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- Siva,
my good and loyal friend

- Prof. Malcolm A Fernando

I+ was in 1964, at the request of my Professor
in the Faculty of Medicine in Colombo. I
accepted the post of lecturer in charge of
the department of Community Medicine, of
the second medical School at the University
of Peradeniya. In 1965 Dr. C. Sivagnanasundram
joined me as a lecturer, in which post he
continued until 1978, when he moved to the
new medical School in Jaffna as the Professor
of Community Medicine. During this period
and even after, we continued our well
established friendship.

He delivered lecturers to undergraduates and
post graduates skillfully and in an innovative
style, which was appreciated by the students.
He participated enthusiastically in the
service functions and research conducted in
the newly established field practice area
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- the Hindagala Community Health Project.
In 1972 he played a leading role in the
organization and conduct of the first post
graduate course in Community Medicine in
Sri Lanka, after successful completion of
which they were awarded the degree of master
of Medical Science (Peradeniya). The holders
of this degree, held high positions in the
health administration in the Country.

It is often stated that “A friend in need
is a friend in deed” , Siva was such a friend.

If for some reason a colleague or I was
unable to deliver a pre—arranged lecture,

he would willingly undertake to do so at
short notice. Although he had a rough exterior
he was a simple, kind and careing man, ready
to help anyone in need of his help. Above
all he was a great gentleman; it was my
privilege and pleasure to have associated
with him.

It is thirty one days since he left us,
having contributed immensely in many spheres
during his life, may he achieve the final
goal in death— Moksha.
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