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God is at calling distance
Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edingburgh)

e rxe.._qo;:?tfa-—,_‘_).\;\:,a‘} e tEita,

Welearntat ourearlyagesthat Godis Omnipresent.
We have ample evidence in our literary and religious
textstoillustrate the belief that God is Omni-present.
In spite of these, once a person asked a religious
preacher “Where does God live?” The preacher
~answered that God must definitely be living at a

~ calling distance. He further said that when a crocodile

- caught the leg of an elephant, the latter cried and
called “Ati Mulame” (=18 epeuGio). Lord Vishnu
~ heard this cry and rushed to the spot and saved the
elephant. One could deduce by this that God is living
somewhere at a calling distance.

Saint Thirugnanasampanthar when he was a
child accompanied his father to the Temple pond ar

SirKali. His father left him at the shore of the pond

- and went down to take a bath. He dipped himself
into the water. The child Sampanthar having not seen
his father started crying, Immediately Lord Shiva
and Parvathy appeared in front of him and Parvati
comforted him by giving Her breast milk. When the
child’s father came up, God disappeared but the child
was waiting happily with the spilt milk-on his lips. As
a Brahmin, Sivapathaviruthayar, the child’s father
was angry that his son has been fed by someone.
He asked the child “Who gave you milk?” The child
happily pointed his finger to the temple’s Gopuram
and started singing the famous Tevaram “Gsn(GsnLic
Gesiwer slent Gudl,” This clearly explains the fact that

God is at close quarters to answer His dlsclp}es calls
Another religious leader says that God is alwaysnear @
us. He says “I was ashamed when | realized that God
always stays near us and is aware of what we have
inour minds. This is rendered in the following lines:

“o_aitaITf 2 siADaDRAID 2.1 of sl S aIe
CaneirflCarai aauat Al Cuiprar allvayps PIR5H 61 Car”

It is believed that God is ;alwéy’s'with those who
render services to human beings. Saint Sampanthar
says that those who love others will not suffer and
they will serve God. ¢ sl im Sbeosit.. sisimisuty
S0V QBMEH(H @&uilsnrr(ﬁrjﬁ-.. =

This is a true story and | have heard p-ers_o"na!iy

from the person who had this experience. A Woman

was carrying a heavy fuggage. She was going with
some young girls. It was getting dark. They were
walking along a lonely road and they had to rush to
take shelter at a school nearby All were going fast..

But this woman could not do it. She at last on theside

- of the road and said “Now only Lord Parameswaran

could zhelp me.” To her surprise after a few minutes
someone came on a bicycle lifted her and the baggage
to that school. This incident again tells us that God

_Is with us and either follows us or stays at a close

distance where he could hear us.
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