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MATARA BIDS FAIR TO BE THE

CENTRE OF MOB RULE
Definite Signs of Things

Mr.

T. B. Jayah

R EPORTS reaching Colombo

° from Matara: are disturb-
ing. The situation down south,
appear to be fast developing
into mob rule, where it would ap-
pear, even the Police are powerless
to ‘enforce law and order. Anything
may have happened at Matara on

Thursday last week but for the presence
of mind of Messrs. Jayah and Goone-
sinha. Gangsters appear to have got
ﬂ& populace and “evén the poﬂce well

under their heel. They appear to ve-

sent the presence of Government offi-

cials and least of all Ministers of State
for obvious reasons.

The Communists have made it their
stronghold. They have seeped the
populace with Communist propaganda.

They will'go to any length to prevent
the people from being disillusioned.

It is rumoured that a Member of Par-
liament had openly asked the people to

prepare the;qs_elves to revolt.
said that cer:tain Members of Parlia-
ment were the lea:'lers of the mob that
nearly caused a riot at Matara, This
is intimidation at its worst and no Gov-
ernment true to its pledge to maintain
law and order could tolerate in for a
moment.

It is also

These men must be shown up at any
cost and their false propaganda well

and truly expbsed.

" The Ceylon “Daily News” carried "a

special article last Saturday wherein the
obvious dﬁty of Government was clearly
portrayed. The sooner Governmeny, pre-
sent the people with its clear-cut pro-
gramme of work for the next four years
the better. When the
programme of work is ready, the Gov-
ernment should see to it that

of its office,

every
single citizen of the land ‘knows its
significance. Every means of publicity
should be employed to this end and the
programme itself should be rigidly ad-

hered to.

The country will know when the pro-
gramme is f)resented to the people that
it would be something practical, some-
thing workable, above all something the
country could afford. It will be an
honest attempt to relieve unemployment,

feed, clothe and shelter the people.

It will be dishonest if the Government
promises the millenium, much lesg the
Sun, Moon and Stars. i

It is a sad but dangerous faci that
our extremists will promise anything if
only to get hold of the Government and
the country. .

THE MASTER PLAN

They are but the tools and poor tools

at that of another master plan to con-
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to Come

quer the world.
them is not of their making but the
poor fools ‘once caught in the trap could
not get out even if 'they wish to for
there is the simpl¢ process of elimina-
tion awaiting those who backslide.

The Minister of Labour and hig Par-
liamentary Secretary went to Matara to
meet and discuss with the representa-
tives of the people the ‘various needs of
the electorate. = That wag the last thing

The force that drives

®:

the Communists wanted, They therefore

wrecked the whole programme and the
people lost what they would have nor-
mally received.

Thuggery will not deter the Govern-
ment from doing its duty and the people
of Matara will be protected and assisted
in spite of the thugs.
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ITALIANS SENSE DANGER OF
THE IRON

HEFEL

Democratic Party Sweeps Away
Al Communist Opposition

.
T.HE eyes of the world were
centred upon Italy last Sun-
day for the fate of Europe was
in the balance and depended
upon the will of the Italian people
whether a war drenched and un-
happy continent was to be saved
from another catastrophe or not.
Fortunately for Italy, she wé,s tairly

well removed from the centre of Com-

munist influence unlike the rest of the
Eastern block who fell easy victims one
by one as an inevitable result of their

closer proximity.

The tide has fortunately turned in
Europe and the prospect of another con-
flagration has receded and yet another
opportunity given to the Western world
to settle their differences for the greater

good of mankind.

THE AVISAWELLA
SEAT

'['HERE is some surprise in the

country that the Avissawella
Seat was allowed by the United
National Party to be uncon-
tested.

This was not for want of a candi-
date to contest Mrs. Gunawardene,
the wife of Mr. Philip Gunawardene
who lost his seat as a result of his

recent conviction.
Although Dr. N. M. Perera tried to

make out that it was the *‘First defeat

of Government” it was actually due to

a good reason that the United National

Party did not contest the seat.

The public afe aware that Parliament
is awaiting the recommendations of the '
sub-Committee appointed to "revis® the
Order-in-Council znd it is quite possible
that the clause referring to  political

offences may be modified.

Mr. Philip Gunawardene will then be
automatically eligible to contest his seat
again in which event Mrs, Gunawar-
°dene may stand down and qﬂ‘er her hus-

band the opportunity.

¢

(0> C0>C8> B> >8> <

N &
-

3 ;; XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX<>X<>X<>Z<>X<>X<>XOX<>X<>X<>X<>X<>X<>AOXOX<>X<>X<?X{‘

ROVER

The ‘capewith g indefinable air of breeding.

Y 10 H.P. SALOON Rs. 11,200/
o 10,5 S ATOON Rs. 12,500/-
Al 12, SPORTS SAL. Rs. 12,750/-

OO

ROXC

.

UNION

NV
-

N
AN

12 SHERSH T QWU RER:

16. ,, SALOON
16 ., -SPORTS  SAL:

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

PLACE,

S eSS L \ 4
28 D > C)> 0> C8> G0 0> CH> 1B (0> <> <> > <

-l

™ COLONIAL MOTORS LTD.

N
AT X

COLOMBO 2. o

> <D <> (8> L (0><C0> <> > <

D 8> (&<

S &
-

08D T G0 L8> L C8> T8> G- > L8> T8> (> G0 L8> <> <&

Rs. 12,750/-
Rs. 14,650/-
Rs. 14,900/-

TOZOXOIOR {



" school.

APRIL 23, 1948

WEINP P

. JOURNAL

METHODS OF ADULT E

Some 28 million American adults
—over and above are more than
two million students enrolled in
full-time institutions of higher
learning—are spending part of
their leisure time going to school.
"In addition millions of others
receive some form of education
through libraries, museums and
the radio without actual partici-
pation in &n organized group.
Continuing impetug is being given
the adult education movement by
labour unions, institutions of
higher learning, junior colleges—
through their evening classes—and
correspondence  schools. There
are 450 private correspondence
schools and more than 125 col-
leges in the United States which
offer education by mail in any-
thing from Greek history to
chicken farming or business
administration

ACCORDING to 'the wmost
recent estimates, some
twenty-eight million American
adults are spending part of
their leisure time going to
This number is, of
course, over and above the more
than two million students en-
rolled full-time in institutions of
higher learning and does not include
the millions who receive some form
of education 'through libraries,
museums and the radio without
actual participation in an organized
group. =

A vital educational role is played by
the American Association of Adult Edu-
cation which co-operates with  State
Departments of Education and with
local Adult Education Councils composed
of representatives of schools, libraries,
business, labour and professional organi-
zations. In rural sections the Exten-
sion Service of the U.S. Departme_nt of
Agriculture co-operates with local gov-
ernment officers, schools and colleges 1n
a continuing program designed not only
to increase the efficiency of agriculture
but also to enrich the cultural like of
rural communities, Each year the
Service distributes hundreds of thou-
sands of free pamphlets whose subject
matter embraces virtually all phases of
farm operation and rural living,

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Counfy Agents—more than 3,000 in
number—serve ag local educational offi-
cers on such matters as land use and
conservation, care and improvement of
livestock.  Government experts travel
to remote communities to give demon-
strations and instruction in child care,
nutrition, and sewing. Many study
groups, initiated for the consideration
of purely practical matters, have sub-
sequently broadened their programs to
include world affairs, music, drama and
literature.

VARIOUS PROGRAMS FOR ADULT
‘““SCHOOLING”’

“°Schooling" for *some adults may
ta:ke such a comparatively passive form
as faithful listening to one of the
serious educatiopal programs presented
regmlarly on the radio. Among those

with largest audienceg are the discus-
ions ‘social, economic and political
iy \

IN AMERICA

questions by authoritative spokesmen of
differing points of view on ‘“America’s
Town Meeting of the Air” and the Uni-
versity of Chicago Round Table, Every
Sunday an audience estimated at five
million listens to‘ the program ‘“Invita-
tion to Learning”—a discussion of Iite-
rary classics by noted scholars, Printed
transeripts ot educational programs of
this type are supplied to listeners, upon
request, , for a nominal charge and, are
frequently used as a basis for further
study by informal groups or clubs.

Growing tremendously ir popularity
among city workers are the free lectures
—on topics such as painting, sculpture,
and archaeology, offered evenings and
Saturday and Sunday afternoons by art
museums. Only in recent years have
museums begun on a large scale to try
to satisfy more fully the intellectual
curiosity of the thirty million people who
visit them annually, The response to
lectures, offering interpretation of the
museam’s exhibits, has been enthusias-
tic—lasi year 411 New York City, for
example, attendance at the lectures
offered by the Metropolitan Museum of
Art totalled 60,000.

Also gaining in attendance are the free
film ferums, book review cluks and dis-
cussion groups at public libraries.
Among the most recent developments in
this field are reading and . discussion
groups based on the great landmarks of
world literature. The “great books’”
concept received its impetus from the
University of Chicago which, in co-ope-
ration with' libraries of the area, has
developed 40 classes with more than
12,000 students in Chicago alone.

There have been sporadic and scat-
tered ventures in the field of adult edu-
cation in the United States since the
mid-nineteenth century. An unprede-
dented spurt of activity occurred in the
years from 1880 to 1910 when
grants arrived in the United States.
The task of teaching them to read,
write and speak English was recognized
as basic to the assimilation of these new
comers. And, under the auspices of the
U.S. Office of Education and the De-
partment of Immigration, public schools

immi-

and settlement houses throughout the
nation inaugurated extensive free
classes, chiefly held in the evening.
LABOUR UNIONS’ ROLE

Continuing impetus was given the

adult education movement by the labour
unions which had maintained mechanics
institutes and trade nnion colleges since
the early 19th. century. The larger
unions and scattered locals gradually ex-
panded their programs beyond the trade
and vocational level at which they
began.

In 1921, the American Federation of
Labour founded the Workers’ Education
Bureau which serves ag a co-ordinating
agency for the educational activitieg of
affiliated unions. It publishes books
and pamphlets and organizes institutes
run ordinarily at annual meetingg and
often on college premises. Sometimes
small seminars of twenty to  fortp
people meet for intensive study; at
other timés, as many as 600 people at-
tend. The American Labour Education
Service, on whose board sit both Ame-

rican Federation of Labour and Congress ;

Industrial Organizations’ members  car-

ries on a similar program.

In the past two decades many of the
larger trade uniong have greatly en-
larged their educational activities, The
International Ladies’ Garment Workers
Union, for example, maintains a vrofes-
sionally staffeq educational department
which offers classes in fifty-eight cities
throughout the United States. In 1946,
9,000 members attended classes in pub-
lic speaking, labour
music, dramatfics,

problems, art,
Similar in scope
and program are the educational acti-
vities of other large unions such as
those in the men’s clothing and steel
industries.

Within recent years institutiong . of

higher learning have particfpated in-
creasingly in worker education—educa-
tion with a focug on the problem of
providing the worker with an  under-
standing of labour problems, the nature
of the social and economic system in
which he functions, and the history and
philosophy of trade unions, Today more
than seventy-five colleages and univer-
sities’ provide courses in this field.

Harvard University recently estab-
lished the first full-time residence course
in labour, dealing with the procedures
involved in negotiating, launching and
administering trade union agreqmenfs.
Special classes in economics and labour
relations are held for representatives of
labour unions and company manage-
ment at the Yale University Labour and
Management Centre. The University
of Michigan program is designed to help
workers to cope with day-to-day pro-
blemg of union organization, collective
bargaining, and éommunity welfare, An
Institute of Labour Relations hag re-
cently been set up at the University of
Illinois, modelled after the New  York
“State School of Industrial and Labour
Relations at Cornell University. !

° JUNIOR COLLEGES

Regarded as potentially the most im-
portant of the formal institutiong in
the adult education field are the junior
colleges. A compé.mtively\ new pheno-
menon on the American educat;ional
scene, they offer to undergraduates a
two-year programme of general educa-
tion to follow the regular high school
course. Becéuse of their flexibility of
program and because they are planned
to serve the community directly rather
than as centres of advanced scholarship,
the junior colleges have performed ex-
ceptional service in providing learning
opportunities for adults.

One such institution which has E’day-
time student body of 3,000 has an en-
rolment of 25,000 adults in its evening
classes.  Educators, at the present
time, are strongly advocating establish-
ment of many more such community
colleges, of which there are now some
600 in the country. As indicative of
the educational interest of adult groups,
they point, for example to the town of
Modesto, California, where 5,000 of the
town’s 14,000 adult citizens are enrolled
in courses sponsored by the local junior
college. .

CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS
For adults in both city and country,

the correspondence schools have filled a

CATION

/

need of men and women who wish to
study at home. Throughout the nation
there are 450 private cdrrespondence
schools and more than 125 colleges,
universities and teachers’ colleges which

offer education by mail. These vary
from short five-lesson stints to more
ambitioug programsse of study, in any-

thing from Greek history to chicken
farming or businesg administration

The largest corredpondence school
which

in the country—the one after

most of the others are modelle—ig the
International Correspandence School
in Scranton, Pemnsylvania. In  the
past fifty-six years, it has helped five
million students. Through pockat-
sized~ pamphlets written by authorities
in the several fields, It has taught
subjects ranging from arithmetic to
ship-building. The lucidly written texts
are prepared especially for learning
without, an: instructor. Students usuaily
receive one phamphlet at a time,
enough to keep them busy for rifteen
hours. When the work ig completed,
it,' is sent to the school for grading and
further instrutcion service, and exam-
ination papers piur into Scranton at
the rate of 5000 a day.

Despite the tremendous increased
scope of adult education in recent yea,rs.
educators are well aware that their
goal to make life-long learning avail-
able to, everyone is not yet realised, The
obstacles still to be overcome are in
part those common to American educa-
tion generally—a grave shortage of
facilities t® serve a population whose
standard of living has risen markedly
and swiftly, providing hoth fime for
and interest in more education, In addi-
the adult educators must solve
specialized - problems for they are deal-
mg with students whose backgrounds,
Interests’ and educational qualifications
are incalcixlably diverse.

tion,

One of the principal needs of  the
moment is for more textbooks, pﬂmph—
lets and films which will be understand-
able and usefu] to the farmer who has
had meager formal schooling, to the
office or factory worker who has only
recently developed an interest in the
drama or in anthropology; to the plum-
ber who wishes to improve his skill n
nis own trade; to the young mother
who wants not only to care for
children’s physical well being but
to participate in  their intelle
growth.

‘Because of these diverse inte
concept of education in the
extends far beyond anything
conventional classroom teachil
cludes stagecraft and the
plays by amateur grqune; v

handicrafts;
steam-fitting,
that might’
‘the job. Th
is, in fact,
activity that bro
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MOB RULE

WE are glad to record that
the first attempt at mob rule
will be"very strongly dealt with
by the police. .

We refer to
intolerable state
that prevailed at Matara last
week when a Minister of State
angd his Parliamentary Secre-
tary were heckled at the rest-
house where they hag been on
State service.

the most

of affairs

The Communist, the L.S.S.P.,
and B.LPI. leaders should
know that though they are free
to let off steam anywhere they
like, they could not take the
law into their own hands. Much
less could the Government per-
mit them to make pawng of the
publi¢ for their own ends.

The howling mob that as-
sembled at the Matara rest-
house, as Mr, Goonesinha des-
cribes it‘, nearly caused a riot
but for the presence of mind of
the two gentlemen concerned
who foung that the mob was
beyond Police control at that
stage and quietly stood up to
the abuse they were subjected
to.

We are surprised that this
should have happened at
Matara, the ancient seat of
learning where the percentage

of literacy is higher than in
most, other places in the
country.

It is g fact that it had ono-
t',hing to do with the large
majority of the people who are
law abiding but that it was en-
gineered by L.S.S.P., Commu-
nist and B.L.P.I. gangsters

whose all consuming passion is
to discredit, the Government at
any cost. If they for 3 moment
think that a Government could
be discredittd by intimidation
they live in a fool's paradise.
These desperate men, finding

themselves frustrated at every

THE ROAD

TO SOCIAL

JUSTICE .

National Ministers’” Impressive
of Achievement

By A Special
THERE has been so much con-
centration on the strictly
political problem of Ceylon,
the reform movement, and
especially the endeavour to
attain independence that the
achievements in the sphere of Social
reform accomplished by the National
Ministers have been overlooked. The
shadow of a triumphant nationalism
has obscured other impressive deeds.

In the sixteen years since the intro-
duction of the Donoughmore Constitu-
tion several strides have been taken to-
wards the goal of social justice. In
the progress of this march many evils
have been eradicated from our system
and the adverse effects of many others
have been modified. '_I‘he Socialist
state is now an acceptadle
Ceylon Dpolitics.

term in

The most startling achievement, of the
past sixteen years of near self-govern-
ment now happily terminated in Domi-
nion Status, is the introduction  of
Free Education from the Kindergarten
to the University.

One of the essential conditions of a
democratic state is an educated, in-
formed electorate. When the Donougn-
more Report was being considered Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan argued that
education should precede the extension
of the franchise. He was alarmed that
power should pasg into the hands of men
and women, many of whom were illi-

trate.

The Free Education Act, is in part,
the reply to such contentions and fore-
bodings. There is also the solid fact
that the total net expenditure on educa-
tion had risen from a paltry 12 million
rupees in 1931 to over 35 million rupees
in, say, 1945.

It has been the policy of the last
Government; whose composition is very
much the same as that of the present
administration, to provide schools all
over the Island. In 1931 there was
only 1,395 Government schools; in 1944
there were 2,445; the number of Assisted
Vernacular Schools rose from 2,246 in
1931 to 2,455 in 1945.

HOSPITAL SERVICE

Before 1931 under the old planter raj
there was a poor hospital service, a

turn, with their following sadly
disillusioned, dwindling day by

day, will go to any length fto
bolster up. what remains of
their shattered camps.

The Government has been

tolerant, true to its conception
of democratic principles but
when it comes to lawlessness no
Government, worthy of it name
could tolerate it, for the first
duty of a Government is to pro-
tect its citizeng from thugs and

thuggery.

Correspondent

large proportion of which served the
plantation areas. The expenditure was
aboup 10 million rupees. Under the
National Ministers py 1945 the expendi-
ture had risen to 15 million rupees.
Branch Hospitals, maternity homes,
child, welfare clinics have been opened
in large numbers.

Preventive medicine is taking an in-
creasingly vital share in the Government
health measures. Malaria was once &
scourge, particularly in the North-Cen-
tra]l Province. Now its incidence has
been largely restricted by the spraying
of D.D.T. Numeroug measures have
also been taken to spread positive know-
ledge about health and sanitation.

One of the most important contribu- ®
tions the state has made in the last 16
years is the provision ,of poor relief.
This is especially significant in a coun-
try where a large number of people live
below the subsistence level. Expendi-
ture on the item of poor relief ruse
from Rs. 127,525 in 1932 to Rs. 1,209,340
in 1944.

LABOUR LAWS £ 2

Since 1931 the National Ministries
have been increasingiy concerned with
the welfare of Labour. TUp to 1931
labour legislation reflected the state’s
concern chiefly with estate  workers.
For the estate labourer elaborate safe-
guards and benefits had been devised bug
for the nationals of Ceylon, for the
country’s own population, labour mea-
sures and protective legislation were
meagre. This anomaly was adjusted by X
the National Ministers.

Among the measures promulgated in
the last sixteen years the most striking
is the minimum wages ordinance which
assures that the~ruthless exploitation of
labour ig not possible, In 1941 the Gene-
ral Wages Boards Ordinance wag passed
giving power to establish a Wages Board
fqr any trade, with members represent-
ing employers and workers in.equal pro-
portions. The Board may fix minimum
wages, the numben of working hours and
working days and the number of days
for an annua] holiday. Such Boards
have been established for the Tea, Coco-
nut and Rubber Industries, the Engi-
neering Trade, the Printing Trade, the
Plumbago Trade and the Arrack, Toddy °
and Vinegar Trade.

It must be remembered that when the
National Ministers assumed office, Cey-
lon, like the rest of the world, was in
the grip of the Great Trade Depression.
Iv was g time when money wag scarce
and in most countries social legislation
was being abandoned as being economic-
ally impossible. The depression lasted -
in its full severity till 1935, Four brief
vears of peace gave way to the war. In
spite of these restrictive circumstances
the country has advanced on the road to
social progress. Thjs background merits
measure of the
Island’s great achievement.

consideration as a

The great social adv‘,nce we have made
show that given a body of Ministefs res-
ponsive to the needs of the people mfich
can be achieved hy peaceful legi!latlon. -~
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PARTY OR
' PERSONALITIES ?

By Nandalal

THE most - significant issue
Wwhich  confronts the coun-
try in genera] and the United
National Party in particular is
whether politics should be the affair
of leading personalities only or whe-
ther it should be established on the
basis of a sound®party organisation.
It is generally believed that party poli-
tics is an essential condition for the
survival of a democratic social order.
But party politics presupposes the exist-
ence of sound political parties. This is
a statement of the very obvious but it
is a statement which hag suffereq the
obscurity and neglect to which anything
simple is subject these days.
The dominant theme in the memoran-
dum- which the U.N.P.’s Propaganda
«Chief, Col. J. L. Kotelawala, has
drafted is the demand that the U.N.P.
should so reorganise itself as to satisfy
in its structure the essential cgnditions
of a vigorougs disciplined party .
A Party must be disciplined, it must:
have a policy reached by the most
thorough democratic discussion and once
agreed upon must be vigorously executed
by all Party members. Loyalty {0 the
Party line is a necessary condition.
T_here cannot, be a party which speaks
Should there be
any to whom the Party’s particular
policy is unacceptable there’'s the course
open to such g person of resignation.
If on the other hand a man does re-
main wifhin the Party it is expected of
him that he should devotedly endeavour
to work the policy which the Party has
declared its own.

It is generally felt, and we must be

willing to stand up, to this unpleasant

fact, that at the moment members of
the U.N.P.’ speak diverse theories. In
the ‘ circumstances it seems that disci-
pline is lacking within the Party. That’s
true. But it is only a symptom of a
graver disease. The sickness is that
members of the U.N.P. are not acutely
aws;re of the Party’s views on any par-
ticular issue. Politics today is largely
a matter of improvision, of swift adjust-
ments to problemg but not a co-ordi-
nated, calculated theory which deter-
mines the outlook of every party mem-
‘ber. :

The U.N.P. has a policy, It was
outlined on the eve of the Elections.vg It
has been given a new direction recently
when the Chairman of the Propaganda
Committee issued his memorandum. But
has this policy impressed itself in the
rank and file of our Party? Hag the
Party any method, except through the
publicity of its journals to take that
policy to the people? Has the Party
any method by which it can give life
and energy to its general aims and
objectibns? A policy ig useless unti] it
reaches the people and is shared enthu-
siastically by them. A policy comes to
life in the hands of the people, whose
zealous apostles a U.N.P. member must
be. ’

How is the policy to be put across to
the people? The necessary conditlzgx is
the existence of a disciplined vigbrous
,Party and the construction of a Party
of that nature is the most urgent task
today. The Party conference, the regu-
‘lar meeting of the Party members ot
various levels and divisions—these are

* the basis of a well-knit Party,

In England ethe Conservative Party

_the Labour Party are so organised

ety constituency each of the
: (Bg, The Party of

/

logal supporters animatedly arguing
parochial  problems ag well as maftters
of y national importanece. This is the
pattern of English politics. The local
association is the strength of the Party.
Similar organisations must be devised
by the U.N.P. in Ceylon.

The constituency ig too large a unit.
In each town and village there should
be a Party unit.! These units should
organise themselves into district asso-
ciations on the Committee of Delegates
elected by the local association. From
the district associations come the Cen-
tral Executive of the Party—a grouping
which is the highest body within. the
Party. That is the structure and close
co-roperation should exist among these
numerous groupings.

Every year there should be the annual
conference of the Party when a national

policy is discussed and planning for
action on a national scale should be
devised. At the local levels of the

Party, there should be monthly discus-
sions in the town and village units;
quarterly meetings should be held of the
district association.

In this way it is possible to have a
group of conscious politicals more or lesg
in session instead of the present spasmo-
dic politica] 4ction and discussion which
only a matter of grave importance can
bring on.

Each political grouping, local as well
as district, must regularly report its
activities both to the Central Executive
as well as to the Party journal which
must be the medium of contact and pro-
paganda of Party Members

Party discipline follows from an effi-
cient, virile Party organisation.

As Col_ Kotelawala’s memorandum
maintains a new political situation has
arisen within the country. The U.N.P.
has achieved its objective of forming
the Government, now it has to settle
down to the tasks of Government and to
that end the Party’s structure must be
devised .

Machinery must be swiftly designed by
which Party Members can expregs their
opinions on vital matters. Through
such action policy becomes the interest
of every member of the Party and ceases
to be the edicts of individuals, however
talented or brilliant they may be.

A democratic Party demands the
machinery of a democratic system. The
prime task today is to build up such a
Party.

 counted out,

IN THE SLUMS
OF COLOMBO

MERS. Edith Ludowyke Gyom-

roi, one of the stalwarts of
the recently formed Eksath
Kantha Peramuna, has visited
the slums of Colombo. She has met
Cecilia Silva, Dadi Bee and so many
others of the slum dwellers and
obviously her kind heart has so
thawed that she has given expression to
her experiences in an illuminating and
none the less sad account, in the “Times"
of Sunday last.

The public will await with the same
interest to read what more she has to
say about the same slums at a subse-
quent date for the account is to be con-
tinued.

The theme of the present accounf, ap-
pears to be to pick a bone with tke
Government Tourist Bureau for having
drawn a technicolour picture of
Colombo of Juxurious hotels, clean roads

bordered with flowering trees, modern

g o
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B.L.PI CHIEFR
MIGRATES TO
PARIS

I)R_ COLVIN R, DE SILVA ap-

pears to have given our
local May Day celebrations a
miss and sailed away to salu-
brious Paris. The pity of it all is
that Galle Face and Price Park
should have to do without his thun-
der, fire and brimstone on the 1st
of May.

Why he should have left the fort so
completely to the L.S.S. P, doctor and
the Communist chief is very intriguing,
Possibly he is now quite convinced that
he has spent hig bolt at least where Cey-
Ion is concerned. Possibly he is also
convinced that the people of Ceylon will
not permit their land to be the dump-

ing ground for international revolu-
tionaries.
Now that the B.L.B.I. has  beed

the tussle for the spoils
between the L.S.S.P. leader and the
Communist, chief should be very interest-
ing. Will they fire their guns from
the same platform or take their turns at
Galle Face and Price Park on May Day?
That will be the clue as to whether the
cleft has widened or not. The chances
are that, with the B.L.P.I. chief well
out of the way, they will make their
individual efforts and go for it with
might and main to show up one another.

The result, however, will be the same.
The public are thoroughly disillusioned.
They will be there to see and hear the
fireworks as usual but they will never
again touch the L.S.S.P. or the Com-
munist parties with the end of a barge
pole!

It is indeed a thousand pities that
men of intelligence should waste away
their energies when a job of work is
awaiting to be done.

Do they still insist in living in a
fool's ‘paradise? Do they still think
that they could get a backing in the
country except for their handful of
thugs and camp followers who will be
the first to decamp when thev see that
the game is up?

buildings, colourful shops, picturesque
crowds, culture, commerce, industry,
beauty and natural delights, and she
poses the question—for whom? TFor the
tourists, madam, for the tourists who
dump a portion of their wealth in this
pleasant land! =

Does Mrs. Ludowyke-Gyomroi by any
chance propose that the slums of
Colombo should also be shown up hy
the Government Tourist Bureau? Or
else what is she driving out? We all
know that there are slums in Colombo,
Kandy, even Jaffna and Trinco, and it
is a safe guess that there are slums in
her own home-town ag well, For that
matter the Colombo Charity Commis-
sioner knows every yard of it and prac-
tically all the slum dwellers besides!

What is more, there are slums, it is
told, in New York, London, Tokyo,
Moscow. Stalingrad and Timbuctoo
and slums in our cities through-'

out the length and breadth of the world
will go on til] the end of the world
which fortunately is nigh! What the
thinkers of the world are interesteg in
1s not in the existence of the slums but
how to destroy them.

Katherine Mayo went about smeiling
the drains of. India just about the time
India was in the thick of her mavement
of emancipation. One could not attri-
bute the same motives to Mrs. Ludowyke
Gyomroi who is one of our well known
socia]l workers and reformists. She has
seen conditions outside Ceylon, — She
possibly knows what steps the outslde.
world are taking to at least minimise

the sufferings of slum dwellers. g

r City Fatbers agd even our : Cabl-
ne?‘;houidy be grateful if Mrs. Ludowyke
Gyomroi would only presen{ a plan of
action and how to find the wherewithall
to impl t it instead of bl
tender heart.

&1

ding her |
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BLAST THOSE
AST i OLOGERS

By \(rn(m Phc]ps

'l‘HE New Year portents pre-

dicteq by astrologers proved
to be wrong. The “Reds” whose
fortunes were supposed to be
on the ascendant were stoned at
Jaffna. Ironically enough these
apostles of revolution, egged on by
the happy portnts predicted .for
them, went to Jaffna to ask for
bread and received stones,

Now, whatever else ong might say of
the people of Jaffna it cannot be said
that they are not dlscernmg These
hardy sons of the North are nothing if
not microscopic in their discernment.
Show them a good thing ang -they will
assess its value correctly. " Conversely
they are quick to detect imitations how-
ever flashy they may be.

Againsy the knowledge of the back-
ground of this traditional perception of
the people of Jaffna, it is certainly
worthwhile analysising the reasons that
prompted the hailstorm of stones that
descended on the Sama, Samaj meeting
at Nallur,

Here were a group of “saviours”
aided by the alleged auspicious signs in
the heavens who went north to convert
adherents to their creed 'of revolution.
The revolutionaries spoke of a millenium
at hand which cculd be obtainéd by the
simple device of handing to the revolu-
tionaries the loaves of office.

Then came the surprise-packet. In-
stead of a reverential response there
came a hailstorm of stones—unmistak-
able evidence that the entire conversion
technique had misfired. Even the remote
chance of coming back ‘‘another day”
wag nullified by the clumsy reaction of
the Reds to the debacle that overtook
them, Understandably, but unpardon-
ably, unalgle to bear the bitterness of

being called upon to swallow in one -

gulp this wormwood and this gall of

being stoned, the Reds turned (like the

prove'rblal worm) and spat back invec-
tive at their defiant “converts” by call-
ing them ‘“misguided fools.” This was
indeed a tactical blunder of the highest
magnitude for the canny Jaffanese, like
the elephant, never forgets. It may well
be that the persons who committed this
blunder may be soon ‘‘on the ma.t!f and
that this blunder might invoke thunder
at the Headquarters of the Sama Samaj
High Command.

Jaffna, and in no less degree, the rest

of the Island, are now only too aware -

of the painful processes to which the
Santa Samajists resort to propagate their
half-baked revolution which (after the
advent of freedom in Ceylon) is reced-
ing so rapidly that the Reds are at their‘
wits ends to ﬁnd a means ewen to maxg
believe. -\_
Desperately they looked round for g0
straw to clutch. The astrologem'v
wittingly threw them a‘_* eline
they predicted that in the New
the Reds would have some luck.
Reds, no doubt, were dlshppoint mﬁf‘t

the predictions did not

(the
rainbow would in fuhﬁige only DAL

but still some sl:raw
none,

Then came the
The Reds decided to r
the aura of predicted
Bug of all places, U
have picked on, Wi
they not still know
is inhabited Dy T
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(CRICKET continues to pro-
vide the headlines again

this week.

The end of the Holkar visit coin-
cides with the tour of team led by
the Rajah of Pudukottah, who will
be in the Island till nearly mid-May.
This side is, of course, not half as
strong as our Holkar visitors and 1S
naturally concentrating only on  club
fixtures. Next week they meet the
three major clubs in Colombo, namely,
the Sinhalese, the C.C.C., and the
Tamil Union, all of whom, |t full
strength, have the beating of the South
Indian team.

But for the “‘act of God” in the shape
of rain, and the act of man in the un-
fortunate but unavoidabl® absence of any
S.S.C. men in the C.C.A. team, the
Holkar tour would have been a bigger
success than it has been. At a crucial
stage in the only three-day fixture when
there was every prospect of a  grand
finish, rain fell in buckets and con-
verted the Oval into a swimming pool.
But this mateh did go far enough to
evoke an eulogy on Mushtaq Ali, which
must have made that/very modest bats-
man blush. I yield to no one in my
admiration of this very stylish player,
whose record in England speaks for it-
self. But the Mushtaq of today can-
not, by any stretch of the imagination,

COVER-POINT

be compared to Ranji or Duleep, except
in Pavlova-like footwork. Mushtaq has
no off stroke, worthy the name, in his
bag, whereas the two princes were
equally at home in cutting and cover-
driving, as they admittedly were in
glancing and hooking. I make this
statement with no intention of belittling
this great Muslim cricketer, who is
deservedly so popular  with Ceylon
crowds, but I fee] that in fairness to
him, one must be moderate in praise.

*

THE briet holiday which horses
and trainers have been erijoy-
ing in Nuwara Eliya comes to an end
next week when the first post-war May
Meet ushers in a spell of racing at head-
quarters, which will go on continuously
fill the end of November, The May
Meet, this year beging earlier than it
used to do pre-war and this may be due
to the fact that Vesak falls on the
fourth Saturday of the month and a
later starf would have meant that the
last day of the Meet would have coin-
cided with Vesak day.

The programme arranged for the open-
ing day of the May Meet caters solely
for sprinters. Horses in the two top
classes will be seen out over the 5 fur-
longs as will thoroughbreds in Class IV
and Arabs in Class III. There will also
be a race over the Channer Straight for
horses in Class III, while Clasg I Arabs

Inquiries to :

T’phone: 2784

l
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Call early and see these voiles for
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MARADANA

They'll make attractive

(Ceylon) Ltd.

will compete over ¢ furlongs and Class IT
ponies will provide the longest race of
the afternoon, over 7 furlongs. Final
entries for the Meet do not close till
Monday next and, consequently, I shall
reserve my comments on the races till
next week when I hope to be able to
give readers some pointers and I trust
that ‘they will be as successful as they
were up at Nuwara Eliya,

*
TH.E flat racing season in Eng-
land is now well under way
and our thoughts wil] turn next week to
the Classics. The Guineas and Derby

‘ favourite, the Gaekwar of Baroda’s My

Babu, who was known as Lerius in his
first season, hag already won the Craven
Stakes and by his ready victory has
confirmed his 2-year-old form,

.

Another Classic ‘hope” who has taken
well off the mark this season. ig Miss
Dorothy Paget’s Birthday Greetings,
who won the Greenham Plate. While
these two colts will take a lot of beat-
ing in the 2,000 Guineas, I would ad-
vise readers to keep a watchful eye on
the American-bred and owned Black
Tarquin, about whose winter progresg I
have had the most encouraging reports
from a friend of mine who recently saw
him at work,

-achieve much by satire,

Art & Letters

By Quintus Delilkhan

A NATIONAL THEATRE

THE idea of a National

Theatre for Ceylon is evi-
dently a matter of almost over-
powering interest to the public.
We hear of the National Theatres
of other countries, and can only
marvel at our own supineness over a
very long period of years during
which we have allowed the potential
talent of this country to remain un-
expressed. What rich results it may
have produced, if fostered early, we
cannot now speculate with any degree
of assurance. It is a vastly intriguing
but a practically fruitless field to wander
in, and we can be bet®er engaged in
thinking of the future which seems to
now hold very large prospects. The
drama is one of the most effective
means of keeping alive a country’s con-
sciousness of its past greatness, of its
present, desires and its aspirations for the
future. It affords the best corrective
of our present idiosyncracies ang is a
means of correcting, if properly
handled, the faults of the age. It can
by a kindly
humour or by a deep and searching wis-
dom in the high forms of magnificent
rhetoric The choice of the medium
depends on the genius of the dramatist,
and the audience to which he hopes to
make his appeal. Bernard Shaw has
been a reformer through his flaying wit,
which he has used ruthlessly' to expose
the shams of a civilization apt to grow
too complacent of its fancied gains. He
has rendered an immense service to his
country for he has described himself as
an Englishman born in Ireland, and it
is England that he has most con-
spicuously wished to reform. Tbsen has
also done a very considerable service,
not only to his own country but the
whole of Europe by making his plays
the vehicle of ideas meant to point out
the way to more sincere and honourable
forms of public and private conduct
than he saw around him. The drama,
and other allied arts, require to be given
a big chance in Ceylon to thrive, and
out of all this may emerge a great change
of heart in the peoble. The Sinhalese
drama can be made a form of popular
expression without sinking to the level
of crudity which is so frequently mani-
fest in an attempt to hold the attention
of the audience of methods of sensation-
alism. It is possible that a National
Theatre, with all the publicity which it
affords, will enable the public taste
will be elevated by slow but definite
degrees to a level which will ensure that
the drama becomes g worthwhile form
of art. It does not matter whether
the dramatist chooses tragedy, comedy
or even farce, so long as he maintains
each form in its essemtial integrity as a
medium of sincere and conscientious art.
[ have no doubt that with this new
opportunity it will not be long before we
will see the emergence of a very con-
siderable effort on the part of writers to
realise their responsibility and give only
of their very best so that there will be
evidence of improving standards of liter-
ary production fitted to fulfil the purpose
of genuine drama combinin gamusement
and high entertainment with valid in-
struction and the correction of the faults
of the age whilst adhering to strictly
artistic dramatic standards, conventions
and forms. The public taste must be
exacting and should not- be chary of
expressing itself strongly if spurious and
hurried work is being passed on as good
drama.

* @ *
HERE 1s much to be learnt

from the experience of others,
and a fruitful source of imstruction is

the work of a group of Irishmen who
have been tamous as the creators of the
modern drama in Ireland. Even the
greatest of them had opposition to meet
before their work was acceptable to a
critical and, in many instances, a wholly
unreasonable public. These men and
women were made of indomitable stuff,
and they preserved against heavy odds,
and needless to say, won al] along the
line in ‘the end. = The whole fascinat-
ing story of their successful experiment
is told in “THE IRISH DRAMATI
MOVEMENT” by Una EllisFermor
(COLOMBO BOOK - CENTRE), a
Methuen production and ought to be of
special interest to those in Ceylon who
have hopes of a like renaissance here.
One of the persons who had a big influ-
ence in the Irish Dramatic Movement
wag Lady Gregory, the wife, I believe,
of Governor Gregory of Cevlon. Her
praise was by one who knew the move-
ment through all its phases, and she
had been helpful to every dramatist who
laboured in this great cause, and even
to the incomparably greatest of them
all, W. B_ Yeats. ‘“They have won
much praise for themselves,’” she said,
“‘and raised the dignity of Ireland.” By
their efforts, the true face of Ireland
emerged out of the enveloping mist of
ages, the caricature of Ireland ceased
to exist, and the true greatness of Ire-
land became manifest. Everyone of
gains had a part to play, Synge by his
terrifying realism, sombre in itg tragic
sense of life and W. B. Yeats and Lady
Gregory by their passionate nationalism
which must have thrilled friend and foe
alike by its perfect sincerity and un-
rivalled poetry and strength. This move-
ment produced a drama which a eritie,
noting its influence on the people said,
had created an exultation which trans-
formed their nature so that they ‘‘who
believed so much in the soul ang so little
in anything else that they were never
entirely certain that the earh was solid
under the foosole™” discovered a new dig-
nity and power in being Irishmen.
There was no racia] snobbery in this
but only that Ireland had discovered her
soul anew. Of Ireland and her dra-
matists, it might be said:

They shall be remembered forever
They shall be alive forever,

Thesr shall l;e speaking forever

The people shall hear them forever’”

W. B. Yeatg with the penetration of
the poet to the heart of hings demanded
of hose who were helping to create this
new drama that the most important in-
gredient of their work should be a ‘‘liv-
ing imagination.” This was the basis
from which no deviation was permitted,
and so long as this need was kept in
mind any these could be selected for
dramatic treatment. When manuscripts
had to be rejected in increasing numbers
a notice called ‘‘Advice to Playwrights”
was drawn up for circulation to intend-
ing writers who would otherwise have
mistaken the aims and scope of the
work required for the Abbey Theatre.
One of these points reads ag follows, and
may be of interest to any intending dra-
matists here too: ‘‘A play to be suitable
for performance at the Abbey should
contain some criticism_of life, founded
on the experience or personal observa-
tion of the writer, or some vision of
life. of Irish life by preference, impor-
tant from 1ts beauty or from some ex-
cellence of style; ‘and this intellectual
quality is not more thecessary to tragedy
than to the gayest comed A work
of art, though it must have the effect of
naure, is art because it is not nature, as
Goefhe said: and it must possess a unity
unlike the accidental profusion  of
nature.” L}
.

This is a formula which is ag valid sor
Ceylon as for Ireland. .

-
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SIX MONTHS OF U.N.

United = National Party
" has been over s#&Xx monthg in

power. Has it justified the
people’s faith and hopes. Let
us « examine the work it

has done and judge for our-
selves.

The record of '‘the Prime Minis-
ter, in his fight to gain independence
for Ceylon is too well-known to re-
count here. His services to the
country have been acknowledged
even by his bitterest enemies.

Ceylon’s representation at the Manila
and Havana Conferences, and missions
to India, Pakistan, Malaya, Burma ande
Britain (re sterling balances) has in-
creased Ceylon's prestige. Last week
Ceylon was unanimously elected as the
_57th member of the Food and Agricul-
tural Organistion. Her election to the
United Nations Organisation will see
the culmination of the Premier’s efforts,
to see Ceylon takes her rightful nlace
in the world.

Now let us see the records of the
other Ministers.
.
A REAL HIT
J. L. KOTELAWALA

MRopened his account with the
removal ot car controls which was a big
boon to the public.

In October he ended the con-
frall on. _new cars “of 9’ h.p.
and less, as a_ preliminary to
absolute lifting of control, In not lift-
ing it immediately he was wise. For,
as the representatives of the trade it-
self explained, the latter would not be
equipped to deal with the sudden rush
of nearly 3,000 would-be customers. He
acceded to their wishes to continue the
permit system for a short time more.

On February 1, 1948 he removed car
and petrol contro] altogether. This was a
‘great godsend. At his request the
authorities controlling the world supply
of petrol had agreed to grant Ceylon
an additional quota of 600,000 gallons.

““I would like to take this opportunity
to request bus companies to improve
their services,”” he gaid. ‘T am aware
of the growing discontent in the coun-
try with the running of certain bus ser-
vices.” The supply of more petrol was
his method of improving the bus ser-
vices. %

All railway stations that were pre-
viously lit by gas—‘dark and gloomy”
was' the complaint—are being fitted with
electric lights. The hrilliant display
Fort Station gives at night is a pointer
to ,.what is coming.

CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT

HIS crowning achievement{ was,
of course, the  improvement
of Ceylon’s air sefvices, so much so
that Ceylon is well on the air map,  As
Minister of Communications in the last
State Council he had done much this
way. But, within this short period of
six months he hag speeded up, broad-
ened and modernised the airways.

On December 10 last the Air Ceylon
plane took off from the Colombo Air-
port on the first flight of the passenger
service between Colombo and Madras
via Kankesanturai. Going to India now
is just a few hours’ journey and the ser-
vice is being utilised daily. Mr. Kote-
lawala has made Ceylon air-conscious.

Mr. W. Dahanayake, one of the
Opposition leaders and the Minister's
most virulent critic, also participated in
the inaugural flight, after which he
acknowledged the foresight of the Minis-
ter. He paid a sincere tribute: ‘I have
to congratulate Mr. Kotelawala on his
popularity and success.”

Last week he concluded an air pact
with Pakistan, by which a regular
Colombo-Karachi air service was estab-
lished ,

The Hydro-Electric Scheme and the
Housing Schemes for the Railway work-
ers also stand to his credit.

Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike,
Minister of Health and Local Adminis-
tration, has set in operation 79 water
schemes for the Island in the urban and
tu,x;al areas. Many of them will be im-
plément& immediately.

According to thig schsme. submitted
by Mr. C. E. de Jfonseka, Chief Engi-
neer, Waterwors, of the Public ‘Works
~ Department, the wafer supplies to the

. -
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towng south of the Colombo Municipal
limits up to Kalutara and the hinterland
of these towns could be made available
by tapping the Kelani River at a strate-
gic point.

CANCER INSTITUTE

MR, BANDARANAIKE hag al-
ready announced his plans to
establish a Cancer Institute and to fur-
ther improve the facilities already pro-
vided for tuberculosis patients. Cancer
and tuberculosis, in the Minister's opi-
nion, are the arch enemies of the
people. He is determineq to save the
people from these scourges.

He also proposes to establish a Credit
Corporation to finance the building of
houses. The Corporation will release
funds not only to individuals but to co-
operative societies for putting up build-
ings. The initial capital will be Rs, i0
million. The Minister will be respon-
sible for the provision of the funds,
ensuring the availability of building
material.

Mr. Dudley Senanayake, Minister of
Agriculture and Lands, is already going
ahead with his plang to “make two
blades of grass grow where one grew
beflore.”

His first action was to expand the
work on the restoration of village
tanks, and to create an entirely new
division in the Irrigation Department to
deal with village works exclusively.

Mr, S. G. Taylor, the Director of
Irrigation, commented on this policy:
‘““The Minister has instituted a drive to
ensure that the work done in the past
twenty years ®shall result in increased
cultivation. One of the criticisms of
village works expenditure in the past
has been that it has not resulted in any
increase in the area brought under culti-
vation.

“The Minister hag now co-ordinated
the activities of the Survey, Irrigation,
Land Commissioner’s and Revenue De-
partments to ensure that land rendered
irrigable will be blocked out in suitable
lots ready for Revenue Officers to give
out to villagers who are on the spot so
that no question of colonisation schemes
arise.”

He also proposes to open up 50,000 to
75,000 acres a year for agricultural ahd
colonisation schemes.

VILLAGERS’ \VVELFARE

MR.. C. SITTAMPALAM,

Minister of Posts and Tele-
graphs, has always had the welfare of
the villagers at heart, as evinced by
his noble work in Mannar.

Last December he announced his
scheme to popularise broadcasting by
supplying each village with a wireless
set, in order to make masses wireless-
minded. As a start 200 wireless sets
will be installed in the rural areas where
it would be possible'for the village folk
to hear broadcasts.

Nearly a lakh of rupees was to be
utilised for the purchase of wireless sets
and equipment and maintaining them.

His aim was to see the growth of
healthy village community centres and
he was conscious that by bringing the
people togetWer that this could hie
achieved, This scheme is well on its
way.

Mr. A. Ratnayake, the Minister of
Food, has eased the food situation.
Flour is so plentiful now, and so is
country rice (after the abolition of the
Internal Purchase Scheme) that the
former is even not wanted, and the
latter ig sold at 65 cts. per measure.

He has also made available for the
common man to have a rice and curry
meal for only 30 cents—a great boon to
a hungry people and all hig energieg are
centred upon making the Island self-
sufficient.

MR J. R. JAYEWARDENE
presented a balanced budget,
which was noteworthy for clarity and
foresight. Save in a few cases, there
were no increased taxes on commodities
entering into the cost of living index.
The duties on all the principal items of
food, and cotton piece-goods and cotton
apparels, was therefore, not, raised.
The only exception of any importance
was tobacco; but the additional revenue
would offset the increase in the cost of
living allowance which would ensue,
The duties imposed were relatively
light on conventional necessities, ex-
tremely heavy on luxuries while general
. .

consumer. goods were moderately taxed—
a sound seheme.

“We do not intend to stop or starve
any of the progressive social and econo-
mic sch of devel t, such as
free education, free milk and meals for
children, subsidies on essential goods,
salary increases and war allowances,
keeping the cost of living steady and
the great agricultural and industrial
projects, already begun to increase the
national wealth,” explained Mr, Jaye-
wardene in his Budget speech.

‘“While holding to these principles we
shall further attempt to cloge from both
ends the gap which separates the stan-
dard of living of the great mass of our
fellow-citizens from that of a small pri-
vileged minority.”

ACT OF FAVOUR

R. C. SUNTHERALINGAM,

Minister of Commerce and
Trade, scored a big hit by abolishing
textile control. It wag an act of favour
on the suffering middleman, who had
to struggle with coupons, blackmarket-
eers and profiteering traders to clothe
himself and family.

He also realised the worth of advertis-
ing Ceylon in a commercial way. He
set in operation a Tourist Information
Kiosk at the Passenger Jetty, an In-
formation Bureau at the Ratmalana Air-
port and another at the R.A.F. Aero
drome, Katunayake.

He set up a Tourist Advisory Board,
which will tackle the problems of stamp-
ing out the tout menace, the standardis-
ing of taxi fares for running within the
city, and the improving of resthouses
with regard to food and lodging so as to
make them more attractive to tourists.

Attractive posters and literature to
advertise Ceylon have  been planned
by the Minister who is determined to
put Ceylon on the world trade map.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

IR OLIVER GOONETILLEKE,
as Minister of Home -Affairs
and Rural Development, had nothing
exciting in the ‘‘Home’ side, but was

i
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very active in rural developffient.

“There is a greater urgency today in
the hearts of all men and womem to
experience a richer and fuller life.e It
is the responsibility of the Government
to see that this fuller life is
achieved,” he said.,

“I do not propose to fill Ceylon with
an army of badly paid public servants
to deal with rural reconstruction,

‘“It is en the rich experiences of social
workers that I hope to build the plan
for the rural reconstruction of Ceylon. ..
We cannot postpone for one day the
work that has to be done in rural Cey-
Ion.”

He has not lost time in getting things
done. The rural folk are a wonderful
crowd now.

Mr, T. B. Jayah hag helped to find
employment for thousands of unem-
ployed. His is an unenviable job, for
there are tens of thousandg clamouring
for jobs. But he is keen and deeply
interested in the welfare of the workers.

He is touring the Island with his Par-
liamentary Secretary, Mr. A E. Goone-
sinha, relieving distress to the utmost
capacity of the Government.

The Minister of Educatiog,
Mr. T. B. Nugawela, has not
only a compromise plan in place of the
controversial Free Education Scheme.
Feeding of school children also.claimed
his attention.

His view wag that in spite of the fact
that the Education Department has
spent, nearly eight million rupees on the
feeding of school-children. It was
not done in a satisfactory man-
ner. He adopted the scheme sub-
mitted by Miss Elsie Solomons, ' the
Inspectress of Schools, and the school-
children are all the happier regarding

midday meals.

ERE is the recodd of some of
the services of the Cabinet
to the people. Can anyone with a sense
of justice deny that the U.N.P. has
done much, and efficiently within a
period of only six months, and can be
depended upon to do more?

Telephone: 4276-7

L L]

A Long Standing Firm
Importers of :—Galvanised sheets, Asbestos sheets,
Cements, Paints & Colours,
barbed wire, Galvanised pipings, plate & sheet glass.

Constructional steels of all descriptions :
Rounds, Flats, Squares, Joists,

ENQUIRIES: PROMPTLY ATTENDED :

CHETTINAD CORPORATION Ltd.

'116/118 KEYZER STREET, COLOMBO

Wirenails, wirenettings,

‘such as
Channels & Angles.

-

Telegrams. *‘Finance A

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL

INDUSTRIES LTD. PAINTS DIV,

Duco is a

quality sp
owners alike.

BOSANQUET &

P. O. Box 14

UCoO

cknowledged to be the standout
ray paint by re-finishers and car
Stocks are now in the hands
of garages all over the Island.

Agents :—

SKRINE LTD.
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«“CHANDRALEKA”

THE STUPENDOUS TAMIL SPECTACLE !

N1

SOON IN THE CEYLON THEATRES CIRCUIT !

S oANANAAN

s

THE COUNTRY’S FAVOURITE ENTERTAINMENT
NOW IN ITS 10th WEEK IN COLOMBO !"!

o Ceylon Theatres present

“KAPATI ARAKSHAKAYA”

Starring: EDDIE JAYAMANNE, RUKMANI DEVI,
JEMINI KANTHA

Now at the:

HINSTONE: Daily at 6 & 9.30 p m. Tomorrow

i 3 ,3\‘{"6&930pm and Sun. at 10 a.m.,
B- N A j Con o6 -and-9.30 p.m.

MA]ES‘I IC: Daily at 2.30, 6 & 9.30 p.m. & Tomorrow
& Sun. at 10 a.m. 2.30, 6 & 9.30 p.m.

And At
KANDY, GALLE, and NEGOMBO

Soon At
NUWARA ELIYA, BADULLA & GAMPOLA

RN, YRS JOURNAL

APRIL 23 1948

WHATEVER THE OCCASION
WHEN IT’S

CAKES

REMEMBER THE PLACE *

Don Alexander & Sons

Bakers, Confectioners & Green Grocers,
ALSTON PLACE,
y COLOMBO 2.
‘Phone: 3774 'Grams: *“ALEXSONS”.

YOUR SUNDAY MENU

Have you booked your
RESERVATIONS

at

PILAWOOS

lf not you can
alwajs ring up
)

o e LN i

117, Keyzer Street

G 4 TP T i .
Printed at the num News In S, lu/(

I’m/w

SELF CONFIDENCE

Your Self Confidence a:pends upon one

vital factof. Are you stable financially?

However stable your income may be,

remember, income fluctuates, It can never

-be an absolute asset. s

Insurance is an asset altogether absolute.

Absolute security is what we offer you.

The
Trust Company Limited

.
No. I5, First Floor, Gaffoor Buildings, Fort, Colombo
'Phone 3600 (6)

/n'u/Ium I\ m/ Colombo, In Iiunm/ de Silva, on behalf of RoBert Weerasinghe of the United National Purty

Ceylon Trading Company,
Limited
Australia Buildings

P. O. Box 161, Colombo

Exporters of

TEA POONAC

?8,'3 Ei“ COCONUT SHELL
COCONUT OIL CHARCOAL
DESICCATED COCONUT | CINNAMON

AND OTHER CEYLON PRODUCTS

General Importers

SHIPPING AND INSURANCE
AGENTS Lol
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