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NOTICE.

The Tamil Fourth Reading Book
is ready for sale. )

Notice in Tamil of the “Guard of
Honour” and Monthly Tickets in
Tamil of the same either for children
or for seculars can be had at the
Jaffna St. Joseph’s Catholic Press.

Notice in Tamil per copy-3. cts.

Monthly Tickets in Tamil

per copy

Postage for sending a

copy of each

15. cts.

.

2, cts.

%eﬁeﬂnmpfnic SIMMMMLLH,

Insurrection in Buenos Ayres.
Loudon, Sept. 23rdi—Advices from, Baenos
Ayres state that an intended insarcection by the
military has beea discovered, three regimeats
having plotted to ‘revolt. Thirty-three officers

concerned in the plot have been arrested,

England and Uganda.

Loudon, Sepg. 24th,—Lord Rosebery, m’"ing
to a deputation from: the Church Missionary
Society which waited on him yesterday nrging
retention by the British Government of Ugauda
promised that the Cabinet would @onsidcr the
matter, thongh he added that'he was unwilling
that the nation should be drawn into u venture
the ending of which was pot at all clear.

The Frenclr Republic.

Paris, Sept. 22nd.—The celebration’ at the
Pantheon today of the centenary of the French
Republic was a splendid spectacle. Great fetes
are being held throughout France in celebration
of the event. :

The fall of Silver in India.

London, Sept. 22ud.—At the auuual assembly
of the Associated Chumbers ot Commerce at
Newport, the fall of siiver in India wus yester-
day discussed at some length. A resolation
on the subject was postponed as delegates had
not been instructed in the matter.

Mr. Justice Scott on Egypt.

London, Sept. 22nd.—Mr. Justice Scott in
receiviog the freedom of the City of Wigan,.
ade a speech in which he said the hasty evacu-
ation ot Egypt by the British would ando all
the good that had heen achieved by their pre-
sence in the country, The fellahs be said werg
still incapable of self Government,

The Monetary Conference.

Alfred Rothschild will be 6ue of the British
Delegates at the approaching Monetary Confer-
ence, date aud pluce of meeting of which are
still unfized. .

The Russians and the Chinese.

The Standard publishes a telegram from Tient-
gin that Chivese official advices from Kashgar
state that forty-fonr of Colonel Yanoff's Russians
advanced as far as Tashkurgan, wheve they were
turned back by the Chinese.

A Daring Train Robbery.

New York, Sept. 21st.—A most dariog robbery
has taken place from a train in Kansas, The
robbers removed the rails ava certain part of
this line in the prairie, which caused the train
to be wrecked, five passengers being killed and
many ivjured. lo the confusion which ensued
the robbers decamped with one million dollars
belonging to the Mexicau Central Railway.

Wholesale Arrests in Turkey.

Constantinople, Sept. 21st,.—Wholesale ar-
rests of students have been made in Tarkey,
‘The parties arrested were at once put on board
steamers with secret orders, ‘The reason for
this is as yet anknown. Several news.papers
have been seized by the authorities in Con-
gtantinople.

The Premier Pamphleteering
London, Sept,24th, An article has appeared from
the pen of Mr.Gladstone in the North German
Revrew in which the right honourable gentleman
vindicates Home Rule, and seeks to refute
the article by the Duke of Argyll wdich ap-
peared in the same paper last August, com=
pering the Home Rule movement to the at-
tempt made bythe Southern States to ruin
the integrity of the nation,

England and the Seal Fisheries.
Londou, Septewber 25th. At the reqoest
of the Oanadian Goverpment a British Man-
of-war is going to Vladivostack, to inquire in-
to the recent siezures of Canadian sealers by
a Russian cruiser,

England and Russia in Asia, 3
St. Petérsburg, September 24th, The Novosti

Ameer as harmfal to Russia and likely to
lead to the absorption of Afghanistan by the
British, thus catting off from Rnssia the
route to the lodian Ocean. I'his, the Novosti
adds, would create a much graver motive
for going to war than the Pamirs question.
The Monarchists in France.
Paris, September 25th® At a Monarchist
Bauquet held at Montauban yesterday, the re-
presentative of the Comte de Paris declared
that the Monarchists® were unable to conform
to the injonction of the Pope that they should
renounce the Monarchy. He proposed a uni-
on of Roman Catholics in France at the next
elections with a view toa large and united
majority.

CHERGHE XOTICE
HOURS OF DIVINE SERVICE.

TO-MORROW
At 1HE CATHEDRAL.

Mass 5 15. A. M,
High Mass 6 30 A. M,
P Mass 830 A. M.

rocession and
Benediction } 500 P, M.
Ar St, JaMEs
Mass. 515 A. M.
S 6 00 P! M.

Fripay 61r OCTOBER
Ist. Friday of the month. &

Mass. 630 A. M.
Benediction © 600 P. M.
Local &e.

Administration Reports.—We bave
0 acknowledge with thanks the receipt
from the Secretariat of Mr. Liee’s Census
Report in three volumes, the Report of
the Government Agent of the Northern
Province and Mr. Skeen’s Report on tha
Government Printing Office for 1891.

Instructions for Confession.—Thisis
an excellent work in Tamil by a Priest of
the Arvchdiocese of Madras, printed at St.
Joseph’s Press in that city, with the ap-
probation of His Grace Dr, Colgan. We
thank the author for sending us a copy;
and we haveseen enough of it to say that
it is one which ought to be in the hands
of every ‘Tamil Catholic.

Mr: Waring in Jaffna.—The Chief
Resident Railway Engincer arrived here
| on Sunday the 25th Ultimo, making a
flying survey of the Jaffna line or rather
ingpecting the whole tract ¢f country
through which ifiis to traverse. He was
the guest of Mr. Liee, the Acting District
Judge, during the two days he remained
here, On Monday the 26th Ultimo, he
visited the Jaffna Kachcherri and exa-
mined the Railway Map prepared by Mr.
Twynam for the Northern Railway Com-
mission. On Tuesday he drove down
with Mr. Horsburgh to Kangesanturai
where he met Mr. Twynam. Returning
about 1 P. M., Mr. Waring puaid another
visit to the Kachcherri and made referen-
ces to the Keports and Papers on the
Jaffna Railway. He examined the Upaar
and Puthankali Bridges. He also made a
survey of the land lying to the North of
the Jaffna K, N. 8. Hospital and it is be-
lieved that he thinks that to be the best
gite for the large buildings that would have
to ke orected at the Jaffha terminus: Of
his views nothing definite is known. The
Jaffna Railway Committee missed the
chance of seeing Mr, Waring and inter-
viewing him on the subject of his impor-
tant vieit, partly because their Chairman
Mr. Morrison was seriously indigposed
early in the week and partly because Mr,
Waring left Jaffna sooner than they ex-
pected.—Cor.

Mr. Twynam, the Government Agent,
starting from Pesalai ina native vessel,
landed on the 24th Inst. at Delft, which
he found looking delightfully green and
where he remained nearly two dl}ys. ing-
pecting the l.1cn-eo-breedin%l establishment
and ditributing among the poor people
alarge balance of tho rice sent fihero
several months ago for the purpose of
aiding thosein distress who were willing
to bo employed on velief works. Ha reach=

regards the mission of Lord Roberts to the

od Kangesanturaion the26thInst and

o

made a trial of the new lamp which he
had brought from Colombo for the beacon
there. He returned to Jaffna on the 27th
Inst. aftor an absende of six weeks,

Mpy. Mac Bride, the Director of Public
Works, has beon here duripg the weok
lnspecting several of the works in progrésé
in the disbrict, under the supervision of
his Department. He has visited almogt
all the principal stations, including the
Islands, staying longer in fach and s%eing
more of the peninsula than during many
a previous visit,—Clor, 2

Mr. Hotsbungh, Office Assistant to the
Government Agent N. P, is to leave this
for Colombo on the 16th Inst. to present
himself for the 2nd Civil Service Bxami-
nation, and it is believed that he will not
return to his duties here in the event of
his passing the examination.—Cor.,

A Bank for Jaftna.—The want of a
ban'k for Jaffna is muci felt, by traders
capitalists and business then, especially af-
ter they have been s¢ long accustomed ' to
Phe facilities afforded by the defunct0.B.C,
Those most experienced in Banking tmat-
ters ave of opinion that the National Bank
of India will best meet the requirements
of Jafina, and the leading local residents
have accordingly singed and forwarded a
aletter to the Manager in Colombo, asking
him to use his inflaence with the autho-
rities of his Bank to have'a branch opened
in Jaflna.—Cor.

The accused in the Mathagal riot casa

have been released on bail, pending the .

decision ofthe Supreme Court. Cor,

Uplands. The Government Agent of the.

Western Province, Mr. Dawson notifies
in the Gazette that he hasbeen directed
by the Governor in Executive Council,
in terms of the sixth section of the Land
Acquisition Ordinance of 1876 to fake
order for the acquisition of Uplands for
extending the worksand*buildings con-
nected with the Harbonr of Colombo and
to require all persons intercsted in the
aforesaid land to’ appear. before bim
personally or by Agent on the 18th Inst.
at the Colombo Kachcherri, to state their
interests 1 the land and their clgims to
compensation for such thteresgs.

Other lands. Including Uplands which
is26 acres in® extent, the Government
has taken the necessary steps to acquire
45 acres of land for public purposes
within the Municipality of Colombo.

Sir E. Noel Walker’s leave expireson
the 30th Inst. As soon as Sir Edward
arrives, Mr. A. Bailey, acting’ Auditor-
General leaves the Island on one year’s
leave.

Mryr. C. A. Fernando,the Tamil lnterpre~
ter Mudalyar of the Kandy District Court
has, we regret to learn from a contempo-
rary, committed suicide by throwing him-

the rural population in all parts of the district

be Government Aget, Mr, £, M. D, Bryde
left on the 19th for Kalmunai and the sonth.
ern parts of the district,—24th Sept,—Cor.

10 GOLOMEO AND BACK.
(Continued from our issue of the 17th inst.)

I never shall forget my first drive in Colambo*
We went at a good pace, with our borsekeeper;
o dark fellow in white, with red turhan sash,
Sittlug at the rear of the carriage and shouring
at the top of his voice to clear the road, . First
we went through the town with its streets at that
time in theeevening swarming with people of
all kigds; how we escaped running over them
I don’t kuow, for they uever move out of the
road till you are vearly on them; then we went
on to the Galle Fuce, which is a pretty green
with a race-course and a broad carriage drive in
front of the sea; a favourite spot with all the
Colombo people in, the cool of the evening,
though wlen we got there it was getting late
and the place was nearly deserted. The rest of

,our drive was abuut a coaple of miles along a
road with beautiful tall palm-trees on either side,
with hondreds of little fire-flies flitting abont
\liﬁ tiny stars in the now gathering darkness,
LBE next day we drove throngh the native part
of the town, The streets were lined with huts -
of mud and bamboo walls, roofed With taliipot
palm leaves, or else with small wooden files.
T'bey have no windows, but are quite oper
to the road all day, and at night the ownersjusc
put up some boards in frout, or stretch some
cocoanut matting across, and all crowa together
and sleep on the ats on the mud floor. Tuey
look horribly - dirty, and the “perfume” is moust
disagreeable, bat at every corner and doorway
one saw some pictutesque group cf people in
strange costpme. Most of the hovels were shops
of one kicd-or another, and bad a great display
of froits, vegetables, curry stuffs, bright cotton
cloths, earthenware and brase chatties, and pots
and paos of all kinds and colvurs spread on a
low counter; the owner was generally to be seen
squatting iu the midst of his goods, chewing
beatel leaf and arecunut. . I saw numbers of
Tamils as I went into Colombo that mor-
‘ning,. squatting by the side of the road with
their heads bent down to.their kneeg wbile ano-
ther mau, squatting opposite, shaved t! em.  Per-
haps 1 should say that mest of the Tawmils em-
ployed as coolies in Colembo and Kandy are
not natives of the islaod, but come over from
the coast of JIadia iu search of work. One
street of the Pettab is fuil of temples, one or
two of them very handsume buildings outside,
but I did not go into any of them. As we pass-
ed thiem in the evening after dark we coald ste
thie inside, all )it up with strings of coloured
lamps aad- ornameuted with festoons of flow-
ere, and there was usually a great noise of tom-
tom beating, They always beat tom-tdms a,ugi
blow trumpets made of shells when any religi-
ous ceremony is going on.

There are some large cinnamov gardens in_
Colombo, but they were not.very beautiful to
look at and there we found no spicy breezes.
Talking of the cinnamon gardens, 1 am remiund-
ed of a joke I heurd once played on sowe pus-

self into the Kandy lake. The d 1
was over 30 years in Government service.

Mr. J. B. Cull, Directoc of Public Iu-
struction has beéen appointed a Manager
of the Association of the Public Officers
of the Crown in Ceylon for the purposes
of Mutual Guarantee for the year ending
June 30th I892 in the room of Mr, R.D.
Ormsby resigned.

The Oblatesin Africa. A New Prefec~
tare Apostolic has been erected in German Afri-
ca.Itis called the Prefecture of Lower Cambebasy
and 1is entrusted to the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate, who are already in charge
of two Vicariates and one . Prefecture Apos-.
tolic in Africa, namely the Vicariate Apostolic
of Natal (Bishop Jolivet, O. M. L.,) und of the
Free State of Orange(Bishop Gaughran,0.M,I.)
and the Prefecture Apostolic of Transvaal, We
learn also from the Mission Catholiques that
Bechuanaland has been added toghe Vicariate
of the Free State of Orange. 8

BATTICALOA. -

Lieutenant Allen and the company of Volun-
teers who went to Colombo have returned by the
Lady Gordon, Mr, Armitage, Forester has gone
to Trincomalie. »

Our Shroff Mudalyar's brother, who £ now
our Salt Kanakapillai goes to Trincomalie in
October next as Shroff of one of the offices at
that station and his place here, it is ourrelgtly
reported, is to be given to Mr. Charles Ponnigh,
a son-in-law of the late Dr. Coviogton.

The Shamrock, our Linke Steamer is not run=

ning now, owing probably to the leakage of the |

“Boiler pipes.” i
The child of a Police Constable has died of
enting some slaked lime or chunnam, probably
being left to its own cave, ’
The harsh mensure by which Chena cultiva-
tion hns been prevented during the coming sea-
gon i8 gure to bring distress on the great mass of

g by the captain of a that was
coming out from Europe. You know thatquao-
titiee of cinnamon, coves and different spices
are grown in ourisland and have often heard
it called the “Spicy Isle’, Well, some people say
that long before you see this island, you kuow
you are nearing it by the scent of spice iu toe
air, if the wind happens to blow iu the direction
of the ship, though L never met any one who
could honestly say they had smejt it. When
they got towards Oeylon, some of the passengers
came to the captain to beg he would fet them
know when they might expecc,bo“smau‘the
‘Spicy breezes, as they would not misssuch a
wonderful experience for worlds; they would
rather sit ap all night thau not get the very
first whiff, Tbe captain had Lad a good mauy
imposssble questious put to him on the voyage
and thoughu that be would have a mild revenge,
£o when eyery one had gone dowu to tiffen,
be bad soﬁ'a_very strong oil of cloves just rub-
bed along the ruil on deck, and then quietly
went down, Presently he told some vf the pas-
seugers that be thought they wera oW about
the right longitnde and latitude to begin to .
awell the splcy breezes. The news was passed -
down the tables instautly, ‘“The cnpui,zlx.
thiuks we shull soon smell the “Spicy I8!
And when they went up on deck &
enough there was & faiut smell of .
“How wonderful ! “Cau it really be the !
of Ceylon ?” “I can swell cloves distin
““How delicious!” **What a thing to uult€
var friendgl” They will bardly be
How that Captain must have chu
listened from hi: nd
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THEJAFFNA CATHOLIC GUARDIAN, OQCTOBER 1sr. 1892.
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LAGE SANITATION.

i va : r
I ¢ a full summary, in our
issue of the 23rd. July last, of the
Small Towns Sanitary Ordinance,
‘the draft of which had just then
appesred in the Government Gazette,
we expressed our opinion that 1t was
an Oppressive measure; a,nfl we made
" the following remarks with regard

'to its probable introduction into

Jaffna, in the event of its becoming

law.

';,v» “All thnf the Ordinance specifies as

competent for the Board to do, is to be
‘done on the paramonunt plea of protect-
ing the public health; but the expenditure,
it appears, is to be borne by particular
individuals, and not by,she general pub-
lic. The question therefore arisesas to
the objects and purposes for which the
sanitary rate is to be unposed, but of
«" which no mention is made in any clauce
of the Ordimange. The sanitary rate is
nct to exceed four per cent ; but as much
as this may be levied, urrd in a localiby
like Jaffna where there is a Police Force
and where it is to_be levied on all houses
. and buildings and on all lands and tene-
wments which are already paying five
_per cent on their yearly mei value, the
" proposed ‘taxation cannotbus be viewed
with universal disfavour. In Juffna in
ticular, the Police tax hasbeen long
and loudly complained of as partaking
of the nature of an oppressive land tax
on a circumscribed area. ‘I'he poverty
of Jaffna has been successfully gjeaded
as a formidable objection to the Local
Board, system of initial self-govern-
. ment and any fresh direct tux isto be
- strongly deprecated.” - e
At the sitting of the Legislative
Council held on the 21st- Inst. the
second reading of this new Samitary
Bill was carried by all the officials
voting together, presumably at the
command of the Governor, in teeth

of the united opposition of the re.’

presentatives of the people, with
the solitary exception of the so-
_called unofficial Member represen-
ing the Kandyans, who, as a paid
servant of the Crown, must be re-
garded as an official having pro-
bably no more liberty than any
other official to vote = according
to his honest convictions.

The unofficials present spoke ‘en-
ergetically against the Bill, con-
deming it as a superfluous, med-
dlesome and oppressive piece of §y-

- gislation. Mr. Rama Nathan, in a
long speech, showed very conclu-
sively that for all the purposes con-

* templated by the new Bill, the
existing Ordinances were amply
sufficient, of which there are no
fewer than five-viz:—the Nuisances
Ordinance of 1862, the Local Boards
Ordinance of 1876, the Ordinance
No. 9. of 1887 empowering the Goy-
ernor to bring any town within the
operation of the Local Boards Ordin-
ance, the 14th. Chapter of the Penal
Code and the Village Communities
Ordiance of 1889 which is now in
forcein 700 villages. Legislation has
of late been very much overdone;
and & leading centemporary Jjustly
remarks that “if Sir John Phear
could once more visit the Island, he
would mosb certainly reiterate and
emphasise his denunciation of the
administration of the colony asg law.
and-lawyer.ridden to an enormous
extent.”

The proposed Bill, as ob.
served by the Tamil Member, will
apply to three classes of places—
(1) to large localitios such as Jaffna
and Moratuwa which have wisely re.
fused to be governed by TLocal
Boards on the ground of their doing
more harm than good, (2) to the
planting districts where the large
Indian cooly population reside, and
(3)to villages over ten acres in extent
whichare not within' the purview
of the Village Communities Ordin.
ance. Now all these places, occu-
pied by poor people, cover a con-
siderable area; and Mr. Ramy Na.

- plantations.

than was porfectly right in saying

.| that there could pe no doubt about

this Bill imposing a very general
land tax for such trumpery®and
trifling purposes as the removal of
rubbish, the deposit of filth, the
inspection of latrines, drains and
tanks and of huts or hotses in a
dangerous or dilapidated condition,
for which ample provision has been
anade in the five Ordinances already
enacted during the last 30 years.
Dr. Anthonisz in supporting his
Tamil colleague and opposing the
proposed Sanitary rate as a direct,
unjust and oppressive tax on poor
helpless villagers, made use of the

with special force to Jaffna,

Cholera was unknown in this Island,
as fur as we know, at the time of the
Sinhalese rule, nor at the Portuguese
occupation of the country, nor during
the Dufeh administration, nor during
the early British occapation, urtil Tamil
laboar was got from India to the coffee
Inasmuch as Government
encourage immigration and protect im-
migrant Tamil coolics, and as they intro-
duce the disease, it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to pay the cost of sanitation in
villages from the geneval revenue to pre-
vent cholera taking hold in the villages
and the villagers should not be taxed for
this, Whatdirect benefit do the villagers
gob/ from theintroduction of Tamil la-
bour ? ¢« The Tamil labourer cheapens
labour to help to grow products for the
markets of Europe and to increase the
revenns of ghe country: and when his
work is doMe he returns to India to
spend his savings, a®d what he does to
his fellow labourers of the country is to
bring disease, misery aud premature
death. ‘I therefore think that, as the
colony is much benefited by Tamil labour,
the sauitation in villages should be car-
ried out at the public expouse ‘rom the
general revenue as in the case of irri-
gation.”

Messrs Mitchell and Grinlinton,
the European Members, urged upon
the Council the expediency of with-
drawing the Bill. Mr. Abdul Rahi-
man thought that it was too soon to
convert the small villages into
something like municipalities- Mr.
Sineveratna observed that the pro-
posed Ordinance would prove a very
oppressive and needless one, that
the Government Agents had already
power enough to remove nuisances
and maintain.the villages in a sa-
nitary condition and that the Crimin-
al law had made sufficient provision
to ®arry outeall the objects contem-
plate®by the new Bill,

The people of Jaffna cannot but
view with alarm the passing of this
Bill. In addition to -the five Ordi-
ances above referred to, which make
ample provision for effective sani-
tation, there is one more for Jaffna,
the Markets Ordinance specially
framed for the Northern Province,
chiefly on the ground that funds
were urgently wanted for purposes
of public sanitation. It cannot be
denied that there are already too
many laws for enforcing sanitation
in Jaffna.

The new Bill, if passed, will affect

the people of Jaffna far more than
those of any other part of the Island.
It is primarily intended for large
villages, and of such villages
the Jaffna district has a much
larger number than any other
district, and what ismore remark-
able still, all the other districts of
the Island, This is clear from the
following extract from Mr. Loe’s
Census Report.
. “Of the total number of villages hay-
ing over 1000 inhabitants, Jaffna had
100, Colombo 43, Matara 41, Kalutara 29,
and Batticaloa 26 each- Of villuges of
over 3,000 inhabitants Jaffna had 21, Bag-
ticaloa 7, Matara 3, and Colombo 1, 1I”

Ip thus follows that, if it were
degided to bring every villago of
over 3,000 inhabitants within tho
operation of the new Bill, thore
would be 21 villages taxed in Jaffna
Palone, while throughout the rest of
Ceylon there would be only half
that number, The villagers of Jaffna
are comparatively very poor people
and a tax of four per cent, which

is sure to doublo itself in the pro-
cess of recovery, would be regarded

following argument which applies !
| comparison is on many obvious

as an intolerable burden.

Our contemporaries, with one ex-
ception, we note, have written in
condemnation of tho measure. The
Observer whose anti-native proclivi-
ties are quite as violent as his
ultra-Protestant ones, observes that,
as the residents of the metropolis
pay a consolidated rate on property
of 11 per c¢ent, sympathy is
thrown away on poor remote vil-
lagers who are liable to pay 4 per
cent by the new Bill. The Observer
ought to know that as a citizen of
Colombo he enjoys facilities and
comforts such as water supply, gas-
light etc. of which the villager re-
mote from towns has no idea. The

grounds most unfair; and we main-
tain that a direct tax of four per
cent in addition to what is already
imposed in the way of taxation
would bea very great hardship in
the case'of the village populations
of the Island in general and of
the Peninsula in particular.
.

THE MDUCATIONAL REPORT
FOR 1891.

A new ‘and interesting feature in
Mr. Cull’s Report on Public Instruc-
tion daring the past year is the Edu-
cational Chart which accompanies it.
This chart shows the state of educa-
tion in the several districts and pro-
vinces of the Island. By far the lar-
gest area on the chart is left uncoloar-
ed to indicate that throughout this
area the attendance of school-going
children is under & per cent. In thiyg
area lie the whole of the North-Cen-
tral, Central, Uva and Sabaragamuwa
Provinces,the whole of the Puttalam and
Kurunegalla districts of the North Wes-
tern Province and nearly the whole
of the Northern, Eastern and Sou‘hern
Provinces. The areas marked brown
are the entire Chilaw District of
the North Western Province, the Wes-
tern Province excepting Salpiti Korale,
Matara, Wellabodda and Wellawitta
in the Southern Province, the towns
and suburbs of Batticaloa and Trinco-
malie in the Eastern Province, and the
Jaffna peniosula excepticg the Tenmi-
radchi and Pachchillapalli dvisicns.
These places havean attendance of bet-
ween 5 and 10 per ceut. The yellow
spots on the map areJaffna, Salpiti,
Galle, Batticaloa and Trincomalie, re-
presenting an attendance of between 10
and 20 per cent. There is only one
district or rather division coloured
green. This is Pachchillapalli in the
peninsula of Jaffna, which abounds
in cocoanut estates and palmirah
groves, but which, though not largely
populated,is,we are told, unusaally wel 1
provided with schools.Mr. Cull observes
as follows:

“Thefigures for the whole of the Is-
land thus show an average of5.1. For
Scotland, one of the most educated coun-
tries in the Western World, the latest
figures give a return ofalmost 14 per~
cent. i. e, one in seven, a result for Cey-
lon hardly unsatisfactory when it is
remembered that undev the Scotch Code
of 1872 education is compulsory.”

The recognised test of higher edu-
cation as well “as the measnre of
school ambition and training” is the
Cambridge Local Examinations, on the
results of which is awarded the Uni-

versity scholdrship as well as the
triennial prize of the Gilchrist trust.
The Local Examinations were held

for the first time in Ceylon, in 1860,
we believe, by Mr. (now Sir) Walter
Sendall. They had nuching whatever
to do with the Cambridge Syndicate
and were at best an imitation of those:
stacted by that University body. In,
1880 Sir Charles Bruco abolished the
examinations commenced by Sir
Walter Sendall on the ground that they
had no prestige and introduced the
Cambridge Looal Exawminations, as they
ure now held. Thess examinations
have become increasingly popular with
the Schools and Colleges of the Island
from year to year. In 1880, only 22, can-
didates, inclading seniors and juniors
boys and girls, presented themselves.
In'1891 there were as many as 253
candidates who competed for these
examinations. Mr. Cull writes:—

Two main foabures present themselves

‘with vegurd to this examination; first

that the Ceylon cenirs is the gecond

largest now in the United Kingdom; and
that it is successfully so, the above list
(i. e. the onefor 1891) shows; second,that
in the last examination it is encouraging
to note the successes that have been won
bywandidates from centres hitherto com-
paratively not to the front. A student,
for instance, this yearfrom 8t. Patrick’s
College, Jafina, obtains distinction in
mathematics; another; student from the
same College obtains), distinction in the
senior list in Latin. Panadure Girls’ High
school ®bntributes two passed students
among the Seniors- The Good Shepherd
Convent, Kotahena (under the Catholics)
shares with Bishop’s College, Colombo,
(under the Protestants)the distinction of
carrying off wquales the firet position
among thejunior girls in the examin-
ation.

CORRESPONDENCE

(G We donot hold ourselves answer-
able for correspondent’s opinion.

.
THE MANTAIL ADIGARSHIP.
Maunar 23rd Sept. 1892.
To the Editor J. C. “Guardian”
Sir.
I\’lever was there such an instance of mal-ad
ministration as it is vow my painful duty to ex-
pose iu this remote corner of the Northerns Pro-
vince. With reference to the Mautai Adigarship,
the public expectation has been that, in view of
the strong aund special claims of Mr. Philip
Venderkoen, the appuintment would be cou-
fecred on him. His relations,—tather, father
-in-layg, and graod-father,—bave held this
post in succession. Mr. Philip also holds a
permaneut post as the Udayar of Mantai North
and acts at presegt as Adigar of Mautai since
the time his father-iu-law was appointed the
Government Storekeeper, Manaar. 15 is also
o0 be mentioned - here that Mr. Philip is one
of the applicants for the post.

Now, Mr, Editor, it secms to me very strange
that the Governmeut Agent of the North, com-
ingn a harry from tue Darbar to Maonar via
Paumben, snould recomwmend Mr, Vraspillai,
late Secretary of the Mannar Courts and now
Secratary of the Trincomalie Courts in recepit
of a salary of Rs. 1440 per aunum, for the
Mantai Adigarsnip which would entitle him,

only Rs. 240 per anvum ! Mr, Vraspillai,

the Government kuoows @ell, has been 20
years in service in Mannar. Several timnes he
retused outstation promotions, At last Gov-
ernment iusisted on his going to Trincomalie
where ‘he went with the greatest reluctance in
December last. Mr. Vraspillai, I am credibly
informed, was not an applicant ; and in re.
commending him for the post of Mantai Adi-
gar unsolicited, the Goveruwment Agent seems
1o have consulted his stay-at-home propesusity
more than the views and wishes of the whole
population of the Mantaipattu who are greatly
digsatisfied at this high-uanded proceeding. Mr.
Vrasspillai bas been all Lis life a Post Master
anda C.erk and it is really too late in the
day to make him a principal Headmsn,

Mantai and Musaly are. adjoinicg divisions,
Mr. Seemampillai whois Mr, Vrasspiilar's bro-
ther-in-law and who belongs to the same
class is the adigar of Musaly, possessing
great inflaence, and this 1 suppose, is Mr, Vras-
pillai’s claim. Nor has Mr, Vallipuram, the
Udayar of Mannar East, whko also belongs
to Mr. Seemampillai’s community and wio
is oue ot the applicants for the post, & better
claim for the appointment, though he has seen
some service as a minor headwan, Perhaps,the
desire—a by no meaus ‘commendable desire-—
of our Rajau of the North, is to vest those men
who ‘ate all of one commuuity avd of one
blood, with all the powers Leisable to confer
by giving them all the chief appointments in
his gift. e ought however to kuow that
his clear duty isto hold the balauce evenly
betweeo competing interests, 3,

Yours truly

JUSTICE.

“CHRISTIANS IN CEYLON."

’ Navaly, 29th Sept. 1892,
To‘(ha Editor, Jaffna Catholic Guardian.

ir,

My attention bas been ealled to an article
entitled as above, which appeared in your
issue of the 24th Inst. and sigued by one A,
R, of Manipny. .

I do not wish to enter into any contro-
versy on the subject, but it is my duty as the
Pastor of the caurch to which ~the veteran
Journalist referred to by him beloogs, to cor-
rect u wisrepresentation,made by the said corres-
pondent. The marriage in question was a
Olristian marriage, and as such was selemoiz—
ed in the American Mission Church at Navaly
1 myself beiug one of the miuisters who Louk'
part in the solemnization, No Hiudu rites or

ceremonies whatsoever  were performed iu
convection therewith. The member of the
pbotograpber’s family referred to by your

correspondent, is a Christian and a member
of oar charch.
Trusting that you will kindy j i
! 1sert
your next issue, ¥ o
. 1 remain,
Sir,
¥ours very traly
SaM, VERRARATTY,

Pastor, N
[Nore By Epmmor. We leuv:vlllfrctloutch'
poudent A. R, to deal with tlliuletler] i
i Printed and publisheq for the Px:ou
lCle(l)xrl!’y | Andrew af S Joaeph;’)s
atholic Press, Catholig Mission Pre

miges, Jaffna.
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