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STIRRING call for “mutual understanding’’ among all reli-
gions in India, went out from President Rajendra Prasad
last week. His appeal was addressed at a mammoth meeting
commemorating the landing on Indian soil of St. Thomas the
Apostle in the year 52.

Pope to see
Dr. Adenauer

POPE John will receive Dr. Konrad
5 Adenauver, Chancellor of the
Federal German Republic, in audi-
ence at 11 a.m. on January 22. This
is the first meeting between Pope
John and the German Chancellor,
and it comes at the end of a three-
day State visit to Italy which Dr.

Adenauer is making.

Goes Out

- MUTUAL UN
all FAITHS

ts not alien

** What inspires us and fills with
pride the hearts of us all, Christians
and others, is the fact that the first
Apostle on landing in Malabar found
the soil sufficiently congenial and was
actually able to settle there and preach
the Christian faith unhindered and
unchecked,’” stated President Prasad.

The President added that St. Tho-
mas had become part of India’s
cultural heritage.

In attendance at the meeting were
a number of other government

Continued on page 12

@ Whichever way you look at it—from the left or from the right—
we under-twelves have a right to perform our duty on CHILDREN’S
MISSION SUNDAY. And the right way is PRAYER and
SACRIFICE. Got that right ?

Mexico now has complete
religious freedom

MEXICO, WHERE ANTI-CLERICALISM FLARED INTO A PER-

SECUTION THAT COST THE LIVES OF PRIESTS, RELI-
1920’S, NOW OFFERS
PLE ABSOLUTE FREEDOM OF RELIGION, ACCORDING TO

GIOUS AND LAYMEN IN THE

PRESIDENT LOPEZ MATEOS.

The anti-religious laws are still on
the statute books but have become
virtually inoperative.

President Lopez, during a tour cf
the strongly Catholic state of Quere-
taro, said:
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1TS 'PEO-

““T wish to tell you here in Quere-
taro, where the constitution was
formulated, that absolute freedom of
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faithful of every race to join

CHURCH UNITY

% : 1 ; (January 18-25) .
In view of the jurthmming General Council we urgently invite the
in this period of prayer >’ (Pope John).

Prayer for Unity

OCTAVE

Pope hears
prayer recited
in Sinhalese
and Tamil

(from our correspondent)

HIS HOLINESS THE POPE LIS-

TENED LAST WEEK TO A
PRAYER COMPOSED BY HIM
RECITED IN 118 LANGUAGES
BY SEMINARISTS OF PROPAG-
ANDA FIDE COLLEGE — AND

"AMONG THEM WERE SINHA-

LESE AND TAMIL.

This took place during a typically
Roman celebration, when the Con-
gregation of the Propagation of the
Faith put on the boards a highly suc-
cessful polyglot in commemoration
of the fortieth anniversary of Pope
Benedict’s XV’s famous missionary
Encyclical Maximum Illud, in the
presence of His Holiness Pope John.

Addressing the seminarists of the
Athanaeum and College of Propa-
ganda Fide, the Pope recalled happy

. memories in his own informal way,

and he wound up his paternal words:

““ From this Hall of Benediction,
resounding with the acclammations of
Christ in every language, there goes
out a message of youthful ardour.

May this message reach the hearts
of all your Bishops and comfort
them; may it go out to all our be-
loved priests, both indigenous and
missionary, and sustain their hopes;
may it reach your families, and more
especially your mothers and your
fathers, and enrich their joy of
having given a son to the Catholic
priesthood! **

The prayer composed by the Pope
himself was recited in 23 Asian lan-
guages, 61 African, 3 American, 23
European and 8 languages of Oceania.
The musical part of the Academy
closed with the singing of a negro
spiritual,

* RED RALLY

—only 70 out of
140,000

A Communist-sponsored  peace
rally for Catholics in the East Ger-
man city of Schwerin was n(lc_ndcd
by only 70 people.

The Catholic population of the
Schwerin area is estimated at about
140,000,

That they all may be one,

As Thou, Father, in me and I in Thee;

That they also may be one in us;

That the world may believe that Thou hast sent me,

V. And I say unto Thee, thou art Peter,

R. And upon this rock I will build My Church.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who didst say to Thy Apostles,
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you;
Look not upon our sins, but upon the faith of Thy Church.
And vouchsafe to her that peace and unity

Which is agreeable to Thy will

Who livest and reignest Ged for ever and ever. — Amen.

In Colombo, Fr. Jerome
D’Souza says...

Indian Constitution
guarantees fullest
Minority Rights .

(from a < Messenger ** reporter) .

3 IN In@ia everyone has the right, guaranteed by the constifution, fo found,
maintain and administer their own schools and  cultural institufions,’”

said Rev. Fr. Jerome D’Souza, Assistant to the Father General of the Jesuits®™

who left Ceylon yesterday after a short stay in Ceylon.

He added .that all private schools,
irrespective of their denomination,
were entitled to receive aid from the
Government. This aid was given to
all students and not on any ratio
basis, he emphasised.

Fr. D’Souza made these observa-
tions when reporters asked him what
minority guarantees had been incor-
porated into the Indian Constitution.

It will be recalled that Fr. D’Souza
was a member ofthe Constituent As-

Continued on page 12
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THE VAUXHALL VICTOR SERIES II

The top British seller in U.S.A., Canada, Switzerland,
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Portugal, Etc,

Britain’s No. 1°Export Car.
* New stylish good looks with a new elassic simplicity of line from stem
to stern. .
* New radiator grille
* New bonnet hood and new bonnet badge.
* Shapely new wrap-round bumpers front and rear.
* New deep-val seats r delled for long-lasting comfort.

. Don’f Jook nowi.
WE ARE BEING

TUCKERS AUTODROME
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® The Editor

does not hold
him;elf responsi-
ble for the views
expressed by cor-
respondents  on

this page.

% U.N. P, MANIFESTO AND SCHOOLS

HE United National Party, which
not only stands for democratic
principles but may also be trusted
to stand by them, has declared inter
alia:

1. That it assures for the indiv-
dual . . . the right to think and live
as a free citizens’

2. That “j;nominational schools
will be given grants only in_respect
of children®of their denominations
in the school, once schools are pro-
vided for other children.”

May I ask whether these two state-
ments are consistent with each other?
In other words, would an individual
be assured of the right to think and
live as a free citizen if he were for-
bidden to send his children to the
school which he sincerely thought
was the best for them — or if he were
renalised for doing so?

Could a. Civil Government or a
political party guarantee to a citizen
the right to think and live as a free
individual whilst at the same time

e

LT T C RO L L RO

~

BISHOP SHEEN
~ SPEAKS

O one has ever written a philo-
sophy of betrayal, unless it

was Machiavelli whoq told kings
and princes how to deceive their
fellowmen. But his counsel was
not actual%etrayal, but just sheer
worldly, pragmatic advice in which
the useful became identified with
the true. Actually, the pattern and
. the model of betrayal has been
writtene— and forgotten. Take,
Jfor example, the principle upon
which the Soviets conduct their
international policy. It can be

Betrayal with
a kiss

reduced to three principles: (1)
Materialism; (2) Co-existence;
(3) Betrayal at the moment of
greatest friendship and co-exisi-
ance. :

® Materialism
VMWWV

First, materialism. Its basic
principle is denial of God and the
soul. God must be denied, be-
cause if there is a power other
than~the Party ‘or the Dictafor,
then men have other rights and
liberties than those given them by
the Party. The foundation of our
rights and liberties as given in the
Declaration of Independence is
that they are given by God. The
soul must be denied fpo by the
Communists, because’ the soul
contemplates and thinks for itself.
But any personal thought which
cannot be socially controlled must
be denied by the Communists in
order that there be only wone tho-
ught, namely, the Party thought.

® Co-existence
VSV WA

The second principle is co-exist-
ence. This is a Soviet word, nom
the word of free peoples. The

olatter never ask themselves if they
should  co-exist. Such  talk
would be nonsense between Cana-
da and the United States. Co-
existence is a Soviet suggestion
that relations which exist between
the free peoples of the world who
believe in deceney, morality, hon-
esty and trush, should be extended
to the Soviet union which Lenin
said must use every lie, Strategem,
ruse and deceit, in order.to Joster
world revolution,

The basis of co-existence talk
is given in an article published in
the Soviet Union in 1954 by a cer-
tain Leontyvev. His argument
was,that the atomic bomb makes
war mutually destructive of the
powers which engage in it, The
Soviets can no longer rely upon
their mighty armies and those of
the satellites to conquer the world,
Hence, there must be ** long peri-
ods of co-existence” with demo-
cratic and free peoples, until the
historical moment arrives for the
world conquest of Communism,

The third principle is that the
betrayal of those who fall for co-
existence must be at the moment

ST
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of grealest intimacy and friend-
ship. ' For example on August 31,
1939, the Soviets signed a pact
recognizing the independence of
Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia.
On this occasion, the Soviet gov-
ernment published the following:
* These pacts of mutual assistance
strictly stipulate the inviolability
of the sovereignty of the signatory
powers, and the principle of non-
interference in each other’s affairs.
We stand for the scrupulous and
punctilious observance of the pacts
on the basis of complete recipro-
city, and we declare that all the
spreading of nonsense about Sovi-
etizing the Baltic countries is only
10 the ad ige of our c
enemies, and of all Soviet prova-
cateurs.”

. .

® Friendship
ANV
. The following year, the Soviets
annexed the three countries. Is
this pattern of betrayal new? Or
does it follow a line which brought
upon the world its greatest black-
ness? The model of deceit and
betrayal was actually set by Judas.
First of all, avarice was not his
basic sin; it was materialism, or a
denial of spiritual values. The
first mention of avarice as regards
Judas comes at the very end of his
life, though he is described as a
traitor much earlier when Our
Lord spoke of Himself as God,
and forerold that He would suffer
and die, rise and ascend again into
heaven. When He refused to be
King of the masses, when He re-
Sused to establish a kingdom based
on earthly bread, Judas broke, for
he had nothing but contempt Jfor
the spiritual.

Then came co-existence. Never
once during the puble life did any-
one know that Judas was the guilty
man; when he spoke of the poor,
some of the disciples joined in
withdiim; and at the Last Sup-
per when he left the table, it was
thought that he had gone out to
give money to th.e poor or buy food
Jor the feast. His co-existence
was so clever that only John knew
who he was — and of course the
all-knowing Lord., Eyen the best
were deceived.

The third stage came at the
moment of greatest affection,
when Judas kissed Our Lord and
then delivered Him over to the
soldiers,  Sacred things can be
betrayed only by some mark of
affection and esteem. (Copyright
- « « Reproduction in whole or part
forbidden).

compelling him to stick to the reli-
gion he is in, or to the religion he was
bornin, without regard to his actual,
honest and reasonable convictions?
Would not such compulsion lay the
axe git the very roots of human free-
dom? Similarly would it not be
tampering with the basic rights of
the individual to restrict the right of
the honest and law-abiding citizen
to send his children to the sceool
prescribed for him by his conscience
or by his honest convictions?

Would it not be then more con-
sistent with * democratic principles
to amend the second of the two state-
ments somewhat to the following
effect:

Grants to denominational schools
will be given in respect of the pupils
of the denomination concerned; other
children will be eligible for the grant
provided they have ‘been admitted
to the school on the written applica-
tion of the parents or guardians, or
are kept in the school at their request
made in writing.

Evidently the Government must see
to it that a shortage of schools does
not compel parents to send children
to schools that are not according to
their conscience,

D. J. B. Kuruppu.
Ja-Ela.

The non-voter

IN the recent- C.M.C. Elections I

find that out of a total of 175,121
voters only 128,099 voted while
47,022 did not vote. The Marxist
Parties saw to it that every one of
their supporters voted. That is why
the Red leaders were furious and
called the anti-Reds pimps and pros-
titutes. Taking half the number of
non-voters as being sick, disabled,
dead or transferred, the other half,
23,511 is a potential number to rec-

kon with. Such a crowd of indiff-

eremt people is a danger in any
country. While they have no civic
sense, they throw the door open for
dangerous situations in Ceylon.

The prevailing attitude that *“ my
vote doesn’t count’” is a snare and
a delusion that plays right into the
hands of those who are dedicated to
corruption and subversion. 1t paves
the way for despostim in one form
or other. Moreover, a single vote
has sometimes determined the course
of history. To give an example, a Pre-
sident of the U.S.A., Rutherford B.
Hayes, was elected by a single vote.
The man who cast the deciding vote
was a Congressman from Indiana,
a lawyer, who though seriously ill,
insistzd that he be taken to the polls

for the ballotting. It is therefore
our duty to search the indifferent
voter (this can be easily done from
the election agents voters list, for they
have ticked off overy one who voted)
and get about educatiig him.

Worthwhile organisations are there- *

fore in a position to stir up a patriotic
sense_of duty in voting. They can
help instil in each individual a deep
conviction that the best way to
efficient government is through #h
informed and active interest in
government. It is a matter of con-
sciznce and could ever be a)sin of
omission to neglect to vote,

What we have to do is to get across
to the average Ceylonese that he is
important — that what he does a®an
individual can have a decisive effect
in changing this country for the
b

etter.
W. L. 5.8
Colombo & ®

The Catholic and
" his vote

w]TH the impenaing Parliamentary

Elections, ths time has come

for every loyal Catholic to examine

1S conscience and make a careful

and correct decision as to how he

should exercise his precious vote on
19th March.

A Parliamentary Election is held
once in five years and how intelligent-
ly the voter has exercised his vote
will depend on the person whom he
had returned and his decision will
effect an unbroken period of fivefull
years. If an undesirable is returned,
every Catholic who voted for such
a person will have to take upon him-
self a share of that blame,

Every Catholic should realise that
he or she is a citizen with graVe civic
duties, which he may not shirk.

-G. S. C. Nicholas.
Pita Kotte.
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MY SON! MY

THEY called her Assunta.

That was her name.
four — an age at which most girls had homes and

And she was twenty-
children to care for.

But Assunta was not married. And the woman talked.

“It’s really time Assunta Peries
got married, you know.’’

** She’s well over twenty-six, I be-
lieve,’* a much talked of social worker
added.

“ Twenty-six! ‘You're telling me!

Carmen P.

against God. Whatever sins I have,
they are against the Church. And
wha?t right has the Church to forgive
sin??

Assunta spent days and nighTs
praying that he would change his

Solomonsz
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How some people have a way of get-
ting younger with the years!>’

x

Assunta worked in a large mercan-
tile firm in Colombo. She had been
there for mnearly six years. Very
often she reminisced how it all be-
gan — and she could not but be thank-
ful to the man who helped her to get
the job.

And at that time she was engaged
to be married to Damian Jayasuriya
who at twenty-six was making quite
a name for himself at Galoya. As-
sunta was tired of living in hostels
and naturally looked forward to the
day when she would have a home of
her own.

Then it happened. Tt was the last
_Sm)day of October, Damian drove
In just as Assunta was getting ready
for the 8 o’clock Mass.

“You’ve not been to Mass?*’ she
asked him.

““Mass?’’ he echoed. ** Why I've
only just ., ,”

He went to church with her. But
he did not seem to be praying., He
did not even carry a Rosary, Assunta
noticed.

“*Can you guess

after how long
been to

I’ve church?” he asked
her.

A few days, I suppose!” she
smiled.

" A few days? I've not been for
Mass for over one year,”’

An awkward silence fell between
them. He crushed a cigarette stub
under his heel as he spoke again,
** You see, I've just not felt the need
for Mass. I pray in my own way.
Alone in my room — that’s where I
pray best. And I don’t like to be dic-
tated to by the Church as to where I
should pray and where I shouldn’t,”’

It was only then that Assunta knew
that he had not been to Confession
for more than three years.

" Confession ? " he laughed. *I've
no sins to confess. I do not sin

attitude towards the Church. She
tried talking it out with him. But
that too was useless. ** You’ll never

® A shriek, a scream.
track were two bodies.
The other disabled for life

convince me, little girl You're too
young to wunderstand. But some
day you will. T’ll see to that. Then
you will realise that holiness and the
Catholic Church are poles apart,”’

As far as she was concerned, she
knew it had to be ‘good-bye.” She
knew that marriage with a man like
Damian would mean unhappiness
and even regret for her and later for
her children as well. i

“You’re being silly, that’s all’’
Damian kept telling” her. ** After
all, T am a good Catholic, I only
hate those hypocrites in robes who
preach from pulpits, I've hated
them since I was a child . , . *

** Please stop! ** she almost shouted.
She had to fight to hold back the
tears that flooded her eyes,

“The day will come, Damian, when
God will make you 2o down on your
knees, not as you want, but as He
wants,”” she said slowly,

And Damian laughed, .

a few minutes, then continued walk-
ing. Suddenly she heard the whistle
of a train. She shouted to the chil-

dren but her voice was drowned.
The little child was yet on the track.
There were two lines running parallel.
The whistle sounded again,
this time,
track. She saw the train only a few
yards away.

loud.

Grabbing the child, Assunta jumped
off one line to avoid the oncoming train.

track were two bodies.
The other disabled for life

The

The Chaplain came to administer
the Last Sacraments,

¢ spoke only to give orders and
then too he almost barked. Any-
way, he was paying the bills = for

S ON .
. Six years later Assunta was walk-
ing along the beach with two of her
Hostel friends. The other girls were.
soon in the water but she, being
rather nervous, preferred to stay on
the shore. She watched little chil-
dren splash each other with water.
She walked up towards the rail track.
There were some children playing

with a ball. The youngest was not®

more than three years. One of the
older children threw the ball at the
chubby toddler who, missing it, ran
aftef( it as it rolled towards the rail
track.

Assunta stood watc’hing them for

And by the
One dead.

Nearer
Assunta ran towards the

Someone shouted. The whistle was
There was another whistle too.

shriek. A scream. And by the

One dead.

*

It was four days since the tragedy.
patient’s condition worsened.

By the bed stood a solitary figure. |

Continued on page 11
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. | CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE: MONDAY 18

TO

25 JANUARY 1959 |

* 7 hg Catholic Church’s observance of Church Unity Octave throughout the
this Year. It will be recalled that it was on 25 January last year, at the
John XXIII announced his intention of holding an Ecumenical Council.
Century, millions of hearts will beat in unison with the prayer: “That they

THE last prayer of Christ before
e He went out to®sacrifice His
life for the salyation of all Mankind
was that His followers might be
united among themselves in Him:
““Iin them and they in Me, that they
may become perfectly one, so that
the world may know that thou hast
sent me.”

In these last words, Our Lord ex-
presses the purpose of this unity for
which He prayed. He meant it to
be a sign, a proof to the rest of the
world that He is the world’s God-
sent Saviour.

Unity was to be at all times the
witness of Christians to the Divine
ruth of Christ’s mission. The con-
verse surely follows. The non-Chris-
tian, or the type Fr. Martindale called
the After-Christian, the man of mo-
ral principle but with little sense of
the need for doctrinal truth, feels
_Jjustified in taking up Christ’s chal-
lenge and, pointing a finger of scorn
at the Babel of disunity among those
wh® call themselves Christians, is
able logically to maintain that this
disunity is a witness, a proof that
Christ isn’t what He said He was and
what all Christians claim Him to be,
mnamely God-made-man, the Messiah,
the Saviour of the World, the only
Hope of the World.

A betrayal of Christ

THER.EIN lies the essential scan-
dal and shame of Christian
‘disunity: to those whom it is our
duty to convert to Christ, it is a be-
trayal of Christ, a denial of all we
claim for Him.
Disunity is a spiritual dishonesty
a spiritual adultery. Christ prays for
one thing. His followers frustrate ®
shat prayer by doing just the opposite.

- No wonder that the world says that

\

Christianity has failed. No wonder
that the non-Christian, Jew and Pa-
gan, scoffs at Chiistianity. No won-
der that so many, bréught up in the
‘Christian tradition, now deny the !
divine claims of Christ and zall them-
selves agnostic.

No one can deny that the stark
“fact of Christian disunity is a scandal,
an obstacle to the conversion of those
who. might otherwise accept Christ
and His Gospel. Yet the thinking

DISUNITY -

every Protestant Christian, from the
self-styled Anglo-Catholic to the
Free Churchman, will one day return
to unity in the One True Church
which Christ founded and from which

unity of belief.

e And this landslide into disunity
has gone on progressively until today,
when there are in existence several
hundred Christian sects that have

Fr. Gordon Albion
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their ancestors broke away so violent-
ly in the 16th century.

Penitential words

T that time, there was not the

same sense of shame at the scan-

dal of disunity that there is today

among sincere thinking non-Catholic
Christians of all shades of opinion.

Then, the scandal was the abuse
of worldliness in the lives and exam-
ple of those who claimed to represent
Christ on earth. That was the main
self-justifying cause of the great
Protestant revolt of 400 years ago
and the Pope of the day, Hadrian
VI, was the first to confess it: *“ We
freely acknowledge that God has
allowed this chastisement to come
upon His Church because of the sins
of men and especially because of the
sins of priests and prelates. We
will take all pains to reform, in the
first place, the court of Rome, from
which perhaps all those evils take
their origin.”

Those are penitential words of the
successor of Peter and those words
were made good in the great Catholic
Reform that gave new life and fervour
to the Church then and since.

But it was too late to stop what
had already taken place. Even the
Protestants couldn’t stop the aval-
anche they had started.

The final result of that first break-
away from the unity of Petrine and
Papal authority that was the only
safeguard of unity of faith and wor-
ship was a complete breakdown in

splintered off from the original main
Protestant churches.

Ecumenical Movem ent

|T is a fact of history which none
can deny and which the Protest-
ant can only attempt to justify by
alleging that the unity of the Chris-
tian Church was in fact broken up
almost from the beginning and con-
tinued to'disintegrate. . Yet it is'still
maintained that the prayer of Christ
for unity cannot be said to have failed,
because it was a prayer for a future
ideal, towards which all must patient-
ly strive, guided by the Holy Spirit,
and which will one day be realised.

It is that ideal unity which is the
inspiration of the World Council of
Churches and the whole Ecumenical
Movement that today bear witness
to a new and sincere approach to
the whole problem.

To us Catholics this movement is
a misguided one for, while asserting
that: ““on the basis of the New
Testament the Church of Christ is
one”’ (with which we would agree)
the World Council in its own words
disavows any thought of ‘becoming
a single unified Church structure
dominated by a centralized adminis-
trative authority.

In other words the aim of the
Ecumenical Movement is a fellow-
ship of the spirit which under the
comprehensive slogan of declaring
for Christ as Lord, will allow' the
widest divergence in religious tenets
and worship and repudiate, as did

world takes on a significant and added interest
closing ceremonies of the Uunity Octave, that Pope
As we draw closer to that great Church Event of the
also may be one as Thou Father on Me, andl I in Th;‘c.,w”

OUR SEPARATED BRETHREN ARE RELATED TO THE MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST

THE SCANDAL OF CHRISTIAN

the original Protestants,
authority.

This manifestly runs counter to
Catholic teaching and explains why
Catholics could not participate in
these ecumenical discussions, unless
to speak with an authority which the
World Council would not accept and
does not eyen claim for itself,

all unity of

Deepest interest

YET that does not mean that the
: Catholic Church is not deeply
interested in these strivifigs for unity
among those she regards as her sepa-
rated brethren, who are divided not
only from her, “the Mother and
Mistress of Christendom,” but eyen
among themselves.

After the first meeting of the World
Council of Churches at Amsterdam
in 1948, Pope Pius XII said: * The
Catholic Church takes «no part in
ecumenical conferences or meetings,
but, as may be seen from many papal
documents, she has never ceased,
nor ever will, from following with
deepest interest, and furthering with
fervent prayers, every attempt to

attain that end which Christ our g

Lord had so much at heart, namely,
that all who believe in Him ‘may be
made perfectly one.’ >’

Anglicans and Free Churchmen
know quite well, to quote the Lam-
beth Conference Report, of our
““conviction that the only goal of
reunion must be in submission to
the Papacy.”” Yet they are prepared
to accept our speakers on those terms,
‘which, in effect, are a demand for
unconditional surrender as the price
of unity.

In principle that is true. In ;')rac-
tice there are ways of presenting our
case with a gentle persuasiveness,
scholarly, reasoned but always cour-
teous, that can make a harsh demand
appear much more like a Christ-like
appeal. B

A striking phrasé

WE sometimes forget that our own'

firm convictions are due not to
any personal powers of sound reason
but to the gift of Faith and the clear-
cut guidance of the Church.

:
:
:

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

Suqday, 17 January:
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHA-
NY. Green. 2nd prayer of St.
Antony. Creed. Preface of the
Trinity,

Monday, 18 Janumy: The Chair
of St. Peter. Wh#te. 2nd prayer
of St. Paul. No Cgeed.  Preface
of the Apostles.

Tuesday, 19 January: Feria, Green,
Mass of previous Sunday. 2nd
prayer of St. Marius and Com-
panions.

Wednesday, 20 January: Sts, Fabi-
an and Sebastian. Red,

Thlgrsdday, 21 January: St. Agnes.

ed.

Friday, 22 January: Sts. Vincent
and.Anastasius. Red.

Saturday, 23 January: Mass of Our
Lady. White. 2nd prayer of
St. Raymund. Proper Preface.

Sunday,® 24 January: THIRD
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHA-
NY. Green. 2ng prayer of St.
Timothy. Preface of the Trinity.

@ Unless otherwise stated, the

prayer prescribed is always
said (Archdiocese: from the
Mass of St. Joseply.

SECOND

MRV VA VAR A

We also underestimate the power
over men’s minds of four centuries
of anti-papal prejudice and private
Jjudgment.

And lastly we tend to trzat our
separated brethren of today as if they
were as personally responsible for
the scandal of disunity as were the
apostate Catholics who revolted from
the Church'in the 16th century.

In adopting that attitude are we
not forgetting our own distinction
between formal and material heres?
And also are we not detracting from
the fullness of the Church’s Sacra-
mental theology which regards®as
God’s children and hers, all who are
regenerated by the Sacrament of
Baptism?

Within the last few years, theole

gians have deepened their study of
the Pauline doctrine of the Mystical
Body of Christ, the identification of

Continued on page 11

<Christian, whatever his so-called de-
nominationel allegiance, realizes that
disunity has arisen, and persists,
from grave differences of doctrine
sincerely held. A
The sincerity of such differences
of belief is, not unnaturally, question-
Eg by non-Christians because they
1ave been and are still often expressed
in terms of a spirit of hostility and
intolerance that seems to them a moc-
kery of Christianity. To the scandal
of the fact of disunity is added the
further scandal of the un-Christian
spirit in which it is maintained.

Different viewpoints

NOW for reasons deeply rooted in
both history and doctrine, Ca-
tholic and Protestant regard the scan-
«al of Christian disunity and approach
ithe problem of reunion from entirely
-different viewpoints.
The Catholic holds that Christ’s
rayer for unity must achieve its
urpose, for it was a divine prayer
-of Son to Father, God to God. And
as proof that Christ’s prayer has in
fact succeeded, the Catholic points
to his Church’s unity of authority
under the See of Peter, its unity of
belief and worship. .

Admittedly, at the end of the Mid-
-dle Ages there were gross abuses of
authority, evil-living among priests
and prelates, superstition rampant
among ill-instructed layfolk that the
Church was slowto reform, that the
Protestants took the law into their
own hands, but not content with pro-
testing against abuses of authority,
they totally rejected that authority,
opted out of the, Church, and pro-
claimed new doctrines and practices
of their own. ‘

In so doing they did not, and could
not, destroy the unity of the Church,
safeguarded as it is by Christ’s prayer,
But they cut themselves off from that
unity. =

Ll
And so it must be the earnest hope

I KNOW YOU WILL NEVER COME,

THE SON
| NEVER
HAD...

by
S.M. J.
LOUIS

J

time.

This morning I received an
invitation from two very dear
friends of mine to the sacerdotal

want to tell you today some-
thing which I have been want-
ing to tell you for a very long

and build castles in the air.” We
would also enter into pacts, some
possible and others impossible.
One such pact was that, if we ever
married, each of ‘s would offer
a son to God. I married first and
my friend followed suit soon

ordination of their son. My afters It is to his son’s ordi-
heart filled with joy at the good nation that I received the invita-
fortune of my friends. At the 'tion this morning. My pledge

same time I was overcome with a
sense of defeat and deprivation.
I was almost angry with God for

remains unfulfilled  because you
have chosen to stay on the other

. . L ]
side of the river.

SO | WRITE THIS LETTER. ..

denying me the supreme happi-
ness He has bestowed on my
friends. I made a silent but
bitter complaint about what I
felt to be His partiality and
Javouritism. My God,” my
heart cried out in anguish, “why
have Yoy not done unto me what
You have done unto my friends?
You know if You had given me
a son I would have offered him
back to You for Your Higher
Service.”’

This is not the first time I have
felt this way. I am seized with
the same feeling every time a
young man among my relations,
friends or acquiantances is or-
dained to the priesthood. And
all because you never came.

About twenty-eight years ago,
a very close friend of mine and
I were living together in an out-
station. We were both young
bachelors and Government ser-
vants. We would walk among

the ruins and round the lakes of

that ancient town, dream dreams

Over the years I have yearned®
for you to come not because I
wanted you to carry my name
down the generations or to sup-
port your mother and me in our
declining years. I cared nought

whether you became rich or

famous. I did not cravé for you

to bask i filial gffection, for I
get from your sisters ‘more of -
it than is good for me. All I
wanted was a priest in my Sfamily.

But you never came,

I did not want to make you a
king, for I longed to see you be-
come greater than kings. I
never hoped your touch would
turn wood into gold but I prayed
your words would change bread
into God. Ididnot want your voice
to ring in the courts of law; I had
hoped you would plead for me
and others before the Judge of
judges. You were not to bea
Jamous doctor; the mission I had
planned for you was the cure of
souls. I wanted a son “‘to offer
sacrifice, to bless, to govern, to

preach.’, You were to be not
merely a follower of Christ but
another Christ. Still, you would
not come.

I think I should also tell you
that as a boy my own ambition
was to be a priest but as the
eldest son of the family I decided
that it was my duty- to remain in
the world. Fool that I was I
could not convince myself that
God who called me to His Ser-
vice was quite capable of looking
after my family without me. I
have now seen over and Over |
again that God has a predilec-
tion for those families who give
up their sons to Him when they
nzed such sons most, and that He
is particularly generous to such
families even in this world. I
had hoped I coultl make amends
and fulfil my heart’s desire by
directing your footsteps towards
the- altar of God. In you I
wanted to see myself as a priest.
But you would not come.

In my dreams I often see your
mothery sisters and me kneeling
in a row at the altar Pails re-
ceiving Our Lord from your fresh-
Iy anointed hands. Many a
time have I seen your hand
raised in benediction at the altar,
the confessional, the baptismal
font or the bed of the sick.
Once I have even Seen you speed-
ing on my soul heavenwards
from my death bed. But my
dreams will never .come #Hue.
For I know you will@ever gome.
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MY CHRISTMAS CARD:

A regular contributor to MESSENGER columns sends what
he terms “‘belated good wishes from Nawalapitiya. g
apology for publishing them here especially because of the deep

thought behind them....
The q;xake of earth in distant

lands
That shatter the homes of a thou-
Find faint acho in our hearts.
‘While tiny sands, pricking in our

shoe 3
Cause tears to flow and mind,
Dwelling on pain,
lmé.!',,"é no greater catastrophe.

The Christmas Joy, the Christ-
mas Peace

Marred by godless rulers and
their greed® o

Seem but of®Bethlehem’s history

A simple rgpeat. e

While that I missed in time J

To wish my friends their Christ-
mas Bliss,

Seemed just now

The Greater Catastrophe.

The shepherds left their flocks

Tolzeethel..ordinMangerlmd,

But the shepherd of souls here
did try = -

To lead his flock to the Manger
side.

Eva-ylambandevery?:eephad

come
To learn the Joy and Peace
At Mary’s [nee.

Brnmmrmaenssressreessssersesesesen e

We make no

No doubt when, Mary’s Son was

born,

The shepherd found the lambs
stampede

And sheep pile on.

So, foolish shepherd, I,

RuShing up and down

To bring my flock to the railing
side,

Mind all intent

On lamb and sheep,

Forgot to blow the shepherd’s
horn

by

To c
chord
That with kith and kin and friends
of other days FH
I, too, was descending the
mountain side
In time
To be at the Manger of the Lord.
So, pardon me dear friends,
1T this year, good wishes come
Belated,
From Nawalapitiya,
y are none the less sincere,
for I told the Lord:
“ Little Baby dear,
The friends to whom I did not
write,
In spirit they are with me
Here.”

Fr. Theodore A. Pieris

o d

ace

0,\' this 249th anniversary of Fr.
Vaz’s holy death — with the

B 250th before us now as an imme-
diate assignment —it is pleasing
to bring into the story one who is
perhaps the most vital link in the
chain of workers and witnesses:
Ladislaus, Archbishop Zaleski, for-
mer Delegate Apostolic of our
area.

We had always heard of him as an
enthusiast of the Cause; we knew
tha he was the one who revived
interest in it—who revived even
the memory of Fr. Vaz when it
was fading out in India and right
here in Ceylon. What the book-
let sent to us by Mr. Marcelléne
Perera of Dehiwela has impresed
on us is the thoroughness of Mgr.
Zaleski’s work matching his enthu-
siasm, inspired by it.

To take just the question of the Tomb
that is now engrossing us, in two
pages (pp. 137-8) of generally spa-
ced print of the booklet in 16.0
the Delegate brings together all
the clues, sifts and examines them
and makes his suggestions. Quite
remarkably for his time, he touches
on almost all the points that have
since heen raised even in the last
last few months of our own dis-
cussion. For example, he writes
(p.137) :

** Therefore the place of sepul-
ture of the Apostle of Ceylon is
not known. We only know that
it was in the Bogambara suburb.

THE APOSTOLIC DELEGATE SHOWS HIS CARDS

That suburb consisted of a large
1ank (the Wewa) with houses on
one side only. Between the tank
and the hill the space av.ailgble
Jor building was then very limited.

Now (in 1894) the tank has been
filled in and the space is occupied
by public buildings, viz., the Rail-
way Station with s appurtenan-
ces, some barracks for the Police,
a jail, and a Municipal Market.

A Catholic engineer who super-
intended the construction of those

FATHER VAZ
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buildings assured me that in dig-
ging the foundation no trace hud
been found of a pre-existing
church.  Besides, the space occu-
pied by them was formeriy the
tank.””

Archbishop Zaleski goes on to discuss
whether it is not possible that Fr.
Vaz’s body was subsequently ex-
humed and carried away elsewhere.,
He gives two reasons against such
a thing having happened. (a)
There is no tradition to this effect.
(b) If the body had been transport-
ed elsewhere, the devotion of the
faithful would have followed it and
we would know the spot, for the
veneration of the faithful would
have kept up the tradition.

For one thing, the body was definitely
there in Kandy when the Oratorian
Fathers were forced to leave the
place hurriedly in 1743 (2 1745).
In this connection Archbishop
Zaleski repeats the account of the
opening of the Tomb and coffin by
Fr. Goncealves in the days of King
Kundasala.

He then goes on to explain why the
Catholics could do nothing about
Fr. Vaz's grave in the 100 years
ensuing the expulsion of the Priests

A Don Peter and now the Postu—
lator’s sleuths. And still it cannot
'be said that every clue he indicated
has been followed to a finish,
Se;eﬁggoimsil g detail renms'n to be
T t to light in our ** Strands,”™
btnwcmnnotmﬁainﬁ'omm
ing once again our admiration for
the great Delegate who so simply
and generously placed all his cards.
on the table for other (younger
and more obscure) workers to
take up and exploit. 2 :

from Kandy and how, therefore,

when the Mission was re-o
in 1843, * even'the tradition about
the site where the church stood
had perished.””

And now, a minor discovery of our
own. It is just as we pick out this
statement on p. 137 that we notice
that pp. 133 to 136 are missing
from the booklet. To issue a call
to our Readers for another and
complete copy that could be sent
to Rome to the Postulator, we are
obliged to do what research-workers
would have expected us to do at
the outset and give the title and
full bibiliographical particulars of
}he booklet we have been quoting
rom.

In due form then, we catalogue and
describe it as:

A booklet of 140 pages in 16. o,
printed at Calcutta (Catholic Or-
phan Press)in1897 under the title-
*“The Apostle of Ceylon™ —
Fr. Joseph Vaz, an Oratoraian
Priest, 1651-1711. “The author's

name is known only from
the signed Introduction (4 pages):
Ladislaus Michael, Archbishop

of Thebes, Delegate Apostolic of
the - East Indies. The editor's
Jootnote explains that the present
English is a **literal translation
expressly made for the Indo-
European Correspondence.” The
original was in French and had
first been appended to a Report
made by the Delegate Apostolic
10 the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda on 26th September,
1894, -

MORNING
OFFERING

INTENTIONS FOR
JANUARY .

GENERAL: That all who
are seeking the true Church may
be led to it by a further under-
standing of the desire of the
Heart of Jesus for the unity of
His people.

MISSIONARY : That Eastern
Christians separated from the
Holy See may be fired by an
eagerness to reach true and .
complete unity of faith with the |
Catholic Church.

Incidentally this should be a helpful

document for the Cause and we
can only hope it has been hunted
up and included in the Postulator’s
presentation of the case. Its pub-
lication too was at the express wish
of the Cardinal Prefect of Propa-
ganda who intended to distribute
it among the Cardinals of the
Sacred Congregation, the Bishops
of India and the Prelates or Supe-
riors of Orders who take a special
interest in our Indian missions
(p. 1)—another document that !
must be filed,

Directly to our present purpose is Arch- ]
bishop Zaleski’s statement (p. 12)
that ** the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda has repeatedly encour-
aged the Bishops of Ceylon 1o try
and discover the place” where Fr,
Joseph Vaz was buried.” Besides
sefting a seal on our own humble
efforts, this instruction too would

Of Special

Interest

1o Parish Priests and Superiors

B e s

44\.‘_;“

of Religious Institutions. ‘ﬁ.
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1o all that goes on in the political,
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CATHOLIC is as much a citizen of his country
_citizen. If a Catholic thinks that the profession of his Fs
entails an apathy on his part to all that constitutes the public

as any non-Catholic
ith of necessity
t ife of his country,
economic, and social institutions or move-

ments of his country, then he labours under an ignorance or a misconception

o of what should be his proper role.

If a Catholic thinks that because his Faith

makes him a member of a minority group in this Rountry, so he lives under

sufferance, and so he must live in a

ghetto, then he forgets that we are called

to the freedom of the children of God and that it is left to us, to our courage

‘even against odds to fashion an envi

® To the average Cafholic in this
<country who is inclined to be timid
litical

about participation in its politi
life, these words of the Second World
‘Congress for the Lay Apostolate in
Ronie in 1957 have a special signi-
ficance.

“It is regrettable, therefore, that
many Catholics, in spite of a deeply
Apostolic spirit, have a horror of poli-
dies. We may understand this attitude,
but we certainly cannot approve it.”

These words look like a diagnosis
of the situation of the generality of
the Catholics of this country.

We have zealous sodalists and
legionaries of Mary working in the
Catholic environment, but how did
it come to be wrong for anybody to
be an apostle in the many fields of
public life. It is not for want of
exhortation from the Popes. Ad-
dressing the aforementioned -World
Col}g(ms, Pope Pius XII said, ** /ay
apostles should be introduced into
-ecenomic, social and political life...”
A statement like this can create mis-
understanding in the minds of non-
Catholics. They may call this the
Imperialism of the Vatican. But if
we make it clear to non-Catholics
ithat the Apostleship we speak about
is an effort to bring about the welfare
of humanity by the achievement of
honesty, fairness, and brotherhood
in public life, then instead of mis-
understanding and suspicion we can
have understanding and co-operation
with them in a common task. The
appreciation’ of what is good, and
the search for happiness find common
ground for the vast number of man-
kind irrespective of differences of

race, religion, caste and class, be- &=

cause of the bond of our common

is that of the best values and impulses
of mankind over what perverts and
debases man. F

Constant vigilance by upright men
is the price of our common happiness.
The Catholics of Ceylon need that
formation and that capacity for indi-
~vidual and collective action which can
make them a powerful influence for
good in all the spheres of our Public
Life.

\ .

For those who think that there is
some incompatibility between piety
and activity in public life, Pope Pius X,

* whom we honour as a saint, has some
“very practical words. In his letter
of August 1910 on the Sillon he says:

““ As in the conflict of interests and
anost of all in the struggle against un-
- just forces, a man’s virtue, nay his
sanctity, does not always suffice to
assure him his daily bread, and as the
social machinery ought to be so orga-
aised as, by its natural action, to para-
Adyse the efforts of the wicked, and to
render accessible to every man of good-
will his legitimate share of temporal
Ahappiness, we earnestly desire that you
should take an active share in organis-
ing society for that purpose.”’

To this motivation deriving from
Jjust common sense these words of
Leo XIII add that inspired by the
Christian Faith:

““ But it is certain at least that the
perverse minded would exhibit less
boldness, and would not have brought
-about such an accumulation of ills,
if the © Faith that worketh by charity’
(Gal. 5 v 6) had been more energetic
.and lively in the souls of men.”” (En-
cyclical Sapientiae Christianae).

Pope Pius XII who lived with us
through the vicissitudes of our times
makes this earnest appeal to us:
" ““ Do not let die in your midst and
fade away the insistent call of the
Social Encyclicals, that voice which
indicates to the Faithful in the super-
natural regeneration of mankind the
moral obligation to co-operate in the
arrangement of society and especially
of economic life, exhorting to action
those whe share in this life no less than
the State itself. Is not this a sacred
duty for every Christian? (Pente-
cost address, 1941).

To those who avoid action and are

| satisfied with their own comfortable,

selfish apathy,Fr.James Keller in his
book ‘Government is Your Busines®
addresses these gords,

ronment where we can live as free men,

=

Charter

service
of their
£ country
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“ The greatest strength of those
dedicated to evil lies in the apathy of
those deditated to good, , Many times
it has been said * while the good people
have been taking care of themselves,
the wrong doers have been taking care
of everyone else’.”

History tells us that this apathy
de§troys ‘the very host that enter-
tains it.

Why political action?

Politics is the art of governing a
human community, and the day to
day business of such government.
On the rectitude and integrity of this
process depends the welfare of the
whole community. Good Govern-
ment is one of the principal factors

' making for the welfare of mankind,
No higher valuation of the role of
politics can be found than these
words of Pius XII:

*“The domain of politics takes an
interest in the whole of society and
it is the vastest field of charity, of
which one can say that no other field
is superior except the field of religion.”’

Here we have the Christian ideal
of politics, an immense vista for the
exercise of human brotherhood, of
man’s love for fellow man. The
impulse leading man to political
activity should then not derive from
lust for power, not self-aggrandise-
ment, not hatred, but from the will
to love and serve one’s fellow men.

The responsibility for good govern-
ment devolves on every citizen of a
country. Where totalitarian tyranny
renders the citizen powerless to act,
this responsibility does not cease,

_Atl%[]llllllllllllllIllIIllllllIlllIIIIllIlIIlHIIIIIIIIIHIIILI&
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h}xl un»ly awaits opportunity, Fr.
Keller in his aforementioned book
has very emphatic words on this

responsibility of the indiy idual,

*“ Either you run your Government
or Government will run you. It can
be as good or as bad as vl‘t)ll‘ indivi-
dually, permit it to be. " Government
is your responsibility, a direct and
personal responsibility,  You cannot
delegate that responsibility & pass it
on to others. Our chief Sfault as indi-
vidual citizens is that many of us have
put aside our duty, *[er George do
it’ seems to be the general attitude.,
Ot has been habitual and perhaps
Jashionable to disdain good Govern-
ment as something beneath us, Today
the chief obstacle to good Government
is the widespread belief that it is a job
for someone else. Many of us have
dropped into the dangerous belief that
others should make sacrifices for good
Government, while we do nothing more
than sit on the sidelines and complain
about how the doors are doing.”’

Good influence

It has been truly said that we get
the Government we deserve. To the
extent we individually and collective-
ly bring good influence to prevail in
our country to that extent the good-
ness of the Government we get is
assured. The responsibility of bring-
ing good inffiuence to bear devolves
on the generality of citizens from
the natural law to strive after the
good and on the Christian especially
from the additional weight of Chris-
tian teaching. This responsibility
is emphasized for us in these words of
Pope Pius X:

“All must remember that nobody
has the right to remain indifferent
when religion or the public welfare is
in danger. Those whose object is the
destruction of religion and civil society
aim above all at getting control as far
as possible, of the direction of public
affairs, and at having themselves cho-
sen as legislators. It is therefore
necessary that Catholics should strive
with all their might to avert that
danger.”” (Letter to the Bishop of
Madrid 1906).

A conflict

While for the Catholic there is no
rigid approach to the ultimate objec-
tive of politics, namely the general
welfare, any means violating justice
and truth would always be un-
Christian,

Likewise political theories and
aims not based on Justice and Truth,
denying fundamental human rights,
or based on false historical philoso-
phical premises conflict as well with
the Christian conscience as also the
human mind.

When Leo XIII says that religion
is ** in the very public order of States”’
we know that he means that no hu-
man community can find happiness
without those values of which the
Catholic Church is the guardian and
teacher. When you destroy the
Church you destroy mankind’s means
to happiness. So religion must re-
main holy and involate. The loyal
Catholic will always rally round the
Church whenever her genuine welfare
is at stake. Whatever the shadows
the frailty and malice of men may
throw around Her, She is ever the
Kingdom of God upon earth. Throu-
gh Her most men find find Truth,
Sanctity and everlasting happiness.
Twenty centuries look down on Her,
bearing witness in the lives of Her
saints and in many manifestations
of God’s providing care that She is
the continuing presence of Her
Divine Founder.,

The Catholic who knows and che-
rishes his Faith needs no injunction of
the Church to eschew those political
parties to whose resolute purpose to
destroy Her the story of our times bears
witness in the sufferings of those of
our brethren we call with anguish
“ The Church of Silence.” While ful-
filling his Christian responsibility in a
political party whose programme does
not conflict with his conscience, a
Catholic must avoid identifying the
Church with a political party. Experi-
ence has shown how such imprudence
has visited the sins of that party on
the Church, made the Church thg tool
of political rivalry, and the victim of
political retaliation. To make use of
the freedom of political action he has,
and yet to save Truth and Justice and
the genuine welfare of the Church,
the Catholic who turns to the Church
for the moral and spiritual implica-
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¢ HE MESSENGER in con-

' Junction with the ,Ca-

' tholic Press Board is pleas-

' ed to announce the 19-

60 MESSENGER JOUR-

¢ NALISM AWARDS for

' the third year in succession.

‘ Four major Awards are once

‘ again offered to readers of

this paper:

¢ (). THE MESSENGER

[} WRITER OF THE YEAR

' AWARD — for the year’s

‘ outstanding article with a
Catholic background award-

' c(} by His Grace the Arch-

() bishop of Colombo, the

P Most Rev. Dr. Thom3s
Cooray, 0.M.I.

(2. THE J. P. DE FON-
SEKA AWARD — for the
year’s outstanding poem '
with a Catholic setting pre-
sented by the Catholic
Press.

(3). THE JOHN LEO DE
CROOS MEMORIAL
PRIZE of Rs. 250/- pre-
sented by Shri A. L. J.
Croos Raj Chandra for the
best essay on the Blessed
Virgin. The theme this
year will be ““ Cause of our
Joy.”

This Award carriés in addition
a prize of Rs. 50/- to the
runner-up, also presented
by Shri A. L. J. Croos Raj

(4). THE A. X. MACHA-
DO MEMORIAL AWARD
for the year’s best short
story presented by Mr.
Joachim 'R. / Machado,

M.B.E.

1960 MESSENGER JOURNALISM

* Journalism Prizes

FOUR AWARDS
THIS YEAR

Entries for the above-men-
tioned Awards will, from
now on, be accepted.

Readers who wish to enter-
for these Contests are re-
quested to adhere strictly to
the Rules enumerated bel-
low:

(@). All Entrigs for these
Awards shall elearly specify
“ Writer of e’ “Yeand
“ Poetry,” “Essay ”’ or
““ Short Story ’” on the top
left hand corner of the enve-
lope.

(b). Each such entry must
have a Messenger Journa-
lism Award Coupon (print-
el below) with the details
clearly filled in and affixed
to the ipdividual’s entry.

(0). All entries addressed to
The Editor, MESSENGER,
Cat_holic Press, Borella
must reach him on or be-
fore 12 noon on 31 March
1960. (s

(d). A competitor may take
part in one or more of these
Awards, and more than one
entry may be als®sent in by
a competitor for any single
Award provided each such
entry carries.a Coupon.

(e). The decision of the
Editor of the MESSEN-
GER and of the Catholic
Press Board in regard to all F)
matters relating to these
Awards shall be final, and
no correspondence what- @
soever on the subject will '}
be entertained. )
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tions of his political action with filial
confidence must find on the part of
the Church a sympathetic and enlight-
ened understanding of his political
context. For both the Catholic plan-
ning action in the political field and
for thos€ who on behalf of the Church
have the task of relating the political
action to moral and spiritual values,
the first requisites of obtaining objee-
tive information on a given issue arises.

The Church and politics -

While the Catholic takes part in the
political life of his country by right
of his citizenship, and while the
Church exhorts him to the proper
exercise of this right, the Catholic
Church as an institution is*not pri-
marily concerged with man’s political,
economic or social® arrangements.
Her prize concern is the relationship
of man to God. But because this
relationshi‘p of man to Gqd is not
that of a self-contained unit, uncondi-
tioned in this relationship by what
is around it, the Church finds herself
concerned with the individual who
is at the same time involved inevitably
both physically and spiritually in the
whole family of man. The relation-
ship of man to God is as complex
as the situations in which he is found
in the same family of man. So the
Church has as the object of her con-
cern — man the member of his im-
mediate family, and man the member
of a wider society in all its modes of
functioning. Does manin his family,
social, economic, and political life

conform to God’s -will? That con-
cerns the Church.
The Church does not legislate

about the structure of temporal so-

ciety, but she points out how it
should conform to natural and divine
law, and she reiterates as occasion
arises the obligation of men to pre-
serve that conformity. 1Tt is not the
business of the Church to decide
whether this country should have a
monarchical or a republican form of
government, but she speaks out when
the_ government of this country enacts
legislation violating man’s God-given
rights or the rights of God Himself.
On those occasions such resources
at her command are made usg of to
uphold the rights of God and man.
These resources are her public utter-
ances, her exhortations to Catholics
to action as may be found necessary
and feasible, and campaigning by her
organisations. This intervention by
the Church is what her enemies try
to prevent by acgusing the Church
of meddling in politics. This has
been the favourite cry of the Commu-
nists. This sows confusion even in
the ranks of Catholics, who are not
alive to the real nature of the situa-
tion. Pope Pius XI warns us about
this: \

““ We_ enust safeguard ourselves
against “a confusion that may easily
arise. There are moments when we,
the Bishops and the Clergy, seem to
be occupied with politics.  But actu-
ally we are concerned only with reli-
gion when we fight for religious liberty
and for sanctity of the family
and of the school, for the keeping of
holy days consecrated to God. This
is not going in for politics. It is poli-
tics that have touched religion and
have laid hands on the altar. And
we, we defend the altar. 1t is our duty
to defend religion, the consciences of

Continued on page 11
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World-wide Campaign for Unity

THE call has gone out from Rome, and it is for every loyal Catholic

to hear it and live up to it. Already last year, presiding at the ¢ n-
cluding ceremonies for the Church Unity Octave at St. Paul’s Basilica in
Rome, His Holiness the Pope did something which alerted the Christian
world in a way few other things have done: he ‘announced his intention
of holding an Ecumenical Council for the sake of mak_ing a concrete at-
‘tempt to end the ‘ scandal of disunity *> and to work towards that unity
which is indeed the Iall-magk of Christ’s Church. Since that eventful
day, one full year has passed — one year daring which the world has
reacted in different ways at different times, to the Pope’s call; one year
during which the Church herself as come a long way in her preparation
for this great event-of-the-century; and one year, during which, other

Christian bodieg have, on the whole, taken a favourable attitude to the |

great event towards which the energies of the Church are presently harnessed.

One year is over — and once again, the Catholic world is on the
threshold of still another Octave of prayer for the Unity of the Church.
And in preparation for this period of prayer, the call of the Pope has gone
eut to the entire Catholic world in words of earnest appeal:

“ We gladly make our own the words of Pius XII expressing
the wish that this practice be spread as widely as possible.

In view of the forthcoming General Council we urgently invite
the faithful of every race and clime to join this period of prayer.”

On another occasion, the Pope envisaged these annual Church Unity
Octaves as so many stepping-stones to the great event of the Ecumenical
Qouncil, and therefore as having an added’ignportance in the eyes of the

Church. j

i ;s in this context that we ask oursreaders to consider the significance
of the perioh of prayer that commences on Monday. Will we, Catholics
of Ceylon, fall into line with the entire Church, or will we choose to re-
Thain in the ranks of the poor-relations,” giving barely the minimum ?
Will our voices too join in the general chorus that rises up from millions
of hearts during the next week, imploring God for unity and for the suc-
cess of the forthcoming General Council of the Church, or will we pre-
fer to be dumb spectators?

It is with a certain sense of sadness that we must admit that here
in Ceylon, much importance has not been-given in the past to the Church
Unity Octave; that few Catholics, if any, remember-to pray for the great
intentions of this week of prayer; and that very few indeed even realise
the role played in Rome and elsewhere, where even entire Radio coverage
gives prominence to the Unity Octave in their programmes. We have
of course been remiss; the question we are asking is whether, ip the light
of the events of the past year and of the Pope’s emphatic appeal, and
hence of the new and urgent importance given the Unity Octave, we,
Catholics of Ceylon will continue to do little during this period of world-
wide prayer for the Unity of the CRurch.

There will of course be those who will be wary at our own appeal,
for it may give the impression of being just another call for still another
campaign of prayer. But it is just here that the colossal error is being
made — for, all that we are doing, is to stress and to re-stress an aspect
of the Church to which Christ Himself gave g very special emphasis. At
the Last Supper, it was to UNITY that He came back with persistent
emphasis; and it was on this same unity that he fdcussed the large part
of His final prayer. The Unity of the Church was, quite obviously, pre-
dominant in His mind and heart. That is why when this unity of the
Church was shattered, the Church herself called all Catholics to prayer
for- this express: purpose once every- year; that too is why, as we have
indicated on previous ocgasions, the Ecumenical Council of the Church

was annourfccd by the Poge, and why he has himself invested this event
with such importance,

It is for these reasons that we feel confident that even if we Catholics
of Ceylon may not have been in the past as alert and catholic as we
might have been in this matter, this year at least, there will be a much
bigger and far more sustained interest in the Unity Octave which com-
mences on Monday. For here is an objective of the Church wt
cends national barriers, and goes out to the
one with a catholicity which Christ came to
in the most solemn moments of His life,

hich trans-
wide world, embracing every-
give, and for which He prayed

Naturally, therefore, people be-
gin to ask the question: ‘What has
happened to Mr. Philip Gurfa-
wardene, the  father of Ceylon’s
revolution’’? Could it really be
true that in his own unexpected
way, he has suddenly been con-
verted to religious belief? But the
answers too are on some people’s
lips for it is an open fact that he
and his new-found ally are pan-
dering to a form of racial and
religious extremism that is pure
dynamite.

The fact that this kind of elec-
tioneering may spark off a recru-
descence of the bitter events of
May-June 1958, does not seem
to concern them very much; the
contradiction in a man who de-
fended the suppression of Bud-
dhism in Tibet, turning now to be
a votary at the shrine of Buddhism,
does not seem to worry him. But
the memories of the people are
not so short. They remember
Comrade Philip of yesteryear;
they remember Tibet and the
Dalai Lama and the . Chinese
dragon over Buddhist monas-
teries; and they also remember
the people who turned a peaceful
Ceylon into one torn by racial
suspicion and dissension.

% Schools
t
A CURSORY' glance through
the election manifestos of
the major political parties shows
a variety of approaches to this
thorny question of the education
problem.

The, 'L.S.S.P,, C.P., and the
M.E.P. are of course pledged to
take over the Assisted "Schools
and to nationalise education. The
S.L.F.P. has taken the rather
strange attitude of recognising
the service being rendered by the
denominational schools, but stat-
ing at the same time their inten-
tion of squeezing them out of
existence and ‘ thereafter to with-
draw state grant to denominational
schools.”” The L.P.P. has stated
categorically that they intend to
continue the denominational sys-
tem of education as presently
existing, without any further res-
trictions.

The U.N.P. too has taken a
clear stand with regard to schools,
and as Mr. Dudley Senanayake
pointed out in his opening election
speech, *“ what we mean is educa-
tion in an atmosphere pervaded
by religion.”” We welcome some
of the very forthright comments
made by him in this connection,
especially on the need for the
religious environment in educa-
tion.

That too is'why we are ourselves
somewhat surprised, as a corres-
pondent points out in our letter-
columns today, that the U.N.P.
with its forthright policy on the
matter of education, should at
the same time limit the rights
of all parents to the choice of a
school for their children.

% That New . Year

WRRREENAANRAARRAARSAANAR R RNANN RANAD (RHASE

B HH

EACTIONS
New Year Message to Ca-
tholics have of course been varied.
There are those who have been
very vociferous in their criticism,
and despite the note of carping
invective underlying some of it,

to His Grace’s

'CURRENT /COMMENT
g by the. e cdetor—
Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing

NOW that Nomination Day has come and gone, and the incredibly large num-

ber of political Parities in the election fray have got down to business,
it would be useful to cast a quick eye over the general trends facing the country.
There are of course the Right Wing and’the Leftists. But what intrigues
us is the strange phenomenon of the “‘father of the revolution” turning religious
crusader and leading a Party which is pledged to religious and racial chauvinism. :
It is a far cry indeed from the day when religion was the *“ opium of the people,”’ \
and then the masses had to be liberated from their religious superstitions!

it is some consolation indeed that
.some of the very critics have under-

stood fully the message His Grace

was issuing to those of his flock.

It is not our intention to answer
these columnists; but we do con-
sider,it a very grave and sinister
attempt at mischief-making when
there are people who will try to
put over the big lie that His Grace’s
message was directed not so much
against Marxists as against Bud-
dhists. This is the kind of irres-
ponsibility which breeds discon-
tent and dissension in a land that
was well-known for its peace and
amity until a few years ago; this
too is the kind of utter falsehood
at which we shudder — for men
who have the powerful means of
the printed word at their disposal,
have certain responsibilities and
duties to serve the truth. !

*

“Atheistic

Marxism”’

ONE begins to wonder whether

it is wilful ignorance or
sincere lack of understanding
that prompted a violent critic of
the Archbishop’s New Year mess-
age to' claim that the Church
opposed the - Marxists merely,
because they had no be-
lief in a God.” And from this
assertion, he passes on '‘quite
glibly to the position that since
Buddhism has no God, the Arch-
bishop has in fact started a holy
war against Buddhists.

Whatever the motives of this
critic may be, let us say it quite
clearly that the Church’s opposi-
tion to Marxism is not for its lack
of belief in God, as for its open,
flagrant, systematic and uncon-
cealed opposition to belief in God.
Marxism is anti-God, and Marx-
ists who are true to;their own
creed have shouted thls out from
the house-tops; they have never
made a secret of it, until some-
times through sheer expediency.
We could quote Marxist author-
ities by the yard in substantiation
of this factof the war ¢n God and
organisedreligion, butthe thing is
such common knowledge now
that we would be only flogging
a dead horse.

Dragging in the red her-
ring of Buddhism and raising the
alarm of a holy war is the most
despicable form of mischief that
people can engage in. Buddhism
may not believe in God, but Bud-
dhism is not anti-God. Marxism
does not believe in God, but it is
flagrantly and violently anti-God.
What the Church is worried about
is a set of people who oppose
violently all that we hold sacred,
and who will do their damndest
(as they have done in so many
countries the world over), and
stop short at nothing whatsoever
in their bid to wipe out every
form of belief in God and
religion, and all that these con-
cepts involve.

% Defenders of the

the bitterest oppon-
of the Church

ents
themselves up occasionally

set
as  defenders of the faith,
and try to tell the Church what
she should and should not do. e

~

" Ardent Catholics”” and *“Ca-
tholic” circles” are then trotted
out in a cheap and well-tried
method of causing division in the
Church. Apparently, these peorle
proceed on the basis that the big-
ger the lie, the better the chance
there is of getting it across.

This technique is nothing new..
As we pointed last week, there
18 a tiresomely familiar ring about
all this. . This is the old, old
ammunition taken out of the
same old armoury.  Every single
move is true to pattern.

i F'lrs_t, they cry out against

foreign >’ missionaries and de-
mand that they be expelled *(how
often this has been happeaing
among these self-appointed de-
fenders of the faith!); they then
g0 a step further, and attempt a
de1s19n between the clergy and
the laity; the next step is evident.
And all this in the name of reli-
gion, which they claim to admire,
and of Christ whom they will e
freely quote. ;

We can’t help reca]ling a cer-
tain notorious character who is
an adept atquoting the Scriptures.

% Catholic Doctors

and the B.M.A.

EADERS of our paper wilk

recall a news-item some
weeks ago which reported the
denunciation by British Catholic
Doctors of an article * Is Chastity
Outmoded?* which appeared in
the British Medical Association’s
booklet & Getting Married.”” The
denunciation also took in a two-
page advertisement for the Family
Planning Association in the B.
M.A.’s monthly magazine * Fami-
Doctor.”” Eventually, the adver-
tisement was withdrawn.

The aftermath has been inte-
resting. The attempt made by
“The Times™ to give the impres-
sion that the B.M.A.’s withdrawal
was due exclusively to Catholic
opposition was characterised by
the B.M.A. as “ grossly mislead-
ing.”” The British Medical Jour-
nal said, editorially, that it was
highly regrettable that * The
Times > and others should have
read into this controversy another
Gunpowder Plot. It made a
categorical denial of the charge
that the B.M.A. had succumbed
to threats from a Catholic mino-
rity over the offending advertise-
ment, and it further pointed out
that the Catholic statement was
* moderate ** and ** modest,”” that
it was in no way an * attempt to
dictate.”” and that * Catholics
have every right to express their
convictions.” B

The B.M.A. also significantly
added: *“ No one — whatever his
private beliefs or public protesta-
tions —can be otherwise than
deeply perturbed by the prevailing
sexual moves,”” and * by the effect
of the pressures and examples of
those who should know better =
ulpo’r‘x impressionable young peo-
ple.” :

One wonders what attitude
would have been taken by respon- |
sible men if a similar situafion
had arisen here. 5

- «
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- from the 18th to 23rd inst. ant.

“of Our Lady of Lanka, under the direc-

* practical impact on the life of Aspir-
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Church Unity Octave

IN connection with Church Unity

Octave, 18th-25th January
(see Ordo Liturgicus, p. 4), Parish
Priests, Confessors, Chaplains and
Heads of Institutions are requested
to make an earnest appeal for a
sustained movement of prayer on
behalf of this major objective of
the forthcoming 2nd Vatican Coun-
cil towards which the attention of
the entire Church should now be
turned.

"X Thomas Cooray, O.M.I.,
Archbishop of Colombo.

Oratio Imperatq

UNTIL further notice the Oratio

Imperata, pro re gravi simpli-
citer, will be the one to St. Joseph
(March 19) instead of No. 13as
heretofore.

X Thomas Cooray, O.M.I.,
Archbishop of Colombo.
Archbishop’s
——
Appointments
e e

24 to 26 Jan. Pastoral Visitation
and Confirmation Service in the
Parish of Colpetty. .

His Grace will not be in Colombo
L2

- Vocations Day
o b et A
4th February

ST. ALOYSIUS’ SEMINARY
DIAMOND JUBILEE |+

(From a Messenger reporter)
PRESIDED OVER BY HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF

COLOMBO, THE MOST

O.M.I,, AND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE BISHOP OF
THE RT. REV. DR. EDMUND PEIRIS, O.M.I., WITH TWQ VICARS
GENERAL AND OVER TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY PRIESTS,
THE DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS HELD AT ST.
SIUS’ SEMINARY, BORELLA,
1960, PROVED RESOUNDINGLY MEMORABLE., >

His Grace the Archbishop (him-
self a past student of the Seminary)
said the Jubilee Mass and His

" Lordship the Bishop of Chilaw

summed up the significance of the
day in the sacred text with which
he opened his impressive sermon:
** Mother to be admired* above
measure and worthy to be remem-
bered by good men’ (2 Mac.
7.20).

The large number of old-boy
priests who were present and the
lovely gift of a silver cup, two
candle stands in Kandyan design
and a large reproduction of the
Seminary Crest given to St. Aloy-
sius’ by the “young old boys >’
now studying at the National
Seminary, bore eloquent witness
to the warm affection which the
past pupils harbour for the scenes
of their early days— days of youth-
ful pranks and high endeavour,
days of grace and laborious study.

It was one of those rare occa-
sions when the Fathers could meet
together and recall
days” and with a light heart
‘rag’ their former companions.
Of the past Directors, His Lord-
ship the Bishop of Chilaw and
Fr. Basil Weeratunga, O.M.L,
were present.

TRIBUTES
In the course of the enjoy-
able speeches at  lunch,

many tributes were paid to the

Oblate Fathers who had founded

and nurtured the Seminary and
!

A prayer and study gathering of
aspirants fo the Priesthood, the
Religious Institutes of Sisters and |
Brothers, as well as Altar Servers, to-
gether with those in charge of their
recruitment and training, at the feet

zion of His Grace the Archbishop with
a special panel of Priesjs.

Theme:

Mary.Immaculate, Model of the
chosen soul’s humble gratitude and
soaring response to God’s Omni-

potent Mercy.
Programme: The Day’s objective
of prayer and study illuminated by
this theme and directed towards its

ants is attained particularly through
the following:

1. Community (“Dialogue’’)
Mass with His Grace the Arch-
bishop at the Altar of the Grotto.

2. A parallel programme of
Eucharistic Adoration and Con-
ferences according to language and

Church Council—
Pope will make

final choice

& THEXPope will make the final
choice of subjects for the
agenda of the Second Vatican

Council,” Mgr. Pericle Felici said |-

in Rome. He is secretary of the
preparatory commission.

Bishops may ask for points to
be discussed even after the council
has been opened.

Papal infallibility was not on
the agenda of the First Vatican
Council, but was introduced at
the request of some bishops.

And definition of papal infal-

libility was one of the outstanding
events of that meeting.

stage groups.

3. A full assembly half-hour of
Adoration concluding with the mid-
day Angelus and Tora pulchraes.
Institutes that so desire may, by

timely arrang with the Admini.
trator, display recruitment posters
and other publicity material. However,
the presence of their members and
active participation in the various
items of the programme ( for example,
the study circle) will be the most effec-
tive propaganda. To make a contri-
bution to the theme in the course of
the session, it will have to be studied
and meditated beforehand.

%

Brief outline of theme (for develop-
ment beforehand). ‘

Of all souls chosen in the order of
Grace and with a role in the Divine
Scheme of the world’s Redemption,
Mary is pre-eminent. Her role was
Motherhood of the Saviour and the
saved; the Grace fitting Her for it
was Her Immaculate Conception
flowering into an ever-increasing

« Fulness of Grace.

First-chosen in pre-'eminence, Ma-
ry heads the list in this sense too that
o ..

all the rest of us have been chosen
in Her.

Whatever role we have been called
to in the world of souls (in God’s
Redemptive Plan), that role can only
be an ‘‘imitation’’ at a different
level and a participation in Mary’s

‘historical role.

Likewise our grace — the personal
degree of the spiritual life of Virtues
andGiftsthat equipsus for that role—
is received by us dependently on
Mary — on Her intercession.

Mary then is in every way the per-
sonal Model of a chosen soul (aspir-
rafnt to the Priesthood or Religious
life).

Now Mary’s response to the Divine
Election and Call is expressed in Her
reply to the Angel of the Annuncia-
tion: Behold the handmaid of the
Lord be it done to me according to
thy word.”” The attitudes of soul
implied in that reply are more fully
expressed in the Magnificat,

In both texts what we find is a pro-
found humility attributing the Divine
Choice exclusively to God’s Mercy
and a trustful enthusiastic prompt-
ness, because God who chose and
calls is Omnipotent.

REV. DR. THOMAS COORAY,

CHILAW,

ALOY-

ON MONDAY, 11 JANUARY

brought it up toits present stature,
The present Director, Fr. W. L.
®A. Don Peter, who is the first
diocesan priest to occupy that
post, spoke of the Seminary as a
monument to the apostolic zeal,
the patient toil, the fervent pray-
ers, and devoted self-sacrifice of
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

Fr. J. Robert Fernando (the
sole survivor of the opening of
St. Aloysius’ in 1900) recalled
the years of 60 years ago.
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SCHOOL
FRONT -
70 the Rev. Local Managers and

Heads of all the Schools in
the Archdiocese.
T H

E Rev. Local Managers and

Heads of all the schools in
the Archdiocese are hereby kindly
informed that the remaining va-
cancies of the Vernacular Teachers
in our schools will be filled up
with effect from 1-2-1960, by those
non-teachers who have been suc-
cessful in the Training Entrance
Examination in 1959. ®

Philip C. Dissanayake, O.ML.IL,
General Manager of
R. C. Schools-

1960

30-Day Retreat
"
for Priests

A 30-day Retreat for Priests
will be conducted by Rev. Fr. M.
Claude Krishnamurthy, S.J., at
Fatima Retreat House, Lewella
Jrom 1st March to 31st March,
1960. Kandy is both congenial
and pleasant.in March,

Rev. Fr. Marino, S.J., will be
the Spiritual Father,

The exercitants are requested
10 say Masses during the retreay
Jor the intentions®f the Director
of the Retreat Hbuse to cover
their Boarding expegses.

The Retreatants are expected
t0 be in the Retreat House by
noon of 29th February.

Please register your names
with the undersigned by 15th
fgbruary. We could take only

Far more particulars apply to:
Rev. Father Director, Fatima
Retreat Ho:xse, Lewella, Kandy.

“good old |}
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New Priest welcomed
at Dalupitiya

® Fr.P. D. Dominic being welcomed by the parishioners at Dalupitiya.

child afte the third.

The measure was opposed by
the government, whose spokes-
man was Minister of Health Dat-
tatraya Karmarkar.

The bill also sought to legalise
abortion,

After the third child

fine the Parents!

A PRIVATE member’s bill thrown out of the lower house of
India’s parliament proposed to fine over Rs. 150/ for every

—says Indian M.P.

effect on public health. .

Despite protests from the Catho-.
lic bishops, India is officially
committed to a scheme of birth
prevention in an effort to reduce
famine and poverty.

Mr. Karmarkar, who supports
the government-sponsored birth
control programme, argued that
legalised abortion would ** scare ™
people from family planning.

He said also that in Japan it
had proved to have had a bad

RADIO

L OG

JAN. 23 to 25: 6.55 to 7.00
a.m. THOUGHTS FOR THE
DAY (Tamil) — A. Jesuthason
Esq:

JAN. 24 : 9.30 to 10.00 a.m.
CATHOLIC HALF HOUR
(Tamil)—on 1he martyrdom of
St. Sebastian.

An Office turns
into.a Chapel

HEN Fr. Giovanni Maria, O.
F.M. Cap., of Novara, was
appointed chaplain to the artists
of Italy’s radio and television net-
works he was given a plush office
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