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MESSAGE

The Future of

-

the Party
4 By
U. A. Jayasundera

T has been my privilege' in

the last few months to be
Organising Secretary of the
United yat'mnal Party. Several
meet_i;xgs have been held in
different parts of the Island
d to say that they

FROM

Mr. D. S. Senanayake

THE LEADER

United

National Party, 1 wish to convey through its journal

ON the occasion of the First Anniversary of the

greetings and good ' wishes to all members of the United

National Party.

I do not know whether it is sufficiently well known that this
journal has been in existence_from the very inception of the Party,
and has been the organ through which all U.N.P. publicity

has been carried out so far.

It is necessary that we should see that our publicity and
propaganda work is encouraged and I trust all possible
assistance would be given by the members of the Party by
rcgul.ar contributions, both literary and cash, to this joumal.

i ; D. S. SENANAYAKE

attended .'a.nd. can f)e regarded
as an indication of the strong
support_ ph_(_ere is in the country
for the Party and its leaders.
ever I went I found an ‘atmosphere
which belied the popular stories that
were spread around that the U.N.P..
did not have its base
masses and that it was only a superfi-
cial coteric of place-seeking

Where-

among the

Mr. U. A. Jayasundera

politicians. The most resounding reply
to this malicious libel will be when the
mass rally takes place on the Galle Face
Green tomorrow.
_ has already been done to make this
rally worthy of the Party and 1 am
confident that it wall serve to  give
strength to those who have so far been
intimidated by the vociferous shouting
of the petty agents of the Marxist
parties.

1 am really concerned with using !he
fmpetus _that this rally will give as a
spring ‘oa.rd from which the Phrly
can move forward in the years to come.

A great deal of work.

'
What is the kind of oranisation M ||
we should have if we are to deploy our
strength at the next general =lec-
tions.

As I conceive it we 1‘ust first have
a Central Electoral Assogiation in = all
the 95 Constituencies into which = the
Island has been divided.

When this has been done each of
these electoral areas shaiild have branch
associations numbering ; 'ﬁjom five io
eight. Once these organisations spread
throughout the country"‘wwe propose. o
have more intensive contact with our
members and frequent conferences and
rallies at which we shall be able to dis-
cuss all matters of policy and organi
sation.

In this way the country will be fully
represented in the executive commiiftee
of the Party which in turn will be the
driving force to plfi and execute | a
program of national development.

We also propose to have at the Party
headquarters a full time organisation
with several committees to sit all the
time to investigate rgpresentations made
from our branch ociations not only
with regard to the needs of their areas
out also in regard to general matters
of national policy. This organisation
will cause two currents of action:—

(1) the surge of opinion towards the
centre and

(2) the spread of the views and opi-
nions of the Central expecutive
throughout the various provin-
cial and branch associations
in the length and breadth

of the Island.

This is a rough and ready outline,
the achievement of which: will involve
tremendous work during the next year.
1 have no doubt that with the assistance
and co-operation of every member of
the Party we shall be®able to achieve
(hese objects and be ready with a splen«
did Party organisation before the next

general elections. '
.
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WOMEN IN CEYLON

POLITICS

. By
Adelené Molamure

ALTHOUGH the ' women of

Ceylon may not have
played g conspicuous part in
the struggle for freedom the
achievement of that freedom
and Ceylon’s entry into the
ranks of g free nation brings
to the forefront the neeq for
our women to take their place in
the political struggle. By tradition
it has come tp be recognised that
woman is the chief architect of the
home and that necessarily implies
that she would be as essential an
unit in the' political life of the country
as her male partner. No country can
consider itself progressive if its women
are considered purely decorative crea-
tures whose intellect and social value is
secondary to the intellect and  social
value placed on the men.

We have the example in our neigh-
bouring country, India, where the
women played a not inconsiderable part
in a glorious fight for freedom which
culminateq in the appointment of one
of her resplendent patriots, Mrs. Saro-
jini Naidu as Governor of a Province.
It may be imagined that the women of
Ceylon do not compare with such emi-
nent personalities as Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu and Mrs. Kamaladevi Chatto-
padyaya.® I would wish to point out
that the difference is not' so much in
the lack of any inherent capacity or
ability in the women of Ceylon but
because we have not provideq the atmo-
sphere in this country for women to
play their rightful part. Perhapg if
the struggle for liberty had been fought
in' this Island as intensively and as bit-
terly ‘as it was fought in India we may

¢ produced the woman of the hour

whose voice would have been as inspired

and whose courage as thrilling as that

of Mrs. Naidu.

® % ©

IN.Indja however the women do

not enjoy the same political

right to vote as the women in Ceylon.

Only a very small section hag the fran-

chise and the property or literary quali-
fications restrict the numbers that
might otherwise influence  political
decisions. By the 1935 Government
of India Act marriage was made a basis
for franchise and it was stated that the
wife of a voter may also vote.

This is a peculiar distinction and a
distinction that no healthy society and
no progressive country shoulg tolerate.
The Indian women have yet to win the
right that was conceded to the women
of Ceylon by the Donoughmore Consti-
tution

How have we used that privilege. I
am afraid that we, the women of Cey-
lon, have not used it to advantage. In
the ceneral sense, women are saig to
constitute a halfNgf the nobulation of
a country and on that basis their influ-
ence should be immense. Leaving spe-
culation aside let us consider the popu-

lation statistics as supplied by the
Census Department.
The statistics are divided into two

sections, viz., th&e over 21 and those
under 21 years of ‘age.

The female population of those under
21 is 1,600,000 and the male population
under the same group is  1,700,000.
This shows that in this age group there
are slightly more males than females.
We are concerned primarily with the
voting groups and we observe the fol-
lowing interesting figures: Males over
twenty-one: 1,800,000; and females over
twenty-one:' 1,500,000.

For the 1,800,000 maleg there are 99
representatives in Parliament against
two representatives for the almost
equal number of women; angd this in a
country where all those over 21 yvears
of age have a right to vote or stand for
election.

Of course the reason for this gToss
under-representation of women is not
entirely the prejudice against voting

for women. T am glad to observe that
Mrs, Florence Senanayake and Mrs.
Philip Gunawafdene have been elected,
the latter of whom hag the unique dis-
tinction of having been sent to Parlia.

« ment without a contest.

Adelene Molamure

Mrs.

AN important factor is a mat-

ter of economics. Most of

our, estate owners and our business mag-
nates happen to be men and thus have
independent means. There are a few

women who are lega] directors of some .

companies and big shareholders of
others.

There have also jaen _ outstanding
pioneers in politics like MY - Naysum
Saravanamuttu and myself who were
returneg to the State Council in 1931
We did not mawe blood and thunder
speeches but as members of the Execu-
tive Committee to which we belonged
we were able to do a great service in
our own way for our pé€ople. Our male
colleagues came to respect our views
and often consulted us with regarg to
particular problems from the point of
view of the women of tRs cguntry. In
the present system, however, a woman
has to be something of an accomplished
speaker if she is to make her presence
felt in Parliament. There are two of
us in the Senate, myself and that great.
social worker, Miss Cissy Cooray, and
We are able in some measure to put for-
ward the case for various socia] mea-
sures that are necessary to improve the
life. of the average woman of thig coun-
ry. .

Although ‘there is a woman in the
British Cabinet in charge of an impor-
tant portfolio like Education.
has not yetsarrived at the stage when
in the formation of a Cabinet the name
of any woman is seriously considered.
In my view this leaves the women th a
somewhat neglected condition ang they
have to depend on the process of peti-
tions and deputations ang annual gene-
ral meetings of various women’s organi-
sations through which they hooe  to
make known their own views on impor-
tant matters,

] * (¢ ]
regard to the question
of wemen in the Public Ser-
vice itself a deputation hag to wait on
the Finance Minister to present the
case for the right of women to jobs in
the permanent service of Government.

At presen; women are only tolerated.
Government has not yet stated it ag a
declared volicy that women shall have
the same right to work as men. As
far back as the first State Council, 1
moved a motion in the State Council
that women should be admiteq to the
Civil Service, but- it was defeated by
one or two votes. i

Until a definite order is made, ang
examinations to the Clerical ang Civil
Services are thrown open: to women we
shall not reach the goal towards which
we must work.

I am glad to observe that the Trea-
sury has in a  recent advertisement
allowed women s{enographers to com-
pete with men for an examination so
that they may obtain permanent ap-

i ts in the Government Steno-
graphers’ Service. I hope that this is
only the first of a series of administrg.
tive rulings that will enable wQmen of
this country to have a rightfu share in
«the Public Service.

(Continued on page 3)
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ONE YEAR OF U.N. P. °

MIGHTY events acquire their

due proportion and proper
perspective only as we move
away from them down the cor-
ridors of time. We are too close
to the greatest event in the
cheguered history of our Island
story to apprehend accurately
its tremendous significance. Yet
nothing that the U.N.P. has done
can ever reach the sta-
ture and importance of one signal
achievement—the recovery and res-
toration of our freedom. The
achievement of freedom ‘is the spe-
cial contribution of the United
National Party to the precious heri-
tage of Lanka.

Freedom, it has been said, is impor-
tant because of the opportunities it con-
fers. But freedom ig the cornerstone
of all accomplishment and unless there
is freedom the opportunity that makes
for remarkable achievement rarely
ocecurs.

There have been glittering events in
the glorious pageant of our history-
More than once our people have
emerged triumphant from dark vicissi-
tudes but the bloodless victory  which
gaye us our freedom from our latest con-
gueror was the most triumphant  of
them all. F

,-.q E 3 °

THE people of Lanka haq Rre-
viously fought various ene-

mies, but they were foes whose
strength in arms was not very much
more than our own. But the British
compelled our submission with resources
richer than our own. The vindication
of our freedom was accomplished 6D
this the last occasion of our subjection,

by means which are peculiar to the
gemms of our people. We won it
through reason and persuasion. For

the first time in the history of inter-
national relations, so often  smeared
with bestial barbarities a people came
to freedom by asserting those qualities
which most distinguish man from
beast. Conference and correspondence,
not conflict and quarrel, determined
our path to freedom. This was essen-
tially in keeping with the culture and
traditions of our people, who are
steeped in the doctrine of non-violence.
Long before Mahatma Gandhi, we had
sovereigns, like Sri Sangabo, who prac-
iised ahimsa, who sacrificed their

- = lives rather than suffer others to lose

heirs -

When the U.N.P. takes pride rhat
its leaders were among the foremost in
the peaceful campaigns that yielded us
our freedom, the party gratefully recalls
that in the immediate years which
went before the achievement of that
freedom none did so much as Mr. D. S.
Senanayake.

It is most fitting that

-
he should

have been the leader and inspiration of

our freedom movefent in its last stages
nf accomplishment, for Mr. Senana-

vake focuses in his personality the tra-
ditions and genius of the people.
© * ®
ANKA is not the urbane city
resident, an  utterer of
polished phrases and the witticism Shat
pretends to be wisdom. Lanka, on the
other hand, is a horny-handeg toiler,
with homely wisdom and abundant com-
monsense. Mr, D. S. Senanayake ap-
proximated most nearly to the arche-
type of our people and it was meet and
proper that this typical Ceylonese whcse
exertions had achieved so much, should
have %eceived on behalf of the people
of Ceylon the full panoply of power.
When the U.N.P. was formed it was
for the specific purpose of achieving
freedom. On that basis the Party con-
tested the first Parliamentary Elections.
The Party won 42 seats polling in that
process or a tota] of 744,698 votes. Hav-
ing emerged as the group with the
largest following the Party’s leader,
Mr. D. S. Senanayake, was asked to
form the Government.
The immediate task was, of course,
to secure a successful passage for the
Independence Bill. There was the in-

evitable Opposition, especially from
the Leftist groups, but the Bill was
triumphantly steered through  both

Houses of Parliament and in a few days
Lanka was free.

The days up to the end of February
this year were taken, up with the cere-
monies attendant on an event as not-
able ag the transfer of power to ‘the
people.

Immediately the rejoicing were over
there emerged signs that the leaders
were eager to make use of the oppor-
tunities that freedom had conferred.
There was the impatient desire to
muckle down to the tasks of reform and
reconstruction in our economy without
accomplishing which our freedom would
have been a thing of little use. This
impatience manifested itself sometimes
so sharply that the malicious mistook it
for signs of disintegration within #h=
party. These expectations, however.
were quickly canfounded.

© % ©

AWNE of the important accom-
plishments of the U.N.P. in
its first year of political responsibility
is the assistance it has given Ceylon
products. This was achieved through
a policy of guaranteed prices for ihe
major . Ceylon products, partiqularly
copra. Mr. D. S. Senanayake explain-
ed the Government’s aftitude to the

major industries at a Party rally.
“Our policy is pRin enough and
those who complain that they do not
know what it is, do not want to know.
Our first, task is to maintain our exports
because we can do nothing without 1e-
venue and foreign exchange. We will
give every assistance to owners of
estates, great and small to obtain good
prices though we, shal] require *hat
they give good cgfiditions to their work-
ers and shall take a large part of their
profits to finance national undertakings.
We are not doing this for their benefit.
We are doing it to keep alive the goose
that lays the golden eggs. In fact we

want more eggs.”’

Early in its ad'xinistration the res-

WOMEN IN CEYLON POLITICS

I LOOK forward to the day
- when we shall be able to
address Ministers and Permanent Sec-
retaries as “Dear Madam.”

Of course I may be told that I am
Jooking at this subject purely from the
point of view of a few appointments
here and a few there, but I do main-
tain that the fact that a woman becomes
a Minister or Permanent Secretary will
influence  Government to consider
women as equal partners with men in
the Society which is regulated by the
administrative machirfe.

I hope that the age-old debate as to
whether women are the equals of men
wil] no longer be continued because it
seems ridiculous to ask the question:
“Can women do the work thay men
do?””  #n various factories and in the
P.W.D we find women carrying baskets
of earth doing unskilled labour
which reqifires strength and endurance
of a high order. In oup villages we

-

(Continued from page 2)

find women working in the fields not
only during the sowing season but, after-
wards when the hard process of gather-
ing the harvest begins. In the learned
professions there are many who have
distinguished themselves.

Therefore, the social problem of mak-
ing it possible for wives and mothers
to secure employment in the Public
Service should not be difficult to solve
if only the greater mass of the women
of this country determine to form them-
selves into organigations whose united
voice will be heard in the highest Coun-
cils of the land.

I am told that active steps are being
taken toward the formation of a-power-
fu] and organised body td® achieve these
objects—the women's wing of the
United National Party. . I trust it will

* attract all patriotic and able women,
for through it we shall win for our
women their rightful ace in the
country.

ACHIEVEMENT

. 3;
l,rlct,ivous on electric current were lifted are the negotiations of the Sterling *
po give connectiong to those intend- Balances pact with England. There is
ing consumers who had long waited. also Mr. J. R. Jayewardene’s budget
This swift solution was possible through which aims at a six-year plan of 4
the purchase of a generator with the national development. 4 ;
expedition usual with Siy John Kotela- In the sphere of education the

wala.

The U.N.P.'s attention was
directed to the transport tangle. The
services of Mr. Donald Rutnam have
been engaged to resolve the confusion

also

that exists in some areas. Significant
progress has also been made in the
Hydro-Electric Scheme.
e % e
A STRIKING demonstration
of the U.N.P.'s determina-

tion to improve the economy of.Ceylon
was the Galoya multi-purpose project.
The dam to be constructed will be 154
feet high ang over three-quartey mile
in length; 260,000 million gallons is
the capacity of the tank. This is
equal to the combined capacity of all
the tanks in Ceylon. The waters will
irrigate 60,000 acres of rice for two
seasons. Before the water is sent for
irrigation it wil] pass through turbines
which will yield 6,000 H.P. of power.

Among the other impressive achieve-
ments of the U.N.P. administration

UN.P.’s achievement is the resolution
of conflict and the reconciliation of
forces which were ddeply antagonised
by certain injudicious actions., ‘The ,
feeling of confidence which Mr. E. A. ,
Nugawela, inspired among educational-
ists brings a promise of a new era of
co-operation .

One year is a mere flash in thé his-;
tory of a nation but the record of the.
U.N.P. in that one year ig an impres-
sive token of its dogged determination
to make Lanka a2 land of peace and
plenty. .

On the eve of his assumption of offic
Mr. D. S. Senanayake declaring that =
by the beginning of 1948 Lanka would:
be free, also said: ‘“We shall light such ¢
a lamp as shall not easily be put out, .
a lamp which will be a beacon to the »
subject peoples still struggling to. he
free.” :

Such a lamp has indeed been lit and.}
that flame will always be jealously':
guarded by the United Nationa} Party.
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400 YEARS OF
ENDS

T was at the end of Septem-
ber, 1947, that this Govern-
ment took over the reins of
office. Within two months of
!;hat day the British Parlia-
wenf passed the Independence
EBill and we acquireqd the status
of a free country within the
Commonwealth  of Nations.

qme Parliament debated that
status and by a majority endorsed
':’f decision of the Government.
achievement, which was the
cmtiqn of 400 years of struggle,

' §s ip itself sufficient to commend to
tl;e’ 20} thatMr Senanayake and
s vqmm are worthy of being

¥ e confidence of the Nation. On
39 44£l February, 1948, the actual
¢ransfer of power took place in the pre-
senice qf rother of His Majesty the
e celebrations which were
aﬁendea 'by Representatives of the free

“ Let us then be lamps unto ourselves.
Hold fast as a refuge to the truth. Look
not for refuge to anyone besides ourselves.”

countries of the world were conducted
with a thoroughness and discipline
which evoked admiration,

The Government, however, does not
depend on the achievement of Inde-
pendence alone for to the masses, Inde-
pendence, though it may have senii-
mental value, will very soon be of little
use unless economic freedom follows.
Here again, early in December within
two monthg of assumption of office, the
Government in its Extension Budget
took very drastic steps to adjust the
balance of trade in our favour, to pro-
tect our industries and to take into the
State revenue such excess money as was
in circulation. These measures Wwere
taken through the new Profits Tax in-
creases in Income and Estate Duty
Taxes and import duties graded accord-
ing to the essentiality semi-essentiality

or non-essentiality of imported articles.
During the period of the first session
of Parliament after the attainment of
Freedom, the first attempt at the erec-
tion of a multi-purpose agriculture, imri-
gation and power dam at Galoya in the
Eastern Province was brought before
the House by the Minister of Agricul-
ture. The work was to be undertaken
by an American firm and to be com-
pleted before the end of 1953. The
Minister also indicated that a similar
dam would be constructed in the South-
ern Province on the Walawe Ganga to
be completed a year or two after the
Galoya Dam. These two works, it was
admited by all parties,® would herald a
new era in our economic development.
b * @
IN April, 1948, our Government
concluded an agreement with

SLAVERY
IN 1948

With the

OUR FIRST PARLIAMENT.

opening of Our

. the word “Independence”’
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i DEMOCRACY ...
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laid the

foundation.for Democracy—and we cannot but ‘remember with
pride and gratitude the men who sacrificed much that was \

dear and precious to them, so that all that we understand by
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individual, it is
Democracy can only grow as a
sacrifice. In every land

the basis of every good thing.

CEYLON INSURANCE CO., LTD

the British Government with regard to
the disposal of our sterling assets, and
it, was admitted in England and India
that the Ceylon delegation had driven
¢ very hard bargain indeed and secured
both in Sterlmg and Dollars all that it
required for its use during the year.
This was the first agreement between 2
free Ceylon and another free country-
Soon after that Exchange Control Re-
gulations were extended to cover all
transactions between Ceylon and other
countries, and a comprehensive scheme
was formulated to keep the money
earned in Ceylon within Ceylon itseH.

During the second session of the Free
Parliament the Prime Ministey intro-
duced two important Bills dealing witn

Citizenship and Immigration. The in-
clusion of these Bills in the ° Statute
Book will enable ug to right many

wrongs which for over 100 years nave
been permitted to eat into = the very
vitals of the Nation.

The first Budget of the Free Parlia-
ment was introduced on the 20th July,
1948, and there the Government out-
lined its plan of economic and social
devlopment covering a period of siX
years and having as itg prime object
the raising of the standard of living. A
complete agricultural plaii to increase
our cultivated land by 132,000 acres as
a4 minimum increase ang the starting of
many new industries, both of which
would within six years increase our
national wealth by almost Rs g0 mil-

lion, was outlined in the Budget speec™ o

e * e

main target of the Govern-
ment was explained as. being
the raising of the standard of living.
This was to be achieved by increasing
the national wealth in two  ways.
Firstly, by opening up the 3-million
acres which are now in jungle, but are
cultivable, and the planting thereon of
such crops as would reduce our depend-
ence on foreign countries for essential
food as well ag to produce crops that we
can sell in the markets of the world.
Secondly, by utilising our raw material
for the manufacture of such articles as
can be used by the people of Ceylon
without importing them from foreign
countries, and where possible seek to
export them. In addition to this, the
programme of the Government in regard
to Utility Services, Social Services, Ex-
ternal Affairs and Defence, Administra-
tion and Finance were explained in that
Budget. A complete economic survey
of the country was given, and this sur-
very was linked up with the Six-Year
Plan and the budgetary proposals.
can do no better than to conclude in
the words of that speech: =

‘“‘Yet, the difficulties anq obstacles in
the way will not deter us from a steady
advance along the path we have chosen.
Remember that at long last we have
arisen again. The Present and . the
Future is ours, to shape, to mould to
our heart’s desire; to make or to mar.
With a simple faith the people who
elected us to the seats of civic power
thought that freedom would change the
society that surrounded and oppressed
them, into something more efficient,
stable and equitable. They reposed in
us a trust as solemn as ig the responsi-

'\
o/

bility that that trust engenders. We —

are ready and willing to honour that
frust to the full. We have deliberately -
decided to alter the broag framework of
our socia] and economic structure and
to do so only by the exercise of the iegi-
timate powers that democracy has
vested in us, without fear or favour,
affection or ill-will.

‘“‘And finally we do not seek a solution
to our problemg in the context of West-
ern economic theories alone. Let us
not forget that we, a nation which in
the past contrlbuted our share to the
culture and civilisation of the East, had
and still have a heritage of our own.
Material wealth and comfort did not, at-
tract us completely. Our philosophy
stressed the development of the human
mingd rather than the mere acquisition
of worldly riches. Let us then, ‘Be
Tamps unto ourselves. Holg fast to the
Truth as a lamp. Hold fas®as a re-
fuge to the Truth. Look no# for refuge
to anyone beside ourselves’.’
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' PARLIAMENT

JN the I-iouse of Representa-

tives the United National
Party stated with a delicately
balanced majority. Today
severa] Independents and an
entire Group, the Tamil Con-
gress, are ready to follow the
U.N.P, Coalition Cabinet. How
did this come to pass?

Both political friends and poli-
tical enemies of the UNUP. admit
that more than anything else it was
one man’s personality which both
nursed the infant UNUP. in Parlia-
ment and increased its numerical
and moral strength. That was the
personality of the Prime Minister, wise
in the ways of men, patient by long ex-
perience, able to foresee moves at least
two ahead.

The personality alone of the Chief
would not have sufficed if for his Gene-
ral Staff he had a set of nincomroops
or if his rankers were just® so many

fools‘ Early in this parliamentary
r the Chief had as his ablest lieu-

tenant Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, then
Minister of Home Affairs and Leader of
the Senate. There were many Wwho

thought that it was Sir Oliver wno
planned and even gave the ideas. But
those who followed the inside story

know that the Chief drew the plan and
Sir Oliver, his luncheon companion cf
that time, executed the plan 100 per
cent. true to the views of the architect.

Those really were moves behind the
scenes—every Government must have
its' moves behing the scenes. In the Par-
liament the P.M. had at his service
able men who coulg not only hold the
fort against the sorties of the Opposi-
tion but when occasion demanded lash
with the whip of scorn at the revolu-
tionary groups—the Opposition proper.

e * [ ]

was the Minister of
(Mr. 'S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike),
well-equipped in debate either to defend
or conduct an offensive, who could
match hig eloquence with the best of
them al] among the revolutionary groups
in Parliament, Now a veteran in the
art of holding an audience Mr. Ban-
daranaike made his personality in
debate felt from the first debate on the
winning of independence to the latest
febates on the Citizenship and Immi-
gration Bills.

In debate two younger Ministers of
the U.N.P. have always shone when
they held the floor. There is the
Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Dudley
Senanayake) who when he makes a
speech, has shown not only a firm
grasp of facts but the ability to make
the Chamber ring with his enthusiasm.
¥ven his political opponents have in-
variably offered bouquets to Mr. Dudley
Senanayake’s sincerity,

His colleague, the Minister of
Pinance (Mr., J. R. Jayewardene) is
the cold and dispassionate prosecutor,
flaying ehe revolutionary ranks with
facts and guotations of their own rathér

e>

By ‘“ Hopper

than by raising his modulated tones.
His second Budget speech will undoubt-
edly find a place in our historica] records

which give the facts and figures cof
various eras.
. ®© * [
F there was one who can be

labelled as the Hammer of the
Revolutionaries it is the Minister of
Transport ang Works (Sir John 'Kotela-
wala). Time was when the propaganda

machine of the Marxists constantly
ground out the story that Sir John
Kotelawala, succeeded in getting any

job done fast and efficiently because he
was a Fascist Ruffian. But when in
Parliament the Marxists came face to
face with the mythical character they
haq themselves created, they saw not a
Fascist Ruffian  but the Hurman
Dynamo in action. Now, at least pri-
vately, they admit why and how the
Minister of Transport gets the job done.

There are other Front Bench U.N.P.

men who have their own technique in
putting across an idea in debates. in
Parliament. There i the Minister  of

Fducation (Mr. E. A. Nugawela) faced
with a gigantic task of both overhauling
and adjustment, who wins through by
the pressure of hig charm ang the pleas-
ing manner of his speech. There is the
Minister of Food (Mr. A. Ratnayake)
who can, when he wants, use the loud-
pedal angd provide any debate with first-
hand information of rural needs.

The U.N.P. Chief hag other Marshalls
who are at his service though not ex-
clusively Party men. There ‘is ‘the
Minister without Portfolio (Mr. A. E.
Goonesinha) who can out-roar any revo-
lutionary roaring, always quick to re-
call that those who today clamour to be
the saviours of the workers were un-
heard of when he raised the Labour
Banner and led the crusade on behalf
of the under-privileged.

® % @

FPHERE is also the Minister of
Trade and Commerce (Mr.
C. Sumtheraljngam) whose loyalty to
the Chief and appreciation of the
theory of Cabinet Government have
mellowed his ebullience but as a debater
against any ‘‘other side’’ be they White-
hall experts or the theorists of revolu-
tion he has shown his mastery over
facts with mathematica) precision.

Then there is the Minister of Labour
(Mr, T. B. Jayah) who can stone-wall
any Opposition, !g.d the Minister of
Posts (Mr. C. Sittampalam) who has
an attractive way of springing up sud-
denly, giving a devastating retort, and
sitting down as suddenly and remaining
as impassive as a carven image.

Among the Parlipmentary Secretaries
in the House, thef# Member for Kal-
munai (Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper( has
alwayg lent spice to any debate and
today when he rises the whole House
is pleasurably expected a string of
Kariapperian epigrams.

In the Senate while the former House
Minister, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, was
there, whether in debate or marshalling
the course of it, he towered over the
rest. Today the Minister of Justice
(Dr. L, A. Rajapakse), the Minister of
Home Affairs (Mr. E, A. P. Wijeye-
ratne) and Senator U. A, Jayasundera
really have no Opposition debaters
worthy of their steel in that restricted
arena,

Indeed the year's record in  Parlia-
ment, both in the work done ang the
debating victories scoreq is a recorq cf
which the Prime Minister of any coun-
try can be proud. That this state of
affairs may last would Re the wish of
those who desire stability of Govern-
ment and the gradua) conversion of the
status of the ‘“have-nots’’ into a status
of “haves.”

]
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We have a wide range of

Superior Quality. All-wool
Worsted Tweeds, Serges,
and Flannels in various
grades.
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@ Burberry’s Exclusive Tweed
Suit Lengths in most up-to-
date Shades and Patterns
Suit made to measure

Rs. 175-00

@ All-wool English Panama in
several shades of Fawn and

grey
Suit made to measure
Rs. 162-50
@ Ali-wool”  Grey  worsted

Flannels in shades of Silver,
Midgrey and dark grey

Trousers made to measure

Rs. 53-00
do in mid grey onl
Rt Rs. 42-50 ;
@ Cricketting Flannel, all-wool superior quality. 5
Trousers made to measure ... ... Rs. 50-00
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TAILORS

MAIN STREET, COLOMBO




ELECTRIC RECORD REPRODUCER FOR
MUSIC LOVERS OF MODEST MEANS

THE

Deccalian

is not just a record player but -reproduces
with a new meaning, full of tone and colour
never heard before.

This superb product of the DECCA RECORD CO. LTD.
is as attractive in design, with its white plastic
speaker grille, as it is for its tone and powerful
amplification. No radio is necessary to wuse the
Deccalian reproducer, for it is entirely self-contained—
just plug in to the mains and play your record ! The
Sapphire needle has a life of a thousand playings and
almost eliminates record wear.

.o

g Sole Distributors:

LEWIS BROWN
— & CO. LTD.——

INVERESK HOUSE  MacCALLUM ROAD
COLOMBO

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE MOST ADVANCED

SIDEROSTHEN o
BLACK PAINT @

~ ANTI - CORROSIVE @

Where black paint is  desired
SIDEROSTHEN  black is the
finest for protecting all kinds
of construction work exposed
to the weather.

DELIVERY FROM STOCK @

HARRISONS & CROSFIELD LTD

(Incorporated in England. Liability of Members Limited.)

Sole Agents for D. Anderson & Son Ltd., Manchester.

Mr. A. Ratnayaka

WHEN the new Government took

office in October, 1947, under
the new Constitution the food posi-
tion was still difficult. We were still
on the inadequate ration of ore
measure a week of rice and one lb.
a week of flour and in order to find
the rice for this ration the meagure
imports had to be supplemented by
rice collected under the Internal
Purchase Scheme. There was a
good deal of dissatisfaction with the

Internal Purchase Scheme the strin-
gency of which it was felt was retard-

ing food production, but it could not"

have been relaxed as the annual col-
lection of 36,000 to 40,000 tons that was
made under it formed a vital portion of
the supplies needed to maintain the rice
ration scheme. In spite of the limita-
tions imposed by inadequate supplies
the efficiency of our distribution scheme
bas all along ensured that everybody
got his ration of rice and flour without
interruption. It has been the envy of
many other countries where food was
searce.

2. We began the year 1948 with pros-
pects of increased supplies of most items
of foodstuffs including rice and flour.
The International Emergency Food
Committee allocated to Ceylon an in-
creased quantity of rice from the world
exportable surplus. We were given
341,000 tons from Burma, 30,000 tons
from Egypt and 29,000 tons from Bra-
zil. Prospects of these increased sup-
plies of rice enabled us to increase the
rice ration in February, 1948, by about
25 per cent. It was also decided to
issue this increased rice at the subsidiz-
ed price. The increa!sdin the rice jssue
naturally resulted in réduced flour con-
sumption and we were able-to save ex-
penditure on about 6,000 tons of flour
per month. As the increased imports
of rice came in, there was no necessity
to continue the collection of internal
paddy for supplemehting the supply
needed for the ration®scheme: Accord-
ingly, by the end of February, Govern-
ment removed all controls and restric-
tive measures on the purchase and sale
of country rice and paddy. A free mar-
ket in country rice and paddy was al-
lowed to function and in order to safe-
guard the interests of the producer,
(GGovernment fixed the guaranteed price
2t Rs. 8 per bushel for paddy bought by
the Government or the agents of the
Government. In order to implement
this guaranteed price Co-operative Mar-
keting Societies were set up in most of
the producing areas. Also the Depart-
ment for the Development of Market-
ing would buy through their agents in
areas that were not covered by Co-ope-
rative Marketing Societies. The aboli-
tion of the Internal Purchase Scheme
coupled with the issue of the increased
rice ration resulted in the free market
price of rice dropping substantially,
that is, from Rs. 1/50 per measure io
05 cents per measure. It was also pos-
sible for hotels and eating houses to
serve a full rice meal at a price round-
about 75 cents ger meal.

THE
FRONT

3. Flour consumption dropped further
with the abolition of the Internal Pur-
chase Scheme. It became possible to
secure increased imports of sugar. In
June, 1948, we were accordingly en-
abled to. decontrol the distribution of
flour and sugar. The subsidy on flour
had however to be reduced substantial-
Jy. Sugar is now freely available to the
consumer and for other kinds of users.
The satisfactory rice position ®as also
enabled us to sell a part of the import-
ed rice stocks outside the rationing
scheme. But such rice is sold at cost.
These measures no doubt brought us
heneficial results, chiefly a drop in the
real cost of living of the masses. As
flour had to be sold at a fairly high
price its consumption has droped aBout
40 per cent. to what it was at the be-
ginning of the year. It will be the
future policy of the Government to dis-
courage the consumption of cereals
from outside and to encourage the sub-
stitution of locally grown grains like
meneri, maize and kurakkan.

4. What about the future? For vari-
ous reasons food is not going to be
plentiful for years to come. This is
specially so in the case of rice and
other cereals. Increased local produc-
tion of paddy, millets, pulses, onions
and chillies until the country reaches
self-sufficiency should be our goal. But
this takes time and we have to support
an increasing population. We must
produce at least 12,000 tons additional
rice per annum to support the normal
increase in population. We cannot ex-
pect the food producing countries of the
world to give us suhstantmw
supplies for the next five years, for
food problem is a world problem. The
population of the world has increased
during the last decade, in spite of the
holocaust of the world war, by
150,000,000, but production has not kept
pace giving rise to scarcties of all kinds,
dollar shortage and food subsidies. Food
subsidies are a new and gigantic social
service, a new device, in addition to
all others, of transferring income from
the better off to the worse-off. In Qey-
lon the total cost of such subsidies dur-
ing the last seven years has been Rs.
212 million. During the next year we
are going to spend Rs. 50 million, or
perhaps more, on the subsidy on rice.

Mr. RATNAYAKA reviews
PROGRESS ON |
FOOD

Wy R O R W W v

L



\‘SEPTEMBER 10, 1948

.~ "ONE YEAR OF AGRICULTURAL

i

m;l population.

e

B

% \

U. N. P. JournaL

THE importance of agricul-

ture in our country needs
no emphasis. The prosperity
of her people is inextricably
linked to agricultural progress,
on which also depends her so-
cial security and political sta-
bility. The most urgent prob-
lem that faces the Government

is titat of improving the pro-e

ductivity of this Island for a
two-fold objective; firstly, to
eliminate our dependence on
imported food, and secondly,
to meet the requirements of a
steadily growing population
Population which must, for a
long time yet to come, rely

upon agriculture for its main-
tenance.

Today, though an agricultural
country, we are nevertheless far
from self-sufficient in respect of
foodstuffs. The * total area under
paddy is less than a million acres,
scarcely sufficient for a third of the
In the year 1947,
the value of food imports was more
half the value of all imports and the
present food bill exceed Rs. 400 mil-
lion a year. Factors inherent in the
post-war economy of the world has
so far prevented a return to normal
conditions of supply and it is ex-
pected that « the existing world
sHortage of food will continue much
longer.

The policy of this Ministry is, brief-
ly, the achievement of _the maximum
self-sufficiency possible within a reason-
able period. For the implementation
and fulfilment of this policy, a detail-
ed programme has been drawn up which
comprises the construction of large-
scale irrigation schemes, the develop-
ment of the maximum extents available
under major end miner schemes, and
the organisation of  our agricultural
effort on economic lines. The work to
beone is stupendous. It involves the
reclamation of large extents of lamd
now in jungle into productivity, higher
and better yields of lands already un-
der cultivation, improvement of live-
stock breeds, and the more even dis-
tribution of population which is now
congested and concentrated in the wet
Zones.

A start has been made to undertake
this work, with the inception of the
Ministry under the New Constitution in
October, 1947. . The record of achieve-
ment in the first year of a National
Government, is not only encouraging but
also promising for the'fulfilment of our
objective in the future.

MAJOR COLONISATION
SCHEMES
programme of development
of maxlmu.m available extents

~ under mefor colonisation schemes con-
sists of:—

(i) A short-term programme for the
two-year period, 1947-1948 and 1948-
1949 a8 an immediate contribution ,to
the problem of increased production of
paddy. It will bring under cultivatipn
+26,000 acres of land and establish 3,250

~ colonists. An extent of 20,089 acres of

DEVELOPMENT

jungle land have already been felled
and approximately 1,000 cottages are
under construction.

(ii) A long-term programme for the
six-year period, 1947-1953 under which
an extent of 132,000 acres will be open-
ed up and 16,500 colonists established.
These colonisation schemes follow the
pattern of an economic unit per colo-
nist of 5 acres of paddy, 3 acres of
highland with a house, and where land
is available, or another 10 acres of
rotational cropping worked on a co-
operative basis. These major colonisa-
tion schemes are long-term measures of
national development, seeking to estab-
lish colonies in areas nmow in forest
which are being reclaimed for settled
agriculture. The total cost will be Rs.
25 million of which Rs. 10 million was
provided for 1947-1948 and provision has
been made for another Rs. 15 million
in 1948-1949.

MINOR VILLAGE WORKS

In addition to the major colonisation
schemes, this Ministry , has also con-
centrated on the development of the
maximum available extents under minor
irrigation works which will prove of im-
mediate benefit in local areas. The
total amount expended on minor village

works in 1947-1948, i.e., construction,
maintenance, development, inprove-
various provinces at a total estimated
ment, repair, etc., is Rs. ,206,662.
A total number of 239 schemes in the
cost of Rs. 504,902 under the Food Pro-
duction Vote were attended to. The
Department of Irrigation took up over
176 items of work at a total cost of Rs.
1,106,672. Further, subsidies were paid
to owners of private irrigable land for
asweddumising available irrigable ex-
tents under existing minor irirgation
schemes. The total amount of these

subsidies is Rs. 841,392,
GIGANTIC GAL-OYA

THE Ministry has undertaken two
gigantic multiple-purpose pro-
jects, the Gal-Oya and the Walawe.
The construction of Gal-Oya, for which
the necessary contracts have already
been entered into, commences in 1949
and will be completed in about 1951.
The construction of Walawe is scheduled
to commence is 1950 and will be com-
pleted in 1953. The total financial com-
mitments involved in these two schemes
is approximately Rs. 90 million which
will be povided for from Loan Fund
Expenditure.
The economy of our country as it
exists today is somewhat stilted, with
the greater part of development and

———

By

Dudley Senanayake

bopulation concentrated on the western
side. These two schemes when in full
working order will open up industrially
and economically, the eastern half of
the Island and thereby provide a more
balanced basis for our economy.

The objects and scope of the Gual-Oya,
Scheme briefly are:—

(a) Flood Protection. The Pattipolai
Aar Basin will be free from fear of
flood damage.

(b) Water Supply. Treated water
supply will be available for about 20,000
people.

(c): Industrial Power. Three turbines
generating a total of 9,000 horse power,

(d) Irrigation. Provide water to irria
gate 60,000 acres for two seasons _a
year.

The Walawe project will be on similar
lines as that of the Gol-Oya Scheme
with similar advantages and with the
same scope. Both schemes will come
under the control of a Development
Board on the same lines as that of the
Tennesse Valley Authority.

COTTON

(Continued on page 1I)
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THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE
COMPANY, LIMITED

CoLOMBO

INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND.
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED

Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transport
Departments
Goods cleared through Customs, and
I, Ferwarded to any part of

Colombo

Delivered at Railway Station for
transmission Up-Country
Stored In bond to suit the
convenience of owners, or .

IV. Placed in a transhipment ware-
house for re-shipment.
Telephone 2291 Post Box 169

COLOMBO.

of Bes? Qualily
Crops

for all
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ONE YEAR

THe first anniversary of any
institution is a noteworthy
event and all anniversaries are
celebrated with pomp and cere-
money throughout the world.
There is an extraordinary in-
terest and importance, how-
ever, in the anniversary of the
United National Party because
all aspects of the life of this
nation are influenced by its
future and present policy.
Whereas the anniversaries of
other institutions may have an
importance for its members,
and, to varying degrees, to the
rest of the community, the
anniversary of the United
National Party is a national
event. The UN.P, stands for
all such ideals as have been
cherished by the mnation for
many centuries. In the fore-
front is the idea] of all those
who fought to defend the free-
dom of Lanka and gave their
lives for that cause. It stands
for the ideals of those who
found a nation under the heel
of the conquerer but continued
the age-old struggle for inde-
pendence and looked forward
to the day when Lanka would
once again be free. When the
Party was formed: and went
before the country during the
first General Election under
the Soulbury Constitution it
gave a pledge to the people
that it would work towards the
goal of freedom, That pledge
has been fulfilleg and now we
are a free nation.

There is nothing so great
and so worthwhile as the free-
dom of man and that great
gift we have won in 1948,
owing to the efforts angq the
achievements of the United
National Party. Whatever else
We may or may not have
achieved this one great
achievement stands above all

other accomplishments to our
credit.

We promised to fight for
politica] freedom; we fought
for and won it and are now
engaged in the great task of
using that freedom as a foun-
dation on which to build the
other great freedoms that our
people need-—freedom from
ignorance, freedom from
poverty, freedom from disease,
and freedom from wear. We
appeal to our countrymen
to rally round this party-—
the party of ordered .progress,
the party of trieq and experi-
enced patriots,

“ Let not a drop of wqté'f
flow into the sea without

going through a turbine ...”

NORTON BRIDGE

THE Ministry of Transport is
going aheaq with the big-

gest construction work in the

Island, mamely, the Hydro-
Electric Scheme, at Norton
Bridge. the completion of

which will usher in the indus-

trial revolution of Ceylon.

This scheme was held up during
the war years owing to the lack of
steel and cement but hag been re-

sumed and the first stage, which

will produce 25,000 kilowatts of

power which is nearly three times

the total electric power available in the
Island at present, will be completed in
1950. The scheme is in three stages,
and when the second and third stages
are complete a total of 100,000 Kilo-
watts of powellr will be made available
to the Island for industrial and domes-
tic uses. A large pumber of the in-
dustria] schemes that have been drawn
up by Government Departmentg in the
past were held up owing to the lack of
cheap motive power due to the fact
that Ceylon has no coal or oil for indus-
trialisation. The use of water power is
the only alternative and after 1950 the
Government will have at its command
the great resources of the Hydro-Elec-

tric Scheme.

The Ministry of Transport has also
considered the modernisation of the
Port of Colombo ang det'qled plans are
now ready for making Ceylon’s premier
harbour one of the best harbours

the East.

in
These plans include the

building of alongside qgays so that

ships need not berth in ‘nid-water. The
entire scheme has been estimated to

cost Rs. 50,000,000 anq the Ministry

The children pla.y at the Workers’ Park at Ratmalana
L]

INDUSTRIAL

proposes to spend this amount over a
period of ten years.
the”

It is expected to

inaugurate Port Devel®bpment
Scheme next year. The Colombo Har-
bour is the most vital spot in Ceylon,
in that the food supplies of the country
are unloaded in it, ang all our exporis
from which the Island derives ifg re-
venue leave Ceylon from it. As such.
every improvement that is made will
have direct repercussions on the econo-
mic condition _of the Islaﬁd and the in-

crease of its national income.

The Ministry is also in charge of “he
Railway and Roag Transport Services,
and in order to co;ordinate all transport
services a Commissioner has been ap-
pointed to study the problem and™SIFAN_
mit, a report to the Minister. The gene-

ral lines of policy, however, are:

(1) That the rail and roaq transport
services should not be considered
as two separate‘ and rival organisa-
tions but part of a single servicew.
devoted to the welfare of the people.

(2) That the monopoly control  of
particular routes by individual com-
panies should end and that a new
kind of company should be set up
which would provide an opportun-
ity for the public to own shares in
them. An important
that has been decided upon is tha:

provision -

the employees of all hra.n}sport com-
panies should have the right #6 a
share of the profits of such com-
panies in addition to the wages they
earn.
is hoped, will develop with full pub-

lic support and the fullest possible

Such public companies, it

co-operation from its exixloyees. 50-3
that ultimately they will be able to

undertake even greater responsi-
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Sir John Kotelawela

Will Bring

REVOLUTION

bilities than have been entrusted to

small companies at the present

) .
moment.

The Public Works Department has
undertaken for the nexy year expendi-
ture on s,‘la.rge number of schemes in-
volving a total of Rs. 62,000,000. The
maintenance and minor improvements
of existing buildings and roads
will involve Rs- 20,000,000 out of this

alone

amount. =~ New buildings and new road
constructions will amount to another
Rs. 20,000,000.

Loan Fund expenditure on  major

construction works for various other

Departm;nts of the Government in-

hlves an expenditure of Rs 22,000,000-

. undertaken to accomplish in a

This means that the P.W.D. has
single

year the largest construction activity of

any Department in the Island, employ-

ing, at different stages, nearly 125,000
people. A great deal of the work that
will be undertaken next year will be
continued in the years to come and will
mean the building of schools, dispen-
saries, hospitals and other public build-
ings throughout the countryv. It will
be interesting to note that the activi-
ties of this Department show an in-
crease by nearly five or six times in
comparison with pre-war years, without
any increase of the staff available at
that time. Apart from the works that
bave been undertaken there are special
activities under the direction of this
Department like the University Scheme
which is being pushed on as fast as

" possible

The Ministry of Transport is respon-
sible for the expenditure of nearly 60
per cent. of the tota] ‘Budget of the
country and employs nearly 80 per cent
of the personnel in the Government Ser-
vice. It has therefore embarked on a
new policy of labour welfare and it has

Sir

John Kotelawsla

been decided to inaugurate a welfare
service in October this year. The prin-
.cible laid down is that every employee,
irrespective of his station or grade.
should have every facility to make his
grievances known to the highest autho-
rity and to obtain justice in every case
where an injustice has been done. A
new Welfare Organisation with a Wel-
fare Officer in the Ministry Head Office
will be set up and minor Welfare Offi-
cers will be chosen from among the men
themselves, whose primary duty will be
to inquire into grievances ang obtain
redress. A part of the welfare activity
involves the provision of suitable hous-
ing for wlorkers. This policy has al-
ready been put into practice with the
building of nearly 1,000 homes for Rail-
way and Government Factory workers
in Colombo‘. Such building schemes
will be continued ang will, in future,
include the clerical grades of Govern-

ment Service and plans are ready for

the first stage of building 100 homes for

clerks in 1949,

The Pavilion at the Kotelawela Workers’ Housing
estate at Ratmalana

FERNANDOPULLE
BROS.

FOR

GROCERIES

I186-188, FIRST CROSS ST.
(NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION)

COLOMBO

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. PAINTS DIV.

DUCO

Duco is acknowledged to be the standout
quality spray paint by re-finishers and car
owners” alike. Stocks are now in the hands

of garages all over the Island.

Agents :—

BOSANQUET & SKRINE LTD.

P. O. Box 14 COLOMBO
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Lmnder was so thirsty that he leapt into ? the drink s Now,
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~ 7HE poliey of the Ministry of Health and Local Govern-
" ment is toextend medical facilities and to intensify
.

L]
prevenﬁlve ‘measures in order to provide the people Q~f the
% ‘ -
coyntry with efficient, adequate and effective health mea-
sures both on ‘the Preventive and Curative side,

*With a view to implementing
this policy, it is proposed on
the Curative side, Yo establsn more
Central, Branch and Visiting Dispen-
saries than have been established
hitherto. The Central Dispensary will
have a Maternity Ward in charge of a
trained midwife where normal  cases
wil] be attended to, while all abnormal
cases will be removed to the nearest
hospital. It will also have a small
ward where serious cases will be kept
until removed by ambulance to the
closest hospital.

In the draft Estimates for 1948-49,
one million rupees has been provided to
complete 20 Central Dispensaries sanc-
tioneq in 1947-48 and to construct 20
new ones. Moreover, Rs. 2,071,300
ha,s also been provided to complete 71
Maternity Homes under  construction
and" to build 15 new Homes with Cen-
tral Dispensaries attached io them.

Of the so-called Rural and Cottage
Hospitals it is proposed to convert some
into fully equipped and staffed District
Hospitals, while a few in backward and
remote areas will remain as Cottage
Hospitals.

The draft Estimates for 1948-49 pro-
vide Rs. 1,650,500 to complete the
Rural Hospitals already under construc-
‘tion and to bring some of them up to
District Hospital standard.

The Provincial and District Hospitals
which in the past do not appear to
have received very close attention, will
be brought up to a satisfactory position
regarding accommodation, staff and
equipment. Two million rupees have
been provided in th 194849 Estimates to
make a beginning in  this direction.
Rs. 1,798,500 has also been provided
for certain new institutions and Rs.
1,384,243 for additions and improve-
ments.

* * *

US it is expected in course

of time to have a large num-
ber of District Hospitals in the Island
with a very much larger number of
Central, Branch and Visiting Dispen-
saries grouped round them and in close
communication with them by ambulance
and telephone services-

The Provincial Hospitals will be simi-
larly connected to the District Hospitals

L]
around them and will have specialists
attached to them, whose servicegs will
be available at these institutions or at

the District Hospials where patier}ts
cannot be removed to the Provincial
Centre.

With the proposed increase in  dis-

pensaries and the improvement of the
District and Provincial Hospitals steps
are being taken to increase the neces-
sary staff and equipment.

A second Medical College and Hos- *

pital at Peradeniya has already been
sanctioned and in a few years the out-
put of Medical Officers will be increased
to 100 per cent. The number of Medi-

CEYLON’S HEALTH
POLICY

By S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike

ca] Officers to be sent out for specialist
training has been increased from 50 to
65, and it is proposed to obtain the
services of eminent specialists from
abroad on agreement for a*® specific
period.

With a view to increase the number
of Nurses, it is proposed to have a
second Nurses Training School at
Kandy as soon as certain  American
Nursing Tutors arrive. It is also pro-
posed to recruit pupils with a Sinhalese
or Tamil education to an  Assistant
Nurses’ grade, who in due course will
have an opportunity of getting into the
Nurses’ Grade.

(b) PREVENTIVE: On the Preven-
tive side too it is proposed to intensify
the activities of the Department. As
water-soluble D.D.T. ig now available
greater use of it wil] be made in the
anti-malaria campaign. Steps are also
being taken to instruct householders to
use the D.D.T. themselves so that the
departmental officers can cover a much

Jlarger area than at present.

It is intended to make a concentrated
efforf in regard to tubercylosis, mala-
e«&1a, cancer, venereal diseases ang to a
somewhat less extent diseases such as
hookworm, elephantiasis and leprosy.
Steps are being taken to establish Sana-
toria at Wirawila in Hambantota Dis-
trict and at Puttalam for T.B patients.
The Military Hospital at Kankesanturai
which has a bed strength of 600 has
been taken over by the Department and
converted into a Civil Hospita] with
several wards for T.B. patients, A
Nationa] Association for the prevention
of Tuberculosis has recently
formed. Dr. Gellner, a worldwide ex-
pert in T.B., has been invited to come
to Ceylon and to advise the department
in regard to T.B. work especially the
use of B.C.G. vaccine.

(¢) AYURVEDIC COLLEGE: It is
proposed to implement some of the
recommendations of - the Ayurvedic
Commission during 194849, and provi-
sion has been made in the Estimates

been,

v
v
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116, STEUART PLACE
COLPETTY

Yearly Contract Rates

\

LUBRICATION |

GRAMS :
“Dies®’® Colombo

for an increase in the number of lec-
turers at the Ayurvedic College and for
post-graduate training and a hostel for
the students. §

(d) WORLD HEALTH ORGANISA- %
TION: Ceylon has been elected a mem-
ber of the World Health Organisation
and has also been elected to its Execu-
tive Committee. Full advantage will
be taken of this position to obtain for :
our country the help ang advice of
world experts. It is contemplated to f
get the services of a highly qualified
expert to advice on a reorganisation of
the Meica] and Sanitary Departments.

LEGISLATION

(e) A Food and Drugg Ordinance,
Nurses Registration Ordinance, and an
Ordinance for the Registratign of Pri-
vate Hospitals and Nursing Homeg will
soon be introduced to deal with matt:
that have long been awaiting atten- \
tion.
(2> LOCAL GOVERNMENT

IN the sphere of Local Govern- .
ment the policy of the past
Ministry to give every possible assist-
ance to Local Authorities both financial
and otherwise is being followed.
Housing: The Ministry is giving
priority to Housing Schemes and as far
as funds permit, these schemes wil] be™ = =
proceeded with in order to supply the
people both in urban and rura] areas
with proper housing conditions. A sum
of Rs. 5,032,500 has been provided for
the coming year as grants for Housing
Schemes while the grant for Slum
Clearance has been increased to -
Rs: 2,000,000. \

Water Schemes: This is also a
matter that is receiving priority. A
sum of 7 million rupees has been set %
apart under Loan Schemes out of
which Rs. 1,014,306 has already been
spent up to the end of last financial .
year. A sum of Rs. 1,322,236 has been
released during this financial year and
there is provision in Rs, 1,390,847 in
the 1948-49 estimates for the following _
schemes: Tangalla, Puttalam Ward
No. 1, Hambantota, Padiyapelella,
Matale, Haliela, Kayts, Vavuniya,
Beralapanatara.

Water schemes for towns are being
proceeded with as quickly as possible.

* * *

A SUM of Rs. 500,0000 is pro-

vided as grants for village
wells in the coming year, and a further
500,000 from Loan Funds.

A speclal sub-department of the
P.W.D. is being set up to deal with
Water Schemes and the services of an
expert from abroad will be obtained to
be in charge of this Department_

Village Works: The grant for
Village Works has been increased and
a sum of Rs. 2,500,000 is being pro-
vided for village works in the coming
vear.  This will help to construc a
number of urgent village works that
have been on the waiting list for some
time.

(d) Community Centres in Rural
Areas: This movement has provided a
Breat success in providing what is pri-
marily a playgrounq plus library move-
ment in village areas. A sum of
Rs. 150,000 has been mprovided to pro-
ceed further with this work.

New Councils ang Elections: Steps
are being taken to convert the Urban
Colneils of Kurunegala, Nuwara Eliya
and Jaffna into Municipalities ® from
st January, 1949, ang to hold all the
Village Committee electiong due in 1949 .
under the new Local Authorities Elec-
tions Ordinance,

’ fi
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ONE YEAR OF AGRICULTURAL
" DEVELOPMENT

(Continued from page

A SUITABLE variety—the Uganda
Selection BP79—adafifed to lo-
cal conditions and with generally good
yields, has been evolved and quantities
of pure seed enough for 1,800 acres
were made available. Good prices were
available for the crop. The entire out-
put was purchased by the mills at a
delivery price of Rs. 32/50 per cwt.
During the next year, approximately
1,500 acres in the Fastern Province and
a few hundred acres in the North-
Central Province will be brought under
cultivation and pure seed production will
be stepped up to supply to about 7,000
acrees. Research on better types,
methods of cultivation of cotton, place
of cotton in rotational agriculture, are
being continued. Arrangements have
been made for the establishment of 2
small ginneries, each with 4 gins, to
handle the pure seed and also part of
the growers’ crop. These ginneries,
when working fully will be ‘able to
handle about 700 tons of seed cotton a
year.
~ SUGAR CANE
The first step on sugar cane cultiva-
tion, which has been under examina-
tion for sometime, has now been taken
in the commencement of the production
of the necessary planting material on
departmental farms under the Parak-
rame Samudra Scheme. Extents for
the cultivation of sugar cane under Gal-
Oya will also be available, and arrange-
ments have been made for the recruit-
ment of a sugar cane expert from ab-
road to supemvise the whole scheme
from the agricultural side. An officer
from the Department has also been sent
to Australia to make a special tudy of
sugar cane cultivadion.

COCQNUT
blem that faces the coconut
ustry is the fact that an extent of

approximately 15,000 acres should be
replanted every vear. The first essen-
tial for the replasting programme 1is the
supply of selected high grade nuts.
For this purpose, arrangements have
been made for the establishment of 3
large nurseries under the Coconut Re-
search Scheme and by the Department
of Agrisulture to supply, in the first'
instance, sufficient seedlings for an ex-
tene of 3,000 acres and provision has
accordingly been made in the 1948-1949
estimates.
ALIENATION OF CROWN LAND
Crown land is one of the most valu-
able assets of the people. It is the
duty of the Government not only to
protect it from encroachment but to
alienate it to the best possible manner
with a view to advancing the prosperity
of the people. The total acreage of
cown land mapped out for village ex-
pansion, colonisation and middle-class
Ceylonese is 350,6 3 acres, of which ‘a
total acreage of 196,287 acres had been
alienated up to the beginning of 1947.
During the year, 1947-1948, o total num-
bexy of 480 land kachcheries were ield
.an}Ktotal extent of 13,870 acres alien-
ated.

ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE
LAND FOR VILLAGE
EXPANSION PURPOSES
To méet the requirements of villagers,
steps have been taken for the acquisi-
_ tion of " private lands in areas where
crown land available 1s inadequate for
the purposes of village expansion. The
total extent of private land acquired
since 1941 is 10,835 acres, of which
5,085 acres have been sllotted to 1,510
allottees and an extent of 5,730 acres
is Tun as estates by Government on co-
operative lines. The total number of
ho lconstructed on these acquired
lands is 637. During the year, 1947-
1948, a sum of Rs. 1} million was spent
for the acquisition of private lands, and
Provision has been made in the next
financial year for Rs. 5 million.
LAND REDEMPTION
24 acquisitions have been completed
to date. An extent of 1,051 acres is
at present under valuation.
LAND SETTLEMENT
129 villages were released from closure;
and settlement orders were published
in 93 villages during 1647-1948.
DEBT CONCILIATION
During 1947-1948, as many as 2,300
applications from debtors were received,
and dealt with. .
_ AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
' In edditional to the School of Agri-
culture at Peradeniya, the establish-

7)

Kundasale has been brought to a finaj
stage. This will provide elementary
training in scientific agriculture for
about 100 girls in the first instance.

SOIL CONSERVATION

In view of the urgent importance of
the necesssity for the protection of soil
from erosion, steps have been taken for
the enactment of a Bill to provide for
the conservation of soil.

Arrangements are also been made to
recruit an officer from abroad, with
the necessary qualifications and experi-
ence, for this work.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

The Department of Agriculture con
tinued to deal with the development of
new and improved methods of livestock
produttion. The Upland Farms con-
tinued to send out animals for breed-
ing purposes. Action has been taken
to examine and implement, where DpOs-
sible, the recommendations contained
in the Wright Report on the develop-
ment of cattle breeding and milk pro-
duction in Ceylon.

INCREASE IN YIELDS OF
PADDY PER ACRE

A greater part of the work of the
Department of Agriculture has been

concentrated on the improvement of
paddy cultivation in the Island. #This
it has endeavoured to do by propaganda
In regard to improved methods of cul-
tivation. the issue of pure-line seed and
the adoption of and advice on measures
for the control of pests and diseases
The Agricultural Instructors conducted
numerous demonstrations on various
cultural operations such as ploughing
with improved ploughs, the harrowing
of the soil and of the growing crop,
transplanting, the use of manures and
the control of weeds, peasts and dis-
seases. The Department has under its
control 2,850 acres of pure line paddy.
These together with such paddy as is
grown on private seed farms are ex-
pected to produce 120,000 bushels of
pure seed.

CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION AND SALE
SOCIETIES

Co-operative Agricultural Production
and Sales Societies constitute the organ-
isation to meet the financial needs of
the peasantry. The activities of these
societies cover both animal husbandry
and increased agricultural production,
including transport, storage, sales and
loans. The total number of societics so
far established is 61 and the “otai

ltad s g AL

amount of loans given is Rs. 3,549,000.

- ment of the®?Girls Farm School at
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_;IVHE Ministry of Industries,

Industrial Research and
Fisheries is comprised of the
fomr Departments of Indus-
tries (including Industrial Re-
searcly), Fisheries, Salt, and
Mineralogy, all of which are
linked together by one com-
prehensive policy. This policy is
one of steady industrial develop-
ment, on sound foundations, with
Government assistance wherever it
is necessary, justifiable, and pos-
sible. In order to prosecute this
development with maximum effi-
ciency and energy the closest atten-

tion is devoted to the exploitation of
Ceylon’s resources, coupled with par-
ticular attention to the provision of
employment and the maximum return
for the operatives engaged upon Gov-
ernment sponsored enterprises.

The assistance — afforded by this

inistry to Industry, under which

eading all the four Departments are
eMbraced, falls under several main
lines of approach:—

(1) Industrial enterprise
by Government itself,
tories.

(2) The

undertaken
e.g. fac-

fostering of small or Cot-
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By

mpalam

tage Industries by Government
assistance both in the form of
finance, demonstration and in-
struction, e.g., 760 institutions at
which Cottage Industries are
taught throughout the whole of
Ceylon.

Industrial Research in the Minis-
try’s Laboratories whence guid-
ance issues upon any problem
that confronts Ceylon Industry.

The planning and construction of
new factories and Goverment in-
dustrial enterprise on a long-term
basis.

Protection of Ceylon’s industrial
enterprise, which takes the form
of proposed legislation, e.g., ihe
the Industrial Products Regulation
Act, coupled with carefully con-
sidered protective tariffs and im-
port restriction to afford essential

waking

cover for - growing ° industries,
pending the operation of legisla-
tion, or where no other form of
protection is possible.

(6) The provision of marketing orga-
nization for the output of those
enterprises which fall within the
scope of the Ministry,

Sums of Rs. 9,517,061 under the votes
of this Ministry, and Rs. 15,660,700
under Loan Fund Expenditure, in addi-
tion to money to be expended under
Advance Accounts, have been provided
for the development of industries in the
interests of producers and consifmers.

The factories already in exist-
ence  are, Leather and Shoes,
Drugs, Acetic Acid, Coir, Glass,

Ceramics, and Plywood, while the exist-
ing Steel Rolling and Paper Factories
are to be replaced with new plants on
a very much bigger scale.

Its b
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Happy Dreams . . .

He’s a sturdy young rascal—well developed, glowing with health, and,
althf)ugh he sleeps his head off, he’s full of fun and vitality in his
he’s alLACTOGEN baby.

LACTOGEN provides, in a form Baby can easily digest and assimilate,
the food elements necessary to satisfy the needs of his fast growing
f}'ame and body: food to make good dense bone; sound teeth; firm,
lithe musole; quiet nerves; a happy disposition and a etrong vigorous

LACTOGEN is pure, fresh, full-cream milk modified especially for

BCTOGEN

A NESTLE PRODUCT PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR INFANT FEEDING

UNDER the Cottage Industries
programme are includeg the
1 of iles, -
sericulture, pottery, mat weaving using
wetakelya, indikola agd palmyrab,
twine manufacture, paper toys, needle
work and hana fibre. The Cottage In-
dustry organisation is already a Depart-
ment in itself with, as mentioned
above, 1750 institutions, while the de-
mang for, %the establishment of more
centres is so great thag it is difficult to
keep pace with Ceylon’s requirements.

The Fisheries are in progress of re-
organisation with special attention to
research, fresh water fish rearing and a
Fisheries Training School. Direct assis-
tance to fishermen is given by means of
loans to Co-operative Societies, and -
the energetic sponsoring of housing
schemes coupled with social welfare ope-
rations, which are accomplished through
the medium of those Ministrips tO
which these activities are allotted.
Four Ice Plants are on order, and the
successful exploitation of commercial
trawling is in progress of expansion by
means of the purchase of a  second
trawler.

The Mineralogica] Department may
be coupled with the Industrial Re-
search branch. It is a Department
that attracts little atention, but which
does a volume of valuable and practical
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- POSTS AND
- TELECOMMUNICATIONS

THE policy of the Ministty cf
Posts and Telecommuni-

cations is . to improve as
quickly .- as  possible Postal
and Telecommunication faci-

lities throughout the Island so
as to meet the Government,

commercial ang private needs
of the country. Financia] conside-
rations awe kept constantly in view
but public utility services such as
the Ministry provides cannot always
be remunerative. After taking credit
for free services rendered to Gov-
‘ernment Departments (which may be
assessed at Rs. 6,000.000) ang allowing
for estimated under- expenditure the
revenue appearing in the 1948-49 Esti-
mates (approximately Rs. 22,000,000)
corresponds roughly with the expendi-
ture. The desirability of revision of
the postage, telephone and telegraph
rates is under consideration, 'The
policy in regarq to the various services
is detaileq below.

" POSTAL SERVICES: The aim is to
extend and accelerate postal deliveries,
not only in large towns, but also in
the villages, providing a network of
deliveries all over the Island. Exten-
sion involves the provision of delivery
services in areas which are now covered
by sub-Post Offices.  Deliveries will be
speeded up by the provision of bicycles

and the conversion of alternate day
deliveries, wherever they exist, into
daily deliveries. In large towns it is
intended that posimen shd their

bicycles should be conveyeq to distant
points tor vans so that deliveries
ma¥Dhe expedited. This has already
been done in Colombo.

* * *

MA_JOR schemes for the im-
provement of telegraph and
telephone services have been planned
but they are held up owing to the delay
in receipt of materials ang equipment,
which have now been on order for some
time. These materials and equipment
are urgenfly required to convert ex-
changes to automatic working and to
extend the exchanges in Colombo and
other large towns in order to provide
the large number of subscribers on the
waiting lists with telephones. It is
also proposed to extend the overseas
radio telephone services.

. The aim of the Ministry is that
eventually all sub-Post Offices, hospitals
and outdoor dispensaries in the Island
hould be ted by teleph This
is a big programme and can only be
achieved gradually.

BROADCASTING: It is proposeq to
take over Radio SEAC and combine it
with the Colombo Station. A new
Broadcasting House in Colombo is near-.
igg completion and when fully equipped
will bAone of the finest in the East.
Radio SEAC is widely listened to and
the possibility of pufting over spon-
sored programmes is being examined
with a view te providing income for
improveq programmes.

There will be separate transmissions
of Western and Oriental programmes
and each community wil] have its Eng-
lish, Sinhalese or Tamil programme to
listen to. A markeq improvement in
the service within the next year may
therefore be expected. )

Community radio sets are to be in-
stalled throughout the Island bringing

By C. Sittampalam

into contact with the outside world the
rural population who are now denied
the means of listening-in. Two hun-
dred sets are on order and will, it is
hoped, be installed in selected areas by
December, 1948. It is proposed to in-
stal a further 400 sets during the next
financial year.

The provision of listening-in facilities
in the villages will hel® the Govern-
ment to disseminate information on
subjects vita] to the life and growth of
village communities such as instruction
in health, agriculture etc., anq wiil
bring villagers the cultural benefits of
the radio.

II.—NATIONAL SAVINGS MOVE-
MENT OF CEYLON

[HE National Savings Movement~ is
the new designation of the Ceylon

War Savings Movement which was

formed in June, 1941, Its objects are:

(1) To promote thrift by
c Dersons to save in the Post Office
Savings Bank, Ceylon. Sovings
Bank or in Ceylon Savings Cer-
tificates;

To assist and encourage regular
monthly investment of a percent-
age of salary or income in Ceylon
Savings Certificates, Post Office
Savings Bank of Ceylon Savings
Bank by formation of Savings
Groups;

To help the National Development
of the Island by securing for the
Ceylon Government Loans the
maximum possible support.

The Government is encouraging
national savings because it desires to
keep down the cost of living, reduce
imports and accumulate fundg for
future development. The Island has
tc import the greater part of its food
and nearly- the whole of its textiles and
other essential necessities of life. It
also imports materialy for building and
other capital develofment. ' The value
of our exports is not rising proportion-
ately with the result that we are faced
with difficulties in paying for our im-
ports. The necessity for restricting
our imports of non-essential goods is an
urgent problem. The*National Savings
Movement is playingeits part in the
solution of the problem by encouraging
saving and discouraging all forms of
non-essential spending.
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work: disproportionate to its rather
small size. The mineralogical survey
of Ceylon is half completedq and is

* Progressing satisfactorily. We are ham-

pereq by the demands of Departments
engaged upon construction work for the
services of the Mineralogical staff to
report upon foundations, water sup-
plies, and other useful spractical  ser-
vices, which it is our policy to render.
It ig realised that industrialization is
not an ideal to be attaineq by rash or
ill-considered haste, and the present is
a difficult time during which to embark
but carefully

planned pr¥gramme described above,
which forms fhe policy of this Ministry.
agd expert staff are difficult

but our policy of constant |

and determined progress is being main-

D tration of advance
can be seen by the unfalter-
ing course of construction of the

Cement Factory at Kankesanturai, the
Government’s largest industrial enters
prise; the complete re-organisation of
the Ceramic Factory; the expansion
both in volume of business ang size ot
the Plywood Factory; the start that has
beéen made and the already appreciable
growth of the Industrial Laboratory;
the conversion of Governmgnt purposes
of new Salt Pans and the electrification
of existing salterns; the development of
Trawling and purchase of a new ship;
* and the steady and methodical progress
of the survey of Ceylgn’s mineral
wealth. .

inducing
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EDUCATION .

IN regard to educational policy, it is
the intention of Government to ad-
here to the scheme of free education
and to make increasing use of the mo-
ther tongue as the medium of instruc-
tion. As is well known all Government
schools are now free institutions. Of
the Assisted Schools, about 100 are siill
outside the free scheme. They
been given an extension of time
1959 in order to decide whether they

to join the free scheme or not.

have
till

are

In the meanwhile, in order to en-
sure that education in free schools is
{wf a reasonably high standard, steps
‘will be taken to ascertain what relief
¢ any, should be given to  schools
which, having joined the free schemes,
are adversely affected financially.

Alongside of this inquiry an investi
gation will be held into the whole ques-
tion of financial assistance to assisted
schools generally with a view to secur-
ing an adequately high standard of edu.
cation of a type suited to the diverse
aptitudes of pupils and the needs of
new Ceylon. It is the intention so to
diversify the educationa] structure as
to make certain that talents of various
kinds wilebe developed to the highest
standard in keeping yith the needs of a
changing society.

While the process of education is be-
ing geared to the urgent purpose of
utilisation of the talents and energies
of our pupils in  productive pursuits
which will bring happness to the indi-
vidual and prosperity to the country,
steps are being taken to ensure a high-
ly religious background in all school
activities.

.-

Z

By E. A. Nugawela

Jt will be seen, therefore, that the
policy of Government with regard to
the development of education is of a
highly socialistic type. When the plan
is in full working order, every child n%
this country will have an opportunity
of getting educated in a decent Pri-
mary schoool. He will then pass on
to a Junior school which will be central-
ly situated round a group of Primary
schools. From the Junior school he
will pass on either to a Central School
or to a Senior Secondary School cr a
Senior Practical School in the neign-
bourhood, where he will be able to pro-
fit from an education suited to his ap-
titudes. From the Central or Senior
Secondary School he will have an op-
portunity of proceeding- to the Univer-
sity or in the, case of Senior Practical
8chool he will be able, if he likes to
proceed to an Agricultural College or to
a Technical College. Every major
town of any industrial importance will
' be given a Technical School.
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TELEPHONE : 2802

UNDERWOOD

—THE TYPEWRITER LEADER OF THE WORLD—
STANDARD & PORTABLE

NEW RHYTHM TOUCH MODEL

L
LEADS THE WORLD IN TYPEWRITER SALES

TOPS THE WORLD [N TYPEWRITER PERFORMANCE
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IS THE OBLIGATION
OF LEADERSHIP.

DODWELL & CO., LTD.

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND, LIABILITY IS LIMITED )

OFFICE EQUIPMENT DEPT.
1820 QUEEN STREET, FORT
. TEL. 2301
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LABOUR & SOCIAL
SERVICES

"THE Ministry of Labour and

Social Services was creat-
ed in September, 1947, to ad-
minister the subjects of Labour
and Social Services which pre-
viously had formed part of the
Ministry of Labour, Industry
and Commerce. This new
Ministry has also been assign-
ed the important task of for-
mulating plens for the progressive  im-
plementation of the recommendations
of the Commission on Social Services.
As the new designation of the Ministry
indicates. added emphasis is being
placed on the Social Services. A brief
resume of the work done by this Minis-
try and the work proposed is given be-
low.

The Labour Department originally
constituted to give effect to agreements
between Ceylon and India concerning
Indian Immigrant Labour has, extended

its ac.tivities and now secures for In-
digenous labour also wages and working
conditions as prescribed by law. :
Twelve Wages Boards constituted un-
der the Wages Boards Ordinance., to
determine minimum wages and hours of
work for trades within their purview.
were functioning at the end of 1947.
These are: (1) Tea Growing aﬁ:dManu-
facturing Trade. (2) Rubber Growing
and Manufacturing Trade, (3) Coconut
Trade, (4) Engineering Trade, (5)
Printing Trade,
(7) Tea Export Trade, (8) Rubber Ex-
port Trade. (9) Toddy, Arrack and
Vinegar Trade, (10) Cigar Manufactus~
ing Trade, (11) Motor Transport Trade
and (12) Match Manufacturing Trade.
Since then two more have been set up
for the Harbour and Cinema Trades.
Other trades are under investigation.

It is also proposed to extend the nro-
visions of the Shops Ordinance by a

<. " L4
new comprehensive Bill to cover em-

(Continued  from previous page)

INSIDE STORY .OF THE
U. N. P. JOURNAL -

By Claude de Pinto

'THE story of the U.N.P. jour-
nal is a romantic tale of
high endeavour, cheerful toil
and perseverance on the part
of a handful of loyal Party
men. The fact that it appear-
ed regularly every week ever
since its inception few
months before the last General
Elections is in itself a great
achievement. My job on the
U.N.P. journals staff does not
attract attention. I keep the
accounts, check up subscribers
and agents, as well as see that
the paper is distributed and adver-
tising revenue credited in the bank.
Yet from my desk’removed as I am
from the hurry and excitement of
writing and editing, I can see in
perspective the steady growth of
the journal durj{ng the last year.

My figures show® (and these are not
figures cooked up to impress adver-
tisers) that we have printed and dis-
tributed 519,175 copies of the journal
up to the week ending Friday 3rd‘Sep-
tember.

We have built up 200 agencies
throughout the Island and will not be
content until we have increased this
number many times over so that the
voice of the United National Party will
be heard in every corner of the Island.
Greater progress was difficult to achieve
for the reason that the Party itself
was not fully  organised these many
months. One of the trials we had to
face was that although at casual inter-
views many Party members waxed elo-
quent about the suppont they were
prepared to give to the journal, when
we wrote to®them we rarely got a reply.
Circular after circular was sent but the
replies never exceeded 20 to 30 per
cent. .

I suppose wost of these busy people

postponed action indefinitely and in the ,

end forgot the whole purpose of our
appeals. In the future there seems to
be greater hope of achieving.. results
with the electoral associations beglnmng
to function and we have Committees
in every electorate whose main task
would be to organise Party support and
propaganda in the various areas.

It has been a great encouragement to
us to be told by discerning people that
the U.N.P. journals were miles ahead
of the Party journals of all other Par-
ties.®

In fact one of the visiting American
Jjournalists who was in Ceylon recently
said that the U.N.P. journal was the
best pocket political organ he had seen.
He was specially impressed by the ex-
cellent display and knowledge of the
use of type faces shown by the jssues
he had seen. He described the ting
as vigorous and pmvocatxve and com-
mented that if a journal was not pro-
vocative it should immediately stop pub-
lication.

* * *

THE drive and energy of the Chair-

man of the Propaganda Commit-
tee, Sir John, was the greatest inspira-
tion of all. - Although one of the busiest
men in this country he would often rush
into the office and sit at my desk, and
in a democratic and comradely Style
ask a question in the same tone and
manner as an intimate friend woulg

ask: “So how are things getting on.".

There was nothing patronising about
him. He took one into his confidence.
Over and over again he told the four
or five of us on this job ‘‘This paper is
as much yours as mine or anybody
else’s.” Make it a success. When our

job is done we do not need anybody’s *

thanks. We shall feel that we have
carried out our task.'

That inspiration kept us going even
when owing to®falling revenue and ris-
ing costs he -had to ‘impose severe
salary cuts.. I do not think any boss in
the world found a more cheerful ac-

ceptance of a salary cut than Sir John -
from us. This is not a tribute to our-

selves but a tribute to hime

The journals are now @ living force
and we hope that they wilk continue to
gather strength in the years to come.

(6) Plumbago Trade, -

N
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{ Ployees working in all Merca‘ptllz Offi-
ces.

2 Legisla_tion is contemplated to ensure

& that nationals of this country are em-
Ployed in appreciable numbers in In-

 dustrial, Commercial
undertakings.

The Trade Union- Amendment Bill
passed recently by the House of Repre-
sentatives confers on Public Servants
the right to form Trade Unions. The
Trade Union Adviser has been largely
instrumental in forming a Joint Indus-
trial Council for the Subordinate Staft
working on Estatesy It is hoped to
establish similar Councils in other in-
dustries. Instructions have also been
issued for the preparation of a new In-

. dustrial Dispute Bill which will be be-
fore Parliament shortly. This provides
for the -investigation and settling of
labour disputes by conciliation and ar-
bitration in essential services.

The promulgation of the Factories
Ordinance in the near future will give
the Labour Department powers to cn-
force welfare measures in Factories.
The health and welfare provisions of the
Shops Ordinance which have been in
abeyance owing to the lack of building
materials etc., will be enforced after
sufficient notice. Preliminary steps to
this end are well under way.

FINAN

and Agricultural -

SOCIAL SERVICES

SUM of Rs. 405,000 has been voted

this financial year for the grant
of monthly allowances, casual relief and
assistance to Voluntary Agencies engag-
ed in the relief of the poor. Monthly
Allowances up to a maximum of Rs.
10 per individual and Rs. 20 per family
with one or more dependants are paid
to about 30,000 cases.

Relief is also granted during floods,
epidemics and failure of crops—from wa
vote of Rs. 7,500,000. This relief
usually takes the following form:—

(a) Immediate refief for those in dis-
tress, e.g., supply of food and
accommodation.

(b) Cash relief up to a maximum of
Rs. 300 to those whose houses re-
quire repairs or rebuilding.

(¢) Work relief during periods of dis-
tress due to failure of crops where
persons concerned are in a osi-
tion to do some work in return
for payment.

CIAL POLICY

By J. R. JAYAWARDENE

IT is the policy of the Ministry of Finance to seek expert

advice with regard to changes in our financial structure
which may be necessitated by the transition from a colonial
to a free national economy. Steps have already been taken
to secure the services of a banking expert from America who
will advise the Government with regard to the creation of a
Reserve Bank. Once the Reserve Bank is created the co-
ordination of our banﬁing, credit and exchange machinery
and their control through this Bank will be effected.

We have already entered into an interim agreement with
the United Kingdom with regard to the disposal of our ster-
ling assets, and discussions will be held again in regard td
their future disposal. Exchange Control Regulations have
been extended to cover the entirety of our transactions with
foreign countries and measures have been taken to keep the
money earned in Ceylon within Ceylon itself as far -as pos-
sible.
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SWEEPS THE BOARD!

CLASS —
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SPORTS —  FIRST
CLASS —  FIRST
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ALL CLASSES

— FIRST
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29

2%

AN UNPARALLELED ACHIEVEMENT, SMASHING
PROVING THAT IF YOU WANT THE

— 500" FIAT
—  “1100” FIAT
—  “1100” FIAT
—  “1100” FIAT
— CITROEN

ALL RECORDS AND
BEST CARS

WE HAVE THEM

INSURE WITH
THE “TRUST” CO., LTD,

ABSOLUTE 'SECURITY, MODERATE RATES
PROMPT SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS

COLONIAL MOTORS LTD.

UNION PLACE
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COLOMBO 2.

OF INSURANCE
Life,, Workmen’s Compensation, Motor [inclusive
of Private and Hiring] Fire, Loss of Profits,

Marine, Aviation Fidelity,. Cash-in-Transit,

Theft and Burglary.

Printed at the Daily News Press, La7<; House
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THE TRUST CO., LTD.

GAFFOOR BUILDINGS

AT THE LATEST RATMALANA LAP RACING .
‘ FIRST MODEL
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» MacCaltum Road, Colombo, by Bernard de Silva, on behalf of Mr. Robert Weerasingheeof ’h:mW
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