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Distortions and Misrepresentations
in Indian Press

CEYLON ENVOY'S STRONG PROTEST

suggestions in the Indian

Press that Ceylon was fol-
lowing ‘“‘a squeezing out policy”
against the Indian population
in Ceylon, evoked a strongly-
worded statement of protest.
In the course of the statement,
Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, Ceylon’s
High Commissioner, says: i 1 A )
regrettable that every action taken
by the Ceylon Government in the
interest of the permanent popula-
tion of that country, when it affects
some Indians, should be given pub-
licity in the Indian Press in a man-
ner calculated to cause dissatisfac-
tion against the Government of

Ceylon. The latest instance is the
misleading headlines in the local
papers regarding the issue of new

ration books in Ceylon.

- It is a well-known fact that the
rice situation in Ceylon is unsati$-
factory and every endeavour has
been made by the Government to
find the required rice for the issue
of rice rations to the people per-
manently settled in\Ceylon. It is
also a well-known fact that there
has been a large number of illicit
immigrants into Ceylon during
recent years despite the vigilance of
the Governments of both Ceylon
and India. No reasonable person
will consider unjustifiable any action
taken by the Ceylon Government to
see that illicit immigrants are not
issued with rice ration books."

November 1, 1949, is the date when
the Immigration Act was promul-
gated. Therefore, the Government
has fixed this date for the refusal of
rice ration books to people who illi-
citly went to Ceylon after that date.

UNFAIR TO CEYLON :

This is certainly a measure against
illicit immjgrants and if anybody
wants to use the word “discrimina-
tion,” it is certainly discrimination
against such people, prohibition of
whose entry into Ceylon has been
supported by the Government of
India itself between whom and the
Ceylon Government several confer-
ences have been held on the sub-
ject,

But simply because illicit immi-
grants happen to be Indians, to
brand such steps in glaring head-
lines as steps taken to squeeze out
Indians in Ceylon may be providing

something sensational to newspaper
readers, but is neither fair to Cey-
lon nor helpful in creating good re-
lations between the two countries.

L]

PREMIER CLARIFIES
POSITION

In reply to dppositlon speeches on
the issue of the 13th series rice
ration books the Prime Minister said
that members of the House were all
well aware of the fact that there was
a “big racket” going on in ration
books. They were well aware of
the fact that the deserving as well
as the undeserving had ration books.
He did not think any one would
deny that fact. It may be that the
administration would be blamed for
it, but the fact was that there were
more ration books in circulation
than there ought to have been, ac-
cording to the strict merits of each
particular case. The result was
that it was not a question of the
needy person getting his food at a
subsidised price. Everyone was well
aware that there was a big business
going on and a big turn-over being
made in the collection and buying
of ration books, and in transporting
the rice.

RATION BOOK RACKET

Big sums of money were made on
account of this. Even if it were a
fault of the administration, faced
with the fact, he thought that it was
absolutely necessary to ‘see that only
the deserving person got a ration
book. There was an outcry in the
Press and editorials bringing to the
notice of the public that there were
almost as many ration books over
again as the population of Ceylon.

“Therefore,” added the Prime
Minister, “I personally directed the
Minister of Food and Agriculture to
go into the whole question and see
that only the deserving person
received a ration book and partial
producers received coupons not to
the full extent but according to
what they had to buy, taking into
account their own individual pro-
duction.”

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
DENIED

The next point which the Prime
Minister dealt with was the alleged
racial discrimination. As far as
estate labour was concerned, wHo
comprise the largest body of these
so-called Indians or Ceylonese of
Indian origin, he said that on the
certificate  of the superintendent
everyone of them received his or
her rations. There is no discrimi-
nation at all.

British University Debating
Team to Visit Ceyion

A DEBATING team of three Bri-
tish University graduates leaves
Britain early this month for a 10+
week tour of universities in Ceylon,
India, Pakistan and Singapore. .
The members of the team will be

Mr. Derick Torr, of Birmingham
University; Mr, James Forrester of
Edinburgh University; and Mr, Alan
John Smith, of University College,
London. The team is expected to
arrive in Colombo early in March.—
(UK.IS.).

Continuing, the Prime Minister
said, the estate labourers formed
the largest body of Indians in Cey-
lon. Then the non-nationals who,
in householders’ lists have been cer-
tified to have been here before 1949,
all such persons, without a question,
got their ration books. It is evi-
dent from the interruptions from
the Opposition side of the House,
that the occasion is being used only
for propaganda purposes rather
than to obtain information,

“I am not going to allow any fur-
ther interruptions. We have had
too many and there must be a limit,”
was the Speaker’s stern remind®r at
this stage.

Continuing, the Prime Minister

said: “The position is that we are
trying to stop illicit immigration on

the one hand, but here, on the other
hand, we are asked to encourage
further illicit immigration by giving
illicit immigrants rice at the sub-
sidised rate of 25 cents a measure,
and say, ‘come, we will always give
you rice even if you are illicit immi-
grants’!”

The Opposition members, he said,
spoke of non-issue of rice ration
books meant starvation. It only
meant that subsidized rice was not
available. All those cases where rice
ration books have not been issued
are being examined and if any in-
justice had been done, matters
would be put right. There was no
discrimination against a race. It
was certainly discrimination against
breakers of the Law—the Immigrant
Law.
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THE ORIGIN OF SINHALESE SHORT STORIES

N the days of old when Sin-

halese prose literature was
employed as a medium of pro-
pagation of Buddhism the one

‘and the only type of short

stories prevalent in Ceylon was
“Jataka” tales—stories depict-
ing the various births of the
Bodhisatva. Some researches
into the past culture of our Island,
Lanka, have revealed the fact ‘that
the earliest type of short stories we
had were these “Jatakas.” Modern

critics of Sinhalese literature are
unanimously of opinion that the

origin of Sinhalese short stories was

stories

the “Jataka”
undoubtedly e

that flourished during the

that immediately followed the in-.
_ troduction of Buddhism into Ceylon.

In the early periods of the history
of Sinhalese literature the art of
writing wags chiefly in the hands of
Buddhist monks and the works they
produced were of a high-flown style,
unintelligible to the general public.
As a result the appreciation of the
then current literary achievements
proved to be a monopoly of just a
handful of the people. Even those
educated few who had nurtured a
liking for reading, according to
some modern investigations into the
ancient Sinhalese literature, must
not have sufficiently and pouularly

By

“Jataka” tales written somewhere
about the middle of the 14th cen-
tury by Dharmasena who was also
a Buddhist monk.

Between the period from the end
of the twelfth century and down-
wards it was very seldom that a lay
writer cared to try his hand a’g pro-
ducing something of literary inter-
est. This, according to some con-
temporary critics of Sinhalese lite-
rature was the chief facto.r tbat
contributed towards social life being
far removed from the fqlk—lqre and
legends woven in primitive times.

The prose style the monks of ghe
tenth and eleventh centuries
adopted to write down their stories
was to a greater degree monotonous
and philosophical. The stories they
wrote were meant to be read aloud
by someone for the edification of a
group of listners and therefore the
individual reader could not find any
sort of delight in them.

The sole object of the monk writ-
ers of very early times was to dis-
seminate and popularize Buddhism
through the medium of what they
wrote and not to create a literary
interest in their readers. To a
greater extent they employed Sans-
krit words in writing their stories.
Sometimes the stories they wrote

understood them—the language was Were direct translations from Pali
so difficult and beyond comprehen- and Sanskrit texts. ;
sion. After centuries of darkness in the
i history of Sinhalese literature it
only were given to
wrfgg mg:xfsﬁntgothe Z:ubjeitgma%ter began to prosper towards the end of
they grew up for writing stories to the 12th century, Talented writers
religion alone, thus ignoring the DEEan to appear and’ interesting
social life around them. . Some cri- _Jatgka” stories came do";’;ll, mtoTtge
tics hold the view that the absence 1Nands of the reading public. &
of social conditions in “Jataka” Style with which thgy had been
stories of early times was due to the treated could be easily understood
fact that Buddhist monks were 20d was no longer monotonous and
ignorant of them as they were for- unintelligible.
bidden to move about feeely among By the 13th century several dex-
the common folk. On no eground trous authors got into the literary
can we take this for granted for world. One of those authors whose
the standards of social life have . productions of literature and in-
vividly been reflected in the herent literary talent that contri-
— THE TYPEWRITER LEADER OF THE WORLD —
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Wilson Siriwarnasingha

buted greatly towards the kindling
of a taste for reading in the people
was Gurulugomi,. the celebrated
author of Sinhalese literature who
wrote hundreds of years ahead of
his time.

Gurulugomi had special genius
with regard to the literary field that
towered distinctly high above that
of all hiss contemporary writers.
Something which led to Gurulu-
gomi’s popularity as an author was
that he avoided almost completely
introducing miraculous occurrences
and myths which were very common
and found in abundance in the
works of ancient writers. Ama-
vatura is the most important book
among the diversity of works which
came from his pen. The remark-
able success of Gurulugomi in his
Amavatura greatly depends on the
fact that he avoided to a greater
degree or altogether the hackneyed
prose style of expression employed
by ancient writers.

The Amavatura has been written
in such a charming style that it can
be read and re-read without the
slightest diminution of delight, The
ajithor has consciously managed to
maintain the style he invented for
the purpose all theoughout the book.

Semething deservifig mention in
this comment of his book is that
unlike in works of literature includ-
ing folk tales and legends of primi-
tive® periods the “Jataka” stories in
his book provide much incidental in-
formation relating to the social
conditions prevailing at its time.
This, we may say, is one of the most
striking features that led hs work
to be regarded as a long living mas-
terpiece of Sinhalese literature.

Although Gurulugomi’s style of
language proved to be of some
difficulty to be understood by the
semi-literate man it showed con-
siderable success in resurrecting the
half dead Sinhalese literature along
with the “Jataka” tale.

Vidyachakrawarti and Dharma-
Sena were two other prominent per-
sonalities whose contributions to-
wards the maintenance of Sinhalese
literature and the bringing of lite-
rature within the reach of the com-
mon man are highly esteemed. These
two authors who thrived in the 13th
century made every possible att&upt
to revive Sinhalese literature. These
attempts to a greater extent were
successful.

“The Jataka stories Vidyachakra-
warti wrote were of a very superior
quality. He created an independent
style of writing which in later times
came to be widely followed by Sin-
halese writers.

Vidyachakrawarti‘s style of ex-
pression gvhich came to be ¥nown as
“Misra, Sinhala” (mixed Sinhalese)
not only was appreciable but also
easily intelligible to a wider circle of
readers. Simplicity of style was
the predominating feature in  his
works. Thigs is undoubtedly why he
Won an extraordinary and everlast-
ing popularity as a literary genius.

Dharmasena’s style was still sim-
pler. The subject matter of nearly
all his Jataka stories was drawn
from the everyday life. Dharma-
sena, being well versed in the expe-
riences of the life of the common
folk was able to produce stories suit-
ab.le to the tastes and interests of
all.  His books teem with colloguial
terms of speech and idiomatie
bhrases resorted to by villagers.
Saddharmaratnawaliya is a shining
instance in this connection. He
gave his readers a close-up of the
social activities prevalent at his
time. He did not exaggerate things.
It is apparent that all his works
Wwere directed towards the target of
instilling into the reader, reality in
its most genuine form,

It is a fact we are fully aware of
that the Jataka story, the earliest
type of Sinhalese short story, had
assumed a religious outlook, The
short story of today is very much
different from the Jataka  story.
This is due to two major reasons.

In the first place the early influ-
ences of Buddhism on it gradually
disappeared as it steadily progressed
with time towards the modern age.
Secondly, Sinhalese short story writ-

ers who came in close contact with
foreign short stories, especially Rus-
sian and French stories, clothed the
old Sinhalese short story with cos-
tumes they borrowed from foreign
sources. Consequently the fashion
of our old short story began to
dwindle away rapidly until not a
single characteristic pertaining to it

was left. The gap existing pre-
sently between the modern short
story and the old is such a long

separation that it is almost impos-
sible for one to conjecture that the
Jataka stories appearing in ancient
Sinhalese literature books were the
origin of the shogt story we have in
Ceylon today.

“It was a terribly dark night.
After dinner I was lying on my bed
absorbed in a  fascinating novel
when I heard a gentle tap on the
oottt &

This is how a modern short story
begins. But a 13th or a 14th cen-
tury writer would commence writing
his story thus. -

“Once upon a time when the
Buddha was residing at Kusinara,
there lived in a remote spot of the
country side in India a humble far-
mer and his beloved wife who were
gifted with a pretty looking daugh-
ter,”vete;

If we compare these two begin-
nings with each other we can at
once realize what a vast difference
is there between the modern and
the old short story. =%

“Agriculture is the backbone of a
nation.” Thus runs a Sinhalese
slogan. 1 wonder it is exaggera-
tion if we are to say “Short story
is the backbone of literature.” By
the first slogan we mean that agri-
culture is indispensable to a nation.
Surely it is the same with
the second; for no literature can
exist without the short story—it is
the support on which a literature
rests. Therefore by no means can
we be exaggerating when we say,
“Short story is the backbone of lite-
rature.”

« JVe know that there was only one
type of short story in ancient Sin-
halese literature. It is not the same
with the short story of this modern
age.

The historical short story also
occupies an outstanding place in
the modern field of Sinhalese lite-
rature. Until very recently, before
the detectige story won popularity

the historical story had been con-
sidered the best types of short
story.

The aim of ‘the historical short

story is to kindle in the reader the
fire of patriotism and portray the
valour and bravery of our ancient
national heroes.

Mr. Martin Wickramasinghe, T. G.
W. de Silva and W. A. Silva are three
of the most prominent and promis-
ing Sinhalese short story writers we
have today. They are equally effi-
cient in their respective modes of
writing.

Mr. T. G. W, de Silva of Matars, is
undoubtedly the most well known
Sinhalese short story writer of this
modern age. Keats, the famous
poet of English literature, lived for
poetry alone; Mr. W. de Silva lives
for the short story alone. His pro-
minence vastly depends on the suc-
cess of his sarcastic short stories
that occasionally appeared in the
“Silumina.” One of the most dis-
tinguished stories among Mr. de
Silva’s works is the “Midnight
Woman“ that was recently pubs
lished.

Mr. W. A. Silva, though, was a
novellst gatlned popularity and fame
as a short story writer. This, cer-
tainly is on account of the fact that
his short stories were more ena-
mouring and exciting than his
novels. Even the casual reader who
will plunge into his stories, espe-
clally “Hinganakolla” (Beggar Boy),
and “Lensuwa” (Handkerchief) will
come to know how great a  profi-
ciency he possessed at weaving fic-
tion and short stories. Mr. Silva in
most of his stories attempts suc-
cessfully at displaying various
domestic difficulties that confronted
middle class families in urban
areas and the habitual dissent of
westernized Sinhalese damsels to the
marriage proposals their parents

(Continued on page 3)
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CAN THE SOCIALISTS SAVE ASIA?

NEW organised political
force has entered the
Asian scene in an effort to save
what remains of non-Com-
munist Asia from Communism.
That force is the newly-created
Asian Socialist Organisation.
Will it succeed? I person-
ally believe that it will suc-
ceed only if it develops a dynamic
of its own as powerful as the driv-
ing force behind Communism. In
the past Socialism in Asia has com-
pletely lacked that motive power.
It has been a weak, anaemic thing,
floundering amid an undergrowth of
=sentimentalities, Never did Asian
Socialists present a less edifying
spectacle than when the once
.powerful Indian Socialist Party
under its one-time inspiring leader,
Jayaprakash Narain, suffered igno-
minious defeat at the last All-India
General Elections. After that tragic
eclipse of a once great party Social-
ism became in India a by-word for
indecision, for paper formulas and
the mere high-sounding sentiments
of its leaders, who were themselves
at sixes and sevens over the framing
of a properly integrated policy.
But is Asian Socialism now to be
rejuvenated? Is the Rangoon Con-
ference a portent of on-coming de-
feat by the forces of Communism or
does it herald the upsurge of a new
and live political movement in the
Asian scene? There is no doubt that
the intellectuals behind the move-
ment, s«particularly the Indian
Socialists, are well qualified to lead
the Asian masses. But for some
reason or other, the Indian leaders
have lost their grip on the Indian
masses and a long period of struggle
lies ahead of them if they are to
regain a hold of the Indian work-
ing and middle classes. Meanwhile
the Indian Communist Party has
forged ahead and appears to be
making headway still with the in-
tellectuals as well as the working
and middle classes in that country.
In Pakistan, too, conditions do not

By Stanley Morrison

appear to be as propitious as they
seem on the surface, The riots that
have just occurred in Karachi are
said to be Communist-inspired, and
the amazing courage with which
the rioters, particularly the students,
fought the Police and armed forces
must give the authorities there food
for thought and open their eyes to
the existence of a hard core of re-

sistance to the present reginse in

Pakistan, Coming hard on the
heels of the announcement of the
forthcoming creation of a really
democratic constitution for Pakis-
tan, the riots in the capital are a
warning sign that all is not well
with this new-born Muslim State.

And soon after the riots flared up
in Karachi, there occurred a vir-
tual police revolt in Madras City.
Is there A LINK BETWEEN the two
events? If there is, then it would
appear that the underground links
between Indians and  Pakistanis,
who owe a common political allegi-
ance, have already been forged.
Thus, while the problem of Kash-
mir continues to divide India and
Pakistan, the two countries seem to
be united underground.

All these alarms and excursigns
across the Palk S§raits must natu-
rally cause great concern to little
Ceylon—where still peace apides,
But for how long?- That is the
question. Not for long, I believe,
if the present depressed condifjons
are to continue in the Island’s staple
industries. Labour wunrest may
grow, and the Leftists will be the
only beneficiaries under such a state
of affairs. The depression in the
countries’ staple industries are a
Commonwealth responsibility and if
nothing is done soon to rectify mat-
ters and to persuade the U.S.A. to
stop using synthetics as a counter-
weight to the natural rubber indus-
try, mere military measures to block
Communism in Asia would be
utterly futile, because starving, un-
employed people with despair in

their hearts and desperation in
their minds will naturally turn to-
wards the Communist- leaders for
relief. In Asia, therefore, the most
important and effective check on
Communism is the economic wea-
pon. Already as a result of the
American emphasis on the synthe-
tic rubber industry, there is wide-
spread distress among the masses in
Malaya and Indonesia. And now
it is reported that General Eisen-
hower has a plan for couping up
Communism within the borders of
China and preventing it spreading
out among her mneighbours. But
unfortunately it is said to be a mili-
tary plan, Unless, however, it is
linked up with an economic plan for
finding profitable markets for the
raw materials already being pro-
duced in South-East Asia, a military
plan is bound to fail, because the
enemy within the South-East Asian
countries can upset all the best-
laid plans of Western generals. By
the “enemy within” I mean the vast
masses of half-starved people whom
a slump in the markets for ° their
produce would drive to desperation.

Out of this mass the Communists
will obtain a horde of willing re-
cruits for guerilla warfare and for
organised acts of sabotage. In every
country in South-East Asia, there-
fore, there will be two armies—the
armies of people loyal to their res-
pective governments and the armies
of the underground loyal to the dic-
tates of the Communists. Thus, the
economic factor is vital and if the
Western powers ignore that factor
or do not give it prime importance,
they are likely to see Sonth-East
Asia go the way of China.

Besides, there is another Thighly
important consideration. That is
India’s attitude towards a military
plan. There is not the slightest
doubt that no American persuasion
will succeed in botaining Indian ad-
herence to the Western Bloc’s mili-
tary schemes. Apart from Mr.
Nehru’s repeated avowal of friend-
ship for China, public opinion in
India still stands opposed to India
being lined up with any power bloc
either of the Left or Right. Any
attempt to interfere with this deci-
sion of India’s will lead to disaster
and to a permanent estrangement
between India and the West.

The Origin
Short

(Continued from page 2)

arrange for them. However, Mr.
Silva is not the sort of short story
writer who tries to condemn women-
kind. Never does he go to trans-
form his story to a sermon intended
for the reformation of sociefy.
Mr. Martin Wickremasinghe of
Malalagama, the well known critic,
has gained an islandwide reputation
as a short story writer. Mr, Wick-
remasinghe first came into promin-
ence in 1924 with the publication of
his book of a series of short stories
entitled “Geheniyak” (A woman).
In his short stories Mr. Wickrema-

of Sinhalese
Stories

singhe provides the reader with a
close critical study of the various
social aspects in villages. He rakes
up the defects of the countryfolk
and tries to create in the reader the.
impression that they are the reac-
tions to social and economic  in-
fluences. ; .

Among the very large number of

short stories he wrote, prominence
has been given to “Diyamanti

‘Malaya” (Diamond Necklace), “Ma-

gul gedera” (The wedding and
“Meeyage Maranaya” (the death
of the mouse), 2l of which were
written bgtween 1924 and 1939.
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TEMPLER OF MALAYA
“The Smiling Tiger”

NE evening last January, in
the pale green dining room
of Ottawa’s Rideau Hall, Win-
ston Churchill sat at a banquet
table, ruddy-faced in an atmo-
sphere redolent of brandy .and‘
cigars. He was Prime Minister
again, and enjoying it. Sitting
near him were Lords Ismay,
ander. Among
sze;grig g%rlegts,éle?v( noticed the tall,
slim British general seated down-
table. But suddenly Churchill
waved a brandy glass at the officer
and bellowed:

“Templer! Malaya!”

The buzz of conversation, momen-
tarily suspended, was resumed. Five
minutes later, Churchill bawled:

“Templer! Full powers!”

Ten minutes later his gruff voice
cut through the cigar smoke again:

“Full power, Templer, Very heady
stuff. Use it sparingly.”

There had been a council of war
at Rideau Hall over Commonwealth
defences. Most urgent subject: the
3i-year ‘“state of emergency” in
Malaya, where Communist terrorists
(1) had taken more than 3,000 lives;
(2) were costing 150,000 dollars a
day to combat; (3) threatened tin
and rubber production, Britain’s best
dollar earners. A few months be-
fore, Communists had ambushed
and killedq High Commissioner Sir
Henry Gurney, the top-flight colo-
nial alministrator who had been
sent out to put order into Malaya’s
civil service. Said the London
“Daily Telegraph”: “The trouble
(has been) not only murder, but
mugwumpery.”

Churchill ran a broad finger down
Britain’s army list and halted at the

Afifth name: General Sir Gerald Wal-

ter Robert Templer, K.C.B., K.B.E,,
CM.G., DS.O. A message to Cob-
ham, Surrey brought 54-year-old
General Templer flying to the ban-
quet room in Ottawa. Three weeks
later he was in Malaya, with such
military and political powers in his
kit bag as no British®soldier had
had since Cromwell.

POLO AND PALESTINE

The dragon-boot soil of Northern
Ireland has farroweg a, fine litter of
Britain’s great generals—Montgo-
mery, Alexander, Dill, Alanbrooke,
Auchenleck. It also farrowed
Gerald Templer, a thin, deceptively
fragile-looking, tough soldier. His
father, a dedicated officer in the
Royal Irish Fusiliers, had some dis-
cussion with his mother about what
to call the child, but there was no
discussion about his career: it was
Wellington, Sandhurst and the
army. Says his mother, now in her
80s: “He always wanted to be a sol-
dier, and I did my best to make
him so0.”

So did he. He scraped into World
War I as a subaltern at the age of
18, made the retreat «from the
Somme. In 1919 he was part of a
hush-hush force in the Caspian Sea
area which helped defeng the White
Russian fleet from Bolshevik attack:
“All pretty unsatisfactory from a
political point of view, though great
fun for a young officer.” Now he
likes to say that he is the “only
seénior British officer who ever fought
the Russians.” Between the world
wars, he played polo and rode to
hounds, became bayonet—righting
champion of the British army, made
the 1924. Olympic squad ag a 120-
yard hurdler, He also saw action
in Palestine, where he won a D.S.0.,
in guerrilla skirmishes against the
A{abs, Palestine taught him “the
mind and method of the guerrilla,”
and introduceq him to the Arab-
Je‘wish problem: “I can remember
lying in bed weeping about the tra-
gedy of it.”

In Worlq War II, in the retre
Dunkirk, he wag operational
mander of “Mac Force,” the im-
provised formation covering the
Brltlsh right flank, ang was men-
tioned in dispatches, Back in Eng-
land he shot up to be the youngest
lieutenant general in the  British

at to
com-

army. Believing he had risen too
quickly, he asked for and got a
combat command.

RESTLESS ENERGY

In Italy he soon won a reputa;ion
for restless energy, drive and im-
petuosity. When patrols wen?; out,
he sat up and waited for their re-
turn, so that he could interrogate
the patrol commander himself. At

a critical moment on the Anzio
beachhead he ordered every man
available—sappers, cooks, clerks—

into the firing line. “He acted like
a red-hot poker,” says one of his
officers. “He always impresed you
as a man who was inevitably head-
ing for a tremendous crack-up,” says
another.

Speeding along the road toward
Florence one day, he met a truck
coming from the front with a looted
baby grand piano. Seeing the gene-
ral’s stars. the truck driver pulled
aside to let him pass—and hit a land
mine in the ditch. Part of the
piano, came hurtling down on Tem-
pler’s back. seriously injuring his
spine. When he recovered the war
was almost over, (“Only general ever
wounded by a piano,” he says,
savagely). Appointed first military
governor of the British Zone in
Germany he announced that he in-
tended to be “firm to®he point of
ruthlessness...... I have still to meet
a German who says he’s sorry. But
that® the nature of the beast.”

CLARET AND CRYSTAL

War’s end brought Templer full
generalship, knighthood and eleva-
tion to the Imperial General Staff.
But his proudest preferment is his
coloneley of the Royal Irish Fusi-
liers.

Templer’s father had
collection of regimental
flags, uniforms and weapons at
Loughall Manor, Armagh, Templer
set ‘'up a regimental museum, res-
tored to the regiment its original
war trophy:Napoleon’s eagle-headed
standard which an Irish rifleman
had captured in the Peninsular War.

Templer is the perfect picture of
a British regular soldier: an austere,
stiff-backed autocrat in uniform—
and in mufti a bit of a dandy. He
lived elegantly in London’s Belgra-
via- and became a connoisseur of
claret, crystal and 17th  century
books. But in the company of his
old war comrades he could relax.
Says one: “He’ll bring along an
elderly fellow in civilian attire and
introduce him to the officers as
‘You remember Sergeant So-and-So.
He and I fought together at So-and-
So! Sometimes if you happen to

started a
trophies,

mention the name of a ranker he’ll -

slap his thigh and declare: ‘T knew
him befor_e his mother’s milk was
dry on his lips’.”

It was not surprising that such a
man should say to Churchill: “If I
make a mess of it I want to go
back to the army. If I don’t make
4 mess of it I want to go back to
the army.” 1In the Malayan jungle,
fighting a cruel war, there were
moments when many thought he
was making a mess of it

THE NEUTRAL JUNGLE

The basic fact about the war in
Malaya is the jungle. “The thing
that astonished me most.” writes
Colonel F, Spencer Chapman, an
Englishman who spent three years
there in World War IT behind’ the
Japanese lines “was the absolute
straightness, the perfect symmetry
of the tree trunks, like the pillars
of a dark and limitless cathedral,
The ground itself Was covered with
a thick carpet of dead leaves and
seedling trees. There was practic-
ally no earth visible, and certainly
no grass or flowers. Up to a height
of ten feet or so, a dense under-
growth of young trees and palms,
but out of this wavy green sea of
undergrowth a myriad tree trunks
rose straight upward......... for 150
feet before thHey burgeonedq into a
solid canopy of green which almost
entirely shut out the sky.”

Four-fifths of Malaya—a country
about the size of Florida—is tropical
forest covering mountains up to
7,000 feet high, In this jungle, in-
habited by, tigers, elephants, bison,

TRIBUTE TQ
LATE PREMIER

AT the unveiling ceremony at

Ceylon House, London, of
the oil painting of the Rt. Hon.
D. S. Senanayake, the late
Prime Minister, which was
performed by his son, the present
Prime Minister, a glowing tribute
was paid by Mr. J. R. Jayewardene,
Finance Minister, on that ocecasion,
the full text of which is as follows:

Mr. Prime Minister, Your Excel-
lency, Ladies and Gentlemen—

It falls to the lot of a few indeed
to witness the realisation of the
ideals they have sfriven to achieve.
One of these was the late Rt. Hon.
Don Stephen Senanayake, who
strove to achieve the ideal of a free,
united and democratic Lanka.

With a resistless flame, he kindled

the thoughts of his countrymen to-
wards the creation of a free Lankg
and lixed to be chosen as its first
Prime Minister. He welded the
diverse races that lived therein into
one nation, To preserve this newly-
won freedom and to safeguard the
liberty of its citizens he established
a government of the people through
democratic institutions. -

He also laid the foundation for
the future welfare of our land by
the inauguration of the great
schemes of agricultural regeneration
associated with his name, He did
not live to see their ultimate fulfil-
ment. Before he died, however, he
knew that under the wise and con-
scientious guidance of his %on as
Minister of Agriculture that that
fulfilment was assured.

The tributes that flowed in from
all parts of the world at his death
showed that then none knew him
but to love; none spoke of him but
to praise. It may truly be said that
“the elements so mixed in him that
nature may stand up and say to all
the world ‘this was a man’”

The inherent necessity of dissolu-
tion “anicca wata sankhara,” has
torn him away from us, but not be-
fore his name was inscribed in let-
‘tef’s of gold in the ancient seroll of
Lanka’s distinguished sons. The re-
cord of his service, wherein lies his
chief fame, will withstand the cor-
rosion of time, and “at the going
down of the sun and in the morning
the people of Lanka, whom he loved
so well, will remember him.”

Co-operation
the Solution
of Labour
Problems

“BROTHERHOOD is what every

religion teaches. Such mani-
festations unfortunately are com-
pletely non-existent in the relation-
ship between employer and employee
and it is this aloofness which is res-
ponsible for much of the differences
that exist between the two parties,”
declared Mr. H. E. P. de Mel, MP.,
when he entertained the employees
of the Lanka Light Match Factory,
Moratuwa, on Friday, the 2nd Janu-
ary.

Continuing, he said that the
workers of Free Lanka had a very
great responsibility in the matter of
production of manufactured goods
required by their people. Co-opera-
tion and better understanding and
united efforts of both employer and
the employee were essential. It
should be the duty of every employer
and the employee to render their
obligations to the country and work
for economic stability and social
progress.—(Cor.)

—_—

monkeys, gibbons, deer and  bear.
alive with all manner of insects, in-
cluding malaria-bearing mosauitoes,
bloodsucking leeches, pythons and
multi-coloureqd birds, where ‘orchids
and rhododendron flourish, there is
hidden an army of about 5,000 Com-
munist guerrillas, *

((“TIME”).
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What Moral
Means to

Re-armament
a German

Communist

L]

"TTHERE are three types of
Communists. Those who are
ready to give their lives and
everything they have. Those
of high intelligence who have
been gripped by the fascinat-
ing theory of Communism; and the
masses, who waver this way and
that, and whon® Fascism also suc-
ceeded in winning over.
For over 25 years I put my whole
faith in those who were ready to
* give everything to build a new world
and on them only.

The hard conditions in which I
had to live forced me to think about
society. I had the feeling that
my work was not rightly appreciated
and regarded, for however hard I
worked I was poor. We could not
afford to buy new things, and to
bring our standard of living on to a
bearable level.

For example, Christmas in my
childhood was certainly a time of
joy, but I never was given a toy.
We made big eyes with delight if we
were even given an orange. My
stepfather turned most of what he
had into alcohol. It would have
been a little better if he had saved
more. But often a worker became
bitter and took to his bottle.

Even while I was still at school, I
went through the bitter experience

of feeling that people, who  were
calling themselves religious, were
in reality the opposite. Their ideas
and their lives contradicted each

other. For this reason I lost my
faith although I had had a religious
education.

At that time the Communists wRere

the only people who offered the
workers an answer. In 1918 I
joined the workers’ movement.

Marxism appealed to me because sO
much of what Marx said was true.

COMMUNISTS  GIVE
EVERYTHING

I took part in strikes and demon-
strations which the police tried to
prevent. We were beaten with
truncheons. There were broken
windows and dead and wounded.
During the war, in which I fought
as an anti-Fascist, we Communists

met at the risk of our lives. I re-
memeber with gratitude many
honest comrades who gave their

lives from the depth of their convic-
tion that this was the way to fight
for a new world. My own brother
was tortured by the Nazis, but this
did not soften us. On the contrary
it hardened us and made us more
determined revolutionaries.

THE CLASS SYSTEM

After the war I was sent by the
Communist Party to the Party
training school in the Eastern Zone
of Germany.

There were three classes in the
distribution of food, in sleeping and
living quarters. However my fana-
ticism after twenty-three years of
fighting let that go by, and when I
returned to the Ruhr I was given
the job of secretary for training and
propaganda in our area.

THE FORGOTTEN FACTOR

Shortly after this a play called
“The Forgotten Factor” came ta the
Ruhr on the invitation of our boss,
Dr. Kost, who is also chairmgn of
the German Coal Board. We had to
distribute the tickets, which I did
not like, because I thought, “any-
thing the employers support cannot
be good.”

"BUT T was surprised when on® day
one of the actors turned up with his
wife in my home, That was my

first contact with people who de-
monstrated in theory AND in prac-
tice unity, brotherhood and living
above class. The play plus the
actors, with their caring and deep
comradeship which they o lived
everywhere, not just on the stage,
impressed me deeply. About that
time I fell ill, and in the hospital I
was visited by many M.R.A. people
and by very few of my Communist
comrades.

CAUX

Some time afterwards I was in-
vited to Caux, the international
training centre of Moral Re-Arma-
ment in Switzerland. I went very
critical. In the meetings no great
scientific lectures were given, but
living evidence and a basic philoso-
phy of life. A philosophy of life
founded on the revolutionary effect
of a change of motive in indidivi-
duals. I saw at once that here was
something which the Marxist sclen-
tific structures lacked. @We had for-
gotten many Wt had not allowed
for the force of moral values. We
only planned revolution with our
heads, whereas here was a revolu-
tion of the heart. .

I was struck by the employers I
met there. They did not talk
much, but gave proof that they were
parting with their money, not only
for this revolution; but also to create
better social conditions for their
workers. These were results which
we aimed to achieve through social-
ism. When I examined Marxism
from this angle, I remembered that
Marx was the son of a Jewish Mer-
chant, and Engels, the son of a capi-
talist. Their readiness to sacrifice
everything had made it possible for
millions of workers to achieve what
freedom they enjoyed to-day. Now
I know that the positive forces in
every class, nation and race can and

must be united to build the new
society.
I understood the baslc structure

of Lenin’s ideas. But it occurred to
me that I had never really thought
out the means by which the class
war was going to be carried through.
In its final stage class war becomes
world atomic war, which utterly
destroys any - economic basis upon
which we would build Socialism. I
realised that we need gn ideology
which adequately meets the claims
of the atomic age.

I found at Caux an international
organism which was lived, whereas
I as a Communist had known only
a song called the Internationale,
which was sung.

MRA is the true synthesis between
Capitalism and Socialism, I learn-
ed this from Frank Buchman who
taught us that the true causes of
the crisis we see in Socialism, in the
family and the nations, spring from
sick motives, materialism or selfish-
ness.

REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE

I talked unceasingly about the
unity of the working class. But all
the time I had no unity with my

seven colleagues in the works coun-
cil room. My obstinacy and my
determination, as an old Communist,
always to be right made a  unity
with them impossible. But when I
began to live the principles  of
M.R.A.,, my greatest political oppo-
nent became my friend and part-
ner. He said to my boss, “I get on
wonderfully with Kurowski now.
Not because he has changed his poli-
tical beliefs, but because the fellow
himself has changed. He does not
lose his temper and he trusts me as
a comrade. Perhaps I also must
put some things right.”

So I found that the unity of the
working class is something that
must be lived.

Pagl Kurowski

ITS COOD TO SEF THE
FAMILIAR FACF OF

CHETTINAD ‘CORPORATION LTD.
FOR
All Your Requirements of Hardware etc.

Importers & Stockists: -of Galv. sheets, asbestos sheets, cements,
paints and colours : wirenails : barbed wire,
galy. pipings. B. |. sheets and plates.
Constructional steels of all descriptions such
as Rounds, Flats, Squares, Joists, Channels &
Angles.

And all kinds of Estate supplies as Aluminium
Tea Chest linings, hoops, etc. etc.

Chettinad Corporation Ltd.

116/118, Keyzer Street, Colombo.

¢ Finance "’ Telegrams. Telephone: 4276 & 4277

FOR OVER 40 YEARS THE LEADING NAME IN
THE FERTILISER INDUSTRY OF CEYLON.

T'grams: COSSACK T'phone 5351
INCORPORATED IN GREAT BRITAIN—LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED.

P.O. Box 33, Colombo
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THE CEYLON
WHARFAGE
COMPANY. LIMITED

COLOMBO

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED.
Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transport
Department.

Goods cleared through Customs, and
. Forwarded to any part of
Colombo
Il. . Delivered at Railway Station for
transmission Up-country
fll. Stored in bond to’ suit
convenience of owners, or

the

IV. Placed in a transhipment ware-

house for re-shipment.
Teleohone 2291 Post Box 169
COLOMBO
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Announcement!

IF 1T'S A BICYCLE
YOU WANT —WE CAN
OFFER YOU THE BEST —

NEW HUDSON BICYCLES
22" Roadster with Gearcase.
21" Light Tourist with Gearcese.
21" Ladies’ Tourist with Gearcase.
22" Ladies’ Roadster with Gearcase.
21" Racing.
(8" Boys’.
SUNBEAM BICYCLES
22'‘ Roadster with Gearcase.
21" Light Tourist with Gearcase.
22" De Luxe with 3-speed gear.
21" * Wayfarer ' with 3-speed gear.
SEE. THEM
AT
. BROUGHAMS 5
York Arcade,
OR o
0 SOLE AGENTS—

LEWIS BROWN &
CO., LTD.

McCallum Road,
COLOMBO.
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MISSION TO INDIA

The Press Note issued from
New Delhi by Ceylon’s High
Commissioner on the subject of
the misrepresentation of Cey-
lon affairs in the Indian Press
is certainly an unusual event.
It is rarely that a diplomatic
representative uses language
as strong as that in which the
High Commissioner’s note was
worded. The situation, there-
fore, must be really serious for

such a step to have been con-,

sidered necsssary. The general
reader and the average citizen
in Ceylon may not be aware
that in most circumstances
there will always be one sec-
tion of the Press of a country
which will act in an irrespon-
sible and mischievous manner.
It is not only in India that one
can find that kind of journal-
ism. Some little known sec-
tions of the Press in Great Bri-
tain, or America or Australia
now and again  indulge in
reader-exciting news splashes.
These outbursts are Kkept in
check by the admonitory and
dignified editorial comment of
national newspapers in those
countries.

In Ceylon, also, we have some
half-baked journalists on some
of our weeklies who go right
down to the level of their kind
of readers and seek to inflame
a highly excitable people. Res-
ponsible journals, however
strongly they may State a case,
are always careful to check
their facts. ‘

In India we must remember
that the better known national
dailies have maintained a more
or less objective attitude to
Indo-Ceylon problems.

There is, however, a history
of deliberate distortion behind
the latest outbursts by a cer-
tain section of the Indian Press
which have provoked our High
Commissioner to issue his
latest Note. There is a section
of the Indian Press that be-
lieves in whipping up, expan-
sionist madness among a sec-
tion of the Indian people. The
technique they adopt is lifted
straight from a text-book of
propaganda that Dr. Goebbels

Co-op. Agr;cu

might well have written. We
who have followed this trend in
India since independence re-
member that before Sardar
Vallabhai Patel marched into
Hyderabad that section of the
Press we have in mind pub-
lished most lurid stories about
atrocities being committed in
Hyderabad against Indians.
These papers screamed that
innocent Indians were being
rapeq and burned and tortured.
When the Indian armies occu-
pied Hyderabad this screaming
ceased.

Since then the same tech-
nique was used in the attack
on Portuguese Goa. It is still
going on in reference to French
Pondichery, and now it seems
to be the turn for Ceylon to
receive the attentions of this
kind of yellow journalism.

We can assure the High
Commissioner that the truth
will never be published in the
columns of such newspapers.
There is, however, the in-
fosmed, just and highly res-
ponsible section of the Indian
Press which cafl be, depended
upen to give the facts. To that
section must be directed the
attention and energy of our
Forfign Office. Press relations
are not as easy to maintain as
they are to establish. The
ideal Press Officer is hard to
come by. One of the best of

them that the Government of

Ceylon ever had is in too
exalted a position for the day-
to-day attention to this subject
in India. We refer to Sir
Kanthiah Vaithianathan, who
is Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of External Affairs
and Defence. We have, how-
ever, in Mr. H. A. J. Hulugalle,
the head of the Information
Department, a most competent
journalist who should be used
before he is moved  elsewhere.
It is extremely vital to prevail
upon him to serve his country
by immediately setting out on
a One Man Mission to the
Press of India. He should have
the full authority of a visiting
diplomat if he is to make head-
way. He has the know-how
and the {act and has achieved
the top level as a journalist to
handle this difficult job as it
needs to be handled. We hope
that the Government will
seriously consider the impor-
tance of this suggestion. Much
anguish can be avoided if we
take early steps thus to counter
the war-mongering mischief in
which some sections of the
Indian Press is now engaged.

ltural Society

at Haburugala

PITIGALA, Friday

AT a largely attended meeting

held at the Government School,
Haburugala, presided over by Mr.
B DS Kumarasingha, Registrar of
Births, Deaths and Marriages,
Pahala Gamhaya, a Co-operative
Agricultural Production and Sales
Society was formed for Haburugala
and Dedduwa,

Outlining the objects of the
meeting, Mr, Kumarasingha said
that as the Government is prepared
to give any support for the food
drive it was their duty to do their
bit by bringing under cultivation as
much land as possible in order to

achieve self-sufficiency in food, As
there are over 2,000 acres of paddy
fields at Haburugala and Dedduwa
the formation, the co-operative
effort of such a Society would bring
them many benefits,

Mr, K. T. L. de Silva, Food Produc-
tion Officer, Kosgoda-Bentota, ex-
plained the usefulness of a Co-ope-
rative Agricultural Production and
Sales Society whose members are
eligible for concessions such as
loans, planting materials and im-
plements, ete., ete.

The following office-bearers were
elected:—

(Contipued on - page 7)

of Best Quality
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YOUR COMPLETE HOUSE
FURNISHING PROBLEM
CAN BE SOLVED WITH
* VERY LEFTEEVCOST!

by
BROUGHAMS

You may be looking for a single
chair, or you may be seeking the
complete furnishing of your home
—in either case consult Broughams
Colombo’s Leading Furnishers.

WE ALSO CARRY A GOOD
STOCK OF

KITCHENWARE
FURNISHINGS
FURNITURE

CARPETS
LINENS
P. O. Box 75
YORK ARCADE, COLOMBO I.
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PHENOMENAL PROGRESS OF

POST OFFICE

Substantial Advance

“AS a national institution the

Post Office makes an active
and important contribution to
the progress and welfare of the
State and its people. Its ser-
vices are no lohger confined
strictly to postal business. It is

a medium of close contact between
the Government and the community
and the volume of business passing
through the Post Office is a general
idea of the commercial life and the

prosperity of the “country. The
volume of mails handled by the
Post Office has been growing

steadily year by year and the finan-
cial year 1950-1951 saw yet a further

increase in the volume of all classes
of mail matter. The extensive mea-
sures adopted by Government under
the First Six-Year Plan to raise the
agricultural, industrial and social
standards of the country have all
been reflected in an increase of
business in every sphere of Post
Office activity.”

The above is the introductory note
in the Administration Report of the
Postmaster-General and Director of
Telecommunications for 1950-51.

The following table" indicates the
increase over the previous year in
respect of articles of correspond-
ence, parcels, money orders, tele-
gramg and telephone calls:—

PREMIER'S TERSE AND .
CRISP REPLIES :

To Opposition Leader's Motion

MR. S. W. R. D. BANDARA-

NAIKE, Leader of the
Opposition, file® a private
motion asking the Prime

Minister for his policy on six
specific issues about which his
party was not certain. These
had been discussed at a meet-
ing of the Party.

The Prime Minister replied to the
six points at issue, in Parliament.
The questions and answers were a%
follows:—

Q. 1. Why did not the Prime
Minister seek the approval of
the House before the drastic
varlations of the budgetary
proposals set out in the Appro-
priation Act were imple-
mented?

The Prime Minister in Teply, said
it was not necessary to seek the ap-
proval of the House as no cuts had
been made on the items of expendi-
ture passed by the House, Certain
items of expenditure had been mere-
1y reserved and he mentioned that
those items had been tabled in the
House.

He added that a Minister need
only seek Cabinet sanction in res-
pect of any of the items of expendi-
ture which had been reserved to
utilise the funds voted for that pur-
pose.

LONDON CONFERENCE

Q. 2. Will the Prime Minister
make g statement with regard
to the recent Commonwealth
Prime Ministers’ Conference
and give the House an oppor-
tunity of discussing that
statement?

The Prime Minister replied: “My
report is before the Cabinet
will be considered when the Cabinet
meets next. Till the Cabinet has
approved of it I could not possibly
make a statement.”

“I shall certainly make g state-
ment once Cabinet has approved it.”

4 THE QUEEN’S TITLE

Q. 3. Will the Prime Minister
make a statement on the title
which he had recommended to
be assumed by Her Majesty
the Queen after the Corona-
tion?

The Prime Minister replied that
he would certainly do so.
CHINA PACT

Q. 4. Will the Prime Minister

afford the House an early op-
portunity to discuss the long-
term Trade Agreement with
China and the necessary steps
which should be taken in con-
sequence thereof?

and -

The Prime Minister replied that
it was the practice to table Agree-

ments in the House. When the
Treaty had been printed, he said,
he would table it and then the

House could decide whether a dis-
cussion was necessary.

WORLD BANK REPORT

Q. 5. Will the Prime Minister
afford the House the oppor-
tunity of discussing the report
of the World Bank Mission
prior to decisions being
reached on its recommenda-
tions by the Government?

The Prime Minister replied that
the Cabinet had appointed a sub-
Committee to consider the World

Bank report. The Cabinet would
then frame its budget on the recom-
mendations of the World Bank mis-
sion proposed by the sub-Committee
and accepted by the Cabinet. Once
the budget was presented in the
Hougse, the Members could discuss
it and the recommendations of the
World Bank Report
therein.

Mr. Bandaranaike wanted a dis-
cussion on the whole report of the
World Bank mission. .

The Prime Minister replied that
a debate on the voluminofis World
Bank report with its numberless re-
commendations would be a  farce
especially as all the recommenda-
tions may not be-accepted by the
Cabinet.

KANDY PEASANTRY
Q. 6. Will the Prime Minister
grant the House an early
opportunity of discussing the
+ report of the Kandyan Pea-
santry Commission?

The Prime Minister replied that
the Cabinet would have to consider
the report first after which the
House would be afforded a discus-
sion.

Co-op. Agricultural

Society at

Haburugala

(Continued from page 6)

President: Mr, K. D. S, Kumara-
singhe; Vice-President: Mr, M. K.
W. Gooneratne, Village Headman,
Dedduwa; Secretary: Mr, M. D. P.
Muniratna; Treasurer: Mr. D. N.
Abeywickrama and a committee &f
seven more members including the
well-known social worker at Ded-
duwa, and Mr. U. K. S. Samara-
weera, Ayurvedic Physician,

A resolution requesting the Gov-
ernment to register the Society and
to grant loans up to a maximum of
Rs. 14,000 was unanimously passed.

ACTIVITY

in Telecommunication

1949-1950  1950-1951

Articles of corres-

pondence 227,808,725 256,666,061
Parcels 2,251,994 2,578,431
Money Orders issued

and paid 3,101,340 3,472,999
Telegrams dealt

with 3,910,729 4,421,607
Telephones (Colombo

trunk and call

offices) 25,329,869 30,523,303

The opening of new offices, boom
trade conditions and the various de-
velopment schemes of Government
have contributed to the general in-
crease of work in all Post Offices
in the Island.

AN IMPORTANT EVENT

An event of importance during
the year was the purchase by the
Ceylon Government of the local
assets of Cable and Wireless Ltd. and
the assumption by the Postal De-
partment of the functions of Cey-
lon’s “National Body” for the ope-
ration and maintenance of the ex-
terflal telecommunication services.
Ceylon was represented at the ex-
traordinary Administrative Radio
Conference of the Interna#ional
Telecommunication Union held in
Geneva.

MAIL SERVICE

The period under review saw the
restoration of the Foreign Surface
Mail services by fast passenger
steamers as in pre-war days.

While the air mail service is being
generally used for light letters and
small parcels (to certain countries)
the surface mail service continues to
be well patronised«for the despatch
of bulkier mail matter. Certain
classes of mail matter, received from
New York were found to be greater
in volume than the corresponding
mails received from the United
Kingdom,

It is not well known by the public
that a large volume of work is
thrown on the department owing to
insufficiently or incorrectly ad-
dressed mail matter. Such articles
are sent to the Returned Letter
Office, where they receive special
attention of trained staff who are
able in most cases, to trace the
sender or addresses and effect cor-
rect disposal.

DO YOU KNOW

That during the period under
review a total of 9,070 registered
articles and 538,277 unregistered
articles were handled.

That the corresponding figures
for the previous period were 5,990
and 407,886.

That money orders, postal
orders, cheques, cash and stamps
to the value of Rs. 212,920 “Were
found in undelivered letters.

That about 95 per cent. of this
sum was returned to the senders,
the balance being held in deposit
pending claims.

That a sum of Rs. 934.20 was
credited to revenue from the sales
of contents of unclaimed postal
articles.

incorporated

'Phone:
4354 (4 lines).

Permanent Colours—for incorporation
« in cement, concrete, plaster, etc.

Waterproofing Powder for incorpora-

Colourless Transparent Waterproofing
Liquids for porous exterior wails,
cement plaster, etc.

NG."1. ke
NO. 2. %
tion in cement.
NO. 3. %
NO. 10.

Liquid Surface Tinter for concrete
floors, asbestos cement sheets, etc.

All the above contained in our normal stocks.

A Visit to our Show Rooms is well worth.

Sole Agents:

HOARES

(Ceylon)
P.O. Box 22, Colombo. :

Ltd..

'Grams:
« Hoaretco’, Colombo.
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YHE SWADESHI| iNDUSTRIAL WORKS LTD.

Hardware
Cement

““Pound Mark *>> Roofing Tiles
Momi & Plywood Chests

Aluminium Lining
Food Grains
Eic: Lic

Always in stock and at most

Competitive Prices

JAFFERJEE BROTHERS

161, PRINCE STREET, PETTAH, COLOMBO
Tele : 3895/4863.

P&O-d B L

REGULAR PASSENGER AND CARGO SERVICES

FROM COLOMBO
TO

INDIA, EAST AND WEST PAKISTAN,
PERSIAN GULF PORTS, MALAYA,
FAR EAST, UNITED KINGDOM,
EUROPE AUSTRALIA

CONNECTIONS VIA BOMBAY TO
EAST AND SOUTH AFRICAN PORTS

TRAVEL AND SHIP BY P & O AND B. I.

AGENTS

® COLOMBO

Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co. of Ceylon Ltd

P.O. Box No. 94, Tel. 2381 (4 lines)

SOLVING CEYLON’S

HOUSING PROBLEM
144,822 Urban and 128,500
Rural Houses Needed

NE of the recommendations

made by the sub-Committee
apppinted by the Ministry of
Local Government, to report on
the steps that should be taken
to increase the output of dwell-
ing houses in Ceylon, was the
erection of low cost houses for
demonstration purposes under the
direction of an Advisory Committee.
This proposal involves the investiga-
tion of inexpensive building mate-
rials and methods of construction
and the erection of prototype houses
for demonstration purposeés on a
block of Crown land in Colombo,
utilizing such of these materials

‘and methods of construction as are

found to be the most suitable and
economical. By this method it
would be possible to evolve suitable
types of low cost houses for adop-
tion of house building schemes re-
sulting in consiQprably reducing the
expgnses of housing. ,

This matter was discussed with
Mr. Ernest Wiessmann, Head of the
Department of Housing and Town
Planning of the U.N.O., who visited
Ceylon in October last and it was
decided that the best results could
be obtained if the proposed investi-
gation and construction of the de-
monstration houses were carried out
with the assistance of a specialist
with wide experience in tropical
housing and in the manufacture of
building marterials from local
sources.

HOUSING NEEDS

From statistics compiled by the
Economic Research Department of
the Central Bank of Ceylon, it is

estimated that to provide a separate *

house for every family in Ceylon on
the basis of 4.84 persons per house,
which is considered to be the ave-
rage sized family in Ceylon, 144.882
new houses will be needed in the
urban areas and 128,500 in the rural
areas allowing for the increase in
population in the next four years.
Of the new houses needed in the
urban areas it is estimated that
85,665 are required for families un-
able to pay a rent of more than
Rs. 20 per month. The number of
new houses needed in the City of
Colombo for families unable to pay
a monthly rent of Rs. 20 is estimated
at 26,000 and thase above the Rs. 20
rent level total 15,600. Besides these
it is estimated that 52,000 houses in
towns and 300,000 in the rural areas
need replacement or improvement.

ONE LAKH:FOR INVESTIGA-
TION EXPENSES

The expenses in connection with
the investigation of inexpensive
building materials and methods of
construction of low cost houses are
estimated at Rs. 100,000. The ex-
penditure will be on testing of walls
of compressed or stabilised earth
sun drieq bricks and improved types
of wattle and doubt, lighter timber
framing for roofs; concrete door
and window frames and new types
ofe windowsashes; purchase or hire
of plant for constructing new types
of walling, payment for skilled and
unskilled labour directly employed
on the experimental works and the
erection of several prototype houses
and the subsistence and travelling
expenses of the specialist sent out
by the U.N.O.

One of the chief causes of the
present high cost of building is that
the demand for building materials
exceeds the supply. Of the local
materials on short supply it is envi-
saged that timber will be the most
difficult to obtain. The potentiali-
ties of raw materials available in
Ceylon for use as building materials
have not yet been fully explored, It
is interesting to note that special
attention will be paid by the pro-
posed Research Institute to be esta-
blished by the Forest Department,
for instance, for research in the
structural.use of timber for house

construction with a view to economy
in the use of timber and in local
soft woods which are now unsuit-
able for buildings.

REPORT BY U.N.O. EXPERT

The following is the report by Mr.
Ernest Weissmanh, Head of the
Department of Housing and Town
Planning of the UN.O.:—

The problem of more intensive use
of local materials for low cost hous~
ing has been discussed with the
Minister of Local Government, the
Minister of Finance, the Govern-
ment Town Planner, the Deputy
Governor of the Central Bank of
Ceylon and the Director of Rural
Development. I have also studied
a report on urban and rural hous-
ing prepared in September, 1952, by
a Special Sub-Committee appointed
by the Minister of Local Govern-
ment. Great emphasis is given in
this report to the need for reducing
the cost of construction. The re-
port was sinCe adopted by an inter-
departmental housing conference
and is at present being considered
by the Cabinet for appropriate
action.

NEED FOR SPECIALIST

As one of the practical ways of
demonstrating the possibilities of
achieving economics with local
materials, the report suggests that
a demonstratioﬁ should be staged by
building several experimental
houses. This method has been
adopted in several cases and it has
proved successful both in highly in-
dustrialized and in the less deve-
loped countries.

In order to draw full benefit from
such an industrialising it is desir-
able that the advisory committee,
establised to direct the project
obtain available information on the
use of local building materials out-
side Ceylon in countries where simi-
lar economic, climatic and local
conditions prevail, As a first step
the U.N. Reference Centre for Hous-
ing and Town and Country Planning
was requested to for the Ministry
of Local Government pertinent in-
formation. I feel that the most
expedient way of dealing with this
problem would be to provide .the
commitee directing the construction
of experimental houses also a spe-
cialist with practical experience in
tropical housing and in the manu-
facture of building materials from
local sources.

WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

I have discussed working arrange-
ments concerning the U.N. officer
with the Government Town Plan-
ner under whose department the
pilot scheme will be carried out. It
is his intention that the U.N. officer
would assist the committee in the
selection of the types of building to
be put up; on appropriate construc-
tion methods; on the choice of
materials to be used; and, finally,
that he would organize and super-
vise the actual construction of ex-
perimental houses through all pha-
ses. He would of course be given
adequate assistance including one
or two officers whom he would
train on the job so that they can
conduct further experimentation
with building material after the
completation of the first pilot pro-
ject.

To ensure the full benefit from
the experimental scheme it would
be desirable to provide two (2) U.N.
fellowships for suitable Ceylonese
officers, selected on advice by the
U.N. specialist, to observe abroad
specific methods of low cost house
construction and the wuse of local
building materials, The U.N. officer
will also help in training artisans
engaged on the construction of the
proposed experimental houses.

In general, I would like to stress
that the need in Ceylon is not for
high level experts in housing, phy-
sical planning or building. Highly
competent officials of the Govern-
ment are doing excellent 'work.

(Continued on page 10)
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Value of

Statistics

in Planning

“SAMPLING is a method of

selecting a few units out of
the population in such a way
that the selected units repre-
sent the whole. A sampling
method, 4if it is to provide a
sample representative of the
population, must be such that,
all characteristics of the population
are reflected in the sample as closely
as the size of the sample permits.
Only then can a sample be used to
obtain reliable inférmation about
the population,” declareq Dr. P. V.
Sukhatme, Chief of the Statistics
Section of F.A.O., Rome, who ex-
plained the topic of his address
“Why Sampling?” at the inaugural
sessions of the Ceylon Statistical
Society which was formally opened
by the Hon. Mr. Dudley Senanayake,
Prime Minister, at King George’s
Hall, Ceylon University, on Wednes-
day last.

“I feel that there exists in the
Department of Census and Statistics
an excellent organisation on which
can be built up the foundation of a
future sampling organization for
the country. Your Society has also
a valuable role to play both in popu-
larising among the people, the role
of sampling as a scientific method of
data collection and also in pressing
upon Government the urgent need
for strengthening its sampling orga-
nisation. I most sincerely hope
that Ceylon will soon have a sound
system of collecting statistics next
to none in this region,” he added.

“Periodical census,” he said, “is
about all that one can hope to orga-
nise successfully and is usually suffi-
cient for the purpose of administra-
tion. Except in cases where a
detailed and accurate frame is avail-
able, where statistics are collected in
the course of normal administration
by means of objective methods of
enumeration, where completeness is
assured, such as, for examole, is the
case with rubber and tea statistics ih
Ceylon, it seems that the amount of
effort and expenditure involved in
an annual census is better utilized
in setting up a strong sampling
organisation in the country.”

Extensive work carried out in
differént countries during the last
decade, he said, had shown that
samples can be designed“to provide
adequate and reliable statistics for a
country with only a fraction of the
total amount of effort and expendi-
ture required for enumerating the
complete population. By way of one
example he referred to theé sample
survey of paddy conducted in the
Maha season, 1951-52, the average
yield per acre based on 1,820 experi-
ments distributed in 617 villages was
estimated at 30.8 bushels with™ a
sampling error of 0.41 bushels or
1.34 per cent. The total area har-
vested was 23 acres only which is of
the order of 40 parts in a million.

If the present system of collecting
statistics of area and yield of paddy
by annual census in Ceylon does not
give sufficiently reliable statistics, it
must be asserted to the very large
magnitude of non-sampling errors.
Herein lies the advantage of the
‘sampling survey for estimation of
average yields of crops by means of
objective methods of enumeration
 like crop-cutting experiments in
the fields included in the sample.
Here precisely lies the merit of the
area survey for determining the
acreage under paddy using more
refined methods of measuring area
in the parcels by statistical investi-
gations than those used by Village
Headmen,

PREMIER’S INAUGURAL

ADDRESS
In declaring the sessions open,
lighting a brass lamp on the dais,

he said that the role of the statisti-
cian was to provide valuable infor-
mation to enable a modern Govern-
ment to practice efficiently and does
not require much elaboration. In
the colonial regime statistics were
largely the by-product of depart-
mental activities. The scheme of
governmental statistics which they
had in Ceylon today compared vgry
favourably with those available

generally in the rest of the world,
considering the short space of time
which they had had to reorganise
the national statistical set up.

“Everybody knows the common jibe
at statistics embodied in the sayir g
that there are three kinds of lies.
Namely, lies, damned lies and statis-
ties. This taunt harks back to the
days when statistics was an obstruse
science which few people under-
stood. People nowadays who have
a correct appreciation of statistical
methods, do not question the valid-
ity of statistical data,” said the
Prime Minister who continuing ,said:
“The ancient jibe, however, has
taken a new twist. - Statistics, it
has been said, do not, lie: but sta-
tisticians frequently do. In spite of
the unjustified aspersion on the
trained statisticians this saying has
an element of truth, The most
perilous field into which the statis-
tician can venture is that of the
interpretation of statistical data.”

“In interpreting of statistics it is
often true that each man interprets
the significance of a particular set
of statistical data according to the
colour of his fancy, or the tenet of
his political creed, The statistician
who knows his job is very cautioys
in his interpretations and always
stresses the fact that his conclu-
sions and estimates, however care-
fully drawn o computed, can never
acquire cast iron certainty, declared

the Premier. -

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

Mr. A. G. Ranasinha, addressing
the society said: “It seems to me a
good augury that we should«found
this Society at a time when national
planning is about to begin in Cey-
lon. Our first and most urgent
problem has been declared to be our
increasing population and how we
are to find food for the mouths that
need it. We cannot rest satisfied
with the thought that international
and worldwide trade can bring us
the most perishable foodstuffs in
good condition from other parts of

* the world to this country.”

He added that whether the in-
crease in population was imaginary
Or due to a temporary phenomenan
of prolificity in recent years among
women of child bearing age.

ESSENTIAL DATA

All the following matters, he said,
are essential for us to wunderstand
and on them the statistician would
be able to advise us:

Whether the night mare of in-
creased population is imaginary or
not;

. | Whether families are tending to
get larger or smaller;

Whether the area under food
crops is adequate or needs to be
extended; .

Whether larger amount of food
could be obtained from the sea
that surround us than we can get
from the cultivable land.

“I am inclined to lose patience
with those who demand that statis-
tics should predict with certainty
what the future should bring forth.
The most we can do is to arrive gt
conclusions which must necessarily
be hedged round with some reser-
vation.

No doubt statistical methods, he
sald, if properly applied, may point
to trends which are of use as finger
posts. “But no statistician wofth
his name will claim to be a prophet
or seek to wear a halo. He will not
aspire to point a way to salvation.”

STATISTICS AND PLANNING

Moving the vote of thanks to the
speakers at the inaugural meeting of
the Ceylon Statistical Society, Mr. K.
Williams, Director of Census and
Statistics, said that ‘the Society
would not only treat with original
work in the subject but also endea-
vour to raise the status of statisti-
cians in Ceylon by granting diplo-
mas to those who had acquired
knowledge of statistical methods to
a satisfactory standard.

After reviewing the history of
statistical collection in Ceylon, he
pointed out that statistics had their
vital uses today.

(Continued on page 10)
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“HIS MASTER'S VOICE’

Model 5112 for AC. Mains

This H.M.V. Receiver is a typical example of the dignity—reliability and quality
inbuilt in all H.M.V. Models.
A powerful 6 valve-Receiver utilising multipurpose all glass valves.

@ Handsome Walnut Cabinet of dignified and tasteful design which will
fit into any furnishing scheme. .
Special Easy vision'tuning dial incorporating nearly 4 feet of edge it glass
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Large 103" Elliptical Speaker
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and to listen to the perfect reproduction with pleasure. Rs. 540/- nett.

OR ON EASY PAYMENT TERMS,
PARTICULARS ON REQUEST.

Compare this Receiver with any other make.
THEN

Be Wise Buy H.

SPECIAL NOTE
An AC/DC version of the. model 5112 is
available at Rs. 540/- nett.
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GARGILLS

(CEYLON) LIMITED.
Colombo, Kandy & Nuwara Eliya

Agents :

M Ts Stk of O-slity

Now all together,

lowder, stronger...

Mazda lamps
stay brighter

Sole Agents:

WALKER SONS & (0., LTD.

CEYLON’S

STERLING

‘ASSETS

Departure from Earlier Policy

\THE Finance Minister, Mr. J.
R. Jayewardene, made the
following statement in Parlia-
ment under Treaty Series No.
13 of 1952 on the subject of
Ceylon’s Sterling assets:

During the discussions I had in
London in February last year with
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, a
new understanding modifying the
Sterling Release Agreement of Feb-
ruary, 1951, was reached. This has
since been embodied in  Treaty
Series No. 13 of 1952 being an ex-
change of letters between the Gov-
ernment of Ceylon and the Govern-
ment of the United Kingdom.

The Sterling Release Agreement
of February, 1951, it will be recalled,
provided that during a seven-year
period beginning July 1, 1950, a total
of £21 million could be transferred
from No. 2 (blocked) to the No. 1
(free) Account of the Central Bank
of Ceylon, provided that transfers
which would take place when the
balance in No. 1 Account fell below
£12 million, should normally be
lifnited in any one year to £3 mil-
lion. On July 15 1950, Ceylon’s No.
2 Account stood at £30.4 million.
Assifming that the ma%imum release
of £21 million during these seven
years was drawn upon by transfer
to Wo. 1 Account, there would still
remain at the end of this period a
residual balance of £9.4 million in
No. 2 Account for whose release no
provisien was made.

The new agreement that has been
concluded provides for the imme-
diate transfer of this residual sum
of £9.4 million from the No. 2 Ac-
count to the No. 1 Account of the
Central Bank of Ceylon. This sum
forms a part of the “hard core” of
Ceylon’s currency reserve, which by
definition is normally not spendable,
and hence provision has been made
in the new agreement for prior con-
sultation with the UK. Government
before any drawiggs are made upon
it. The new agreement also brings
the arrangements for release of Cey-
lon’s sterling balances broadly in
line with similar arrangementsgon-
cluded by the UXK. Governmeng
with the Governments of Pakistan
and India.

As a consequence of the transfer
of £9.4 million to No, 1 Account, a
consequential amendment to the
February, 1951, Agreement has been
made whereby the limit of £12 mil-
lion referred to earlier has been
raised to £21.4 million, below which
the balance in No. 1 Account should
fall to qualify for the normal release
of £3 million. ]

This new Agreement, in effect,
provides for the liquidation within a
determinate period of Ceylon’s No. 2
Account. It also denotes an impor-
tant and welcome departure from
the earlier policy adopted by the
U.K. Government of continuing to
hold in blocked account, as a per-
manent feature, sterling balances
accumulated during the war, which
were in excess of the amounts re-
quired to finance current needs.

DEV ANAND-2

By Ayesha
WHO is the “Valentino” of
the Hindi screen? Dev

Anand would be the popular
answer.

Dev, a handsome and happy-go-
lucky guy was born on September 26,
1928, in Gurdaspur, in East Punjab.
Dev was highly educated. After
matriculating, he passed his F.A.
examination and in 1942 graduated
in Arts. The choice of his career
was a problem for his father, who
is at present a practising lawyer.
Had Dev followed his father’s foot-
steps he would have missed an
Asian “Valentino” on the sereen.

Dev’s first® idea was to join
Navy but he failed.

the
Then he be-

came a clerk for two months before-

he came to Bombay. He was then
a handsome lad of 20. He was so
impressed with the studios and the
screen stars that he decided to be-

come an actor, Director Shahid
Latif introduced him to the film
world as a hero displacing Ashok

Kumar of his chance, This all hap-
pened at Bombay Talkies. Dev ad-
mits that he loves any role, except
for mythological and historical cha-~
racters. Hig favourites are what

he calls “dramatic roles in realistic
films.”

Chetan Anand, his brother, is a

Weerackeon

film director, and Dev hopes to
direct a film some day. He does not
believe in marriage. Yet very

* rémantic, he had been in love with
the beautiful singing star Suraiya,

but later his affections have been
transferred to Madhubala with
whom he acted in “Aaram.” The

youngest of the screen heroes, Dev
makes all young girls fall in love
with him. Dev loves to live alone,
he has two houses, six film contracts
and three ¢ars and added to that
a legion of friends. He wants to
do his own cooking and entertain
his friends and has been taking
cookery lessons from an instructress.
What she has to say about his les-
sons is that Dev cannot take a pan
off the fire without burning his
fingers or upsetting the food.

Dev’s first picture “Hum Ex Hain"
was a flop but he made his name in
“Age Badho,” Hum Bee Insan Hain”
and “Ziddi.” Followed by “Apsar,”
“Baazi” and “Aandhiyan.” His latest
is “Rahi” which is to be produced in
English as well. the heroine being
the beautiful Nalini Jaywant. He
has just returned from Venice after
the Film Festival where his film
was shown. The question that has
arisen among everyone is “Who is
Dev’s favourite girl?” She may be
Suraiya or Madhubala or somebody
in Ceylon.

Value of Statistics
in Planning

(Continued from page 9)

“In the immediate future,” he
said, “the Government proposes to
formulate a Six-Year Plan for the
economic development of the coun-
try. It would be trite for me to
say how Important a part statistics
will play both in the formulation of
the Plan and the assessment of its
progress.”

Whilst the Government were not
planning in a complete vacuum of
statistics, Mr. Willlams sald the
planners will need still more de-
tailed and more accurate figures, “In
this matter it is hoped that the
Society will play an important part
in reflecting the views and the
advice of both Government and the
enlightened publie.”

.

Solving Ceylon’s
Housing Problem
(Continued from page 8)

There is rather a need for a practi-
tioner capable of adopting economi=
cal methods of construction, un-
known in Ceylon but successfully
used elsewhere; secondly, to advice
on the best utilization of local re-
sources for the production of build-
ing materials; and thereby, to for-
mulate for consideration of the com-
petent departments concrete propo-
sals for the development of a build-
ing materials industry on a small
and on large scale as appro-
priate, in selecting the U.N. special-
is§ in building materials, these re-
quirements should be kept in mind,
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Mr. ATTLEE'S ASIAN

VISIT

By Guy Wint

EOPLE in Britain are much
interested in the confer-
ence of Asian Sociglist parties
to be held at Rangoon in Janu-
ary. This interest is shown in
a striking way by the decision
of Mr. Attlee to attend it. Mr.
Attlee is a happy choice as a
delegate from the West to the East.
His personality is well understood in
Asia, especially in India. He sums
up much of what is best in modern
Erfglish life. Born in the prosperous
middle class he began his career as
a social worker in the slumgs of East
London. He continued his career
as a House of Commons man, a
democrat and a  parliamentarian.
When he became Prime Minister he
was able to translate into reality by
consfitutional and peaceful means
the ideals of social justice which he
had formed while doing social work
in the slums,

But Mr. Attlee’s visit is more than
that of a well-known personality.
He is the Leader of the Opposition
in Britain. The Leader of the
Opposition in Britain is an Officer
of the State. In Brtish politics,
dominated by the two-party system
and governed by a spirit of compro-
mise between the parties, the Oppo-
sition maintains its “shadow” cabi-
net which takes over office if the
public at a general election ex-
pressed the wish that that should
happen. That is the British Con-
stitution as it works today.

Thus Mr. Attlee is not simply a
distinguished statesman who has
had his day as Prime Minister and
is now out.
important post in public life which
in the long view is perhaps only
second in importance to that of the
Prime Minister to which (as things
now stand) he would revert if a
general election voted the Socialists
back.

CONTACTS WITH ASIAN
AFFAIRS

A period in opposition enables Bri~
tish statesmen to get away from
day to day responsibilities in Lon-
don. It is a good thing that Mr.
Attlee is using his freedom to renew
his contacts with Asia. It is worth
while remembering that he has had
closer connections with Eastern
affairs than any previous British
Prime Minister. (It would be neces-
sary to go back to the Duke of
Wellington to find any Prime Minis-
ter with comparable first-hand ac-
gquaintance with India; and Mr.
Attlee and the Duke are voles apart

He still holds a vitally ,

in ideas as well as a century apart
in time).

Mr. Attlee was a member of the
Simon Commission in 1927 which
began the sequence of events that
by way of the Round Table confer-
ence and the Government of India
Act of 1935, led eventually to Indian
independence, and he was of course
leader of the Labour Government
in office when independence was
brought about.

What help can Mr. Attlee give
the Rangoon conference? As Labour
Prime Minister of Britain for six
years he has obviously a wealth
of experience to be drawn on. How
can a Socialist programme be car-
ried through while keeping intact
what is good in parliamentary sys-
tem inherited from an earlier
period? Mr, Attlee has shown him-
self a master of that subject. How
are oldtime socialist doctrines to be
brought up to date in a world which
has changed completely since they
were formulated, ahd changed in a
way which wa® not forseen? That
is one of the chief interests of the
British Labour Party today and Mr.
Attlee will perhaps have a good deal
to say about it. Some of the Asian
leaders may also probe into his
secret of how to hold together so
successfully the intellectuals of a
party and the trade unionists and
the workers.

A VISIT TO LEARN

But Mr. Attlee will have come to
Asia primarily to learn and consult,
not to offer opinion. He will not on-.
ly be attending the Rangoon con-
ference. He is to visit India and
Pakistan on the invitation of their
Prime Ministers. Discussions will,
of course, be completely informal
and no agenda will be published.
But everybody can guess the ques-
tions with which he and his hosts
will be busy. They concern us all.
What is to be the next stage in
Korea? Is there any prospect of an
accommodation with China? What
are the positive and constructive
counter-measures against Commun-
ism? What progress is being made
with the Colombo Plan and what are
the quickest ways of raising the
dreadfully low standard of llvmg in
South Asia?

Mr. Attlee will do no more than
exchange ideas. He does not repre-
sent the British Government. But
in the present circumstances in Bri-
tain all the main principlgs of ex-
ternal policy are really thrashed out
jointly by the Government and the
Opposition. Thus in the coming
months it may prove of great im-
portance that the Leader of the
Opposition will have seen with his
own eyes so much of the area which
is likely to be crucial in the deci-
sions which must be taken.—(UKIS).

Detective Story

ON a. trip to Richmond, Va.

last spring, Edmund R.
Dewing, the district attorney
of Norfolk County, Mass, heard
about Lady Wonder, the “Talk-
ing Horse.” He drove out to
Lady Wonder’s stable, paid her
mistress one dollar (for three
questions) and was escorted
into the Presence.

Lady Wonder, a 27-year-old mare,
can’t talk a word. By pushing rub-
ber disks with her nose, however, she
can make letters pop into view on

a special alphabetical board. Dew-
ing asked her to tell him his father-

-in-law‘s first name. She tapped
out: M-A-R-I-O-N, the correct
answer. Dewing was happily
astounded. But it wasn’t until he

got home that he realized he Had
overlooked a great opportunity.

He commissioned a Rigchmond-
bound friend to ask Lady Wonéer
where he could find the body of
Dunny Matson, a 4-year-old boy
from Quincy, Mass.,, who had been
missing for two years. The mare
tapped out: Pittsfield water wheel.
Dewing sent a detective to Pittsfield,
Mass. The investigator found two
water wheels but no body.

Then Quincy’s Acting Police Chief
William Ferrazzi got into the act.
One night as he was lying in bed he
decided that Lady Wonder had just
gotten her words a little garbled in
transmission. She had really meant
Field and Wilde’s water pit, an
abandoned local quarry. It all came
to him, said Ferrazzi later, “just like
a boot in the rear end.” He hurried
to tell Dewing.

So last week the
drained and the boy’s
found.

quarry — was
body was

(Time),
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The finest beer
for a noble

T

hirst . ..

Be INDEPENDENT . . .

Own your own business sawing wood the

WITTE WAY.

THE

WITTE LOG AND TREE SAW

Felling timber with this sturdy 3 H.P. machine is
the modern, economical way. Easily moved and
operated the whole outfit is contained in one
compact unit. It consists of a 5 foot cross-cut
saw and a belt driven 24 inch circular saw.
Burns |} gallons of fuel per 10 hours.

DELIVERY FROM STOCK.

UNITED TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT LID.

457, Union Place,

Colombo 2.
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HEATH & Co.

PO Box 71

Colombo.

Cables:—“ QUALITY,” COLOMBO. Telephone:—2218

HENDERSON & CO., LTD.

POST BOX 72
COLOMBO, CEYLON.

EXPORTERS:—
TEA, RUBBER, COCOA BEANS, CINNAMON,
CARDAMOMS, AND OTHER CEYLON PRODUCE
AGENTS FOR:—
TEA AND RUBBER ESTATES

INSURANCE AGENTS FOR:—
QUEENSLAND INSURANCE CO., LTD.

THE UNION MARINE AND GENERAL INSURANCE CO: LT
THE STATE ASSURANCE COL LTD:

PHOENIX ASSURANCE CO.,- LTD.
WESTERN ASSURANCE CO., LTD.
ATLANTIC MUTUAL INSURA.NCE CO., INC. (Settling Agents)
LONDON GUARANTEE AND ACCIDENT CO.,  LID.

(Accident)

Office, Stores & Packeting Factory :
LAURISTON STORES,

London Agents :

J. A. HENDERSON & CO., LTD.
T GORDON. ROAD, _ OCEAN HOUSE
SLAVE ISLAND, 24—25, GREAT TOWER STREET,
COLOMBO.

LONDON, E.C.2.
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Colombo, for and on behalf of Mr. Robert Weerasinghe of the United National Party.
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