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PREFACE

S e

A glance at ‘he twe bibliographies titled “Pera.
deniya Research” (19521974 peri,d, compiled by
C. R. De Silva and Dava De -Silva; 1978 ~1980
period, compiled by Daya De Silva and Nirialie
Jayasuriya) reveals that, apart from a single re-
search publication by Jayadeva Hettiaracly lone
of my senior colleagues , no other sociological
literature is available on the undergraduates of
the Unive ity of Peradeniya. Therefore, 1 had
compiled »gether in a book form, three research
communica ions relating to the sociological studieg
on these un‘versity studeats. Two of th.. com-
munications vere presented at the Annual Sis..-ns
of Sri Lanka Association for the Advancen ent of
Science in 19T and one on ragging was presen-
ted at the Ceylon Studies Seminar in 1980.

The social atmosphere in the University of
Peradeniya had fascinated me-a great deal; hence
[ developed an interest to study the behavious of
students who reside in this University. Since the
central th.me of two of the papers revolve
around sex at this juncture, I wish to associate
with the vews of Alex Comfort. To quote him,

“Thee * popularity and emotive tone of the literature

of sew. “.haviour are su flicient warnings to anyone

who ts wwited to add to i, eand I have done so
reluctanly.-Fhile ot is true that full public discussion

and suformation ds essential sn this field, it s also
true thai the task of de ﬂati,'ng the emofional currency
of ser is equally important...

(Introducuon in SEX IN SOCIETY; Penguin Bks- Lid. 1‘366)



" These sociological studies were the césult

- of research and reading done during m~  ieisure

time, when 1 could consider aysell ~somewhat
relieved of the teaching and res arch in Bioche-
mistry. However crude the methods adopted in
these studies may be, and however tentative and
contrzversial the inferences drawn as findings may
be, I iambly feel that these research communi-
cations' may form the nucleus for the other re-
searchers to build up their investigations.

During my four year stay (1277 —-1081) in
Peradeniya, though | had mixed with 1 indreds of
individuals the names of Dr. Navam Hettiarachchy,
Dr. 7 adeva Hettiarachchy, Dr. S. C.unasingam,
Dr h _Sivakanesan, S. Surendrakumar, K. Kan-

_~:ahy P. Vivekanandan, V. Mathavap, P. Pushparaj,

B G. Padmabandu, S. Sugumar ard N. Shanmu-
-galingam ring in my heart fore 'er. I wish to
inscribe these names as a token of my remem-
berance for their many acts of guidance and
friendship, during this four year peried.

Finally 1 owe my thanks to the fellow
research workers and the students who gave so much
of their precious time to contribute to thess studies,

: . Sachi. .ri Kantha
Dept. of Biochemistry,

Faculty of Medicine,
University of Peradeniya.

8th May 1981.
¥ %%
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— A SOCIOLOSICAL STUDY OF THE
1978 WiswicA_ #NTRANTS (TAMIL MZDIUM)
OF UNIVI RSITY OF PERADENIYA *

8. Sri kantha

(Dept. of Biochemistiry, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Peradeniya.) e

INTRODUGTION: -

Since students are the producr of théirhs‘écio-._?_

cultural experiences, these factors nezad to be under-
stood. ii appropriate decisions are to be made, with
regards to.the devolopmental plans of this copuntry.
This is particularly so with the university students-
There is great compstition fer entry into the “=2dical
Facylty of our Universities. So far, the selecn. | pro-
cadures have bsen largely based on the acia.—ic
parisrminza at the GZFE Adv. Level examinaticn.

The presert study was undertaken to evaluate
the socio-economic and academic background of the
Tamil Medical students (University of Peradeniya); in
addition the stidy was directed to find out the inter
ests, views and opinion of thess studsnts on: kasic
problems aifecting the future; their own future and
the future of the society at large.

Studies of this nature had been reported for
Canadian wo nen students by Nelson-Jones & Fish (1970
for Malaysiar. students by Wagner (1970) and for Finnish
students by Moilanen & lhalainer (1974). It is envisa-
ged that 71 a study could be of great value, not
only as a o ribution to ths understanding of present
day vouth: but also as a pointer to the future and a
contribution ts the problcm of the expanding univer-
sifies. : :

®  Prosentod  at the 35th Annual Sessions of Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science; Seotion F;
on 18-12-1979

T
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Hypotheses to be tested:

. Y

e
1. Majority of the entrants come rom upper middle
class and upper class elite far ilies. :
2, Majorit, —wr—."e entrants have thsir secondary edu-
cation at the prestigious urban-based Govt. schools
or colleges of Christian background,

3. One of their parents have a university degree in
maiority of the cases. -

-Study. Population and Methods of Study:

A questionnairs containing 850 questions, waS
administered to those Tamil spsaking students o
Medic' 3 at University of Peradeniya, who enrolled
for th rmrsttimein Augy. 1973. It consisted of 4 parts:
(" we1s0nal background - 20, (i) colleye backaround
~— B, i) preparation for a umiver.it- eareer - 14
(iv) residential life in Peradeniya - 8. illowances were
made in some guestions to crosscheck the validity
of others.

In addition, personal interviews were held with
the students in a natural conversational manner
Interviews lasted upto 30 mins. apiece. This was sup-
plemented 'with qualitative observations made by the
author personally and also with information provided
by those who are in day-to-day contact with the
students. The study is thus based on a combination
of guantitative and qualitative observatior.s.

Medical Facuity Entrants — 1978 by 'r__xe"i;a:

Media Number 2
Sinhala (Peradeniya & Galle) 106
Tamil = : 34

The questionnaires were returned by 33 students (9774)
Of the 33 in the population, 16 were boys and 17
were girls.



e Tiespondents - 33
¢ a*respondents —_ 01
percent .ge response = 97

RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS: e

Table 1 \District baékg_round)

d_]ftr_w_t Number (79
Jaftna 54 .
Colombo : S0
Upcouniry 12
% Batticaloa 3
Place of Native place - Contacts with the
residence - of origin place of etigin
for last 10 years. ' present-.  sbsent
No (%) No(%) No (%) Mo (%)
Colombo 27 Jatina 27 27 —
Colombo 3 . Batticaloa 3 — - 3
Batticaloa 2 = Jafina 3 3 —
Kandy 3 ~ Jaffna 83 8 —

District background: Takle 1 illustrates that 54% of the

population came from Jaf'na, and 30 from Colombo,
The rest is shared by Upcountry and Batticaloa dis-
iricts. It is significant to note that no studenis ‘had
come from districis like Mannar, Mullaitivu, Trincoma-
~ lee, Amparai and Kalmunai. :

Table 2 (Social background)
- A) Occupation of the father

Qccapation number (%)
Professional 54
FProprietor | Manager 12
Retired Pensioner 18
Clerical 9
Unemployed 3

Information not given 3



(B) Approximate family incomelmonth
Social strata incoms = ~ numser (%)

working class BRs 500 & bi low 6
Lower r o ~class Re=.501—1000 24
. Upper middle ¢'ass  Rs.1001—1500 30
Upper class Rs.1501—200C0 24
Upper class Rs 2000 & above 15
Social Background: Table 2 (A) givas tha distri-
bution by fathers occupations. 84 % are children of
Professionals, while 12% of the population had fathers.
at proprietorial / managerial levels. .
The approximate family income [ month, wars
categorised in table 2(B). The lower middle class
and working class students together form 307 of
the mopulation. The majority (69%) came from the
uppe : middle class and the upper class.

Hence, Peradeniyva Tamil Medical entrants who
constitute the 1978 population are, products of a
middle class cum upper class culture.and in turn .
they foster middle class attitudes with an upper-
class slant.

Table. 3: Family backeround:

3 (A) Parents” education

education] grade Father(%) Mother
Upto 8th grade or less 2 =40
S5C 12 42
: HSE 30 30
University degree 39 15
Post Graduate degree 15 3

Family Background: TL s majority of the students

came from well educated families (vide table 34).
54% had one of their parents (ather) with uni-
versity degrees, while 18% had both parents with
university education in Sri Lanka (table 3B).

—
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3(B) University edu.ation of the elders in the family:

type Number (%)
Subiject - eldest in the family 36
Subject - having eiders with univ.
education in Sri Lanka 5 42
Subject - having elders, without univ.
education in Sri Lanka 21

In order to know theis home background they
were asked about their family size ~nd home life.
(vide table 3C and 3Dj. The population is equally
divided in the family size, with 30% coming from
smill families, as well as 30% coming from large
families. 39% falls in the intsrmediate category.
517 described their home life as "“happy and pros-
perovs’, and for 42% itis “all right."” ,

3 (C} Number of children in the family:

- category number (%)
3 and below 30
4-5 39
6-8 30
3 (D) Home life: .
~ category number(%)
happy and prosperous 51
all right 42
happy, but uncertain ; 6

Table 4: Academic Background:
4(A) Colleges in which they studied for Adv- Level

I_D_is_triczt College Number (%)

Jaftna Vembadi GH.3. 18
St. Johns College csy 9
]/ Hindu College 6

J | Central College, Jaffna College, Hartley
College, Mahajana College, Skandavarodaya
College, ]/ Hindu Ladies College and 21
Holy Family Convent)
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Table 4 (A) cont.

Culombo Royal College -

3 St Bridgets Conve af
Msathodist Collec & '
(Holy famil~ "onvent ¥ Good Shepherd Convent)s
Kandy -5t Anthorvs College, St SylvestersCollegeg
Rkurana Al Ahsa MMV 3
Bstticaloa Govt. College 6
HBandarawela B | St Josephs 3
4 (B) Dis‘rict ‘rom which they entered the Un

dirtrict Numbsar (7))

Jaftna 54

Cclombo 27

Kandy 9

Battcaloa 6

padulla 3
4 (C' Number of attempts in GCE/AL. at which

th'sy enterad:

(< Hephde]

iversi{-yw

jattempt numbetr (%)
" 1st 24

2nd i 6e

3rd 9

4 (D) Interpretation of the A/L Performances:

Adv, Level grades were scored on. the students'
performance for the entry into the university. The
scores were basad upon a system which takes the
grades of their Adv. Level performance. Thus,
A grade — 4 points; B grade — 3 points;
C grade — 2 points S grade — 1 point.
(Ideal) Mazimum obtainable score: 16
Minimum obtainable score: 4
4 (D)i- Performance: of the entire population in

Apr. 1077 exam:

Adv. gseores number (%) -
11 (the highest) 6 (grades obtained 3B & 10)
310 9 E)

9 21

8 54

7 6

‘5 (the lowest) 3 (grades obtained 1C & 3%
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4 (D) ii. Performance of those who entered in the

fiist attempt: (N= )

Adv L. 'vel score number (%)

10 -
8 18
7 3

4 (D) iii A/L Performance in Apr. 1976 (1st attemnpt)

of those. who entered in the second attempt: (N=22)

Adv level scores  number(%)

=3
12
18
135
3
6

9

Wb~ m o

4 (D) iv. Private tuition, received for GCE A/level
: Yes(7%) No(7 )

a] Did you receive any private tuition,
when preparing for A/L ? 93 &)

b] Do you think, if you were not provided
with this additional help you couldn't 66 27
have proceeded further?

4 (E) Interpretation of the O/L performance:

Ord. Level grades were scored on the students'
performance, as follows:

Distinetion— 3 points: Cred_it— = points; Pass—1point:
Maximum obtainable scere — 24 points
Minimum obtainable score - 11 points



B
Ord.Level scores  number (%)

21 (the highest 3 (grades ob‘ained 6D,1C,1S)
20 : &

17—18 36

15—16 - ~30

13-14 24

12 (the lowest) 3 (grades obtained 5C, 2S)

%% qualified the Ord.Level in their first attempt
‘tselt- (Dec., 1973, Dec. 1974)

Academic background; Table 44 shows the colleges

in which the students had studied for Adv. Level.
Almost all have tad their secondary education at
the prestigious urban - based govt- schools or colls-
ges of Christian background, 54% had entered from
laffna district, while Colombo district contributed
for 27, The majority (66%) had entered in their
2nd CCE Adv. level attempt, while 247% had gained
entry in their first A/Level attempt itself.

- The best grades of the population(38 and 10) wers
were obtained by 2 boys. one from laffna and another
from Kandy. The lowest grade 1C and 3S was a S0
obtained by a boy, who entered from Bandarawela.
Two qirls, one from Jaffna and another from Batti-
caloa, had 3C and 1S, as the lowest grades from
‘these districts: Of the 9 students who entered from
Colombo, all except one had B, 2C, S as their Ady.
Level grades. The othar ons had racaived 2B, S

93% had received some sort of private tuition,
when preparing for the Adv. Level examination
(table 4 D). Of these (5% atiributed that, it they
were not provided witl: ‘his additional help, they
couldn't have proceeded further.

"As there was high competition to enter,
a further knowledge than only school teach-
ing seemed important, though teaching
facilities were adequate in school*
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is one of the commonly cited reason, for receiving
private tuition. 27%, though they had received
private tuition, felt that it was not of great signi-
ficance for them: The following remark made Dby
a student is typical of this category. .

“There is no need for privatr quition if the
teacher: are very keen and good. As there
was no teacher in our school for botany
for a short time, [ had tuition only for
botany It d1d no good. I cnlv got a pass
foraib
The cecnflict experienced bY soms, between

school teachers and private tuition was pointed out
by one student as follows: : ;

“Teachers wanted us to do well, without
going for tuitions which is impossible and
they hated people going for tuiiion.

Impact of Secondary Education: At least one halt

of the population, had only praise for their colleges.
For example,

1. “The teachers encouraged us to study. Impor-
~ tance wasgiven to the prectical classes, by assess-
ments being given continuously

2. "Since ours is a private school teachers don't
get transferred. Except for a few, others were
interested in the educational standard of the school.
Good facilities were made available and our school
has one of the best iaboratories in Jaffna.”

are some of.the typizal comments; made in this
regard: Of the remaining half,a gaarter, thouzh
praising their colleges, also saw some drawbacks
in the college atmosphere. T iese drawbacks were
described or hinted at in @ e following terms.

1. "Facilities were very good. Teache-s were vary
kind, helpful and good disciplinarians, but the
teaching .wasn't upto’ the standard required for a
competilive exar1, to enter the university- But the
school as sych was lovely’
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2. "We had all the facilities we needed. Our teachers
were very nice and took a persenal interest in
us. Butthen teaching was useless; ! mean not sufficient
for the high standards expected We played the
fool at prac.cal classes.”

There were also ‘a few exiremely critical assess-
ments of the colleges. in which they had studied.
They took the form of remarks such as,

1. "' Teachers showed interest in their private tuition
. and neglectea college work. Practicals were negle-
cted.”
2. "Actually I went to tuition clessss, because at
that time we didn't have teachers for Tamil medi-
um in the school. All had been transferred; for
more than 1% years, I was in the school with-ut
teachers for 3 s _bjects out of 4. We didn't do the
practicals well- We finished only about 50% of the
A/L work. But I didn't depend entirely on tuition.
My results were also dus to my own hard work"”

Career Intentions:

“When asked to indicate where they expected
to be 5 years from now omnly, 307, indicated that
they hoped to ba working in Govt. Service (table 5)

Table 5: Career In’t_e'ntiéns:

intention Total No.(%) Boys(%) Girls (%%
i. to work in govt. services 30 =15 £
ii. self employment
(private practice) 3 — 3

{ii. to teach in university or work '

in a research orgar . ation 18 - 12 6
iv. like to go abroad, as early

as possible 12 9 3

v. cannct decide now & my
decision depends on exist-
ing eircumstances. 36 == 12 24
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while 18% preferred to teach in university or work
in a research organisation- 12% indicated that they
like to go abroad as early as possible.

It is significart to note that 3674 are in the
"undecided group’’; and chase the r- sponse; *‘cannot
decide now and my decision depends on existing
circumstauces’. The majority (24%) of this lot are
‘girle It is not possible at this time, to say whether
the girls in the “undecided” group rem:in so
because, the possibility of immediate marriage im-
pedes a more definite occupational choice: It can
be noted withoutexception, that girls are excepted
{0 marry- At the most westernizad and profession-
a'ized 'evels of our society, girls with any aptitude
are encourag2d to go throuzh the upiversity and
prepare themselves for a profession- Fathers often
express a preference for medicine and teachking.
Tre reasons given are that these professions may
be practised wherever their hushands may be posted.

Hence, the likely increase in the proportion of girls
entering medicine in the near future, indicates
that the career perspectives of girl students in
current medical school programmes should be given
more specific attention by admiristrators as well
as researchers.

Reading outside their subject:

Many students confessed that they do not read
enough. Nearly a quarter in the population stated
that they had "no time now" or were, too busy,
working routine academic work". There were few
who read for relaxzation only and didn't go beyond
novels, detactive stories arn- science-fiction. Most
of those who r2ad magazines mentioned, “TimeY,
“Readers Digest”, “Miirror”, “Illustrated Weii'y of
India® and Tamil weekly pulp magazine: as their
favouarites. Th=boays had gpecific interests in parti-
cular fislds of science; one is interested in Astro-
nomy and another in Wild-Life.
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When considering the newspaper reading. many
students (at least one aquarter of the population)
read more than one paper a day: on the other
hand, about 10% hardly ever read daily papers,
althouzh rmany ssid that the had occasion to

- glance through ‘he papers during weekends. The
popular daily newspapers are Daily News and
. Virakesari. Among Sunday newspapers.the Obgerver

S—r3ad by the majority of the studsnts. It seems
that girl stud~nts were not very assiduous readers
of newspapers.

Religious Beliefs: I

In the population, we had 24 Hindus, 8 Christ-
ians and ‘1 Muslim, These figures refer to the
students’ normal religious afliliations and were
generally those of thz childhood backgrourd.
Without dividing according to religious background,
ano.her classification adopted, showed that the
population consisted of (a) believers — 2€ (k) ag-
nostics — 4 (¢) athiests — 3.

"l really can't say anything about it”’ is the
typical comment of Agnostics. Athiests or agnostic
atheisis gave their views in more strongly worded
negative terms, being delinitely ‘anti’. For e. g:

1 ‘“Religious beliefs has no effect on me."

2 "It made me a slave, especially menfally; it
made be to believe all sorts of conservative
ideas, habits which cannot suit for the modern
world. 1t showed that thereis atheism in which
one can help and love a humanly manner®..

All the agnostics ard atheists were boys: and all
‘the girls came into. the category or believers.

Tl.ough believers constituted the majority, not

all the 1nlievers seemed to be equally firm in their

- faith. Onwy about half of this category. actively

practised their religion in one v/ay or the other;
the rest asa believers in a w. &r sense.
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Two students who claimed to have had mystical
or semi - mystical exporisnces described thém in
terms such as,

1 "Till the age cf 16 thouoh 1 was & Christian,
1 didn"t know. G54 in & re’l vay: Then one
day, 1 gave my lie to Christ, taking him as
my Lord, Saviour asking toragiveness tor m+
sins. From then, its what GOD ‘W ANTS, that
m-stly predominates my life.”” ;

2 "“Since the day that Irealised that Jesus died
for my sin ro that [ may have 1 relationship

with Him, my whola lifa has chauged.. ..

God has made this change in my life.”

A few are believars who had develooed a 357t
of personal religion with very strong doubts about
dogma, which verged on aJnosticism. These weould

1 “Religion 18 very impcriant to everyone. [t
plays a fair amount of partin my life. I don't
beiieve in goiny to temples and exibit my
‘religious feeling.”

2 'l don't liks to obey one rsligion; all the
rz igions preach the sams virtues.'

3 "1 beleive in the existence of Gad = that is all

t was evident that ‘all the Christians are pra-

etising beliavers, while athiests and agnostics are
present only among the Hindus; i. e. the Christian
students of this pooilation showed a greater baliaf
in, and dependency on their veligion than did the
Hindu stuydents

The lsck of religious interzst in some of the

_Hindus mav ba e_xp'l_ai'nfe.d as follows: Hinduismehad

been tranamitted from gensration fo generation
through the 'family ‘and ' thtough stories drames
and Tituals psrfor ned both in the home and in
the temple Now, there are no formal weys of ini
tiating children imi - the religious rituals and thera
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is no .particular functionary whose spzcial mission
is to train them- Nor are there such institutions
as Sunday schools In contrast, the Christian stu-
dents belong to a more highly crganised religion
than do the Hindus- Regular church attendancs,
participat’on in the church’s actirities, and family
prayers at nome are all esseniials duties for those
belonging to this faith.

Political Interests and Views:

In considering the political interests and views

of ‘the students, we hava to take into account, the

. influence of home background and political interests

of the parents Most students came ‘rom upper or

upper middle class families and had a conservative
background.

=1

Table 6: Polifi_cal Interest:
6 (A) Level of interest Total No (%5 Boys(%) Girls(%)

i. amneutral observer 24 . ey
ii. interested in the ideals of j
one party 36 21 15
iii. least interested in what
is happening 24 9 15
iv. no cumments i 15 9 8

6. (B) Distribution according to the districts of
residence:
Jaffna Colombo upcouniry Batticaloa

$. neutral observer 12 b 3 3

i, interested in the \ _
ideals of one... 33 3 — —

ili. least interested .. 6 18 — ——

iv. no comments 3y 3 9 -

Table 6 shows that 60% were deeply interested
in' tl <« ideals of one party, cnd remaining 247%
categorised themselves as "neiiral observers".
Another 247, were “least interested in what is hap-
pening”; and 15% preferred not tu comment. There
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was certain amount of political apathy among the
girl students. This was particularly so in those who'
came from Colombe & Upcountry districts.

Tt is inferred that political views bore some re-
lation o the dis.rict origin of th- studenis. Those
who came ‘rom Jaffna, were more interested in
polilics, while majority of those who are from
Cclenbo. were least interested. This may be coi-
1€ ated with their family backgrourd as well. Up-
couriry students preferrsd to carry the tag, '‘no
comments

When it came to party affiliations, 11 of the
students were pro-TULF in their views, and CP
had one sympathsier, in the population- Those with
definite pro-TULF views were asked whether there
is any other system which is accepiable i{o them
and can be implemented over here easily. That
made them think hard and after a while, in most
eascs, came the answer: "'No. I can't think of any
such system." A few said “Perhaps, thiscan bs done
easily if both sides make clear understanding of
each other: and still there's time left.”

Extra - curricular activities:

Commonly identified extra-curricular activities
for the students in their college days are given in

L}

table 7.

"able 7: Exira curricular activities:

(Q: Did you participate in ihe extra-curricular act-
tivities in college?
response Total(7%:) Boys(0a) Girls(%4)

_yfas 85 A al
no 15 SR e b
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Q: Do you hope to continus ! ‘or initiate) these
activities in the university ?

responces Total (70 Boys(%) Girls(%
Yes in college-'Yes' in varsity 36 AT
ii- “fes’ in-coliege No in varsity 48 9 3
.'No'in college- "Yaes' in varsity 6 6 =
iv. ‘No’ in college- 'No’ in varsity 9 9 e

Commonly identified extra - curricular activities:

‘a) jor ‘boys in caollage: leadership in social, relir

gious activities, chess, s ,.1rnm1nq. baskeiball, art
ldrawing, decoration, drama, music) hockey,
soccer, cricket & athletics

b) for girls in college drama, ‘ports (swimming,

athletics, nefball) girl guide, literary activities
like debates, ballets. music, patticipation in soci-
etiz ( Tamil / English / Scienge / Christian) and
guiz contes%b
c) for boys in_varsity: teuris, badminton, table
~fennis swimmirg, art, hockey & saceer, RLs
d) for girls.in varsity: Christian society. drama,
music (c' assx_cal).

It is evident that 847 of the population had por-
ticipated in exira-curri~ular activities of one fcrm
or otcer. It is interesting to note that, all e
girls in the population (5.7, had taken part in
irdoor as wall az out-daor agctivities, during their
college days.

When asked, whethsr they hopa to con'inua
these activities i the varsity, 48% of the pooula-
tion answered in the regchve This was particularly s
in the girls (390). Almost all, exzept 3, felt that
thes are hardly presssd for tims to tske part in
these. One, wha had actively taken partin a wide
range of activities during her co'lege days, mentianed

“Since-I'm a female, it is impossible to dp

athletics, netball, ballets etc. in the un.-
yersity.” ' i
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Those who felt that they could still afford time
to participate, preferred to limit the activities to
the indoor circles.

Of the boys, 24% pre'erred to continue their

extra-curricular activitiee even in the varJity, and

9% telt that they cannot do this, becauss they are
unable to cope with tima, It is also notable that
6% of the boys who haven't taken part in any of
the activities in college days, liked tu initiate in
seme sort of activities, during their varsity career.
Anocther . % opted to continue their sedate existence
even in varsity. without contributing anything or
developing some new interests.

Higch degree of exira-carricular participation
among the study population during their college
days can be correlated with their urbarn elitist
college background. High percentags drop of estra-
curricular parlicipation after entering the university
which is prominent among the girl students, may
be due to the following reas ns: (i) lack of time
(ii. change in attitude, that their medical discipline
is a tough one and 100% concentration is needed
for it. ‘iiD) lack of adeguate fa-ilities in the varsity
environment 1to continue their extra—curricular
interests, |

Impact of Residential Life:

Almost ail the students lived in the halls of
residence. The boys were in Hilda Obeyasekara
Hall, and the girls were in Ramanathan Hall. Most
of them sesemed to have enjoyed their slay at the
halls, and showed their appreciation in remarks
cuch as :
1 “'ve made many friends from other faculties
aywell” 3

2 "We are always . talking endlessly; and con-
gassions last to the small hours in some-
body's room.”

T
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There were also some oriticisms, Fut these were
mostly fairly mild- For example.
1."Th=re is social mixing among the students,
but not with the statt.”

2 "Hall bLfe was interesting it first. but gets
boring with iime." '
3 “Hail meals are horrible.”
Some objected to clique forming terdencies, and
segregation by races. Their obssrvation, with regard
to some other relevant features of residential life,
are shown in table 8.

Table £ Residential life in Peradeniva:
statermen+s agree disagree no com-

(%4} {20 ments (%)

i. I feel lonely and homesick
at least during certain
periods of stress. €3 30 e

ii, I managed to make many
friends of the opposite
-sex: after [ came to Pera-
deniya.

iii. I feel nervous, when in-
troduced to a stranger.
belonging to opposite sex- 18 69 12

iv. It is disturbing for me: to
see courting on public, in
the campus vicinity. 18 60

v. There should be censorship,
at least for undergrads on
sexual ground of p‘ays and

“tilms.

I feel getting ‘hilched’ be-
fore graduation does distract
the studies.

69 24 6.

2

39 39 21
vi.

18 63 ol

-_—————
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(1) €, sgreed that the, feel lonely and homesick,

at least during certain periods of stress.
(2) 69% ajyresd that 'i2y managed to make many
friond

's of the opposite sex, zfter they came to -
Perdeniva. s

(3) €34 disagreed 'wiih the statement that "getting
hina2d"” before graduation does distract the
siudies.

(4) Onlv 39% were opinion that 'there s ould be
censorship, at least for undergieds on sexual
grounds. of plays and films."

L onclusion:

From this study on the 1978 Maedical entrants
(Tamils), it canbe inferred that those who entered
the University of Peradeniya for this particular
discip'ine of study had the following features in
common.

(1)- 69% of the population came from the sodially
‘elevated group - i. e upper middle class and
uppser class families. '

(2) Almost all had their secondary educaticn at the
prestigious urban-based Govt. schools or colleges
of_ Christian background.

(3) 93% had received some sort of private tuition
when preparing for the Adv: Level examination.

(4) Majority (667) had entered in their second attempt
- ot GCE Adwv, level

(5) B4% had one of their parents (mainly father)
© with university degre=s. In addition, 42% have
elders, with university education in Sri Lanka:

T was also evident that religion, politics and
arts ere the 3 main fields in which extra-curricular
‘nterests were shown by the study population.
Though the majority are notactive participants in
all 3 fields, many of them have an active interest
in one of them at least A studen! with very active
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interesls in one field tended not to be interested
in the others. However, deep interestsin religion
and the arts often went together, but deep interests
in religion and politics rarely did so. _

In conc'usion, the author likes tc stress that th:re
is ample scope for further, full-scale research into
our university student's life and work, of which
we know practically nothing at present.
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Appendix

: »

All the figures expressed are in percentages.
Ethnic and Religious background:

Ethnic group Number(%) Religious group Namber (%)

Tamils 96 Hindus 72
Moor 3 Christians 24
_ : - Muslim 3
Age Composition of the popalation:
born in Age on 1978 number (%)
1955 23 3
1956 , 22 9
1957 21 12
1958 20 39
1955 19 30
1950 18 3

intormation not given = 3
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Preliminary Random Observations On

The Courting Behaviour Of Under Graduates

In a Residential University In SriLanka.*

S. Sri kantha

(Dept. of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medicine,
University of Peradeniya.

Introduction:

Investigation of sexual habits and practices is a
relatively recent development in science. Scientific
observations and studies in this interesting field
are few, especially’ in this country. The pioneers
in this field ot study are, Kinsey et al (1948, 1953),
Schofield (1965) and Mastars & Johnson(1966) Kinsey
relied much on verbal evidencs: he talked endlessly
to the men and women who came forward (or were
induced in some way) to tell all. Two criticisms
of this approach were: (1) Were the psople intsr-
viewed a reasonzbly random sample of the popu-
lation? (2) Do they tell the truth? On bot*h points
much scepticism has been expressed ‘for e g : Maslow
& Skoda. 1955) and no doubt such ccepticism is
right and proper. Later, Masters & Johnson had
the courage to go a step further., They were per-
mitted to observe pecple meking love and in this
way were given ‘an opporiunity of checking not
only what they said they did, but also whether
they ‘deseribed matters correctly. Their study mat-
erial consisted of aporoximately 700 pzople of whem
a couple of hundreds or so were married couples.

Studies on sexual habits among the College and
University students of America had been reported
by Robinsony et al (196F), Davis (1969), Kesats &
Davis | 1970) and Bell & Chaskes (1970). As far as -
Deradeniva undergrads are concerned, their sexual
behaviour pattern have yet to be studied in detail
An attempt ie made here, just to note some rele-

vant features of the residential undergrads’ court-

ing behaviour.

* Presented at the 35th Annual Sessions of Sri Lanka
Association for the Advancement of Science on 18th

Dec. 1979 Section F—Social Sciences.
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Study Population and Methods:

Study Population: Undergraduates of the university

of Peradeniva. Almost all of them stav in the
halls of residenc: .

Method: Mosser & Kalton (1971) had ¢ assi ied
the methods of obtaining data about a group of
people as tollows: (@) documentary sources (personal
documents like diaries, letters and aitobiographies)
. (b) direct observation (¢) auestionnaire (d) inter-
viewing. Of these, it was felt by the author that
for a study of this nature, observation method can
only be adopted, when taking into consideration

all the conservative tendencies of a typical Sri
Lankan society.

(Note: One like to express at this juncture that,
tacts and data alone do net make a science;
especially in a virgin field like this. We also
need theories, postulates, unification and gene-

ralisations.) -

Time of observation: mainlyinthe afternoon, evening,
twilight hours to late in the night.

Plsces of obseryation: vicinity of the Girls' Halls
of Residence, corridors of lecture blocks, library
and the surroundings, corners, Gymnasium building
and the adjacent locations, canteens. sports pavilion,
riverbank, roads leading to the places of worship,
Arts theatre (especially when films are shown),
Open air blocks-summer houses.

Dbservation and Comments:

1. Con-sessions:' A con-session is a conversation
between two or more undergrads (can be with
same sex or with opposite sex) which takes place
in a relatively stationary situation. It should be
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noted that the topic of acon-session need not be
serious or weighty in nature. Episodes of humorous
exchange, logical argument or the exchange of
personal experiences may also properly constitute
con-sessions. : ,
Many con-segsions come about as a result of the
attempts of individual participants to enhancs their
presiige rather than any deeply felt commitment
that they have about a specific issue, It is thass
con-gsessions which boosts the image of partners,
who are “getting hitched”, or "going steady” etc.
Theugh dating may occupy only a small segment
of a student’s time, ta k about dating is of immensa
Importance for many undergrads, especially girls.

2. Partner seleetion: When it comes to- choice

- of a mate, the ‘choice’ ig nnt of course, a dsli-
berate one at all, bat is conditioned by circums-
tances about which, we don't know much enough
to bo entirely specific but which includ> the inter-
play of so many factors. Anyway, 1“1l try to gene-
ralise them in the following manner

The "seniors” spend ths lsast amount of time
with their own sex, while the freshers have ths
most such fime. It is difficult to tell, the under-
crads of which faculty, have ample time, to sp=nd
in the company of the opposite sex, bacause their
courses of study and the time taken forit varies.
But generally, the students in the Arts-basad courses,
spend mcre time in the company of the opposite
sex than any other category of undetgrads This:
is because they have to attend only a handful
hours of lectures per week., Barring this short
period of occupation, they've to “kill" the time in a
satisfying manner; and they do so by partner—
gelection and getting hitched, :

Those undergrads following a Science base_r,i
discipline (Medicine, Dentistry, Agriculture, Veteri-
nary Science, and Pure Science) have to attend
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practicals, disseclions, field work etc, in addition
to {ollowing the lectures. And it is not wrong to
say that, boys gzt to know more about girls, and
about their behavisur during these practical sessions.
These sessions provids flexible opportunity in that
boys can attend o their work and at the same
time they can roam around the laboratory or fiela
doing a bit of eve-teasing, and of course the girls
retaliate with ‘adam teasing’, if it can be called like
that.
Tt is probably traditional in the campus, for the
undergrads (boys) to select their partners, from
among the fellow students of the batsh, in the second
year. Fresher girls are the chiet objscts of attention
of tha 'szaior’ boys (mainly 2nd years). In the guise
of regging, a senior attaches himself to his beloved
‘selection , and get to know all the details about the
girl, her background, education, family status, -etc.
(very personal details also, are not spared). And itis
- yery common to see the ‘senior’ boys in Peradeniya
chaperoning the ifresher girls’ to their hails of
res:dence in tre first two weeks of the academic
year, which is the normal duration of the ragging
period. The tradition had come down, that during Tag-
ging period, frashers should appear in white-and-
white; so, any senior can have a iry at a fresher, who
have to nod her head, or answer in positive, to -
all the teasing questions Atthe end of this ‘ordeal’
{ mean. {_r ignorant fresher girl students), a certain
proportion of the buys become guccessfu! in getting
‘hitched" '
‘Serior! girls initiating a partnership with
unior’ bovs are relatively uncommon, in almost.
“sll the disciplines of study- There may occur a few
sxcapiional cases. -

2 _initiation of Pairing: In accordance with the
normal trends, the initiation stimulus is usually
previded by the boy- The hints and messages are
taken and passed on to the girl concerned, by her
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clcse frinds endfor by room - mates. For some boys
tha gearch ‘or a mate is a highly self - conscious
cre, For others. it follows so effortlessly from the
fun of dating that no conscious dacisions are made
at ail. :

Mutual lending and burrowinjis a sign of close
frindship; hence, books and notes may also serve
the purpose of initiation of pairing “tfering practizal
assistance. cne way o1 another, may alsy little
by little, 1:ads to iniiiation of pairing A batch trip,
an active intsiest in cne particular = xtra - curricuiar
activity (fore. g' sports drama, eocieties) and even
ragging also serve as cstalysts for the actual
initiation to occur

4 Campus 'dates’; Two major kinds of campus
‘dates’ can be rerog: ized. One is the formsal
party or dinner type date, often on a large group
followed by dancing, much good fun., and a return
to the hall in the small hours ot the mcrning: The
batch—dinner. hall ‘socials’, faculty ‘nights’, going
down dances, tarewell parties, 'hitch parties’ or even
birthday parties provide occasion for this sort of date.
This kind ot date is supposed to characterise the
community life of residential university students.

The second kind of ‘date’ is the souliul date
~of the single couple, perhaps starting with evening
" stroll in the park or roadway, or even in the library

but having its core in moonlit romance, placed in a
nook or corner. The couple. though seated ir. a
common place, like a canteen, library, theatre or
grounds, remain unattached with the rest of the
population- Their dating episode doesn't directly
involve other people: The hour or two. they spend
together, is filled mostly on satisfying personal and
physical emotiopis: In a corner they sit under a
hided triangle, thereby evading direct exposure to a_
third person's eye. For about an houvr or two they
spend on talking, neckingand petting. It is presumed
that the only topic of discussion, revolve mainly
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around private and psrsonal affairs tetween them.

This sort of conversation is only an accompaniment
of eroticplay. :

§ Eroric play: The erotic play varies in intensity
from oullin 3, pressing, hugying and kiseing and also

petting to extreme As usaal, the male partner
dominates the scene, with- the fair- partner res:
p-nding passively. The male pariner surveys the
female'anatomy in four stages of petting ssguences:
cuiside above the waist. outside bilow the waist,
i side shove the waist and inside below tha waist:
( ¢ course. *he last two stages sre carried out in
s'rict privacy in connivance with the darkness and
around the pillars of the Arts theatre, Gymnasium
and the corrid-rs of lecture halls. These enormous
numbers of building corners serve to explore freely
the intimacies of sex away from the prying eyes
of batch-mates, and security controls- Even when
the security officers happen to arrive at the szene,
“they tend to turn a blind eyel

6 Inter raclal and Inter- rel1q10us pairing: The tamily

life in Sri Lanka, s'“onqu dlsappI‘OVBS of mixed pai-
ring. This is particularly so. in inter-racial bonding
than in inter—religious bonding. The final sanction
1pon a boy or a girl, who enters into a mixd aifair,
is ‘outcasting.' Therefore it is not surprising that
most undergrads conform to the,morm cof avoiding
mixed affairs. Nevertheless, 'mixd affairs’ do occur
even if rarely.

'Who are the deviants? The majority of these,
are with Tamil boys and Sinhala girls; and if lesser
pumber with Sinhaa boys and Tamil girls. (Mus-
lims who speak Tamil mainly. are included in the
- Tamil category: for the sake of convenience). It is
‘common inference that, the majority who are involved
in mixed affairs, have a knowledge of English; Any
sustained relationship with another racial link, is
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impossible for the pariners, otherwise. Although
there is hostility to inter - racial affairs in a typical
Sri Lanken society, when it comes to the residentiai
campus background. it is tolerated since it can
.more easily be broken off, afier the partners had
‘received their guota of sexual sutisfaction:

The process of the initiation of an inter-racial
affair is gradual, and in majority of the cases, it
blooms only around the 2nd year or 3rd year, of
the couples’ residential life, It occurs mainly amonyg
the batch - mates. or body mates or group-mates
and so on. A couple who carry on an inter-racial
love affair have to accept drastic cultural changes.
Of the two, one can no longer move closely with
his/her friends, as often as he (she) used to. One
of the two, can integrate only through an acceptance
of the other's culture, in personal behaviour and
so on. He (she) must also estsblish new inter-
personal re! a.uonshlps with other undergrads.

Comparzd to inler-racial pairing, an inter-rali
gious pairing is more tolerated in our society, if
the partners belong to the same race; hence, the
frequency of the oecurrenca of inter-religious pairing
is more (Hindu - Christian and Buddist - Christian)
- -than that of an inter - racial pairing

7 Reasonsior Pai:tnq at the Campus: The following
can be cited asthe mainreasgons, for the occurren-
ence of pairing.

i) Bandwagon effect: Pairing (or ‘getting hitched" .
has bzcome ’the thing to do”. Not only have
this pairing become quite acceptable to ths
majority of the residential student population
but the junior students are often directly on
indirectly encouraged by the hitched seniors.
Pairing of a friend or a room-mate ora batch-
mate, encourages and coniributes to another
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arother and soon thz feeling spreads that,
‘averybody is douing it, so why not tr«?'.

The two-some nature of campus life life: Not only

is there a casual bandwagox_: eifect, but
there are subtle ‘pressures’ wocking to
make paired life appear more comfortable
and practical. The social life in a residential
university, is a two-some experiencs Generally
speaking, such affairs as perties. dinners,

socia.s, dances, art-festivals and film shows

are considered as two some expsrisnces,

Insscurity of our tims: The ganeral insscurity
of our time is often thought by some as
encouraging campus pairing. Arxieties con-
cerning possible impending national disasters
and clcsure of campus (for trivial reasons,
during the major part of this decade)
generate in undergrads a nesd to develop
deep attachments with someona in order to
achieve sexual satistaction. For many under-
grads who are free from the viailant, prying
eves of their parents or guardiang, the ideal
time for experiencing sexual rslisf is ths
three—year period they spend in thz camous
Hitching, they trust, is the type of rzlationship
that will give them. some sort of excitement
(or 'go’) in the basic numan instinct,

Stimulation of sexual a'titudes: We areliving

in a period of ‘sex age- The 135 media
(cinema and the pulp maqazinea. novels in
cur island) must be held responsible for

_-tiblllating and enticing an undergrad’s sexual

fantasies, The emphasis on sex appeal and
the intense physical expression of love mzkes

_it diffeult for undergrads to handle sexual

arousals. This results in the unwillingness
to defer sexual graiiicaticn’ until after
marriage.
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"Wherever we look and wherever we go
there's somathing about sex. And it makes
us look foolish not to find out about it our-
selves'’, is an explanation given regarding
the background of predicament, by a few
‘hitched’ undergrads  Another opinion is,

- “There aren't really many rlaces to go around

V)

vi)

in Peradeniva: only a park and a few theatres
in Kandy. After you've seen all the movies
(end in most of the theatres, the released
Sinhala films run for more than two months)
we simp:y don't know how to kill time: and
this especially so in the weekends; and poya
days. So, the ideal pashme is fo get hitched.”
And, "if you are in love with opposite sex
you know—that's it",

Economic buffer: There is also one extremsly

good reason (especially in the case of girls)
for getting hitched. but under normal

- circumst neces it is not divulged to auyoody.
even to the pariner. For a girl coming from -

a rural village, there wouldn't be much cagh .
in her hand-bag, to spend for pocket expences.
Hence an ideal alternative to cover the
embarssment is to ‘get hitched’ to a boy,
who will look after her in his pocket monev,
The expenses incurred fcr snacks. short eats
stationery, travelling, cosmetics etc. are paid
out frome the partner's purse.

Escapism: So meny complexes arise for a
newly arrived undergrad, in Peradeniya set-up.
Urban-rural complex, high caste—low caste
complex wealthy - poor complex, ‘duent
english—bad enghsh’' complex, and racial
complex, are a few which can be identi—
fied hele. In order to escape from . the
existing realities, the poor souls search for
some sort of compassion and they obtain

this by 'getting hitched", ! suppose:
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Discussion: S :

In a typical rural village of SriLanka. whether
at work or at leisure,- whether inside the house or
outside it, bay (giz] finds himself (hersel) somahow -
surrounded by other elders This ensurer not only
the lack of privasy but also a constant supervision
by a group of elders: Here, in Teradeniva. this
constant vigilance factor is hardly present And
when left in a surrounding with a host of oppertunity
and time the arrows ot cupid easily peretrates the
undergrad’s heart.

The curiosity, excitement and ‘he ever-present
liberty from the prying eves of . guardians and
scciety elders, climaxes in the profise pairing at -
Peradeniya University. A lot of rural girls get caught
into the whirl of free-love. when thev enter Pera—
deniya. 1 personally don't think that many qirls in -
the campus, feel that being stroked by a boy is
Yad or dirty anymore: :

There is accelsrating evidence that pre-marital
courting has become almost as accepted among
campus girls, as with campus boys Perhaps one of
the most important factor that prevents Sri Lankan _
girls trom moking friendships, when they are with
parents, is the fact that the majority in them still
find most of their companionship of their homes.
They therefore may not feel the need for the
friendship of their peers- However, when they move
into a new residential campus environment, they
are often separated from their families and relatives.
The girls discover that they must find new friends
who c.u share their problems and guide them
through novel experiences; this security, they may
find among peers who are going through the same
period of tramsition. The intimacy of the campus
-_environment keeps the undergrads together for
nearly three years or more, which is a long enough
reriod for them to build up close relationships.



32

The established value of Oriental culture. that
pre-marital courting is wrong, is crumbling. But
there seems to be conilict of opinion for a significant
number o campus girls, who come from corserva-
tive background. These girls have {o decide how
far they can lean. If they are not_ permissive they
lose an ideal opportunity of mixing with opposite
sex; yet, if they are too permisive, the news may
leak to home sources and the conseguences may
upset th2 balance. But, even the campus girls from
conservative background are much more open and
free now. than their parents. with regard to the
sexual attitudes.

Conclusion:
R R T 1 TRk

Living conditions at the University of Peradeniya
are oiten far from easy living and give rise to strain
& sires; es which cortribute to the undergrad s heavy

" mood, resulting in his urge towards sexual fantasy-

Anxiety, worry, social, educational and family -

pressures, and the emotional imbalance ' of sexually
immatured (but physically matured) students
produce various sorts of sexual behaviour, which
need attention and study.

The campus student of today is too hurried,
too badiy housed with too little recrestional facil'ties
and working, under too strenous conditions. He/she
needs psycho'ogical counseling, at least during
certain periods of stress- g

On general, the mental climate of the University .
of Peradeniya is ill-suited to relieving sexual fcrsions
which often reach breaking point. When steps are
taken to bring in more students from poor homes,
this problem may increase in scope and intensity
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-

" Introduction:
T e

The term ‘ragging’ ig commonly used in Sri
Lankan educationa] institutions to denote a particular
type of inter - personal and inter-group relationship
between the ‘senior’ and the ‘fresh’ students. The
time during which such a relationship would last
is popularly known as the ‘ragging period’ and is
-usually the beginning of an academic vear when
the new entrants (freshmen) arrive at such
institutions. The origin of the practics of ragging
in our universitics may perhaps bhe traced back
to the time when University education was begun
in this country. A similar custom practised in
_analish schools duirng the 18th century. was known

as ‘'tagging’, whereby students in lower class had

o run errands and serve as unpaid servanis for
thoss in the upper classes. In the American uni-
versities, a method of initiating and disciplining
~ ‘reshmen, known ag ‘hazing' was prevalent during
the same century.(2)
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- Though "it originated in Qur country as an
imported Western custom, ragging, seems to have
flourished in the local soil, drawing from a cultural
trait of our society, in that inter-personal relatiol-
ship is placed mainly on derision; thereby non-
members are initiaté? o the 'in-group’ -through
a very intimate _elationship prior to which  all
ditferences between the group and the individual
should be removed. This relationship does not
permit respect or privacy of the individual, and
hence based on joking, ridiculing, teasing and
harassing the “intruder’. '

With the expansion of university education,
ragging too seemsto have developed in SriLanka.
Judging by the cumvlative evidence of the news-
paper articles and news reports(3), ragging appears
to have taken .such proportions as to become a
vexing problem to the University authorities as
well as to the general public; it seems to have
aso served as a topical subject of the journalist
at the bzginning of every academic year of the
University(4), The only published document which
is of interest to the researcher on ragging was
brought forth by the Kularatne Commission in 1975,

This paper presents the lindings of an inves-
tigation conducted in a- residential university;-
during the ragging period of an academic year.

Scope of the study:

A random sample of first year students, both
meles end females admitted to this residential
university, during thst academic year and
accomodated in four halls of residence, was selected
for the study,

& to find out the extent to ~which “ragging’ is
currently -ractised.

by to determine the nature of the social phéno-

menon popularly known as 'ragging’.
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¢} to find the possible causes leading to the
practice and perpetuation of ragaing. ;

Methods:

Since ‘ragging’ is a purichable offence in the
University, the method ot- tollecting data for the
survey had fo be planned with” caution in order to
achieve the geal of the study. For obvious reasons
it was not possible to obtain data from a sample
of the ‘raggers’ (senior students). The subject of
this study were the first year students (freshers’)
who were at the Teceiving end of ragging, and
who were therefore, in a position to furnish first
hand information regarding their experiences.

Population of Entrants and our Sample number

Halls of Sinhala - _Tamil' Muslim
Residencs pop' sam® pop! sam? pop! sam?
 Hall 1 162, 82 4916 18 4

Hall 2 11€ 37 86 38 _13 3
‘Hall 3 12 - 24 — 46 16 3 1

Hall 4 75 .25 24 8 4 2

1=Population 2=Sample
Population and sample- Number’ e
Males Femeles Total
Grand totel entered 439 224 663
Our eslimated sample number © 150 76 226
No. responding to preliminary
questionnaire 108 56 164

No: responding to the second ' e
guestionnaire 70 43 113

L -
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Tre following methods of stody was adopted
throughout a period of {wo weeks, which usually
was the duration:of the ragging period .in the
university-

1) A preliminary- gquastionnaire was administered
to the participants before they came into any
form of ‘ragging contact’ with the senior
students (This was possible dus io the fact that
new entrants are admitted to .he university,
two weeks before, the senior students come
into residence)

7) The ‘sample of studenis were freated as
participant-observers of the ragging hehaviour.
Detailed instructions were given to racord their
personal exparicnce in an objective way.

3) Unstructured interviews were held with the
- participants in their apartments, throughout the
study pericd.

4) A guestionnaire formulated on the basis of
various interviewe held with the participant
observels, as well as our own obsarvations,
was administered at the end of the study.

The following hypotheses were tested in ‘he study:

1) Ragging takes place in the uriversily, despite
that it is a punishable offence.

2) More males, corpparsd_to'females, indulge in
—  ragdging. -

3) Males, as well as females undergosimilar ragging
experience

4) Freshers who underge Tragging suifer from
anxiety. ]

5) Ragging repeats as an experience handed down
from one batch to another

©) Ragging ssrves as a friendship mechanism.
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Hesu'ts and Discussion:

The finding of second—questionnaire, adminis=
tered at the end of rag-period, indicated that 94%
of the sample was subjected to faggmq, as shown
in the following table 1.

e
: Response
Question . E
A 11 % o TS EE = SN __7yes = s 5 _no_ e
Were you subjected to 106 7
ragging? (94%) (670

This proves beyond doubt that ragging has taken
placa in this residential university, at the time
when the study was conducted.

Table 2 shows thal, while 100% of the males
were ragged by the same sex, 817 of the females
‘admided that they were ragged by the opposite
sex. This clearly indicates that males, compared
to females; take an active part in 1agging.

Table 2
(Q: Were you ragged most by the males >r by females?

responses " males. females (7))
ragged by males 100 8l
ragged by females S 5
ragged by males and females — ; 7
no responss = i

N=70 N=43

In order to guantify and distinguish ragging
. experienced by males from females, the following
aspects of ragging were tested, under the two
broad cateqories "verbal ragging”, zad ''physical
ragging”, arranged according to rlgour\ as shown

in table 3.



0: Were you subjected 1o the following forms_.-.c{ ragging?

Different forms males (%) females (%)
of rag ves no no resp. yes no no-resp.

1 Verbal rag:

W]

1 harsh interrogations 49 41 Bl 43 1
2 scolding in filth 91 9 - 51 48 |
3 having to learn vwulgar )

poemsiverses etc- | 91 9 = 21 7189 —
4 1o debate on bizarre _

topics ; i 44 56 - oL
5 writing an indecent

letter 1o a closely - :

related person 20 80 = 6 94 —

11  Physical Rag:
(a) Low rigour:

1 galuting -89 1, - 51 49 —
2 asked to wear white :

slothes 100, = = e e

(b) Medium rigour:

3 eat left over meals

of others 13 87 S e
4 eat from the plate

of anocther fresher 51 49 - 3 97. =
5 keep the plate on :
~ head and eat ' 9 91 = i 0 e

‘(c) _High rigour*

6 do ‘dips’ : 60 33 7 — 100 —
7 ‘campus toddy' - 44 53 1 — 100~ —
8 stripped partly/fully 57 43 = — 100 =~—
9 perform ‘crucifixion’ 24 76 - — 100 —
10 removal of hair, both

pubic and other 236l - — 100 —
11 "'Scholarship” BN A 100 —

12 demonstration of inde-
cent behaviour such as -
copulation of dogs 36 €4 - —: 100 =
13 torced to do thinks
againstwish, such as : :
smoking 41 B9 = 44 56 —
14 do thinks deiating ‘
from normal paiterns of .
behaviour- gllg =l 44 56 — -

N=70 N=43
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This table indicates that there is significant
difference between the two sexes with regard to
ragging oehaviour. A greater percentage of males
had been subjected to verba! as well as physical
forms of rag. The percentages of females, who had
undergone both the types of razis much less than
those with regard to the males. The higher incidenca
of verbal ragging among females could perhaps be
due to membe. s of both sexes, participating in
such raggings. This is fully contirmed by the inci:
dents of anecdotes (total number of anecdotes
collected during the study being, 55), which describe
instances of harsh interrogations and scoldings in
filth by males and otker instances of enforcement
such as memorising vulgar poems, debating on
obscene topics. and writing indecent letters, by
females. The lesser percentage of physica! ragging
among females can be explained by the fact that
the males were unable to be as free with ‘e‘naiea,
as with their own sex in the campus:

Five questions were asked, two direct and three
indirect, in the preliminary questionnaire, to
measure the anxiety level among freshmen., The
results, as shown in table 4, indicate that only a
marginal difference in the anxiety level was seen
when twe direct questions were asked. On the
contrary the three indirect questions highlighted
that 829 of the participants had a positive anxietr.

The high degree of anxietv seen among fresh-
men at the time of the commencement of their
universily carser appears to be gerarally related
to the high mmdance (94%) of ra« QXF“‘I’IQnCEd by
them.
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Toble_4
positive negative
Questions anxiety ~anxziety
o (Ya)

1 Are you worried about ragging? } 57 43
2 Do yvou like to be ragged?
3 Did vou discuss ragging with 1

other freshers? E
4 Have you moved around the |

campus premises alone? !
5 Do you strongly feel that you & 82 iSI

should be protected against |
any form of ragging, by the |
university authorities and, |
security service? J

The relationship between experience of the rag
and its perpetuation is given in table 5. :

: Table 5
{): Will you rag freshers next year?
Tesponses ; males female:‘;fib“rar___
- : (76) G
yes 48 3 e
1o 41 91 60
no comments 11 4 9

e

A marked difference is noticed between the
responses given by the maies and the females, who
. answered in the affirmative, to the above guestion
48% against 5% students of both sexes, who wish
45 engage in ragging, in the following year being
329, This shows that only a third of the students
who had unds vone ragging would contribute to the
perpetuation of ithe rag. However, the wvalidity of
this observ ticn has to be checked by further
vosearch werk or. the same gqroup of students in
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their second vear, in view of the fact that the
above finding is based on the data collected at
the end of the two-weeks rag period.

Tabls 6 shows the responses of friendship
pattern formed due to ragging, as well as without
ragging.

Table 6

Questions: ALout how many senior students have you
com~ to know closely since coming to
the campus? i
a) 0-10, b} 11-20 ¢ 21-30 d) above 30
How many senior students have you come
to know very closely as a result of their
ragging you?
a)0-10 b) 11-20 ¢ 21-30 d) above 30

No. offtiendship without ragging due to ragging

initiated (67/8) %)
0-10 23 44
11=-20 26 16 ¢
21-30 } s 4
above 30 i 34 oy sl

Our findings do not give aclear-cut evidence
to support that, ragging serves as a "iriendship
mechanism”. However, it is significant to note that
a higher percentage (34%) of students has made
the largest number of friends @.e. above 30) with-
out ragging stimulus '

The data collected indicate that the fellowing
forms of ragging have taken place For convenience.
we may classiy them as "verbal” and '“'physical” -
forms of ragging. The latter vategory was again
subdivided into "'low—physical”,. “medium-physical”,
and “high-physical” types according to rigour. It
was observed that verbal rag had a higher incidepse
between both male and female stuc’ .nts while the
physical rag was more common among the male
students. This phenomenon may be etplained by
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the fact that the physical ragging involves.greater
risk than the other type, which iz relatively easy
to practise.

Verkal rag: Verbal ragging characterises harsh
interrogations intended to intimidate and subjugate
a vietim; abuse and scolding in indecent lc ngu.ge
froms a significant part of this aggression. A g/ oiation

form anecdoies, describing such ragging ﬂﬂ.h shed
light to its performance.

A group of qgirls, as described in the anscdote,
wele walking towards the Medical Faculty, passing
Hall 1. A senior: male—undergraduste conitonts
them and asks:

Senior: What is your name?
Fresher: (name said)

S: What is your faculty?
F: Medical Faculty: Veterinary Science.
S. Yakko: say kennel of the Meat stall.
F: (same repeated)
-2 From which school did you enter?
F: (school mentioned)
b: Yakko say, "hopper-shop" e
F: (same repeated) Tt
S: Do you know that a branch of the Bo-tree of
your school had fallen on the ground?
Yes y ;
Do you know why it fell down?
(no answer)
Yakko, do. you know that in your school heppers
are being sold?
(no answer)
Yakko, it happened due to the wrath of the Ged!
(no answer)
Yakko, te'2 me whether you like me?
(no answar)
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St Say, will you!

B: No!+

8: Yek:o, do you know that I have ignored about
30 girls; and how dare you say that you don't
like me? !

F: (no answer)

S. Get ¢ 1, you talk to menicelyl, when you see
me agan

Tt may be observed that the aggressor, by
raising tha tone of his voice and using insulting
words tries o play a dominating role in this scene.
The words such as "'uambe’’, “tho', “yakko" are the
terms used by members of the higher social class
on their inferiors to exibit social dominance, Simij-
larly, in a ragging session, the senior students deni-
grate the status of freshers to an inferior pcsiton,
by emphasising thé fact that they had entered the
university before the freshmen - hence, the claim
for superiority, Thouagh the words such as "umbe’’,
"yakko', "ado', when used during the raggina
'period, indicate ‘a behaviour of dominance, tne
same terms may persist in their parlance to express
inciate trisndship, after the differences between
‘we two groups have been eliminated,

It may also be emphasised that the sexual dis-
contentment of the aggressor is also brought forth
during his conversation with a fresher—girl. Aiter
disgracing the college, from which she had entered
(it being an urban college of repute), asa 'hopper-
shop' (the connotation being a place of lesbiang), -
the aggressor derives pleasure in asking the fresher
wiether she likes him- When answered in the
negative, the aggressor boasts that he had ‘ignored
atout 30 girls’, thereby satisiying his ego.

In some instances of wverbal ragging, the
racipients had to learn obscene versss, and also
debate on bizarre topics, such s, ‘\thether the
enital organ should be located on ‘he —alm
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on the fore-head?’ There were 97 Sinhalese and
25 Tamil ve' 2s of this nature among the anecdotes
collected. {5 guote, on: printable example:
Eaint ok verde ranslation)
“The Arts student.
rubs oil and enl rges his -
by hitting the .. against. each oth 3T,
prise opens the campus -

Subjects centred around the position” of male
and female organs in human anatonsy, mainly
formed the topics for debates. Such tor cs suggested
by the seniors had to be debated upon by fresh-
men. Several anecdotes show that there were ins-
tances when freshmen were forced to write obscene
latters to their close relatives.

The above—-mentioned five categories do not
exhaust tre wverbal p.tterns of ragaing, though
they could be identified as the more prominent
ones Apart trom reflecting the dominant ro:e of
the aggressor, the oral rag also brings forth the
closely confined sex desires of the youth of our
society. Verbel rag seems to be a medium through
—+hich such desires could be parlially satsfied.
Ph_y_gical rag: Seventeen identified forms of physical
ragging were listed in table 3. Of thess, two wére
of low rigour, according to our class. cation.
They are: : =
1. Saluting: an object/a senior student.
9. Wearing white clothes' This is to help any
senior student to €asily identify a freshe::

Three were of medium rigour: These are,
1 partaking lef —over meals.
2. partoking meals from the plate of another fresher,
3. keeping the plate on the head and eating:

These thr-= types ot physical rags were carried
out in the ¢iming tables of male students halls. Our
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interviews reyvealed that, most freshers hesitated to

have their meals in the dining halls, through fear

of the ibove harassments. i :

Nine it entified forms, were of high rigour. Thess are

1. pe ’g‘@i_r_lg_”dirps:' — An individual is asked to
rer . ibe weight of the body on four limbs, and
cor, nended. 1o lower and raise the body
contiwuously, simulating dips in  water.

2. *“campus toddy“— An individual is asked to
imitate the - act of drinking toddy, and while
doirig ' so, ordered to spin his body continuously.

3. stripping of  clothes partly { tully, in the pre—
sence of seniors. _

4. pirfozm:cfucji{icatigg'ﬁ— An individual is asked

‘to hang with the hands, holding the window
grills and imitate Jesus in crucifizion-

5. removal of hairi— Forcible removal of hair of
a {resher, both pubic and “other. '

6. “Scholarship”:i— As indicated by the name, uns

is a ditficult task to achieve. A fresher is shown

« .ere a ''scholorship’ can be found and yarious

impediments are put in his path —for example,

a fresher has to crawl naked under a bed, simu-

late swimming across the ocean. jump on the

knees, in order to qualify himself to obtain. the

“scholarship™. 2 ; ‘

7. demonsiration of indecent behaviour— Two or
many freshers were forced to imitate copulstion
of dogs, and/or human beings Freshers were
aske” to expose genital organs and also demon~—
strate normal/abnormsl sex acts.

3. demonstration of bizarre behaviour: For example, -
sitting on an 'imaginary chair’, playing a game of
football/netball without @ ball, ‘act ng as a radio’
and delivering a mews-broidcast consisting <°
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fumotur, wit and obscene 'items,  riding an
'imaginary cycle' seated on a chair, imitating a
politician on a platform or a lecturer in a lecture
hall, ‘and taking ‘campus oath’ that ¢ nsists of
derogatory remarks against the Establis iment. .

9 Toreed to do things against a person's vish' For
example a non-smoker is oftared a cigr rette and
ssked to smoke; a vegetarian is forcr. to take
meat. . Ft ysical ragging

of the high rigour type, mostly cer.re areund sex

desires of the aggressors. The aggressor while
showing his hatred towards the members of his own
sex, appears to derive sexual satislaction by witness—
ing various sex acts, performed by the oppressed.
ltig evident from the available data ihat, physical
raggings of medivm rigour and high rigour, as
classified by us. had been perpeirated main'y on
the male students of our sample Female students
- geem to have Leen more fortunate than their
counterparts, for being not at the receiving end
of the forms of physical rag.ings, classified by us.
The fact that 44% of the females had responded
positively for the last two items of physical rag

(high rigour), namely ‘forced to do things agpinst

wish’, and ‘do taings deviating from norma’ oatierns
of bshaviou: shows that some sort of ph, sice: rag

. had been perpetrated on the fair sex, by their
own members, the details of which we were unable
t> elucidate during the courss of our study:

Many factors contributing towards the practice
and the perpetuation of ragging in the university
were observed by us, during the course of this
survey.

The ragging pericd in the university is a time when
a process of socisl interaction take place between
two groups of University students, viz. students who
had already een familiar with the university life
(the senio’s) andthe new entrants, who are mostly
—_ . iptal strangers (the freshmen. to the university
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This process ends with the familiarisation of tha
two gronps which thersafter intermingle as cne
student ¢ smmunity. During this period of interaction.
the majc 'ity senior student greup with a sub-cu.ture
of its o m, dominates the minority ‘iresher’ group,
who in—heir entirety form a group in one sense
only, i. . being new entranis to the university-

The e ~ior students during the 'ragging period’
appear to a't together as ‘one group' (an in—
group) versus. ‘he fresher out—group either actively
taking partin the ragging of latter group, or choos-
ing to be reticent on what is going on around
them. The majority of the freshers, on the other-
hand, suffer from an anxiety arising from an im-
pending danger of an imminent rag by the se :i-
ors, and are willing to submit themssives to aay
form of oppression- No fresher student urder such
circumstances would like to make any complaint
against their oppressors, fearing that the consequ-
ences of such an act would subsequently prove

' to be disastrous. A group of ‘freshmen’ in our
interviews revealed that they had been warned by
their seniors that the University statf members,

in-luding the Deans of the Faculties, are in favour
of ra- - ng, and hence any complaint against the
seniors would prove to be useless They had further
added, that the seniors will have a chance of be-
coming members of statf as assistant lecturers,
tutors, instructors and demonstrators. and they
could "pay off old scorers' if any complaints were
ma ie against them on account of ragging. There
is a very good chance for the members of the
dominant group fo resort to acis of aggrsssion
under such conditions:

It was observed that single members, too, of
the dominant senior students group, indulge in
ragging ‘freshers’ in groups or individuallyy, We
notice that such ragging is facilitated by,
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(&) the inability of the freshmen to identify their
OpPTEessors,

(b) ‘the anxiety shown by the freshmen towards
ragging: ;

This type of ra ‘ging by individual senic’s =ould

provide persons with sadistic .1ental mak —up with

an opportunity tc satisfy their otherwise , Jormant

desires.

Ragging has also been a long-8 n<ling and
die-hard practice, the continuity of which in this
residential university, appear to have been sustained
unbroken throughout ‘its histery. This practice now
appears to have taken the shape of a custom, hard
to be eradicated by punitive regulations. There is
a qereral tendency for those who undergo the
experience of being ragged, to inflict the same
on othzrs ®)

The ragging period ssems to provide a very
good opportunity for the student leaders to canvass
for their future political supporters. It is a’ time
when, they could experiment various methods of

_ mapvassing through ragoing. Hence, senior students
—who are actively involved in party-politics show a
keen interest in the new entrants, during this
period. : o

Most verbal as well as physical types of ragding
observed and enlisted by ug, centre around sexusl
themes and sex acts. Exposure of genital organs
and simulation of sex acts by the victim, whiles
satisfying o the aggressor, seem to provide him
with a good opportunity to bring the latter to
complete submission. This behaviour no doubt
ratlect a reaction -f the youth to the rigid soci-
otal regulations governing social interaction bat-
ween m-n and women: The youth brought up under
strict parental control and rigid social norms seem
to revolt against such restrictions in a collective.
way in a place where. their life stvle parmits rela-
tively greater independence.
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We also noticed a tendency for Sinhalesz stu-
dents tc rag the Sinhalsse, and Tamil students to
rag the Tamils. This would pro-ably be due to,

(@) 1w\ of c-mpetence, in each othei’s languages
or { and the li" k .ancuage, .

(b} fea. of comr.anal ciashes:

However, v -came acro:s som2 Tamil students who
had been ma.'e to memorise some Sinhalese poems
on vulgar themes. On the contrary, the reverse
of this. was not obs=rved, which could probably
be due to, a fear on the part of the minority
community to practise the same on the members
of the majority community.

During the ragging season in the university.
the Vice-Chancellor the Deans of the Faculiies, the
-Student Counsellors, the Wardens of the Halls of
Residence and the security psrsonnel go through
a most difficult period of time: they have to pro-
tect every newlv admitted student aga‘nstpossible
harassment by rhe seniors, during day and night.
while allowing them to take part in the day-to-day
aciivities of the wuniversity. This task is however
rends - 1 most difficult. if not impossible, by the
fact tha! it is not practicable for ths above uni-
versity authorities to keep close watch on thousands
of seniors who could prey on a Iresher at any
time and any place. Even when such instances are
detected, the victims themselves, for fear of pos-
sible conseaquences, do not furnish any information
which would lsad 1o the identification of the guilty.
While many verbal as well as physical raggings hence
pass unnoticed, or interpreted as "‘friendly discuss-
ions'’, by freshers and the seniors, when detected,
oniy those exireme cases that result in physical
harm are taken serious notice of. Even regarding
such cases, the tendency is for the victims to
‘withhold any information leading to identification
of the gquilty, The university authorilies are thus
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placad in a very awkward position in which they
have to encounter the critical public op.nion on
the one hand and the peculiar in‘er-rel tionship
between the seniors and the freshers d sscribed
above, on the other. :

Conclusion:
e

4 significant finding is that a -aggine relation-
ship’ had existed between the seniot <=~ £ ssher
students at the commencement of ’‘ne academic
year, in which, this study was conducted. This
finding highlights the fact that deterrent punish-
ment has a superficial effect. if any on eradica-
ting the practice and perpetuation of ragging.
Ragging is perpetuated as a long-standing and
die-hard custom. Male as well as female university
undergraduates indulge in the practice of ragging
while the more rigorous physical ragging is inflic-
ted by the male raggers. Muilifarious factors (for
e- g : cultural sociological and psychological )} con-
tributing to the practice and perpetuation of this
phenomenon can be identified. Research work aimed

~a. understanding these factors, rather than ad hoc

punitive measures seems to be the answer to this
much vexed problem of the university ‘outh‘in
this country: =
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20.5.75,

Ragging at Peradenwa" Five in: *osp*tal CDN,
20.5-75. = '

Poor administration blamed for stud’ent inciisci-
pline: CDN, 21.575.

Economist outlines causas of indiscipline. CDN,
P e A

Susoension for ‘rag’ otfenders — Campus chief,
CDN. 22.5.75.

More maths teachers describe ragging. CDN,
27.595:

Deatervent punishment only answer to ragging:
CDN, 29,5,75.

“’Staffers not concerned about student welfare'’.
b ) S T LS i T

Suicide bid by Perademya undergrad Cer NF s.Mag.

. 1/6.75:

Campus girl's fall from top floor CDN, 2..{_;.'?5-

‘Country pays for their tution and upkeap 'Under-
grads must realise this: Prof: CDN, 2:6Y75.

‘Delinite evidence of ragging’. CON 3.6 75,

Parents wonder why sensible suggestion was
ignored. Cey. Obs, 46 75.

'Undergrad’s head bashed against wall"
Cey.0bs. 4.6.75.

Another undergrad in hospital, CDN 4.6.75 (with
sub titles: Peradeniva Campus — 20 undergrads

suspended; Vidyalankara -~ Three student leaders
sackaed: Suspended for three years)
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 36.

25, Peradeniya C&mpus head replaced. Police to e
moved in CDN, 5.6.75 (with sub titie: Ragging un-
belie- ably crude, says student’ .

26. Rag- eaders should be psycho-analysed - Doctor,

: CDN, 6.6.75.

27. Mini ter visits Rvba in Kandy Hospital-

3 Cey 'bs. Mag. 8. .75.

28. Dete; vant pur‘.ament not the answer to ragging
- € wr-~",-CDN, 11.6.75.

29. Kaady — 16 undergrads suspended; Kattubedda

— four suspended. CDN, 12.6.75.

30. Fight senior undergrads on bail over ragging.
CDN, 20.6.75.

31. I'm ashamed to table ragging report — Minister-
CDN, 3-7-75. (with sub tiile: V;dyalankam — Twelve
sacked, 3 suspended ).

32, Raggers will be debarr:d for life. Commission
recommends. CDN, 3.7.75.

33. Ragging ban well received — Minister CDN 4.7.75

34. Kularatne report! Govt. to print 10,000 copies.
'Sick symptom of discontent’. Cey. Obs. Mag. 6-7-7% _

35. Ragging must go or the University: PM. CDN,7-7-75
Trea: ment abroad for Rupa? CDN, 9-7-75

37- Uocw~'s comments on Kulara'tne'report- Cey.
Obs. Mag. 13-7-75.

38. Campus must be -rid of mischiaf makars.

; — Dr. Mahmud. CDN, 15-7-75

39. Rag report with certain deletions CDN, 13-7-75

40. Ragying report: Minister to decide form of
publication CDN, 19-7-75.

41. British Dons shocked at ‘degeneratad’ rags
Cey. obs. Mag. 27-775

Year 1976
42. Kularatne report to go up in fle mes. Honey,

24-—-30 Dec. 197€



47.

48.
49,

50.

513)
Year 19'?8
43+ Tafina campus undergrads suspendec‘
CDN, 25.8978.
44, "No more Ragging in Universities" Sur, 3.110.78
45. Ragging: Six more suspen-ed. CDN, 6. 0. 78.

51 undergrads suspended . g ragging. CDN,
14.10 78

Sordid ragging. ‘Weekend’ make - i___w' “ckinq
discovery. Weekend, 15.10.78. _

Instant probe on Campus Ragging Sun, 17: 10 78.
Top polzce team to probe Ragging. Sun, 18.10.78

Only 13 incidents of raqqmg says Campus
President. Why should the ‘cun’ set in Univer-
sity affairs? asks Kalpage- Sun, 18.10.78. :

51. No serious ragging at Peradeniya Campus-
— (Campus President. CDN, 17.10.78.

52. Pohca to probe reporis Df ragging at Peradanlya-
‘CDN, 18.10.78.

53. Rag- story aftermath; Kalpake cautions about

the press. Weekend, 22.10.78.

54, Ministry will act on Police Probe. 'ﬂeek"nd
29,10.78- :

Year 1979 £

55. Sordid ragging at Moratuwa varsity. DN 15-9-79

56.

(with sub title: I will take stern steps to stop
ragging—Minister)

Ragging raises its ugly head again: Sordid
incidents at Moratuwa. Sun 15-9-79

No ragging, say Student Councils. CDN,-26.9.79.

14 undergrads susoended CDN, 5-10- T9
Articles on ragging:

Contessions of an old Ragger: Cey. Obs. Mag.
15.6.75.

Ragging and women. Sunday Times 8.7. ?%
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AR

64.

65.

.. Dr. Carlo Fonseka on the rag Cey. Obs. 8.8.75,

Don't iry to stonewall, Sun 21.10.78.

Univarsity Ragging — No right o interiere
waek :nd 22-10-78. :

Varsi’y ragging - a sign of moral deg:adation.
Independent 17 11-78. x

is*" '20 V- _oto stop raggvng'P CDN, 27-9-79.

Letters o the Jditor:

6.,

€7,
€8.

69.

70.

71

72

Depraved ragging (by a graduate) CDN, 9-3-73.
B. A. (Hooting) (by Lord Karma) CDN, 12.7.75

Serdid ragging — where? (by Fresher Women
students, Peradeniya Campus}CDN, 21.10.78.

Sordid ragging — (letters by A. G. G, Perera,

_Dr. M. 5., and A. Seneviraineg) Weekend, 22.10.78.

RS R RIS

Saame on Ragging (by Andrew Scott) Sun 3.10.79

Peradeniya: A Rag (letters by Dr. G. A. L. Perera,
R- T. Jayatilleke, and Bernard Dharmaratne) Sun
24-10-78.

Sordid raagging ~ detiers by O- C. de Alwis,
Nihe" W*jesingha, J. C. W. Silva, T. N. Nichelas
ar'i K. G. de Abrew) Weekend 5:11.78.

Newspaper editorials on the subiject: Some selected
samples are as follows:

Those rags CDN, 2.3.73

A little light. CDN, 6.3.73.
Campus inquiry. CDN, 26.3.73.
Stop. it. CDN, 22-11-73.

- Inqguire and act- CDN, 3-3-75.
Perveried initiation. CDN, 24.4.75
For considered action CDN, 7-6-75
Ragging, Tribune, 14-6-75
Ragging, Tribune, 21-6-75 £t

10- Learn or depart. SUN, 17-10-78
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Sessional Faper No. XI—1075 Report ef the
Commissien of Inguiry iate "ragging” it Vid-
yalankara Campus of the University of Sr_Lanks,
July 1975 (Kularatne Commigsion Repord. Go it

Press, Colombe. -

Et our teqgular interview du ing the cc arse of
the ra 1ging period, ‘we notic. 1 the waning of
anxiaty shown towards ragging b, *he frshmen
in the “sample group, some of ¥Howm ated
that they found ragging as 'fun’. Many odhers
said that the more thsey exzperienced ragging
the better they enjoved it. Others felt that
ragging had beccme stale, because it was the
came thing repested on them. Asked whether
they would like to rag freshers in the follow-
- ing year, some replied in the affirmaiive while
others had reservations as to what they would |
be dcing a year later. A very few, many .  of
whom girls, cenjirmed that they w1h not indulge
in ragging athers. -

£ % % ¥ % X
APPENDIX I

Ragging — Praliminary Questionnaive -

L

Are you all worried about ragging? (ves/no)

If yes, why are vou worried about ragging?

Describe it in few sentences.

How did you arrived at the university?

(@) Were you accomponied by anyone? If so, whoy

(b) Did you arrange with anyone at varsity to heip
you with your arrvival at the hall?

Did vou discuss ragging with other freshers?
Were you discussing it, individully or collectlvaly'?
Do you like to be ragged?

Do you approve of ragging of any sort?
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9 Are you worried that senior (boys/girls) will rag
you? -

o (a) Have you moved around the campus premis

- ses alone?
-b)  If not, why?

11 Do you strongly ieel that, you should be protected
against any * rm of ragging, by the university
antboritiesf and security service?

12 ¢ ..omen:on the statement:

Any uttiversity student who engages himself/her-
self in raggina should be severely punished.

strongly ._agreéfagree!neutrglfdisag-resfst:onglv disagree

APPENDIX 11

Raggmg Second qucstmnnaare, at the end of the

“ragging period”.

1. Were you subjected to ragging? (yes/no)
2, 1f yes, were you subjected to ragging,
{1) in your room __(b) in ‘a senior’s room
(c) in an unknown place (d) in public
: places. -
3. According to your op1mon. how many times
were you ragged? =
{a) 0=5 (.b) 6—10 (c) 11—15 (d) above 15
4.- Were you snbjected to the following forms of
ragging? (yes/no)
a) harsh interrogations
 b) scolding in filth
c) having to learn wvulgar poems [ verses/
literature.
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d) to éebaxe on *mdccent tO‘IJlCSI
"""e) aq&é’ﬁ to wear ?. Tt
: f) perform "dlpé’ A e i ‘.,
-g)campus ctcidé‘}” anE
h)stripped “Hulty 1 parﬂ\

1) perfor m cxuuhxron

' removal of hKair: .

1) eat left over mieals “of J@‘thera. 5

1) eat from the plate: of anati}e-r-{resh'e‘r. A4,
. m) lsecp the plate-en the head and

n} “seHolarahip?y o ket

o) demonstration of mdm:eni. belnv’fﬁuf

A

- : “A{write.

D) ;vi-'riting an indecent . letter foa é&ogel-y
related person. :

q! manual work for seniof studf,nts

r) any belongings taﬁp by gﬁemorq.

s} forced to do thmgs against yorr. wish,
such as smoking etc. K

S

t) saluting. .
A .

~u) do things deviating fror the normal pat-
terns of behaviour; e.ge cycling in a

chair; “campus chalr”‘ play games with
-out ball)

v) any others (pleace specify).

6. How do you feel now about ragging,

(a) Is it something to be dreaded about?
_ (yes/no)
(b) It net, is i1 just fun?
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10,

11.

Abeut how many senior students have you
come closely since coming to the campus?

a) 0=10 b) 11 20 c¢) 21—30 d) above 80 -

Ho v many senior students have you come to
know very clcsely as a result of their rage

ging you?

a)O 1f‘ b) 11—20 &) 21—30 d) above 30

will you Tag frec,‘]ers next vear? (yes/no)

Do you shave: any idea as to the studentsof

which faculty ragged vou most? {write — Arts
| Science / Engmeenm | Agriculture / Medical)

How " rﬂa.ny times did yon 2o home after
Coming': to residence?

v y,_og_have 'fg_one‘, why was it for? (write).
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