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Dear Editor!
Pongal greetings to all! This is the first time which
[ have gone thr’ your magazine which is worthwhile
and should be read by all the youngsters as to how our
forefathers had adopted Hindu Principles which we have
to follow in our life. WHEN 1 VISITED JAFFNA and
met, Nallai Athinagarther as well as Justice Vigneshwar
two years back, I realised as to how farwe have to rebuild
the Tamil society and the culture to flourish again. I hope
that your magazine will pave way in this respect.
With affectionate regards,

VNARAYANASAMY,
President Puduvai Panniru Thirumurai Mandram

' (Former Law Secretary to the Govt., of Pondicherry.)
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Manickavasakar’s Devotion and Knowledge

Oru Arizonan
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Continued from book December 2017 page 19

Versatility in poetic expression:

When we study Thiruvathavurar’s poems in
Thiruvasakam, we are engaged by the sincerity, and
the versatility in expression as well as composition, He
wrote his poems in different formats viz., Virutham,
Kalippa, Asiriyappa, etc.

These poems not only will reside and haunt in the
inner depths of our heart, they also will fill us with
spiritual ecstasy and will melt our ego. Hence the

expression, SlearFss5NHGESTSTT QMmans 555 HEpHHIT

[Those who(se ego) will not melt for Thiruvasakam, will
not melt for any other words].

Oftentimes, Manickavasakar deprecates himself
and says he is lower in stature than a dog. This type
of humility will captivate our hearts, no doubt. In
Sivapuranam, he explains the antiquity of Siva and
describes his characteristics in a scholarly manner, of
course with some self-denunciation.

In Keerthi Thiru Akaval, he lists various Siva pilgrimage
centers and gives a brief bio-history, extolling the virtues
andendearing nature of Sivaat the same time. Here he
gives us aninsight of his waywardness and Siva’s mercy
towards him. He explains how Siva came to him as a
silent teacher. He briefly touches on the sthala puranam
[historical legend of a place] of each pilgrim center.

InThiruvandappakuthi, he brings forth the greatness
of Siva, who is bigger than the biggest universe itself.
In Neeththal Vinnappam [Petition for removal of
desires], he appeals to Lord Siva, seated in the old
town of Utharakosamangai, famous for its Maragatha
[iade] Nataraja , where Siva gives the meaning of Vedas
to Parvathi, to remove his worldly desires. This set of
poems will touch our hearts and leave us very sad,
knowing how subserviently Manickavasakar begs Lord
Siva for egolessness.

Let ustouch upon the twenty songs of Thiruvempavai
[Our girls], which are sung on early mornings daily on
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the month of Markazhi. These are sung from the point
of view of the young women who go for the worship
of Lord Siva, trying to wake up their friend, extolling he
virtues of Lord Siva, taking a holy dip in the mountain
spring.

Inthe same vein, he sings the virtues of Lord Siva, and
tries to wake Him up in the famous Thiruppalli Ezhuchi
[Songs of waking up from the bed]and describes the
devotees who are worshiping and waiting for the Lord’s
darisanam. We can keep on writing about the versality
of his songs that would fill the pages of a big book.
Every Hindu, whatever his/her sect or language may
be, should study a few poems of Thiruvasakam, know
its meaning, understand and feel the divinity in it, and
pray to Lord Siva.

agararr oL fater Curbi! seorarm Laibsn Sonaur Guris!

Gurday, Crurmag!!

Hail to Siva, who has the Southern Country! Hail to Him
who is the God of all Countrymen!! Hail, Hail!!l

Hokk
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