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FINANCE MINISTER'S

U.N.P. Six-Year Plan OQutlined

FIRST FREE LANXA BUDGET SPEECH
. SETS GREAT STORE ON REALISM

IT is my proud privilege to place be-

fore you the Estimates of Expendi-
ture, and the Revenue Proposals to meet
that exp@nditure, for the financial year
1948-49. After 400 years the power to
fashion the future of our Motherland
has come once again into ou- own
hands. To us, therefore, who are en-
trusted with the responsibility of govern-
ing, must be apportioned praise or
blame for the manner in which we per-
form that task. Immediate results may
not flow from our decisions, but we can
lay down the general lines of progress
and prepare the foundations on which
the future edifice of a free, deruocratic
and contented Ceylon can be built, In
this, the first Budget of Free Ceylon,
the Government unfolds that plan for
public scrutiny and criticism.

In my previous Budget Speech I gave
a summary of the financial s‘ructure of
the country. This year I do not think I
need burden the House with a similar
survey, except for the mnecessity  of
bringing some of the previous figures
up-to-date. It would, however, be

necessary for those who wish to obtain -

a view of Ceylon's financial and econo-
mic structure under contemporary con-
ditions to read that speech together with
the one I am delivering today. The one
is complementary to the other. On this
occasion, as I said before, the -Govern-
ment outlines its plans for the future
development of our resources. It is a
human plan containing defects which
all human endeavours-are heir to, con-
ditioned further by limitations imposed
by the existing wealth and the poten-
ﬁal’-resouxoes at our command. We
can h ly claim, h , that in
the preparation of theése plans, the sin-
gle purpose of doing the greatest good
to the greatest has infl d
our decisions.

BROAD OUTLINE

I think I should explain to the
House the broad outline of mv speech
before I introduce members to the more
important details contained in it. 1
propose to begin with an  Economic
Survey of the Ceylon of today. Having
placed before the House a picture of
the materials available to us, I will
then outline the proposals of the Gov-
ernment to mould that material into
concrete schemes capable of execution
within a. given period of vears, ex-
pressed in terms of agricultural pro-
duce and manufactured goods, snd the
extra wealth that will be created there-
by. 1 propoese to discuss the Plan un-
der the heads of (a) Production of Na-
tional ealth; (b) Utility Services; (c)
Social Services; (d) External Affairs
and Defence; (e) Administration; (f)
Finance. '

ECONOMIC SURVEY

1 thought it reasonable that this Bud-
- get a plan for the future
development of the country ghould be-
gin 1 nﬁeotmmhic survey. 1 propose

pid  survgy of the present
country, the resources
it  wealth is produced,
¢ helps to  produce

~ dertakings already

it,.and the manner of its distribution.
I shall then outline the petengial re-
sources of the country, both agricul-
tural as well as industrial, and detail
our plans for its development snd use

by man. It is not possible to prepare
a plan that can be executed in the
course of a year. I will indicate first

the long-term plan of the Government
covering a period of 6 years Leginning
with the financial year 1947-48 that has
just concluded, and ending with  the
financial year 1952-53. This excludes
such other schemes which may be com-
menced later for which financial provi-
sion is not included in . the .. eurrent
year's Estimates. .

CLOSELY LINKED

Having outlined the long-term plan, I
shall proceed to show how tie impor-
tant stages in its progres during the
current year will be implemented with
the money the House is now called upon
to vote. This plan covers the period
within which we hope many of the un--
started and to- be
started will be completed cnd bear
fruit. I have further sought to inte-
grate the present Budgetary proposals,
which refer to the expenditure for an
year, into that long-term plan, The
economic survey, the six-year pian, and
the present Budgetary proposals are
closely linked subjects. It would be un-
wise to consider proposals for hational
development without reference to =the
wealth of the country as shown in the
economic survey. It would bz unwise
also to consider plans for a vear only,
when the main consideration should be
the formulation of the economic  and
social program of the Government
covering a period of years.

CONTEMPORARY CONDITIONS

The economy of Ceylon today, it is
well-known, is an undiversified agricul-
tural export economy. I mneed hardly
emphasise again that we derive the
major portion of our national income
from the export of three prol s, Tea,
Rubber and Coconut. The gr0ss ha-
tional income in 1938 was Rs. 105 per
head and in 1947 Rs. 282 per head per
annum. This rise does not jndicate an
improvement in the economic condition
of the people, but reflects *the wartime
process of rises in rices, both as re-
gards export and import goods. The
per capita income of Ceylon in relation
to the countries of South-East Asia,
is second only to that of Japan and ex-
ceeds that of the Philippines, India,
Pakistan, Indonesia, China, Malaya
and Burma, The economic survey car-
ried out by the United Natioas Econo-.
mic Commission of Asia and the Far
East emphasi.ses this fact, «nd*® gives
other comparative data which sre of
great interest to the people of Ceylon.

HOW INCOME IS EARNED

Let us enguire for a moment as  to
how this income is earned. I(n 1947
tea, rubber and coconut produced an
income of Rs. 807 million and  other
exports Rs. 85 million, The income
from the production of goods retained.

services, etc., was Rs. 1,167 million.
Though this figure is high in compari-
son.to pre-war figures, since prices went
up higher than the rate of incomeé in-
crease, it may truly be said that ' the
national income in physical gquantities
was really less than in 1938. The im-
portant point I wish to emphasise here
is the depend of our 1 eco-
nomy on our exports, and that too al-
meost' entirely on the exports of tea,
rubber and coconut products which ac-
count for 90 per cent. of the export
trade.

(Continued on page 2)
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NATURAJ. RESOURCES

PRESENT AND POTENTIAL

| What are our present resources in
ag‘rlculture, in industry, in water power?
What are the resources that are undeve-
loped and await opening up? In a word,
what is the present potential wealth of
the country? We must be fully ac-
quainted with these before we  can
work out a plan for the future. Let us
first consider out agricultural resources.
It will be necessary to discuss these in
relation toe (a) the total area, (b) the
area qnder commercial crops at rresent,
(c) the area under other agricultural
crops at present, (d) the distribution
and nature of the land resources of the
Island, in order to determine their suit-
ability for further development.

MAJOR CROPS

The total area of Ceylon is estimated:

to be 25,331 square miles or ahout 16}
million acres. *The four major: crops
cover the following areas:—

Tea 553,000 Acres
Rubber 573,000 ,,
Coconut 920,000
Paddy 912,000

3 million acres, therefore, out of 2
total cultivated area of 3% million acres.
are occupied by these major  Crops.
The airea under. total productive agri-
culture thus works out to 20 per cent.
of the total area of Ceylon. Out of a
total area of 16 million acres, about
13 million acres ares either occupied, cul-
tivated, earmarked for definite purpo-
-ses, or uncultivable; and a balance of
3% million acrés is available for future
agricultural development—an extent as
large as the area already under produc-
tive culbivation.

WET AND DRY ZONES

“The land surface of Ceylon is divided
into two large groups, the wet zone and
the dry zone. The wet zone cousists of
the Western, Central and Sabara--
gamuwa Province, and also a large
portion of the Southern and a  small
portion of the Uva  Province. It
covers an area of 4 million square
miles with a population of 34 mil-
lions, The dry zone occuples the
vest of the Island, the Northern, North
Central, North Western, and Eastern
Provinces, and the balance portion  of
the Southern and Uva Provinces. It
covers an area of 12 million acte and
contains a population of 3 millions
‘The two great monsoons of the Indian
Ocean, the South-West and rne North-
East, fall on these two areas in
different ways. The wet zone, which
gets the full benefit of the South-west
Monsoon, as it lies in the South- West
region of the Island, and also benefits
from the North-East Monsoon, has an
average rainfall of 135 inches a year.
The dry zone, which by normal world
standards cannot be called ‘dry” but is
50 in relation to the wet zone,»has an
average rainfall of about 65 inches ' a
year. The rain that falls in the central
hills flows from them to the north,
§0uth, east and west of the Island and
into the sea through the rivers which
man has used down the centuries.
Owing to the. steepness and the uneven-
ness of the land surface of the wet
zone, cultivation depends ‘o a large
extent on the seasonal rains. For large-
scale paddy cultivation, therefore,
which is the main food crop of the Is-
tand, we cannot depend on the wet
zone. It is, however, admirably suited
for the cultivation of crops such as tea
coconut, and rubber which do not need
2 constant and controlled flow of
waler.

DIFFERENT PICTURE

‘The dry zone, on the other % hand,
presents a totally different picture. The
rivers that flow through the iarge open
and flat spaces of the dry zore, such
as the Mahaweli Ganga, the Gal Oya,
the Walawe Ganga, the Nilwala Ganga
and the Deduru Oya, to mention the
largest, draw their strength from the
wabers that fall on the central hills,
They therefore carry a perennial supply
of water. It is anticipated that the re
sources of the dry zone can supply
regulated and constant flow of water
for the vast extent of‘land that the
Government contemplates bringing un-
der cultivation in the immediate future,
I{ is us}ly in the dry zone that this
possible,

THE FUTURE PLAN

¥ think it wiH be agreed that the
first step in our plans must be to pro-
Qxce our own food, To be self-support-
ing In essential foods and in the arti-

re-
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cles necessary for clothing and housing
is one of the main tasks that we have to
devote attention to. Agricultucal deve-
lopment for the production of our
essential foods will be effected in two
ways. The Government has started a
campaign for the intensive and scienti-
fic cultivation of the land already un-
der cultivation in food crops, particular-
ly in the wet zone; secondly, by deve-
loping the vast areas which are culti-
vable and still remain uncultivated in
the dry zone.

With regard to the first, agricultural
stations have been opened '1p in seve-
ral parts of the wet zone and trained
instructors go out into the wvillages to
instruct the peasants in scientific
methods of cultivation. Agricultural
Producers’ Co-operatives are heing
formed throughout the Island and, with
the credit supplied through the Co-
operative Banks, it is expected that
their - members will be able  to
secure the necessary finance for cul-
tivation. Intensive cultivation in the
wet zone is also made possible by the

repair of elas , the building of amunas

' and the provision of scientific irriga-

tion where necessary. Of course, the ir-
rigation schemes in the wet zone are
small when compared to.those i. the dry
zone, but they are none the less im-
portant, In addition to the Attan-
gala Oya Scheme, the possibilities of
the Kelani Valley are being investigat-
ed by American experts. The necessity
for scientific and intensive cultivation
is clearly seen when the production
figures are considered. In the Attana-
gala area a fair average of yield would
be 10 to 13 times the sowing extent.
Ceylon figures compare very badly with
those of other countries.

Paddy—per acre

Country ‘in pounds Fold.
Italy 4,000 ki
Egypt 3,000 39
Java 2,000 22
Malaya 1,170 - 16
India 1,190 23
Ceylon 520 13

As a result of the very strenous and
planned effort being made to increase
the yield, in some places the produc-
tion which was 13-fold has risen to 30
fold.

DRY ZONE SCHEMES

The dry zones schemes are in the quite
a different category. Large irrigation
works have to be completed before the
water is made available. The water
when available cannot be utilised un-
til the virgin jungle has been felled,
and the land made fit for cultivation
and human habitation. Errors were
committed in the past, but the cra of
experiment has now| passed . What
seemed to many the foolish dreams of a
visionary are no longer considered as
such. Today those dreams have come
true. They appear in concrete forms
in the colonisation schemes that dot
the landscape of the dry zone. The for-
mer critics now hail them as the sal-
vation of the people of Ceylon. I am
proud to say that long before I took an
active part in politics, the Irrigation
schemes which Mr. D. S. Senanayake
inaugurated as the first Minister of Agri-
culture under the Donoughmore Consti-
tution attracted me,

The waters of the Parakrama Sa-
mudra, one of the largest of these
schemes, will cover at full supply an

area of 6,000 acres. An area of 54,000
acres will once again come under culti-
vation when the scheme is complete.
The Minneriya and Giritale artificial
lakes now repaired will, together with
the Elahera Ela which brings water to
them from the Ambanganga near Dam-
bulla, cultivate a hitherto uncultivated
area of 30,000 acres. Similar great
works are being undertaken throughout
the vast expanse of the dry zone, and
members will dotted throuzh these
estimates, reference to Kalawewa, Ridi-
bendi Ela, Minipe Ela, Wal awe, Nil-
wala Ganga, all of which, though
mere names and remote to the reader,
represent, part of the new civilization
that is being slowly but surely created,

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
In my previous remarks I have men-
tioned how the water that is now going
to waste will be harnessed and utilised
and the extent of land that will be
made -available for cultivation It is

equally important to know ' what the
cultivation .will be and how it  will be
effected. The first question hat 1

would ask is: what do we import in the
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nature of essential goods, which can be
produced economically in this country?
In 1947 we imported rice to tae value
of Rs. 135,000,000; curry stuffs to the
value of Rs. 28,000,000; and cotton to
the value of Rs. 28,000,000; and cotton
piece goods to the value of Rs. 100,-
000,000. Can we produce these in Cey-
lon? I do not propose to go into a
detailed study of the many varieties of
agricultural products now being import-
ed into Ceylon and which may be pro-
fitably grown in the Island. The Agri-
cultural Department has now, after
very careful and prolonged experiments,
decided on the products that can be
grown in Ceylon, the areas where they
can be grown, and has divided the coun-
try into agricultural zones in keeping.
with its decisions.

A% far as rice, cotton, tobacco, gin-
gelly, sugar and a few other products
are concerned, the stage of  experi-
ment has now passed and the lands
that are being opened up will grow
these crops. Industrial machinery will
also be provided to make raw products
into manufactured goods wherever pos-
sible. Cotton will provide the raw ma-
terial for the textile industry and  will
not only supply the Island with its re-
quirements of cloth, but will enable us
to develop a useful and prosperous tex-
tile ‘cottage industry, and *hus help
to avoid seasonal unemployment 50
often associated with agriculture,

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

Apart from the fact that mniilk is
man’s natural food, the manvre pro-
vided by animals is essential for: tife
proper maintenance of soil fertility.
Village cattle today are neither ade-
quately fed nor milked. The number
of neat cattle of all varieties according
to the latest census is 1.2 million, and
is far below our normal essential re-
quirements. Our normal consumption of
milk is 1.7 ounces per head per day,
which is the lowest in the world, even
lower than in India. A consumption of
at least 5 ounces a day is prescribed to

ry for a mi standard of
We have therefore to increage

be ©
living.Od ; >
he production O
;allol;s a year to about 70 million gal-
lons a year as the minimum standard of
production below which we cannot g0
without serious consequences to the
health of the population. The report
of the Milk Committee issued in 1944
advocates for Ceylon a consimption of
102 million gallons a year to maintain
a civilised standard of nutrition. ‘Our
target of 70 million gallons mifst  be

regarded as the first stage in the plan

of development. Our plan is not only
to increase the cattle population  but
also to develop a better breed of -ni-
mals. -
LAND DEVFJAOPMENT DEPT.
CREATED

I have given only a bare outline of
the Government plan for the agricul-
tural development of Ceylon in the near
future. It is necessary for us to see
how the plan is to be carried out dur-
ing the Budgetary year. Provision has
been made under the head of «Major
Irrigation Works as well as Minor Irri-
gation Works for all the schemas which
are ready for the fulfilment of the agri-
cultural development of the dry zone as
well as the scientific and intensive culti-
vation of the already cultivated wet
zone. From Loan Funds alone we ask
the House to sanction an expenditure
of Rs. 47.2 million. There is nothing
that has been asked that has been re-
fused, and the problem that worries the
Government is not whether. money is
available, but whether we will be able
to find the men and the machinery to
speng this money during the oourse of
the year. A new department of Land
Development has been created, and to
this has been allocated the very im-
portant function of food production
The expenditure from current revenue
under the Ministry of Agriculture will
this year be Rs. 48.3 million, making
a total therefore of Rs. 95.5 million to

(Continued on page 3)
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i spent on agricultural devclopment
within one year. Provision for the
acquisition of lands for village expan-
sion has been increased to Rs. 5 mil-
lion and has been placed under Loan
Fund Expenditure.

INDUSTRIAL PLAN

The other great wealth pLroducing
activity is that connécted with the 'in-
dustrial development of Ceylon, as in
the case of agriculture, our :iist tar-
get of attack will be to sipply as far
as possible the goods that we import.

We are today as a free people in a
position to seek the materials we need
in any country in the world, and as
in the case of the Gal Oya Scheme
which is now under construction by
American engineeis with American ma-
chinery, we hope during the course of
this year to send our experts to- the
various industrialised countries to find
out the cheapest and the best markets
to purchase our equipments. I am
sure not only the Opposition but the
Government too is chaffing at the delay
in installing the necessary modern fac-
tories to utilise our raw materials.
The non-completion of our Hydro-Elec-
tric Scheme, owing to causes beyond
our control, and the lack of machinery
and trained’ personnel have been the
main cause of delay in the pasr.

In considering industries, e must in-
clude salt as well as fisheries, which
come under the care of the sume Min-
ister, and are themselves wealth-pro-
ducing factors. It is proposed to be-
gin a very vigorous campaign to manu-
facture the by-products of salt, and
provision has been made for ths estab-
lishment of industrial plants for this
purpose. Fisheries too are tc come
within the scope of modern develop-
ment and the establishment ¢f ice and
refrigeration plants as well as the pur-
chase of modern trawlers and fishing
vessels- for which provision has been
made will enable the foundations of a
modern fishing industry to be estab-,
lished.

Before the war the only important
factories (apart from factories which
process tea, rubbér or coconur) Wwere
one cotton mill, a few tile works, one
or two match factories, one gas works,
a few distilleries and engineering works.
The war gave an impetus to new in-
dustries, a number of which were start-
ed by Government and private enter-
prise. During the continuation of the
war they brought in profits, but now
they are experiencing difficuitizs.

FUTURE OF FACTORIES

The future of these factories is now
being reviewed in the light of contem-
porary conditions, and steps ere being
taken to reorganise a number cf them

- on modern lines. Financia] provision

has been made under, Loan Funds for
an expenditure of Rs. 155 million in the
current year, and a large proportion of
this will be spent on the reorganisation
of the Glass, Coir Plywood, Leather,
Paper and Ceramic Factories.  Money
has also been provided for the estab-

* lishment of Cement (already started),

" to begin.

- of jts most important functions is

Steel, Caustic Soda, Hydrogenated
Coconut Oil, Textile and Paper Facto-
ries. Expert opinion and reports have
been obtained and the work is ready
It is expected that within a
period of six years the Schemes fore-
shadowed in our plan will ke complet-
ed. Direct and indirect empioyment
will be given for an additional 18,500
persons .On the basis of curreat prices
the products of these factories when
purchased by the people of Ceylon
would effect a reduction in our import
program to the value of about Rs.
100 million.

COTTAGE INDUSTBIES

The cottage ustries movement
must keen pace Wwith the larger indus-
trial development of the country. One
to
provide suitable subsidiary employment
for those who are engaged in seasonal
agriculture, The result will be to raise
the ‘pea.sants standard of living and his
purchasing power. The key to the suc-
cess of the industrial development of
‘the country is the raising of the income
of the worker and the peasant, so that
their demand for manufactured goods
increases. From the figures I cite it
willebe clear that very great strides have
b,n made in the develppment of cot-
tage indtuﬁrlu

?mvh!pn has been made in the cur-
t Estimates for all that the Mlmsm/

of Industries requires for both
scale ag well as cottage industr ies, The
Ministry of Industries, which or 1mnull\
began in a small way, has now become
one of the major instruments of our
development program. At the begin-
ning of the war the expenditure on the
Department of Commerce and Indus-
tries wag less than a million rupees.
Industries has now been $eparated from
Commerce ang  functions under a sepa-
rate Minister. Today we ask for sanc-
tion from the House for the expenditure
of a sum of Rs. 5 million from current
revenue and Rs. 15 million from Loan
Funds for the industrial development
of the Island during the current year,
Here again, as in the case of Agricul-
ture, we have provided money for every
one of the requirements in the plan of
industrial development, and the ex-
penditure for the current year 1948-49
is linked up with the long-term plan
for the industrial development, of Cey-
lon. The total exvenditure under the
Ministry of Industries under both cur-
rent revenue as well ag Loan Funds
comes to Rs. 25.2 million,

In an undeveloped country like Cey-
lon, the State' must play an important,
in fact the most important part, in in-
dustrial development. Government has
decided that certain basic industries,
Such as power and heavy industries,
e.g. steel and t, and i ies
which provide the necessities of lite,
should be state-owned. We realise the
difficulties that the Government as weli
as the private industrialists must face
evithout expert advice and scientific
knowledge. The Governm®nt® therefore
would welcome the investing of money,
whether it is local or foreign, in the
development of our resources, provid-
ed the most modern methods are used
in such development

COMMERCE AND TRADE

The Ministry of Commerce also helps
i the development of the national
wealth by providing the channels for
the distribution of the manufactured
products. Trade, internal as well as ex-
ternal, ig the pivot upon which the
whole of our economic system swings.
Even now 90 per cent of our trade is
in“'the hands of non-Ceylonese. This
Ministry seeks to recover that trade and
bring it to the hands of the Ceylonese.
‘Irade representatives will be appomted
in’ various parts of the world to adver-
tise our products, and the Touris}
Bureau will be given new life to attract
to our shores visitors with money %0
spend. The coconut industry comes un-
der the care of thig Ministry, particul-
arly with regard to the export of coco-
nut products under the existing contract
with the United Kingdom K Tea and
Rubber also are being nominally looked
after as regards the internal sale of
tea and the ensuring of a satisfactory

large

‘price for the small rubber producer.

LOCAL CULTIVATORS’ NEEDS

Equally important as our trade withi
foreign countries ig our internal trade.
Local cultivators need constant help in
the form of attractive prices for their
produce, and the Marketing Depari-
ment,” as well as .the Co-operative De-
partment which comes under another
Minister, seek to establish machinery
for the distribution of goods from the
producer to the consumer without inter-
ference of the middle-man. The Mar
keting Department maintains several_
sections dealing with varioug aspects of
this problem.

It may also be mentioned here that
as soon as the Ceylon Citizenship Bill
and the connected bills are passed, le-
gislation will be introduced to ensure a
higher percentage* of participation by
the nationals of the country in trade,
commerce and industrial activities as
regards management, labour, and fin
ance. In the current year’s estimates
thig Ministry will spend a sum of Rs 1.8
miution from current revenue and YF-
1.2 million from Loan Funds, a targé
portion of which money will be UtiseG
for the modernising of the rice milumng
machines.

UTILITY SERVICES
Road and Rail

It is the function of a modern State
to /supply utility services, necessary
not only for the social welfare of the
people but to facilitate the development
of the country also. Ceylon hes been
ahead of many countries in this field
The main services that have been ren
dereq for several years can be collected

under the heads of Transport, Pos'§
and Telecommunications. Ports, Civil
Aviation and Power. Road and rail

transport have been the subject of se-

MINISTER’%

vere criticism in recent years
years.of war

5, The five
nov only retarded the
provement and development of these
services, but have tenced to make them
Worse than what they were 5t ground
has now to be re

=t

2 repair of
damage done during the post and the
rehabilitation of the services sy
first care of the Government
tor the railway, it can now bc'said thar
the major roads and the post and seie
communication servic have now re-
gained their lost prestige. The Railway
for several reasons which have peen

mentioned in this House by the Minis-
ter in charge, finds it difficult to afford
a modern and comfortable service.

It has become a heavy burden on the
exchequer. Private omnibus services
which use our roads shave also been cri-
ticised owing to their monopolist owner-
ship and the defects in the service they
render, The Minister has gecured the
services of Mr. D, R. Rutnam, a Cey-
lonese member of the Indian Civil Ser-
vice, with a wide experience of trans-
port problems in India, to come out to
Ceylon and report on the question of a
better co-ordination between road and
rail transport with a view to eliminating
competition and loss When his report is
ready, and the decision of the Govern-
ment on the whole question of road and
rail transport is made, possibly before
the end of the year, early measures will
be taken to put that policy into effect.

w@vw

[ do not wish to anticipate what this
program will be, I can say, however,
our plans will seek to provide better,

more efficient and useful service to the
public. .
ROAD POLICY 3

In regard tc the future expansion of
the road policy, a glance at the road
map will show where the defects in the
present system lie. Past policy hag bean
one of connecting the City of Colombo
Yo the areas producing the three major
agricultural exports, viz, tea, rubber
and coconut. There has been no 0ro-
per balance in the road development
program to meet the needs of the gene-
ral population  Ouy future plan there-
fore for roads w111 be linked up with the
schemes for the agricultural and indus-
trial development of the country. At
preSent emphasis will be laid on roads
Supplying the needs of the new agricul-
tural schemes providing access mainly
to irrigation works and colonisation
schemes dependent on them.

The Porf, of Colombo remains our
vital harbour for international commu-
nication and trade. The recent moder-
nisation of the Port by the provision ot
a scheme for the bulk shipment of co-

‘conut oil is an example of schemes to

following in the future_

The Postal and Telecommumcatlon
services also are being gradually
and speedily extended.

(Continued on page 5)

DRESS

Bargains for Ramzan

English Voiles 36 U.P. 2/88,

now 2/75 yard
Swiss  Voiles 44 ins. U.P. 3/60,

now 3/45 yard
There is a variety of colours, shades

and designs — flowered and- floral.
-the stuff for ladies and girls.

Call early and the first choice will be yours

in nulana(N) 1id

VOILES

Just

GROCERS

WE ALL SHOP

AT

FERNANDOPULLE
BROS.

AND WHERE DO YOU?

186-188, FIRST CROSS ST.
(NEXT TO THE FIRE STATION)
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THE CEYLON

WHARFAGE
COMPANY, LIMITED

- .COLOMBO

. INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND.
THE LIABILITY OF MEMBERS IS LIMITED
Clearing, Forwarding, Bonding,
Shipping and Motor Transpori

; Departments
Goods cleared through:Customs, and
|, Forwarded to any part of
Colombo
Delivered at Railway Station for
i transmission Up-Country
lll, Stored in bond to suit the
: convenience of owners, or
.IV. Placed in a transhipment ware-

! house for re-shipment.

Telephone 2291 Post Box 169
i k COLOMBO

{
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of Best Quality
Crops

for all
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EDUCATION POLICY

AT a meeting in Anuradha-
pura last week Mr. M. Sena-
nayake repeated the Govern-
ment’s resolution to give more
and more education to the
children of this country. There
has admittedly been doubt
and diffidence among Ssome
about the future of the free
education scheme as a result
of the decision of the Minister
of Education to defer the date
by which grant-in-aid schools
should make up their minds
either to enter or keep away
from the free schools. Irres-
ponsible agitators have endea-
voured to find in it a sinister
intention to destroy the entire
free education scheme, Schools
which have already entered
the scheme regret that they
have been penalised precisely
because they were ready to co-
operate with the Government.
Any suggestion of sabotage is
mischievous and misleading.
The distress and anxiety of
schools which do not now levy
fees should be dispelled if the
circumstances were considered
in which the Minister came to
announce that deadline had
been deferred.

According to the decision of
the State Counci] all schools
had to enter the free scheme
by October this year or cease
to receive any State assistance.
While some schools hag imme-
diately opted for the ' scheme,
others had preferred to make
up their minds by October. In
the meantime there was g per-
sistent agitationﬁ that the
equipment grant to which
schools were entitled under the
free education plan was woe-
fully inadequate. It appeared
to be the case that that which
deterred schools entering the
scheme was the’ insufficient
grant. It was also abundantly
clear that on the meagre grant
contemplated the quality of
education would deteriorate.
There was available the ox-
perience of such schools as
Dharmaraja which, had ac-
cepteq free education and that
confirmed these fears.

When the present Cabinet
took over the administration
of the country in November,
the first task it had to face was
that of working out the change
to Dominion Status. That
issue was the pre-occupation
of the first session of the pre-
sent Parliament. With inde-

pendence achieved and the
immediate problems of the
transition period cleared, the
Government, could address it-
self to other compelling ques-
tions. Education was one of
them. The country expected

that the dissatisfaction with
the conditiong attached to free

education-should be cleared
But here the factor of time
limited any comprehensive

to Achieve Unity
Nandalal '

By

MPHE recurring decimal of Leftist

politics is the effort to unite
the several warring factions which
profess to be Marxists. The divi-
sions and differences among the
Leftists would be healed if it were
possible to reconcile the Sama Sama-
jists with the Communists. In spite
of the appearance they assume of a
broker trying to effect a marriage b(.f
tween their co-Trotskyist Sama Samaj
Party and the Stalinist Party, the
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of Dr. Colvin
R, de Silva simply does not count.
Philip Gunewardene’s devastating de-
nunciation of them ag ‘‘parlour Bol-
sheviks spinning their sterile theories
in the drawing rooms of the Cinnamon
Gardens” is a vigorous truth. The Baga-
talle Bolsheviks have a following only
among a few frustrated University stu-
dents and graduates of one yeat’s stand-
ing, whose enthusiasm for the vapid
politics of Leon Trotsky wanes as 5000
as they have secured that Government
post which is their ultimate destina-
tion. The B.L.P.I. lacks a mass
backing. It has no working class orga-
nisations behind it.

GALKISSA ELECTION

VI‘HIS was clearly indicated in
the Galkissa ward by-election.
of the Dehiwgla-Mount Lavinia Urban
Council. Though Edmund Samarak-
kody won that seat for the B.L.P.I.,
it was admitted even by members of
that party that such of the working
class as voted the “Left’’ ticket entirely
supported Robert Gunewardene of the
L.S.S.P. The Galkissa Ward is a bre-
dominantly petite bourgeoise electorate
and Edmund Samarakkody’s support
was derived from that = section of
society.

The achievement of “Left” unity to
be effective, in the circumstances, must
be a solid coalition of the Communists,
who are behing the Ceylon Trade Union
Federation, on the one hand and on
the other hand of the Lanka Sama
Samajist Party, which is behind the
Ceylon Workers' Federation.

.

I gather that a conference to discuss
what the Sama Samajists call ‘‘a united
front of Trade Unions” is heing sum-

moned. This meeting, I am told, is

to be held on July 30, 31 and on

August 1.

SIX SLOGANS 5
OLITICAL philosophy and

attitudes for the Marx bro-
thers in Ceylon are defined and deter-
mined by slogans, so offen a substitute
for the rigours of mental exertion.
The Sama Samajists are offering six
slogans for the occasion of the confer-

ence. These are:
decision. The State Council
had decreed that schools

which were joining the scheme
in October this year should
intimate their intention to do
so by July. The time between
the end of the first session of
Parliament ang July wag too
short for any solution to be
reached satisfying to all sec-
tions. The Cabinet’s announce-
ment, therefore, is wise that it
should have given more time
for decision to schools. Had
those schools which had not
yet joined been forced tp enter

an inadequate scheme the
standard of education in all
schools would have been

grievously lowered. Now there
is time to work out g reason-
able equipment grant which
would prevent free education
degenerating into shoddy edu-
cation. One earnest pledge of
the Government's desire to
make adequate provision®is the
raising of the grant to Sinha-

lese and Tamil schools.

(1) Build the unity of Trade Unions.
(2) For-the fight against Fascism
and Reaction, strengthen the
orgamisaki of the working
classes. g
Build strong Unions on the basis
of one Union for one industry.
Establish one strong central
Trade Union organisation.

To build a single Trade Union
central organisation establish at
once a united Trade Union Front.
Build a united front of all work-
ing clasg groups within the Par-
liament.

The necessity for these slogans arises
from the L.S.S.P.’s analysis of the
contemporary political situation.

According to the Sama Samaj diag-
nosis the working class faces a fright-
ful danger. ,

With the aid of British-U.S. finance
capital, world capitalism is endeavour-
ing, it is alleged, to strike at the grow-
ing working class movement,  whose
strength has been especially developing
since the war. . The United States is
not only endeavouring to destroy demo-
cratic rights in its own country . but
also those in the rest of the world; in
India, it is alleged, the Nehru Govern-
ment is striving to destroy the strength
of the working class; in Burma the
capitalist offensive against the working
class consists not only of repressive
legislation and police action but of open
military action. The Sama Samajists
presume that Mr, Senanayake and Sir
Lionel Kotelawala too will profit by
these examples and seek to emulate
them.

I have described in detail the
L.S.S.P.’s latest political thesis with
the particular purpose of pointing out
how very similar it is to the Communist
diagnosis of the contemporary situa-
tion.

COMMUNIST CONTENTION

Communists too have dis-

covered an anti-national, anti-

working class, anti-democratic  policy

on the part of ‘““world capitalism.” -

Here then are two political physicians

agreed in their diagnosis of the disease

in the body politic, = They even pres-
cribe the *same remedy.

The Sama Samajists declare that the
cure would consist of working class
unity—to protect working class rights.
The Communists claim as the sovereign
remedy—again working class unity—
‘‘the unity of the working bpeople, of
the peasants and the radical middle
class, singly and in their several class,
social and political organisations.”

What is then the difficulty that deters
Leftist unity? < Here the miracle seems
to have been accomplished of two dis-
tinctly divergent organisations, of two
violently conflicting ideologists, speak-
ing the same language, seeking the
same immediate ends.

Working class unity would mean trade
union unity—yet why is that so elusive,
so difficult to achieve? )

The explanation lies in the aims and
ambitions of the Leftist parties, in the
peculiar nature of the working class
movement in Ceylon. That explana-
tion wil] indicate why every effort to
reach “working class unity” or Leftist
unity among the Communists and the
Sama Samajists is doomed to ignomin-
oug failure.

NOT THE FIRST EFFORT
LET it be noted, first, that this
is not the first effort to bring
about Left unity. The Sama Sama-
jists claim that they have been work-
ing for that end since 1945, The Com-
munists would give equal antiquity vo
their efforts. The L.S.S.P, claims that
the Communists disrupted their effort;
the Communists charge that on every
occasion the L.S.S.P. leadership
opposed the appea.’ for unity,

There is a glaring contradiction in
this situation—where two political par-
ties, which publicly profess the same
purposes, should be dividing and dis-
rupting the same working class whose
welfare they allege is their consuming
concern <

According to the Sama Samajists
there are two rival Leftist trade unions
for harbouy workers, for estate workers
there are four labour organisations: for
engineering and skilled workers there *

(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

are several trade unions. o
This is more or less confirmeq byga
serutiny of the latest report of e

Labour Commiss!oner,.
(Continued on page 5)
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A (Continued from page 4)

According to that report ‘‘the distri-
butéon of Unions in the various indus-
tries® . . .discloses overlapping and dupli-
cation in trade union organisation which
can only weaken trade unionism and
cause wasteful and uneconomic com-
petition to the detriment of the worker-
member, "

The :Labour Department has ‘‘there-
fore constantly appealed to unions to
end this rivalry and strive for trade

® union unity it an effective anq progres-

sive trade union
evolve.” y

POLITICAL INSTRUMENTS

THESE divisions exist, though
they are detrimental to the

interests of the working class, because
to the Leftists trades umions are instru-
ments subservient to their  political
purposes.

In the programme of the B.L.P.I.
(this wag written when the Sama Sama-
jists and the Bagatalle Bolshevists
were working together) it is declared:
“Trades Unions are not ends in them-
selves; they are but meang along the
road to proletarian revolution.”

In this conception, common also to
the Communists, tHhe Trade Union
movement supports and buttresses the

movement is to

‘political” aimg and ambitions of the

various Leftist parties. This explains
why there should be conflicting organi-
sations to fight for the identical interests
of the working class.

The Trades Unions tail behind the
political organisations of the Leftists.
This was clearly illustrateq during the
war by the remarkable rapidity with
which unions attached to the Ceylon
Trade on Federation adopted reso-
lutiong passed by the Ceylon Commun-
ist Party. Similar situations arise
among the Sama Samaiist Unions,

As things are at present the trades
unions are the weapons of the political
parties, and in that situation lies the
reason why Leftist unity either as
posed by the Communists or the Lanka

Sama Samaj Party cannot be atained.

A single Trade Union centre, single
unions for single industries, would in-
volve a surrender of the sovereignty
which the varioug political parties exert
over the unions. Such a swrrender
which would permit the unions to de-
cide on their own which view is correct.
The basis of such unity would be either
political unanimity among the Leftists
or a total change in the conception of
trade unions which would mean their
conversion into units purely for econo-
mic amelioration.

The difficulty is that unanimity of
Lefitist opinion is® impossible because
they are so hopelessly divided on the
methods of the revolution they desire

or on their attitudes to the Soviet
Union. |
If the Leftists can achieve genuine

agreement on these issues then working
class unity in the context of the pre-
sent situation would be possible.

As it is each Party ig suspicious of
the other; each fears to expose its
following to the influence of the other,

,because should one's views prevail on
the workers, politica] extinction is.the
consequence for the other.

It can therefore be confidently pre-
dicted that the coming conference JSor
working class unity will be abortive.

It will be dashed to pieces on the
rocks of political theory; on the reso-
lutions 1iegarding the international
situation which have so offen wrecked
previous efforts for concerted action.

Should, however, any- unity emerge,
it would be tenuous #&nd purely in
ofder to appease a demand that there
should be agreement amone the Left.
Any alliance will always be uneasy.

Until the working classes themselves
acquire enough political maturity to
direct their own affairs and so long as
the political domination of the Leftists
persists over trade unions working class
unity will be only a pipe-dream of tae
politically naive.

FINANCE MINISTER'S SURVEY

(Continued from page 3)

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

‘The Public Works Department is an-
other Department which performs a
public service of great importance
though there is, sometimes, a little
delay in the execution of orders. This
department, started in the days of
Colonial Government, now finds it diffi-
cult to cove with the tremendous pres-
" sure of work it is entrusted with. The
Minister I understand, has a scheme
for the re-organisation of the P.W.D.
In the meantime, it hag undertaken a
large-scale building program, and if
the supply of imported material does
not fail, it expects to complete during
the year 1948-49 work to the value of
Rs. 33% million. The utility services
under these two  Ministries will he
spending out of current revenue a sum
of Rs. 86.4 million and out of Loan
Funds a sum of Rs. 43.7 million which
include the expenditure on the compile-

tion of the Hydro-Electric Scheme.

‘The Hydro-Electric Scheme at Laxa-
pana deserves some reference, for the
future P of the y de-
pends to a large extent on its comple-
tion, The Minister in charge hag re-
covered a lot of lost ground and intends
to complete the first stage of the
schemes and to begin the second stage
by the end of this financial year.

Tt may be useful to compare the power
that will be available for ase from
the various stages of this scheme with
the power produced by the Colomho
Power Station, which at peak load pro-
duces only 10,000 kilowatts.

GRANTS TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES

We must not forget while considering
. utility services, the numerous services
promoted and provided by local autho-
rities. such as the Municipal Council of
Colombo, and the numerous other iocal
bodies The grants that will be made
‘ duripg the year 1948-49 under this he«a
to ZLocal Bodies reach a total of Rs.
25,717,005, out of which Rs. 5032500
are from Loap Funds.
SOCIAL SERVICES
" Under British rule, until recently. the
pg;op‘le of Ceylon relied akmost exclusive-
~ lyson private charity for social services
I3 bination of private alms,
g:}lty. gqgernment, grants, and
tanu proved fairly

satisfactory so long as the Island was
fundamentally rural and as long as the
three main export products brought in
valuable returns. With the economic
depression of 1931 and the malaria epi-
demic which followed close upon it, the
necessity for more substantial and direct
government aid to the unemployed and
the needy came into prominence. The
malaria epidemic of 1934-35 brought to
the forefront of public questions the
necessity for State intervention in times
of distress.

The expenditure which fell on the
Government during this period on relief
work alone was Qver Rs. 8 million,
whereas organised charity was able to
provide only Rs. 140,000.

In 1944 a Commission with Sir Ivor
Jennings as Chairman was appointed 1o
report on the adequacy of the existing
social assistance and allied  services,
their improvement, and also to make
suggestions with regard to the introduc-
tion of social insurance schemes such as

old age pensions and the like. The
Commission issued, a very valuable,
comprehensive and detailed report in

February 1947. Owing to the impending
dissolution of the State Council the re-
port was not implemented, but as a
forerunner to its implementation a Min-
istry of Social Services has been created
by the present Government with a De-
partment of Social Services under it
This Budget makes provision for a sum
ot Rs 14.7 million as expenditure un-
der that department. An officer ex-
perienced in social service administra-
tion has also been recruited from New
Zealand to be the Head of the depart-
ment for a period of a few years.

PLACE OF STATE

In considering the place of the State
in the provision of adequate social ser-
vices, it should be remembered that
social services are a means not of creat-
ing wealth but of distributing it. It can
ol course be argued by taking 5 long
view that they help production by main-
taining a healthy population free from

want. Until this object is achieved,
however, they remain a tax on produc-
tion. It is not the hope of gain but

considerations of social and human jus-
tice whi®h demand the provision of so,
cial services.. T am trying to emphaslse

(Continued on page 6)
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BADDEGAMA

By C. de

1’\ BY-ELECTION to the House of

Representatives is to take place
shortly at Baddegama—the seat
being rendered vacant by the un-
timely death of Mr, Simon Abey-
wickrema. The Socialist leaders
have been active in the South criti-
cising the Government and pro-
nouncing, rather pretentiouslv, to the
people of Ceylon the full realization of
social democracy and the milennium
that this brand of democracy denotes.
They are trying to delude the people of
Lanka into believing that they and they
alone are the arbitrators of what is
good and proper for the people. But
against the complicated backgroung of
world eventg and the unsettled condi-
tions the electors must realise that the
alternative offered them is a discordant
organisation of incompetently led mal-
contents with no practical programme
of suitable and enlightened development,
compared to that of the present Sov-
ernment.

Apparently the Leftist leaders regard
the coalition party in power a hetero-
geneous composition and an unconvine-

L]
Tivoli

ing compound of labour, capital, Sin-
halese and Tamil. Acfually the Gov-
erment which was given its mandate at
the General Election claims to repre-
sent a broad-based following. The
U.N.P., far from being an autocratic
dictatorship filling the offices with its
own Party men, in the greater and
essential interest of sound administra-
tion, has sought the help of ability
wherever it could be found, This is‘
striking evidence of the spirit of ser-
vice for the establishment ofean inde-
pendent self-governing country. It
would be futile' to ignore that general
discontent, may exoress itself by a reck-
less use of the vote, but the U.N.P.
leadership should concentrate on the
elementary essentials of the country’s
needs,

If they fail to consolidate or exploit
the potential of the country by pooling
all resources disaster faces the counftry.
The main problems facing the Govern-
ment is the menacing growth of un-
employment angd inflation which in
their cumulative affect can’ “destroy the
very foundations of good Government
and the State.

AND

was only required to perform
— service to the king-whenever called up

to do so.

In modern Ceylon man is secure only as
long as he can work,
happen, to deprive him of either his job or
his capacity to work.

At least there is the future of his family
to think about when he is out of the pic-
There is only one remedy which
human ingenuity has inverited to meet such
a contingency, that is LIFE INSURANCE.

ture.

For all your Insurance needs
ask the

CEYLON INSURANCE COMPANY

LIMITED
69, QUEEN STREET:
. COLOMBO 1.

SECURITY THEN -

In the Lanka under the ancient kings
every man was guaranteed a secure life.
He had food. clothing, land and a dwelling
for himself and his family.

NOW

In return he

“‘rajakariya”

and anything can
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N just under two weeks from to-
day we shall be right in the
midst of August Week. Entries for
the August race meet closed early
this week and, judging from th=
support given to every race that has
been framed, a record-breaking

meet is %n prospect.

The two most coveted prizes are, ot
course, the first Governor-General's Cup
and the Roberts Cup and in both these
races the 'entries represent the  full
strength of the top class. Trainers are
now, hard at work getting their charges
ready for the fray and there is quite a
bustle of activity on the Havelock Race-
course every morning. Way up ab
Nuwara Eliya, too, the horses are going
through their paces and one thing that
is certain is that the horses that lir_xe
up at the barrier during August will
all be trained’to the minute,

Ag there will be another issue of this
paper before the August Meet opens, I
shall defer my analysig of the = races
till next week ang confine myself today
to brief review of the July Meet
which has just ended.

To my mind the three highlights of
the meet were she defeat of Kuni Lata
in the Black ‘Buck Stakes, the runaway

. victory of Mayfair in the Luxor Plate
and the brilliant performance of Tan-
star who might have won at both his
starts but for interference in the second
race.

Opinion is sharply divided on the
defeat of Kunj Lata. Some hold the
view that she did all that could be' ex-
pected of her in running Devilment to
13 lengths after conceding the waler 43
lbs. Others seem to think that she is
not as brilliant as she was a year ago
and that she hag lost her old dash.
Both pointg of view merit consideration

though at the moment I am inclined to.

agree with the latter. As I saw the
race, Kunj Lata was galloping where
she stood as it were, when asked for
her effort,

The manner in which Mayfair won
over 1} miles left no doubt as to his
class. . Unfortunately he is a hard
horse to ride and is certainly not a
boy’s mount. If the services of a strong
rider can be secured for him, he will
be well in the finishing line in both the
Roberts’ and Madras Cups.

Tanstar has reached the peak of con-
dition and, if he can be keot at that
pitch, will take a lot of beating in the
Lawyer’s Cup. Victory in this race will
make him eligible to run in the Gover-
nor-General’s Cup and who knows he
may even emulate the performance of
his stable-mate Kunj Lata who won
both these races 12 monthg back.

COVI‘R'I’OIN'I‘

'I‘HOUCH tomorrow is,a blank
day so far as racing is con-
cerned, sports fans will have their full
measure of thrills on the Racecourse
when the C.H, and F.C. are at home
to the C.R. and F.C. in the return
rugger match which ig bound to be an
epic struggle.

When they last met the Ceylonese
scraped home to victory against the run
of play. Since then they have carried
all before' them, with almost cricket
scores, whereas the C.H. and F'.C have
tasted defeat once af, the hands of Dik-
oya. The star C.R. and F.C. winger
Mollegoda, injured himself last week
as did two others and I do hope they
will be fit for the fray tomorrow. The
mateh is bound to be played at a terrific
pace and no quarter will be asked and
none given. In wishing the best of
luck to both sides, may I express the
hope that the crowd, particularly the
Ceylonese section of it, will not allow
their excitement to get the better of
their sportsmanship as some of them
were inclined to do when the Clubs
first met last month at Longden Place.

*

II‘H.E penultimate match of the
Inter-Club Cricket Competi-
tion will be played next week-end be-
tween the S.S.C. ‘“‘A” and the Tamil
Union on the Colombo Oval. By way
of preparation for this match the
S.S.C. met the B.R.C. last week and
just swamped them by an  innings.
Derrick de Saram was in grand form
combining splendid defence with aggres-
sive brilliance in scoring a  century.
Koo ge Saram and R. B. Wijesinghe
also batted well to top the 50 mark.
Except for Heyn in the first innings,
the B.R.C. offered little resistance to
the varied S.5.C. attack. What pleased
me most in this match was the magni-
ficent fielding of the S.S.C, They gave
nothing away and their returns were so
accurate that there were five run outs.

*

Y the time these notes are in
print the Fourth Test would
have commenced at Leeds.. The return
‘of Hutton to the England team was
inevitable after his brilliant batting in
the Grace Centenary match at Lord’s.
I welcome the inclusion of the Lanca-
shire captain Cranston, who has been
in fine form with bat and ball. The
omission of Dollery and Emmet, was
only to be expected after their poor
showing at Old Trafford, England
has, of course, lost the Ashes but they
can make a draw of the preseht series
i only they can follow up what they
achieved at Old Trafford when ramn
alone preventeq an English victory.

IMPORTANT

ALL TYPES OF

. type of

- Phone 4251
4252

ANNOUNCEMENT

BY
General Trading Corporation
116, Steuart Place
COLPETTY.

“The Westinghouse Distributors”

Please note that we are fully equipped to handle ALL
TYPES OF Domestic ELECTRICAL REPAIRS &
SERVICE
Including Radio, Cookers Etc.

We can also undertake
HOUSEHOLD WIRING
AND IWNSTALLATIONS
Call and inspect. our stocks or ask u
ELECTRICALI

5 to quote for any
WORK

Grams ;

Diescl, Colombo

FINANCE MINISTER'S SURVEY

(Continued from page 5)

that the moneys we spend on social sei
vice must come out of our gross nation-
al income and, apart from the moneys
we spend on children or on the tempor-
arily sick who may help to produce
wealth in the future, expenditure on “he
resi will continue to be a permanent ‘and
unproductive charge on the national u-
come.
FIRST MEASURE

The Goyernment therefore considers
social services within the limits of -ur
current national income and to the ex-
tent it can bear distribution without
causing a strain on the national eco-
nomy. The first measure of social ser-
vice now being provided whicn merits
attention is the payment of charitable
allowances, This Parliament recently
increased these allowances from Rs. 5
to Rs. 10 in the case of individuals, and
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 in the case of
families. The number of! those receiving
these allowances is also being increased,
and a sum of Rs. 8 million—four times
the amount provided in the previous
year—is provided in the current year
for public assistance. In ' addition to
this form of public assistance casual re-*
lief* due to fire, accident or a similar
cause, and relief to cover distress of a
widespread nature through failure of

crops, floods, or an act of God claim
a sum of Rs. 61 million. The problem
of unemployment is now beiag given

special attention, and a sum of almost
Rs. 2} million has been voted under
this Head together with g sum of Rs.

2 -million, to provide measures for in-
creasing employment. The main diffi-
culty seems to be not dearth f jobs

but to fmd the job which the unem-
ployed person thinks he is fitted to do.

MEDICAL SERVICES

The description of our existing social
services would be incomplete without re-
ference to the medical services that this
Government provides. Figures may re-
late the tale more eloquently than words.
In 1937 the Ministry of Health spent
Rs. 123 million. Today it will spend
from current revenue Rs. 56 million and
from Loan Funds almost Rs. 7 million.
Disease is the primary cause of a Ilow
standard of living just as much as a
low standard of living is often a nelp
to the growth of disease. @ We are thus
caught up in g vicious circle, and the
Government has set out to attack on
all fronts. The policy of the Govern-
ment is to increase the number of Gov-
ernment medical institutions in rural
areas with a view to providing adequate
medical facilities in the remotest village.
At the same time the larger hospitals
will be modernised according to a plan,
and a sum of Rs. 2 million will be spent
this year out of an expenditure of Rs.
20 million which will be spent out of
Loan Funds during a period of years.
One of the greatest drawbacks has been
the lack of trained personnel such as
doctors and nurses. There are less
than 1,000 doctors—an average of about
1 doctor for 10,000. In Great Britain the
average is 1 doctor for 2,000 people.

SANITARY SERVICES
The Sanitary Services are as. impor-
tant as the Medical Services, for medi-

cal cure will not be necessary if pre-
vention of disease is possible. It has
been said that “civilisation rests’ on

drains and sewers”, and taking this slo-
gan to heart the Goyernment hLas pro-
vided adequate sums of money for the
provision of water and housing ,schemes
in several towns and villages. The De-
partment of Local Government which is
charged with these special functions, is
spending about Rs. 25 million this year
through local bodies to  provide
amenities of modern civilisation to our

people. One valuable set of statistics
should convince the listener that the
services rendered by the Government

of this country in the sphere of social
and medical services are now reaping
their reward, A phenomenal drop in
the death and infant mortality rates in
Ceylon is one of the most significant
events of this country. The surcess of
the Anti-Malaria Campaign, the provi-
sion of free meals in schools and free
milk to children, together with un ade-
quate distribution of foodstuffs to the
poorest member of the community ab
controlled prices have been some of the
contributory causes in  lowering these
mortality rates. Total deaths have come
down by about 40,000 in one yoar, or a
decrease of 28 per cent, on last year.
Infant deaths have come down hy about
10,000 or a decrease of about 24 per
cent, ]
3 FOOD SUBSIDIES

The Ministry of Food also finds a
place within the “category of those ner-

the -

forming social services, for it provides
the heavy subsidies which lessen the

burden of food on the family byfget.
This year we include a sum of Rs. 50
million on this account to be met from
current revenue. Throughout the 6
years of the war the main task of the
Government was to find means to avert
a famine which would have been the re-
sult of the cutting off of our eSsential
food supplies. The people were called

upon to increase local production and

every possible outside source was comb-
ed to keep the population from starva-
tion. I wish to pay a personal tribute
to Sir Oliver Goonetilleke for tiie great
services he rendered to  this country
during the war—a period of emergency
unparalleled in its history. He, 28 much
as anyone else, showed the powerful
representatives of the ruling race who
worked in Ceylon during the war, that
the sons of Lanka were as capable of
organisation and planning as those of
any other country. The system of sub-
sidies was begun during these years,
and the Minister of Food has laced
before this House a supplementa es-
timate to sanction the expenditure of
over Rs, 200 million grawn from sur-
plus funds for the-payment of these
subsidies. Through milk feeding cen-
ires, for which a sum of Rs. 2} million
has been provided, 200,000 children are
fed daily at 3,500 centres. A mid-day
meal provided free by the Minister of
Education and costing this year Rs. 9
million ig another of the social services
this Government is responsible for.

EDUCATION

This brings me to the Ministry of
Education which gives to the mind
what the Ministry of Health seeks to
give to the body. After many years of
criticism the last State Council adopt-
ed a scheme of national education based
largely on the recommendations of a
Commission which it had appointed.
The basic principles of our educational
system have now been accepted and cri-
ticism is directed more to the defects
in the carrying out of the plan than
against the plan itself. Two of the
fundamental parts of that plan, viz.,
that education should be free, and that
it should increasingly be through the
mother tongue, will not be changed by
this Government. The problem that
now needs immediate and wise solution
is how to educate the youth of this
country not to be mere sharers of the
wealth that is already being produced
but to be active participants in  the
campaign for increasing our rational
wealth in the future. Dlversxﬁcatipn of
education is as important as diversifica-
tion of agriculture.

It can thus be seen that under - the
Ministry of Health which through its
medical services gives free medical aid
throughout the Island and through -its
Sanitary Services seeks to render un-
necessary the giving of that aid; through
the Ministry~ of Food with iis milk
centres and subsidies on food; through
the Ministry of Education with its free
meals and free education; and through
the financial aid and other social ser-
vice assistance given by the Ministry of
Labour and Social Services, we are
spending both from current revenue as
well as from Loan Funds a sum of Rs.
270.6 million or about 40 ‘per cent. of
our total expenditure on social services.
Free Ceylon may very justly and proud-
ly call itself a social service state.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND
DEFENCE,

Just as our services to the people will
continue to expand our obligations in
the international sphere will increase in
a Free Ceylon. We have as yet neither
the resources nor the personnel to ap-
point Ambassadors on the same scale as
the more influential members of e
Commonwealth. Several centuries ago,
however, the Ambassadors from ancient
Ceylon “saluted the Roman purple” in
the time of Claudius Caesar (A.D. 40).
In the words of Pliny ‘“‘legatos quat-
tuor misit principe eorum Rachia.
While, therefore, utilising the cervices of
British Embassies, which the Q.K.
Government has very kindly nlaced at
our disposal, where we have no repre-
sentative of our own, it has been de-
cided to appoint Representatives imme-
diately in the UK., the U.S.A, and
India, and general provision has been
made for the éstablishment of Missfons’
in a few other countries with whom G-
lon has very close economlc and pollM-
cal connections

(Continued on page 7)
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DICTATORSHIP OF THE

E are apt to thing generally of

the Russian Revolution as arn
upurge of a great national idea, bub
it is nothing of the kind. It is by
virtue of ideas imposed from outside
that thig revolution took place. The
edisintegration of Czarist Russia
amazingly coincided with the domi-

- nance of an idea which‘\had kept the

minds of a small number of determined
men who had watched the symptomg of
the degenerate times and were = fully
prevared to take adva.ntage of it by
imposing on  the mchoate Russian
masses an iron organization. It was
inevitable that once these men had set
their hands to this, work, they should
unchain forces which would get beyond
their control.  Organisation can do
much in some directions but it can also
do very litttle in other directions be-
cause the spirit of man is a stubborn
thing which cannot be summarily
brought into subjection to a system
which weighs so heavily upon the soul
of a people. Communism has attempted
to do away with religion as inimica] to
its own hold upon the peopble but this
has not been entirely possible. The
process of corruption of the mind and

-heart of youth has brought about a very

considerable reaction and it became in-
evitable that many concessions had to
be made arf are even now being made,
not however because Communism is
growing more amenable to reason but
entirely because it has realised that
there are matters beyond its power to
determine. The people who have been
dazed by events which have  hurried
them away from their age-long moor-
ings begin at some stage to realise that
they have been devastatingly deprived
of what is essential to their happiness
and well being. The masses chained
to revolution were perhaps glad to be
rid of all restraints. They perhaps
thought that they would be satisfied
.with the licence which they had won.
But no country could live for any length
of time in a state approaching chaos,
either mentally or in respect of their
physical conditions. After an adjust-
ment of physical conditions, the mind
becomes more free to judge, weigh and
ponder. It is then that communism
stands on its trial within its own bor-
ders, ang is found to be wanting. It
might be accepted safely as an axiom
of human history that the mind of .nan
after long wandering tends to return to
the sound ideals it has temporarily dis-
carded. Communist leaders cannot be
comfortable over this turn of the tide.
As soon as religion béegins to assert ii-
self the demand for liberty beging to

manifest itself. = Ever afterwards com-
munism sits uncomfortably and in-
securely in the saddle. It always

dreads such reactions, but there are
limits to the exercise of force and they
are baffled on whdt course they are to
adopt. This, however, actually means
that they have come up against forces
which threaten the defeat of  cheir
cruel dominance over the untameable
spirit of man. But some admissions
must also in fairnesg be made, 'The
Russian monarchy at the time of its
collapse had no hold on the people, No
one wanteq to defend it. = It had iost
all that prestige which in Englang sup-
ports the idea of monarchv as neces-
sary to the constitution. The wal] of
bureaucracy stood between himself and
the people. . He pathetically believed
himself to be the spiritual father of his
people but in reality they had com-
pletely disowned him. One very fatal
error was committed at a time when the
- greatest cir ion was Ty,
Rasputin lor the weak-mindeq Emperor
became the one link with the people,
and the people hated Rasputin because
he was a figure of evil, the sinister glow
of whose corrupt mysticism lighted the
downfall of those who had futilely
- placed their hopes in him, and had
allowed him the fata] privilegé of ap-
. pointing Bishops who became fawning
creatures upon the new despot and un-
e -to assert the rightg of religion
communism had come into power
’ ~were despised by all Rus-

rcism.

sians, both the leaders of the new
athesim and the people of the old ortho-
dox faith. The fate of Russia was a
terrible one, and seemed ag it were a
judgment, upon all those who were res-
ponsible for the spiritual degeneracy
which had been allowed to invade the
life of the masses. It is good to note
that at least now, after so wide an
interval of years, the Russian masses
are showing signs of a return to sanity
in the sphere of religion,

® * ©

| E psychology of hatreq has

been given a new meaning in

the modern world. It has created
sad havoc, but it has been an instru-
ment which has fully served the pur-
poses of designing men who would
march confidently to power on the
shortest possible route. The Russian
vevolution could not have become a
success unless there was foistan agra-
rian revolution, and this was the iirst
object of the revolutionary leaders.
They played uvon the discontent of the
peasantry and they did everything they
could to foster in them hatred of the
land-owning classes who in Russia was
practically composed of the nobles and
the eivil servants. The peasants were
not bound by any strong ties to the
owners of the land. They did not see
any reason why these privileged classes
should not be abolisheq at the first
oppostunity | especially as thev were
exasperated by the pride of ®the first
groun and the ubiquety and grasping
nature of the second group, They had
also a strong feeling against the nobles
because they remembered the degrada-
tion of their serfdom and how impos-
sible it was for them to rise above their
own level, because the nobilitv would
have made it impossible for them' to do
so. The nobility was to them a race
of foreigners, having their  customs,
manners, culture and standards of liv-
ing so entirely and unattainably differ-
ent from the ordinary peasant class.
The peasants were ready to cast off
their yoke and they did so with alacrity
hoping for wonderful changes in their
own lives. ‘When, however, the Rus-

,sian peasants were told about the dic-

tatorship of the proletariat they did not
realise that they were being badly mis-
led by the leaders of the new evangel.
It is a glaring absurdity to talk of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. One
does not talk of the dictatorship of
Nazism or of the dictatorship of Fas-
One can only speak of the dic-
tatorship- of Hitler or of Mussolini.
The Russian peasants expecteq much
more than they could ever obtain. Such
a state of affairs as was anticipated
was utterly impossible. This term,
the dictatorship of the proletariat was
only the slogan of the communist revo-
lutionary propagandists, The peasants
were being deliberately led-into a blind
alley, When the privilegeq classeg were
abolished, the peasant was told exactly
what he should do to merely maintain
his existence. The serf was assured
of his necessary portion of food, well
or ill. He was a dependent on the
noble, and there was security for nim
at least as far as bare existence was
concerned. The serf to the new
machine of oroduction ceased to count
as an individual with definite rights.
He wag told what he should do if he
wanted to live, and it was austerity liv-
ing all over Russia. The peasant very
soon learnt that he had to .put up with
the brutal violence of his new master.
The peasants were entirely unwilling fn
adopt a system of collectivization for
the farms. They wanted the great
estates and all the land broken up into
individual units, = They were forced to
work the farms on the collectivization
basis, and every method of harshness
was employed to break them to what
was conceived to be the common need.
This brutality was now not enforced on
them by the nability but by men of the
common mass who could be expected tc
understand the needs of the peasaniry
much better than their former masters.
Thig was the irony of the position for
the peasantry flushed with high hopes.
Their old maseers had scourged them
with rods. They were now scourged
with scorpions, Their disillusionment
must accordingly have been exceedingly
bitter.

®° * ©
OMMUNISM has crealed a

machine-made man, a really
‘repellent type pf the new humanity. In
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By Quintus Delilkhan

PROLETARIAT A MYTH

communism we hear the tale of violence
and brutality and men Subjected to
rules which are most galling to human-
ity. It is refreshing to turn from tnis
picture to another which presents man
in a form and bearing  wholly and
widely different. The purpose of the
democratic state ig to mould good citi-
zens. The purpose the genuine reli-
gious ideal is to mould good men  The
good man is the perfect type of the
good citizen. He obeys the lows so iar
as it does not conflict with the supreme
rights of conscience. He does not
need to live in the fear of the law be-
cause he has a higher and more exact-
ing law within to which he is prompfly
obedient. Of such a man it might be
said that he is the great basis for the
security of the State. The more such
men there are the better is the law
obeyed and the obligations of citizen-
ship are habitually discharged without
the necessity of either the supervision
or the coercion of the State. In

“STUDIES IN MYSTICA;.; RELIGION”
by Rufus M. Jones (COLOMBO BOOK
CENTRE),. a MacMillan publication,
We are brought face to face with cha-
racters who have far transcended ‘he
obligations of citizenship and . are tne
representatives of a type of humanity
which is an asset to the whole human
race. For example of Francis of Assissi
it has been said that he is the world’s
most divine democrat. There are hosts
of others who have lived up to the
highest possible levels of heroft ideal-
ism and become a source of happiness
to their country and a beacon to human-
ity. There is a story that during the
last days of Lenin he was haunted by
the suffering, bloodshed and misery he
had brought and he told an old school-
mate who was a priest that it was only
then, when it was too late, that he
realised that Russia wanted only hnalf
a dozen such men as Francig of Assissi
and that it would have been trans-
formed into a happy country,

FINANCE MINISTER'S SURVEY

(Continued from page 6)

The staff structure of these Missions,
while limited in size by local require-
ments, follow broadly the pattern of
the Overseas Missions of other coun-
tries. It will include g Head of the Mis-
sion (his rank depending on the rela-
tive importance of the Mission), one or
more Secretaries and Financial and
Commercial Assistants.- In the U.K.,
for instance, Ceylon will have the largest
of her Missions; this is necessitated by
the fact that apart from general consi-
derations, this Mission will generally
take over all the financial, supply and
other functions which were hitherto
carried out by the Crown Agents for
the Colonies on our behalf,

NEED FOR CITIZENSHIP LAWS

Independence also means that we
have to define who the Nationals of
Ceylon are. We are still British sub-
jects, a status we enjoy in common with
millions of others in the Commonwealth
and the Empire. Until we have our
citizenship laws, immigration cannot be
regulated or controlled in aecordance
with our national requirements. The
question of the rights and status of non-
nationals in Ceylon, particularly of, the
Indian labourers resident in Ceylon,
and of their absorption into the per-
manent population, both as regards the
number and the rate of absorption
which has been the coneern of our two
countries, can now be decided. The

-
Minister in charge of Externgl Affairs
will shortly introduce thre¢ Bills in this
connection, viz. (1) The Ceylon Citi-
zenship Bill; (2) The Indian Residents
(Citizenship) Bill; and (3) The Migra-
tion Bill. When this question is fin-
ally decided we hope the ties that have
bound us through the centuries to India
will be increasingly strengthened for
our mutual benefit.

Our policy in foreign affairs is to be
the friend of all and the enemy of none,
even of that country which while talk
ing of democracy and freedom seeks to
obstruct our entry into the comity of
Free Nations,

DEFENCE

The defence of Ceylon is now entix'ely'

the responsibility of this Parliament. We
have agreed with the U.K. to assist
each other against aggression in a man-
ner mutually agreed upon. We do not
intend, however, to rely eptirely on out-
side help. At the beginning a small but
efficient defence force comprising the
Army, the Navy and the Air Force will
be organised. Legislation will shortly
be introduced in this House for the es-
tablishment of these forces. The esti-
mates which involve the expenditure of
about Rs. 5.5 million from both current
and loan funds, are intended to  pro-

vide for the establishment of the nuec--

leus of that force. X

(To be Continued)
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- SHORT EATS
Available Daily at
Our Show Rooms

~MONDAYS..........._....BEEF ROLLS
TUESDAYS.........SAUSAGE ROLLS
WEDNESDAYS...MUTTON ROLLS
THURSDAYS...... BACON & EGG

ROLLS

FRIDAYS.................... FISH ROLLS

SATURDAYS. .. PATTIES, MEAT
AND FISH

an Alexander
& Sons

BAKERS & CONFECTIONERS
ALSTON PLACE, COLOMBO 2
"Phone: 3774 ’'Grams: ‘ ALEXSONS

ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS
The arrival of stocks of
“B. I.” HELSBY

C. M. A
CABLES
&
TUCKERS
ACCESSORIES

enables us to quote for
NEW INSTALLATIONS &
REWIRING
Note: Estimates will be given
free of charge for work in
any part of the Island.

FENTONS LTD,

350, UNION PLACE,
COLOMBO.

¢
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§ fwice as long,
§ M /ﬁ / 29
J’ ' :
g Now that Thave their clothes washed
¢ with Sunlight they last twice as long.
No need to beat them. Sunlight’s rich

lather washes away every bit of dirt, ¢

and our clothes come back thoroughly

clean and smelling as fresh as morn- (

ing sunshine. Sunlight is good for
_ hands, too. (
Have your clothes washed with }
SUNLIGHT SOAP E
_ »
-‘9‘-17340 ’ o SRS LEVER BROTHERS (CEYLON) LIMITEY " :

i FORD’S OUT FRONT
IN Beauty !
IN Comfort U
IN Performanée 11

]

WITH THE SMARTEST CAR
LOW-PRICED FIELD

IN THE

There’s :

FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF INDIA LIMITED

(Incorporated in India Liabilit}y of ‘Members is Limited)

B e e e ol e o e

Phone 5182 P. O. Box 310 P. 0. BOX 237
IF IT IS ANYTHING ] o i . .
s aaers PARK STREET,  TELE{ZON; 2% CoLOMBO
PHONE FENTONS % ; .
Z L o o --‘W—“‘ -
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