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Message from the Patron

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to take this opportunity to impart a brief history of the Tamil
Association and its” pioneers. For the past twenty-five years we have been in the process of
developing our association. Today, I and several others who worked with me in the beginning can
proudly claim our 25™ Silver Jubilce.

My commitment to found the Tamil Association began in January 1979. Together in my
vision, a small group of students dedicated to this cause toiled beside me to create the
organisation you sce before you today.

We have come a long way since our first celebration, the Tamil New Year held at Anson
Hall, Cricklewood on 12 April 1980. During the first six years of establishing this great
association we struggled patiently to find committee members and helpers. I recall spending most
of my spare time during this period visiting members of our community, urging them to
participate in committee activities and help with the development of our association.

When I became General Secretary in 1983, 1 introduced the Sports Meet and cricket
matches, which remain annual fixtures. I was treasurer this same year, visiting people and
collecting funds for our needs.

In 1985, the Tamil School was founded by the General Secretary, Mrs P,
Shanmuganathan who laboured unfailingly in setting up this school, which sees its” twentieth
anmiversary next year and continues to go from strength to strength.

The Late Mr P. Pathmanathan who was the chairman at that time brought us greater
wealth with his successful application to bring council funds to our association, further
strengthening our position as a developing organisation. He worked day and night towards this,
tirclessly meeting people in order to gain their support for an organisation he believed was
beneficial to his community.

I became the General Sceretary again in 1998, Immediately, I took steps to introduce a
constitution, which pronounced our charity status; drafted by Mr Myloo Jeyaramam. That
particular year at the AGM, members were not aware of the benefits of becoming a registered
charity. However, the constitution was passed the following year, seconded by Mr S.
Jeganmohan. The General Secrctary of this year, Mr T. Ganeshamohan worked diligently to
implement the constitution, allowing us to receive funding from the government and other well
established organisations.

It is my great honour and duty to thank those people who greatly supported me in those
first six years and to the others who gave their courage and support also, especially Mr & Mrs M.
Mohanadas.

I extend my tremendous thanks to Mr & Mrs Myloo Jevaratnam, Dr & Mrs P.
Ragunathan, Dr & Mrs S Thanabalasingham, Mr & Mrs. J.J. Shakespeare, Mr & Mrs V.
Kathirgamanathan for their contribution and for taking turns to be the committee members for the
first six years. I also extend my gratitude to our first lady President Mrs. Janaki Raja Ragunathan,
and proficient General Secretary at the time; Mr S Jothibal and the Treasurer Mr T Selvaratham
for their hard work.

I further give thanks to Mr T. Selvaratnam and the members of the Board of Trustees in
appointing me a Patron of the Association.

It is my belief that our Tamil Association will continue in the success we have become
used to if we continue to strive as we have done in the past. Please find overleaf the minutes
written by Mr S. Sooriyakumaran at the first AGM.

Thank you.

Mr K. Sothinathan
Patron




The TAMIL ASSOCIATION OF BRENT 1979 to 2004

In 1979 a few people from the Village of Ariyalai in Jaffna, Sri Lanka living in England decided to form a
body to bring together all Ariyalains living in the UK. This group lead by Mr. Sothinathan concluded that
the best way to do this was to celebrate the Tamil New Year in England in the same way as we have always
done in Ariyalai.

Mahathma Gandhi came to Ariyalai in 1920. During his visit he emphasised the need to maintain our cul-
tural heritage and the people of the village of Ariyalai took heed of this and decided to celebrate the New
Year in a grand manner by holding cultural and sporting events. This tradition has been maintained in
Ariyalai to this day and it was decided to replicate that in England as far as possible. Thus was born the
Tamil Association of Brent. The 1980 celebration was a great success with many dramas, dances and
music programmes being staged. Following this event a committee was elected to take forward future
activities. The very first chair of this was Mr. M Jeyaratnam with Mr. K Sothinathan as secretary. They
continued to organise events that became more and more popular as members realised that it was a good
forum to meet each other.

In 1982 the Association became affiliated to the London Borough of Brent and changed from an Association
for Ariyalains to one that served the interests of Tamil speaking people living in England. The member-
ship grew exponentially following the arrival of refugees fleeing the 1983 race riots in Sri Lanka. We
worked hard during this period to keep people in touch and assist the new members as much as we can.
In 1985 the general secretary Mrs Shanmuganathan took the initiative and bold step of establishing a
Sunday school in Willesden to teach Tamil culture and also assist the recent refugees in settling to a new
life in UK. The first head of the school was the late Mr. Pathmanathan who worked tirelessly to lay some
firm foundations and make the school a success.

The establishment of the school enabled us to start celebrating events such as Navarathri and Deepavali
in addition to the New Year. These events established themselves over the years and allowed the students
to build up their confidence by performing on stage. In the late eighties we started holding a sports meet
and this event like every other fixture that we started became an annual event. We also started to organ-
ise coach trips to various resorts outside London and this enabled our members who were in the main very
recent immigrants to see other parts of England and get to know their new country of residence.

In 1984 we became the first Tamil body to organise an open six aside cricket tournament and this again
continues to be an annual event. This event held in August has now been expanded to include junior foot-
ball and net ball making the event a festival of sport that the whole family can enjoy.

Multi culturalism became more accepted in the 90’s and this enabled us to expand our activities. We for
example were able to secure grant funding for the Sunday school and this enabled us to move the school
to Alperton which was more convenient for most of our members. We were also able to register with the
Brent Hindu Council and be the first Tamil organisation to secure funding for the Navarathri celebrations.
Moving the school to Alperton enabled us to expand the curriculum by establishing the Institute of Science
& Supplementary Education. This proved very popular and our student numbers grew dramatically. Our
11+ exam coaching programme in particular is a success with large numbers of the participants obtaining
scholarships or admissions inte top schools. In 1998 the school moved to Preston Manor School for finan-
cial reasons. This move proved to be popular as the new location was quiet, secure and offered good park-
ing facilities.

The mid nineties were a period of consolidation and even then we established the holiday play scheme
which has been a success. The aspirations of the children and the parents have matured since the nineties
and we are now looking at new formats for the holiday play scheme. The late nineties and the early 21st
century saw the students who started with us in the eighties completing their learning by performing their
arangetrams. This period also saw the development of team sports such as football and net ball. These
vouth activities had the enthusiastic support of parents and youths alike and our teams are doing well in
external competitions and in some years we managed to win every competition we entered

In the early 2000’s funding organisations started focussing on charities. The members recognised the need
for change and approved the proposal to become a registered charity. This process was completed in June
2000 when the Association was formally registered as a charity. This change in the constitution provided
{or an elected board of trustees to oversee the activities of the committees that were the backbone behind
the functioning of the Association. This was a significant change from the previous regime and the
required changes in culture of the organisation to fully benefit from this new management structure have
not been fully achieved. Charity status has enabled us to secure more funding than usual but we are
nowhere near achieving the full potential of this.

In conclusion what started out to be a gathering of people from a particular village in Sri Lanka has grown
into a fully fledged charity serving all Tamil speaking people in Brent and the surrounding area. We owe
our success Lo the dedication of all past and present office bearers and volunteers who have given up their
free time to serve the Association. The members offer their heart felt thanks to all those who contributed
to this success over the past 25 years.

We look forward to the next twenty five yvears with the Association focusing on supporting and developing
our activities for our youth and children. We sincerely hope that the office bearers of the future will buil
on the excellent foundations laid to date and evolve the Association to meet the new challenges facing us.

The author thanks all those who contributed information that enabled him to write this abbreviated his-
tory.
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Message from the Chairman

I am delighted and honoured to be given this opportunity to write a message for our
Silver Jubilee Celebration brochure. It has been 25 wonderful years and 1 eagerly look
forward many more years of community and festivity. As all of you know our
association was inaugurated by a few young enthusiasts who wished to bring our
people together. Now it has expanded into a large association providing education,

culture and sport. I am proud to say that we are one of the oldest Tamil associations in
the UK.

The weekly Tamil school is for education, culture and sporting activities. It has grown
and flourished. The school is open to members and non-members. It is a place for our
youth to socialise and share their experiences.

We also hold a biannual Health clinic which is always attended in good numbers. The
members are always very grateful for this service. Our patients are given appropriate
medical advise and often able to communicate in their mother tongue that which they
cannot in English.

Education is paramount in our directives. We are helping those who have recently
arrived in the UK to grasp this difficult language and apply their skills in science. The
doors to our school are always open.

We promote many sports including football, cricket, badminton, karate and netball
and have an annual sport meet. We are the only Tamil organisation that holds an
annual cricket festival for our community.

More than ten of our students had their graduation ceremony since the establishment
of our school. We are very proud of them. Some are continuing to perform and help
the association.

Our cultural committee and other members worked tirelessly to organise this event.

We thank all the sponsors, artists and well wishers for making the Silver Jubilee a
success.

Dr. M. Theivendra

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - 2004
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r: Mf.P.fhéhébalasingam. Mr.S.Jeganmohan. Dr.M.Theivendr.a', Mr.V.Kathirgamanthan, Mrs C.Vijendra
Absentee: Mrs.G.Kaneshanathan Mr.V. Sriranjithan
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THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR OF THE
LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT

COUNCILLOR AHMAD SHAHZAD

The Chairman

The Tamil Association of Brent
133 Abboyne Road

Neasden

London

NW10 OEY

20 May 2004

Dear Mr Chairman

| have great pleasure in accepting ybur kind invitation to attend the Tamil New
Year Silver Jubilee Celebration on 29 May.

The London Borough of Brent is proud to be one of the most multi-cultural areas
in the United Kingdom and the rich culture and traditions of the Tamil community
contribute much to the diversity of Brent. The programme of activities you
organise throughout the year, especially for young people, present an immense
opportunity to celebrate being part of the Tamil community in the Borough.

Let me wish you every success with your work in your Silver Jubilee Year and |
look forward to meeting you and members of the Tamil Association of Brent on
29 May.

Yours sincerely

M St

Councillor Ahmad Shahzad
The Mayor
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Preston Manor High School, Carlton Avenue East, Wembley
(Registered address: 133 Aboyne Road , Neasden London NW10 0EY)

Tel: 07956 386706

E- mail : info@brenttamils.org.uk Website: www.brenttamils.org.uk
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WE ALSO CONDUCT
11+SAT coaching
Reception to Year 6 - Maths & English
KS2/ KS3/ KS4 - Maths, English & Science
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Home Office

Fiona Mactaggart MP
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
50 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1H 9AT

S Jothibal
Tamil Association of Brent
133 Aboyne Road

Neasden
LONDON NW10 OEY

Reference: M5455/4
£ T MAY 2004

Deee e Tt }

Thank you for your invitation to the Prime Minister, to attend the silver jubilee
celebrations of the Tamil Association of Brent. Your lefter has been passed to me as
Minister with responsibility for race issues.

| regret that neither the Prime Minister nor | will be able to attend your
celebrations on 29 May due to other commitments.

However, | am pleased to offer a message of support.

The work of organisations such as the Tamil Association of Brent play a vital part
in bringing together individuals from the same ethnic group to enable them to
work together to share a common purpose and create a sense of unity. By
working as a harmonised group, organisations such as yours are able to serve the
community and to give it a voice in the UK.

By bringing about a spirit of togetherness and unity, the Tamil Association of
Brent has ensured that the culture and traditions of the Tamil people will continue
for further generations.

| wish you every success for the Silver Jubilee celebrations and continued success
for the Tamil Association of Brent.

Yours sincerely
\5\\‘% \N\ww, .

FIONA MACTAGGART

BUILDING A SAFE, JUST AND TOLERANT SOCIETY
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SPECIAL OFFER

As ! 0 fumdm Wednesday & Thursday
SOUTH INDIAN VEGETARIAN RESTALURANT & BAR .' u

forduke away over £20

77-81 DUDDEN HILL LANE Visit i
WILLESDEN, LONDON NW10 [} IST o

020 8459 4900  { Party Orders EXC]“SIVQ Bar_
020 84592400 for

WEDDINGS & OTHER QOCCASIONS
Sei mienu can be arranged for partics

EAT IN & TAKE AWAY

Small Group

parties can be arranged at

Saravanas

check out for SARAVANAS

Tuesday - Sunday
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12 |\b 10,300 \ d I] " p l l -
A Ui Clos _..-.T = 3 ‘i -.‘ s 3 ec a ; 3 WILLESDEN, LONDON NW10
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Mrs Jothibal

Tamil Association of Brent
133 Aboyne Road
Neasden

London

NW10 OEY Our Ref: JP/JOTH001/040779

04 May 2004

Once again the Tamil Association has had a busy year. And what better way to
celebrate 25 years of supporting the Tamil community in Brent. | commend you
on your work and the dedication you have shown over more than two and a half
decades.

| was especially pleased to see the increased demand for Sunday school activities
provided by the Association. These are a centrepiece of your work and their
benefit will be felt for years to come.

| hope that you can use your forthcoming celebrations to have a brief moment of
relaxation from your busy timetable.

Congratulations.

%&%Garﬂiner

: ember of Parliament for Brent North

www.barrygardiner.com
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With the best Compliments

From

Pattni House, 58/60 Ealing Road,
Wembley Middx HAO 4TQ
Tel: 020 8903 6677/020 8902 0577

| Fax: 020 8903 4887

. @ SPONSORS OF TONIGHT RAFFLE PRIZE 1 :

With the best Compliments

From

SOUTH HARROW FOOD & WINE

South Harrow Food & Wines
234 - 236 Northolt Road
South Harrow
Harrow
Tel: 020 8423 6321
Fax: 020 8423 6014

One of best Sri Lankan grocers providing the best
service for the Sri Lankan Community.
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Department for Culture, Media and Sport 2-4 Cockspur Street Tel
The Rt Hon Tessa Jowell MP London SW1Y 5DH Fax

02072116243
02072116249

Secretary of State www.culture.gov.uk tessa jowell
@culture.gsi.gov.uk

MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FROM THE RT HON TESSA JOWELL, SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR CULTURE, iMEDIA AND SPORT, TO THE TAIvMiL ASSOCIATION OF
BRENT

| am delighted to congratulate the Tamil Association of Brent on reaching your
Silver Jubilee. For twenty five years your organisation has highlighted Tamil arts

and culture, and fostered the development of stronger cultural and community ties.

Organisations such as yours provide invaluable support for the initiatives | am
committed to promoting, encouraging greater harmony in society, and supporting
greater cultural diversity and racial equality through the arts, culture and sporting
life.

| send you my best wishes, not only for today, but for your continuing success in
the wide range of activities you provide.

TESSA JOWELL

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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PROGRAMME

Lighting of Lamp: Mr K. Sothinathan(Patron)Dr M. Theivendra(Chair)
Thevaram: Shainthavi Sivapalan, Sowmiyah Ananthanadesan

Welcome Speech:Dr M. Theivendra - Chairman

wplGUMD WTEIICUMD (Bavar SnipwID)

Abbiramy Anpalagan Doris Christy Dela Sruthi Pirabakaran  Shalini Mohanasundaram
Sinthuja Sivakurunathan Sahana Sivasothy

Directed by Mrs Sivayogam Kamalanathan

Folk Art Stage Produced by Kavignar Gnanamaniyam
Kavithai by Ranji Perinpanathan

Best Speech Tamil - Tharsia Rajendran Best Speech in English - Krishanthe Keerthikumar

HILTaT) B CH.CaTHBIHET lalsendd UL CuTidoid AaaryaldhgHa
Bharatha Natiyam: Brent Tamil School Students

Thillana:

Saranya Dharmendranathan Rishani Ehamparadasan Shhanghamie Peethakaran
Bruntha Pirapakaran Sinthu Pasupathy

Pushpanjali - Alarippu:

Patricia Selvarajah Priyasi Uruthireswaran Stephanie Iyathurai
Keerthanai:

Kuiyeliva Balendran Sinthusha Balendran

(Disciple of Smt A. Seevaratnam)
Thakita Thakita -

BILBID! “FibLbsb” B ® 2_wdd Hlosdss Hel B Hmp adbad HIdp JlmabsTpyl Henwd
BPEBHHST BT BID - ApPundienar: ».uTCuHIT

Thakita Thakita - 5 3
Intermission
Thakita Thakita -
Orchestra :
Veena: Mathumi Kumarathasan Thanushiya Jeeventhra Abira Logeswaran
Kuiyeliya Balendran Sinthusha Balendran Sowmiyah Anandanadesan

(Disciples of Smt V. Balachandran)

Flute: Abirami Karthigeyan Sajni Gengatharan (Disciples of Smt K.Pathmanathan)
Violin: Stephanie Iyathurai Bavan Palachanthiran
Nishan Palachathiran Hindusha Keerthikumar Sivanujan Vejayakumar
(Disciples of Sri Sivaganesha)
Vocal : Shainthavi Sivapalan Sowmiyah Anandanadesan (Disciples of Smt N. Bramananda)
Miruthangam: Lavan Sivapalan Archuna Vijendra
Kanjira: Saravana Dharmendranathan
Gadam: Keegan Kaneshanathan  Priyankan Balachandran

Morsing: Tharan Visvakumar Sivaram Chandrakumaran
(Disciples of Sri Ananthanadesan)

Thakita Thakita
Babiend an6leansd s Mib@SLlg T1RCHTUTD GIpalet) alpbigid
“ pendFamald GHILUD” “HT0DHBT” hendIaenal BHILBLD
Vote of Thanks
“BenFupd SsnGupd”? Sfwnemew H®H

eI b
2 e Comperes: Mrs A.Balendra

Mr.K.Gengatharan & Mr Logeswaran(l.B.C)
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“ Aumiud mawed MRz’
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“Folk Art Dances” by
Folk Art Stage
Kavigner Gnanamaniyam

Boys:

Suriya Ananthan
Kavisna Thevarajah
Chakesh Perinpanathan

Ratdesh Perinpanathan
Suthan Mohanasundaram Selvi Satkunananthan
Shilini Mohanasundaram Sinduya Kugadasan

Girls:

_ Sarmeyah Kugadasan
Nisha Asokan

Charmine Thevarajah
Dishni Kanagalingam
Trivena Jothibal
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SNOSH| FHIBHIEOT (PHRTaHl Hemavanfiesr )56l

CEIEST FRIBSHED 250 Syav® ellom BLLLg s eGnmd@GL wHbsdlanws QanGeding.
SLh& 25 eumLmEeTled smad U eub@sfld) (PaTCamduleTengl oMt UM_gmenauled e1b
(GHLOHENBHBEN L) HeMVBEMETS SOHNIS CHTFSWenL Sprisst. spamd o aubHrhiseaflsd LD
Gondlenw wmhgl sGEmMISsT.

BIRssT Coeib (WwarGaomeusmiar oifleuf) Qs &b L@&mbspsD CUEGLD ey SO
Quomflemuyd TEISET em&sU SLOWSEMSWID, LOPMID EJEmETL LIML_STeneenULLD ShiseT Qem &b
QeusiteNadlpemio suemy Siremis L o gl CQuDm, 6D GHPHenSsEheE balG Shnd CanGes
Couati(BD. @emd BHMD Djateoolled 2 6o HODE smsmsEL a1 Coibhg QFUWE SlqusTs
B(HESLD.

@engal QanatinL L miseT &hLoanmbissT (pHdwama QesSsss Qh SLIGL_Seng HST
Quibmd Csnsien GeuatiLd. BFHD suHLD suHLMEISeNSS BNt HMMhiS6T GLOQID (LPATGRTDELMLD.
@shE (WPesLTasTE STEFQFWLOSEHSE Umid 2 SaGaungassr UMb pmmssr GQEudiujb
Caemsusemeud Qauiul ef(HbLD Caemeusensmud SisuToEThoE SiMeida Lmr 2 sellenw Qubmis
Qansien CouestiBLd. s, Gombeniw epmis Camster GauatBd. smi GQmfenw &pmis QaTELLSDHE
MG sFlemfles Lmn o &6l Qalansdr. Qendell &L mssdt CrISHDEG $IDAsS
Couaii(BLD., SHRBSSHEUTHET SRIBET EUHLMHS S L @GS UHL S QST _saHHGLCW &L L
CeuamBLd. Caemer QFWIL (LPATELHLIELTSET DENIEUHLD, DLEVEUSHENS DIBDM! , DIRTLLD, SIDSHGIL T
bnenowns Lipdamed snishd Beab (parGarmib.

GMRIBET SRISPL SO WaESEHD Gogyd, Gosid (PETCEH B aUMDe! BLS& Eenmelena
sUeETRI(GSIEeT.

&\ Lo Clruns S

Tamil New Year - 1994
at
Brent Town Hall

Tamil Class - 2
Students of
Mrs Kalani Mohanadas
(18 years of volunteer

Tamil Teacher)




Tribute to Late Mr.Ponniah Pathmanathan
(Late President 1984/85)

Mr.Ponniah Pathmanathan was chairman of the Tamil Association of Brent (T A B) and a
committee member for several years. While being a chairman he founded the Brent Tamil
School in Alperton and served as its Headmaster. He also wrote Great Britain Tamil Reader
Book 1 and published it at his own expense. This book is now widely used in various Tamil
schools throughout the United Kingdom. Unfortunately, Great Britain Tamil Reader Book 2
was not published due to lack of funds. Mr.Pathmanathan persevered to obtain the first grant
for the T A B at a time when funds were short. He also arranged the first T A B celebration
of "Saraswathy Pooja". He has also organised several day trips for T A B Mr.Pathmanathan
was an active member of the Association and was always keen to promote our Tamil
Language, Religion and Culture.

peii HIOPILM_FTenaulst (pHanaighl Saald clawenanflesr udlueny

198510 SLaoi® Gneaih shisSHHET 66Uk i@ sprasE LHILEETW b Qeam Hm Gun
LISLOBISET SEmeauNe @(mHbseLTEl Hiar smflugffuns @mbeeer. SLGLNG) oG LSS EhS SN
@(h SO LTL_sneneen 4Jb9és ColaiBGa@D slplLGamg Upaih Conganad FeamLs s
QaMNissCung @Fsemu Furness Junior School Harlesden @b g sbip unsmemeenuis
Hnéss Si@Ind) SHheE. eLog Hiansgeanls sl LS @ UM_gnenenw Gt sLbp Lm_gmsme
RN e plILSTSS HiLomealldGaHsmb.

@sadar LRGN wrsh 8sb owen® Gpap s un_smeeudar Holiyslor Spluns
e QLIDME. 198510 aii® HeHemy rsd Qasm_ssid o Spl LM_sTene saflébdlpaniouia
&MEmEy 10.00 Loao) &8 Qs 2at) auenyuibd HeoLQUDDE! &I o Eiflenuwise, Lomamsilse
SD Lmenaquyd, LTSBIL WL LUTDnERssTae. (PULG) LOTEaSeT SieTeled LT STenad @
FelPSLEITIS ST &6

@l un_sTeamws Qam_ibg Holunse WaCapneIsHEGL Uare Sl Coemealiu L sme Dr
AFrard@L o ST , S QUIETENMIUT LSLBISET DieuTseT e oConsenar senular
Liare_s69é(, slameoniid CuL L nijser. Qeussilar el (pwnfée Gpard sLOD LM smenasE
et o1, CONEENRT MLl 1986LD SLEBIF (LB (LPeMWITEs Lo 2 gslenwis Lfibsg).

1985 - 1986 &0 LM_smeme Harlesden @mé@h Cumg mrar QuipCubn pbLsHCardr. Qs
S, 1986 Qb @LnL_smemev Alpertan & ol @ G Preston Manor Qe pLrgsiii 6
aUmHE BT

aogl Léseaiar CUNEECsamad eILm whupd @lum stemeemwl LIgluguns WaiGah
@D e, sell, elenemun @, CUTET gropaails QLbeueTTSES) WenLha slemigaug) Blaaybd
QL&555668. BHeCHIHHh QeislaquriasnsT aRes FHSTLULHSHS FDUNL L TETIHEHSE s
paenws Qefelliugr @ Opard sblD uM_gmeme Qsm_ibgl eembg G Bbh LW
QuD o_aTg 2 6temb Henphe UMDSSEasmaTS Qofaldgis QensmendCpear.

LISHLOT & BBT(PBBHTF 601
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TSSA Winners 2003
Under 14 Netball team

Karate Class
Students of
Mr Ganeshalingam @&

Football Team
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Cricket Team
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Message from S. Karunanandarajah
Co-ordinator, Tamil Refugee Action Group

It is with great pleasure that we the Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) of
London send this message of sincere felicitation for the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of the Tamil Association of Brent.

As a well-established sister organmisation to the Tamil Association of Brent,
TRAG has also served the U.K. Tamil Community for more than 19 years. We
too strongly pursue the goal that the cultural identities of our community should
be properly nourished with vital elements of Tamil art such as classical & folk
dances, songs, music and dramas,

In this western world of amalgamating cultures both our organisations have the
strong commitment to keep preserved our identity for our progenies. Thus,
TRAG is now planning our cultural activities for the future, and are preparing a
variety show for late-July 2004,

These functions play their intended major roles as catalysts in reaching the
milestones of community cohesion with ancestral self-identity.

Joining the mainstream is meaningful only if inner diversity is clearly realised
and kept. Or else mainstream life would only be an interim resort, since we will
have nowhere definite to go in the long term.

Our ancestors maintained their self-recognition even though they were within
the strong grip of imperialism, back in our motherlands. Why can’t we do the
same in the peaceful environment here?

To do this, all we need is the realisation and the resolution as to the importance
of preserving our heritage and uplifting our cultural arts to international levels
without disturbing the fabrics of our heritage.

The Tamil Association of Brent is working with strong commitment to achieve
the above gaols, and the TRAG salutes them on this score.

In this year of Silver Jubilee Celebrations, The Tamil Refugee Action Group is
hereby open-heartedly wishing the Brent Tamil Association for its longstanding
success and future victories in their chosen goals.

S. Karunanandarajah
Co-ordinator, TRAG
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HIOW e abBTBBIHBHMVD BIODHID
Tamil Performing Arts Society
B.M.Box 577
London WC1N 3XX
Tel: 020 8422 2859

HOBED HIOWFTHBHPDSID HIOW AaHHTHHIGBPRHHDHBG Ben ulevret AHT_iL Hewsn_gpi.
02.04.86 @ “woemip” B i 190pesH HOPFFHiIe LsiabL alprald Cosn Cuiluensd GIHM_jhab!
HLHD 18 aupLEGTS aabLIAGLID 6nog b sbisa 0pan sdpdans alprdaafd
Coson_Buf awmAeimest. 199> Jewged BiphdHl LGB SHOWPWLILT FTema oTsooTal] HemranLl
LpmslH s “ Ca sy o Fdlu astsmarl ypidsea” “Hinl apbd Sy AG”, “uery Sy’
“UNoT$h® Ghapd JLoend”, “@eam ulLid o o ampe” . Cursy ubSDe Gomu’L
Fpia pm_shibenat Gosnt CuipBluyetCarmb. Bhpm_shibar Bl sold LG LTehiBafiaynd 11e
HLemadbal Goemnt_ Guinf Ao Ly’ HHsenan AUBpIaTeTesT.

HT HIBDIssIbHD Guoats Hally b slisssiuie FHUl Barer HIOM mabEIBDIH HNHBIOBID
HTuBHHb, 1 yaow Auuybs piGeafand Be Cuisiy HIOP Faps ienoLIL|HBHEDL 6T
BenswibBl BTLd DubdHend (paiblaihoHd apiamsn. BaHa HOpEH SIS Fhieddeor
ubiballiy] SHelbaHlanoTeainl. Oeatall alpid G@resi b PpsH SHOWPFahisd Cogld LW
2 BIHB6 HIOW FoapdHABS UsSIUTHD NoFHl MMPHDHIHBHET.

& LUTGH AT
Spplureny
SO D aHBTBY HNVDHBIOBID

2002 @b pemL LB OIS HTewsIBH alpransst GuTal Bb uTCaHHT lalTHaflesr 25 anpL
BTL® Cxemaemwi’s umym_iy GlurssisomenL. CuTIH @I Bbanyalldsibalsmry.
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ST ATTAITAS HIEHID

Tamils Rehabilitation Organisation - UK

Charity Registration No: 1010029 C/0 BDO Stoy Hayward
Company No: 02688299 Chartered Accountants
Emerald House
East Street
Epsom

05/05/04 Surrey KT17 1HS

The Tamil Association of Brent,
133 Aboyne Street,

Neasden,

London NW10 OEY.

On behalf of TRO (U.K), it gives me great pleasure in congratulating
The Tamil Association of Brent on its Jubilee Celebration.

The Tamil Association of Brent has been of tremendous help to
T.R.O (U.K) and has given its support in several ways, especially
during T.R.O’S annual football tournament by participating actively
in all fields, It is our wish that they should continue to do so in the
future.

I wish the Association good luck and hope that it continues to grow
Bigger and better year after year and carry on its service to the

Tamil community in the Brent and elsewhere in the U.K.

Best wishes to you all.

DM
TR0 (U.K)
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M.K. SRI & CO

SOLICITORS & ADMINISTRATORS OF OATHS

2C Fairholme Road (Off Station Road)
Harrow Middlesex HA1 2TN

General:
Tel: 020 8515 7000 (4 lines)
Fax: 020 8515 7030

Dx: 4232 Harrow (1)

(For Conveyancing only) Ecmmuili
Tel: 020 8515 7015 Legal Service
Fax: 020 8515 7031

We specialise in

* Immigration * Crime

* Conveyancing * Matrimonial
* Traffic Offences * State Benefits
* Wills & Probate * Employment

* Work permit Applications

* Advice & Assistance at Police Station

LEGAL AID WORK UNDERTAKEN

WE ARE FRANCHISED

by the legal services commission in Immigration

ASSISTANT SOLICITORS: TRAINEE SOLICITORS:
PRINCIPAL ; ;
= Selvi. Ravindran V.Karunasaagarar
M.K. SRITHARAN :
S Sivasanthiran Indra Sebastian T.Joganathan
D,.OIVASsdn Avtar Manku

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 10 YEARS

26




Qauatall alloT UIMPHHIF AF BB aT

& HIOP wiesmaysen AT Femw BBHiod) sl Qb
Spard sBlps snsdHar LsHsTan® Ceverefsliprsd Qenamim L gl sarbgl QeresusbElsabe:) Lo Lid
PenmhgeTer SLOLD QL(HLOSSET IEN@TEUHSGHLD CTETSI LIS SHRISEHLD LISSTTIE cUMDSSIHSE.

SRIBSHHCON (PHDERSD, el _Famald, san._&maboard Shanp aIEM&SHD BT EDTHsT.
Fenozaflsh BGLOM 19809410 @B IDTD HLODE FHSD SEDSHGIS Sblenp cueTss) SU(HBITEDTLD. “ @LLD
uENquIsh emieuBHID UG @L-SEHeD eJpisuBLd BUWIDLSTCR™ DiHM6US| SHIGBLD RATENDF FelpHLD EUEMILILIGLD
FelpsLlD RETENDF SFHIGLD CUEMTILIGID EBIE HD HETEnl & STEISEMIGUISNS 266N
SU(IEUMM euMpeLDd sureunHmI’ GL(HEMLOUILD QETEUHIL[BLD erLog) QLomf, semey SEVNFSMILD, LIGELNE, UmjLbLifluib
CUNETDaUHEmD eTog) @emenl Semapenpufani b o Fluipenpulesd ensusfdés Calmnawg) eiog QUTMILILLD,
SLEOWDUD D@D, @y sevapenplien] S Sl GQmPenwuid &SONEFST] SiEDLWITETSHENSHULD
SaTL_Dhg SHOTEIDNSENGULD, DpEhenwd Qubn adiere shedenws &L eQUUIGEITITELD eTEyd
CrnéEL_Car 19854b DLt eI G cramiianié sniqll LTRSS EHL T anmeTeiL_afled (PSS
ati_afled emssIuL L CsH OmaD sODL Lm_gneme D@D, Silsunatng Gt oL Slflemuwimas
Uefumdoid eumbiiid erard@é den_&s gl
upue EaTesEhddan Wi @mODnédantsmmid sbigd, &oupd LISHICL sHIsslILLG
ahsg. ey asHeer smP SOCULL@ e WL sTowdE ewg GOpaD sl srene
AL omppiul L gL @riCan (penemsl Ghbhe ebum_stena Lodansras el GU QLbHsThL_awns suems
QaM_mdwg. @SHEs0MID aMauld S &G SMNs baand QST LoD keSSl
FHARTLHD 2 pld HBSDE ebodsanllmbs o s anCapuyd a@ipre Sigl LHenswnang)
90D SN LT_smeme SeCLL L afld GukidlambCung oySiflenuunsad, siBuTeEad B(HbHE!
LM_amemeenw  (parCaipmid sumilyd aaisGs Seol_$58. 2000 Bilb anged o ussilenuw
@unghemons QsLgEIL 65 Qsn_ihat psflenuwnsad, SpRsTIOTSTD @OHAUITSD BHbg
200310 eIG (GLIITD) Sedleon st gl HODE SRISLPD LML STENULD SIS HaUBTEFUIGCSHET.
Bmhs Gu%gudﬁ aaioaided @ Caipenar emiGa? b Quomfenus asisumm ? oiflelldmbg smiumbnes)
SaTLGS L.

BMil B mba LobOUULTHe CaiGinG Cuuwighs mLCul Gsen wiksensmy Cumsd oibHu abiared
Qm@'&_@muﬁﬁﬁdmmb,_ EIO&ELD 61D BHHSEEHHGHD SaNCaNTas Sshalg g HRTSSEULONEDT
SeM&sMCL.QFbMUT G LohemSUWeT suambasTaId SRSSGSL 1 SHIET W] @IS LODSSMDIT?  HID
SEECUHL T Caihal eump (pigwGLo &6y emBmEnD B mdGourndlsi pgwg)

WE WILL ALWAYS BE BRITISH ASTANS.

610G (GLOHENSSET L] mhgl (5) suwgl @1 smiCLmfiws Qenmas@h gilunddw Hemaswub Gaim
B SEISETTD SnatdoGDMD. @& elogl sbsd sbiomsaid @edmod, symdGowrmeaid @anioa
SiELWemd opmi CusCel aubCamgud, @npBee ghuLmoe 5658 Hnss awg Gopap sbips
SIS, SOOL LML SMeneuyd, (P(Qeps&L @1 LIMGULG 2hsuer LSWCaImTBLD. HiSTeug Lofss Heopld
wrsaiGmPuid Qumensst Hopbhs HOLTSL umpsyd e pEuni MBI &g Sl NS
QewiCaund senswd et QsuGaimb.

2
HIb 5, .6, BT 0T

&oupm &G penLCunL G QeusteMeipn engyid QDD HLDE smhisD COTTENLL DIEDLWAID, HEOLSEMS
By, (PETCamead ColamBELeT Loatomy sumpdhd Genmuimenst Caleng. Bl Cper.

aogl @aipd, e, QumpPuid sifhg CuT@r WPERSCHME DIEOLUITEMODD F(LPSTULOML BENVBHEI
Hflevens BN 56HS HNISSHGTD. SEOMEUHD RETMULE 61d shisD CEELIQID @Rid Q6] DheuaT
Lifefiiy etenr Cevemry HemLDEGTEDET. “sunipe SLOD” wpararst opdiflemw, @bl

2ipiimTa] Spod) swandel Aemsisysn B. A. Hons (Sri Lanka)
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YEAR

1979/80
1980/31
1981/82
[982/83
|583/84
[OR4/83
1985/86
1986/87
1987/88
198R/89
1989/90
1990/91
1991/92
1992/93
1993/94
1994/95
1995/96
1996/97
1997/98
1999/99
1999/00
2000/01
2001/02
2002/03
2003/04

CHAIRPERSON

MR M JEYARATNAM
DR P REGUNATHAN

DR § THANABALASINGHAM

MR JJ SHAKESPEARE

MR V KATHIRKAMANATHAN

MR P PATHMANATHAN*
MR P SHANMUGANATHAN
DR M THEIVENDRA

MR § SIVASUNDARAM
MR P THURAIRAJAH

MR R JEGANNATHAN

MR § CUMARASWAMY*
MRS I RAGUNATHAN

MR K GENGATHARAN
MR ST NALLIAH*

MR E RASAKULASURIAR*
MR V KANESANATHAN
MR K URUDRA

MR R KIRITHARAN

MR T SIVATHAS

MR § GANESHALINGAM
MR T SELVARATNAM

MR V KATHIRKAMANATHAN

MR S JEGANMOHAN
DR M THEIVENDRA

Note: People with * regrettably have passed away

E.Rasakulasuriyar

P.Pathmanathan

GENERAL SECRETARY

MR N SOORTYAKUMAR

MR V KANESANATHAN

MR K GENGATHARAN

MR K SOTHINATHAN

MR P NADARAJAH

MRS P SHANMUGANATHAN
MR C PARAMANATHAN

MR V KANESANATHAN

MR T GNANASEKARAM

MRS D PERINPANAYAGAM
MRS N KUGANATHAN

MRS M SIVANANTHAN

MR § JOTHIBAL

MR T GANESHAMOHAN

MR T GANESHAMOHAN

MR T GANESHAMOHAN

MR § SIVAPALAN

MR K DHARMENDRANATHAN
MR K DHARMENDRANATHAN
MR K SOTHINATHAN

MR T GANESHAMOHAN

MR V KATHIRKAMANATHAN
MR § JEGANMOHAN

MR T SELVARATNAM

MR § JEGANMOHAN

GENERAL TREASURER

MR G PUVANAGOPAN

MR N SELVARAJAH

MR C JEYADEVA

MR K SOTHINATHAN

MR T BALASUNDARAM
MRS K MOHANADAS

MR § JEGANMOHAN

MR K THAVAGNANAM

MR AT ASOKAN

MR K DHARMENDRANATHAN
MRS R SELVARATNAM

MR K SOTHINATHAN

MR T SELVARATNAM

MR A SUTHARSANAN

MR A SUTHARSANAN

MR T SELVARATNAM/AT ASOKAN
MR K SOTHINATHAN

MRS K THILAKENDRAN
MRS K THILAKENDRAN

MR TS RUDRA

MR V KANESANATHAN

MR R KIRITHARAN

MR T SELVARATNAM

MR V SRIRANJITHAN

MR P THANAPALASINGHAM

S.Cumarasamy

S.T.Arulanantham (S.T.Nalliah)
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STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT ........

1979 Birth of our Association at Willesden at our Patron’s residence.
1979 Formation of a committee of Students and well wishers.
1980 Inauguration and 1% Tamil New Year in Willesden.
1982 Affiliated to Youth and Community Service of LBB.
1984 Organised 1% Multicultural Show.
Organised 1% Athletic Meet at Vale Farm Sports Centre
Organised 1* Six-a-side Cricket Tournament.
1985 Organised 1* day outing.
1986 Formation of Brent Tamil School at Harlesden.
Organised 1% Saraswathy Pooja Festival.
1987 Organised Cricket Practice for the Youth.
Organised 1% Deepavali Celebration.
1988 Membership increased to over 500.
1989 Relocate Brent Tamil School to Alperton.
Organised 1% Christmas Party at Pavitt Hall Wembley.
1990 Organised 1* Kalai Kathambam.
Production of 1% Children Dram “Vedanai Uchchiya WVella
Purakkal”
1991 Organised 1* Summer Play Scheme.
Organised 1% Netball Tournament.
1992 Organised 1% Badminton Tournament.
Formation of the Brent Medical Council.
Formation of Women Centre.
Introduction of Institute of Science to the Tamil School.
1998 Relocation of Brent Tamil School to Wembley.
2000 Change of Constitution and registered Charity.
2001 Formation of our Website

We thank to the following Sponsors

Times Travel UK Ltd - Sponsors of “Thalikody” - Drama

Yarl Petroleum Ltd - Sponsors of “Sambantham” - Drama
Pizza Village - Sponsors of Folk Art Stage - Costumes
Bella Pizza - Sponsors of Folk Art Stage - Costumes

Wembley Greetings Card - Sponsors of Balloons & Decorations

Mr & Mrs Kanesananthan & Family- Sponsors of Balloons & Decorations

We would like to thank Mr S.Jothibal for organising the souvenir and

Mr K.Gengatharan for proof reading.
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NAUGHT TO TWENTY-FIVE IN FIVE MINUTES!

It gives me great pleasure to be able to briefly reflect upon the tremendous sporting activities of
the Tamil Association of Brent ("TAB") over the past 25 years on behalf of the Sports Committee.

In order to promote sports amongst the Tamil community numerous events have been and still
continue to be organised by TAB, such as the following:

Athletics Meet

This is an annual event that has been held for the last 20 years for TAB members of all ages.
The children and adults are allocated into three Houses namely Barathy, Kambar and Valluvar
and each competes for points in order to ascertain the overall winner. It is a great fun filled day,
which is very lively and enjoyable for both spectators and participants alike. This year it will be
held at Bannister Sports Grounds on 17 July 2004 and as usual all members are welcome to
come and demonstrate their sporting prowess.

Six-A-Side Cricket Tournament

Originally this event was incorporated into the Athletics Meet. However, as it became so popu-
lar it was decided to hold it separately, which TAB has now successfully done for the last 20
years. Therefore, this will be held at the Northwick Park Sports Grounds on 7 August 2004 for
all those budding cricketers amongst you.

Flood Lit Cricket Tournament

These were organised in 1993 and 1994. TAB had an enormous amount of interest from Sri
Lankan and Indian teams who actively participated in these events.

Sports Festival

This is mainly for our younger members and constitutes youth cricket, football and netball. It
was held from 1990 onwards and more recently has been combined with the Six-A-Side Cricket
Tournament.

Badminton

Over the last 15 years this event has been held for singles and doubles players. This year it was
decided to confine this to TAB members only. The qualifying matches were played during the last
3 Sundays and so the resulting presentations will be taking place tonight at the Brent Town Hall.

In addition to all of the above, TAB have also implemented coaching in respect of:

- Netball - Football - Cricket

These participants regularly represent TAB in various tournaments throughout the year and
are so popular that there are usually more than one team entered by TAB at such events.

Also, in order to increase funding for sport a Dinner and Dance was organised for the first time
last year. This was well attended and due to individuals generosity funds were raised for sport-
ing activities.

Finally. T would like to thank all the sportsmen and women, their families, volunteers and com-
mittee members who have worked tirelessly throughout the years to organise, attend and par-
ticipate in sporting events on behalf of TAB.

Let us hope that the next 25 years will be equally eventful!
Bavan Saravanamuthu (Sports Secretary 2003/2004)

SPORTS COMMITTEE

~ Front: Mr.Tharmaratnam,
P.Pathnathan, N.Uruthieswaran T.Kanthan

. Middle: Mrs.S.J.Kanagalingam,
Miss.D.Thanabalasingam,
Mrs S.Tharmenthira

Back: M.P.Nathan, Dr.M.Theivendra,
S.C.Bavan, A.T.Asckan A.Sivapalan
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you can now call...|

SRI LANKAF
fromJ ST4 |

with:

ANURADHAPURA
AVISSAWELLA
BADULLA &
HATTON |

ce Telecom
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