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PROBLEM OF JOBS
Why are there no Siatlstlcs‘P

MINISTERS

HAN DICAPPED

BY INEFFICIENT
DEPARTMENTS

By

THE Minister for Labour, Mr.
T. B. Jayah, has turned his
attention to the top-priority
problem of finding jobg {or the
unemployed. A top-level con-
ference was held last week at
e Prime Minister's Office to
dlscuss the matter. It was
‘that the Labour Department had
no authoritative statistics to offer. The
of the problem coulg not be
gauged with any accuracy. The Prime
Minister suggested the formation of an
“action Committee’” but thig Commit-
tee cannot go ahead until there is "a

“igize’”

proper ‘‘survey’’ of the situation. Only

now, I hear, is there to be a ward to

ward check up in Colombo,

Why did the Department of Labour
with a top-level Civil Servant as Per-
mament, Secretary,
for Prime Ministerial direction? What
was Mr, Lanktree doing?
explanation due to the head of
public service from highly paid public
servants as to why they have not done
their job of work? Why should the
Government, take the blame that the
public lays on it when the blame real-
ly belongs to these top men in  the
Civil Service? Why can't a few of
them be sacked for their sing of omis-
sion?

wait all thig time

Is there no
the

These are questions the public can
ask and do ask in trains, buses and
in every market
question means a potential loss of a
hundred votes at the next
The accumulation of thousands of such
questions wil] mean the party’s com-
plete eclipse. Already one year has
gone and the elections are not so far
away.

place. Each sucn

elections.

We know now that Ministers are

- severely handicapped by the inefficiency
of many of the Departmentss There

is no initiative in mosy  quarters.

*In fact there are some Civil Servants

Who honestly believe (and have seid in

A Special Correspondent

Mr.

M. D. Banda

writing) that Ministry offices must not
initiate anything but must only consider
proposals put up by the Departments
under them. A most  comflortable
arrangement I dare say. But let the
Cabinet tell such comfort loving folk
to get the hell out of Government, This
country’s revenue is in great measure
spent on public
either

service salaries and
full value must be obtained for
that expenditure or that money chould
be kept for something more profitable.

() * ®
It is being strongly urged'that the
‘‘action”” Committee is not enough.
What is required is a higher-level sub-
Committee of the Cabinet with the
Minister for Labour as Chairman.

Mr. M. D, Banda, the newly ap-
pointed Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Labour, who was inter-
viewed on this proposition agreed that
the problem wag big enough to warrant
such a step.

Mr, A, E. Goonesinha, the former
Parliamentary Secretary produced some
action andg work was found by the
Minister for Transport, for nearly 2,000
people.  After that the Department of
Labour went to sleep until Mr, Jayah
woke it up.

M.
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At last, science comes to the aid of the housewife—
with SKIP, the wonderful new house polish. Improved

K. Watan,
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1 have never
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efficient

M. Fraser,
Rutherglen.

6 oz. 1
Rs. 1.35

with Abril, ‘the magic wax,” and containing

SKIP does every polishing job in the home more quickly
and more easily than you ever thought possible.
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PBRITAIN'S interest in Malaya

goes back to 1786, when
.Pen.ang was leased from Kedah
te become, eventually, along
with Malacca and Singapore,
one of the three Straits Settle-
ments, But it is only seventy-three
years since the British, with extreme
reluctance, entered the Malay States
at the request of Chinese traders in

those adjacent Settlements.

At that time, not only was there no
co-operation between the nine States
now federated, but anarchy and mis-
rule were rampant. Slavery was an
immemorial part of the established
order. As in mediaeval Christendom,
none but the follo—wers of the State
religion enjoyed civﬂ rights. In most
of the Sta'tes, succession 'to the several
thrones was invariably dispufed, and

such disputes led to civil war.

In Perak and Selangor, the Malay
chiefg could not control the unruly
Chinese mining factions. The popula-

tioh wag sparse and revenue negligible;
there were no roads, railways, schools.

or preventive *medicine.  Under the

British, thodern goverhment  quickly
forged ahead. By 1896, 'f.he_wpur Malay
States then under British' _»{)rotection

were federated. 3

But no more Malay territory — came
under CGreat Britain until ‘1909 when
Siam t‘ransferred to us control over

four of the five States now, for the
first - time, added to the original Fede-
ration. Angd in 1914 rubber haq made
the administration of the other one,
i Sultan

British

Johore, so complex that the
asked for British advice and

officials.

A Malaya, hardly bigger than Eng-
land, without Wales,
World War, cut up into seven separafe

was before the

units; the Crown Colony of the Straits
Settlements, the old Federation of four
States, and five separate unfederated
States. This constitutional framework
wag 'clumsy. though roads and railways,
postal and other services that ignored
States boundaries, bore witness to its

practicability, And figures talked.

In 1900, the revenue of the Colony
and of the Federated Malay States were
each under £1,000,000. In 1937, the
revenue of the Colony wag £4,000,000,

‘ nies together.

Lettered (Etched) to suit all requirements of Municipalities
and Urban Councils

BOUSTEADS

( Engineers &
Contractors

LTD.
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. BACKGROUND TO MALAYA

that of the old Federation £8,750,000.
and that of the Unfederated States just
over £5,000,000. By 1926,
trade soared to £264,000,000, or
than that of all the other British Colo-
In 1938, a more normsl

Malaya's

more

than
than

year, Malaya's trade, of more
£121,000,000 amounted to more
the trade of New Zealand, more than
that of the seventeen British Colonies
in Africa, and more than half the tradc

of the Indian Empire.

© * ®

VPHEN came the Japanese inva-
sion. Whitehall was quick to

realise that economy of administration
should follow the extravagance of war,
and, above all, that some form of unity
for Malaya and its many races was
imperative, if the country was ever to

be able to enjoy self-government.

Unfortunately, action was precipitate,
and at once led to a storm of protest,
for before they coulq recover from' the
shock of Japanese invasion, the Sultans
had a treaty of union thrust upon them,
under which the Malaya' of the imme-
diate future would have been practic-
ally reduced toethe status of a Colony.
For the Malays, this error in diplomacy
was a blessing in disguise’ awakening
in them an ardent political sense.

Thé Sultans and their Malay subiects
refused to sit on councils and boards.
But, still to the credit of severa] gene-
rations of British officials, the Malays

even at this juncture hardly suspected

any sinister intention, and recognised
that someone had blundered. And to
the eternal credit of His Majesty’s

Government, when it saw' there had
been a blunder, it took immediate steps
to mend it. The abrogation of the
detested union is evidence of itg honesty

ang its moral courage.

e * ®
NOW that the new TFederation
exists, the Malay States will
not have a Governor acting under the
King’s jurisdiction but, as before the
war  a High Commissioner who, as well
ag representing His Majesty. will act
on the authority of the Rulers in Coun-
cil, a change momentous in principle.
Once more Malay Rulers will exercise
their prerogative of Mmercy, ang regain
their right of ratifying laws. Every
State will now have a Malay President
for its State Council, and an Executive
Council, composed of members of the
leading nationalities.

The central governments of the new
Federation is to be strong. The most
important legislative body will be a
Federal Legislative Council to pass laws
common to all the States, and to pre-
serve the uniformity that is essential to
the convenience of the public and the

smooth processg of governmeny,

The President of this Federal Coun-

cif will be the British High Commis-

V
But there will be an unofficial
will

gioner.
majority—and Malay °unofficials
have a bare majority over the total un-
official representatives of other races.
Thig will be of incalculable importance
to the Malays in any matter like alien
immigrati(ﬂ:, if determnation of policy
is left to the vote of the unofficials.

A striking innovation ig the creatl.o'g,

of a type of citizenship hitherto un-
known to jurisprudence, Briéﬂy, there
is to be Malayan citizenship without loss
of nationality. A Chinese or Indian or
Russian national, if he has lived in
Malaya for a term of years and made it
his home, can become a citizen, ac-
quire electoral

rights and sit on

Malaya’s Councils.

2 * 9
THIS is one of the several
innovations that have excited
and will continue to excite criticism.
When Whitehal] repenteq of the union,
its fair-minded attempt to collect from
inevitably leg to int,er-r;cial antagon-
inevitably led to inter-racial antogon-

isms unknown before the war. ,

There is strong feeling among locally-
born Chénese that Singapore should not
remain a colony separate from the Fede-
ration. For sentimental or economic
reasons, some Malays also would favour
its inclusion, but the majority f the
addition of a million Chinese inhabi~
tants to the future electorate of the
Malay States.

Now the figures of the recent census
are available, it is foung that the
Malays are just under 44 per cent. of
the total population and the

just over 38 per cent.

Chinese
On account of
their large numbers, the Chinese espe-
cially criticise the recognition by the
British Government that Malays “cer-
tainly form an absolute majority among
those in the country who regarq Malaya
as their permanent home and the
object of their loyalty."

© * ©

ACTUALLY, it is only at  the
eleventh hour the  British

have realised that to force immigrants
on the Malays until foreigners become
a majority is, as Lord Swinton said
recently of Palestine, against all the
laws of. international morality, the test
being whether we should like it fo hap-
pen to ourselves.'' Whatever the future
brings, the Chinese of Malaya have the
abundant, consolation that its commerce
is pre-eminently theirs, without leg or

hindrance.

Anyhow, the new Federation is not
unalterable. Time and experience are
bound to lead to adjustments. Mean-
while, by the unprejudiced, it will be
hailed a5 a genuine attempt to meet
difficult®s unavoidable in a community
of mixed races and irreconcilable reli-

gions and ideals, Q
N
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RETURN TO REASON .
. Local Bodies and L. G. S. C.

By Nandalal

E are ‘eomforting signs

that the dispute between

- the Municipal Councils, chiefly,
and the Minister for Health

™., and Local Administration on

the constitution and composi-
tion of Loca] Government Ser-
vices’ Commission will not
degenerate into a desperate dead-
lock. Second thoughts, generally
considered to be superior to their
impulsively procreated predecessors,
seem to be prevailing over the modi-
fications Mr. S. W. R, D. Bandara-
naike has offered the Action Com-
mittee. Some Councillors fear they
are being stampeded into action. Seve-
ral have submitted motions which advo-
cate a position less extreme than the
total abolition of the L.G.S.C.

The controversy. once the dust of pas-
sion has subsided, should lead to re-
forms in the structure of our local gov-
ernment, especially because thig conflict
has drawn attention to grievoug defects
in the nature of local affairs,

The controversy, it should be noted,
is chiefly concerned with the question of
appointments to local bodies. When
Mr_ Bandaranaike as Minister for Local
Administration moved, in the last State
Council the Bill for establishing a Local
Government Services Commission, he
declared that he did so precisely because
appointments in the hands of local
bodies had led to much corruption and
jobbery. These had also led to insecu-
rity of tenure for the employees, pro-
motion and increments depended on the
caprice of Chairmen and members,

On this poing Mr. Bandaranaike had
the support of even ' Mr. W_ Daha-
nayake.

It is an unfortunate feature of our
local politics that most memberg are
chiefly concerneq over the question of
appointments. It reflects the lack of
policies angd principles in loca] govern-
ment politicians,

2k ® *

HE reason most members seel

election is for the prestige
attached to the status of -say M.M.C.
or member of an Urban Council. Pos-
sibly, this is a hangover from earlier
ages when the elders, or the leading
members of the village, were chosen to
the Gansabhawa. There is perhaps
the psychological satisfaction of feeling
that one is a leader of one’s community
which drives men to contest seats,

The political manifestos  candidates
issue also indicate that  personality
rather than principle 1s the dominant
factor in loca] affairs. There iy no
outling of their views on the problems
that concern a local body.

On this immature level, in the
absence of anything resembling Party
politics in local affairs, most indivi-
dual memberg have their eyes on the
patronage their position affords them, K A
seat on the Markets and Sanitation
Committee of Municipa] Councils, on
Committees which tackle tenders and
assigns contracts is one heavily sought
after. Such an unedifying spectacle
ag a member of a Municipal Council
shedding tears because a particular ap-
plicant for a stall had not been  suc-
cesstul is a cdondition peculiar to @
country where politics and patronage

_ are taken as interchangeable terms;

When the Local Government Services
Commission was established and most
appointments were taken out of the
hands of loca] bodies many  members
regretted that a medium of consolidat-
ing their positions in their wards, of
enlisting support at future contests
hadebeen depriveq them. This i one

-

of the compelling motives behind the
agitation for the abolition of the
L.G.S.C. made by independent Coun-
cillors.

I have used the term independent
because there is yet another party to
this agitation, operating for reasons
other than the sordiq desire of distri-
buting largesse from the local bodies’
ack-pot, either in the form of posts or
profitable stally and concessions,

* @ *x

F'PHIS other party is the Leftist
group, especially powerfu) in
the Colombo Municipal Council, Their
opposition proceeds from the desire to
limit the authority of the Central Gov-
ernment. Their objection largely is to
the bureaucratic control of the Local
Government “Services by nominees of
the Minister.

In this dispute the trade unions of
Municipal employees have behaved
somewhat contrarily, reflecting in turn
the weakness of our trade union struc-
ture. It would have been noticed that
the various Municipal Employees Unions
took an attitude similar to that faken
by the Councils. Especially wag this so
in Colombo when the Unions are domi-
nated by the Leftist members. This in-
dicates the tendency of submission to
middle class leadership in our unions in
political problems. It is almost a
manifestation of ‘‘boss unionism“—a"
few leaders determining the views of
the mass of members.

‘Where the unions were remote from
Colombo ang the direct leadership of the
Leftists it would.have been seen that
they favbured the retention of  the
L.G.S.C_ as guaranteeing them secu-
rity of tenure, and better conditions of
service. Indeed, a few weeks before
the Action Committee had contacted
the Minister certain employees of the
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia Urban Coun-
cil who had been left out of the
L.G.S.C. were agitating for inclusion
in that service.

It is obvious that the conflict should
not be for an abolition of the L.G.S.C
but rather for a reform of its composi-
tion. Certainly there is a markedly
bureaucratic flavour in its structure to-
day. What should be effected 1s 2
settlement more or less on the lines
suggested by Mr. Bandaranaike., Nomi-
nees of the Municipal and Urban Coun-
cils and of Village Committees should
also be appointed to the L.G.S.C.
Demoecratic control should be extended
to that body too. If such a reform is
effected  agitation to abolish the
L.G.S.C. would subside.

* o

THERE is another issue equally
vital which demand attention.
And that is a reform of the system of
local government in Ceylon, The insti-
tutions which function at present arose
in response to certain historical circum-
stances. These circumstances nave
yielded to new developments and con-
ditions anqg institutions which were
adequate for the needs of other times
are now no longer sufficient for the
problems of the present.

Urban Councils and Municipal Coun-
cils are transplantations of  English
institutions to Ceylon soil. Village
Committees, s as we know them today,
are the revived development of institu-
tions of ancient Ceylon. Both the
foreign body and the native growth have
this in common—they arose in times
when communications were had, when
the central authority could not con-
veniently exercise its power. In such
circumstances many of the functiong of
the central authority devolved on local
agents—which in time evolved into
Municipalities, Urban Councils and Vil-
lage Committees. In the periog of
more or less self-contained communities
such institutiong and organisations had
a very valuable part to play., parochial
though it was, in the national life.

(Continued on page 06)

ENSURE A BALANCED DIET

by including

“GLOBE” Brand
FRESH BUTTER

in your daily menu

Sole

Distributors : —

G. C. ROCHE & Co.,

MALIBAN STREET,
COLOMBO 11.

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. PAINTS DIV.

DLCO:

Duco is acknowledged to be the standout
quality spray paint by re-finishers and car

owners alike.

Stocks are now in the hands

of garages all over the Island.

Agents :— .

BOSANQUET & SKRINE LTD.

P. O. Box 14

COLOMBO

COLOMBO —

C O.LTD.

KANDY G BANDARAWELA
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THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE
COMPANY, LIMITED

COLOMBO

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND.
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED

Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transpori
Departments
Goods cleared through.Customs, and

Forwarded to"any part of
Colombo

Il Delivered at Railway Station for
transmission Up-Country

lll, “Stored in bond to suit the
convenience of owners, or

<

. Placed in a transhipment ware-
house for re-shipment.

- Telephone 2291 Post Box 169
COLOMBO
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UNEMPLOYMENT

THE most pressing and
urgent problem of the day is
that of the nearly fifty thou-
sand able bodied men who are
registereq in the Unemploy-
ment Exchanges of the Island.
It is heartening to observe that
a top level meeting of Ministers
and officials of the Govern-
ment was held in the Prime
Minister’s Office last week to
discuss thig problem. A Com-
mittee consisting of a few Per-
manent, Secretaries ang other
Civil Servants was formed to
take action. We would observe,
however. that this is the wrong
way to handle the situation. It
is the duty of all Permanent
Secretarieg to get on with a job
of work given to each of them
and it is regrettable that they
had to be summoned and given
special instruction to get a
move on. At the same time it
is difficult for a few selected
Permanent Secretaries accuss
tomed as they are to the cl
method of laissez-faire to work
miracles merely because they
fing themselves as members of
a Committee on TUnemplcy-
ment.

It is necessary to have
greater driving power ang we,
therefore, urge that a sub-
Committee of the Cabinet with
a full-time Secretary should he
appointed to take the entire
problem of the unemployment
survey and interim job finding
within its purview. We are re-
minded of the sub-Committee
of the Board of Ministers on
Post-war Problems that func-
tioned for one and a half years
after the end of the war, with
Mr, G, C. S. Corea as its first
Chairman, succeedeq by Mr. J.
L. Kotelawala, The work of
this Committee may have been
forgotten by those who
gathered to discuss the pro-.
blem in the Cabinet office.
That Committee, particularly
under the driving power of Col.
Kotelawala, achieved in one
year what it would take a nor-
mal Committee to achieve in
ten. It had two full-time Sec-
retaries'and g Propaganda Offi-
cer, It had Liaison Officers
whose full-time job it was to
contact various departments at
all levels and to urge the com-
mencement, of employment
finding schemes which had
been laid up during the war
years.

It is only such a Committee
that can get things done, It is
ironical that a Committee
should have been appointed to
“survey” the unemployment
position. This is g dearly
beloved dodge of official minds.
Whenever they have to face a
problem  they take time to
“survey,” it and the surveying
goes on until the problem
assumes gigantic proportions
or has ceased to exist,

“Surveys’ are an invention
of the old colonial Civil Ser-
vice. They surveyed the possi-
bilities of Hydro-Electricity, of
industrialisation,” of agricul-
tural development, of full edu-
cation, but np action was taken
until the elected representa-
tives of the country took mat-
ters into their handg in 1931.

It does not take intelligence
at a Permanent Secretary’s
level to realise that therg is
unemployment in this country.
Any secondary schoolboy will
tell us that. What is neces-
sary is to begin development
schemes which will absorb un-
employment, and for that our
officials must give up their
two-hour lunch intervals, they
must give up the habit of walk-
ing out of their rooms at 4.15
p.m. and walking in next morn-
ing at 10 a.m. If they cannot,
they must get out, The Party
which has been entrusteq with
the responsibility of governing
this country will do well to
appreciate the fact, as it has
been pointeg out-by ug
times, that it has not been
elected by the high officials of
this country, but by the com-
mon people. Every officer we
defend wil] lose us ten thou-
sand votes. These officials
must get on with the job or get
sacked.

FREE EDUCATION

FEw decisiong will make a
greater demand for dispassion-
ate discussion than that on
Free Education. Mr. E. A.
Nugawela, the Minister for
Education, has announceg that
he will extend by two more
years the time given to schools
to make up their mind whether
they will enter the free scheme
or not. The Minister is anxious
that if education is free it
should not be shoddy. The
grievance of the bigger schools
has been that the equipment
grant offered under free edu-
cation is entirely inadequate to
satisfy their needs. The ex-
perience of schools which have
already entered the free
scheme indicate how much
they will have to depend on the
generosity of private benefec-
tors to provide a satisfactory
standard of instruction, For
example, the Report of the
Administration of the Jaffna
Hindu College and affiliated
schools, which have accepted
the “pearl of great price” shows
that the Government grant last
year came to only Rs. 6,000. On
the other hand the science
equipment for Jaffna Hindu
College alone came to Rs. 12,000
and in emoluments to clerks,
peons and other employees the
school paid out Rs, 8,000, These
figures show how much first-
clasg schools will be obliged to
impart” that “carnival educa-
tion” which Mr. Nugawela’s
predecessor in office so often
deplored. Carnivals and fancy
fairs will be needed to supple-
ment a meagre equipment
grant.

Sensible educationalists ap-
preciate the wisdom of giving
grant-in-aid schools more time
for deciding about free educa-
tion, This will be so especially
because the Minister intends o

\

many '

use the period in devising how
he may increase the grant to
schools, There is a certain
amount. of dissatisfaction in
the minds of principalg wiose
schools have already joined the
scheme. These feel that the
reprieve granted to those
schools which have not yet
decided to give free instruction
has its aspect of injustice.
Those who loyally co-operated
with the Government, have

now tp carry on with an insuffi- —

cient allowance, imparting
‘shoddy education” while those

(Continued on page 6)

INSTALLATIONS

The arrival of stocks of

“B. 1. HELSBY
C. M_A.
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&
TUCKERS
ACCESSORIES’

enables us to quote for
NEW INSTALLATIONS &
REWIRING
Note: Estimates will be given
free of charge for work in
any part of the Island.
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350, UNION PLACE,
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()NE can imagine the thrill

which overwhelmed Lenin
when he folmd it possible to
bring about the first. proleta-
rian revolution in the history
of the world. It became pos-
sible only owing to the weakening of
authority through the collapse of
the Russian military machine. 1t
was a time of tragic intensity for the
Russians when they found that they

were expected to fight a strong
enemy with their own ill-equipped
and loosely-knit armies. The revolu-
tionarieg were  working  evervwhere

among the Russian troops and bringing
before them their own forlorn =onditiofi,
the indifference of the Government to
their fate, the weakhess and ‘utility of
the Tsarist regime, and the glorious
opportunity of coming into power them-
selves by supporting the formation of a
government which would place rhem in
a position to determine ‘their own
future. It was a terrible time for Lhe
Russian Army. It was contempora-
neously reported that sometimes two
soldiers had one musket between them.
The situation was approaching chaos
It is not difficult in the circumstances
for men in this desperate position to
turn their minds away from the disas-
trous present to some great future in
which they would live under conditions
which would be not only more tolerable
but in which the power to create an
economic earthly paradise entirely of
their own devising. People would no
longer be subjected ®o a cold and dis-
tant authority. The lands of the rich
would be divided amongst themselyes.
There would be peace ang nlenty and
the happy ordering of all things fo
minister to the happiness of the masses.
It is not surprising that men wio felt
themselves terribly dissatisfied with the

__present should be willing tc rake some

risks for a future which was painted to
them in such desirable colours. T re-
member a story narrated in the “Con-
temporary Review’’ during the early
period of the Russian Revolution show-
ing the ming of a Russian soldter who
was being drawn to the revolution by
one of it agents and propagandists. He
was told that land would be  appor-
tioned amongst all the soldiers but his
mind must have been on the immediate
present. “Of what use is the land fo
us,” he said, /when we are dead. * It
was not difficult to revive hope by any

_king of promise in men who had des-

pair for their daily lot. Lenin realised
that once the army wag subsiantially
won over he hag nothing to fear from
mere political groups. In this he was
entirely right. It was the olq bid for
power the usefuiness and indisnens-
ability of which history is so full | Lenin

. would have been a man of straw with-

out the army. With the army, aiding
not necessarily by interference, but
even by refraining from interference,
he was secure in the expectation of
becoming a successful  revblutionist.
The stage was set for action, though
this action was not to be immediate.
® = [ ]
NCE he had decided on an
agrarian revolution, the older
forms of milg socialism were rudely
brushed aside. Lenin felt he could do
more and do better without the support
of these timid doctrinaries. In his
“Revolution and the State,”” “enin had
indicated the process by which he 'vould
change the state from a capitalist tfo a
purely communist order. Such a pro-
cess wag not present to the mind of Marx
who did not trouble with practical pro-
cesses but only with the creation of
‘combative theories which were fo bhe re-
duced to practice by others who, would
wield the necessary power and would be
men of quick decision and prompt
action. Lenin saw the anarchic ten-
dency of the Marxian doctrine of nosti-
lity to the State and that without the
State the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat would represent only a fumbling
ang dispersed power. In thig matter
Lenin abandoned Marx and was willing
to be guided by Engels wno thought that
the State wag necessary until it WwAas
possible to realise the classless society
which would bring about its automatic
disappearance. The belef of Engels in
this connection is itsell intevesting .

. “wifile the proletariat still needs the

3 .

State,’”” wrote Engels to Bebel in 1875,
“‘it needs it not in the interestg of
freedom, but in order to crush itg oppo-
nents."’ Violence was alwayg fo be the
road to power. The history of a move-
ment demonstrates its own frue cha-
racter. The sentimentg of its origina-
tors and inspirers is an index of its
motives and methods. Everything which
democracy standg for is openly flouted
and indifferently ignoreq by ‘he expo-
nents of revolution. Lenin .nad made
himself equally clear, and Engels found
in him the man of action who was in
many matters his disciple. “A bour-
geois democratic government, ' says
Berdyaev, in describing this asvect of
Leninism, ‘“‘must be destroyed for com-
munism to be realized, and democracy
is unnecessary and harmful after the
triumph of the proletarian revolution
because it is opposed to dictatorship.
Democratic liberties only hinder the
realization of communism and indeed
Lenin did not believe in the reai exist-
ence of democratic liberties, They only
mask the interests of the bourgeoisie
ang its dominance. In bourgeois demo-
cracies also dictatorships exist, = dicta-
torship of capital, of money. In all
this there is incontestably scme truth.
With socialism all democracy will die
out. The preliminary phases ¢f com-
munism cannot give freedom ang equa-
lity. Lenin says this frankly. The
dictatorship of the proletariat will mean
cruel violence and inequality.” Nor
did Lenin believe in the necessary pri-
macy of economics over bolitics in ac-
cordance with the usua] Marxian for-
mula. He sagy that politics must claim
precedence over every other considerae
tion if Russia was to be won for com-
munism. He perfected his own tech-
nique in strict accordance with  Rus-
sian needs. The backwardness of Rus
sia as an industrial country, the very
helplessness of the masses and their in-
ability to understand or resist what was
to happen to them, was exploited by
Lenin with cool and unflinching calcula-
tion to inaugurate communism. Lenin
despised the masses. He used them as
a means to an end. The end is power,
as embodied in the State. Russia is
as far away as possible from the emer-
gence of a classlesg society, It is cer-
tain that the State will always remain.
It will always want more power to en-
sure itg existence. The classlesg society
in which alone the State will be abo-
lished is a figment of the communist
imagination. It is a cruel vnockery of
the helplessness and State-assured ser-
vitude of the Russian masses, o whom
the State will always be'a dominang and
unrelenting master
e #® ®
OOKS of literary criticism are
the order of the day, and the
critical appraisal of literature has be-
come a considerable art. There are
critics who act on theories which are
labelled modern, and which aim at an
analysis of the works of outstanding
writers by an inflexible rersonal code
which ig not acknowledged ag valig by
other critics of different schools but of
equal standing. Authors are boung to
suffer under these differing estimates,
the general reader ig puzzled and dis-
tracted and is thrown back generally on
his own judgment. But there. are cri-
tics whose function is praise and appre-
ciation rather than dissection which
misses the heart-beat of literary work
because it does not treat a book except
as inert and dead material, for the
critical scalpel to do its work upon. It
is refreshing to come upon such a
yolume ag ‘‘POETS AND PUNDITS" by
Hugh E’anson Fausset (COLOMBO
BOOK CENTRE), a Jonathan Cape
publication which shows rich and varied
scholarship, a desire of appreciating
what is genuinely good, and an instinct
for the right judgment on & basis of
almost universally accepted values, The
articles are culled from magazines and
periodicals and represents genuine eri-
tical work done over a period of ten
years. The original essays have heen
revised and enlarged in the light of the
growing experience of the writer, and
we have therefore his ripe judgment on
Tolstoy, Hopkins, Donne, Rilke,
Tagore and a handful of others who
really count in the literature of modern
times, “Reviewing is notoriously a
thankless task,”” the author sgys in his
preface, “and doubtless often deserves
the opprobrium heaped on it by touchy
authors, But it can be a spiritual ad-

/ .

By Quintus Deljlkhan

venture, and one who began to review
books while hé wag still at the univer-
sity and has continued doing so week
by week for twenty-seven years hag per-
haps earneq the right to retrieve g little
of his work from the waste of journal-
istic oblivion." He conceives it to be
his duty to act as a mediator between
the author and the public. and to do
this work with delicacy. Mr, Faussett
has set himself very conscientious stan-
dards by which to gude his course
amidst the masterpieceg of today, and
he can be relied on to do his work with
sympathy and insight and with a sure-
ness of touch which can come only from
long familiarity with the diversitieg of
modern literature, To take an example
of hig treatment of an author with
whose work most of us are familiar, he
thinks that Rabindranath Tagore pos-
sessed a fluency which tended to become
a prolonged sweetness and so had a
cloying effect. He had grace but he
lacked a certain depth because he does
not reflecy any deep inner conflict en-
able him to come to grips with reality
in a high sense. We are in the same
position ag the English reader ag the
poems being written in Bengaeli and

‘WHEN LENIN ABANDONED MARX

being most paraphrased translations,
we must alike necessarily miss peculiar
flavour of the original, with their pfs-
sionate freshness in the early phase of
hig creative art. “But if,” Mr, Faus-
sett says, ‘‘as his verse bhecame more
reflective, it lost some of its radiant
clarity, itg lyric pulse was never dead-
ened by abstract philosophy. There is,
significantly, little develonment in in-
tensity throughout the fifteen hundred

and more songs that he wrote and
there is much repetition of character-
istic moodg and themes. But in-all

the best of them., even when the theme
is nostalgic or the sentiment most flo-
wery, there is a certain sgiritual ecs-
tasy, a frue divination of the beauty
that is changeless within al] change.”
It is undeniable that thig is a fair
sympathetic and understanding estimate
of the work of Tagore. It ig a plea-
sure to read his other appraisals of the
work of men of the most diverse talent,
as he has been at pains to understand
what they intended to convey in their
writings. This is a volume of divers
delights. Mr. Faussett’s knowledge
of the modern literature of many coun-
tries seems copious and inexhaustible.

Genuine Bargains in

SOCKS & HOSE

Here are guaranteed( genuine bargains in men’s
socks and hose.
SOCKS
American silk, elastic tops, in brown,
maroon, blue, grey & black. Sizes: 10 & 104,
: Usual price: 3/50, now 2/50
Morley’s English White Cotton Socks,
All Sizes. Usual price: 1/50, now -/90
HOSE
English woollen khaki hose; ° Blackbird’ -
brand. Sizes: 93—I1I. Usual price: 6/50, now 5/50
Morley’s English All Wool Hose, White,
\ All Sizes. Usual price: 3/75, now 2/75
Boys' Fancy Top Woollen Hose, Grey,
Sizes: 74—93%. Usual price: 4/75, now 3/75

V. P. P. Orders accepted
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GROCERS

WE ALL SHOP

AT

FERNANDOPULLE
BROS.: ...

AND WHERE DO YOU?

- 186-188, FIRST CROSS ST.
(NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION)"
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has been an interval
of two weeks between the
end of the C.T.C. June Meet

g

and the beginning, tomorrow,
of the July Meet, which acts as
a curtain-raiser for August Week.
Judging from the entries for the
July Meet, it is safe to predict that
the forthcoming August Meet will
set up news all-time records.

Taken by and large, the features of
the July entries are the re-appearance
of last year's thoroughbred and Arab
champions, Kunj Lata and Scarlet, and
the debut of the well-bred Contradiction
in the Black Buck Stakes.

I understang that Kunj Lata is now
fully recovered from the slight sore-
ness in his hoof, which made him a bit
off colour in Bombay, and that he will
be given two races next month. He is
due to run in the Mordennis Stakes over
5 furlongs tomorrow and in the Black
Buck Stakes over 9 furlongs on the last
day of the Meet. After his long rest
it is considered inadvisable to put him
over a distance of ground for a start
ang that is the reason why he will be

seen oug !n a spring next week. From
all accounts I have had from scouts in
Nuwara Eliya, Kunj, Lata is going like
a steam engine on the track and it will
take a really good one to lower his
colours in the August classic.

Ag for Scarlet, who won the Robert’s
Cup, dead-] heated for first place in the
Madras Cup and won the De Soysa Cup
at Galle, she is, I hear, coming to
hang very steadily and should make a
strong bid for a repeat.

]Nm i ‘ﬂ i
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The debutant, Contradiction, can,
on breeding, stay for ever, His sire is
Epigram, who won the Goodwood Cup,
the Doncaster Cup and the Queen Alex-
andra Stakes about 10 or 12 yvears ago,
while his dam, Discord, is by the
Derby and St, Leger winner, Trigo, I
can still picture the Epsom scene of
1930 when Trigo brought off a big coup
for Ireland when he won the Derby at
33 to 1 and later that year I saw him
confirm the Epsom verdict by winning
the St. Leger just as comfortably. If
Contradiction has inherited the game-
ness of his sire, he should be a lively
cup candidate. He is incidentally a
5-year old, whose form last year shows
that he is quite a useful handicapper.
In sixteen outings last season he won
two races, one at Thirsk cver 1% miles,
after which he was bought in for 500
guineas, and the other at Pontrefact
over 1} miles. He also ran second
twice anq third twice. He did not
beat anything of note in hig races, in
which the timings were also rather
poor. Still, his stamina is a proved
factor and, if he can be got into racing
trim by August, he will be thereabouts
at the finish of the Governor’s Cup.

I understand that a few of the bigger
Indian owners like the Rajah of Ram-
nad and Mrs, Justice may send some
of their horses over to Ceylon. Their
challenge should help o improve the
standarg of racing here, particularly as
most of their horses are of reaily good®
class. The Rajah of Ramnad has
already got out from Australia a very
promising youngster in New India while
Mrs_ Justice is sending out Haut Ton.
who, I believe, won the Eclipse Stakes
in Bombay some years ago, and Apsapi
who also picked up some good races in
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Bombay and Calcutta. Of course,
neither of them are as young as they
were when they hit the headlines in
India but even in their oid age they
have enough class on their side to be a
danger to the best in Ceylon, Five
other walerg have arrived from  Aus-
tralia, one of them, Western Monaren,
who has won two races of 6 furlongs,
being placed in the top-class here.

*

AS I shal] not have another
opportunity of discussing the
programme arranged for tomorrow I
propose making some comments on the
races based on the entries.

The feature of the day i the Mor-
dennis Stakes over 5 furlongs—a mis
nomer, if there was one, considering
that the immortal Mordennis was a
stayer, and not a sprinter. If, ag is
likely, Manchu gives this race a miss
and is reserved for August, the issue
lies between Jai Lanka and St, Just. Of
the two, the former, who is as game a8

you make them appeals to me more
than the waler,
The way in which Ingomar showed

the way for three-parts of the mile race
on the last day of the June Meet sug-
gested that the Chatham mare will be
the most difficult to down in the Hex-
ham Plate over 6 furlongs. Like Tn-
gomar, Profile, too, ran out of her dis-
tance last Saturday and should be seen
to better advantage next week. She is
in the pink of condition and, if ridden
in check early, may even beat Ingomar.
Both Erajh ang Sir Cuckoo are un-
reliable at the gate but if they get off
level are aquite capable of ubsetting the
plans of those who follow the money.

The Orsova Plate has attracted no
fewer than 45 entries and will probably
be run in three divisions ¢ The draw
wlll no doubt play a big part in this race
but on current form, I think the best
half dozen in the race are Shahmon,
Lady Gaby, Suemick, Young India,
Colorette and No No. A youngster who
will benefit a good dea] from this race
is Ashcroft, who is definitely on the
up-grade.

In the Batticaloa Plate for Class IV
horses Breeze and Prince Rufus should
have the race to themseives with Shah-
zadi and Silver Valley as the dangers.
The Bushire Plate has been very poorly
supported and of the five entries Jut-
land seems to have a very gcod chance
of conipleting hig hat-trick at the ex-
pense of the consistent Jayawewa.

The Perim Stakes will see Itimad
Jubayir making hig debut in the inter-
mediate class. Although he will appre-
ciate his feather-weight, he will prob-
ably find it difficult to beat Kiwi,
Sahara and Aban who, in the absence
of Ranjit, are possibly, be best ponies
in thig lot.

The Dedigama Plate iooks like a gift
for Sukab, who should win her third
race and make her way up to the next
class. Hadir Ra’ad, Walid Hayil and
Kabsum Baghdad may follow her home.

These comments are, of course, based
only on the entries ag the handicaps
have not yet been published.

*

VY IMBLEDON is the flecca of
Tennis and every year the
best amateurs in the world make their
pilgrimage in quest of the bonour which
a Wimbledon victory alone confers.
Unfortunately, in recent years a
Wimbledon succesg hag invariably meant
a further thinning of the ranks of
amateurs as the lure of professional
tennis has proveq irresistible to
champion. Kramer, Budge. Riggs
and Vines—they all made th, Wimble-
don headlines only to desert the ranks
of amateurs.

The Wimbledon Championship  this
year ig moving on its usually well
ordered lineg to its grang finale today
and tomorrow. An odds-on favourite
for the title was Frankie Parker, last
year's semi-finalist, but yesterday he
came up against Lennart Bergelin, who
recently toured India, and found the
Swede just a shade too good for him,
It will be recalled that EBergelin beat
Koo de Saram in the South India cham-
pionships early this year and he might
have played in our Nuwara Eliya cham
pionship, too, had not a prior engage-
ment compelled him and his fellow-
Swede, Johansson, to leave India for

\

Egypt before our title meet started.
Bergelin’s  principal asset is amazing
ball control, which he modestly attri-
buteg to the fact that he graduated

from the “en tout cas” ccurts on the’

‘continent, where it ig not speed and gace

that count but sheer ball control, Ber-
gelin never gets flurried and seems pos-
sessed of infinite patience. He bides
his time and lets the other fellow make
the mistake.

*x .°
LIKE Gene Tunney, Joe Louis

quits the ring an unbeaten
champion with 26 victorieg to his credit

from the time he first wrested the title o

from Jim Braddock way hack in 1937.

In his fight last week against Joe
Walcott, I felt that he had the measure
of the challenger from the sixth rouna
onwards.

‘With the renrement of the Brown
Bombey the world title became vacant
anq Walcott wil] probably be calleg on
to take on a challenger before he can
lay® claim to the crown. That chal-
lenger may be Gug Lesnevitch,

*

OT even rain came to England’s
rescue in the second test which
ended on Tuesday in a sweeping victory
for Australia. Out-played in all de-
partments of the game, the England
team needg a drastic re-shuffle. The
veterans of pre-war vintage must make
room for younger men. Even Edrich and
Hutton will have to show marked im-
provement by next Thursday if they
are to be given another chance Per-
sonally, I would like {0 see Jones of
Glamorgan, Robertson of Middlesex,
Pope of Derbyshire and Hilton of Lan-
cashire taking the place of Edrich Hut-
ton, Coxon and Dollery.

the

FREE EDUCATION
(Continuad from pnge 4)

who were recalcitrang are now
at an advantage in that they
can supplement the Govern-
ment grant with the fees they
levy and so provide a superior
educational service. If Mr.
Nugawela can devise a way.of
ending this discontent he will
be acclaimed by al] as the man
who rescueqg Ceylon’s education
from the dire disasters which
imperilled it.

RETURN TO REASON
(Continued from page 3)

In the modern state where communi-
cation between parts has developed and
the size of the country has shrunk in
point of time even parochial problems
have to be solved on a national scale
and even need the national resources
for their solution. Thus water sup-
plies, electricity, ang housing are be-
yond the scope and financial strength
of most local bodies as they are con-
structed at present.

This is a point realised by tne recent
Local Government Boundary Commis-
sion in England which went beyond the
terms of its reference to urge changes
in the structure of local bodies,

‘What is needeq here is also a change
which would make it possible for neces- |
sary works to be carried out. Perha.ps
a wider grouping of local bodies and
areas is needed. Local bodies cannot
be abolished because initiative and
understanding of local affairs cannot be
achieved entirely by a central bureau-
cracy, There must be instruments for
associating the parochial pelitician with
the national planner,

To achieve tifls a careful study must
be made of bringing local bodies into
a condition which would help them
efficiently to discharge the functions

they undertake now. - N

N
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‘ MEMORANDUM ON THE

: NATIONAL FLAG :

By C. M. Austin de Silva

‘We publish below a memo-
randum received '°by the
Committee appointed to ad-
vise the Premier on the Na-

', tional Flag. The Chairman

of this Committee is Mr. S.
‘W. R. D. Bandaranaike.

II‘BE Lion may be discerned even in
the dim mists of antiquity as hav-
ing been associated with the history of
Ceylon and its peoples, and the follow-
ing is & pointer in favour of the reten-
tion of the lion ag a national emblem.

There is written evidence in the Pali
and Sanskrit Literature of ancient
India which shows thag Lanka and Sin-
haladvipa or Tambapanni were sepa-
rate countries. In the Pali Commen-
taries or Atthakatha, Ceylon is every-
where referred to as Sinhaldvipa or
‘Tambapanni, and not by the name of
Lanka

In the Grahatsanhite, an ancient
‘Sanskrit* work written by Varamihira
circa the Tth century A.D. it is re-
corded that Lanka and Sinhaldvipa are
two. different kingdoms situated to the
South of India, In an enumeration of
kingdoms givep  in” the Bhagavata a
‘Sanskrit text, Sinhaldvipa and Lanka
are listed in the seventh and eighth

- places respectively.

The names Lanka and Sinhaldvipa
appear to have first become synQuy-
mous with the writer of the Mahavansa.
who perhaps for reasons best known to
himself has had a oredilectior® for the
name Lanka.

The geographers of ancient India
reckoned the ‘“Meridian of Greenwich’’
as running through Ujjamn (i.e, 75 43’
E. Greenwich) and through Lanka or
Lakdiva which according to modern

DS COIT ds'to the L dives, the

ivian Archipelago and the land
now supposed to be submerged in the
same area. Modern Ceylon or Sinhala-
dvipa is located by them as being
situateq on the 7th longitudinal line,
and North of the Equator, and appears
to have been about one-third the
dimensions of Lanka

It is interesting that the Ramayana
by way of dimensions describes Lanka
as 400 krosas (leagues?) in length and
120 krosas in breadth. The Ramayana
also makes mention of two great moun-
tains, Trikuta and Suvela found in the
country of Lanka. It is significant
that no mention is made therein, of
what would have been go conspicuous a
landmark, as the great river Mahavili
Ganga. Even if it be contended that
the story of Ramayana is not historical
its writer woulq not, even as no modern
writer of fiction would do. have placed
his story in an incorrect geographical
setting.

There is a place in North India (Unit-
ed Provinces) called ‘Sinhapur, and a
traditional narrative current in that
country, records that Vijaya Sinha of
Sinhapur annexed Sinhaladvipa and as
he hag no heir, he reguested his bro-
ther to come over from Sinhapur to
Sinhaladvipa and succeed to hig throne.
In response to thig reguest, Vijaya
Sinha's brother sent his own son, Pan-
dumajumadeva  (obviously Panduvasu-
dev of our Mahavansa) to rule the
Kingdom of Sinhaladvipa. There exists
to this day in that part of India a small
community of people named “Singara’’
which term etymologically has the
same origin as ‘Sinhala.’

Much has already been said, in the
local press, recently ag regards the em-
blematic usage of the lion on ensigns,
seals, coins, architecture, efc. The
extent to which the lion bhad acquired
‘recognition as a national emblem one
could have judgeq from ihie masg of
historical, literary, and ethnological
‘material brought out by research work-
ers for and against the adoption of the
Lion Flag. I embody here, the con-
tents of a letter written by me to the
“Ceylon Daily News” of 24.1.48 in re-
ply to an erratic statement made by
Dr. G, C_ Mendis in the same ournal,
ag regards the adoption of 4he lion em-

v; “That the National Lion Flag flew
ﬂver' the white ramparts of the citadel
4

. o

of Jayavardhanapura,
cribed in verse 95 of the Parakumba-
siritha, a panegyric poem written to
celebrate the coronation of Parakrama
Bahu VI, at Kotte in 1415 A.D, The
authorship of this poem is ascribed by
some to the illustrious Totagamuve Sri
Rahula and by others to the poets of
the Kavi Kara Maduwa of the Royal
Court of Jayavardhanapura. I quote
here the stanza referred to above,

Kotte, is des-

Daka hima sel andi siha dada uturu

desa

Ehj sindagana vena vena gata me
lesa

Parakum rajuta sari niridek tilo-
kusa

.
Ohu ruva maya pii bimbu pat
dapana pasa.

Mr. E, W, Perera’s English versi-
fication of this stanza is as follows:—

Behold the Himalayan height (i.e.
white ramparts) bearing LION
BANNER on the Northern side.

There heavenly maids sing o the

lute in this wise

““The only peer of King Parakum
among monarches of the three
worlds,

Is the reflection of hig own image
shown in the mirror.”

With reference to the statement made
by Dr. G. C, Mendig in today’s issue
(23.1.48) of the “Daily News" re the
lion flag as stated in #she Parakumba-
siritha, I wish to point out that the
stanza under reference appears in the
Parakumbasiritha edited in 1922 by the
late Mr, D, C. Abhayagunaratna of
Matara, with a historical introduction
by the late Sir D. B, Jayatilaka."

The accuracy of the translation of
the above verse appearing in’ Mr. E.
W, Perera’s book on ‘‘Sinhalese Ban-
ners and Standards' was challenged by
Dr. Mendis. I ventured to point out
that the translation appearing in Mr.
E. W_ Perera’s book was accurate ety-
mologically, and supporteq by original
manuscrints. My reply to Dr. Mendis
in this connection, wag however, not
published by the Editor of the *‘Daily
News.'” and the contents of that letter
are embodied herein

“In his letter to the *“Daily News"
of 26.1.48, Dr, G. C. Mendig makes
confusion worse confounded by his mis-
interpretation of the opening line of
verse 95 of the Parakumbasiritha.

“Deka hima sel andi sinha dada
uturu desa

Ehi sinda gana vena vena gata me

lesa

Parakum Rajuta sari niridek tilo
kusa

Ohu ruva maya Dvili bimbu pat

dapana pasa.”

By his fruitless venture to explain
this line, for the purpose of uphoiding
his theory, Dr. Mendis has only re-
vealed his ignorance of the science of
rhetoric and poetic imagery in the field
of Sinhalese literature. In Sinhala
poetry a poet’s ability is displayeqd by
the art of using «sAlankara’’ or rhetoric
to the greatest advantage, There ig the
usage of “Utpreksha’—Lankara’’ or
hyperbole in the first line, which Dr.
Mendis has failed to notice and under-
stand. The massive lofty ramparts of
Kotte were compared to the Himalayan
Heights not only in the Parakumba-
siritha but also in  verse 49 of the
Mayura Sandesa. To compare a very
high object in terms of the Himalayas
and a very large body in the light of
Mount Meru is a common ‘‘Alankara’’
in Sinhala poetry. The Kaw Silu-
mina, a poetical work of the 13th cen-
tury is replete with ‘‘Alankaras’’ of a
very wide and varied nature. ’I‘t}e
beauty and richness of many a poetic
gem in the Kaw Silumina will be lost
to us, if in their interpretation, we
were i;o employ the art of interpreting
adopted by Dr. Mendis. By adhering
to the letter he has missed the very
quintessence of the line under discus-
sion,

The phrase ‘‘Andi Sinha Dada’” a¢-
curring in hig line conveys the idea of

hoisting™the Lion Flag. It is obvious
to the student of Sinhalese Philology
that “Kodiya Andanava or Adinava’
means to hoist a flag. Dr, Mendig in-
terprets it as ‘“The drawing of a lion

emblem or flag on the Himalayas™’
which I consider is a most superficial
and incorrect rendering.

A variation in the reading for the
ﬁ1'§t line appears in the earliest known
edition of the Parakumbasiritha, pub
lished by Epa Appuhamy in 1866

‘‘Deka sima sel andi siha rada uturu
desa’”’

When translated this, line reads ‘‘Be-
hold the Himalayan height (i.e. white
ramparts) having the Royal lion em-
blem on the Northern side. I may
mention here that it is recorded by a
Portuguese Jesuit Priesti that when
he first entered the great city of Jaya-
vardhanapura, Kotte, he was struck by
the large Lion Emblem that appeared
over the portals of the city,

Dr. Mendis, I believe, is a historian
of repute, and had he made a correct
approach to the study of the flag ques-
tion, it would have been quite apparent
to him, that both the Lion emblem and
Lion flag were in vogue in the King-
dom of Kotte as early as the 14th cen-
tury, Researches of Mr, H, W. Cod-
rington and Rey. Fr,Z S. G. Perera
have brought to light several coins of
the Kotte period bearing the Lion em-
blem. Coins of this type are even to
this day unearthed in the vicinity of
Kotte ®ndea large number of them are
found in the Numismatic Section of the
Colombo Museum &

Historical doduments and letters of
Buvaneka Bahu VII of Kotte (1521

A.D.) and Don Juan Dharmapala
(1550 A.D.) seen by Dr, Pauj E.
Pieris, Rev, Fr. S, G Perera and Rt.
Rev, Dr, Edmund Peiris, Bishop of
Chilaw, both in Lisbon and at the
Vatican in Rome were found to be
stamped with the Royal seals bearing
the Lion emblem. Some of these do-
cuments were brought to Ceylon and
are the possession of the Ceylon His-
torical Manuscripts Commission,

In the light of all this historical data
and evidence the existence of the na-
tional Lion Flag at Kotte in tHfe reign
of Parakramg Bahu the V1 in 1415
A.D. cannot be challenged.’’

There are many nations whose origins
bear traditional associafiong with crea-
tures of the animal kingdom; and such
connections have been cherished with
national pride and inspiration, The
Romans paid homage to the Wolf as
the foster mother of Romulug and Re-
mus, the founders and ancestors of the
great Roman race; ang this tradition
was commemorated by a worthy monu-
ment on the Capitol depicting the twins
suckling from the Mother Wolf. In the
hey-day of Roman splendour and glory,
the Roman Eagle symbolised the dyna-
mic power of militant Rome.

Then be it, as it may, that ancient
Sinhaladvipa or the Isle of the ®in-

halese, by some accident, has been
rebaptised under the mname of Sri
Lanka. It will therefore be a most

appropriate and lasting tribute to the
early pioneers and  progenitors, whe
founded the Ceylonese race, and a per-
petuation of a historical tradition full
of inspiration, that the last vestige
of our association with “Sinhale” will
fing strong recognition in the National
Flag of new born Lanka,
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‘LIGHT FIFTEEN’

SAFETY

EASY CONTROL

GOOD VISIBILITY. RACK
AND PINION STEERING,
VERY EASY TO HANDLE.

FRONT WHEEL DRIVE
ENSURES MAXIMUM
ROAD HOLDING.

FAST CORNERING WITH
SAFETY.

COMFORT

SUSPENSION BY TORSION
BARS AND HYDRAULIC
SHOCK ABSORBERS.
WIDE REAR SEAT. FLAT
UNIMPEDED-FLOORS
FRONT AND REAR.
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