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mrlL L Geuewt(BD. [BAD  [HEWTLITS
MTSF F& 6UMP6) UTHUSMES P(H UL
wid  BTEIGUITID HBS Ul FIOSS]
oD FHSHBATD, Fwplten 2 Meno 2438
wisupmiet gLiient uIGeuSTeT DiewIDWS
(p1gujid 6TENLIENS BUbSLI LI  LITTTET
WETIDGSHIE0 BT Fnpleneudsd  a(HLoL
BICwen. BAST Fapll BHSBIBHNT 616U
T SeupnsLl il & saLmgl 16t
USMSTE Y EIBVSS0 Fev &S5 SIS
&meNE  Fam  6UlHLOLIBIGmeuT.

Your  Excellency, I am very
happy that T have been given this
opportunity to speak a few words on
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this unique and historic occasion. A
change in the Seat of parliament from
one building to another is a unique
event, more so when it also means a
change of capital however close to
each other the old and the new
capitals may be. This change of capital
from colombo to kotte is doubly
significant. The declaration of Sri
Lanka as a Republic in 1972 was
hailed as a break with imperialism and
the realization of the full sovereignty
of the people This change of capital
means another break with the
traditions introduced by the European
conquerors, the imperialist rulers who
succeeded onec another, the portuguese,
the Dutch and the British.

Colombo was made the Seat of
Government by these foreigners from
across the oceans who landed in the
harbour and who wanted trade.
Colombo was the harbour in which
they could land their reinforcements
of men and material to rule over the
land and from which they could ship
the merchandise for which they came
Colombo, the centre of trade and
shipping, became the political capital
as it suited the convenience of the
foreign rulers.

The shift of the capital from
Colombo to Kotte has been referred to
as a prelude to the revival of the
glorious heritage of the Sinhalese
during the period of the Kingdom of
kotte, which was the high - water mark

109




ok

of achievement in Sinhalese literature.
The Tamil people do not grudge the
Sinhalese the restoration of what was
theirs. We believe in a policy of live
and let live. We believe in co-
existence with the Sinhalese on a basis
of equality and freedom. We certainly
resent and will fight against any set -
up under which we are made second -
class citizens and a subject nation.

The period when Colombo was
the capital paved the way for the
reduction of the whole population to a
position of subjects of foreign
imperialists, followed by the gradual
emergence of the Sinhalese as the
rulers leaving the Tamil - speaking
people as they were, a subject nation
under different masters. As if to rub it
in, the grant of Independence in 1948
was followed by citizenship laws which
decitizenized and disenfranchised half
the Tamil population and made the rest
doubtful citizens, by language laws
which enthroned Sinha as the only
official language, leaving the Tamil -
speaking people out in the cold, and
by amendments to the Constitution
which made Buddhism virtually the
State religion, leaving the Hindus,
Muslims and Christians with a stamp
of inferiority.

The parliament in colombo saw
the emergence of the reaction to these
measures in the form of demands for
balanced representation put forward

by the late leader Mr. G G
ponnambalam, the demand for a
federal form of government put

forward by the late leader Mr.S.J. V.
110

Chelvanayakam, and ultimately and
inevitably, in the face of the total
rejection of all these demands, the
demand for the restoration of the
sovereignty of the Tamil nation.

In the history of this Island the
Kotte period has special significance.
The name "Kotte" itself is' a Tamil
word, meaning a fort and the city
took its name from a fort built by a
Tamil by the name of Alagakkonara.

At the time the capital was
established at kotte in the 14th century
there were two other kingdoms in the
Island. There was a Sinhalese kingdom
in the central hills with its capital at
Gampola and later in Kandy. There
had been a Tamil kingdom in the
north with its capital at Nallur.

According to professor K.M. de
Silva, in his latest book "A History of
Sri Lanka" at page 84:

In the second half of the
fourteenth century, the fortunes of the
Sinhalese reached their nadir. True the
writ of the GampolaKings appears to
have run in Rohana as well as on the
western seaboard, but Jaffna under
the Aryacakravartis was much the
most powerful Kingdom in the
Island."

Even the reasons for moving the
capital to kotte which professor K.
M. de Silva gives are rather
interesting. This is what he says at
page 86:

2010



% % %

"The capital of the sinhalese
Kingdom was moved once more. this
time from the mountain to the west
coast near Colombo where Nissanka
Alagakkonara had built the fort of
Jayavardhanapura (kotte) and
once more the reasons for the move
were essentially defensive, to protect
the west coast with its rich cinnamon
resources  which the Tamil kingdom
was so anxious to gain control of."

No doubt, these three kingdoms
had their ups and downs. Reference
was made in the former parliament to
the conquest of Jaffna by sapumal
Kumaraya who was known in Tamil as
Sampaga Perumal, an adopted son of
Parakramabahu VI, who was the
greatest ruler of the kotte period.

This subjugation lasted only 20
years, and the Kingdom of Jaffna
became independent again and
continued to be independent till 1619,
Even after the kotte kingdom had
passed under portuguese rule, kotte or
Jayavardhanapura, the capital, one
otheingd tatexisted in this* country
contemporaneously, had come back to
its own. The Sinhalese pcople are
proud about it and we are happy.
Kandy, which was the last of all, has
preservedits grand and importance; but
the third Capital, Nallur in Jaffna
which was the seat of government
from the thiteenth century to the
seventeenth century, for a much
longer period than kotte, is completely
neglected. Are you surprised if the
Tamils regard this neglect a symbolic
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of the subject status of the Tamil
nation, of their not being free yet?

Your Excellency, under your
Government, District Development
Councils have been established in all
the districts with power to look after
certain matters at the district level.
May I make useof this opportunity to
ask that the District Development
Councils established in jaffna be given
the necessary authority to locate,
revive and resuscitate the glorious
palace and capital that was occupied
by the last Tamil King of Jaffna,
Sankili.

While there is an attempt to
revive and resuscitate ancient Sinhalese
greatness, let there be a similar revival
of “ancient Tamil greatness, both of
which bloomed side by side. Let not
one willt and wither while the other
revives: and blooms. Both nations
were free during the Kotte period,
Both languages flourished during
thatpneriod. All religions, particularly
Buddhism and induism, were thriving
during that period. Let us hope that
the new kotte era which is being
inauguarated today will lead to the
revival of the kotte spirit, the spirit of
equality, the spirit of freedom for all.
Let us find a modus vivendi a means
of co-existence as friends, recognizing
the equality and full right to self -
determination, the right to freedom of
the nations occupying this Island.

I thank Your Excellency. ®
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1952 - 1977 UNTTEBSGTE 2 .BIOGarT
ULLIQUIED
FprHsELH o _Fuionar sTaSEEIBHES LSS SIPHE LDTSTOIRIS6T I
1952 - 1977g41b yemihs STevmsetey QFmEd f@lurs Geumm GCUDD JiBIBS

SeuT@een LI Qi) sLHF fBlwns syl BHeneng). alpLL] euTs@ BEL (LD UbS
wlenevuiled 10& 3] Sl elsensv.

sibipgad srFuis urgnespans Goised Beoamb

Caiime Ohami(h Cum’ 1guit’ CLnir Glsuj;_,ui‘ AupCmnit
o1 et ol 6 M B ot U1 A M

1947 (@14 oyyibLub 1949)

1952 7 2

1956 14 10

1960 1omrEF 19 15

1960 gremev 21 16

1965 20 14

1970 o = 13
1977* 21 ' 18

¥ 1977 syo gemip) T PEAW eipsmev warsaniuieal FriLTe G5l
Curgui’ ® Geumal GumGori.

(79) ewiGTUDOIDD OASTEGS

1947 A.L. g iguwir GHOWL ens
1952 A.L. swigwr &. SITBIBT6ID
1956 V.A. spBengwir &. T

1960 March V.A. spengwir &. DT&

1960 July V. A. spenswir &. DTG

1965 V. beuy & Fleono &. DII&H

1970 K.P. 8usgleno 5. DT

1977 K. P. @ysgleond &. &, anl Lenfl
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(B80) anG&Bsm®mLsasNeS

1947 K. & wsgl oo &D. BIBISITEIV

1952 V. algfmisio &OWIL &

1956 9. DO eSmIHLD 5. DTG

1960 | March 3. STEelImISD 5. ST

1960 | July 9. HOTHeImIBLD &. DTG

1965 9. INOTHIBISID B. D&

1970 . SUITSTTEIT &. STHEISTerD

1977 | T. gpmreyssre &. af. g (T.U.L.F)

1983 March 018)sd sevrplg] pover FlmsCesdaud &l FbETEYSSTSH 10FwIGDS
WHS S 2_munienymes Bunblss I LT,

B1) sMMBsFMGIOD OGNGS

1947 S. 1. V. Q#ebsummusip 5. SNEISFEND
1952 S. pCL&er U. N.P
1956 S.J. V. GsFedeupmustd 5. DS
1960 | March S. J. V. G&edsupmustd &. &
1960 | July S. 1. V. G#ebsupruwsid 5. SIS
1965 S. J. V. QeFedaupruisio 5. BT
1970 S. I. V. Gsedsupmusd &. DI
1977 A. onfirgeimisd &. af. on

spmg  Gleeveur sSWlprsss  Aular pyosdannes usalamuws HinEsBa
06.02.19752410  Flagl G FCHTH0 BEoLCOUIDGE. 5B TSa60 Flp. sten.
Gey. af. QeebauBmiis) Ssuiase @ GgflaumsT,

(82) wraflumi

(1280 &6 wraMiumil AN $HS 2 Handsin’ L gl )
1960 | March V. siraiimisid 5. DTS
1960 | July V. gﬁmaﬁ;ﬁ:&szﬁ 5. TG
1965 V. siweiiEis) &. SII&H
1970 V. shoalmisod &. ATF
1977 V. siweimisw T.U.L.F
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83) Gsntiumdl

1947 C. susiaflwdeiswd &. SMmBlerd
1952 _ C. susiaflussisw &. D5
1956 ) ) 'C. ausiafusImisid 5. D&
1960 | March M. urevaBSTD 5. DTS
1960 | July M. urevaBSTLD &. &
1965 S. &8lyGsupLisiremen 5. DS
1970 S. a8lrGsupiListenem 5. D&
1977 S. aglrGmLieenem ' T.U.L.F

1982 gy1d yewi(R Flp. s1610. BSCoumiierensm @revwonsGsu 10.2.198241b> FleZ]
SlB. 6. 61D. YEVTEVHBSTLD DleuTden SLOWT eIl alBsamev eramsnfiulenTsd
BlunBlsas L, i

B84 2 Euip

(1960 8 850m1GFH 2 Hambsiul L g§l)
1960 | March M. HAsudhsoLgd &. BIEIETerD
1960 | July M. fAeudgioLigd &. SMEISTerD
1965 M. SsudizpoLiid &. STBIBT6rD
1970 K. Qguatsmg 5. DTS
1977 T. @ureaissid T.U.L.F

B5) UGSSHEIDD
1947 T. @ymoaimisd ' &. STEISTeD
1952 T. @ymwedisisLw) &. STEIETerd
1956 P. sBangwm C.Party
1960 | March K. suengrewomd &. D&
1960 | July K. gismyylewid 5. SIS
1965 K. suengirl swro &. DI
1970 K. sisngyLewnd &. BIIF
1977 K. sismgylewnd T.U.L.F
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©6) sFnussBaf

1947 &f. @wryFmb &. SIS TerD
1952 &, GLomyFEms 5. &nEByerd
1956 &d. e1601. [HouySIleaTLD &. D&
1960 |March . 61601, [BeuTSEemd 5. DIIF
1960 | July &l. 61601, (BevySSleaTd 5. DI
1965 &f. 61601, [peuySSlend 5. S F
1970 . 6161, [HeuySSHleni &. SIS
1977 &, 61601, [BeugSBlenip T.U.LF

HEDGYIT

(85 aznea 1960860 2 pamdasinn’ Lg)
1960 March Dr.E.M. V. praprser 5. DS
1960 | July Dr.E.M.V. praprser 5. IS
1965 Dr.E.M.V. prapnger 5. DI
1970 C. sumenoLisvd &. SIS erd
1977 M. FAouflzoLigid T.U.L.F

(88) wmpluramb
1947 G G QunsttembLisod &. STHRIBITerd
1952 G G. GQuneienbLisvd . SAEIS D
1956 G G GQureiiembLsvd &. STmIBFerd
1960 | March A.T. susmgwiimr &OWI ens
1960 | July A.T. syengunim TR Y-
1965 G G QurerenbLisvd 5. SIEIST6D
1970 C.X. wninesr &. D&
1977 V. CuirGseaeur s T.U.L.F

89 Eafoysnsd

(835 Asnes 196080 2_pamasinn Lgl)
1960 | March A. Feuspsrwn 5. DTS
1960 | July A. fouspsrn 5. DS
1965 K. P, gLlawmd B. SIS
1970 6. Y &h S FmIsH &. SBISTer
1977 6. 2y, enbSFmIsT T.U.L.F
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Soiins HNTHGHLA MBS et * & &
(90) wexanmi

1947 C. fApmoLisod &HOWIL ens
1952 C. ApmioLievid FBWIL en&F
1956 V. A sipssBsmer 5. &
1960 | March " V.A ouwssGs e 5. DTG
1960 |July " V.A owesCsmer 5. TS
1965 | July V. A swassCsmen 5. DTS
1970 V. A oipassGasmer &. DTS
1970 S.A. pagio ; U.N.P
1977 P.S. aamssrsen ; T.U.L.F

5?@. & &. SpssBsTan DeursaT srevwre@eu 25.2.19740 Hlad oL GLipp
Bt 5C8si5aI60 Fli. eren). ¢7. gasiio (UNP) sisurser Geupd Gummpnir.

@) wodoSSe UBLBEsIHH A5IGSH)

1977 M. G#sdagsLoL) TULYF
(92) eueyafuar

1947 C. sparaimsn &HOWL ensF

1952 C. spgyelmsd GO ens

1956 C. spsyeimEisd FCuI ensF

1960 | March T. AeudigLoLigip &. SITBIBTer)

1960 | July T. Aauds1oLyid 5. SBIBIETe0

1965 T. HAeudfimioLid &. STBIBT6TD

1970 . X. M. G&asvg sLoLY &. QTG

1977 T. AsuflgoLigLd - T.U.L.FQ

&1p&@ DG TaND
©3) Grweeuc

yBlsne o_memsslullL [@)50sresuls) slprss &LH GauLmenisern
Cuim1guilaisOenev.

©4) SeB8smambamen
1947 S. FAevimsvent &. SIEISTerD
1952 N.R. @rrgauCrnsuien &. D&
1956 N.R. @rrgmeuGrrawet H. DT
1960 | March N.R. @yregsu@roswier 5. DTG
1960 | July N.R. @rrgeuGrmsuwiet 5. DT
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* ko Beoriiends HUGrRSSEA MBI B Lo
1965 S. M. iorenflsmyTagr S. DTS
1970 V. G Amngear 5. SIS
1977 R. suoupgar LUL.F

(95) apgiit BAGOGIESH
1947 A.RAM. 9. yLssr U.N.P
1952 M.E.H. wpswl el HOW eng
1956 B L DEISSSuT CBTGS] &HCwI ens
1960 | March T. gamidLigid . ST SH

M.E. H @psiol. 26 HOBWIL &
1960 | July T. gsmoinid 5. DI
A.L. siigied wgfs S.L.FE.P
1965 M.E.H waiwor” sai . TG
A. L. 915160 wghls S.L.EP
1970 A.L. 911860 10595 ST E
A. 5mIBG ST 5. D&
1977 M.E. H wamri U.N.P
A.L. 2115160 10885 SLFP

(96) saeLrY
1947 V. mevemeviLim &GOW_ens
1952 V. pevemevwir UN.P
1956 A H .onsasreinonsbasimi &Owi_ens
1960 | March P. wreflssaunssd 5.5
1960 | July P. wrevfissamasid 5. NS
1965 K.W. Gsaupmusid U.N.P
1970 K.W. Czoupmumsid UN.P
1979 K.W. Caoummuwusid UN.P

©2 mmﬂl‘l.ll.]

1947 A.L HarenGevLients UN.P
1952 R.B. agli@mor &HOWIL sn&
1956 C. @uregaieny 5. D&
1960 |March C. @urggaiemny . SIS
A H wrésneainon & &HOW_ens
1960 |July C. Byrgaieny 5. DG
A.H wrésreamnoréasrr UN.P
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1965 C. gyrgmsieny . TG
A.L. flarer@svLients UN.P
1970 C. @ungaaueny 5. DTS
P.R. Q&Febsupmustd 5. DT
1977 C. @yrgpsieny TULF
M.L @&l Lpis UN.P
©8) wipmiy
1947 S.U. eigliweisndlmistd SOwWIeng
1952 S.M. @nggonswiissio &. D F
1956 : S.U. siglisiiensimisto &CW_en&
1960 | March S.M. Gyrggionenfisstd 5. DG
1960 | July S.M. BumegionenisasLd 5. DTG
1965 S.M. @yrggonswiisestd 5. P&
1970 S. swiilymgar UNP
1977 P. 8GamFelmisLd T.ULF
 (99) GubuN®D mrmn_'x_g'sﬁab sibpradard Gumtipui disbamen
100) oo Suasres)
1977 61LD. 6]. SILIGIOIDZIL UNP

S0lpir gpadlu alBHsans I(‘gpsu'mrmﬂ GFrmu  aurs@ssirsd Camsval

(101) &ebapanar

1947

1952
1956

1960
1960
1965
1970
1977

(Lomir&)
(4 emev)

6TLD, 6T6TD. SBITIHILILILIT

. o1, Guwem (A.M. Merza)
6T1D. 6T610 BWALILILIT

671D, 616D, STl T

61D, & SIBLOGI

61iD. 61610 SBflLIIIT

o, &, SBIBLOF)

SILIGBIED MFTE  LOSTGHIT

UNP

FOWL nF

5. SPHBLSF
LPP

5. DIIFHBLF
FOWIL_ s
SLFP

UNP
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102 arun g gasfish
1947 61D, ¢ D, @LIgrdDd &Ouwin_ emsF
1952 6TLD. 6TLD. @ ITT&ID UNP
1956 6TLD. 6TLD (LPSTOBLIT SOprHs Sl F
1960 (March | enb. . Siigen weds &HCWIL &
1960 | July 6TLD. 6]. BILIHI6D LOgIS &Cun_ ens
1965 6TLD. 6. SILIBI6D L0gFs &G ena
1970 §TLD. 6]. BILIGI60 DL UNP
1977 Biremi(h SiESSSUT CHTGS
6TLD. 6]. 6TLD. EQEVTEVS 6T UNP
6TLD BB S BIILD TULF
61LD. 6. 671D gREVTEVS 6 BHUOTD
slgnyenenier Ligsrgw useal Blpss
67D, 89. 2 SNonQevLIent Munblés i L UNP
Blb. 6110 BNBTSFo0D DjouTs6n HL' (B
Gsmsvevrni Gai 1980.11.25 guib Haz) UNP
ugmenoestm o_pnn lergrs BlunflEsin 1 aur
BIBLog] TRISHTWE LGBISHT eUTS6T
Source: Parliament of Sri Lanka aBIGIL:
the Associated News Papers of Bs. Bpanpsir
ABIHGHMN60,

Ceylon Itd, Lake House,

Colombo.
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