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he Army charges in India.—Lon | Government has recently opened a dis- B. I. Steamers.—The Rangoon Timcs

NOTICE.

A chestnut Acheen pony very
quiet in harness. A pouy g13 (Til-
bury model; a set of Brown harness
and lamps all in very good «ondi-
tion. Price Rs 300

Please apply to
A Mudr. Muttuvelopully,
Cantherody.

%CC&%LWP?DLC Slblltlumt IJ

The army estimates—Lcndon, March
3.—In the Hcuse of Commons last night Mr,
Stanbope brought forward the Army Estimates
and said that the British Army in India
and the Colonies was in a thoroughly
efficient condition, and was the largess force
that had been available siuce the Peninsular war.
He was, he said, williug to cousider the advice
given in the report of the Wantage Committee,
without depleting the Reserve or introducing
an extersive pevsion system. The streugth of
the Reserve, wonld, he said, reach eighty thous-
and ip April, 1893. Referring to the defen-
ces at home and abroad, he said that a vast im-
provement - had taken place, aud plans had
been arranged for the proper defence ¢f Lon-
don. Mr Stavhope then dwelt on the success
of the Lee Mitford Rifle and the use of smoke-
less powder, and referred to the improved bar-
raek accommodtion which had lately been pro-
vided. He hoped to he able, shortly, to pr8vide
soldiers with free Kkit.

Cholera at Herat.—London, March 8.—

Advices from Herat state that chadera is raging
there.
The Naval Estimate.—London, March 9.
—T'he Naval estimates for the year 1892-3 were
presented to Paglinwent last evening. The ex-
penditure is fixed ate fourteen and a qgarter
millions. °

Indian Inventors.—London, March 9.
—1In the Honse of Commons last night the Hone
ble G. Curzon stated that the Secretary of State
for Iudia had instructed the Indian Govern-
ment to remedy the disubilities under which
Indian inventors are placed when the Patent
Act is being amended.

The Behring sea treaty.— Washing-
oo, March 8.—President Harrison has sent the
Behring Sea arbitration treaty with Great Bri-
tain to the Senate without any recommendation
as to its adoption. This is the result of the de-
Jiberate decision of the Cabinet.

America will defend Her Rights.
—Washington, March 9.—Correspondeace 1e-
lating to the Behring Seas dispute which was
sent to the Senate to-day, countains proposals
made by Sir Julian Pauccefote, the British Am
bassador, that the whole of the,Behring Sea out-
side the thirty-mile zone should be thrown open
to indiscriminate sealing, limitiog the catch
therein to thirty thousand. Sir Julian Paunce-
fote contends that the modus] vivendi is not ne-
cessary, as seals ars in no danger of extermina-
tion. To these proposals, Mr. Blaine yesterday
replied that it was incompatible with gond faith
and international courtesy, that one of the par-
ties to the arbitration should appropriate part
of the profits, whilst litigation was pending. A-
merica, he added, wili certainly defend her
rigits in the coming season.

The German Emperor ill.—Berlin,
March 12.—The Emperer William has annull=
ed the sequestration of the Guelph fund. The
Ewmperor is suffering from a severe cold, and
has been confined to his bed since Thursday last.

The Quebe c Elections,—Quebec,
March 8.—Fhe Quebec elections have resulted
largely in favour of the Government candidates
Mr, Mercier’s party has been virtually crushed
althongh Mr. Mercier himself has beer elected,

Hard Labour for Mrs. Osborne.—
Loodon, March 9.—The trial of Mrs, Osborne
has been concluded, aad the jury bave found
her guilty of perjury. She has been sentenced
to nine months’ imprisonment with such hard
labour ag the prison doector may thiok fit for
her in her delicate state of healch.

Sir Francis Clare Ford —Constantis
nopls, March 8.—Sir Francis Clare Ford, the
newly appointed British Ambassador to the
Ports, presented his credentiuls to the Sultan
to day, when speeches of a most cordial nature
were exchanged.

T he trouble at Quebec.— Quebec,
March 9.—The Attorney Geueral herg has issu-
ed a warrant of arrest against M. Mercier and
other Mivisters who are implicated in the Bay
Chaleurs scandals,

TheSilver Question—Madrid
March 10.—A deputation from the Mereantile,
community waited upon the Premier to-day, and
urged the Government to coin gold only and to
cease the coinage of gilver. BExperts are testify-

ing that the Curreney Commissions sitting at

T
don, March 11, —In the House of Commons last
night, Mr* Staniiope said that the Army chaiges
payable by India tor 1892 exceed those of 1891
by aboat £100,000, becavse they iuclude arrears
dae from 1887,
Trouble at Zanzibar.~Tovdon March
11.—The correspondent of the Stundard tele-
graphing from Zanzibar states that a report is
carrent there that a force of Brilish Sepoys
has been defeated at Witn, by natives, who aleo
captured a gun, and inflicted heavy loss on our
men,
A false Alarm.—London, March 12,—The
account of the fighting at Witu, as telegraphed
by the Standard correspondent from Zanzibar.
proves to be incorrect, in as much as the British
Sepoys instead of being defeated, were victo-
rions.
Selling plans of English Defences.
—TLondon, March 12.—Sergcant Holden, for-
merly of the Royal Engineers, has been arrest=
ed at Manchester charged with selling to France
certain plans giving details of the Malta defen-
ces. The prisoner who was brought up before
the Magistrate yesterday was remanded and
sent to prison, bail being refused.

The African Lakes exgedition
attacked. London, March 14. News has
been received that the natives in the locality
of Fort Johnston have attacked the African
Lakes expedition. In the fighting that took
place Messrs, King and Watson, leaders of the
Expedition, were wounded. Four Sikhs and
Zanzibaris were killed, whilst six of the force
and the natives also were wounded and cap-
tured a gun.

Singapore, March 14th, Orange Kyab,
the leader of the Malay rebels, has re-appear-
ed atPahang and has captured the station of
Hibok and some rifles.

Severe weather in Europe, London,
March 14. The wost severe weather prevails
throughoat Eugland and the continent at pra-
sent. There have been some very beavy snow-
storms, and terrifie- frosts, whichugtill.cont”. ae.
The railway traffic bas been greatly impeded,
ard meny trains in various parts have been
snowed up.

The German Emperor. Berlin, March
13, The Emperor William is making fair
progress toward recovery.

CHERGHE FOTICR,
HOURS OF DIVINE SERVICE.

TO MORROW
A1 7HE CATHEDRAL.
Mass 5. 80. A. M.
o 7. 00 A. M,
3 9,00 A.. M.
Benediction 5. 00 P. M.
Feast of the Anunciation
Friday 25th March.

Mass 7.00 A. M
Stations of the Cross 6.00 P. M
Benediction

7.00 P. M.

Local &C.

His Lordship Dr. Melizan, who
returned from Mannar on Saturday last
still suffering from the effects of fever,left

for Point Pedro wheve he will remain
some days longer till he gets quite well
again. In the inesant me, heis fast re-
covering his usual strength.

The Feast of the Annunciation
fulls on Friday of next week. It was for-
merly a Holiday of Obligation, but is now
only a Feast of Devotion which draws
a very large attendance at the Church
Services.

Jafina Post Office. Mr. Somasagra of
this office has proceeded to Point Pedro
to act for3 months as the Post and
Telegraph Master there in the room of
Mr. Venayagam who goes on leave. Cor.

Carriages. Jaffna is hecoming  very
“horsey” and carriages for hire are na-
merous, I remember the time when a
carriage for hire was thought to be a
luxury to be indulged in omnly on wed-
dings and Christmas and New Year
Festivities. But now our little town is
so full of horges and carriages that the
Public Worke Dapartment had better
look after the science of macBriding the
roads often. Cor.

Our Town Magistrate, Mr. Arthur
Alvie who had been to Trincomalae has
already returned to Jaffna.

Mr . P. W.Conolly did not leave Jaffna on
the 15th as the Colombo dailies announced,
He will leave however towards the end of
April on his long holidays.

Dr. Attygalle our Colouial Surgeon left

Vieuna and Perth are unanimonsly in fayour
of the Gold Staudard and oppose Bimetallism,

this on Monday last by boat on a vour
of inspection, to the island of Delft, where

hereon Monday by advice of the Doctor

pensary. Dr. Saravanamutto is to act
for him during his absence.

Dr Attygalle has since returned.

. Grain Market. Paddy is being landed
in the ports of Jaffna, Kankasanturai,
and Point Pedro in abundance Jrom
Akyab. But nevertheless the price has
not gone down. £

D. C. Jaffina 22374—A Telegram,
hear, has been received by Mr.
Tamboo, our Crown Proctor, announcing
that the Judgmout given by the District
Judge Mr, P. W. Conolly in the case
between R.N. R. R. R. R. Supprumani-
an Chetty and Kulanthi Sultan Meya-
deen, has been confirmed by the Appel-
late Court in favour of the Chetty. Cor.

Palmyrah Fibre. Our local purchasers
of fibre have sent by carts to Kangasen-
Surrai g large comsignment of this new
commodity to be shipped to&Lolombo by
the lady “Havelock”.

A Suggestion. Now that the mails in
the Jafina Post office@are despatched
in the night, I think it mnecessary that
Govt. should have a light put up at the
Verandah for the convenience of the
people who call at the Post office.  oCor.

As the South-west monsoon is
beginning to set in, the Steamers and
sailing vessels will make Kankasanturrai
their port of call till September, The“Lady
Havelock” arrived at Kankasanturrai on
the morning of the 15th Inst. and left
the port in the evening for Colombo tak-
ing tobacco and fibre.

Daring Acts. At Irupalai a village some
miles off from Jafina some rogues stole
a goat atd seeing the owner coming while
the animal was being killed they bolted.
In another -village, some fellows entersd
a tobacco garden and inorder to gratify
the petty spite they had against the
owner they destroyed all the plants. It
is time thab our village headmen should
be called apon to prove themselves
worthy of holding office in the village
or Govt. should dismiss them if they do
not appreherd the culprits -and bring
them to Justice. or.

The Steamers. The Lady Havelock
on her South-about trip will touch at
Kangasanturai about the 29th Ingt. The
Lady Gordon will ll(?,v Cologbo for
Bombay on the 26th m'ch?ud Tesume
her trips about the middle of A pril when

I

Bombay-.

B. 1. Notes 18th. March

Trw B, 1. STEAMER ‘CULUA* Captain G, F
Simpson from Bombay and Coast Ports arrived
off Mandaitivoe this morning at 6. A, M. After
discharging about 20 tons and taking in abont
110 tons of cargo and some passengers from
this port, she will leave fo_r coast ports and
Calcntta this evening. Miss. . Ridsdale is a
cabin passenger by her to Negapatam.

Tux B. 1. StEAMER “‘Aska” s expected to
call at Kuugusaulu:n_to morrow morning on
her way to Colombo via Tondi and Paumban.
Dhis steamer will continue to call there weekly
pvery Saturday on ber way to Colombo, Cor.

agenturai Notes.—The recent
cnﬁg}ggin the coach service from Jaffna to
Knngesuntumi enables the passengers to the
steamer to travel by coach and take passage
in good time. The coach on the 15th Tnst
was fully packed up, some laving had to take
their seats on mail bags; the driver and the
Kanakapullai standiog all the way., Mr Bel-
lamy was also a passenger by it.

' A beacon just at the terminus of the
Jaffna Knngesanturai road is in coarse of
construceion. 1t has reached an elevation of
95 ft, A good number of coolies are being
engaged daily and the work ia being vigorous-
ly pushed on, 1t is to be eighty feet in height

The Lantern for the b
here from Colombo by the
S, S. “Lady Gordon”

The §: S. “Lad}' :
for the first time at Kangesanturai on Tyes~
dav last the 16th Inst. ~ She landed in all
225 packages being mostly 2. -W, D. stores
and took in about 500 packages. She left the
samo day Mrs, Creasy weot cabiu besides 50
other cdeck passengers.

A naw Crane now crowns
Kangasanturai. ons 5,

The Audience Hall Kandy —The
fine large and historical audience chumber of
the old palace, the hall in which sisteen years
ago Sir William Gregory, ng then Governor of
Ceylon, was knighted by His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales, and which is being utilized
at present (except during the sessions of the
Suprome Court in Kandy) as the District
Co urt, is just now undergoing repaird,

con arrived
trip of the

Havelock” called

the ?etty at

the Lady Havelock will also leave for ®

hears that the B. I, steamers “Pundua” and
‘‘Purrnes” running between Singspore and Ma-
drag, will be relieved shortly by the “Sirea’
ard “Secundra”. The two former take their
old run between Calcutta, Rangoon and Sin-
gapore.

Sir Francis Fleming, who has just
been appointed Governor of Sierra Leone, is
about to marry Miss Constance Kavanagh, el-
dest daughter of Mr, Maarice D. Kavanagh
and the Hon, Mrs, Kavanagh— Colonies and In~
diwa. Fehruary 19th

Mr. F. R. Ellis, the Inspector General of
Prisons is to proceed to England on leave
in May next. Major Firminger, Super-
intendent of Convicts Establishments,
will probablys be his locum tenens.

Myr. MacBride is said to be slowly re-
overing from his illness,

A B. I. Steamer arrived in Colorbo
harbour on the 8th Inst with a cargo of
300 horses—b52 fer Colombo, the rest for
“dadras and Calcutta.

The “Exzaminer” notices tle death of
an elephant of some fame, owned by a fa-
mily in Kurunegala. It was 50 years old
and had taken part, especially in the
capacity of a decoy, in several kraals,
It hgd been twice photographed, .once in
the act of breaking down a tree in the
jungle, the other time with its keeper
on its back. It was said that an offer of
Re. 5,000 for its purchase, hadkbeey de-
clived by its owners. -

The Hon. J. J.|Grinlinton, who is to

represent Ceylon at the forthcoming Ex-
hibition at Chicago. will leave for Eng-
land by the next 5 & 0. boat, and thence
start for America ab the earliest oppor-
tunity.
The adulteration of Milk: At the
monthly meeting of the Colombo Muni-
cipal Council, held on the 11th Inst., Mr..
Dias moved that steps should be taken
to repress the adulteration of milk. The
city Analyst, had in his last report, di-
rected the attention of that Council to
the evils of that practice. P

Messrs. Bois Bros & Co, the agentscf—
the Standard Life Iusurance company,
had the employees in their firmg gamined

by Dr. Vanderstraaten, recently
with a view to insyffng their
lives in the company Whoscgents they

are. Hach clerk is to have
ed for a sum of Rs. 2000,
age of 55 or if he so
death.

A missingSteamer
S.S. “Deacon” which le
bruary 11 and was
Feb. 20 is lost. She
of since shortly aft;
had on board 180

Government
Excellency the G
to appoint Mrv.
Postmaster-Gen
legraphs, during
NER on leave, or

Goyvernme:
ing of the Le
held on Tuoes
e’clock .M.

It is hereb
ships in the
lon Civil Service will be offered for com-
petition in July next, and two othersin
January, 1893.

The salary to be assigned to each Cadet- -
ghip has been fixed at Rs. 3,000 per-
annum. g ¥

Notice is hereby given, in purluance of the
first clanse of the Ordinance No. 9 of 1842, that
all dogs, not being led or carried, which shall
‘be found in any theronghfare or public place in
the towns of Point Pedro and Velvettiturrai,
and the villagos of Ploly, Alvai, Thumpalai, and
Valvetty, within the village limits, from the
16th to the 25th instant, both days inclusive
(the intervening Sunday excepted), will be des-
troyed, and that a reward of twenty-five cents
will be paid fur each dog so destroyed. y

The Police Magistrate of Point Pedro is
hg’eby directed to carry the ubove order iato
effect, : i
Notice is hersby given, in pursuance of the
first clause of the Qrdinance No., 9 of 1842, that
all dogs, mot being led or cavried, 'i_ulnnh sball
be found in any thoroughfare or public place in
the towa and village of Chavakachcheri, and the
villages of Musalaj,Sarasalai, and Nuoavil, with-
in the village limits, from the10th to the 19th

ening
‘.

yable at the
es it, at his

is feared that the
auriting on Fe-
in Bombay on
s not been heard

8.

Ypointments.—Hi#
rnor has been pleased
W. Vane to act as

til farther orders.

Notification. —A meet-
latlve Council will be
, the 22nd Inst., at 3

instant, both days inclusive~(the
Sunday excepted) will|
reward of twenty-five cent
pach dog wo destroyed.
The Police Mag

hereby directed
Vieot, Gagette
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THE MIRUSUVILLE TOLL.

While His Excellency the Governor
is  being engaged in the useful
work of reform on a larger scale, it
may not be amiss to bring out before
_the public eye a compartively slight
grievance tbat lies more orless hidden
away in the Eagtern corner of our pen-
insula, Connecting that importang
though small bit of territory with the
mainland, the bridge of Elephant Pass,
insomuch as it safely bvars up any
weight less than that of an elephant
and enables passengers to and frcm
the moetropolis to get across dry-shod,

. onght® to command a certain amount

of deference from all who have any
sense of their daty as responsible tax-
payers, ; ;
Now we have no fanlt to find with
the strength of the bridge—we can even
admit that it will support more than
the weight of an elephant—mnor have
we anything to say against its length
which nature, not men necessitated ;but
we have something to say' about another
length—the length of the distance
which men not nature placed between
the bridge and the toll-har where the
money is collected that goes to pay,
people believe, for its cost and upkeep.
This is the hidden grievance which one
might search for in vain in the neigh-
bourhood of Elephant Pass ; for it is
safely stowed away to a distance of
some sixteen miles, and is prettg well
known to the owners of bullock-carts
or other conveyanves as the toll-bar of
Mirasuville, What expenses other thao

® those connected with the bridge of

/

Elephant Pass the toll at Mircsuville

- was established to meet, we cannot

quite discern. It does not seem likely
that the two tolls of Mirusuville and
Uparu, the latter about four miles from
town, are required to defray a fair
proportion of the exzpenses connected
with the thirty-three miles of road
between Jaffna and Elephant Pass,
leaving out the bridge at that place
In any case, the two tolls on the same
bit ofroad causea certain amount of
hardship to well-intentioned travellers
who do not see the logic of handing
over £o a third party, every eother hour,
the suMof 50 cts. or thereabouts, with-
out getting anything more tangible in
return ihan the right to continue their
Journey along a portion of the public
road. The affaic becomes ludicrons in
the case of those who pay for passing
over a bridge which their journey dogg
not even reach.

Bat the farmers in and around Mirn-
suville are by famthe worst off.It would
seem that in thA particular instance,
Shose who haye 10t money are, by the
irony of fate, obli to pay most. A
farmer, let ns supMkse, whose land is
sitnated on the otherflide of the toll-bar
has to get his tobac® or other produce
brovght to Jaffna. Wor every loaded

cart, he has to paf 50 ots. to get
throngh Mirusuville,A8d another 50 cts.
at Uparu toll. Wik the cart hire

added to this, ke wil
arrives in Jaffua, Lavd® paid a pietty
smart sum. Why, he could have the
whole sent by train—if it were run-
ning as it will soon—and travel first

even before he

—class himself into the bargain for much

less ©~And if we suppose the sum paid
for getting tliropgh the Mirnsuville toll
was taken frem hiin for having passed
over a bridge that he bad beeu muo
nearer to daring his journey than sixteen
miles......... b

The toll-bar a Mirusuvills-. is not a
fixture ; it can move and does. move
periodically, not however by any 6f.the
blind forces of natare, but by the
wide-awake force of the catch-penny
system permitted to exert itself, it ig
to be presomed, by the powers that be,
On one of those fine dewy mornings that
usher in the harvest time, the inhabit.
ants of Mirasiville are not atall gyp.
prised to see, but, through ecastom
stoically observe the gite of the toll—baf-
and toll-house changed from the wegt
of the village to the east. Stoically do
they put their hands in their pockets

-and forthwith pay a tax in the shape

of toll-money for being allowed to bring
home their garden produoe, for the har

and the booth are planted there on the
ropd right between their hounses and
their plots of tilled@cound. 'They caun
now, if they want to drive to Jaffna,
pass through their village exempt f@m
toll but just at this time, they do' not
want to drive to Jaffna ; their business
bringsthem in the other direction and
thay pay tHe toll accordingly on the
Eastern side. It is only when harvest
time is over that they will be jouruey-
ing to Jafina, as the toll-gatherer is
well aware, for, before they can enjoy
a single coveted drive out of the village
in that dirvection, Hey | Praesto! the
toll-bar and toll-booth are planted
back ngain right in front of them at the
western side. This is a peculiar kind
of east-and#vest Paddy Tax which has
not been abolighed yet.

The toll-bar at Mirasn ville is not a
fixture, it moves—but it keeps people
from moving. Poor people do not
easily venture out on costly journeys
wish their garden produce to compete
in the magket with those who have had
to pay no tolls. As a consequence,
trade suffers and, what is worse, the
people who live by it suffer.

The toll-bar at Mirusiville moves—
periodically; let it then perform a move-
ment like oue of those comets that are
sald to make a last move round the sun
and then fly off into space never to come
back ; let itin a word be done away
with. One toll ought to be amply
safficient for the: thirty-three miles of
road. Ite may be questioned whether
even one toll is necessary, considering
the large amgunt of money both have
confribated swell the Revenue for
such a'number of years.

THE THESAWALAME.

The Thesawalzme is a code of the
customs of Jaffna which had the force
of law in the Jaffmp District during
the Dauatch period.ni’l‘he treatise on
Thesawalame whichYis now in use is
only a transeript of 'the code collect—
ed during the Datch rule, supplement-
ed by the decisions | of the Judicial
tribunals pronounced| subsequently to
theBritish conquest. Most of the pro-
visions of the Tamil law have becoma
obsolete by disuse-owing to their re-
pugnance to modern ideasand notions.
It may,in truth, be said that the only
subjects which the Thesawalame now
regulates are certain incidents attach-
ing to Oty or usufractnary mortgage,
the right of pre-emption, and de-
volution of property ab intestuto. By
the system of Oty a debtor mortga-
ges his land to the creditor and de-
livers over go him the possession of
the @nd morégaged. The creditor
euters i@ the possession of the land
and enjoysits produce in liea of in-
terest. 1f he wishes to recover his
money, he cannot do so at once, but
will have to give twelve months
notice and quit possession of the land
from the date of notice. It has not
been proved to us that the system of Otty
causes any hardship to the people. A
similar contract called pactum antichre-
st8 is known to the Roman and Ruman-
Dateh laws, The other provision of
the Thesawalame relating to rights in
land is what is known as the law of
pre-emption, according to  which,
when some immoveable property is to
be sold, a relative or mortgagee of the
seller or some adjacent land owner
can, by paying to him the very same
price which a stranger offers, compel
the seller to convey the land to him.The
right of pre-emption is very seldom
availed of in Jaffna at the present
day. Whenever the right is exercised
16 is invariably the neighbouring land-
owner that comes in. I[n recent years
we have not heard of a relative or
mortgagee of the seller taking adyan-
tage of the law of pre-emption. The
law has Kost come into disuse, and
another ade may see the last of it.
We have only to observe thatit is not
in.force in any other part of the Is-
landaud that it restricts the cight of
a proprietor to deal with his land ag
he likes.

at the meost important subject
which the Thesawalame regulates is
the snocession to the property of per=
sons dying jintestate. In “this respect
Jhs:' protv‘ijﬂioua of the Thesa‘mﬁme are
antiquated, unjust, and inequitable.
Except 8o far as the Thesgw:fﬁ'me
gives the property of parents to ohil.
dren whioh isa universal rule of faw

permeating the Jurispradences of all

the civilized matious of the world, the
rales of inheritance given in the Thesas
walamo are crnde and unscientific.
Ohildren failing, the property of a pef-
son dying intestate goes to collaterals
and not to ascendante. In the oollate
ral line iteelf the crudeness of the
Thesawalame is inexplicable. Males
sncoeed o males, females to fegnales,
and dowried sisters to dowried sisters.
Again, in regulating succession 11 the
case of ascendants, the Thesawalame
regards the source from which any
property is derived. When a person
dies leaving no descendants ov collater-
als, his property derived from the
father’s side and one-half of the pr:~
erty acquired during marriage go to
she %eirgq on the father’s side, and pis
property derived trom the mother’s side
and one-half of the property acquired
during marriage go to the heirs on the
mother’s side. Apart from the fact
that this distinction founded on the
origin of one’s property is not main-
taiced by the Roman-Dateh law and
the enlightened systems of Jurispra-
dence obtaining amoug European na-
tions, it opens a wide door to liti-

gation. In many cases it is impossible
to decide what property is derived
from the father’s side, and what

from the mother’s side, not to speak
of the fact that a woman’s “dowry
property” sometimes becomes “acquired
property” when husbands fail to recite
its distinctive character in honds and
deeds.

We cannot within the brief space
at our command comment on the
other obnoxious provisions of the The-
sawalame, It ie sufficient to say that
intelligent opinion in Jaffna is in fa-
vour of the repeal of the Thesawalame
if not in toto , at least, as far as the rules
of inheritance are concerned. The
provisions of the Matrimonial Rights
and Inheritance Ordinance which go-
verns all communities in the Island
except the Kandyans, Mahomedans,
and Jaffna Tamils are more in keeping
with the enlightened notions of the age
than those of the Thesawalame. That
Ordinance which is founded on the
Roman law governs the Tamils inha-
biting the other parts of the Island.
Up to the year 1876 the Mauakkuva
law obtained in the district of Bat-
ticaloa. The Matrimonial Rights and
Inheritance Ordinance was introduced
into that district in the year 1876, and
the peuple have not complained atall.,
On grounds of uniformity and public
policy it is desirable that the Matri-
mouial Rights and Inheritance Ordi-
nance should be introduced into the
district of Jaffna. Moreover the in-
trinsic merits of that Ordinance far
oubweigh those of the Thesawalame or
any law framed onits lines. We there-
fore, hope that the Thesawalame Com.
mittee now sitting will see their way
to recommend the introduction of ths
Matrimonial Rights and Inheritance
Ordinance into this District.

1‘fTh.e following Draft of a Matrimoni-
al Rights Ordinance, intended to ap-
ply to the Tamils of the Jaffna dis-
trict bas been approved of by tke Tha-
sawalame Committee, and was sent to ng
for publication by the Hon. Secre-
tary,—

thThe t-,Dl"uﬁ' of a proposed

e matrimonial rights of Tamils i

the District of Jaﬂ'ﬁa wibhﬁxl']aega{gutl(;[;rlo[-l
perty and the Law of Inheritance,

I PRELIMINARY.

I. This Ordinance ma i
y be cited as
The Jaffna Matrimonial Right -
herit;m(l)ce Ordinance,” g
p nand from the date on which
this Ordinance tomes into operation the
provisions of the “Thasawalame"” relating
to the successton to property shall be re-
poaled as well as the sigth section of
Ordinance No, 21 of 1844, intituled .*an
fQoll'dtl;rlllnngg to lnmko better provision
or the disposal of land. by’
far as the latter islm' R

0 inconsistent with
the provisions of thig Ordinance,

3, This Ordinance shall a
to the Tamils of the Diatrictpp(i% Ja;)f?ll)i
domiciled or resident within the jurie-
diction of the Distriot Court of Jaffna.
. \Vhenevey & woman marries, after

© proclamation of thig Ordinance, a
man of different race or nubiouul'ity
from her own, she shall be taken to be
of the same race or nationality as her
husband  for all the purposes of this
Ord\'nu,noa, 80 long as the marria 0
subsists and until she mm‘riesugniu.g |

code relating to

. In this Ozrdinance, unl th
shall be something repn Rauh i 0ha sah
Rt L0 pugnant in the sub-

The expression immoveable“property’’
includes land, incorporesl tenements and
things attached to the earth or permanent-
ly fastened to anything which is at-
tached to. the earth and any interest
in land except that of & mortgagee. b

The expression “moveable property
means property of every description
except immoveable property. . 4

The expression “matrimonial rights
means the respective rights and powers
of married parties in and about the
management, control, disposition and
alienation of property belonging to ei-
ther party, or to which either party
may be entitled during marriage.

The word “unmarried” means not
having a husband or wife living. 3

All words expressivo of relationship
shall apply to a child in the womb at
the time in guestion who is afterwards

rnalive.
bm(II. MATRIMONIAL RIGHTS OF
HUSBAND AND WIFE IN RESPECT

OF PROPERTY.) g

6. The respective matrin}onial rights of
any husband and wi.’g.wmh regard to
property or status arising under or by
virtu® of any marriage solemnized be-
fore the proclamation of this Ordinance
sud all rights which any other person
may have acquired or become entitled
to under or by virtue of any such
marriage, shall (except where herein-
aftor otherwise expressly jprovided) 2be
governed by such law as woald have
been applicavle thereto if this Ordin-
ance had mot been passed.

7. The respective matrimonial rights
of every husband and wife domiciled
or resident in the District of Jaffna,
and married after the proclamation of
this Ordinance,jn, to, or in respect of
moveable property shall, during the
subsistence of such marriage and of
sach domicile or residence, be govern-
ed by the provisions of this Ordi-
nance.

8. The respective matrimonial rights
of every husband and wife, married
after the proclamation of this Ordin-
ance, in, to, or in respect of any im-
moveable property siinate in this Is-
land shall during such marriage be
governed by the provisions of this Or-
dinance. P

¢). There shall be no community of
goods between husband and wife, mar-
ried after the proclamation of this Or-
dinance, @8 a consequence of marriage,
either 'in respect of moveable or im-
moveable property, except as regards
property acquired during the subsis-
tence of the marriage. «

40. Any immoveable property to
which any wom®h, matried after the
proclamation of this Ordinance, may be
entitled at the time of her marriage or
may become entitled during her marriage
shall, subject and without prejudice to
the trusts of any will or settlemen$
affecting the same, belong to the woman
for her separatesestate and shall not
be liable for the debts or engagements
of her husband, unless inourred for or
in respact of the cultivation, upkeep, re-
pairs, management or improvement of
such property or fororin regard toany
charges rates, or taxesimposed by law in
repect thereof. Snch woman shall, subject
and without prejudice toany such trusts
as aforesaid, have as fall power of dispo-
sing of and dealing with such property,
by any lawful act  infer vivos with the
written consent of her husband, but 10t
otherwise, or by last will without sach
conseut, asif she were unmarried.

11. All jewels and all personal or
household ornaments and wearing ap-
parel belonging to a woman, married
after the proclamation of this Ordinance,
at the timo of her marriage and also
all jewels, personal ornaments and apparel
suitable in vespect of value to herrank
and condition of life, which she may
acquire during hor marriage whether
by gi{t from her husband or otherwisa
and all teols, implements, and. appliances
belonging to her during marriage, which
may be requisite for the carrying on of
any employment or trade in which sha.
may be engaged separately from her
husband and all implements of hus-
bandry, machinery, live and dead stock
belonging to her during marriage and
bona fide xept upon,and employed for
the cultivation or proper uses of any
immoveable property belonging to her
for her separate estate shall, subject
and without prejudiceto the trusts and
provisions of any will or valid settle
ment affecting ‘the same, belong to the
woman for her separate estate inde-
pendent of the debts, control and engage-
ments of her husbaad and she shall have
as full power of disposing of and dealing
with the same by any lawful act inter
vwos with the cousent of her husband or
by last will without such consent, as if
she were unmarried.

12. Ifinany case,in which the consent
ofa husband is required by this ordi-
nance for the valid disposition of or

(COontinued on Supplemant)
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