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THE FIVE-FOLD ACTION OF SIVA

Professor P. Krishnan - University of Madras, Chennai

According to Saiva Siddhanta, spiritu-
al evolution of the self is possible only when
the self is united with a meaningful world.
The phenomenal world as a whole is subject
to the same cyclical process of origination,
existence and dissolution, to which all the
parts of which it is composed are subject.
The above argument of the Siddhantin is
based on his conception that the world is real
(ul-porul).  An ul-porul is something that
appears to perception, by virtue of which it is
said to exist. In contradistinction an il-porul
(unreal) never appears, by virtue of which it is
said not to exist. The Siddhantin makes a
further inference that whatever has a visible
form must be subject to the laws of origin,
existence and end. On the other hand, that
which has no form by which it can become
manifest is mere fancy, like the "horns of
hare". Therefore, the existent world, which
appears to perception, is subject to origina-
tion, existence and dissolution for objectively
known parts (avayava) of the world, "he",
"she" and "it" are subject to laws of origin,
existence and dissolution. The Siddhantin
reinforces his conclusion by pointing out that
"existence for a time" (ullatu) includes both
origination and dissolution, without which a
thing cannot be said to exist.

Since the Siddhantin is committed to
satkaryavada, he says that the world which
originates should do so from the one, which
has already been dissolved. The question of
first creation or first dissolution cannot be

answered, for according to Siddanta, origi

tion, existence and dissolution of the wor

constitute a cyclical process. The world

created as it is dissolved. Therefore, the
world which is dissolved exists in a subtle
form; it is maya, and it is the first cause o
material cause (hpadana karana) of the
world. Maya, being asat and acit, cannot
manifest itself as the world. Therefore, it
requires an intelligent agent, and that agent
is God. The God who creates is the God who
dissolves (samhara karanan). The term
"samhara karanan" refers in to the fact that
Siva alone is the efficient cause (nimitta
karanan) of the world, and Brahma, Vishnu,
and Rudhra who are respectively considered
as the gods of creation, maintenance and
dissolution, will suffer the final act of dissolu-
tion by Siva, who alone will remain unaffect-
ed. According to Siddhanta, other gods are
those who just carry out the mandate of Siva.

The world which is resolved into maya
has Siva- sakti as its adhara(ground), from
where it is recreated. Since the world is acit
and the self is affected by mala, the creation
of the world requires God as its creator.
Such a God can be only one, for to believe in
many such Gods, argues the Siddhantin,
would be against the law of parsimony. The
Siddhantin marks a further inference that
Siva who is the creator, sustainer and
destroyer of the world should have omnis-
cience, omnipotence, infinite grace and infi-
nite freedom: for without these qualities it is
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not possible to do the three functions.

The second sutra of the
Sivagnanabodham brings out that the three-
fold function includes two other functions of
God. They are obscuration of the self's free-
dom and grant of release to the self.
Therefore, God does the five-fold function of
creation, sustenance, dissolution, obscura-
tion and bestowal grace. Of these five func-
tions, creation, destruction and bestowal of
grace need no explanation.

The problem arises only with respect
to the functions of sustenance and obscura-
tion. It may be objected that, since Siva is
the God of creation and dissolution, and
since there is no other God who could do
these functions the created world would
remain till it is dissolved, and hence there is
no need to postulate sustenance as a sepa-
rate function of God. The Siddhantin replies
that two objects created simultaneously do
not have the same duration of existence.
The difference in the duration is due to differ-
ent functions of the two objects. Since there
could be no function without being activated
by divine grace, maintenance has to be pos-
tulated as a separate action of God.
Similarly, the selves, which are cit, also have
different duration of existence; and this differ-
ence is due to the different karmas of the
selves. But, since the karmas themselves,
being acit, have to be actuated by God, main-
tenance has to be postulated as a separate
function of God. Just as the pot full of water
requires the constant shpport of the one who
carries the pot, the created world requires
the continuous shpport of God till it is
destroyed.

How could obscuration be considered
as a function of God? The powers of anava
obscure the freedom of the self. If that is the
case, how could that function be ascribed to
God? Moreover, God being merciful and
omnipotent, it is inconsistent to hold that he
obscures the intelligence of the self. The
Siddhantin answers that, though God is mer-

ciful has the power to remove the effects of
mala and karma of all selves instantaneous-
ly, he does not do so for the following reason.
The self is in beginningless association with
mala. The self has to progressively manifest
its freedom by overcoming the powers of
anava. This is the only way by which the self
can become conscious of its freedom and
responsibility.  Therefore, till the self
becomes mature enough to overcome the
powers of anava selfconsciously by an intu-
itive knowledge of God, God not only
obsures the freedom of the self by function-
ing in unison with the posers of anava but
also apportions pleasure and pain in accor-
dance with the karma of the selves. The
function of obscuration refers to God's
sankalpa-sakti, which thus obscures the
essential freedom of the self. This is the rea-
son why the Siddhantin says that the God
gives not only liberation but also bondage.

God is the efficient cause of the five-
fold function. Maya is the material cause of
the universe. Itis the possessive power(pari-
graha-sakti) of God. The question naturally
arises, What then is the instrumental cause?
For, the Siddhantin feels that unless the
instrumental cause is established, there is no
point in saying the God is the efficient cause.

According to Siddhanta, God's
grace(cit-sakti) is the instrumental cause of
the five-fold action of God. It may be object-
ed that, if grace is the instrumental cause of
creation, why there should be so much of dif-
ference between one self and another self
with regard to the status of birth, enjoyment
of objects, etc. The Siddhantin replies that
these differences are due to the karma of the
selves. This means that God creates the
world through grace in accordance with the
karma of the selves.Therefore, Siva is the
efficient cause, grace is the instrumental
cause and karma is the auxiliary cause of the
five-fold action. Karma, here refers to the
two-fold action(iruvinai) of the self performed
by the self in previous births. This explana-
tion of the Siddhantin is strictly ontological in
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the sense that one cannot raise the question
of first karma and first body.

What is the purpose of God perform-
ing the five fold action? God cannot do those
functions for himself, since God is self-suffi-
cient and there is nothing to be achieved for
himself. It cannot be for the benefit of maya,
for it is acit and cannot have any purpose in
the sense of self-fulfilment. Therefore, God
does the five-fold function to enable the self
overcome the powers of anava and attain lib-
eration. The "purpose” of God should be
understood in the sense of "telos". The telos
of God's creation is the fulfilment of the
essential nature of the self.

God's creative activity does not have
an absolute beginning in time,
because, according to the
Siddhantin time too is created
along with the world. One cannot,
therefore, raise the question:
"When did God create the world?".
Similarly, one cannot raise the
qguestion: "Where was God before
he created the world?" God is
transcendent to both time and
space. The five-fold function is not
a contingent act of God. Since
Siva creates, sustains and dis-
solves the world through grace,
the five fold function is rightly con- =
sidered by the Siddhantin as the
essential quality (cirappilakkanam)
of God. The doctrine of creation is
not the story of an event which
took place “once hpon a time". It
is the basic description of the rela-
tion between Siva on the one hand
and the world of selves and things
on the other. The Siddhantin
asserts that because of God's
relation of advaita with the self,
and hence with the world, God
could do the five-fold function for
the benefit of the self. If God is ==
identical (abheda) with the self, |
then it would lead to the absurd

a

4

wEsvalT Enm 4k
consequence the God does the five-fold
function for himself. If God is absolutely dif-
ferent (bheda) from the self, then there is no
possibility of doing the five-fold action for the
benefit of the self. Therefore, the Siddhanta
conception of relation between God and self,
according to which God is not only transcen-
dent to, but also immanent in, the self and
world, provides the ontological basis for

doing the five-fold action.

Siva, who performs the five-fold
action, according to the Siddhantin, is in no
way conditioned, and is unaffected, by the
created world. Actions can be performed
either by instruments (karanas) or by will
(sankalpa). The potter who makes a pot

depends very much on the instruments and is
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subject to ignorance. Such defects do not
arise when the actions are performed by will.
Siva does the five-fold action through his will-
power(sankalpa-sakti), and hence he does
not get affected by his creative action.

It may be objected that since, accord-
ing to the Siddhantin, God creates, main-
tains, etc., in accordance with the karma of
the selves, he must be affected by his action.
The Siddhantin answers this objection by an
analogy. In the presence of sunlight one
lotus buds, another blossoms and yet anoth-
er withers. All these differences in function
are not due to the difference in the power of
the sun, but due to the difference in the matu-
rity of the different lotuses. Similarly, God is
not affected when he acts through the kar-
mas of different selves. Therefore, when the
Siddhantin says that Siva is the efficient
cause of creation, etc., it must be understood
in the analogical or symbolic sense, and not
in the categorical sense. The causality that
obtains in the phenomenal realm implies that
the cause is as much dependent and affect-
ed by the effect as the latter is by the former.
But, according to Siddhanta, God is not only
the ground of the entire causal series by his
immanent presence, but also is transcendent
to it by his substance; hence he is unaffect-
ed by his five-fold action. Sivaraman
observes:

"The nimitta karana must not merely
will the causal operation transcendentally but
sustain it in its very being. There is a demand
in other words to conceive of the nimitta
karana not merely as a cause in a causal
series but as the "cause" of the entire series
of cause and effect the prima causa as well
as the ultima substantia."

Siva is the ultimate cause in the sense
that all causes and effects are dependent on
him and he is the ultimate substance in the
sense that all substances (selves and world)
are ontologically dependent on him for their
existence.

It must, however, be admitted that,
inspite of ingenious analogical arguments by
the Siddhantin, the immutability of God
(nirvikari) defies finite human understanding.
If God does the five-fold action by being one
with the world (advaita) through grace, with
which he is in non-separable relation(taat-
mya) then he must necessarily be affected by
the changes brought about by him in the
world. The Siddhantin does not gloss over
his objection, but says that the immutability of
God will be understandable only to those who
follow the Siddhantic path and thereby have
the eye of divine grace (arutkan). God
remains unaffected because he performs the
actions in absolute freedom (tanvayam).
Siva is absolutely free because He is tran-
scendent to the finite realities of selves and
world. The transcendence of God guaran-
tees the freedom-to-freedom relation
between man and God.

All the five kinds of actions performed
by God are expressions of divine grace,
though grace is stated as the last and one
among the five-fold action. The five-fold
action can be called "providential grace”, for
it has aim or telos of enabling all selves
realise their essential, advaitic union with the
Lord. The Siddhantin makes a two-fold clas-
sification with respect to the operation of
divine grace. So long as the self remains in
bondage, God's grace operates through mala
and karma and enables the self to reap the
consequences of its actions. Since God's
grace operates indirectly to bring about the
spiritual maturity of the self, this aspect of
divine grace is known as "tirodhana-sakti".
The first four functions of God, viz, creation,
sustenance, destruction and obscuration are
brought under tirodhana sakti. The fifth func-
tion, viz., bestowal of grace, is called "anu-
graha-sakti", because when the powers of
anava are fit enough to be overcome, God
appears directly in the form of the spiritual
preceptor(guru) and grants release to the
self.

(By courtesy-WSC-Souvenir 1997)

163



s
=
8
wssew |
=

Bravant (Ewi

Mr. T.T.K.Veerabadren-South Africa

Introduction

The Saivite scriptures teem with refer-
ences o the divinity of the Thamizh language. It
1s indeed the oldest spoken language. In no other
grammar, dealing with subject matter of literary
composition and in all its literary glory, Thamizh
formed the only criteria to estimate the height of
civilization of those who spoke it.

The Thamizh language is inextricably
linked to dance and music which gave the
Thamizh pcople the consciousness of Universal
principles. Thirukural by the great sage
Thiruvalluvar is the clearest exposition of
Thamizh sociology. Tholkapium, the oldest gram-
mar in Thamizh assigned the sacred trust of the
forest to divinity itsclf.

The strength of Thamizh culture is in its
wholesomeness, vitality and its universality.
Thamizh people and their culture have existed for
many millennia. Thamizh has its beginnings in
Saivism. Worship of Siva took place in intimate
associations with nature, in the hills, mountains
and deep forests. Thamizh kings were learned in
the arts and sciences and they represented the
highest wisdom and sense of justice.

THAMIZH AS A LANGUAGE FOR SALVA-
TION

Thiru Gnana Sambandar n

Thodudaya Seviyan:

sings

“Thiru Neriyeh Thamizh Vallavar Thol
Vinay Theerthal Eeli Dhameh”

These stanzas sung in sacred Thamizh will get rid
of past deeds. Be well versed in them.

In Thunivalar Thingal, Saint Sambandar sings:

“Nagai Mali Thanpozhil Soozhtharu
Kazhi Natramizh Gnana Sambandhan™

Thiru Gnana Sambandar is versed in good
Thamizh and his verses are praiscworthy. Praisc
Lord Siva in Thamizh so that your past evil deeds
will cease.

In Idarinum Thalarinum, the saint says:

“Vilai Udai Arunth Thamizh Maalay
Vallaar Vinai Yayina

Neengi Poy Vinavar Viyan Ulagam™

The song sung in a garland of Thamizh verses will
firmly advance you to the world of celestials.

The saint was known as the sea of Senthamizh, as
he was very proficient in literary and classical
Thamizh. Being of Brahmin parents, Sambandar
sings and praiscs Lord Siva in Thamizh.

“Why do some of our priests bellow Sanskrit
Slokas?”

Appar Swamigal Sings:

“Salam Poo Odu Dhoobum Marandhu Ariyehn
Thamizh Odu Isaipaadal Marandhu Ariyehn™
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I never forgot or failed to worship you with flow-
ers, water, and incense. | never failed to sing in
Thamizh, songs set in music.

Sundara Swamigal Sings:

“Nadiya Inthamizhaal Navala Ooran Sol”.

Singing in sweet Thamizh will earn you a
placc at the feet of the Lord.

The Divine Thamizh Language is definite-
ly a step in attaining Sivam. There should be a
flaming desire to serve the cause of his language
and Saivism and to be a proud part of this ancient
language and religion.

OPPOSITION:

As a result of profound research. Marai Malai
Adigal arrived at the inevitable conclusion that:

“Thamizh is an indecpendent language
with a rich store of words, capable of Expressing
in a Skillful ~Hand , All Kinds of Thoughts that
appear in different Branches of Learning”

The Thamizhan’s concept of God and religion
was high and noble. They were religious but it did
not make them otherwise worldly. They valued
truth and self respect and believed in the equality
of Human beings. Thamizhan in the days of yore
never believed in myths, obscure and licentious
puranic stories and the tyranny of the caste sys-
tem. Crude and meaningless ceremonies were not
performed, with the idea of invoking the Gods to
bestow benefits on them.

It is said that, for the grievous ignorance of
Thamizh literature and Saiva Siddhantha, the
responsibility lay squarely on the shoulders of
those who stopped all contact with western schol-
ars because they did not want the beauty and
sweetness of Thamizh to be exposed, but now,
since we are aware of such hideous thoughts the
responsibility lies in us to extol this ancient lan-
guage and religion.

The knowledge of Thamizh and its classics had
been concealed or rather unrecognized for cen-

turies, even from the scarching eye of the
European intellect, until a few scholars like
Dr.Caldwall and G.U.Pope ventured to unearth
the treasures.

WAY FORWARD

Thamizh is the most ancient and highly developed
language of the world. It is unrivalled in lucidity,
terseness of diction and polish of style. Thamizh
enables us to bring the soul into emotional contact
with God. The Thevaram and Thiruvasagam have
really enthralled mankind, its poetic fluency and
intellectual grasp could not resist an innate urge.

Let us champion this cause. Let our valour,
vigour, thought and mind reveal the richness of
the Thamizh language. Let us pray in Thamizh
because it is divine and it is our mother tongue.
Western scholars conclude in their own inimitable
style that it has pomp and majesty that is very
imposing. Let Thamizh occhpy its rightful place
amongst the vast fields of literature. Let’s enunci-
ate the methods that have to be utilized by us who
are anxious to see Thamizh into the millennium.

Let us plunge our hearts and souls for the perpet-
uation of Thamizh Saivism. Follow Marai Malai
Adikal., the father of this renaissance, who
changed his name from swami Vedachalam. We
salute him as a brave and dauntless fighter in the
causc of Thamizh. The dying of Thamizh will
indeed be an unbearable blow and an irreparable
loss which has to be sustained by millions of the
Thamizh speaking populace. Forget our differ-
ences of opinions and let us join together. The
essence of our culture is gratitude.

THE EFFECTS OF WESTERN CULTURE ON
EASTERN CULTURE:

Our society has become de-humanised
and leisure time is used by people for consump-
tion and entertainment, rather than for self culti-
vation. The dominant western culture, driven by a
technological mindset and its destructive stan-
dards of affluence are being imposed on the rest
of the world. The materialistic and mechanistic
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views of nature and the rclentless drive for eco-
nomic growth which led to this situation are now
being questioned.

Nations arc forming trading blocks simply to sur-
vive the economic crisis. Yet other nations are dif-
ferentiating themselves in order to preserve their
own identity.

WHAT THEN IS OUR IDENTITY AS
THAMIZHS?

Where do we stand as a people who have
inherited a rich and ancient language and a dis-
tinct culture dating back to antiquity?

It 1s to be noted very strongly that the day the
Thamizhs remove Hindu out of their lives as
Thamizh Saivites, only then will they be able to
see daylight of their religion.

SIVA AS GOD

The breadth is Siva’s name: it absolves
sins and evils and transforms the soul. It is not a
personality cult. It is a natural trend of living in
God consciousness. It plays life in full harmony
and it is not for life shunning escapism. The
Mohenjodaro excavation revealed that Saivism is
the most ancient living faith and Thamizh. the
oldest spoken language. It dominated India from
Gujarat to Nepal from Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
It expands beyond the frontiers to trans
Himalayan and overseas lands. The European dis-
covery of Aryan migration to this Indo-European
language family hypothesis led Thamizhs to the
rediscovery of their original pre-Aryan, non
Hindu identity. This further prompted them to re-
evaluate and reform a long established social
order, a process that still continues.

THE HISTORY OF THE THAMIZH LAN-
GUAGE AND CULTURE:

The world “Thamizh Panpadu” meaning
Thamizh culture has been in existence for about
only 50 years, it may strike many a surprise! if the

prsvari (em

past 50 years, the question:
“Was there not any word in Thamizh to
denote culture?”

may arise.

The word saalpu (nobility) used in
Thirukkural is the near equivalent. It has become
the life sustaining phrase in our lives. The expres-
sion helps find harmony by uniting one and all.

It represents the unity and quality, promoted by
the Thamizh language, transcending all the differ-
cnces based on sects, creed, nationality and other
such barriers. The Thamizh literature articulates
the voice of morality. The dance of Siva could
very well be understood from Thamizh sources.
The icon of Nadarasa. the sky scraping temple
towers came to be adored as the contributions of
the Thamizh to the Indian culture. A growing real-
isation that Dhesa Natiyum, the art of dancing,
was the continuation of our rich heritage, having
deep roots in the ancient Thamizh tradition.

HUMANITARIAN NATURE:

The prosperity to find out the individuali-
ty of Thamizh was more evident when the domi-
nance of the Aryans was noticed as they ruled
with the “Law of Manu” - the caste distinction.
The Thamizh believed in “Ondre Kulamum
Oruvane Dhevan™ - one God one Humanity. The
principle roots of Thamizh culture is its literary
tradition, universality of Thirukkural and its
catholicity. We had democratic principles and
social equality and the fundamental humanitarian
nature that is a declared doctrine of equality
which is very explicit.

Humanism is the most important value and this
strongly accentuated all through the Thamizh
thoughts and litrature. The humanistic values are
mentioned in sangam literary traditions. epic
poems and devotional literature and this is
forcibly cnunciated by today’s literary critics and
human rights.
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The literaturc of the Thamizh of yore are mes-
sages intended not only for a particular age and
grohp but for all of mankind and its future gener-
ations for splendour and prosperity. The Thamizh
language is well regarded as a medium of sound
and script which helps to express perspicuously
the civilization, culture, lifestyle, aims and aspira-
tions of a people. It has a tumultuous past of being
originated tens of thousands of years ago in the
LEMURIA CONTINENT which was submerged
in the sea in a deluge. It was a spoken language of
the land. created copious literature of making
renowned grammatical works of surviving del-
uges. twice suffering massive exodus.

The Thamizh people have welcomed incoming
aliens. They provided shelter to the Jewish
refugees, established close trade and political
relations with the ancient Greeks and Romans and
permitted the Vedic Brahmanical, the Buddhist
and Jain religion to take root in Thamizh soil. But
these aliens affected the hospitable Thamizhs
adversely because of the competition that ensued
between themselves to gain shperiority.

HOW THE THAMIZH CULTURE SUC-
CUMBED TO ALIEN CULTURES:

Today it is very sad indeced as our society
failed to practice the morals enunciated by our
ancient works, it succumbed to the pressures of
alien cultures and fell into alien servitude, losing
all its unique characteristics. Our language was
dethroned from its official language status, lost its
lustre and is not used as scientific and technical
mode. We have chosen the path of the law of
manu. We are not freed from the clutches of
Sanskrit. We have failed to tread on the virtuous
path shown by VALLUVAR.

COULD WE EVER REGAIN OUR ABSOLUTE
POWER AND MIGHT IN ITS ENTIRETY?

The failure to provide our generation with
Thamizh education makes our society blind. Our
language, which gave the world the great Kural,
wandered away from the centrifuge of human val-
ues and our mothers who were regarded as the

blessings of good helpmate were thrown into
servitude. Our society in turn disunited under the
impact od alien concepts of caste, creed and reli-
gion benecath the dominance of foreign factors
such as Sanskrit, English and Hindu, split itself
into tiny grohps and stagnated in total self forget-
fulness. The state of despair in which we find our-
selves today is the culmination of all our own self
imposed deviations.

Caste man, cgotistic man, rich man, poor man,
rcligious person; a person who follows no reli-
gion. all these are embodied in the Kural. Allow
no room for difference to create cleavage amongst
our society, unite, be resolute and the mind will
create vitality and this will bestow glory and rep-
utation. Remember, Kural has been translated into
45 languages and we shed light on their path.

Scientists observe that Saivism, as a Gospel of
perfect life in tune with the divine will, lead the
evolution of the human soul to transcendental
heights of peace and bliss.

CONCLUSION:

All the letters of every language starts with the
letter “A”. This was said 2000 years ago by
Thiruvalluvar. Every new language and the older
languages start with “A™.

Thamizh is a divine language. It oozes out of
every art form its is a divine link between man
and God.

In my conclusion I say that Thamizh and Saivism
has no finality. Its spread and breadth is limitless
and in the words of Bharathiar: “Long Live
Thamizh”, it is measureless, across the seven
oceans accompanied by sweet music. Yes it is our
language. Getting rid of deceit and old deeds and
extolling motherland Tamil Nadu. Let Thamizh
prosper. In all my encounters I haven’t found a
language sweeter than Thamizh.

-Extracts from a talk at the World conference of
WSC.
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Hindu's in Nederland

(DUTCH)

Mr.Haryshan Kandiah-Hainault Forest High School,London

Mijn naam is Haryshan Kandiah en ik ben 15
jaar oud. lk ben een Sri Lankaanse Tamil,
maar ik heb nooit een voet op Sri Lanka
gezet. Ik ben geboren in een kleine stadje in
Nederland waar mijn ouders als vluchteling
kwamen. Totdat ik naar Londen kwam, twee
jaar geleden woonde ik in Nederland en vol-
gde mijn studie in de Nederlandse taal. Maar
geschiedenis zegt ons dat Sri Lanka was
geregeerd bij de Nederlandse mensen voor
meer dan 125 jaren en dat er een klein beet-
je Nederlands is in onze: taal ( Tamil ). Ook
geschiedenis zegt dat Portugese mensen
hebben onze temples verwoest in Sri Lanka,
maar de Nederlanders helpte ons en helpte
onze taal en traditie. Omdat de Sri
Lankaanse Tamil hadden hun eigen verwet
verkent als Thesavalamai'. Mijn oordeel is
dat Nederlanders zijn aardig en verdraagza-
am. Daar is ook een overvioed of godsdienst
in Nederland. De Sri Lankaanse Tamil
bevolking in Nederland is ongeveer - 5000.

Tamils zijn geel erg godsdienstig en tradition-
eel. Hun volgen hun geloof overal. De Tamils
die immigreerde naar Nederland hebben niet
vergeten om te gaan wonen op een godsdi-
enstig mannier. De "Nederlandse Tamils"
hebben ongeveer 2 + temples opgericht. De
dichtbij zijne is genaamd als Sri Murugan

feesten in die temples. Mijn ouders in
Nederland hadden niet het gevoel om naar
de temple te gaan. Ik hoef niet naar de tem-
ple te gaan, maar in Londen bijna in "elke"
stad waar heleboel Tamils zijn, is een temple.

Nadat ik naar Engeland kwam, mijn ouders
zeggen dat ik naar de temple moet gaan.
Waneer mijn ouders naar de temple gaan
dan nemen ze mij mee naar de temple. |k
versta het, maar weet niet waarom. Als je mij
vraagt als ik in God geloof is 'een beetje' dat
is alles. Ik weet niet waarom je in God moet
geloven. Eerlik zeggen ik denk niet dat
mensen dat die mensen in geloven. Het spijt
me om dat te zeggen, maar dat is mijn con-
clusie.

Op een andere weg kan je ook wel zeggen
dat Tamil Hindu's doen bidden aan god voor
hun zijn beter leven, om rijk te worden, voor
beter studies, beter gezondheid en een lang
leven. Maar ik geloof niet dat het gaat
gebeuren bij alleen maar om God te bidden.
Als je beter studies wilt hebben dan moet je
heel goed leren; als je rijk wilt worden dan
moet je hard werken en werk eerlijk; als je

- gezond wil blijven dan moet je goed eten en

temple. Ik weet niks van die andere temples.

Hun hebben de temples gebouwd waar er
veel Tamils wonen. :

Mijn ouders zijn godsdienstig en bijgelovig. Ik
weet niet dat ik zo godsdienstig ben als mijn
ouders. Maar ik ben zeker niet zo bugelowg
net als mijn ouders.

De stad waar ik in woonde is Brunssurn'.' Er
zijn geen Hindu temples in die omgeving,
maar er is een temple in de gebuurde stad

sporten en niets in je hoofd te zetten om het
druk te maken.

Er zijn veel kerken, temples and moskees in
Londen, ik begin te voelen dat de wereld is
meer ongodsdienstig en is meer and het
gedachten van geld. Globalisering, tegen mij
het betekent geld verdienen. Er zijn ongeveer
75000 Tamils die er wonen in Engeland en
van die 75000 meer dan een half gaan niet

_naar de temple. |k weet niet hoeveel mensen

(Sri Murugan temple ). Het was een kleine

temple. Ik weet nog dat mijn familie er naar-

toe zijn geweest, allen maar een paar keer.
We zijn er meer keer gegaan naar trouw =~

niet meer naar de temple gaan in de vol-
gende 10 jaar. Misschien iedereen die
ongodsdienstig zijn kunnen godsdienstig
worden. Wie weet? Tijd weet het. De
waarheid is dat is ben verward. Misschien in
de toekomst alles wil verander.
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LES HINDOUS A MAURICE
HINDUISM IN MAURITIUS OF TODAY

(FRENCH)

Mr. A. Kallee - Wolverhampton University

1: L'lle Maurice est une fle volcanique
d'une shperficie de 720m2 qui fait partie de
I'archipel des mascareiegnes dans |'Ocean
Indien. C'est un pays independant, democ-
rate et souverain. N'ayant aucune ressource
miniere, elle vit principalement du sucre, du
textile et du tourisme.

Mauritius is 720sq miles in area and is situat-
ed in the Indian Ocean. It is an independent
and democratic country.

2. Apres le passage des Hollandais en
1710, les Francais s'installérent a Maurice en
1715 et 1810 et le batissa Tle de France. Puis
en 1810 les Anglais prit en charge le pays
aprés la battaile du Vieux Grand Port et le
renomma ile Maurice - Mauritius. C'est aprés
I'abolition de I'esclavage qu'on commen-
caient a importer des artisans et laboureurs
venant de la Chine et La Grande Peninsule
(India). Tle Maurice accéda a l'independance
en 1968 et par la suite devient Republique en
1992. Aujourd'hui le pays a une population
multi - raciale de 1.2m et ce petit pehple de
grande coeur vit en harmonie, avec une vari-
eté des langues et des cultures.

The Dutch came in 1710, the French in 1715
- 1810 and then the English took over in
1810. After the abolition of slavery Indians
came to Mauritius while the Chinese arrived
as businessman. The country gained inde-
pendence in 1968 and became republic in
1992; the population is 1.2million.

3. Les Hindous est la communauté
majoritaires de 52% parmis les Chinois,
Musulman, les Blancs et la population gen-
erale connu comme les creoles. Parmis les

Hindous on a des differente composantes de
race et de fois religieuse. Par example on a
les Hindi speaking, les Tamoules, les
Marathis, les Telegous en autres.

The Hindu Community is the majority
Community (52%). There are Chinese,
Muslims, Whites and the General Population
known as the Creole. The Hindu is made hp
of Hindi speaking Indians who are the major-
ity, the Tamils, the Marathis and the Telegus.

4. Malgrées que les Hindous ont atterit
I'lle Maurice comme des artisans et
laboureurs dans les champs des cannes,
mais ils ont toujours preserver leur valeurs
ancestrales et traditionelles. Le Maha
Shivaratree, littérallement: la grande nuit de
Shiva est une des fétes hindous les popu-
laires, celebreé en I'honneur du Dieu Shiva
au sien de la diaspora indienne. A Maurice, la
féte revét une caractére particuliere avec le
pelrinage a Grand Bassin, le lac sacreé dans
lequel fut versé les eaux du Ganges. Si le
pelrinage a Maurice est plus que centenaire
au siecle dernier un petit grohpe des gens
avait accompli le premier pelrinage a Grand
Bassin dans le cadre du Maha Shivaratree.
C'etait en 1972 que I'eau sacreé du fleuve du
Gange en Inde fut verseé dans le lac de
Grand Bassin. Depuis ce jour, le lac devient
sacré et le pelrinage prit des proportions
qu'on connait aujourd'hui avec des milliers de
pelerins sur les routes menants a Grand
Bassin pendant plusieurs jours précedant la
féte du Maha Shivaratree. Depuis quelques
années ce pelrinage a pris une dimension
internationale et des pelerins font le voyage
de la Reunion et de I'Afrique du Sud et aussi
des pays avoisinates.
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The Mahashivaratree festival is famous in
Mauritius. The sacred lake is called Grand
Bassin. Sacred water from the sacred river
Ganges was poured in this lake in 1972.
Since the Hindus make it a must to go to the
sacred lake every year during the
Mahashivaratree festival to pour the sacred
water on the Shiva Lingam, it has now taken
an international dimension because pilgrims
from South Africa, Reunion Island and other
neighbourhood countries do come to
Mauritius for this particular festival.

5. L'ile Maurice, illumineé par des mil-
liers des lampes et des lumiéres pour celebr-
er I'une des féte les plus importantes du cal-
endrier Hindou, Le Divali(Deepavalee). Le
Divali demeure l'une des plus impression-
antes féte que I'fle Maurice celebre chaque
année. Lors de la nuit la plus sombre du mois
Kartigai du calendrier hindou, les fidéles illu-
minent leurs maison et les alentours dans
une ambiances de féte. Divali se traduit liter-
allement par- succession de lumiére. Cette
féte considere comme l'une des plus impor-
tantes du calendrier hindou est celebreé non
seulement a tous les Etas en Inde mais
egalement a travers le monde. A I'lle Maurice,
la féte Divali est tellement impregneé dans la
culture locale que des Mauriciens d'autres
confession célébrent également Divali en
communion avec leurs compatriote hindous.
Certain s illuminent leurs maison le soir du
Divali alors que dautres se regalent des
gateaux et friandise qui leur sont offerts par
le voisinage. La féte Divali est également
celle des partages.

Deepavalee festival is known as the festival
of lights. The lighting of the lamp (deepam)
would take place in all Hindu houses. The
festival is held in the months of Kartigai. The
Deepavalee became a national festival.

6.  Parmis d'autres festivales hindous le
Ougadi marque le debut du calendrier lunaire
hindou avec le changement de l'orbite de la
lune. Selon la mythologie hindou, c'est le jour
que Brahma, le créateur a crée l'univers.

=
o |

Brsvali Gimd)

Ougadi est celebrée dans I'ensemble par la
communauté hindou a Maurice, mais plus
particulierement par les Telegous venant des

Etas du Maharastra et de I'Andra Pradesh en
Inde.

Telegu New Year is called the Ougadi- It indi-
cates the beginning of the Hindu calendar
and it is mostly celebrated by the Telegu
Community that is those came from
Maharastra and Andhra Pradesh.

4 Chaque année le 14 Avril la commu-
nauté Tamoule celebrent le 'Varusha
Pirrapu'-aussi connu comme le -Tamize
Puttandu-, féte representant le nouvel an
Tamoule. Pour feter I'evenement, la journeé
commence par une ceremonie religieuse le
matin. On s'habillent de vétement neuf, des
priere sont dites pour remercier Dieu de tout
ce qu'il a accordé pendant I'année et c'est
aussi l'occasion de lui demander ses bene-
diction pour I'année qui commence. On se
rend au Kovils pour ecouter la lecture du
'Panjangam' ou l'almanach. Cette lecture
révele ce que reserve la nouvelle année.

Tamil Puttandu- The Tamil New Year. The
reading of the Almanach in the Kovil is an
important part of the new year celebration in
Mauritus.

8. Pour les Tamoules a Maurice le
Cavadee revét un caractere spiritual intense.
La fete a lieu plusieurs fois Durant toute I'an-
née, mais la plus grande féte, la plus connue
est celle du Thaipoosam Cavadee qui est
celebrée comme |'une des plus spectacu-
laires des tout les féte Tamoules. Célebreé
en I'nonneur de Morougan, fils cadet du Dieu
Shiva et d'Ouma, le Cavadee est 'occasion
pour les fideles de prouver leur adoration,
leur affection et leur fidelité au Dieu Morouga.
Apres dix jours de jeune les penitents se
retrouve au Kovils avant se rendre en pro-
cession a la riviere ou au bords de la mer
pour les rites purification. Dans un état de
total pieté, il se font perser la langue et
plusieurs parti du corps d'aguilles ou
d'hamegons. Dautre tirent des chars a l'aide
des crochets transpersant leur flancs ou leur
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epaules. Les femmes quand a elles, ont la
langue ou les joues percée et portent sur leur
téte un pot de lait (Pal Kouddam). Un autre
spectacle impréssionant est la Marche sur le
Feu (Thimmidhi), ou sur les sabres
(Kathipoosai) auquel s'adonnent les pelerins.

Thaipoosam Cavadee is the most popular
Cavadee as compared to Sittirai Powrnamy
Cavadee, Aadi Kartigai Cavadee, the
Pangouni Utiram Cavadee and the Vaigaisi
Cavadee. It is celebrated in practically all the
Kovils in the Island. Other Festivals like the
Walk on Fire (Thimmidhi) and Walk on the
Sword (Kattipoosai) are also very popular in
the Island.

9. Le Vinayaga Chaturthi est célebrée
avec beaucohp de ferveur. A I'lle Maurice la
communauté Marathi accorde une impor-
tance particuliére a cette féte. Il y a toute une
preparation par example les devots constru-
isent des statuettes de Ganesha est le jour
de la féte ils se rendent a la riviére ou la mer
pour la faire couler et ensuite ils se rendent
au Temple pour les priéres.

Vinayaga Chaturthi is celebnrated by the
Hindus but mostly by the Marathi Community.

10.  On doit faire resortire que vue qu'ily a
une predominance de la langue Creole ou
Francaise a Maurice, les priéres sont dites en
Hindi pour les Hindi speaking, en Marathi
pour les Marathi, en Telegou pour les
Telegous et finalement en Tamoule pour les
Tamoules. On doit aussi faire souligner que
la dans majorité des Kovils a Maurice les
prétres officiant sont des Brahmines venant
du Tamil Nadu et du Sri Lanka.

Though there is a predominance of the
French and Creole languages, the Poojas
are conducted in Tamil, Sanskrit, Hindi,
Telegu and Marathi. It is to be highlighted that
in the majority of the Kovils the officiating
priests are from Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka.

11.  On voit qu'a Maurice les jeunes de la
communauté Tamoules s'interresent beau-
cohp a leur culture et au valeurs ancestrales

mais on doit aussi faire resortire qu'il y a une
faiblesse menant la langue Tamoule en état
de detresse de generation en generation. I
est grand temps pour agir pour qu'on puisse
presever cette langues. Certaines Kovils a
Maurice date plus de cetaines d'années d'ex-
istence. Toutes les Kovils de I'lle est sous la
responsabilité de la Federation Temple
Tamoules  (Mauritius  Tamil  Temple
Federation). Aujourdh’'hui on constate que les
Kovil a une architecture traditionelle comme
ceux du Tamil Nadu, pour la simple et bonne
raison ce que le Tamoules surtout les jeunes
fait des grosse investissement dans la con-
struction des Kovils. Il faut pas oublier que le
cout total pour la construction d'un Kovil est
environ Rs10m a Rs11m encourant les frais
d'importation des (silpi), des architect
Tamouls, des statuettes et des materiaux de
constructions.

Some Kovils are more that 100 years old and
all the Kovils in the island are under the man-
agement of the Mauritius Tamil Temple
Federation. The Tamils, especially the
younger generation are making big invest-
ment in building Kovils. This shows their
interest towards their culture and tradition.
The coast of building is about 10 to 11 million
of rhpees, which include the cost of labour
coming from South India.

12.  Vue qu'il y a une vague materialistic a
travers le monde et qui reflecte aussi sur I'ile
Maurice, un pays en voie de development on
est trés convainque que ['hindouisme survira
pour toujours parceque les Hindous
attachent une trés grande importance a leur
cultures, leur valeur ancestrales et leur tradi-
tions.

Thought there is a materialistic wave
throughout the whole world which is also
reflected in Mauritius, as a fast developing
country yet the Hindus are convinced that
Hinduism will always continue to survive
because Hindus give much importance to
their cultures, values and traditions.
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Glauve und Tamilzen

(Fa

Ith and the Tarnils)

(GERMAN)

Miss Narmatha .A. Eberhard - Karls - University, Tuebingen, Germany

Eine Zukunftsperspektive der hinduis-
tischen, tamilischen Gemeinschaft in der
Bundesrepublik Deutschland aus der Sicht
einer Tamilin.

Eine Auseinandersetzung mit der
Frage, wie die Zukunft der hinduistischen
Gemeinschaft der Tamilen in der
Bundesrepublilk Deutschland von den kuen-
ftigen Generationen getragen wird, war und
ist ein Thema, das mit der Diskussion um die
kulturelle |dentitaet und Integritaet Hand in
Hand ging und geht. Hier soll ein Ausblick
darueber ausgearbeitet werden, wie dieses
Bewusstesein ueber die religioese Identitaet
als Hindus sich in der Zukunft entwickeln
wird.

Die anfaenglichen Schwierigkeiten,
denen die Tamilen entgegenstanden, um
gemeinschaftliche Gebete, die Poojas zu
organisieren oder gar zumindest einen
gemeinschaftlichen Gebetsraum zu erricht-
en, haben sich je nach Landesteil unter-
schiedlich loesen lassen. In den nordwest-
lichen Landesteilen, sprich im Ruhrgebiet
und Umgebung, haben sich einige wenige
groessere Temepelanlagen etabliert, in
denen Tempelfeste, Ther (Car), organisieren
lassen. Diese momentane Entwicklung sieht
dahingehend aus, dass diese Einrichtungen
den Tamilen ermoeglichen, wenn auch in
mancher Hinsicht in begrenztem Masse,
ihren religioesen Beduerfnissen in der
Gemeinschaft nachzugehen.

Die Poojas und die groesseren
aufwandreichen Prozessionen, Ther (Car),
werden von aelteren Mitgliedern der
Gemeinschaft geplant und durchorganisiert,
die ihre Erfahrungen aus ihrer Heimat fuer
das Gelingen der religioesen Zeremonien
einsetzen. Diese Veranstaltungen werden
auch von jungen Tamilen besucht, die
entweder in der Organisation mit anpacken,
oder die juengeren von ihnen leisten ihren
Beitrag durch Singen von Thevaras, die sie
von ihren Eltern einstudiert haben. Auch wer-
den Feste, wie beispielsweise Pongal - das
Erntedankfest der Tamilen - immer mehr von
den Jugendlichen, mit der Unterstuetzung
der Aelteren arrangiert. Die Mitorganisation
von religioesen Verantstaltungen und Festen
durch die junge tamilische Generation in
Deutschland, die jetzt in der zweiten und drit-
ten Generation lebt und dort aufgewachsen
ist, koennte die Annahme bestaetigen, dass
die Tamilen ihre religioese |dentitaet bewahrt
haben und bewahren werden. Jedoch sollte
der Leser nicht verkennen, dass die
Organisation und Veranstaltung der
besagten Feste nicht aussschliesslich auf
Initiative der Jugend geschieht; die tragende
Kraft, die dahinter steht, ist die aeltere
Generation, in der das religioese
Bewusstsein und die kulturelle Identitaet und
das Traditionsbewusstsein noch stark ver-
ankert ist. Allein auf dieser Grundlage den
Rueckschluss zu ziehen, dass diese
Entwicklung einer Kontinuitaet der besagten
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Tradition, wie sie heute praktiziert wird,
haette kein solides Fundament.

Wir sollten die Generation naeher

betrachten, die die tragende Saeule der jetzi-
gen Entwicklung bezueglich dieser Frage in
Deutschland oder im Vereinigten Koenigreich
ist, wo die Entwciklung weiter fortgeschritten
ist. Was ist die Ursache fuer das Bewusstsein
der aelteren Generation, das sie mit ihrem
Traditionsbewusstsein verbindet?
Ist es nicht die religioese Grundbildung, die
die aeltere Generation in ihrer Heimat
genosssen hat, die sie in ihrem Bewusstsein
staerkt? Diese Generation der Gemeinschaft
hat ein fundiertes Wissen ueber ihren
Glauben, weil sie es zumindest als
Unterrichtspflichtfach, Hinduismus -
Saivasamaiyam - in ihrer Heimat erlernt
hatte. Dadurch wurde ihnen schon in ihrer
Grundausbildung die Gelegenheit geboten,
erste Einblicke in ihren Glauben zu erhalten:
diese Einblicke werden durch die aktive oder
passive Betaetigung in Tempel - und anderen
Festen sowie bei Gelegenheiten, die in der
Tradtion wurzeln, gestaerkt. Fazit hieraus ist,
dass nicht nur die Teilnahme und
Mitorganisation an Temepelfesten u. a., son-
dern den Menschen mehr Moeglichkeiten
verbleiben, sich mit Weltanschauungsfragen
und Philosophie des Hinduismus auseinan-
derzusetzen. Es ist diese Moeglichkeit, die
sie hatten, sich mit diesen Fragen konfron-
tiert zu werden und auseinanderzusetzen,
die sie in ihrem Bewusstsein gestaerkt hat.
Wenn wir die Situation der jetzigen Jugend
betrachten, sollten wir uns fragen, welches
Grundlagenwissen sie ueber ihre Religion
und Tradition haben, das sie ermuntert und
ermutigt, sich mit der Frage der religioesen
Identitaet auseinanderzusetzen. Welches
Wissen besitzt diese Generation der Tamilen,
die in.Deutschland aufgewachsen ist ueber
die ethischen und philosophischen Fragen
ihrer Religion - des Hinduismus und ihrer
Tradition? Welche Moeglichkeiten werden ihr
in Deutschland angeboten, ausser an
Tempelfesten teilzunehmen, um mehr ueber
die Hintergruende zu erfahren?

Auf der Suche auf eine Antwort auf diese
Fragen zu finden, stossen wir schnell an
unsere Grenzen, da es keine Einrichtungen
gibt, die solche Moeglichkeiten anbieten. Auf
der anderen Seite sollten wir nicht verken-
nen, dass wir die Generationen, die hier
aufgewachsen ist, fuer ihre Tradition und
Religion zu interessieren. Die jungen Tamilen
werden nur dann und nur soweit sich fuer
ihre Religion und Tradition interessieren,
wenn ihnen hierzu die Gelegenheit geboten
wird. Allein dadurch, die Kinder und
Jugendlichen in den Tempel mitzunehmen
und ihnen einpaar Thevaras beizubringen,
duerfen die Aelteren der Generation nicht
erwarten, dass die in Deutschland
aufgewachsenen Tamilen gewillt sein wer-
den, ihre Religion fortzusetzen. Solange das
Bewusstsein fuer die Religion durch die
Vermittlung ihrer Werte, ihrer philosophis-
chen Tiefen und der Hintergruende nicht
bewusst zielgerichtet in Angriff genommen
wird, werden die folgenden Generationen
nicht in der Lage sein, einen vernuenftigen
interreligioesen Diskurs zu fiehren und eine
ausgewogene Entscheidung fuer ihre
Religion und die Tradition ihrer Vorfahren zu
treffen; geschweige denn diese fortfuehren.
Es liegt auch an der Masse der
Gemeinschaft, eine traditionsreiche Aufgabe
auch in der Zukunft fortzusetzen; solange
sich. weniger Interessenten dafuer finden
lassen, desto eher wird die Absicht, die reli-
gioesen Wurzeln zu erhalten, keinen Erfolg
haben. Auch in Betracht der momentanen
Diskussion um die Integration von
Auslaendern und die Idee der "Leitkultur", die
in Deutschland aktuell ist, ist es von grosser
Bedeutung, dass sich die aeltere Generation
Gedanken darueber macht, wie sie die
Religion und die Tradition fuer die Jungend
attraktiv. macht. Fazit der  obigen
Untersuchung ist, dass der hinduistische
Glaube und die Tradition dem Ende geweiht
ist, solange keine Moeglichkeit unternommen
wird, der Jugend einen fundierten Einblick,
sowohl praktisch als auch theoretisch zu ver-
schaffen.
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