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Melle Raviendranathan Kalaiyarasi le 10 septembre 2012-08-10
4 place jules Vallés
94190 Villeneuve St Georges

France.
Madame, Monsieur,

Entant que secrétaire titulaire de I'association POETE KANNATHAASAN MANTRRAM, je
suis honorée et fiere d'organiser la célébration du centenaire de naissance du révérend Pére
Xavier S.Thaninayagam.

Bien qu'il soit tamoul de naissance, il étudie plusieurs langues européennes comme
I'anglais, Latin, italien, frangais, allemand, espagnol et portugais, et bien d'autres.

Il apprend d'abord le tamoul alors qu'il travaille comme enseignant dans le couvent de St.
Theresa, Vadakkankulam dans le District de Tirunelveli. En 1945, il s'inscrit a I' Université
d'Annamalai pour étudier la littérature tamoule. Son mémoire de maitrise sur la littérature
Sangam et était intitulée « La Nature dans la poésie tamoule ancienne ». Aprés avoir terminé
ses études, il entame une tournée dans le monde entier pour promouvoir la littérature et la
langue tamoule. |l donne des conférences sur ces sujets au Japon, Chili, Brésil, Pérou,
Mexigue, Equateur eten Amérique.

En 1964, Thaninayagam avec Kamil Zvelebil et V. |. Subramaniam a convoqué une
réunion de savants tamoul participant a la Conférence d'érudits Oriental 2 New Delhi et formeé
de I'Association internationale pour la recherche tamoul (IATR). |l a également joué un réle
déterminant dans l'organisation de la premiére Conférence mondiale de Tamouls a
Kualalampur en 1966. IATR est devenu le principal organe de direction de recherche dans
tous les domaines lies @ Tamoule et a organisé depuis sept de ces conférences. :

Un homme de littérature, qui par ses moyens d’écrit, a fait connaitre la phllosophle etla

communauté tamoule au monde entier
Une fierté partagée entant que Tamoule de naissance.
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Founder Member of the International Association of Tamil Research (IATR)

Pundit K_P. Ratnam was also one of the 60 founder members of the International Association of
Tamil Research (IATR), which was convened on January 7, 1964 in New Delhi. Under the auspices
of IATR, five International Tamil Conferenee Seminars were held periodically, from Kuala Lumpur
(1966), Madras (1968), Paris (1970), Jaffna (1974) and Madurai (1981). Following the retirement and
death of Fr. X.S. Thani Nayagam in 1980, and the ‘politicisation’ primarily implemented by Tamil
Nadu State Governments by MGR, Karunanidhi and (later Jayalalitha, since 1988), the power of
IATR withered and the subsequent International Tamil Conference Seminars lost their moorings.
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Jaffna..."

TAMILS OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Sachi SriKantha, Japan

Rev.Father Xavier S.Thani Nayagam, was born in Kayts, Tamil Eelam on 2
August 1913. His primary education was at St Anthony’s College Kayts (1920-1922)
and his secondary education was at St.Patrick’'s College, Jaffna (1923-1930). His
undergraduate education was at St.Bernard’'s Seminary, Colombo (1931 - 1934)
where he obtained a B.A. in Philosophy. He obtained his post graduate degrees
(M.A. and M.Litt) at Annamalai University in Tamil Nadu.

He served at the University of Malaya as Professor of Indian Studies (1961 -
1969) and was Founder and Chief Editor of Tamil Culture (1951-1959). He died in
Jaffna, Tamil Eelam on 1 September 1980.

Rev.Father Xavier S.Thani Nayagam was one of the founder members of the
International Association for Tamil Research whose first conference was held in
Kuala Lumpur in 1966. Later IATR conferences were held in Chennai in Tamil Nadu
and in Jaffna in Tamil Eelam. Father Thaninayagam delivered the Chelvanayagam
Memorial Lectures in April 1980 four months before he passed way on 1 September
1980. Mr. K. Nesiah who was Chairman of the Thanthai Chelva Trust wrote in 1980:

"It was Father Thaninayagam who reminded his people of their great cultural
heritage and the noble ethical ideals permeating it. So to speak, he built in them
their cultural identity and political personality. And, more this deeply read scholar
strode the continents carrying aloft the flag of the Tamil language and culture and
drawing many savants into its service. And so came into being, sixteen years ago,
the International Association of Tamil Research, linking the world's foremost Tamil
scholars who were able to meet successively in Kuala Lumpur, Madras, Paris and

Father Thaninayagam researched at Annamalai University. His academic
qualifications included D.D. (Rome), M.A. M.Litt (Annamalai) and Ph.D. (London).
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Rev. Fr. THAMIL NESAN

The World Classical Tamil Conference
was held from 23rd to 27th of June, 2010, at
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu fulfiling the wishes and
aspirations of Tamil scholars, not only from
Tamil Nadu but also from all over the world.
Several Tamil scholars, linguists and Tamil
patriots from around the globe participated in
this great event.

At this memorable occasion, it is very
much appropriate to remember gratefully Rev.
Prof. Thaninayagam (1913 — 1980) who toiled
hard and dedicated his entire life to make Tamil
Language, Tamil Literature and Tamil Culture
better known and appreciated in the world.

Today, Tamil is one of the few Indian
languages taught in many universities of the
world. Scholars, who are not of Tamil origin,
have undertaken Tamil research. International
conferences on Tamil studies are conducted
frequently in many countries. Tamil festivals are
celebrated in many parts. All this was possible,
thanks to the strenuous efforts by one
individual: Xavier S. Thaninayagam, a Catholic
Priest from Jaffna.

The continuous requests for a Classical
Status for Tamil language have been turned
down in India for several years, for political
reasons, and it is only in 2004 that the central
government of India made Tamil a legally
recognized classical language of India. Tamil
scholars and Tamils were overwhelmingly
rejoiced at this announcement, although it
came too late. The following languages are
generally taken to have a ‘Classical' stage in
the world scenario — Greek, Latin, Hebrew,
Sumerian, Sanskrit, Chinese and Arabic. Now
Tamil finds itself on that list.

Internationally famed linguist George L.
Hart, the Professor of Tamil at the University of
California, U.S.A., since 1975 and the current
Tamil Chair at that institution, says, "To qualify
as a classical status, a language must fit
several criteria: it should be ancient, it should
be an independent tradition that arose mostly
on its own, not as an offshoot of another
tradition, and it must have a large and
extremely rich body of ancient literature.
Unlike the other modern languages of India,
Tamil meets each of these requirements. It is
extremely old (as old as Latin and older than
Arabic); it arose as an entirely independent
tradition, with almost no influence from Sanskrit
or other languages; and its ancient literature is
indescribably vast and rich. Let me state
unequivocally- that, by any criteria one may
choose, Tamil is one of the great classical
literatures and traditions of the world"

It is not an exaggeration to say that it is
due to the untiring efforts of the late Fr.
Thaninayagam that the world came to know the
classical status of Tamil and finally accepted.
As the ever first World Classical Tamil
conference was taken place in Tamil Nadu, it is
ever fitting to look back at the unique services
of Fr. Thaninayagam, an ardent advocate and
zealous Apostle of Tamil language of the 20th
century.

Xavier Nicholas Stanislaus — later known
as Xavier Stanislaus Thaninayagam was born in
Kayts. Jaffna, on 2 August 1913, the first child
of his parents, Naganathan Stanislaus and
Cecilia Bastiampillai. He chose the name
‘“Thani Nayagam' — the parental ancestral name
after being ordained a priest. The name, having
served so well this Catholic ambassador of
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Tamil culture, now stands immortalised in the
history of the Tamil people and Tamil Studies.

From his younger days, he was quite
conscious of the linguistic and literary talents
that God had given him and he cultivated them
well in order to use them in the service of God
and men. As a priest he made a deep study of
the Tamil language and literature in order to
equip himself better for his ministry among the
Tamil speaking people of South India and Sri
Lanka. Since he was well versed in many
European Languages and their literatures, he
was able to blaze a trial in the comparative
study of Tamil Literature with the literature of
European Languages. In this field he definitely
had an advantage over other Tamil scholars and
he excelled in this field.

He published outstanding books and
articles on classical and modern literature. He
made better known the contribution of earlier
scholars, both through reprints of almost
forgotten books and through bibliography and
editorial work.

He founded and edited an international
journal devoted solely to Tamil studies, with the
happily chosen title Tamil Culture for over a
decade. It was the journal that paved the way
for recognition of the importance of Tamil
studies at an international level.

He occupied, with great distinction, the
Foundation Chair of Tamil Studies in the
University of Malaysia. He travelled far and
wide to spread the appreciation of Tamil, both
by personal contact and in public lectures,
speaking in Italian in Rome and Naples and in
French in Paris, where he was appointed to the
Chair reserved for distinguished foreign
professors at that most prestigious institutions.

On top of all this and most importantly,
he was the inspiration behind the foundation of
the International Association of Tamil Research
(. AL T. R) in 1964. Without this, and without
Father Thaninayagam, there would have been
no First International Conference of Tamil
Studies in Kuala Lumpur in 1966 and no
succeeding International Conferences in

Madras, Paris, Jaffna, Madurai and Thanjavur.
What had seemed an impossible dream was
realized in a splendid fashion. Nor was the
impact of his effort and his genius felt in the
field of Tamil studies alone; scholars, and
lovers of other Indian languages — Sanskrit,
Hindi, Malayalam, Telugu — were inspired by
his achievements to organize international
conferences celebrating their languages.

It is worth to quote a comment Fr.
Thaninayagam made comparing certain
languages: "If Latin is the language of law,
French the language of diplomacy, German the
language of science and English the language
of commerce, then Tamil is the language of
Bhakthi". The word Bhakthi may be translated
as 'Devotion to the Sacred and the Holy.'
Coming from one who knew so many
languages and who himself was a Roman
Catholic priest, this comment is regarded as
very significant.

Many international distinguished scholars
have stated clearly about his contributions as
well as his greatness. Prof. R. E. Asher of
University of Edinburgh, U.K. says, "In the
spreading within and outside its homeland of
an appreciation of Tamil culture, there have
been many memorable names during the last
three centuries of so, a good number of them
Europeans — Ziegenbalg, Fabricius, Beschi,
Caldwell, Pope, Arden, Vison, Filliozat, Zvelebil
... Yet it would be difficult to sustain a claim
that the contribution of any of these of others
whom one might name equalled in range that
of Father Thaninayagam."”

Prof. M.B. Emineau of University of
California, U.S.A., says. "His perfect and
beautiful mastery of the English language and
its literature was matched, to the astonishment
of his Western friends, by his equal mastery of
so many of the West's languages and literature
— Latin, French, Italian and who knows what
more, That this enhanced his studies in Tamil
literature goes without saying"

Prof. E. Sarathchandra of the University
of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka says, "He wore no
mask of any sort. Whatever he said he said
straight from the heart. And what he said was
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at once sincere and truthful. There were no half
truths in his words.... We never discussed
communal harmony together. But he and
| talked together of the points of contact,
_between the culture of the Tamils and the
culture of the Sinhalese. How one had enriched
the other and could do so in the future."

Prof. C.R. Boxer of the University of
London, U.K. says, "He was in the best sense
a ‘Citizen of the World' widely travelled in four
continents and on seven seas, he was always
alert and receptive to new ideas, people and
places; but he was never deflected by them
from his vocation as a Roman Catholic Priest.
"Fr. Thaninayagam has made a tremendous
contribution towards internationalising Tamil
Studies. He was a Catholic priest who
championed Tamil Culture. Catholic Christianity
is an international region and it seemed to have
helped him a great deal in his life — time task
of internationalising Tamil Studies.

In the midst of all his international
activities for the acknowledgement of the
antiquity, richness and beauty of the Tamil
language and literature, he remained always a
devoted priest of God.

He was given the highest posthumous
honour in the City of Madurai, India during the
Fifth World Tamil Conference held in 1981. On
the eve of his first death anniversary, the
University of Jaffna conferred on him,
posthumously, the Degree of Doctor of Letters
honoris causa.

Fr. Thaninayagam, as his name in Tamil
means, was a 'unique leader’ among Tamil
researchers. Each of his achievements was a
contribution to the elucidation of Tamil culture.

As the World Classical Tamil Conference
was being held recently in Tamil Nadu, it is
paramount important to remember Fr.
Thaninayagam, the roving Ambassador of Tamil.

research.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 27, 2003)

him.

the UNESCO for IITS.

Today, Tamil is one of the few Indian languages taught in many universities
of the world. Scholars, who are not of Tamil origin, have undertaken Tamil

International conferences on Tamil studies are conducted frequently in
many countries. Tamil festivals are celebrated in many paris. All this was
possible, thanks to the strenuous efforts by one individual: Xavier S.
Thaninayagam, a catholic priest from Jaffna, who was professor and head of
Indian Studies, University of Malaysia, from 1861 to 1969. (THE HINDU,

Fr. Thaninayagam reprinted Proenca'é dictionary during the first
International Tamil Conference in Kuala Lumpur, with an erudite introduction by

His research topics included architecture, education in ancient Tamil
Nadu, Tamil trade with foreign countries, Tamils' emigration to Martinque and
Gaudalupe and landscape in ancient Tamil poetry.

His worldwide contacts were instrumental in getting generous funds from

Today, both the IATR and the IITTS are.living monumenté to this great
Tamil scholar (THE HINDU, WEDNESDAY, AUG. 27, 2003)
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BB DgCeusmib SameusnE 195694
SLETIGE) LI euMLLILGET Hlem_Sgeur. 26y
curenTigsd ojiqCustt (sesflpnusd ogser)
sipdlw s _emrasaflen Cgneliune *“Seoms
emaulled Gomflub ssBHlrapw” (Language
and Liberty in Ceylon) eetrm SAhlwmredev
Résmss ubynISHIL_HeTeng. SesllFdm
send FLL G BmEE wli@n el
Benruseilen OHNIEND QNPEMS N&TaL g
sllp Gomfl Abrrige) o' d Qumfluns
b rfwed Curfwrseyd SmbsTeosTen
SO WEHSET RIHEUMN B M)HEVEWL_EUIT,
eflrad  werliursmenuTlsmic
Cunyr@rissT

“eureomm) eunpsensullesr oy A fluenr.
ofley wWeseT Hremm O SNES SO
uesTUm._enL& sruumnu Gurymg Bmydudled
Qeunt QubHment. Cleucdes WEHSHET HIEHTM
2peTHSeMMSES S Glwriflésrseab LesTum
Wh&EEaD Bussnisener euenisg Seom)
et & geomasflsd eDsemevsnw
SieoLhgisteneni. DeueunCn ClusdlwugSled
NQemblev wESHEHL, Glemeonkbdled (Tesflerv
w&EEHD, ELUTefled Ltevs wWasEHL Ben
ssr(pd L6y Peorgsmmid Liewwtun_ (B o flenws
ans  eflrsd wemlunsmemwuien 2 fesw
Bussriisenen Hmefls Qeupul @ summdlsn
s, HD SHemg OFeveur smigw Hflbeans
suflilled mmd QFweoL ey QeupHnl &nesor

GurGlwsiiuigy Hevrewtn”. Qs 1980s6fle0
Slgsefler  emmaneusd. geumed  Huind
SleSuett  yemement  Lpudl Curenmeunsaflen
Sidlbemel Qumrm_L_ruser waasem Gumrml
LSSDSTaT  eNmoneusOns  onmleenio
Slebtementis euyeummy.
S seflenr sy menaunrs (Hibd

1958 b e QensPllysEu
Semmenit &6 SOD &ESHEHEE SHULL
urdluysenst R BIQSET FOUSES
Qares(h Geevey WBlas sBenwowns (puwedt
. @snens ‘B Gumniyflew’ sew®GU
Grergdlev, ‘Lndliybmeutser oulimn Guirn
ougl 558WesHTEWL_sT UTElenUS S&H@HS
Osfels@wrm’ Calgmbani.  oyeme
urdldsiul Laifsst  srliquw e Swl
Cuné@ seurmed @ng Qengflienu mafw
BIR&aT Fenus@s Oanemr® Gurs (Wuwm
wey ClFwigg. Qenmmih 2009 b oy
Berr g finfen Slsineurit Lindlliysesnen gmadlw
BIH&sT FemLEES Caren( C&seugnss
pwupfaensarer  shlpisafler umseafliy
Geusld CLITEIH(HLULIGTE SMogwrdl eumSns.
seflpnws  ogsefles mprHoIENGH  Sblipr
Weflenen madlu prQsst smusE aDSHE
Qesveoiu_esd Ceusts(HId 6160 g Serflewt
SETEHEL HETTEUNGHS Falql (Pempulled Sllpiser
2_enLLILIGNSIES SIERT(HSE0NS SHeHwL_(HIb.
BIODISTH  Sepleul ysLSsdns

snolunips sefipnuae sl
WmtuSlesr mromress® Bemmmbllssmau)_snin
eonienwller  eusllemwuLgb  auTeIMDHN)
e ewtisys Ogeflej ey sbliflen 2 ewrisd
wrsm Sl waaser srseflen 2 fAemwssnss
Qgr_ing Gumr. Caiam®Bw aemm yeuflen
Sienyplenu Wenajb ysnNsdlng. seubleunm
Slpsid 2_siten CriemioujLgmid Syruuesiiiy
Lepib euflen ylajsmrsenens sbwenelled
Qrwpu@gdlenmey “‘sramen usnseur TG
weDBST FHls (PPMIEG™ EIETED SHTEVD
s @ QeuEansdesiecoeney.
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Aggieunesr (ememeur ynendlev seuflpssi

FRD 5K SODF ClebLEEST :

gefl prws gysent @musnd BIDH
mretTiq 60 SO eTetTn CleTeleme) 2 &8585
FemBHTE0lEeeND  HBlPsLuLBSSweur.
GrevorL_mSrd oyeBs (G Wement Sblp
Bensdled Comemmlw QumBSEDS Femeveur
Srursrs. sBlPQum e wigeafls Csb
Qumfl, sllpuuesun® Hpns v,
gllpuuswrur@w  sblp mrefsepnd e 60
&5gIL usTUTL(R&@E 2. Tb e iguienel;
Blel UPEHWTETEna! 6T6MTMD 2 6TTENLOGENET
e o085 Iraudled gnfweul. 2 e0&SHOID
2AMlepi, uerGomfll yeveui geflpmus g
aemni. Qeuisst Qmeumb FFpL FSOD 260
8@ sieflss sblps ClFbiess.

s8CprH Qeewns
seflprws qsemmr

geflpnue ogsemi SHCEIH S
a6nb, ymidleon, Beogdlen, HCrsab, Gy
wid, BFsrellwd, rasw Gwmfl WwseSw
Cu@bureonss Qurdlasmst HBBSeul. jeumn
Mest Gevadlwrugenst earsoinilé sHH CLTMEHH.
UipQwmflufsr @evadlu eusnsensubn by
eflenn @evaflws &moyemIGmemD 3608l
uMigg, opiey ue QFuig SOl ol
Semenujid geflgseenwenwuib 2 0&HEw,
e o0 SNEpTEGD  SNPsuuGSHweur.
2 0blssveomd Slpsans O Slpwses.
2 0855 EIVsEsT6 @ mKhs LPLEILHLD
SODEHTE semEpdlwmismen H&0E0505815
sl w&s G P(WYasLLBSSweur. PHHw
Bwev (Indology) euL_Qumnfuier Qgmn_mdGuw
arGeustr@d  etesm  Hlemevemw  wrHMS

QzenGwmflwren FBlpb WsLGILHD LIPsHL
Qareror.  GQunf, @rdwuelwe GCsHé
OpBes L sE Cnrsdl euenrGeussor(BIbd;
Spwe| Oeiwiur.  Geuesst@w;  eureonm)
uenL&sliuL Ceuenst(Ib e16Tm) 2608 MlEHT
&EH5E o ewigduaur. Jeunemps OClFlw
1964 b g erTgCoCw  emeTSgIess
Sblp oyie] wermid (International Association
of Tamil Research) Qgn_rdlweur seflpmus
Slgsenmi.  wreweul  UmHauSSedmECs
slpLr ussflenwuib gremsrupiw Hiflssie
sowliuenfleowwd sib Bmaansanes &md
EUTDIHAET  6T6LEVNMD 2 & OlLpLEeTT
seflpmus yqa e,

Getemwyd sevefluyd :

seflpmws jgsemmt wrplureSSns,
2i(m&led 2_sen HybLes etetn Apmnfley 1913
Spd e phgmt. GeursEl CQuHBomt
@l Quuwi Geelwi setusTEGL. Beul
sheogwrt Guwir Gamenn evgesflsveorsiv
(Henry Stanislaus) sistrugn@. Qeulr sheng
wrr Quuwenryn Ceisg GCeeflwi svgeaflan
eome  eTeTmEn&SULLL T, Slstteni G
ppsrengwilenr Quwrtes “‘gseflpmus (psed
srenuengub Congssemmer Caellwi sugeflen
eomey  geflEmusn eemug Seuflem  pepL
Quwrneng).

Qe wmpliunewrsHed e eten yeflg
ugSfMAwm (St. Patrick) sesvepmfluiiey s,
Spaidleon, Geogder, sureonmy, yefullwed
paeSlwen  snmrr.  Settent  (@HHSSIeuL
ugliydsnsd g QuIETEH GHSsieus
seogonfluilev (St. Bernard's Seminary) Geihgy
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frusend, wrefleflwed, sow @Ulwesd
pelwenayd sppri. gren LRSS Uefs
ugglfldwn seoepmflulley fev smeod Lisweflwin
dlu  Semeurt, SHmeusnhsyrsgy Gurmud
Siempriilesr Cufled HmeuemigLrd Qesomn,
Smeuenpgyrd Gurmui Seuenr Gemmufluied
e wilgUy&sne Crmb mamasE) e ifen,
Grmid mafled Brsts, sy erasT (1935-1939)
2_U6TT UsV&mes sHasdler Senmulwedie
weoeweun  (Doctor of Divinity) wl'id
ugligb, yuen OQFug wysstr. Grrb
psflGe  @eur 1939 b e
850znedl6as soW @Gmeunsmi. Gumnaesed
Yusas&tanan® Soaambsynd Smbiwu
sigsemmt  yEGs Qs  GmSSIus
seogrililey BesSsn Gumfl snHllgsn.
Uement  gn&gis@guileo CGupmurns Smbs
Alprenréley  Gomne syeulr seflenr  yempliiled
BI5515G 45O SImGs 2 siem
UL Esan@mgs e wifleneols uetefl WSt
e gells semevenw yAfwrmsl  uewf
yilsgn. omGagnen (wempliug sBlH Beos
sevT Qevsdlwrismens @mens slirnenfw
SwflLb sHpm.

ueGomfll  LulHAuyn
SBPCmM 2 wrsfuyb:

e wiflemeols  usnefl, aserAsafe
s, Srusemd, gyhideown, Begdes Gomf
&6 Lwle jqsemmi Grmbd mefled Gueyd
8Crssn, srCrwub, @ssreslwn Cursm Leo
Cuamepm_Howmnfleasnst Sy wiss SHmI.
Sieuplen Qevsdlurisensmyb spns Csim
gt “oCrmutlu prevskiseafley 2 eten DS
maolwpsgit Lgasst” (Tamil Manuscript in
European Libraries) steorm syqsennilesr a6
sorenwll LS @LEUng Beaimae Curiggs
gdw Qumfl. GrEratlomd o fwahfled
sée LIPS QEbss Csfdng. uep @G
wrewteuiget Ludepn Crmd L&emevss ek
sefled @aumaEl ue B L e QFmLiiy en
UL gl ueQumfll u¥ndured Baimsss

SWBIPU ueRTUN 1960 2 wWiFfub, LD
Czefloyns Qzflbger. Peuneon e eaBlue
Qsiw Geuer@n steom 2 wiks Crrés,
Beamee e ndpn. Seur Grmd mafed
URHGWL &teugdlen, “ Grmd efywrpefieur
sllpssmsn” OQarmdlemi. eugdansr
aurblemmedluded s eelluriysEn aHur®
QELGEIHID SIGSHETTT e,

sleny Cuepid osremil,syuleysd &6
Geon® she Ceusimr®b  stetyy  Beui
SIETTTETTMOENEVLI LIGISEHEVSSHL&SE6) omewsT
eumnag  Geimpgmr. omBs sOfle e.e.
(MA.) UCL(pib (1945-1947), enb.eSI. L
(b (1947-1949) QubpIT. SjeRTERTTOEMEVL]
LISVG6meS Spassle) BauméE uflflwissms
Bmigeuisen  CuunAflwisen  Oz.Qun.
Berrm_ 4 smgrew, 2. 8gburpigen Qo iy
wrr, eu.&uwrenfllGasemi. LewTgswell &8 Cy
g6 Qe gt GurerComi peufr. Geuir Guim
diflur Agwurrprges Glaiqwrflen euflem L
edled ‘LKLY BevsdusHe Supens
(Nature in Ancient Tamil Poetry) eetimy
Srdlegdled srpdw B Beumss
61D, 691 UL b eundlG SH5a1. Seucumiiey
Bredled sygsennt Cueneonn (B Cumfsef
Slmphg  aOSHIssT_(DasT  HmAlemmni.
Sieupenmll  uiBSBlY BevsdwrisCern(®
UL BH& sr_@dermni; uphsEILL L6
smen PGSO  padleogdled  Comd
Quuisgs smeerpnt. Bl Beufler L
Qumils ulpfeowwd, eutr SBPGLE |
Qanemng s Senelleon’ uheppun Sl
dpleouwb ueUN_(H 2 wisnaWD 2 60
Qaeeond Mws Qelw o enwpss Ceusssr
O senn Qeuir Claneisiy(BHS 2 midenwuyb
Qeaaumie g@ uw Lausefled smig
Bihusngu LgIGuNT sstoTeomDd

815815G95665 Hpbulw
sgsemtit Flp Bevsfus spsb pHeDS
Cgm_rudl, uesuenswter &._(HenT, BIeue
(psedlw Gumiinsenst BG5S, sipSsAfwT
sewen emsGeilsg), uflasend FHeM. L

Slevreorit
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Cauy mrevsenemubd Gleuefludi L n.
sBlpsgngid sBHU uenflujb:

seflpmwe et @rer® oye®
&6 (1949-1950) &ern, sliunen, yGwhasT
wailw pTOs©5 s0psSens Ceem Sib
BILOU  USMmNsE sSpsmsefle)n  Gp
wesrprseflend SOPEWLNY, sOp Sevs
Swib, slpLueTur®), eureormy Gunsiim LSO
Gaumy semeviiyseafled QemCumfle; oynmls
geur sllpLiLellasner 2 eusemeiley Clgm i
i, g1 Lwemens LPDS “HHPSSIS”
G @ mIeweOWd erpdlenni. DHmTE0
anggeees s0p Qesdus spasglen
ppeod  1951@60  gememTULITL.  RHIVTSHEYD
SIDOBSS.

seflznus Sgsemt SO FIWSD
Smol Beomemall UNSMNE &SPSSSe)
1952 (psev 1961 eueny sevellggennulesd
eflflejemrunengrals wesflwrhnlenmi. Nemewri
Brdleorng Cestiny ssveilsgempuiled Sy iy
a6 Clewg wHODIW (WPewemeun UL (1PLD
Qubmis smwsb S Nesm.

sevell LD Beuir gy riflevgHed e1ipd)
ween sL(Dewrset Peuflen seellggimn il
ot WHMss ST_Hdlemer; SHHTES
s606lls OanaensCur@ uyprisrwg SOD
Bevsdlumsst s @b soals Csnenens
sememub @UEIL@U unisg Qeur epd
ween LGy BSL(DEnTHeN LETTTENLS S
pasdlen sevells Aplilenemyb mmd sewr(H
Qansten 2 seydleormenr.  “LPRIGTESSLOD
Beosdwpnd upristed EHws  Hevel
Speyw” (Ancient Tamil Literature and the
study of Ancient Indian Education), “‘(ph&nevg
sBlpE sepasdle sevefwnert’ (Educators in
Early Tamil society), “uwprusmeols yeveur-
&evefll wrem’ (Ancient Tamil Poet- Educators)
steuent 6 oo semtflen sevellGgzenn
updlw LenL_LLS6T |

-

SellUTE: SETTERMIHIFEN SHENEOWTRGD, LSlrrens

rpssdlipr  Gumm_L_gpn
seflzrua  ojgsemnib:

Beuir Qamupiby UNSEMEVS &P&ESSE0
Curmdiflwrre QB srwsded Seomms
2 flenwn QuDD BrEN(PHL Arugeneuisenme)
sBpClNfl ynasaflasliul (B aimeusnswb,
sllpign e feowvwyb weown Amsns aum
UMSWID &6 Wk, SBlpEmA
wib bl wasenpd o MAemwGur® eump
Geustor (@b st6mLIG) Seuil QarHOuMneysefiey
96555 sunger. 1956940 yemr® Hrigen
Curfls s 1L smas edigg RS OTseT
Guimg Qar_mdlent. @UGumrm_Lmseflev
Sigsemmt  seongGsrenr(® SO, sdlpr
2_flemwast uhHmil Cudlsoni. Amisen Qeumlwi
a6 gjsenrilen Cusdled rflwed Crrssd
Bmadngl eens smd), Seur Ahisen gy &
Wesr el oo senfiss oeuenrs feomls
UOSsL CrraCar® mBLhg eungenrt &
s1ev B SSle0gnen SeflBnus igsenTeny
wCedlwl  uesmens sysw BrHws
gempWles gemeveur GlUTMLIEHU gHGLWNY
SMPSS. 2wz 1961 b e (® aHmy
wCeodflwr GlFemmrt. sgeHDUlsT  Fewew
eurng 1969940 e euenr ueflwnm
emi. @Bg 6L namDssT 2 s SBP
Qomflenwub B ustTuT_ B Brasfssams
Wb SiBlwayd, SHIISSLD, &HSSIIESEHLD
BLgBe|b euifl uGSSEN ET6n) SneVNLd.

2 e grade g8 :

_ geflpmus  ugsenmiles  wrewTau(HW,
HERTLI(HID, JeensFievss SOIPL LeTur G
mrastles oyuiefglen (International Journal of
Tamil Culture and Civilization) gienewr g8
WHD 60 gsenTi  Bsefl  psrse
Sjeutmsn  gblemy 2 608 STERESD DD
serfimmus gjgsenmit ClanemTiq(hbs 2 nidenwis
updll Wemeumonm) samyfpri: “BH SNUG
sblfler LrisTe Qesdluniast, uswTUN(D
SpEweunenmns st wHPHS SlenenszsGun
CQzeveomd @rig RenswrwnHm SWPGILMHlemw
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Wb, uvelruTC e 2 evsdlwsF  CQaiw
Geuswrr(pid stemmy wustr Cupmid) ClanesmGrLbr
6160 SjiqSalg. CIFTEOIEUMIT’. CUMPHTET (LH(LDSILD
s, sblplueur®, sy prafsn o &
aupeps sb ABErdlsd BniHsAsnEn®
aunphg SgsentisE wGandwl Lbsmes
spal uesll gmb ClaredT SHeateneal Heveuns
GWb medeumiienL medflwgl. Glamipby L6
smevd  swssdled  uemflwmBlwGurg,
195294 1b gy 6vtTIq 60 (BTG Sl LeTTUT (D&
spesdlen Guiled LEm_mdl BLgdhu “sblpu
uessrunr(®”’ (Tamil Culture) etstigmid (LTS
Bsemps Osmn_ihg mLgdlernt. gaenm
1964.2y1> oy 6B QBB ieneTTSHI0HE
sl Spie wEPSADEG @G USSUI
Car@gsl, sigen eufls sllepud sblpu
ustrun_ Q& fplisnuwb e evsBlug Geuu
& Siflw eumistisnLwd wGeAWL LSS
s&l uell g ES SHISI.

1966 b HYWH  JMEUSEIVES
SO opie| wepglen smlled (Wpse
PFOTE 2 &S5 SO winT_genen WG
wrelled pLgdlenni. QEs (P60 e evss Sl
BT IgDE&S O &s oceny  Beoduw,
wCedw BILGU Wyswi wremBlE SikiE
SIS0 TELeN, SefEmus Sigsam LHBIL:
LletTeu(mLOTm LSDHSIT:

“Quusisened &Res55 DrIwus
SIMNEGHS SHemeveurnas, Gaumibd e Cwrf
30608 @ Sempullsd LB Levento
Quppeurssris LsGeaumy GlwmPlaefled Levenio
QUDHD ERUREUT SHENEVEUTTS SEMWLHESI(HLILIG
BuiLcEsmed Swsid Qupn QumbGUDTED.
SHVSFIDMSETETT  FHeweveurns  ellenmigd
Guprdflwi seflrnus ouseTrenrsSgnen mires
@nE eHulGSaGpsn. Qowrmr@ we
Swl  usMmNGE  SPSSS  BLUUSEN
SNTETBISET LieV; jeummley s (pedlwwnes
&NTesoTD jiqHennilenr SemevsnoGu etem s
smEHACHe” Geuaunmy seflpnus oigsenm
STt senen Lspis, wGeodwl (Nrswi.

1967 oyib et Qrewad 2 085

sl wmpid Qssmemeuies  GCurmleni
SievemsTnelien Senevenioudled euir oy Aullew
wuwseflurs BLEGCsBlws.  @yewrimd
2 055 SlpLIBI _igen eflememeunad Sl
BIL(B  TETR,  HEneNSSe0ss  Hevel,
SifleSlwed LissorLn B wetrm (UNESCO) ydlui
Bemlen o gellaepLen  Casmanemuied
SenGHnss sdlprrmbEd  Bmeusnd
(International Institute of Tamil- Studies)
CEmn_rmsiul L gl. & SBlpnie] Heosenen
Qeusfllil_ B sumdlesrmgl. Slqsennn enes
glevas sblpmile) wempsdlen eublwnrs 1969,
1970 @ed QeusfllliLB eups ‘sbliflwey’
Spuellsn Bns Hneuangdlib eLueL&aU
Ul gy 28 QUCung emensgess SBIP
Spuwellswns (International Journal of Tamil
Studies) gymflesdler Qeusflundls Clsness
GHeHDs. e as sl wirtH LG
BrHasefled BresraTOsE Qb (PHDWIS
BLBS ebSF. opemme SUCuNg oiemend
sl S Spley warH(pd, 26085 SBID
wrBIHIL 2 prdls Qe madsmen. 2010
Be  gllpssdles masginss SBlDE
QenCwmfl wIEIR BLbss.2 068 sSUP
wrpr®  sereneumfbm! Sllpgd ClFEnGlnmfl
wrsr@R Befl pLs@wn? sblpisefler reSleys
G fleinEn @ arremd. SPTSE:S
sBHCf uhBlub, SBlpr Beow LHBluD
QgremebnrsE Gevemed een  aureUNHN)
aflepiser  safladempeni. Gésenfiiy
suGungib Gured @UCLITEL 2 swrenwwndl
apdngl. ‘BID o Clrevelssmnl eplen’
stesTLgy D Qsefleund) eumAms).

wEafwll LRNENSG &Ys5HeREHES
guejblupn Sesest, geflpnus jgaenmt
usoGeun BIOSEBRS@GL  Lwewtd  ClFuig
LI0&EmeNS: slpsmseilen aughenasl Gurrdfwm
Spgayd ussflummlg sblpolwmnl, sulipliiess
ur@®@, eureonmy upMé  QemHelumfesen
Qawg sunsn. Qspsaied sl (Henyaen
sipdluyn, mrevset Ceusfll@ G sefiprus
Slgsennt Gres Bms@ibeusnT SblenpGui geor
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ppaanss Olsremngmbsnt. euaClunn LSler
1972 eueny sevenguiled sridl Smmgn.

siflflsir erdliammeod lpr emaullsd :

GBS JgSBETTT 2 E0BD 616060MID
uwswTd  OlFLG), £ V5H IDEHTSHE6T
eml Ceisani. set H1VSHNE (Pt BGHS
eSrorupefleur, sreo@6leusy, Gumi Gumenp
Sblept  Qurwsasilenr  ouqupnl, 20240
BIDDIETHILE) 2 GWEH_(GD, 206D (PP
augib urells FLs@d sblprsEn, sblp
Mlepie@, sblpblrfulss Splienuub,
usTETUML _Ig657 2 WiFSlenwud, Brefssdlen
upsmwemW|d HBlefSEH seb Hlenmnss
QLSS EHET HefBHILS SIQSBETTH (LPS6TTEOLD
QumlprT UM HMD LMISS (PIGWTS).
gGewr  @MULISNE HIEsE ISHSEHSE
(pevienit “sHeng OlFsven BMUsD Hleneumeys
QempClumfleyssn  (The  Chelvanayakam
Memorial Lectures) aml_L_gdle0 1980 gyevmr(®
glrey 28gyb mrem “‘slflpmiesst - Ba
susny BB Befl mL&ss Geusrrg
weneuw|id” (Research in  Tamil Studies-
Retrospect and prospect) eteoim Zemeoriilev
QempGlumnpley eymilennt. &6lemHolumfleiiey
gpGwmnf, sllpr Hleneo, SblpL LssTUT(),
prafsn unfdl Gefleg Qoiw Ceussoriquisnel
wrsmeu stews GuAw ogsenmt g Clemn
Qumflemeus esteu(HLOTD) (L SSNT.

“gllpisClsenm e6veor o femaEmid
Qamsi. @ Soflen®  Bevensy. bl
SHIEBEDET  GUETTS@GD (PWhSlGemeT (L6t
Qe sss Qeeveui ster @il HremaGur,
Srigsn orena@uim, FUNPIHET UMPhHE) e(HID
Caum s BB Srenebur sglmnmés
(prwngl. SBlPEIEH Sre H67 UBTWENDS
@1 (Pyboemabens Clelg  a®BSDS.
eeiGeu, Berfl @b(pwndlast emeTSIDd Hid
enaullsugnes 2_6Teng). LHD HET_BS Sl
sememyd Crrssnoed mpgsibliflaGn (Tamil
Nation in Srilanka) @eng Wenble(HSs&
Qesven (pweoGeuerstBiD”.

sl(wes1seab, HlD eusmisdlssnseab,
slpuuentur_ B mrstls  wnwersflasns
b, sblpn s 2_feLasTIGa|D ST eurD
wrem  steveomd Gumymgweugnd, Sdlewy 20
Spd BIDDHTERTGE) 2 608 HThdled ehilu
QU(HD, FPD SHES CLmBESONE ClFsvsuminres
seflrnue ggsemmt, 1980 b e
Qe tbung Sliuser (pHeond BreT Genmeusy.
Combgnm. SgsHenmeny  mHeTpns  HOlHSeul
S6fl6) BIanItd Q(HEUET. 260G (Ip(Psugid 65
sr@aefleo urells dlLsEn  sllpr sOlD
Guomplepwiujd ussoTLm_(H Braflasengu|b wn
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Biography of

keverenl. Fr. Xavier 3. Thaninagagam

Professor C J Eliezer

The city of Madurai in South India has an
ancient history. From the days BC it has been
a centre of Tamil learning. It was the venue for
what scholars call the "Third Sangam". If one
visits Madurai today, cne can see the statues
of certain modern scholars of Tamil. One such
statue is that of Jaffna's foremost Tamil scholar
Father Xavier S. Thani Nayagam. The existence
of that statue indicates the esteem, honour and
acclaim accorded to him by scholars of Tamil
from all over the world.

Fr. Thani Nayagam's natural flair for languages
developed during his years of training as a
monk in Rome. He could read and speak
fluently about a dozen languages, including
French, German, Italian, Spanish and
Portuguese; at Annamalai University he
specialised in Tamil; at London, he obtained a
PhD in Education.

With this broad background of training and
influence he was able to bring a modern
outlook to problems of research into Tamil
language, literature and culture. He used
modern techniques of linguistic research in an
area of study where the long tradition had been
the uncritical acceptance of points of view of
distinguished predecessors. He inaugurated the
International Journal called "Tamil Culture",
where scholars from different parts of the world
reported their research findings.

As worldwide interest in Tamil studies grew he
raised with some of the leading scholars the
possibility of an International Association of
Tamil Research (IATR). The idea received warm
support and the association was inaugurated.
Professor Filliozat of Paris was President, and
the Vice-Presidents were Professors Burrow of
Oxford, Emeneau of USA, Kuiper of Hague,
Meenakshisundaram of Madurai and
M.Varatharajan of Madras, all giants in the field
of Tamil studies. Fr. Thani Nayagam accepted
the position of Secretary General. The first in

the series of Conferences was held in 1966 in
Kuala Lampur. The university and the
Government of Malaysia gave great support,
Tamil being one of the four official languages of
Malaysia. Fr. Thani Nayagam did the hard work
of organising the conference, he was assisted
by many persons including Prof 8
Arasaratnam, Mrs Loga Sivasubramaniam, My
wife and my-self - mentioning those who are in
Australia today. The conference was opened by
the Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman, and
proved an enormous success, with well known
scholars from about twenty five countries
participating.

| first came to know the Father about forty
years ago in the University -of Ceylon which he
joined as a lecturer in education. Later on he
became the Professor in Indian Studies in the
University Malaya in Kuala Lumpur where | was
Professor of Mathematics. Those years brought
us together a good deal and we became good
friends. It was further cemented by rounds of
golf at the Royal Selangor Golf Club and the
numerous dinners we hosted to meet the world
scholars.

| end this short tribute with his most telfing
quote:

"If Latin is the Language of Law and of
Medicine

French the Language of the Diplomacy

German the Language of Science

And English the Language of Commerce

Then Tamil is the Language of Bhakti

The devotion to the sacred and the holy."

Prof C.J.Eliezer who retired from La Trobe
University (Melbourne] adorned the chair of
Mathematics in Colombo and Kuala Lampur.
A distinguished son of Jaffna, Prof. Eliezer
takes active interest in the problems of Tamils.
He has been honoured by the Federal Govern
ment with the Order of Australia.

Courtesy: Tamil Chudar (Feb 1997) - Sydney
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Tous nos mes meilleurs voeux pour la célébration
du centenaire De Pére Xavier S.Thaninayagam
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~ Radio tamoule 24h/24h depuis 1997 en Europe
- Tel:0033(0)1483616 75
FACE : 75, rue Rateau 93200 La Courneuve - FRANCE
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Xavier S. Thaninayagam

The ancient literature of the Tamils, like
the literature of the ancient Greeks, impresses
one not so much by the bulk, range and
variety of the works that have been preserved
for us, as by the comparative novelty and
compelling nature of its contents, and by the
light that it throws on the hoary and
characteristic culture of the southern part of
Peninsular India.

What Goethe said of literature in general
is also true of Tamil.

‘Literature is a fragment of a fragment;
of all that ever happened or has been said, but
a fraction has been written, and of this but
little is extant”.

With Greek and Latin, Tamil shares the
misfortune of having lost the vast portion of its
ancient literature, but while Greek and Latin
have yet their drarnas, epics, and historical,
philosophical and forensic prose, it is almost
exclusively the lyric and heroic and bardic
poetry of ancient Tamil that has survived. Yet
what has escaped the ravages of time, though
not even a hundredth of the actual
output, reveals elements so original and fresh
in the history of literature, and throws such
new light on the history of a portion of the
world, that to study the literary features of
ancient literature or to describe the world as it
was at the age of Asoka, or Alexander, or
Augustus, it would not be sufficient to take
count only of Greek and Latin, and Sanskrit
and Chinese. It would be necessary to
consider Tamil as well.

During the last two centuries some
European scholar or other of nearly every
generation has paid Tamil the tribute of a
sigh, and insisted that Western scholarship

ought not neglect it, but even so, all the
interest that has been created has only
resulted in some stray compliment paid in
legendary language, “In the South of India
there is an ancient language with an ancient
literature.” Tamil has not had its Max Mullers.
Macdonells, Keiths and Winternitzes and even
these have unwittingly prolonged Western
neglect of Tamil because by identifying Indian
literature with Sanskrit literature, they have
created the belief that Sanskrit literature is
baoth exclusively and exhaustively
representative of Ancient Indian Culture. Max
Miiller wrote about what India can teach the
West. By India he meant the Indo-Gangetic
plain. The Kaaveeri delta has interesting
lessons too.

While it is given to the student of
comparative literature to trace the origins of
Sanskrit literature in the hymns of the Vedas,
and the early attempts of the Grecian bards in
the Homeric poems, of the origins of Tamil
literature, he can find little trace or historical
account. The earliest book extant is
Tolkaappiyam, and that book argues the
existence of numberless grammarians, a large
literature, and years of anterior literary culture.

Even by the most rigid canons, the date
of its composition cannot be fixed later than
the third century before Christ. It is this book
which gives the scholar a wealth of material for
the study of the social life and literary
conventions of the Tamils of the half
millennium preceding the Christian era. As
such, the third part of the book, which deals
with the functions, the matter, and the mode of
poetics, Porulatikaaram, is the first and
fundamental source for the study of Nature in
ancient Tamil literature.
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It describes the conventions which
regulate the twn fuid classification of Tamil
poetry, namely, “Love poetry and all that is not
love poetry” (Akam, Puram), the landscape,
the seasons, the hours appropriate to each
aspect and emotion of love; the trees and
flowers which are symbolic of different
landscapes or strategic movements; in short,
how Nature is to be framed as the background
of human bellaviour and emotions in poetry.
The poetry belonging to the age before and
immediately after the composition
of Tolkaappiyam has not come down to us.
What have reached us are the Ten Idylis
(Pattuppaattu) and  the Eight  Anthologies
(Ettuttokai) which are collections of poems
composed after Tolkaappiyam by various
poets, most of whom belonged to one single
epoch. Most of this poetry was composed
before the second century A.D.

These poems, however, do not exactly
belong to a Golden or Augustan Age of Tamil
literature as has been supposed.indications
point to their being the efforts of an age when
decades of convention were setting limits and
marking boundaries to poetic inspiration, and
preventing the free and unfettered beat of the
poets' wings. Nevertheless, it is a great and
spacious age in Tamil literature. -

These poems present faithful portraits of
the social, economic, political, and literary
state of the Tamil country, the two centuries
before and after Christ. A good portion of the
literary legislation of Tolkaappiyarn regarding
Nature as the background of poetry is
illustrated by these poems. The Tolkaappiyam
and these poems which collectively are often
referred to as Cankam Literature, are the texts
uséd for the present study.

The Ten Idylls contain lengthy and
picturesque descriptions of the Tamil country
and its seasons. Most of them are in the form
of Aarruppatai, a literary device by which a
bard or a minstrel who has received bountiful
gifts from some wealthy patron is supposed to
direct another to the same Maecenas.[9] This
gives the occasion to the poet, among other

topics, to describe in great detail the natural
beauty, fertility, and resources of the territory
which has to be traversed to reach the palace
of the patron. These poems which are in the
nature of guide-books and travelogues adopt a
more credible and realistic device than those
Tamil poems of a later age which utilize
inanimate objects like the cloud and the wind
as messengers or the media of poetic
observation. The Aarruppatai is of a piece with
Tamil realism and describes the journey as
experienced by a human traveller, and that on
terra firma.

Each of the Ten Idylls contains
passages relevant to the theme of Nature. The
first poem on the god, Murukan, contains
descriptions of the natural beauty of spots
most beloved by him, of his immanent
presence in Nature, and of the flowers, trees
and animals sacred to him. Minute and
interesting descriptions of the hill country, of
the dawn and the setting in of evening, and of
the close life of the people with Nature, occur
in Malaipatukataam, and Kapilar's famous
Kurineippaattu.

Few passages can rival the description
of the North Wind and its effects, and the
interplay of human emotions and sentiments
as found in Netunalvaatai. The conventional
regions of the Coola and Paantiya kingdoms,
the Kaaveeri and Vaiyai which water them, and
regional fusion (tinai mayakkam) are faithfully
portrayed in the other poems which are
intentionally panegyric. The greatness of a
sovereign was assessed also by the fertility
and the diversity of regions found within his
kingdom and, therefore, descriptions of the
landscapes of the territory of a sovereign often
form an integral part of laudatory and heroic
verse.

The Eight Anthologies are classified
again according to the subjects treated,

namely, into Akam and Puram. -This is a
fundamental division in Tamil poetry, and is
made on the basis of psychological and
psychic experience. Akam is a word denoting
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“interior” as opposed to Puram which means
the “exterior”.

Under Akam poetry comes what is
supposed to be the most internal, personal,
and directly incommunicable human
experience, and that is love and all its
emotional phases. All that does not come
under this internal and interior experience is
classed as Puram. While love poetry is Akam,
all the other poetry, elegiac, panegyric ard
heroic is Puram. In Puram poetry, the study of
Nature is mainly objective and consists in
similes and metaphors, whereas in Akam
poetry Nature is the background and
sympathetic stage for the emotional and
aesthetic aspects of love.

There is in Tamil love poetry much of
the sympathetic interpretation of Nature
whereby Nature is brought into relationship
with man, furnishing lessons and analogies to
human conduct and human aspirations, and
expressing itself in sympathy with or in
antagonism to the lives of men. The
Puranaanuuru, and the Patirruppattu which
belong to the Puram category do not entertain
certain elements of the interpretation of Nature,
which, on the other hand, are considered to be
vital to the Kali odes, the Ainkurunuuru, the
Kuruntokai, the Narrinai, and the Netuntokai or
Akanaanuuru.

An abundance of similes and metaphors
regarding Nature, and exquisite touches of
suggestion, are to be found in the
Puranaanuuru and Patirruppattu. Some of the
poems in the former collection may be easily
classed among same of the best of Nature
poetry in world literature. But the poetry of the
Akam collections introduces, in addition, an
outlook which is foreign to other literatures. It
has been the object of writers like Humboldt,
Ruskin, Biese and Palgrave to regard the
ancient and modern world, when looked at
from the standpoint of the poetic interpretation
of Nature, as “one great confederation”. Though
the study of ancient Tamil literature confirms
this view in a general way, it also shows that
in a corner of Peninsular India, a people

developed an interpretation of Nature the like of
which was not conceived on the plains watered
by the Ganges, or on the banks of the Nile or
the Tiber, or on the shores of the Aegean Sea.

The Kali odes, so-called because of the
Kali metre employed in their composition, are
extremely rich in figures of speech and in a
keen observation of Nature. They contain
apostrophes supposed to be made by lovers to
such objects as the cloud, the wind, the moon
and the sea, but the most precious part of the
poems of the anthology are the highly artistic
expressions of feminine love sentiment. The
Paripaatal, another anthology consisting of
long odes of a special metre and meant to be
sung to the accompaniment of stringed
instruments, consists partly of devotional odes
to Murukan and Tirumaal, and partly of poems
exclusively on the Vaiyai river and the water-
sports connected with the festival celebrated
around its annual freshes after the monsoon
rains. The natural scenery in which the
religious shrines are located are praised in a
devotee's language of love and rapture in the
devotional odes, while the odes on the Vaiyai
contain abundant descriptions of the birth of
the river and its rapid and sometimes
devastating progress amidst scenes of natural
loveliness. They contain also protestations of
almost a human affection on the part of the
poets for the river that confers beauty, fertility
and prosperity to the city and the kingdom of
Maturai.

The other four books ars anthologies of
love poems, alike in subject and metre, but
different only in length. The Netuntokai
consists of poems of thirteen to twenty-one
lines, the Narrinai of poems of nine to twelve
lines and the Kuruntokai of poems from four to
eight lines. The Ainkurunuuru also consists of
similar poems of three to six lines, but forms a
separate anthology since it is divided into a
hundred poems on each region. Though human
emotions form the primary subject of these
anthologies, it is the human emotions of a
people who lived in intimate relationship and
communion with Nature.
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The shorter the poem the more intense
is its suggestiveness regarding Nature: the
longer the poem the more detailed is the
description of Nature, and the more explicit the
avowal of the mutual influence between Man
and Nature. While human passions in these
poems are suggested in a few lines, it is the
description of the landscapes and the natural
setling appropriate to these passions which
are described at length. Many of these poems
are landscapes in verse. It looks as if the
Tamil poets had a tradition of writing on the
same theme verses of different length, for it is
easy to trace an idea embodied in a couplet of
Tiruvalluvar in an expanded form in a poem of
Kuruntokai, and yet more diffuse in Netuntokai,
and with minute and elaborate details in, say,
Netunalvaatai.

There is, therefore, no dearth of material
for a study on the poetic and philosophic
interpretation of Nature in ancient Tamil poetry.
The mediaeval commentators of Tolkaappiyam
and the Cankam Classics have rendered this
task easier by their illustrations and exegesis.
To such names as Naccinaarkiniyar, and
llampuuranar, and Parimeelalahar, must be
added also the names of modern editors, the
prince. among whom is the late Dr
Swaminatha lyer, whose introductions and
apparatus criticus render great aid to the
student engaged in Tamil research. The
difficulty for the student is rather the embaras
de chair.

There is such an abundance of material
that to select, collate and make the subject
presentable and readable to those whose
acquaintance with Tamil literature is scant, is
not a light task. The flora and fauna, the very
hills and localites mentioned in Cankam
literature have yet to be explored and
identified. Literary criticism of Tamil poetry is a
new field of study, for histories of Tamil
literature have until recently been preoccupied
with disputes regarding chronology, and with
proving or disproving the veracity of fabulous
accounts that have grown around literary
origins and lives of poets.

The books which | have found to treat in
a satisfactory manner the concept of Nature
among the ancient Tamils, are P. T. Srinivas
lyengar's Pre-Aryan Tamil Culture and History
of the Tamils from the Earliest Times to A.D.
600. The author's main sources for the history
of that period are the very ones which are the
texts for the present study. He has studied
them to some extent from the historical angle.

It now remains to examine them from
the point of view of the literary critic and the
literary historian. Professor M. Varadarajan in
his book 'The Treatment of Nature in Sangam
Literature’ has made a detailed and
comprehensive  analysis of the texts
concerned. For a book intended for foreign
readers on this subject, | have paid greater
attention to Akam poetry as revealing the more
original aspects of Nature poetry in Tamil. It
has not been my intention to crowd into this
study abundant details, or make it heavy
reading with a multitude of quotations, and
reference to single objects of Nature as
mountains, rivers, trees, flowers, animals, or
single forces of Nature, as lightning and
thunder.

Where other literatures are concerned,
ancient and modern, this province of literary
criticism has attracted a satisfactory number
of scholars. While there have been several
works on the interpretation of Nature of
individual poets like Shakespeare, Wordsworth
and Shelley, or the entire literature of single
nations, world literature itself has been the
subject of research in this interesting aspect
Schiller led the study with his Uber die naive
und sentimentale Dichtung (1794), followed by
Alexander von Humboldt, who in his Kosmos,
a work of encyclopaedic information,
discussed Nature in the poetry and landscape
painting of the Indo-European races. Ruskin in
the third volume of Modern Painters has
interpreted the Nature of Landscape art in
classical, mediaeval and modern times.

Victor de Laprade's two studies, Le
sentiment de la nature avant We Christianisme
and chez les modernes are bold and masterly
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surveys by a critic of refined thought
Comparative literature received very adequate
and comprehensive treatment in the studies of
Alfred Biese, who in his two works covered the
whole field from the Homeric poems to the
Romantic School of the Nineteenth Century,
Die Entwickelung des Naturgefuhls bei den
Griechen und den Romern (1884) and Die
Entwickelung des Naturgefuhls im Mittelalter
und in der Neuzeit. Francis Turner Palgrave
came next with his work on Landscape in
Poetry from Homer to Tennyson, and John
Campbell Shairp with his Poetic Interpretation
of Nature in which may be found studies of
Homer, Lucretius, Vergil, Chaucer,
Shakespeare, Milton and Wordsworth. None of
these works contains even a single reference
to ancient Tamil literature,-though the Vedic
hymns and Kalidasa come in for some little
comment.

The reader will probably feel at the end
of this work, if he will peruse it to the end, that
Nature as studied, described, and embodied
by the ancient Tamil poets, contains features
not in the least negligible in a study of
comparative literature, and that the works of
Humboldt and Biese would have been niore
complete, and the studies of Laprade and
Shairp richer and more accurate, if Tamil
Cankam literature had been available to the
authors at least in translations.

Both VARADHARAJA AIYER and P. T.
SRINWAS IYENGAR, o.c.,, have translated
into English numerous poems in their texts but
there is yet room for improvement in the
diction of the translations. Dr. Kamil Zvelebil of
Prague has published an anthology of Ancient
Tamil Poetry in Czech.

Plants are identified in this book
generally on the basis of BURROW and
EMENEAU's Dravidian Etymological Dictionary.

FATHER XAVIER
S. THANINAYAGAM

“..The poetry belonging to the
age before and immediately after the
composition  of Tolkapiyarn has  not
come down to us. What have reached
us are the Ten ldylls (Pattuppaattu)and
the Eight Anthologies (Ettuttokai) which
are collections of poems composed
after Tolkaappiyam by varieus poets,
most of whom belonged to one single
epoch. Most of this poetry was
composed before the second century
A.D. These poems, however, do not
exactly belong to a Golden or Augustan
Age of Tamil literature as has been
supposed. Indications point to their
being the efforts of an age when
decades of convention were setting
limits and marking boundaries to poetic
inspiration, and preventing the free and
unfettered beat of the poets’ wings.
Nevertheless, it is a great and spacious
age in Tamil literature...”

The tradition of Bakthi and the ideal
of tolerance explain the fact that nearly
every world religion can claim in Tamil a
voluminous literature. Tamil Culture has
been enriched by poetical works of
Saivaites or Vaishnavites or Jains or
Buddhists or Muslims or Catholite or
Protestants. No other language in the
world has been the vehicle of the epic
poetry of so many different religions not
Latin not Sanskrit.

The Tamil language has been
spoken in this Island, it would seem, at
least for the last three thousand years.
The punch marked coins of an early era
point of connections that Ceylon may have
had with Mohenjodaro and the Indus
Valley civilisation. Tamil poetry composed
in Ceylon has been included in the earliest
Tamil Anthologies and the Tamil spoken in
Ceylon represents a pre-Pallava period
with its ancient morphological and
grammatical forms and its repertoire of
words considered obsolete for centuries
on the neighbouring continent.
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Dear Raviendran,

First of all | like to apologize for not being able to send this mail in Tamil.

My father has passed away many years back, though he was very good friends with the very
Rev Father, my father has not written any articles about the Father.

When | was a young boy growing in Kandy, The Father was at the University of Peradeniya and
came home many a times, to spend time with the family and he very much enjoyed my mothers
cooking. When there was the third international Tamil conference in Malaysia, the Father requested
my father to accompany him and both went together.

Further The Rev Father was most helpful to my father in building the Murugan Temple in the
campus of University of Peradeniya. | have never heard anyone better explain and discuss the Hindu
Holy scriptures such as Thiruvasagam like the Rev Father. The last meeting | had him was wen he
retired to Valalli in Jaffna. He is the most erudite person in Languages and Religion | have come
across. The Father was recognized in the Federation of North American Tamils meeting this July in
Baltimore, Maryland USA.

Thank you for doing this to a great soul.
(8561 58pnésw @S5 uss54560...) Kanaga N. Sena, MD, USA
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AMIL avupHAM

S.K. Rajen
Director - Thamizhamutham Radio

18, Place de la Chapelle--75018 Paris, France
_ Tel: +33 (1) 40 05 20 00--Mob: +33 (0) 699 66 19 15
|  Web site: hitp://www.radiotam.com E-mail: radiotam.info@gmail.com
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195, Tue du Fby St Denis- 75010 Paris
Tel: 0952 23 95 34

M.G.R VIDEO CLUB

Specialist in Tamil Films 01d & New
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Coifteur
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203 rue du FAUBOURG St Denis-75010 Paris
Tel: 0142053142
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International Money Transfer
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SWEETS & SNACKS

+ Sweets . Savouries + South Indian « North Indian
_+Tandoori + Chinese . Chaat + Bakery Products . Ice Cream

\ VEG. RESTAI TAURANT 2 ~

St

ICECREAMS _f

ADYAR ANANDA BHAVAN SWEETS INDIA PVT.LTD.,
Regd. Office: No. 9, M.G. Road, Sastri Nagar, Adyar, Chennai - 600 020 INDIA
Tel :+91 44 4201 9988, 2345 3050 Fax : +91 44 24460607

E-mail :info@aabsweets.com Web : www.aabsweets.com

= Chennai » Kancheepuram « Coimbatore » Madural « Erode » Trichy = Salem » Karur » Hosur
= Tirupur « Cuddalore « Dharmapuri » Ulundurpet « Bangalore » Pudhucherry « New Delhi
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