drab. It iz the land of the big
rich; the making of wealth domin-
ates the way of lfe. And vet
wealth is really only a symbol for the
Texan, he likes to spend it just as
wildly as he makes It; he loves the
“feel” of struggle, the exhilaration of
vietory. of “getting ahead”. Every-
thing here is on a blg scale, as if the
gods had lifted the curtain for a
drama in Valhalla. The young folks
associate in  droves—one of their
barbecueg will be attended by a hun-
dred or more. As an Easterner once
complained, he wished that Texas
eguld be friendly on a neighbourhood

basls Instead of on a Statr: basis.
The ordinary Texan thinks nothfg

of driving two er three hundred
miles just to see a “lpcal’” foothall
Zame. hi

The Texan way of life, indeed. re-

presents . an  extension into the
twentieth century ot ecertain ideas
that animated all Americans upto

the First World War. Here is the
land of opportunity: whese anybody
can rise to the “top"; where tofnor-
row 15 unpredictable and yesterday |
unnecessary, Here the intrepid
individual, the risk, the adventure,
the fabulous reward, have somehow
come to fruition in a world largely
oceupled with the less romantic pro-
blems of social “securlty” and social

“selence'. It ls possible for the
mpdern American to feel somewhat
nostalgie about Texas, however he |
may smile—or cringe—at = its re-

CEeREES,
(To be continued).

- WAIKER $ONS & €0, 11D,

The moon shines bright in Bonga Bonga
But Mazda lamps stay brighter longer

AuBl

The Outshining .-Lighf'

Sole Agents :

BRITISH OIL ENGINES
(EXPORT) LTD,.
OIL ENGINES

Mc LAREN/BRUSH 27, 44 & 55 KILOWATT
SELF CONTAINED GENERATING _SETS

LEADERS OF
THEIR CLASS
o ILLUSTRATING by ;
THE Mc, LAREN/BRUSH 55 KW 3
ELECTRIC GEMERATING PLANT,
— t CAPACITY* 55 KILOWATTS

400/440
3 PHASE, 50 CYCLES, 4 WIRE
0.8 POWER FACTOR

EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD DELIVERY IS
AVAILABLE FOR THE ABOVYE SETS.

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS APPLY

VOLTAGE
CHARACTERISTICS

SOLE AGENTS

Telephone Colombo
4354 Engineering
(4 lines) Works,

(CEYLON) LTD. |
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P & O and B L

REGULAR PASSENGER AND CARGO SERVICES

FROM COLOMBO
TO

INDIA, EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN,
PERSIAN GULF PORTS, MALAYA,
FAR EAST, UNITED KINGDOM,
EUROPE  ,AUSTRALIA

CONNECTIONS VIA BOMBAY TO
EAST AND SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS

TRAVEL AND SHIP BY P & O AND B. I

AGENTS

® COLOMBO
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. of Ceylon Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 94, Tel. 238! (4 lines)

TO ENGLAND & HOLLAND
IN 14 DAYS
BY ROYAL DUTCH MAILS

@ FAST SERVICE
@ FREQUENT SAILINGS
® LUXURIOUS ACCOMMODATION
@ FOR FARES & FURTHER DETAILS APPLY :—

AITKEN, SPENCE & CO. LTD.

P. O. Box 5 — COLOMBO :

MACKINNON M ACKENZIE & CO.
OF CEYLON LTD.

CLEARING AND FORWARDING
DEPARTMENT

LANDING, SHIPPING AND TRANSHIPMENT
OF
BAGGAGE AND CARGO

UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE RATES WHICH
MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION

CUSTOMS, EXCHANGE CONTROI:,
EXPORT CONTROL FORMALITIES
BY OUR QUALIFIED STA

IMPORT &
HANDLED _
Fe

ESTIMATES GIVEN WITHOUT *CHARGE
INSURANCE ARRANGED IF REQUIRED
L J ® T

MACKINNON MACKENZIE g CcoO,
OF CEYLON LTD.

i CoLOMBO
P. O. Box 94

Telegrams :—Mackinnons, Telephone :—2381 (4 Lines)

NEDERLAND LINE ROYAL |

ROYAL DUTCH MAIL RO'.I:TERDAM I

AMSTERDAM | LLOYD ||
ROTTERDAM

|

THE MEANING
OF FULL
EMPLOYMENT

FULL employment is an eco-

nomie problem which looms
large in all parts of the coun-
try. Political equality in the
context of economic instability,
and social backwardness is
inane and meaningless. With
the efnergence of the welfare
state, the activities of the Gev-
ernment have become wide

and numerors. Ours is an undeveloped
country in the economic sphere,
when compared with other Western
countries, but in the light of the pre-
sent situation, the standard of liv-
ing of the people in Ceylon is hlgher
than that of South-East Asian
countries. Unemployment has be-
come rampant, and it is the duty of
the State as a social service State to
solve this burning problem.

According to Lord Beveridge “the
greatest evil of employment is not
physical but moral, not the want
which it may bring, but the hatred
and fear which it breeds". There is
some truth in this statement, and
in the light of such a truth, the Gov-
ernment’s aim should be to eradi-
cate this fly in the ocintment of
social and economic progress al-
together,

The factory and all vorking
establishments should not be water-
tight compartments without giving
the employee the right of decent
living and relaxation, nor should it
be a pienic or haphazard mechan-
ism, but in it Iife should be real and
earnest. The Government should
put the right man in the right place.

according fo one's aptitudes and
capabilities. Thus the work be-
comes expedient and  smooth,

otherwise it will be cumbersome and
dilatory.

The first alm of the Government
should be to take a survey of the
whole island and record the exaet
number of those who are un-
employed. There are abouf 65,000
unemployed aceording to Govern-
ment Reports, and of this . number
about 34,000 are unskilled, 15,000
Semi-skilled, skilleq 10,500, the
technical and clerical class consist of
about 8,000—when compared to our
bopulation, the number unemployed
i3 alarming and the Government
should take immediate act®n. Ac-
cording to the wages calculated in
conformity with the various classes
of unemployed, the State will have
to spend about Rs. 65.000,000 to re-

lieve these persons from the pres-
sure of unemployment, Money is
being passed by Parliament for the
purpose of giving employment, but
the Labour* Department alone in
1949, did not spend about 4 million
rupees out of- the 7% mpillion which
was voted. Thus the people at large
were han.dicnpned In gettlng jobs
and thereby lost the chance of get-
ting® employment. Thus these de-
fects  shduld be eliminated, and
instead the Government should take
vigorous steps to co-ordinate the
work according *to a well-defined
scheme of work. .
Spem{ing such an amoynt of
maoney on unemployment relief is no
loss to the country, as it is the State
which derives the benefits out of the
toil of the worker. The worker
should be mainly of a profitable
nature—and the work should he effi-
clemt and of a high standard with-

out  shirkers, but honest workmen
who have a keen interest in the
swork. In the light of the growing
advaneement of Agrleultural and
Industrial projects which are set-up
by the Btate the country’s un-
employment  problem should be
jiz

ed without mueh strain on the
mment finanees. If the coun-

Goy

iry is to realize the fruition of this
politdeal Independence and to make
Ceylon a self-sufficient State and to
remove this unequitabla distinetion
between the higher and lower

classes, it 1s economie development,
soclal equallty and more Jobg for the
unemploved that will be an import-
ant factor in the realization of the
full-fledged soclal service State,

T. B. HERAT,
Maraluwawa,

A LETTER
FROM PARIS

VVHEN the first touch of fali

tints the leaves along the
Seine, Paris takes off her
summer make-up and wel-
comes back her Parisians. The
French, who greet their visitors
in the spring, return from their
summer hide-a-ways just in
time to wave goodbye. And
the curtain goes up on a city
the summer guests can only
imagine.

The coming season in the French
capital is expected to outsparkle the
galety and activity of any period
since the war, according to Pan
American World Airways. The
French feel presperous and, with a
banner tourist summer behind them,
they have something to celebrate.
They are hoping the off-season tra-
veller will join in their Testivity.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL WHIRL

The brilliant social and cultural
whirl begins on October 2nd with a
special all-star charity show with
Maurice Chevaller. ©On the serious
slde, the Paris Opera is putting on
again Paul Dukas’ controversial
“Les Indes Gallantes” during part of
which the audience gets sprayed
with perfume. For those who think
this {sn't quite dignified enough for
opera, there will be traditional per-
formances of Aida, The Marriage of
Figaro, and many other well-known
operas. There will be new pro-
grams for the Paris Symphony and
for fhe three ballet companies,

At the Comedie Francaise, Jean
Sarment's new adaptation of Romeo
and Juliet will be offered and also;
for the first tlme in 27 years in
Paris, Moliere’s “Don Juan.”

On the lighter side the cabarets
are full of talent. The sad SOngs
of Edith Piaf, the romantic songs
of Jean Sablon, and the Dleasant
humour of Charles Trenet will all be
available. The Folles Bergere hopes
to feature Josephine Baker and the
irresistably funny Peters sisters.
Mistinguett, 80 years old and loved
by all, will also be around.

HOT JAZZ

Hot jazz lovers will fing the little
cabarets of St. Germain de Pres on
the left bank jumping to the music
of Sidney Bechet, Claude Luter and
Mezz Mezzrow.

For many travellers who combine
business and Dleasure, there are a
flock of important industrial exhi-
bits, beginning on October 2nd with
the International Auto Show and its
Grand Prix auto race on October 6.
Among the dozens of autumn shows
are those of feminine beauty pro-
ducts, household gadgets, offies
equipment, a special boat show and

the inevitable agricultural equip-
ment show.

FASHION OPENINGS

The frenzy of the August fashion
openings will be replaced with con-
tinuous, more relaxed showings of
new designs all fall and winter.
These showings, impossible for the
ordlnary traveller to visit during
August or February when the top
buyers and fashion magazine repor-
ters are around, are easy to get into
in the fall. Tickets may be obtained
from Pan American’s Paris office, or
sometimes, from the hotel clerks. A
reservation s necessary for the big
four—Jacques  Fath, Belenciaga
Christlan Dior and Jean Desses—but
can ordinarily be arranged without
difficulty.

Visitors wanting to  see many
showings in the elegant little salons
with thelr deep carpeting and fra-
glle gflt chalrs, ean apply for a
general admittance card from  the
Chambre Syndicale of Haute Cou-
ture. Many women with an eye for
batterns and also for thelr budgets,
work out their own costumes with
small inexpensive Paris dressmakers,
Few visitors dare to come home
without a few new Paris labels to
their credit,

DRESS BALLS

Balls. fetes and parties will 20 on
all fall and winter. At the fashion-
able dress balls the President af
France's personal “Guarde Republi-
calne” 15 sure to show up in brilllant
costumes of white breeches, plumed
hats, red coats and gold ' epaullettes

Kurunegala,
25th August, 1052

which give one the feeling of the real
“gay Paree"

.
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The Press and
Democracy

By Eardley

IN a troubled world where a
variety of forces are in con-
stant confliet, a Demacracy, to

many Is an accepted solution,

Is  Democracy & by-word,
4 passport, a totem pole in existence?
Is It merely a Yacuous word?

Can it be distorted for the sake of
convenience? How best could we
guard it? These are the questions
that are commonly asked. 1In ans-
wering the innumerable questions of
‘the like one thing must be remember-
ed—that it feeds man in its entire
completeness and not man reduced
to the condition of the herd, that
it nourishes man as a single human
entity and not as an insignificant
cog In a ginat social mechanism.
In this context therefore it becomes
obvious to draw the inference that
man is the means and is simult-
aneously the end to the achievement
of the perfect democratic ideal,
When talking of ‘a democracy it
bBecomes natural then to think and
balance man in terms of democracy,
democracy in terms of man and S0
on. Both of them appear to be
synonymous. However, there is no
doubt that the one is interdepen-
dant on the other but this {inter-
depeéndence in turn s dependant
on another strengthening factor—
intelligence  of the man. The
greater the degree of Intelligence

therefore the easier it is for a
democracy to thrive. For it fi is
obyious that we cannot expect =a

democracy to survive the trials of
idiotic people! There is also at the
same time another consideration
We must bear in mind ahd that
that no man is a foo! since every-
one has been endowed with in-
telligence but with variations in its
development. It is education and
education alone which can assist in
this development but quite un-
fortunately the great majority- of
people have not the opportunity of
enjoying some sort of edugation, and
the common nation that the sue-
cessful operation of a -democracy
depends largely on the common man
must not be taken too serlously
There is a common tendency In
these times to speak in diffuse and
ambiguous terms when referring to
this age as the age of the common
man and hackneyed expressions of
a similar type,

o hat it is advisable to be eritical and

Gunasekera

The working of a democracy, as
I said betore, must not be attributed
50 the greater part to the common
man because thers are many maore
factors besides that that contribute
to the successtul working of a
demoeracy. The bass volee of the
Press has had an overwhelming
effeet on the thought and ‘actions
of.a people. By virtue of the wide
and extensive eirculation a parti-
cular newspaper may have it is in a
positlon of distributing what it be-
lieves to be the truth and at other
times an impartial judgment from
4 disinterested and detached point
of view. But more often than never
many of the views glven by a news-
paper iz in keeping with the policy
and ideals that particular paper
normally advocates, Generally in a
country where there are a great
number of newspapers each advoe-
cating a definite policy and each
enjoying a ecirculation of Its own
the reading public is prone t{o be
disintegrated Into categories with
different views. But this doegs not
mean that the greater the number
of views the belter it is for a
democracy because a great many
divisions, sub-divisions and further
divisions would tend to retard
rather than accelerate the working
0f a4 democratic form of govern-
ment. It Is then left to the reader
00t Lo aceept guite Innocently every-
thing and anything a Newspaper
may set down in black and white
because when reading a newspaper
It is a generally acknowledeed belief

exacting on what a newspaper has
o offer us,

To the mass of men in a country
where education Is considereqd a
luxury or te the mass of men Wwho
have received only ‘a slight smack-
Ing’ of it the newspaper is a tolera-
ble source of information. They
merely read and aceept all that it
has to say because their positions are
50 unenviable, thelr minds so un-
developed, their attitudes so restrict—
ed that a newspaper appears to them
a fountain of knowledge and a per-
iect source of information, Thus
many are apt to forget that the
Press occupies a conspicuous place
in the democratic world. If the
Press tdo realises this It becomes
easier for the working of a demo-
cracy. The fact thal a particular
Press exercises a dominating infiu-
ence on the minds of the people does
not mean that it must seek to im-
pose and forge down the throats of
the reading public its views and be-
Liels. The Importance of the Press
in the demoeratic worll has now e
been fully realised bReause on many
ogeasions i assumes the dual role
of leader and Informer. Leader be-
cause 1t i3 capable of gyiding and,
directing the masses elther correctly
or incorrectly. An informer befanse
it glves people a message and brings
to their notice all that is happening
around,

If then the Press resorts to dis-
toftion, insincerity and unreason-
ableness merely for the salg of en-
larging their circulation and ‘pro-
pagating their faith' we can be rest
assured that the stability of a demo-
eratic order is to a degree threaten-
ed. It is for the Press in ghese cnm_
cumstances to be alive to its duties
towards a soclety which cafl be
secure only in a democratic world, 4
If on the other hand this elementary
funrtion goes unregarded then I caft
only reluctantly say that the des-
truetion of the demoeratic world is
close at hand. In Ceylon in parti-
cular where there are only two lead-
ing newspapers the publie are only
given the opportunity Pl v[cwing
situations from only two poipts of
view. For this of course those papers p
cannot be blamed though it would
have been better if the public were
glyen more reading matter. The
lack of enterprise and initiative so
far has prevented the Ceylonese
from making such a large under-
taking. It is hoped however that
with the improvement of economic
conditions and the growth of the
initiative spirit in Ceylon we ecan
hope to witness a further assistance
In the working of our democracy.

‘S MASTER'S VoICE-

* * Model 5107 7 Valve
Receiver for AC/Mains

This H.M.V. Receiver with jts many advanced technical features has been pro-
duced to meet the special requirements of the customer who requires and de-
mands that extra performance and superb quality which only an H.M.V. can give.

Rs. 725/ nent

EASY PAYMENT TERMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

Produced in the world-famous ** His Master’s Woice "' factories, this
model has been designed by Britain's foremost radio enginears: especially
for first-clas , long-distance reception, under all conditions. lIts main
features are :

® High Sensitivity — on all bands, due o a special R.F. amplifier
stage and new, high efficiency, all-glass valves.

® Selectivity — automatically controlled by
5-position, wide-range tone control,

adjustment of the

® Tuning — Simple and certaln, Bandspread tuning on the shore
wavebands and a very sensitive visual tuning indicator ensurs exacc
tuning of the most remote statians.

® Output — of very high quality and generous velume. A large
size elliptical loudspeaker gives wide diffusion of sound.

Sole  Agents

“HIS MASTER'S VOICE"

- 'The finest beer
for a noble
Thirst . ..
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- HEATH & Co.

P. O. Box 71

Colombo.

TEA EXPORTERS

- ﬁéhlg'e' Ea‘ﬁnnal Mutual Tife Associafion of
Bustralasia Timited

{INCORPORATED IN VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA,

THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS5 LIMITED)
-

THIS well-known Office commenced operations in Ceylon in the year 1906 and it can truly

be said that the Association has pioneered Life Assurance in the Island. The very large
volume of business that is now written by it is ample testimony of the goodwill shown to it
by the insuring public. In the very early years it was apparent that Life Assurance on a
very substantial scale had come to stay in Ceylon, and in 1913 the Head «Office Board agreed
to the'erection in Ceylon of a building worthy of housing its activities. If 1915 the well-
known land-mark the ‘ National Mutual Building " was completed, and it remains today
one of the finest modern Office Buildings in the City of Colombo. 2

The operations of this Association are spread throughout the Commonwealth and, besides
having Branch Offices in all the capital cities of Australia and New Zealand, it has District
Offices in practically every town of note in Great Britain and in South Africa, and in the East

is represented at Bombay, Calcutta, Singapore, and Hongkong. Ceylon Branch is the central
office for the control of the four establishments last mentioned.

COLOMBO  BUILDING

: - * . . L3 .
The AsSociation has been responsible for the introduction of some of the most important features of modern Life
Assurance, and for many years has

offered sound Life Assurance Contracts to the public for premiums well below the
average, with full bonus rights, the figures of which have praved well above the average: This has been rendered possible
by the careful selection of lives which

has resulted ina favourable mortality experience, the marked economy of Manage-

ment expenses and the cautious investmeht of funds. A*Perusal of Financial Statements, will show that the security of the
+ . ' . 2 L
Association’s policy contracts is above question.

One well-known British Journal writes of the Asseciation as follows:
Assured. lts premiums are low and its financial re
is an Office which can with confidence

" The contracts of the Association are liberal to the
sources second fo ndne. In a word the National Mutual of Australasia

be recommended to*intending assurants. "’
FOR PARTICULARS APPLY TO:

F. R. CONNOLLY,
P.O. Box 242, Colombe. Manager for South-Eastern Asia.

Printed at the Daily News Press, Lake House, Colombo, for and on behalf of Mr. Robert Weerasinghe of the United National Party,
L]
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