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Sir Oliver will Fly to Pakistan

and Egypt Next
FOOD FOR THE PEOPLE HIS MISSION

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke
He has to find the food

SIR OLIVER GOONETIL-

LEKE, Food Minister, is due
to visit Pakistan and Egypt on
his return after his recent trip
to the United Kingdom and the
United States. The Food Mis-
sion in connection with which

he flew to Great Britain and

Americg will be the subject of
a personal report to the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet on his
return. Thereafter he is due to fly
to Karachi for talks with the
Pakistan Government on the sub-
ject of special arrangements to be
made for the import of food from
that country.

Egypt has for long been a big
rice supplier to Ceylon. Sir Oliver
hopes to make certain of continued
supplies at a guaranteed maximum
price. Sir Oliver will next visit
Egypt for talks with the Egyptian
Government. This latter mission
which is part of the schedule agreed
to before his departure to Europe
may have to be postponed until poli-
tical conditions in Egypt return to
normal.

Government’s greatest problem is
the guaranteed rationed rice scheme
which was brought into operation
during the war. Conditions in
rice-producing countries are con-
tinually changing and in countries
like Burma and Siam where rice ex-
ports form the backbone of their
national economy, the natural ten-
dency is to make continuous effort

National

Planning

Commission Suggested

“WYYHAT we need is a National

Planning Commission and
this Commission must be res-
ponsible to the Hon. Prime
Minister,” declared Mr. M. D.
H. Jayawardene, Member for
Horana, in the coursg of the debate
on the Appropriation Bill. “If not
what will happen is what is happen-
ing to the Rural Development De-
partment. I do not wish to criticize
this department, but this is what
Dr. Jennings says about it in his
“Economy of Ceylon”:

“Under the new Constitution a
new department‘of Rural Recon-
struction has been established in the
Ministry of Home Affairs but its
record has not been impressive be-
cause other Ministries are jealous of
it. Everybody wants to help + the
villager because he has a vote; but
nobody wants anybody else to help
him because he has a vote and the
notion of party government is not
yet fully established.”

“Those words are true although T
say so as a Government back-
bencher. That is what will happen
if the National Planning Commis-
sion which I propose is not placed
directly under the control of the
Prime Minister and made respon-
sible to him. We must have a
definite programme drawn up. The
Commission must be asked to spe-
cify in detail what we have to do
each year and at least Rs. 100 mil-
lion must be allocated each year for

the development of our resources.
This is a task that will undoubtedly

require great efforts and our res-
ponsibility to the nation demands
that these efforts must be put

forth.

“Another economic principle that
we must remember, in regard to
international trade, namely that if
you cannot produce o anything
cheaper than other countries, it is
far better to import it, Today I
find that it is possible for us . to
be self-sufficient in sugar in a mat-
ter of four years’ time. Today we
are spending Rs. 10§ million on our
sugar imports. We have our tea
and if we can produce ouf sugar we
can at least save our people from
starvation for some time.”

Mr. Jayawardene next reférred to
a report issued by a Committee of
Ceylonese under the Chairmanship
of the late Mr. C. L. Wickremasinghe
which investigated the prospects of
sugar production in Ceylon, Accord-
ing to that report only 4,000 acres
under sugarcane would be neces-
sary to be self-sufficient in the mat-
ter of unrefined sugar. To obtain
our requirements of refined . sugar,
100,000 acres under sugarcane
would be required. The cost  of
cultivation is estimated at Rs. 110
an acre. This wag made some
years back in 194J. To arrive at
the present cost the figure must be
multinlied five times. He compares
that figure with the amount spent

(Continued on page 3)

to raise the export prices. Although
in our own national interests we
ourselves agree to buy in the cheap-
est market those countries as keen
to get high price for their exports
as we are to get a high price on
our exports of tea, rubber and coco-
nut.

It is against this hackground that
we have to judge the proble of
the Food Minister and the Fin: ce”
Minister who has to find the money’
with which to pay and for the in-
creasing bill on food subsidies. Per-
haps the greatest single act of the
Government which brings it most
support and goodwill is the rice
supply scheme which has ensured to
every man, woman and child in this
couptry a  guaranteed minimum
ration at 25 cents a measure what-
ever changes there may be in the
fluctuating markets of the world.

Mr. J. R Jayewardene

* He has tosfind the money
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The same criteria can be applied
to the Soviet Union. Inthis case,
however, the issue is obscured by
the terminology used by the Soviet
rulers and the Soviet Press.

They present the Soviet Army‘as
the champion, not of one nation
against other nations, but of the
oppressed people of the whole world
against their oppressors, and a pos-
sible Soviet aggression, not as a
war of one State against another
State, but as an international civil
swar.

What- matters, however, is
whether any State is likely to
launch a war against another State.
The passages quoted in the follow-
ing sections show that the Soviet
Union is interested in aggressive
wars and that, in spite of the
“internationalism” with which it
distinguishes its ‘aims, these aims
amount to armed intervention or
conquest.

The cause of the revolution ecan,
in fact, be identified with the cause
of the U.S.S.R., and the “revolution-
ary wars” and “wars of liberation”
would consist in attacks by the
Soviet State on other States.

(a) THE SOVIET UNION AS THE
HOMELAND OF COMMUNISM

To Communists in all countries,
the Soviet Union is as much a home-
land as the country of citizenship is
to its other citizens: the progress of
Communism is inseparable from the
advantage of the Soviet State.

“Under present conditions one
cannot call oneself a Marxist unless
one openly and devotedly supports
the first proletarian dictatorship in
the world, unless one wages a revo-
lutionary struggle against one’s own
bourgeoisie, unless one creates the
conditions for the victory of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat in one’s
own country.” 2

(Stalin: “The  International
Character of the‘October Re-
volution,”  1927: Collected
Works, Vol. 10, Moscow, 1949).

“The tasks of the Communist
Partiesiss to support Soviet Power
and foil the interventionist machi-
nations of the imperialists against
the Soviet Union since the = Soviet
Union is the mainstay of the revo-
lutionary movement in all countries
and since the maintenance of and
strengthening of the U.S.S.R. means
the speediest victory of the working
class over the bourgeoisie.”

(Stalin: “International situation
and problems,” Pravda, No. 66
(22nd March, 1925); Collected
Works, Vol. 10, Moscow, 1949).

“At present the only determining
criterion of revolutionary proleta-
rlan internationalism is: are you for
or against the U.S.S.R., the Mother-
land of the world proletariat? An
internationalist is not one who
verbally recognises international
solidarity or sympathises with it.

“A real intern®tionalist is one who
brings hisesympathy and recogni-
tion up to the point of practical and
maximum help to the U.S.S.R. in
support and defence of the U.S.S.R.
by evely means and in every pos-
sible form...... The defence of the
US.S.R. as of the socialist Mother-
land of the world proletariat, is the
holy duty of every honest man
everywhere and not only of the citi-
zens of the US.S.R.”

(P. Vyshinsky: “Communism
and the Motherland” from
Voprosy Filosofii (Questions of
Philosophy, No. 2, 1948).)

“A revolutionary Is he who with-
out arguments, unconditionally,
openly and honestly without secret
military consultagions is ready to
protect and defend the TU.SS.R.
since the U.S.S.R. is the first prole-
tarian revolutionary State in the

world, that is building Socialism. An

The Soviet Attitude—
Is It Aggressive?

WHEN judging whether a State is aggressive, it is neces-

sary to consider whether it ¢
forces, whether official statements and the statements of its
Press are such as to encourage a warlike spirit and whether
the same sources indicate that
or another, in making *war on

maintains large armed

Lmaita . & ol

it is interested, for one reason
any other State.

internationalist is he who un-
reservedly, without hesitation, with-
out conditions, is ready to defend
the U.S.S.R. because the U.S.S.R. is
the base of the world revolutionary
movement, and to defend, to ad-
vance this revolutionary movement
is impossible without defending the
U.SS.R. Since he who thinks to
defend the world revolutionary
movement apart from and against
the U.S.S.R. is going against the
revolution and is necessarily slip-
ping down into the camp of the
enemles of the revolution.”

(Stalin: Collected Works. Mos-
cow, 1949, Vol. 10, p. 51).

“The genuine internationalist, the
genulne Communist, is he who
combines love for his people, for his
working class, with love for _the
Soviet Union, who is wholly devoted
to the Soviet Union—the homeland
of Socialism, the country of victori-
ous Soclalism, the country which is
now building Communism—he who
is irreconcilable towards any devia-
tion from the position of inter-
nationalism, who is imbued with
boundless love for, and fidelity to,
the leader and teachen of working
mankind, Comrade Stalin. He who
thinks of defending the world revo-
lutionary movement without and
agalnst the U.S.S.R. goes against the
revolution and is bound to slide
down into the camp of the enemies
of revolution, said Stalin.”

(For a Lasting Peace. for a
People’s Democracy (Journal
of the Cominform), 2nd Feb-
ruary, 1950).

(b) THE MEANING OF “REVO-
LUTIONARY WARS”

The Soviet Army, according to the
tenets of Communism, is the “army
of the world revolution,” and the
world revolution is to be promoted
by. and based on, the Soviet Union.
Armed intervention in other coun-
tries is thus an essential part of the
role of the Soviet Army; and, what-
ever the pretexts on which inter-
vention is based, it will 1n fact
result in an extension of the power
of the Soviet Union.

“If war is waged by the exploiting
class with the object of strengthen-
ing its class rule, such a war is
criminal war and ‘defensism’ in such
a war is a base betrayal of Social-
ism. If war is waged by the pro-
letariat after it has conquered the
bourgeoisie in its own country and
is waged with the object of
§trengthening and extending Soclal-
xtslm1 such a war is legitimate and
“holy”.”

(Lenin: Left Wing Childishness
ang Petit Bourgeois Mentality,
V;ol.)22. p. 510, Russian Edi-
tion). 5

“The victory of Socialism in one
country is not a self-sufficient task.
The revolution which has been vic-
torious in one country must regard
itself not as a self-sufficient entity,
but as an aid, a means for hasten-
ing the victory of the proletariat in
all countries. For the victory of the
revolution in one country, = in the
present case Russia is not only the
product of the uneven development
and progressive decay of imperial-
Ism: it Is at the same time the be-
ginning: of and the groundwork for
the world revolution.”

(Stalin: Problems of Leninism,
p.-113.  Foreign Languages
Publishing House, Moscow,
1941).

“In what 'should this assistance be
expressed?

“It should be expressed, first, in
the victorious country achieving the
‘utmost possible in one country for
the development, support and awa-
kening of the revolution in all coun-
tries” (Lenin: Selected Works, Vol.
VII, p. 182),

(To be continued),
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SETTLEMENT OF THE

INDIAN QUESTION

PURING the Budget debate

the Hon. Mr. S. Natesan,
Minister of Posts and Informa-
tion, referring to the settle-
ment of the Indian question,
said that he had assured his
constituents that the Indian ques-
tion would be settled satisfactorily
as he had faith in the sense of fair-
play and justice shown by the Prime
Minister. “I am now happy to see
that my anticipations have been
largely fulfilled in this regard. The
Prime Minister had made it easy for
the Indians who have applied for
registration as citizens of Ceylon, to
adduce evidence in order to estab-
lish their claims,” declared Mr.
Natesan, who continuing, said:

ATMOSPHERE OF GOODWILL

“There was the point made that
some of those who had been minors
at the time the applications were
made, had become majors and ‘that
their applications would not be
looked into on account of some tech-

nical difficulty. The Prime Minis- .

ter has given us the assurance that
such technical difficulties would not
arise in the proper investigation of
the applications. As regards _the
difficulties in submitting document-
ary proof about the period of their
residence in Ceylon, the Prime
Minister is now prepared to say that
in addition to documentary proof
even oral evidence could be led, the
only condition being that satisfac-
tory evidence, whether it be docu-
mentary or oral, should be adduced
in order to establish their claims for
citizenship. This creates -an atmo-
sphere of goodwill in regard to the
satisfactory solution of this matter.
An important journal published in

Madras, the “Hindu,” has already
congratulated the Prime Minister on
the breadth of vision he has shown
in tackling some of these difficulties.

ADVICE TO EXERCISE
PATIENCE

With regard to the contention ot
the Ceylon Indian Congress that the
whole® question should be reviewed.
Mr. Natesan explained the attitude
of the Ceylon Government which is
that certain legislation has already
been drawn up as a result of regis-
trations with the Indian Govern-
ment and that applications now
made are in pursuance of that legis-
lation. They had to wait and see
to what extent administrative diffi-
culties arise in the satisfactory in-
vestigation of the applications, He
would counsel Indian leaders to
exercise patience in the matter. Tt
‘Was not wise leadership to go on
simply nursing grievances. The boy-
cott of registration under the Indiaf
and Pakistani Residents (Citizen-
ship) Act has already caused much
delay on the submission of the appli-
cations. That was also the result
of thelr exaggerating and nursing
grievances. “So long ag it is the
intention of the Government to
carry out faithfully the principles
involved in that legislation and so
long as it is done in the proper spi-
rit, I think that the Indian appli-
cants would do well to wait with
patience for some time and see how
the promise about dealing with the
matter expeditiously is carried out
by the authorities. It is my duty to
advise them whether the Indian
workers who are now being led or
misled by the Ceylon Indian Con-
gress accept such advice or not. As
an Indian who came and settled
down in this country it is my duty
to offer that advice.” OMEGA

" M.P. Wants
Economic -

“I THINK it would be -a good

thing if we are given a brief
survey of the economic condi-
tions, both internal and exter-
nal, affecting Ceylon. before we
are called upon to consider the
Budget.- Perhaps it would help us
considerably if the Government were
to appoint an independent Econo-
mic Commission which will give us

laymen, an idea as to the impact of
the new estimates of revenue and
expenditure -on the internal and
external economy of our country,”
declared the Member for Vaddukod-
dai in making his observations on
the Budget. It was necessary to.
have such a Commission indepen-
dent of Government on the lines of
the Civil Service Commission, to give
advice at the time of the presenta-
tion of the Budget, how Ceylon is
affected by international economy.
An impartial Ecgnomic Commission
sitting permanently to examine all
matters and report to Parliament so
that a decision miay be reached on
the question of priority in the
various development schemes at pre-
sent in hand and any in contem-
plation. Such a body could take
the necessary action irrespective of
parties and irrespective of any kind
of prejudice.

CARE IN SELECTION OF EXPERTS
For the Economic Commission he

proposed, he was of opinion that-

they should have somebody from
abroad as the Commissioner. The
Governor of the Central Bank is
from America. It would be advis-
able if some gentlemen from Ceylon
are also associated with him so that
in course of time the Ceylonese
would know what to do. At present
they were importing far too many
experts from abroad. Technically
they may be experts but if an expert
is not able to understand local social
conditions, if he is not able to iden-
tify himself with our people and
understand and appreciate our cul-
ture, then his advice will not be of
as much value to us as the advice
of one of our local experts. Experts
from outside may advise on various
subjects but the soundness of such

A Permanent
Commission

advice cannot be judged by us. If
an expert were imported from Ger-
many he would advise us to get
things from Germany, and if we get
an expert from America he would
advise us to adopt American eco-
nomy and buy goods from America.
Therefore, whatever their advice
may be, we are in such a position
that we have' to submit, but we
must as early as possible, try to act
independently. We must therefore
be very careful in getting down ex-
perts. He was reminded by the
quarrels that two experts had in
the recent past; an I.L.O. expert who
came to report on some industry
and whose advice was not accept-
able to another expert. Rather con-
trary statements were made by
those experts. CANTOR.

NATIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION
SUGGESTED
(Contihued from page 1)

on paddy cultivation. Taking 23
bushels as the average yield per
acre of paddy the income is Rs. 207
from an acre, whereas from an acre
of sugarcane the income comes to
Rs. 960. Therefore ,self-sufficiency
in sugar he considers is a matter of
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GREATEST DANCER IN

CEYLON—Chitrasena

By Siri Sarath Kumar

Chitrasena

CIVILIZED man wants to ex-

press great ideas. The means
of expression vary. Some ex-
press them in words—they
write novels and poems—
others paint. Still others sing
and compose music and let the
melody give meaning to their
thoughts. And some dance. Among
these the foremost in Ceylon is
Chitrasena,

To watch him dance is to know
that there is poetry in the beautiful
movement of a beautiful body. There
is a great art in the language of the
dance. Behind Chitrasena’s beauti-
ful dancing there are many years of
patient study bringing into perfec-
tion the natural skill with which he
was born.

He was born in 1921 in the his-
toric city of Kelaniya. His father
was the famous Actor-Producer, the
late Mr. Seebert Dias. His uncle,
Sir Baron Jayatilaka, was an im-
portant influence in  Chitrasena’s
early life. J

As in the lines of many of those
who are contributing to cultural
movement in Ceylon, the famous
Tagore Ballet at the Regal Theatre
in Ceylon was a turning point in the
life of Chitrasena. As a boy he
was thrilled by the new message of
music and dancing that Tagore
brought to Ceylon in 1934. -Chitra-
sena decided to become a dancer.

Chitrasena then began to study
Kandyan dancing in which he is
today the best performer in Ceylon.
His teacher was the famous Kiri
Ganithaya of Algama,

“Chitrasen, the young dancer,
gsave proof of his skill, His Kandyan
dancing was a work of art, and
those who saw his lissom body and
clever interpretation of the Kadyan
dance art would have been con-
sinced of the posstilities of success
before him,”, wrote A. de A, in a
review in the “Daily News.”

Chitrasena then went to India to
study under the famous Gopinath,
the dancér to the Royal Court of
Travancore. At about the same
time our greatest woman dancer,
Chandra Lekha, was a pupil under
the same teacher. Together, the
two Ceylonese pupils performed be-
fore the Maharajah of Travancore
at Trivandrum, Chitrasena was
featured in Kandyan, Ves and Pan-

and Vajira

theru dances, and with Chandra
Lekha in a “Radha and Krishna”
ballet.

In 1944 Chitrasena returned to

Ceylon and with Chandra Lekha
delighted Ceylon audiences with his
dancing.
his reputation grew and gradually
there came a wider and wider ap-
preciation of Oriental dancing. The
work of the pioneers like Chandra
Lekha was being rewarded.
_ Those who remember Manu Thac-
ker, the young Indian, who, while a
student at Ananda College, danced
with Chandra Lekha, will be grate-
ful to him too, for he was among
those who preceded Chitrasena in
bringing the Oriental Dance Art
before the public of Ceylon.

Not content with his studies under
Gopinath and his successors in
Ceylon, Chitrasena left for India
again, this time to study under the
-world-famous Uday Shankar who
had 'by now established a Culture
Centre at Almora. Hig experimental
stage had come to its peak with the
wonderful ballet “Vidura,” a dance
drama based on the Vidura Jata-
kaya.

On this trip to India Chitrasena
was no longer a humble student. He
was invited to dance at the All-India
Dance Festival at Almora in New
Delhi.  Among the other dancers
were the famous Ram Gopal. Chit-
rasena danced a solo based on
Kandyan technique, with a back-

' ground of a song by Tagore. After

the recital he was surrounded by a
large crowd, and was the hero of
the day.

In Tagore's Shantiniketan, too, he
was given the leading role in a dance
drama entitled “Chandalika.”
Tagore’s grand-daughter, Miss Nan-
dita Kripalani, was the female star
in this performance.

On his return to Ceylon in 1944 he
produced the ballets “Ravana” and
“Nala Damayanti.” His latest and
best is “Chandali.”

His dance school in Colombo has
been a centre of activity. He has
already trained many promising and
skilful dancers, some of whom are
among the top men in their profes-
sions. Ganga Nath, Prema Kumar,
Sesha Pallihakkara, Pani Bharatha.
Pani Bharatha is now the Dance
Instructor at Heywood College, and
for many years received special in-
struction from Chitrasena.

(Continued on page 5)
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SETTLERS UND

GAL-OYA

Unjust Imputation
Unveiled

HOW a sub-editor’s error in
substituting the word “Sin-
halese for “Ceylonese” in a
contribution to an Indian jour-
nal, was unjustly imputed to
the Imformation Officer. the
author of the article, and made
use of for propaganda purposes
during the General Elections
Wwas thoroughly exposed in Parlia-
ment during the debate on the Ap-
propriation Bill last week. &

The Member for Kopay in his
Speech during the debate had re-
ferred to the article in which he
alleged that the Information Officer
had made a statement that the land
reclaimed under the Gal Oya scheme
was intended to be utilised for a
maximum number of Sinhalese
families. On that occasion the
Prime Minister had made a state-
ment that he had not issued any
such instructions to the Informa-
tion Officer. Since then Mn. 8.
Natesan, Minister of Post and In-
formation, had gone into the matter
and had found that the Information
Officer had sent a contribution on
the Gal Oya project to the “Illus-
trated Weekly of India” and the
statement which he actually made
was to the effect that the reclaimed
area would be utilised for the settle-
ment of Ceylonese peasants. In
making the statement he was only
emphasizing the policy outlined in
the Report issued by the Gal Oya
Board. But unfortunately it so
happened that there was a mistake
made in the office of that journal,
where the sub-editor altered the
word “Ceylonese” into “Sinhalese”—
a common mistake especially in the
case of people outside Ceylon who
are not well acquainted with cus-
toms of Ceylon. The sub-editor
seems to have thought that all citi-
zens of Ceylon are called Sinhalese
and had taken upon himself the task
of altering the word contained in
the article as sent.

ER
PROJECT

ERROR REGRETTED BY
EDITOR

Thg Information Officer had

written to the Editor of the “Illus-

trated Weekly of India” pointing out

his error and the Editor hastened

& reply in which he regretted the
error and apologised and promised
to make the correction in the next
issue of the journal, All this was
communicated to Mr, S. J, V. Chel-
vanayakam, the Leader of the Fede-
ralist Party to which the Member
for Kopay belongs.

The following is the text of the
letter addressed by the Information
Officer to Mr, Chelvanayakam. It
was dated 7th April, 1952, and reads
as follows:— .

“As mentioned to you when i
met you last, you were doing me
an injustice when you used the
article in the “Illustrated Weekly
of India” on Gal Oya for your
bropaganda. The words you were
imputing 'to me were not in the
copy of the article sent by me to
the ‘Tllustrated Weekly of India.’

I have now received a letter from

the Editor of the ‘Illustrated
Weekly’ which states:—
“I have looked into the

matter you mentioned and
find that the article was
subbed and the word Sinha-
lese was substituted for Cey-
lonese. I very much regret
the error...... I shall be care-
ful to make a correction about
the matter in my next
schedule.”

“The sub-editor seems to have
thought that all citizens of Cey-
lon are called Sinhalese and taken
upon himself the task of correct-
ing the article sent by me, I hope
that in view of these circum-
stances, you will make it public to
the audiences to whom you have
spoken about this article that
your reference was based on a
mistake for which I was not res-
ponsible but one made by the
Editors of the ‘Illustrated Weekly
of India’.”

This was communicated to the
leader of the Federalist Party and
the Member for Kopay might have
been aware of the circumstances.

JURGEN.
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SINHALESE AND TAMIL AS
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

CERTAIN remarks were made

by the Member" for Kopay
in his speech during the debate
on the Appropriation Bill, in
regard to the adoption of Sin-
halese and Tamil as official
languages, to the effect that they
were not going to be carried out
throughout the Island and he envi-

saged the possipility of Sinhalese
being used in the Sinhalese districts

and Tamil being confined to the
Tamil districts.
That this contention was based

upon a misconception of the situa-
tion altogether was explained by Mr.
8. Natesan who recalled the decision
on this policy, by the State Council
years ago, in pursuance of a Special
Committee appointed on which he
had served. It was not the inten-
tion to confine any one of these
languages to certain districts only.
It was already clear from the enun-
ciation of the policy of the Govern-
ment,  particularly departments
which have a wide range of service
throughout the country like the
Railway, the Postal, the Registrar-
General’s, the Customs, the Courts,
Education and other departments to
observe the rule in regard to offi-
cial languages—Sinhalese and
Tamil. These are departments which
cover all the districts and there is
no question of confining Tamil to
Tamil districts only in regard to
these departments. Every person
who writes a letter to these depart-
ments in Sinhalese or Tamil will
receive a reply in the language in

.-

which he has addressed the letter.
“It is easy to envisage fears which
have no substantial foundation,”
added Mr. Natesan who, concluding,
said: “If there are difficulties in the
implementation of this recommen-
dation and if the Tamils feel at
any time that any wrong is done to
them, I am sure that representa-
tions will be made to the Govern-
ment and the Government will not
overlook these representations be-
cause it has been the declared policy
of this Government Yhat these two
languages should be adopted as the,
official languages in the country.”

BIYAR JAYO. .

GREATEST DANCER IN
CEYLON —Ghitrasena
(Continued from page 4)

Chitrasena’s great dream was the
construction of anOpen®Air Theatre.

Fortunately for him and for us in
Ceylon there was Mr, E. P. A. Fer-
nando, one of the very few people
Wwith money in Ceylon who devoted
part of it to cultural work. Today, at
a cost of thousands of rupees a beautiful
Open Air Arts Theatre is available
at Kollupitiya, for small audiences
where dances and concerts could b:
held for appreciative patrons.

Mr. Christmas Humphreys in a
letter to Chitrasena written from
Bombay in 1946 said of him that his
dancing was as good as the best in
India, and shat even Ram Gopal
should look to his laurels,

(Continued on page 8)
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RADIO CEYLON

We have been experimenting
with Radio Ceylon for ever so
long. Each time we have taken
a step forward. Those en-
trusted with the reorganisation
have each time done a good
job and proceeded thereafter
to create their own problems.
That has been the pattern of
development in the last ten
years. The time has come
again to give effect to changes
in Radio Ceylon, beginning at
the top. We remember that
under Minister Sittampalam,
the designation Director was
changed to Director-General.
This is perhaps the only
“General” directing anybody or
anything in this country. We
‘do not mind this evidence of a,
larger size in hats as long as
the work goes on, and we get
value for our money. The
Director-General was also in
the happy position of being
able to nominate a person for
the post of Director of Pro-
grammes, and a person with
the luxurious name of Pascoe
Thornton was imported into
Ceylon. This Pascoe Thornton
left the country suddenly and
in  peculiar circumstances.
Some of the circumstances de-
serve g little probing, and we
have no doubt if he had been a
Ceylonese there would have
been a very conscientious probe -
at the highest possible levels.
We would ask the Public Ser-

CURTAINSEPELMETS - UPHOLSTERY
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CHINA GLASSWARE - CUTLERY
KITCHEN UTENSILS - HARDWARE
LAMPSHADES-POLISHES-VENETIAN
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BLINDS, CANE & GARDEN FURNI-
TURE, EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME

GET IT AT BROUGHAMS

vice Commission whether such
a probe was carried out, and,
if so, whether Parliament and
the people are not entitled to
know the results of it.

We have today every reason
to believe that another Com-
mittee of Investization

« Should

the working of Radio Ceylon |

(like the Vaithianathan Com-
mittee) would have a full-time
job of hearing evidence not
only from the staff but -also
from the artists taking part.
We do not think it is generally
known that recently there was
an amusing order made that
artists should be finger-printed
before they were paid, to
“identify the right people!”
Very rightly this movement
was opposed by some artists
who refused to be treated like
criminals and raised the ques-
tion as to whether the Direc-
tor-General or any member of
the staff was a finger-print
expert, and, more cogently,
whether the authority ‘of a
Magistrate had been given to
the Programmes Director.

Lesser people than the pre-
sent Director-General would
have had to answer at the bar
of public opinion. The new
Minister of Posts and Infor-
mation would be doing this
country a great service if he
took action to investigate the
present working of Radio
Ceylon.

Against the general back-
ground of the slow -cultural
development in Ceylon we
must resign ourselves to the
fact that in the absence of a
large number of first-rate
artists we cannot blame Radio
Ceylon for the poor quality of
its broadcasts. We have a few
high class artists in our coun-
try, and obviously, they cannot
be asked to broadeast day in
day out, and second-class
material is not a substitute.
Normally, gramophone records
have to be the base of much of
our broadcasting. Our grouse
is not about the quality of our
brogrammes. We are satis-

fied, however, that there is a |

prima facie case for investiga-

tion into the present method

of programme, man, and
woman management in Radio
Ceylon and this investigation
be the basis of any
reforms that have to be made.
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‘THE latlest number of “New with backward peoples, They have

Commonwealth” cqntains a matter-of-fact way with people;
: : : taking you as you are and welcom-
an article entitled “Role of the g oo % IS
. : 7 g quite naturally. Their own If you are planming a :
Southern Dominions in Sbuth-  simple, direct and straightforward P € a private

East Asia” contributed by
Henry Deschamponeufs® head ¢ In the same way Australians have
of the Overseas Department of 2 habit of getting things done, The
¥ ) . *development of thelr own land has,
a London firm of specialists in to my mind, been quite spectacular,
adverfising and public relations.e Ifesome of our  AsMtic countries
The writer comments on the charac- could be givers more “Aussie” tech-
teristics of the people of Australia niclans to help them, they  might
and New Zealand, which equip them find themselves so busy that they
for leadership. He belleves that oo haveelittle time left for poli-
Australians and New Zealanders are tical discussions,
well qualified to give a mdral lcu.d in
South-East Asfa. The following ex-
tract from the article bears Trepro-
duction:—

attitude to lifeis easily understood. function in the near future,

the Galle Face Hotel Ban-
queting Rooms offer you an
ideal setting,

They are excellent for large

and small Banquets, Recep-

tions, Private Lunches, and
Dinners.
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Even the forms of speech are an-
other factor that is advantageous.
Thelr accent ig stronger than that
usually heard in Britain, and their

|
|

THEY ARE ESPECIALLY

“A few years ago it was the Japan-

A .
E’.’I—-,.”,-:; ese: today it is Communism that is ;:2:("“;;‘&2IL“;“T{;'S“O“ ”15 certainly SUITABLE FOR
.55,‘.‘1’:!-: sweeping southwards. It is this rea- GYLRBLIORLS: WEDDING PARTIES.
17 &-‘—_—hﬂ lization that has made both coun- Unfm‘tunatoly few Australiang or
':—-"T',:«: tries strong supporters of the New Zealanders realize the part
,;4"'/1_5/',= Colombo Plan. There is also a more they might play in South-East Asia, Your satisfaction s assured
!-_—_—= personal contribution which the nor the success they could make of b er |
TURRET RD COLOMBOE, Southern Dominions might make. it, Certainly they do little in tell- Y Persona supervision over
) New Zealanders not only make ing Asiatics about themselves, It is every detail.
natural colonists themselves but to be hoped that they will do so—
they seem to know how to deal before 1t ig too late.
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The Budget—An

Impression
By Quintus Delilkhan

JEVERY citizen in this country

is interested in the Budget
which determines for a period
of one year the benefits which

this country can receive from *

the declared policy of the Gov-
ernment in respect of its essen-
tial development, the amenities
which are being made available to
the people and the steps which are
being taken by the Government to
ensure the peace, happiness and

prosperity of the people.

It is certain that this country has
passed through a period of very
considerable strain due to the last
elections, and that there was very
considerable public satisfaction
when the results of the elections
were announced. The people were
aware that they were sure of being
governed in a rational and demo-
cratic way. They would have a
government which would not falsely
raise public expectations high, only
to allow them to drop with a violent
thud. Being a democratic govern-
ment, genuinely dependent on the
choice ‘of the people, it could not
_ afford to blazon policies in words of
fire which would end only in smoke.
It had to promise only that which,
in the main, it could fulfil.

It is therefore eminently fitting
that the first hudget after the elec-
tions should embody the same
rational and realizable lines of deve-
lopment which the -earlier budgets
‘had progressively defined. The Hon.
Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, Minister of
Finance, has again given us an out-
line of the proposed activities of the
Government which aims at creat-
ing stability, and not merely raising
fantastic hopes for political and not
genuine economic ends. Mr. Jaye-
wardene has created a concise stan-
dard of classic exposition in his
budget speeches. This, as well as
his previous statements, reflect his
clear mind, his grasp of essentials,
and his earnestness, sagacity and
powerful commonsense which all
combine to give the impression of a
Minister who means to render a
substantial service to the people.

When the lines of action indicated
in his speech have in some measure
materialised, the Minister can claim
. that he has given an impetus in
several right directions to our
national developmient, and that by

his wise, judicious and cautious poli-
cies, he has compassed a degree of
stability for this country which is
more important than creating a
momentary good impression by
spectaocular but unstable policies.
There is an element of restful sta-
bility in the mind of the Minister
himgself. He has the gift for creat-
ing confidence in his utterances, and
also the sense to offer the' public
only practical objectives. We are all
fortunate in having a Minister of
Finance whose mind is rooted in the
actualities of economic situation in
Ceylon and who hags a liberal orien-
tation of mind which makes him
think not only nationally but in re-
lation to the international situation
which must be allowed to have its

inevitable repercussions on the deve-

lopment of our own economy. Hise
being in a key position in matters of
monetary policy also means that we
are assured of both caution and con-
servatism. The Government pro-
poses to spend on a large scale, but
it'is also evident that this pro-
gramme of spending has been deter-
mined by anxious and deeply-pon-
dered calculation, and that there is
no undue burden thrown on this
generation, but that what posterity
will benefit from, posterity will also
be called upon to pay in a just and
fair manner!

The budget discloses that the
various schemes which the Govern-
ment has undertaken and also pro-
poses to undertake, are very directly
calculated to increase the wealth of
this country on a permanent basis.
This year’s budget has served to
quieten the public mind which at
first imagined that the overwhelm-
ing majority which the Government
had secured would enable it to effect
what might have been regarded, by
even the least conservative sections
of the community, as adventuggsome
and revolutionary changes. The
Government was more or less in
the position of being able to carry
through any ambitious programme
which it liked. There would have
been violent opposition criticism, but
this violence is almost a spent force.
But the Minister of Finance has
acted on a self-evident principle of
conservative action. He has created
in the public mind the comforting
assurance that we are moving
steadily, but on a wide and varied
front, to increase the resources from
which wealth can be multiplied in

(Continued on page 9)
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CEYLON CAN TAKE
PRIDE IN HERSELF

We Want
By A, S.

ITH the mounting tensions

in the Middle-East coun-

tries world attention is .again
drawn to the almost , sub-
human conditions in which the
masses live in both Egypt and
Persia and in great parts of
South and South-East Asia. No
Marshall Plan still has been
brought into being for these
parts of the world and the most
advanced country in South Asia,
Ceylon, staggers along today with
the price of one of its chief staple
oroducts, rubber, exposed to the
mercy of the vagaries of the syn-

thetic rubber policy of her chief cus-
tomer, the U.S.A.

In all the turmoil which now en-
velopes the Middle East, the echief
factors are corruption and poverty—
a poverty unrelieved by any pros-
pect of State schemes to mitigate it.
The people of Ceylon can, therefore,
take pride in the Governments they
have had ever since this country be-

came independent five years ago.
Despite many shortcomings, only
the most malicious and the most

dishonest critics will contend that
since her independence this country
has not had a progressive and for-
ward-looking government. The great
patriot who died a few months ago,
in four years (a very brief period)
laid the foundations of a Welfare
State upon which his son is deter-
mined to build. When one contrasts
Ceylon, independent for only less
than five years with Egypt and Per-
sia which have been independent
for a very much longer period
(Egypt ever since World War One
and Persia for centuries) can it be
denied that the Government of in-
dependent Ceylon has in four years
done more for its people than those
two countries’ rulers have ever
thought of doing at any time over
the much longer period during
which they have enjoyed independ-
ence. The world’s Press is unanim-
ous now that the cause of the up-
heaval in Egypt is corruption and
poverty and the utter apathy of the
previous regimes to both. The people
of Ceylon can, therefore, take pride
in the fact that they have had the
benefit, during the brief period of
independence, of governments which
have been far from indifferent to
the needs of the masses. Ceylon
still remains the most advanced
country in the whole of Asia as
regards food subsidies and the great
and dynamic approach which the
new Minister of Health hags initiated
towards the appalling mess in which
the medical and hospital services
were left by a  previous Minister
(who still continues to shout from
the housetops that he loves the
masses)—I say the great and dyna-
mic approach of the new Minister
of Health gives fresh hope to a
people some of whom still do not
appreciate how fortunate they have
been and are in the leaders they
have had since independence and
are having even now.

Thank God! there are no Pashas
in Ceylon—or rather, the few
ePashas we have ®re not and will
never come,to power. Some of the
Pashas on the Right who once be-
longed to the U.N.P. have left it—
some to found or to join new parties
—and tHe Pashas on the Left (the
hoarse and raucous platform pran-
cers who shout “Down with the
*rich” on platforms while privately
amassing great wealth and vast pro-
perties) were roundly defeated at
the polls by a people who refused
to be fooled. One now hears and
reads in the daily papers that now
and again some Pasha or other
angrily resigns from the U.N.P, be-
cause his reactionary policy or his
cupidities are not given full scope.
The U.N.P. gets stronger every day,
every time this happens. In fact,
the social sense of the UN.P. gets
better and better as the days go by.
It is refreshing to read in the last

issue of the UN.P. Journal that

' produce weekly.

No Pashas!

Morrison

Mr. Anandatissa de Alwis has
publicly advocated that the
U.N.P. should become a Socialist

,Party. Sir John soon after the elec-
tions himself stated that the U.N.P.
should definitely set out to serve the
whole country and carry out its elec-
tion pledges to the people,

" Meanwhile, the Prime Minister, in
his accustomed modest manner, has
inspired and begun to back his
Ministers in every scheme they ini-
tiate for advancing the prosperity
and welfare of the masses. Un-
doubtedly the Minister of Health,
Mr. Nugawela, would not be able to
launch on his schemeg, for reform-
ing the hospital administration if
he had not received the prior assur-
ance of the Prime Minister that all
the money he needs would be forth-
coming. As the months go by the
country will see further signs of a
forward-looking policy on the part
of the new Government, which has
not yet had time to get into its
stride.

At any rate, it is clear that Cey-
lon’s Pashas (white or black) gre
not going to be allowed to make use
of the Government of the new Prime
Minister. Besides, the public can-
not have failed to note the terrific
campaign which the Lake House
Press has initiated, ever since the
elections, against poverty, slums,
neglect of public health, the apathy
of local bodies to these problems,
and corruption. The Government,
therefore, is strongly supported by a

vigilant Press which, be it noted, is

the very Press which the Leftists
croakers have in the past repeatedly
denounced as a capitalist Press. As
compared with the highly construe-
tive attitude of this Press towards
social and economic problems con-
trast the miserable ‘and anaemic
rags which the Pashas of the Left
These sickly rags
simply indulge in wild denunciations
of the powers that be and in per-
sonal attacks on leading personali-
ties of the U.N.P. while they (these
miserable rags) do nothing them-
selves constructively to expose the
evils of our slums, our - hospitals
system, the food racket at our hos-
pitals (which under a former social-
reforming Minister went on unper-
turbed), and the other defects of
our social order which need remedy-
Ing. The wealthy Pashas on the
Left have not yet been able to afford
a proper daily Press in which their
policies can be adequately venti-
lated. And hence the capitalist
Press (which they affect to despise)
is busy doing their work for them.
Thus the masses are once again
given a demonstration of the kind
of people who are really interested
in their welfare—the despised capi-
talist Press, the leaders of the
U.N.P., and other public men who
belong to no party but who, though
rich, genuinely wish to see the con-
dition of the masses improved.

As against a highly constructive
public campaign *against social and
economic evils conducted by the
Lake House Press, what have the
Pashas of the Left to show?—
weekly scandal sheets entitled Froth,
Bubbles, Squeak, and Leak.

GREATEST DANCER IN
CEYLON-—Chitrasena

(Continued from page 5)

Surasena Weerakoon, an old stu-
dent of Shantiniketan, in a letter
to the “Observer” on the “Pageant
of Lanka,” said that political free-
dom had given an impetus to Cey-
lon’s writers.' artists, musicians and
dancers, He was referring parti-
cularly to Chitrasena’s perform-
ances in the “Pageant” whose “Nala
Damayanti” was one of the finest
artistic efforts of that great show.

Chitrasena is a dancer worthy of
an international stage. He is Cey-
lon’s finest product of recent times
and could make a great impression
on audiences in England and Ame-
rica. The time has come for Cey-
lon to make such a contribution to
the stream of culture,
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BEHIND THE IRON
CURTAIN

"TWELVE million slave labour-

ers. Ten million in the

Soviet Union, one million in
the satellite countries and an-
other million in China. These
are the shocking figures revealed
during the hearings just concluded
by the Special U.N. Committee on
Forced Labour,

_ This is almost two million more
persons than comprises the entire
population of The Netherlands, It
is an army of unfortunates which
would require 70 days and nights of
continuous marching to pass in re-
view.

The fact that forced labour has
existeq in the Soviet Union has long
been known. That it has spread
like a disease to the countries in the
Soviet orbit is the tragic, inescap-
able fact that has been proved con-
clusively by the nine organizations
heard before the U.N. Committee.

PATTERN ALIKE IN VARIOUS
COUNTRIES

The pattern of the forced labour
system varies little from one satel-
lite to another.

In Rumania the system is based
on law: A governmental decree of
May 2, 1945, which sets up forced
labour organized along the lines of
the Soviet “Gulag.” Though all the
figures have been cloaked in secrecy
it has been established that over a
million Rumanians have been de-
ported to forced labour camps in the
Soviet Union. It is also known that
there are approximately 250,000 in-
mates of labour camps within
Rumania, many in camps formerly
operated by the Nazis.

Approximately 30,000 of this
250,000 mostly intellectuals, are
being uséd in digging a canal be-
tween the Danube and the Black
Sea. The prisoners, some of whom
have received formal court sen-
tences, and others who have been
imprisoned without any process of
law, work 12 hours a day.

In Hungary the inmates of the
95 camps which are known to exist,
are in a constant state of fluctua-
tion, transferring from one camp
after another. ' This policy has been
adopted to hamper accurate checks
on the actual number of prisoners, of
which a very moderate estimate is
close to 300,000.

350,000 CZECHS INTERNED

In Czechoslovakia the deportation
of Czechoslovakian citizens into
forced labour camps began with the
coming of the Red Army in 1945. At
this time an estimated 20,000 Cze-
choslovaks were deported by the
N.K.V.D. to camps in the Soviet
Union. After the seizure of power
by the Communists in 1948, a con-
centration camp system was set up
in Czechoslovakia. Today the most
accurate estimate places the num-
ber of internees at approximately
350,000.

The figures for the other satel-
lites are equally shocking. « In Bul-
garia there are known to be approxi-
mately 30 camps with a  prisoner
population between 70,000 and
80,000. There are approximately 20
to 30 camps in Poland with an ave-
rage of 1,200 to 3,000 prisoners in
each camp.

But it has been the basic peoples
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania
who have suffered most at the hands
of the Reds. It has been reliably
estimated that 25 per cent. of the
population of those countries—
1,500,000 persons—have been sent
into slave labour by the Soviets.

THE BUDGET—AN
IMPRESSION
(Continued from page 7)

order to raise the living standards
of the people, to secure agricultural
and industrial developement, and to
improve the social and other services
which will make the people of this
country more and more contented,
and on an increasing scale, value the
benefits and advantages of a sen-
sible continuance of the democratic
way of life.

The reading of the Budget speech,
under its various headings, gives one
a sense of the immense service which
the Government is S0 thoughtfully

{

WHERE MAO
IS “KING

TOKYO, JULY 13
A DETAILED picture of the
slavery and terror imposed
on,the Chinese people by the
corrupt, pleasure-seeking, top
bureaucracy of the Communist
regime is given in a magazine
article by a former high-rank-
ing Chinese Communist.
The article, published
humously, was written by Chen
Han-Po, who was assassinated in
Hong Kong after fleeing there to set
up an anti-Communist mevement.
He was a liberal who had sup-e
ported Mao Tse-Tung during the
struggle for power in China. Before
he was killed by .a Communist ter-
rorist, he set down what he had
seen of the way Mao’s regime had
quickly reneged on its promises to
the Chinese people after it assumed
power.

CRISS-CROSS PROPAGANDA

Chen’s article was published by
the magazine Diamond Sha, a lead-
ing Japanese publication.

Chen wrote that shortly
arriving in Peiping, he found
Communist capital to be a city
“new slavery where money  and
‘woman-hunting Communist leaders
vie with each other for supremacy
and freedom loving people are
strangled in the criss-cross propa-
ganda network.......”

Officials of all but the highest
ranks, Chen continued, generally
were quartered in hotels, where they
could be more easily spied  upon.
Actually, he added, the hotels were
prisons, with guests being prepared
for “sudden transfer to the deten-
tion house of the scaffold.”

MAO “IS KING NOW”

He sald Mao is no longer a
fighter “but is the king now.”

Both Mao and the Number Two
Communist leader, Chou En-Lai are
mfatuated with pleasure-hunting,
‘Chen added, particularly in the
matter of taking many young
women as concubines,

He cited case after case of mone-
tary corruption, largely based on
demands by high-ranking govern-
ment officials for bribes from bysi-
nessmen. ' He also noted that ex-
ploiting for personal gain of govern-
ment monopolies in such essential
products as flsh, salt and oils, and
such services as transportation.

post-

after
the

and effectively rendering to the
people, and which is being extended
on a generous scale of systematic
and co-ordinated progression. We
cannot expect the Government to
exhaust every possibility 'of doing
good to the people within the next
five years, and leaving very little for
succeeding legislators to do. But it
is evident that Government, with
the means within its grasp, is doing
all it can to ensure that this country
should, as early as possible, enjoy
large and substantial advantages
which will alter the complexion of
contemporary living, and thus give
us every reasonable ground for act-
ing on the basis®that we cannot d@
much for the future glso without a
truly national and democratic gov-
ernment such as we possess today.

It is truly amazing how, much the
Government is doing for the pepple.
Only a genuine patriotism could
undertake the arduous and inceg-
sant task of doing so much. The
people of Ceylon, on the evidence of
the budget proposals, and of what
has been so: strenuously accom-
plished in the past should feel that
they owe an unrepayable debt of
gratitude to the Government which
has made freedom within so short
a period, valuable to us, and to the
Minister of Finance, who has s0
effectively, wisely and well, directed
our financial policies and spending
powers to att@in the maximum
amount of happiness, sr:curn:_y and
progress to the people of this for-
tunate Igland.
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INCREASING
POPULARITY
OF THE Z0O

EARLY three million people
visited the Zoo during the
period 1948-51 which is ap-
proximately three persons per
minute each day. This is tan-
gible evidence of the increasing
popularity of Ceylon’s Zdologi-
cal Gardens (six miles from the
City) at Dehiwala, which has Jg-
come an attractive show place that
draws large numbers of visitors. The
Zoo has reached its peak at the
moment and the visitor will find
many rare birds and animals from
all parts of the world collectgd at
this spot. The garden, beautifully
laid out with neat avenues, flower-
beds and.groves of umbrageous tre(?s
present a spectacle of great scenic
beauty—a rapture of colourful flo-
wers and foliage.

REVENUE AND ATTENDANCE

There has been a steady increase
in revenue as will be seen from the
following figures:—

URs:
1946-47 79.3717
1947-48 110,987
1948-49 89,160
1949-50 .= 115,896
1950-51 140,383
1951 (Jan.-June) 175,000

The large numbers of people that
continue to visit the Zoo are an
emphatic indication of its growing
popularity. Every year it is esti-
mated that 500,000 visit the Whips-
nade Zoo. Comparing this with the
attendance at our Zoo, it appears
that more than double this number
hag visited our Zoo each of these
years.

- STUDY OF WILD LIFE .

In the Zoo are birds and beasts,
and reptiles that one would not per-
haps see in a lifetime. Ranging from
huge elephants, fierce lions, and
tigers, the deadly king cobra, eroco-
diles, grimacing monkeys, pelicans,
hornbills and gibbons from far off
New Guinea, South America and
elsewhere, exquisitely coloured birds
in all the colours of the rainbow.
All these and more are here to hold
the visitor spellbound. The visitor
cannot perhaps imagine a better

collection of birds as that which
greets his eye at the Zoo. A visit
to the Zoo is not just a holiday

affair. It provides a study of wild
life. It should be an experience of
gathering many patterns of wild
life, an experience that tells of the
marvels Nature has created along-
side human beings. It is a rich ex-
perience that helps man -to under-
stand bird and beast with under-
standing. It is really interesting to
see how some of them behave. For
instance, the monkeys grab their
infants into maternal care or again
the elephants who go through many
extraordinary tricks which cannot
fail to provoke fun and laughter of
the onlookers. It is at once a place
of pilgrimage to zoological students
and scientists. For ordinary tra-
vellers and tourists to Ceyion, it
shares with Sigiriya, Anuradhapura
or Polonnaruwa, the high renown as
“one of the places not to be missed.”

From a meagre semi-permanent
menagerie, the Zoo has expanded
beyond recognition and developd on
modern lines.

SENEX.

.THE  KREMILIN
"SACROSANCT “
By Ale%ander

']‘HE Kremlin is determined

to block any investigating
for any reason by any impar-
tial group within the Russian
i orbit, according to a former
delegate to the United Nations
from Poland.

|
Both events were manifestations
of an old and fairly  consistent
Soviet attitude towards any kind of
investigation by neutrals to be con-
ducted inside the Sowiet orbit.
By casting its 49th veto in the
Security Council on July 8, the

Witold Rudzinski

| Soviet Union prevented an impar-

HAVE YOU ANY

LETTERS FROM
MAHATMA
GANDHI?

DEAR EDITOR,

As Chairman of the Gandhi
National Memorial Trust, I write to
invite the co-operation of all .those
individuals and corporations in
different parts of the world who
may have received letters from or
on behalf of the late Mahatma
Gandhi. The Gandhi National
Memorial Trust is an organisation
which helps and promotes nurmerous
activities particularly in social, eco-
nomic and medical fields in which
Mahatma Gandhi was interested.
The Trustees include some of the
leading men and women of India.
One of the objects of the Trust is
the preservation ‘of places and
articles associated with Mahatma
Gandhi and particularly his cor-
respondence. He was exceedingly a
good and regular correspondent and
throughout his life he wrote and re-
plied to thousands of letters in his
own hand. It hardly needs stress-
ing that this great volume of corres-
pondence should be preserved for
posterity. The Gandhi National
Memorial Trust has arranged for
making microfilms and photostats of
the letters. A large  number
of letters and documents avail-
able in India have already been
microfilmed and photographed. This
appeal is addressed to those outside
India who may possess letters from
Mahatma Gandhi. There is no
compulsion.

Those who have letters and are
willing to help may kindly send
them by Registered Post to the
Secretary, Gandhi National Memo-
rial Trust, 5, Mansingh Road, New
Delhi (India), with words super-
scribed on the envelopes as “Gandhi
Letters.” Microfilms and photo-
stats will immediately be taken of
the letters and the originals will be
carefully returned to their owners.
Letters donated to the Gandhi
National Memorial Trust will be
gratefully accepted and in all such
cases the photostat copies of the
letters will be sent to the owners at
the earliest possible opportunity.
But, where the Trust has not been
asked specifically to keep the letters,
the originals will be returned.

Mahatma Gandhi’s letters were al-
ways a source of inspiration and
comfort to their recipients. Their
publication, therefore, in some form
or other, would be of great public
benefit. The = Gandhi National
Memorial Trust may, therefore, de-
cide to share them with the world
public. But the wish of the awners
who may not desire the contents of
their letters to be made public will
be scrupulously respected.

(Sgd.) Ganesh Vasudeo Maylankar,

o Speaker,
House of the People,
Indian Parliament.
New Delhi.

tial on-the-spot inquiry by the In-
ternational Committee of the Red
Cross into charges of germ warfare
in China and Korea.

The 50th Soviet veto on July 9,
blocked the adoption by the Council
of a resolution condemning the fab-
rication and dissemination of such
monstrous falsehoods, which in-
crease international tension.

There is an urgent need to expose
and counteract the perversity of the
Soviet hate campaign and  delibe-
rately fabricated accusations of
bacteriological warfare.

This action is clearly intended to
foster a warlike atmosphere behind
the Iron Curtain and to create sus-
picion and resentment against the
United States in Asia and inside the
western camp.

INVESTIGATION CONSIDERED
ESPIONAGE

Anyone questioning any statement
by the Soviet Union, no matter on
what subject, is considered by the
Kremlin to be “insolently insulting
and slandering the Soviet Union.”

There simply does not  exist in
Soviet eyes any such thing as im-
partiality.

Even  the mild-worded and
allegedly western-minded late Litvi-
nov remarked pointedly in  1929:
‘Only an angel could be unbiased in
judging Soviet affairs.’ 3

(In “The New York Times”)
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STATE
INTERVENTION

by R. Goonetilleke

THE basic duty of civil authority

in the social and economic
spheres is so as to fashion its insti-
tutions frame its laws, and conduct
its administration, as to foster indi-
vidual prosperity and public . wel-
fare. The duties of civil authority
towards the different social classes
are firstly to protect and foster the
interests of all equally. Secondly,
to maintain the rights of all, with-
out extending undue favour to one
section of the community at the ex-
pense of the rest. Thirdly, while
respecting all private rights to have
special regard for the wage-earners,
the weak and the needy. The spe-
cial regard for this type of people is
because the more fortunate richer
classes have an opportunity of pro-
tecting themselves and depend less
on the help of the State. The less
fortunate poorer classes have no re-
sources to rely on and are thus de-
pendant to a large extent on the
assistance of the State.

The State’s most important duties
in the social and economic spheres
are firstly to safeguard where neces-
sary the right of private prosperity,
because in all democratic countries
it is an accepted fact that human
beings are warranted to possess pri-
vate property. Secondly the pro-
tection of the family and in parti-
cular to uproot the evils of child
‘Jdabour and of mothers of families
being compelled by poverty to work
in order that they may secure a
living wage. Thirdly to provide
such general conditions that reli-
gion, justice and morality may
flourish because no human life is
complete without these conditions
being satisfied. @ Fourthly, to keep
free competition within lawful limits
and to exercise rigid control thus
avoiding the domination of economic
power over the entire community.
Fifthly, to protect the health of the
labourers because health in the mat-
ter of labour is a very important
thing. Sixthly, to encourage the
formation of professional and voca-
tional associations. - Finally to pre-
vent labour disputes and to lenq its
lawful authority in the settlement of
differences between the various
classes.

There is, however, a problem which
needs explanation. Does the State
have an unlimited right to inter-
vene in social and economic spheres?
The answer to this is obviously in
the negative because very often
many difficulties could be settled by
individuals or private organizations.
The State, therefore, unhindered will
be able to devote itself to its proper
tasks which it alone can accomplish.
This limitation of State intervention
is because it is a “fundamental prin-
ciple of social philosophy” that it is
incorrect for a highér and powerful
association to take up matters
which could be efficiently settled by
smaller and lower societies. Its
fundamental aim should be to assist
others but not to liquidate or absorb
them.

The State discharges its duty of
intervention in the social and eco-
nomic spheres by enacting and ap-
plying the necessary social legisla-
tion. Social legislation when in-
troduced gives the State legal autho-

rity to intervene in matters . that
are to affect the public good: It is,
therefore, the basis on which #he

State could operate. Social legisla-
tion from a broad point of view are
good laws because they are meant
for the benefit of society in general.
But in modern times it has taken a
new meaning and it now means
those laws which are concerned with
the suppression of evils that afflict
certain classes, or which intend to
improve the economic and  social
conditions of the labourers and the
poor. Social legislation is not only
a legal authority on which the State
could act but also a legal system
that aims at preserving the welfare
of society at large. Furthermore it
acts as a check on the unscrupulous
employer who will not hesitate to
resort any inhuman tactic to gain
his ends.

Social legislation and State inter-
vention have progressed side by side
for more than a century and in
many countries social laws have
been an outstanding feature of their
progress. In countries where St_ate
intervention and social legislation

" are indeed unfair to the

A YOUNGER |
SERVICE

l’l‘HE establishment of a scheme of

national insurance must sooner
or later focus attention on the fact
that reforms to modernise and im-
prove the conditions of service will
be incomplete if retirement after 40
years' service is to continue.

A system that ties a man all his
life to routine is mow an outmoded
system What an unpleasant duty
it musj be having to recemmend re-
tirement er discontinuance on ac-
count of anyone being aged in the
?rvice A system of compulsory re-

r®ment earlier than now cannot be
described in these days as “extreme-
ly visionary,” though there might be
practical difficulties in the imple-
mentation of such a scheme as a 50
age limit for early retirement,

Most people in Ceylon cannot re-
tire at 50 because of financial diffi-
culty. So a scheme for early retire-
ment must mean the recognition of
the necessity of establishing a gene-
rous superannuation scheme., Com-
pared with the maintenance of
high standard of physical fitness
and efficiency, finance in such mat-
ters should be of minor considera-
tion. Firms, which started such
schemes on their own before the
merits of such schemes were recog-
nised are still flourishing. The addi-
tlons to thelr estimates of expendi-
ture hardly felt have brought ad-
vantages of staff containing men
performing duties with alert minds
angd active bodies and making large
contributions in efficlency, diligence
and fidelity.

Prolonged service is against . the
Interest of the nation as much as it
Is against the Interests of the old
men, some of whom hold out till
they walk out irom the service into
their graves. Why should any ser-
vice drag on till 60? Many over 50
younger
men who are called on to carry an
extra load.

Beside belng fair to the taxpayer
who incidentally expects and pays
for first-class service a change over
to a 50-year age limit in any service 4
will not only increase the rate of
promotion but also infuse life and
energy into the organisation. The
ideal is that each succeeding gene-
ration should have as its aim to
leave for the next a more efficient
country than when it found it when
it came. Noteworthy is the fact
that the adoption of a 50 age limit
and a 5 working days a week bids
fair to put the Island in front in

yet another important aspect  of
social reform.
Medical circles are among those

inclined to the view that one is too
old at 55 to maintain a high stand-
ard of physlcal fitness and efficiency
in the enervating climate of the
tropics where without the periodical
leave abroad physical deterioration
moves rapidly. In some services &
man is called on day or night, fre-
quently he gets drenched in mon-'
soon rains and has to withstand the
effects of excessive heat mnot to
mention enduring the biting cold of
Nuwara Eliya. Rapid deterioration
in physical fitness after 50 must set
in more easily in such circum-
stances.
T. M. G. Samat.

are by-words the labouring classes
are in a pitiful condition. In these
circumstances, therefore, in the in-

terests of society as a whole State [

intervention is a very commendable

thing provided ® always that igs
limitations are not flguted. There
are also instances when  business

enterprises of a certain type thrive
only when the State intervenes. This
is more due to the fact°®that the
high degree of risk involved in some
of these enterprises proves a nega-
tive factor in the development ®f
agricultural or industrial pursuits.
It must be remembered that the
State constitutes the people and all
State intervention is generally re-
garded as for the common good. If
however the State constitutes a
clique then it is very doubtful to
conclude whether this type of inter-
vention is for the common good. In
instances such as this we cannot
expect to see the general welfare
being given cqnsideration because it
is an inherent feature in a State of

this type to feed only the few indi-
viduals who comprise it.
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" TEA EXPORTERS
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| @The ﬁaﬁnna[ Tutual Tife Bssociation of
« . Bustralasia Timited

(INCORPORATED IN VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA.
g - THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED)

N p——

THIS well-known Office commenced operations in Ceylon in the year 1906 and it can truly
be said that the Association has pioneered Life Assurance in the Island. The very large
volume of business that is now written by it is ample testimony of the goodwill shown to it
by the insuring public. In the very early ye'ars it was apparent that Life Assurance on a
very substantial scale had come to stay in Ceylon, and in 1913 the Head Office Board agreed
to the erection in Ceylon of a building worthy of housing its activities. In 1915 the well-
known land-mark the *‘ National Mutual Building ”* was completed, and it remains today
one of the finest modern Office Buildings in the City of Colombo.
The operations of this Assoctation are spread throughout the Commonwealth and, besides
having Branch Offices in all the capital cities of Austpalia and New Zealand

Offices in practically every town of note in Great Britain and in South Afric
is represented at Bombay, Calcutta,

office for the control of the four est

, it has District
a, and in the East
Singapore, and Hongkong. Ceylon Bwmanch is the central
ablishments last®* mentioned.

COLOMBO “BUILDING &
The Association has been responsible for the introductiof of some of the most important features of modern Life
Assurance, and for many years has offered sound Life Assurance Contracts & the public for premiums well below the
average, with full bonus’rights, the figures of which have proved well above the average. This has been rendered possible
by the careful selection of lives which has resulted in a favourable mortality experience, the marked economy of Manage-
ment expenses and the cautious investment of funds. A Perusal of Financial Statements, will show that the security of the

Association’s policy contracts is above question. .

One well-known British Journal writes of

L]
the Association as follows:* *“ The contracts of the Association are liberal to the
Assured.

Its premiums are low and its financial resources second to none. In a word the National Mutual of Australasia
is an Office which can with confidence be recommended to intending assurants.”’
FOR PARTICULARS APPLY TO:
F. R. CONNOLLY, ‘
P.O. Box 242, Colombo; Manager for South-Eastern Asia.
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