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FOREWORD

The Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah
(Lectuter, Theological College of Lanka. Pilimatalawa)

“The Judgment of eternity will correct
the Judgment of time”. said William
Barclay. It is therefore extremely difficult
to assess and to evaluate the life of a
person here in time. knowing that every-
thing may be corrected in eternity. It
is with that sense of uncertainty that one
can be certain of what one says about
the other. Here is an aitempt to deal
wijth the life and work of the Rev. K.
S. Jeyasingam. It is my privilege (o write
this Foreword to this collection of articles
which appear under the caption ““The
Last of the Kingsburys™.

Mr. K. Nesiah who writes the Intro-
ductory article analyses very beautifully
the singular contribution of the American
Missionaries to the development of the
North, through the Batticotta *eminary
and the Uduvil Girls’ School. He speaks
of a threefold contribution-of producing
classical scholars; of ushering in an erd
of writings, whizh commenced in the nine-
teenth century and the emergence of a
new English educated middle class taking
leadership over from the former feudal
land-owning aristocracy.

In all these three fields the Kings-
burys’ role was a bigone. It iscertainly
there that the Rev. J. K. Sinnathamby
broke new ground, when his outatanding
qualities of leadership went beyond the
Church boundaries. Jeyasingam followed
in the foot steps of his father.

Our revered Bishop Kulandran, under
whom Jeyasingam served for practically
the whole
the central “Memoir” on Jeyasingam &s
one who had the practical ability to solve
almost any problem. In Jeyasingam there
was a Christian leader who listened

of his Episcopate wriies

with revercnee and spoke with courage,
He certainly possessed qualities of leader-
ship. Bishop Ambalavanar’s article is a
useful supplement to Bishop Kulandran’s.

Like his father, Jeyasingam was alse
a Schoel Manager. What Uduvil owes to
his wise leadership and able management
is indicated in the touching tribute by
Mrs. Saraswathy Somasundaram. The
wheels of Uduvil ran smooth under Jeya-
singam’s leadership.

Other contributions, pictures and
material add weight to the nature and
depth of Jeyasingam’s spiritual commit-
ment, which manifested itself in many
ways.

A. S. Kanagaratnam’s is that of an
“outsider”, so far as the Church is
concerned. He was a close life-long
friend of Jeyasingam and his article
is therefore a friend’s assessment of a
friend.

The concluding tribute of the specially
contributed articles in this collection is
from the Rev. Wesley Ariarajah, from
his desk at the W, C. C. Gepeva. Appro-
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priately it is a tribute to Jeyasingam
Pothakar at his home, and a Pothakar
at homes wherever he was.

No tribute to Jeyasingam‘s life and
ministry could be zdequately paid with-
otit an equally or even more commend-
able tribute being paid to his wife
Marjorie, who s an outstanding and loyal
companion helped Jeyasingam in his
tasks. She herself, with her
charm and characteristic smile, devotion
and determination, contributed to a
dynamic Women’s movement within the
€. 8. I. €hurch.

manifold

Personally, T owe much to Jeyasingam.
I saw in him a good pastor, a good
administrator and above all a good friend.
thirty years of association with
him as a colleague in the Lord’s service,
though in different denominations, has
helped me a great deal

ministry.

Nearly

in my own

An article in Tamil brings out the
fact that Jeyasingama and Marjorie were

iy

friends of the Christa Seva Ashram, and
seldom missed events there. Rev. Sevak
Sam Alfred’s article in English shows

how clese Jeyasingam was to the Ashram

and how coneerned with its missien,

But. it is difficult to make a book
comiprehensive énough to ¢over all aspects
of the work of an active minister and
of his devoted wife.

Yet, though not a full record this

brief study will remind generations to
come of the significant role of this out
standing Kingsbury and his gifted partner
in the life of the C.S.l. Church and
its manifold activities during an eventful
era in its history.-

We release this velume in the hope
that it will be an act of thanksgiving
to God and an inspiration and challenge
to its readers.

‘To live in the hearts of those left
behind, is not to die’

0
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PREFACE

Ever since the Rev. Kingsbury Sinna-
thamby Jeyasingam died, there have been
numerous requests from friends, parish-
foners and friends over.eas for some
tangible miemorial to him. Many sugges-
fior's were madé too, but there was a
natural reluctance on the part of the family
to embark on any projéct which could
unwittingly exaggerate the human element
dand undermine the very ideals the Rev.
Jeyasingham himself stood for. There was
also some concern as to whether these
reguests might not be the result of a
sudden upsurge of emotion following the
uiitiniely loss of one who had so greatly
éidedred himself to them.

While we make no apology for this
publication, we are heartened by the fact
that these rcquests have been persistent,
which depicts the stature of the man who
in‘ His° Ministry touched the hearis of
young and old, rich- and poor without
distinction and served them in'true humility
and’ godly love.

The book, which is not a Biography
in the strict sense of the word, gives naver
theless a fair picture of thz period of
his youth from his formative years whew
he* had bat oneé single aim in life-which
was ‘to serve’ the Lord in the footsteps
of his illustrious father, and his later
life as a Minister in the C.S. I. deno-
mination.

At Jaffna College where he received
his secondary education, he was an ack-

nowledged student leader and was respected
by all as there was no taint of hypocrisy
or self-glorification in the causes he ex-
poused. It was due to his dedication to
a higher ecalling.

After he graduated from Bangalore
Theological College, his life’s course was
set. He rose to gredt heights as'a leader,
serving parishes with undiminished loyalty
and devotion, gathering together people
who had lest their religious affiliations
or mneglected their r:ligious obligations
through petty divisions and strife. The
book contains among others a contribution
from Bishop Kulandran, a revered intell-
ectual and Theologian with whom Rev.
Jeyasingam was associated during almost
the entirety of his career as a Minister.
It was a period of unprecedented growth
and expansion. It was also a period of
challenges az the book will reveal. In all
these, Rev. Jeyasingam’s skill and acumen
were utilised to the full by the Diocese.

Tributes have been paid in various
ways but the greutest contribution by which
be will be remembered will be his selfless
service to the Church and the community
at large. His memory will abide in the
minds of thousands ,whose lives were
enriched, borne out of his love for his
Master and concern for people.

Ernest Appadurai
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THE LAST OF THE KINGSBURYS

by

K. Nesiah

(Formerly Senior Lecturer in Education, University of Ceylon)

Wyravanathan (born ¢..1805) came
from a Hindu farming family of Chiru-
putty. He was one of the earliest stude-
nts of the Batticotta Seminary. He became
a Christian and was baptized with the
name of Cyrus Kingsbury. After comple-
ting his studies he was appointed a school
master under the American-Ceylon Missi-
on and then served the Mission as a
catechist. Meanwhile, he had married
Mary Dayton, a girl from a farming
family of Erlalai,. who was one of the early
students of Uduvil Girls’ Boarding 8chool
and converted to Christianity there with
this name. They were married at the
Uduvil Church in 1830. Five sons were
born to them: Charles Winslow Thamo-
theram, Edward Appucutti Kingsbury,
C. W. Eliyathamby, C. W. Chinnappa
and C. W. Nallathamby,

It would ‘not be an exaggeration to
say that the Western-American impact in
the North was a revelutionary one. In
the middle decades of the nineteenth
century, two institutions, more than any
other, madiated this influence—the Batti-
cotta Seminary (established 1823) and :the
Uduvil Girls’ Boarding School, {(established
1824)Bishop Kulandran haspointed out that
this tremendous and many sided upsurge
was due to the cross- fertilisation of
cuitures. We may here distinguish this
influence at three levels. Rao Bahadur
Chirupputty Wyravanathan Thamotheram-
pillai, in whose honour a Sri Lanka
postage stamp was issued last year, passed
out as one of the two graduates of
Madras in its initial year (1857) He had
received his entire educalion at the
Seminary. He it was who initiated the
Western style of editing ancient Tami]
classizs. There were other Tamil scholars

of eminence produced by the Batticotta
Seminary but Thamotherampillai was
the.most -outstanding. Incidentally, C. W.
Thamotherampillai became a Hindu while
in Madras, and gave up his baptisma
name. But, his son, Rev. Francis Kings
bury, remained a Christian and retained
his ,grandfather’s .baptismal name,

A ssecond field in which theinfluenc
of the ‘Seminary was felt was in'the field
of writing and ‘boek publication. No
doubt the Hollanders had set up'a printing
pressin 1736, with Sinhala and Tamil
types ‘east, ‘btit the publications were
limited to catechisms and the like. It is
with the scholarly writers produced by the
Seminary and the -establishment of the

American Ceylon Mission Press that there
was a book explosion in Jaffna, both in

Tamiland in English. Francis Kingsbury was
one .of -the Kingsburys who contributed
to this in our own time.

The -third field .in which the Semi-
nary (and other ‘Educationdl institutions
Christian and non-Christian) played =
significant role -was the creation of a
new -English-educated middle-class leader-
ship which gradually teok .over from
the former caste-bound landed aristocracy.
The producis of these institutions
began to -enier new  professions
unknown to the old wvocabulary. For
example, when Dr. Samuel Green opened
the country’s first Medical School at
Manipay in 1848, using the Tamil medium
and translating some ten books on Medi-
cine and Surgery into Tamil, Medical men
went from there to all parts of Ceylon,
to South India and Malaya (The Ceylon
Medical College took over Medical
Education enly in 1870), Unlike the
Dutch, the new Christian instituiions




opewcd their doorsto all, irrespeetive of
religion and caste, and thus premoted
social mobility and a more equal society.
The Kingsbury Wyravanathan family - if
any family-provides a good example of
the impact of the new educational system
in these three directions. Just to list
the five sons of Kingsbury Wyravanathan:

(1) Rae Bahadur C. W. Thamothe-
rampillai B. A, B. L., High-Ceurt Judge;
Chief Examiner in Tamil, Madras Uni-
versity; Editor and author of several
books.

(2) Edward Appucutti Kingsbury,
Professor of Tamil, Mathematics and
Astronomy, Batticotta Seminary and Jaffna
College. Allen Abraham B. A., FRAS,
his distinguished pupil.

(3) C. W. Eliyathamby, qualified as
Accountant in Madras, served as Accoun-
tant in Rangoon.

(4) C. W. Chinnappa,served asEngi-
neer under the Government of Madras.

(5) Dr. C. W. Nallathamby B. A,
M. B. C. M, Government Medical Officer,
Madras.

Among grand children and great
grand-children are fairly well - known
names: Rev. Francis Kingsbury, Willie
Kingsbury, formerly of the Colembo
Y.M.C.A., B. R. Devarajan formerly
of the C.C.S and later of the U. N..
It isj] pucutti Kingsbury, among the
soms who carried the Kingsbury name; his
two sens were known ae Joseph Kings-
bury Sinnathamby and Benjamin Kings.
bury Vijaya. We may add that Ponnama
who married thaRev. Canon S. 8. Somasun-
daram was one of the grand - daughters
of Appucutti Kingsbury, while Punitham
whe married M. Tiruehelvam. Q. C. was
a areat grand-daughter.

FThe Rev. Joseph Kingsbury Simna-
thamby (b. 1875), whc graduated in 1900,
carried the Kingsbury name as well as any
other of the family. As a youug graduate
he served a year in a Jaffna College
Student Missicn in Seuth India, then

served on the staff of Jaffna Cellege
for a few years. He joined the C.S8.1.
Ministry in 1908 and was ordained the
following year. With™ his qualities ef
leadership, he broke new ground. He was
General Manager of the Mission Schools,
19:3-1924. From 1921 till he passed
away in 1731, he was elected over and
over again as Chairman of the Jaffna
Council of the S.I. U. C. He was for
several years on the Board of Jaffna
College. His interests and leadership
went beyond the walls of the Churches.
He was the first unofficial Chairman of
the Chavakachcheri Village Committee.
He helped to spread the young Coopera-
tive Movement in the North. It is said
that the Chavakachcheri Government
Hospital is a monumont to his untiring
efforts to secure medical facilities for
this urban-rural area. The Sinnathamby
Training 8chool for Teachers, now absor-
bed in the Government Training College
in the North, is too a tribute to his
interest in a qualified profession of
teachers. The Kingsbury name, it may
be said, found in him its fecus and
fulfilment,

J. K. Sinnathamby’s daughter by his
first marriage, Kirupai Acca, was an
untiring social worker, while her husband
K. S. Saravanamuthu may be regarded as
the builder of modern Drieberg College,
Chavakachcheri. He had a daughter and a
son by the second marriage. His secend
son-in-law, Vallipuram Ponnusamy was
a big facter in the Cooperative Movement
of the North,

Kingsbury Sinnathamby Jeyasingam,
it may be said, shared with his father
some cf his leadership qualities. Truly,
in some measure, a chip of the old bleck!
If I am not mistaken, the last limeal
descendant of Cyrus Kingsbury Wyrava-
nathan, on the male side to bear the
ancestral name. He has borne it wel]
and left a large legacy of good will
to the entire clan.

[ 3
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THE REV. K. S. JEYASINGAM
A MEMOIR

The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran
( Former Bishop of the Jaffna Diocsse of the C. 8. L. )

I believe the first time I saw Jeya-
singam was at his father’s funeral in June
or July 1931, at which he was creating
a great hullaballo, vituperating against
the physicians who had treated his father.
It did not strike him that his grievance
lay against the circumstances that pre-
vailed at the time, and not against persons
who had treated him. The case was for
a surgeon, Dr. Jameson the mission
surgeon was on furlough and no other
surgeon was available; the physicians
who treated the Rev. J. K. Sinnathamby
were helpless. I asked an eminent surgeon
some years ago what chances of survival
a person suffering frem that condition
now had, he said <100%”, that is, at the
hands of a surgeon; at the hands of a
physician he would have none now as in
1931. So Jeyasingam’s grievance was
against circumstances.

In 1933, I was at the Alaveddy church
in more than one sense. That is, I was
in charge of the cburch and was also
living in it (but sleeping in the vestry),
as the parsonage was just being completed.
Jeyasingam was preparing, 1 think for
the Senior Cambridge and since his mother
was from Alaveddy, she used to send him
to me for tuition in English,

One day I was reading with Jeyasingam
John Keats’ “Ode to the Nightingale”,
wlich is one of the sublimest poems in
the English Language. Rudyard Kipling
has said of some lines in it that is hardly
given to any mam born en earth to write
such words. In that poem occurs the
words,

O for a beaker full of the warm South
Full of the true blushful Hippecrene

That I might drink, and leave the
world unseen.
Jeyasingam listened patiently to my
reading and exposition and at the end
asked *-So, it is a cup of wine he wants?”.

1 was astounded. *‘Is this all he could
get out of the poem?”, 1 asked myself.

I was not aware at the time that I
was running up against one of Jeyasingam’s
basic characteristics -a atrong anti = in-
tellectualistic and pragmatic attitude to
life. Mr. J. V. Chelliah, a former Vice-
Principal of Jaffna College, used to say
that it was se with his father also.

An inability to appreciate poetry may
appear a defect in a studemt of litera-
ture, but can it be considered a funda-
mental defect? I do not think Henry Ford
was a warm admirer of poetry. I
recently heard of a Doctor in the Medical
Faculty of a University, hearing some
talk of Shakespeare, asking ‘“What is
Shakespeare?””. The story may be apocry-
phal, but the faet that it could be told
is significant. I myself consider anti -
intellectualism a grave gap in a person;
but a few years ago, a very eminent
engineer boasted to me that he did net
have a single book in his office; yet he
had risen to eminence.

1 was erdained en 3rd Jume 1933,
The previous night Jeyasingam had brought
a dozen companions from Jaffna Cellege

3



and spent the morning in sweeping and
cleaning up the compound feor the
ceremony in the afiernoom ; for Ordina-

tions in those days took place in the
afterncons

In April 1934, I was standing at
the bedside of Mr.J, N. Appadurai, who
was dying and leaving behind a girl of
thirteen years of age to take charge of
his five or six other children. We were
wondering what was going to happen to
those children. In my *“‘History of Jaffna
College”, 1 have said, *“How in the
circumstances, the family made good is
one ef the epios of modern times’”, It
was rumoured that K. S. Jeyasingam was
interesied in the thirteen year old girl,

How one could be interested in a
thirteen year old girl is a mystery; but
that 1s exactly what happened to a cousin
of his (of less than that age). Before
the turn of the century, a young man
pamed S.S. Somasundaram (later Canon
Somasundaram) then a student of Jaffna
College, became interested in the very
young grand daughter of his tutor and
married her in 1904. If the history of
the Appadurai family is an epie, Jaya-
singam certainly had a basd in levering
that epic.

By 1935 Jeyasingam had decided for
the ministry and had qualified academically
Since there was no Worker at Kudathanai,
the Church Council decided to put Jeya.
singam there for three months. I was
Pastor of Chavakachcheri then and was
responsible for that church. I remember
driving there with Jeyasingam during the
rainy months of the year, in the company
of his brether-in-law, V. Ponnusamy. On
our way back, Ponnusamy shot a number

of wild foul and dumped the whole thing
on me. They were of no usc to me,

since 1 was a vegetarian then.
In 1936 Jeyasingam and 1 were

preparing for the Bangalore Theological
Celiege Entrance Examination. We had

no idea what the questions would be like
and, therefere, had te go into a number
of details in the Old Testament. Jeyasingam
was highly intrigued by one Sanballat,
whe tried to prevent the Jews from re-
building the Temple of Jerusalem, after
the Babylonian captivity.

By 1938 Jeyasimgam was safely
ensconced at Bangalore; and in December
of the year, I had to attend the meeting
of the International Missionary Council
to be held in Madras. What was a dis-
tance of 200 miles? So I did a trip to
Bangalore to see how Jeyasingam was
getting on. Since I was finding the tempe-
rature in Seuth India colder than I had
expected, Jeyasingam borrowed a flannel
shawl for me from one of his friends,
which I wore throughout the Conference,
and am sorry to say retained for another
two years.

At Bangalore, he gained great fame
as the producer of (and an actor in) a
play entitled **The Dowry Hunter’’, which
he himself had written up on the basis
of the well knewn Ceylon play, ““He Comes
from Jaffna. The success of the play
was so sensational, that he was called
on to stage it in Madras also.

Arx the General Transfer of Workers
in 1939, I was appointed Evangelistic
Worker (in addition to my other duties)
and I insisted that 1 should be given
an assistant and that the next man
coming from Bangalore should be put on to
me. But when Jeyasingam arrived from
Bangalore in 1940, the Church Council
coolly tried to put him in Delft. Sinee
by now I had also become President of
the Church Council, I could insist on
the resolution of the previous year that
ke should be given to me,

1 was then Pastor of the Erlalaj
churches and was residing at North
Erlalai. In May of the year the Rev.

L1

B

=



)i

be

R. C. P. Welch, the Esecutive Officer of
the Council, and the Rev. B. C. D. Mather,
the Secretary. came and duly installed
him at Erlalai. So Jeyasingam was
staying with me for a month or two.
In the meantime the congregation at
South Erlalai. was clamouring that the
Pastor should Live ah:mntivciy at North

and South Erlalai; so | shifted to South
Erlalai, leaving Jeyasingam at North
Erlalai.

Early in 1941, there was an 3.C.M,
Conference at Point Pedro and Jeyasingam
was strutting about with a radiant face,
wearing a gold-laced shawl. And the
story spread that he was engaged to
Marjorie Appadurai. Sydney Bunker came
to me and said, “How happy I am,
what a ceuple they will make”. A long

courtship had been finally clinched; what
had been a private confidential matter
had now become a publicly recognised
relationship.

The Rev. Henry Peto, Principal ef
St. Jehn’s College had died in 1940.
He had left behind a small car and his
successor wanted to sell it to a minister.
Hewever, most ministers at that time
would not dabble with the ownership of
cars big or small; and Jeyasingam
bought it early in 1941, I think. for
Rs. 200/-. I believe, it was a Morris
Minor.

In fact, Jeyasingam was accustomed
to nothing but cars for his movements
through iife. 1 wonder if he ever walked
more than a mile at any time. Whenever
he eame to me, my daughter, then a
little child, would exclaim ¢The small
Pastor has come in the Peto car’”. He
must have sold that car long ago; but
through life he always travelled about
in a car of the same size and sort,

In May 1941, <the exigencies of
service’” requircd that I should go to
Vaddukoddai, and it was required that

Jeyasingham also should shift to Uduvil,
as Assistant Pastor. I could offieially
take charge of the new church only at
the beginning of May; but Jeyasingham
insisted that I should solemnize his
marriage at Vaddukoddai in April. For-
tunately Vaddukoddai was then without
a Pastor, the Rev. R. C. P. Welch having
shifted to Uduvil solely to devote his
time to his duties as the Executive
Officer.

It aas been said that “romantic love’;
was an invention of Middle Ages. This
is net altogether true. What about the
(illicit) love of Paris for Hellen which
“launched a thousand ships  against
Ilium 27 What about Dido’s love for
Aeneas, as portrayed by Virgil? And
what about Damayanti’s leve for Nalan
in our own classics? 1 am leaving the
Ramayana out of account, because the
choiee of Rama was because of his
strength.

Anyway, romantic love has become
the normal basis of marriage now in the
West, theugh our own young people in
Higher Educational centres are showing
a tendency towards its adoption in pre-
ference te the “‘patriarchal system™ of
arranged marriages. In many cases,
hewever, they are showing a regrettable
desire to combine what is best in the
Weslern system with what is worst in
the Eastern system by demanding also
a eonsiderable dowry. They will, ofcourse,
hold that they are net responsible for
it, but the parents.

Marjorie was one of the sweetest
girls I have knmown, with whom it was
well worth falling in love ; and if Jeya-
singam had not come in first, sombody
gelse would socon have done it. But
nobedy could have done it to thc same
egree ; to him she was all ; Jeyasingam’s
love for Marjorie was an incandescent
flame that never flickered or waned, and




ever shone with the same brightness,
nrot mergly till she passed away, but till
he himself passed away. Jeyasingam’s love
for Marjorie was one of the greatest love
stories of all times.

So on the 6th of April 1941, 1
solemnized the wedding at the Vaddu-
koddai Church. One of the poignant
features of the ceremouy was the younger
brother (Ernest) having to give away the
bride. With the marriage over, all
peignancy departed from the Appadurai
famiiy. There was now a head of the
family, quite capable of taking charge
of matters and his extremely pragmatic
abilities would hereafter undergird the
well-being  of the family. Also where-
ever a particular member ¢f the family
might hereafter live, there would be a
place they could call their “home’.

In the Gencral Transfers of 1943 he
and I became neighbours; he was posted
to Navaly and 1 to Araly. Between the
two stations the distance across the fields
was less than three miles; so my wife
and I made it a habit to pay them
regular visits taking this shert-cut. It
was when he was at Navaly that he was
ordained i 1944,

At Navaly I was surprised to find
a large number of standard cultural
boeks in Marjorie’s library. Since 1
was now President of the Church Council
and Executive Officer, I could go as far
as giving orders. So I asked Marjorie
to make Jeyasingam read seme of those
books. 1 am certain Marjoric must have
made the suggestion occasionally; but |
am also equally certain that Jeyasingam
consisteutly disregarded 1t,

In the meantime, there had come
a growing feeling that something should
be dene about eur Christians who went to
Celombo, and finding no church of our
own, joined other denominations, and
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became perwanently lost to us. As early
as 1932, Mr, J. C. Amarasingam had
submitted a memerandum on the subjeet
to the Executive Committee of the
Church Ceuncil. but it had been
turned down, the American Missionaries
being its chief eopponents. In 193§,
however, the Council sent a Deputation
te our ouistation members in the import-
ant centres of the Island; and the
depuiation came back with the feeling
that some action was necessary, as far
as Colombo was concerned.

So in 1943 the Rev. G. M. Kanaga-
ratnam was sent to round up our people
in Colombe, and hc did goeod work. In
the Geperal Transfer of 1:47, it was
felt that the time had ceme for the
work to be taken up more seriously,
and the Rev. K. § Jeyasingam  wss
posted to Colombo. He decided that
the best way to organise a church was
te swart a Hostel for young men. As a
preliminary, it was a good step and
much progress in the matter was made
and an incipient church was got going.

Though without a regular congregation
Jeyasingam had a sufficient base to
organise a grand reception for me, when
1 went to Colombo afjer my consecratien
as Bishop in 1947. D. T. Niles used to
say the enly pathetic thing about the
function was Jeyasingam in a black suit
( which had belonged te the Rev. Francis
Kingsbury and had been cut down to
size ) in the sweltering heat of Colombo
at the time.

A Hostel is a difficolt problem to
tackle : the management, the discipline, the
finances, the atmosphere to be maintained
etc. So in the end the Hostel had io be
given up.

Therefore, it had te be aregular
church; but we had no building of our
own. We had high-powered talks with
the Methodists about some method by
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which we could use the Methodist Church
in Wellawatte and yet ensure that the two
denominations retained their separate
identitiss. I remember we put forward
about five alternative plans all of which
were brusquely turned down by the
Wellawaite Methodist leaders. So finally,
we oamac to an agrecmont with the
Duteh Reformed €Church by which we
could use their newly built church at
Wellawatte.

Once the plam bad been settled upon
Jeyasingam had no difficulty in organi-
ging his church. Se in 1949 there was
a ceremony for the formal recognition
of his church as one of t.e constituent
churches of the Diocese. The Diocese
sent up a considerable deputation to be
present on the occasion,

Jeyasingam now had an opportunity
to suit his talents. It also happened
that he had some extremely capable
singers and musicians versed in Carnatic
music: Ranjitham Ariadurai, Pusbpam
Gunasingam and Miss. Sherrad; and
the singing and instrumental music in the
Colombo church reached a legendary
level. He was, therefore, able to arrange
regular programmes for his church with
The Radio Ceylon. In all respects, he
tried to reproduce the Jaffna pattern of
church worship; and Jaffna Christians in
Colombo found it a haven of refuge.
So successful was he in building up our
work in Colembo that at the time of
Riots of 1983, our Colombo church was
not merely our biggest, but far and
away our best church- So pleased was
the Diocese with his work that the
Diocese “repeated” him in Celombo for
another term, ( But this was not the
only task in which he was repeated; he
was repeated in Evangelism also ). He
came back from Colombo to Jaffna in
1955,

But Jaffna people in their migratory
habits had not stopped merely with other

parts of Ceylon. Many of our Christians
were settled in Malaya. We could not
do with a distant country like Malaya
what we could do with Colombo; but
some attention to the matter was deemed
necessary. Particularly during the Japanese
occupation of the country during the War,
many Jaffna people had begun to wender
whether they should not once again all
get back to Jaffna, By 1957 it was some
years after the War and most Jaffna peopi®
had stayed behind, the Diocese however,
decided that a good-will tour to our
Christians in Malaya would be very much
in order, My wife, myself and the Rev.
K. S. Jeyasingam were selected to be the
team and we were to spend about three
months on the tour. We decided that a
jaunt by air was not in keeping with the
dignity of our mission, though a trip by
sea was not cheaper than that by air.

We embarked from Colombo on a ship
called **S. 8. Carthage”; we reached
Penang on the 7th May 1957, but since
our purpose was to work our way from
the south to the north, after a day eor
so in Penang we smiled down to Singa-
pore which we r2ached on the 9th.

From here we gradually proceeded
north, stopping at all the important places.
We preached in churches, attended din-
ners, we spoke at public meetings and
even delivered lectures om general subjects.
There were also gatherings of Old Boys
of Jaffna Cellege and Old Girls of Uduvil
It scemed to be taken for granted that
our tour of goodwill was not merely to
our own Christian folk but to all Jaffna
people in general. So all meetings except
our Sunday services, were attended by
Hindus as well as Christians. Qur functions
were often patronised by some of the
highest of the land.

One of the discoveries we made was
the number of relatives we had there
and friends long lost to view. In




Malaya all ““‘connections’,, however remote,
were regarded as close relatives; so that
at : meeting I said that Jaffna people
in Malaya could be divided 350: 50
between those who were related to the
Rey, K. S. Jeyasingam and those related
te Mrs. 8. Kulandran.

An unexpected phenomenon that we
had to encounter was the wave of Chinese
Influenza that had entered Malaya almost
simultaneously with our visit. Usually
the flu reached a town the dav before
we were due there; 8o many of our
scheduled functioons had to be cancelled
at the last moment. But the flu provided
us with a comic item ; at the entrance
to every town the Rev.K 8. Jeyasingam
could be seen awmbling in with a bottle
of ‘Waterbury’s Compound” stoutly
clutched in his hand. By this constant
resert to that remedy he succeeded in
warding off any attack of that illness
throughout his stay in Malaya,

Though we visited many places,
Singapere and Kuala Lumpur were the
high lights of our tour ; and it was natural
that it should be so, since they are the
biggest eities in the Peninsula and con-
tain the highest concentration of population.

From the mnorth we travelled by
train back from Penang to Singapore,
from where we embarked for Ceylon in
a ship called 8. 8 Asia” apd reached
Colombo on the 6th of July.

On the whole, the trip served a very
useful purpose Sc much had we brought
Jaffna nearer to our people that we were
able to reach an agreement with the
Methodists by which we were to sead
one of our minisic's  there to serve for
every peried of four vears. The reason
why that plan is not in operstion now
is semething that need not be gone into
here.

On the conclusion of the trip I wrete
a long account of the whele trip, with
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a map of the Malayan Peninsula, and
distributed cyelostyled copies to members
of the Executlve Committee.

Early in 1959 I decided that I could
no longer postpone undertakinga project
that had besn simmering in my mind for
months, viz that of writing a book en
“Grage in Christianity and Hinduism’™.
I had long been gefting ready for the
subject and I felt 1 had to launch on
it now, and this required my proceeding
to Bangalore and werking there. So I
got leave frem the Diocese to be away
from April 1959 to the end of January 1960.

The procedure laid down by the Chureh
of South India for such a contingency
is that the Bishop should (with the per-
mission of the Executive) appoint a Com-
missary. A Commissary would have all
the jurisdictional powers of a Bishop,
without his ecclesiastical powers such as
odinatiens. I appointed Jeyasingam. Since
the period was rather long, Jeyasingam
thought it best to meve into my house.
8o well did he function in the capacity
to which he had been appointed that
there was not a single appeal to me to
intervene.

In any administrative set-up the seat
of authority must lie somewhere. In ancient
times it used to be with kings. Buot in
the revolt against the tyranny of kings,
various other expedients were tried. In
ancient times, all the experiments like
concentrating power in ten people or three
people or electing rulers annually failed.
Reason demeands thar cozcentration should
be dcfinite.

Authority in our old Church Council
for a long time seemed to lic nowhere-
That is because the old Conzragational
Council founded in 1904 was reaily on
the American Congregational pattern of
totally independent ehurches meeting perio-
idically for mutual consuliation and was



not an administrative body. In the last
century the seat of authority had been
in the missionaries. Since the foundation
of the Congregational Council adminis-
tration was floundering, till Weleh con-
centrated authority in the Executive
Committee; but the Executive itself met
only ence a month or so but adminis-
tration must go en from day io day.

In governmental administration we
see power always concentrated in eme
person, but carefully guarded with checks
and balances so that there might be no
misuse. Sometimes there is a difference
between de jure anthority and de facte
authority, Under the over - all de facto
authority of a President or Prime Minister,
there are heads of wvarious departments
whe for all practical purpose: are them-
selves de facto authorities in their own
fields. In spite of this, the central govern-
ment, presided over by a President er
Prime Minister has many questions to
tackle.

And in the Church of South India
in each Diocese in spite of its Institutional
Boards, Superintendents and Church
Committees and the Executive Cemmiitee
aen top, there are many problems which
come before the attention of the Bishop.
In the Anglican Church they have Arch
Deacons and in the Roman Cathelic
Church they bave Vicar Generals, who
are official helpers of the Bishop.
Nonetheless, a Bishop needs unofficial
help: as to how each Bishop gets his
uuofficial help depends.

In the C.S8.1.in the first flush when
a revulsion against Episcopalian institu-
tions was strong, it was decided to do
away with “all vestiges” that clung te
Anglicanism, like Arch deacons, Canons
etc. You may do away with an office
or position; but you cannet by so doing
do away with the need for the thing itself.
So though the C. 8. L. officially did away

with Arch deacons, it did not do away
with the need fer them. So I believe
most of the C. S. 1. Dioeeses have officers
under other names.

Jaffna is too small for such expedients.
So I had to be content with unofficial
helpers (in muatters which had to be
dealt with by me). I had advisers and
helpers regarding BEducation, Property,
Buildings and other technical matiers.
They were very great authorities on those
subjeets. But there are other matters
constantly arising which are too small
and iatimate which these authorities
could not have the time to taskle, buy
which if not attended to immediately
could become festering wounds. Largely
it was in attending te these matters that
Jeyasingam helped me.

If two cireles are drawn representing
the duties of an Archdeacon and an
unefficial helper and made to intersect
each other much might be found te be
in common; but a good deal would be
found to be ocutside; what would be
outside would be -

(i) That the position of an Arch deacon
is statutory and permanent; whereas
the status of an unefficial helper
is ad hoc and depends on the
plsasure of the Bishop,

That the duties of an unofficial
helper are often too small and
sometimes too intimate or too
delicate for an Arch descon to go

into.

(i)

Thus an  Arch deacom must be
appointed by the Diccean Council and
can be remeved only by it
nobody would knew whom I am using
unofficially and nobody can remove him.
Such a helper will also be able to tackle
matters which could be too delicate for
an Arch deacon to deal with.

However,



Onee two young people had been
affiameed ; it was a long affiance and
after sometime, the bridegroom’s party
wanted to back out. The bride’s people
vere dismayed. They went to the employer
f the prospective bridegroom. For two

three months he was at it, but nothing
was forthcoming. Then they came to me
and 1 put the Pastor of the bridegroom’s
party on to the task. Hs also seemed
to be up against a brick wall. Finally,
I bethought myself of the Rev.XK.S.
Jeyasingam. A week passed, a month
passed; three months passed Then the
alliance was put through.

By now Jeyasingam had gained my
confidence as a greal negotiator, 5o he
was put on to higher jobs. There was
a block of land in a central spot in
ome of our most important villages which
hed been donated to us by the Govern-
ment; we could do anything with it,
except sell it; in which case it reverted
to the crown. Now the gevernment
wanted part of the land for expanding
one of its scheols. We consulted legal
opinion, and the lawyer held it was
Government property and Government
could call back for it,

My pesition was that it was an
absolute donation. except in regard to
the clause about selling. Now we were
not selling and so we had not violated
the prohikitory clause; and if the Govern-
ment’ on its own, wanted the land it
must pay market price; and 1 sent
Jeyasingam to the interview, having
explained my position to him. The
Government officer, in charge, who was
considered very anti-Christian, accepted
Jeyasingam’s point and paid us market
price.

In the case of a large Mission
House. the Education Officer then in
Jaffna, who considered his chief mission
in life was to do maximum damage to
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the Christian cause, had vested it in
Government. We went to the Head
Office and the Permanent Secretary
was willing to give it back to us,
provided we gave Government an equal
amount of land.

Qur lands had been bought or gifted
to us a hnndred and fifty years ago.
The names of the owners at that time
meant nothing now; or boundaries would
have changed, and the owners could have
changed. Altogether, to produce a title
deed that was a hundred and fifty years
old te prove the validity of present
possession was a tricky business. Any
hostile gevernment officer may refuse
to entertain the request. But this officer
gimply said, “Rev. Jeyasingam gave me
a certain number of deeds and I will
accept them”.

On another occasion. a Mission House
and all adjoining land had been vested
in Gevernment. Jeyasingam was semt; at
the last moment and managed to salvage
a subsidiary project situated on the
property and also all land adjeining it,
which might also have been vested.

As a negotiator in any matter
Jeyasingam hardly had an equal. Oneer
when I was an undergraduate, we had a
very clever companion (now a.Q.C.)
who alse always won in such matters.
I wanted te fathom the secret of hig
success; and I found that eoften when
he came to a sticky point he would
say “After all”. I notieed that Jeya-
singam’s method was that of first lighting
a Jaffna cigar ( probably passing ene to
his opposite number) and when it came
to a sticky point saying, “‘But you den’t
understand”.

Of course, it should not be believed
that this was a magic fermula which
immediately convinced everyone of Jeya-
singam’s point of view. It wasa step -
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gap phrase which came i during intervals
of his general plea.

Behind his plea in any negotiatien
were a certain nunmber of allied qualities:
an unfailing affability and pleasantnsss,
an onwearied patience and a firm con-
viction that if you stick at it long enough,
a person will wyield. But, in fact, a
person wielded to him generally because
it was difficult to say “*No” to such a
pleasant person who never seemed to get
angry.

Here, it is good to be able to record
what was an accidental oecurrence, which
bowever, in the end bore ne fruit. In
the sixties a large amount of our labours
consisted in trying to salvage as much
out of the diabelical vesting of our lands
in Government by the Educatien Officer
in Jaffna. Once Jeyasingam went to see
his brother-in-law ¢ Baba” Ratnasingam
whe was then in the diplomatic service
and had come home on leave. To sce
him had already gone the Permanent
Secretary for Education, who had been
his classmate at the University; and when
he saw Jeyasingam he said “‘Hello, Rev.
Jeyasingam, what brings you here?” “Why
he is my brother-in-law’’ said Jeyasingam.
“Your brother-in-law,” said the Govern-
ment Official, “Rev. Jeyasingam, here-
after, you bring me any paper I will
sign it”’; nor was this un-professional;
for the official knew how the Education
Officer in Jaffna had simply been trying
with deliberate recklessness to injure all
Christian sehools. As said earlier, this
carte-blanche offer to Jeyasingam proved
of no avail, because the very next week
or so the officer left the Island for good.

Round about the middle of 1963
Jeyasingam (and his wife) received an invit-
ation to go to ihe U, 8. A., the purpose
of which I cannot remember now. But
generally, there is a desire in the American
churches to see peeple from the Mission
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field. I do not know the details of their
tour. About the same time Miss Ariam
Paramasamy of Uduvil also got an invit-
ation from a Wemen’s group in the U.5 A.
About her trip also I know little.

In the meantime I had received
an imvitation to address a meeling
sponsored by the World Council of
Churches and the Imternational Missonar
Council to be held in Mexico City in
December. I went by way of England
and our paths crossed on November 28th
in New York. The chief benefit I resived
from Jeyasingam’s tour was a cepy ef
the new edition of a Peake’s Commentary
which is an out-sized beok (10"x8')
running into 1200 pages.

By now, I had been drawn closer to
Jeyasingam, largely because our tempera-
ments were the opposite of each other.
He was a person with both his feset
planted solidly on the ground. He knew
places and persons and the currents of
thought passing round him. I did net
want any visions or ideals or profound
insights from Jeyasingam; 1 wanted
suggestions and informatien about various
practical matters ; these Jeyasingam could
be depended on to supply. His infor-
mation could be relied upon, because
he had no axe of his own to grind.

To receive a suggestion is not
necessarily to accept it. But on the whole,
I was reeeptive to his suggestions, He
may suggest a medical clinic somwhere,
an industrial centre somewhere or plans
about the after—care of converts. 1 would
listen to him, see whether they were
necessary and practicable and if they were,
1 would “give the green light”,

Aad everyone who has high respon-
sibility should-aud usually does-talk things
over with a few trustiworthy persens, very
confidentially, He should net like Cyclops
live in a cave and then suddenly emer




and spring surprises on the world. To
talk over things with others and get their
view-point is not necessarily, as I have
szid, to aecept them ; but it is good to
rub your own ideas on a subject with
those of others and see whether youf
ideas can stand the strain. Thus Lloyd
George, Prime Minister of England during
World War I, says every morning
after breakfast it was his custom to step
next door and broach his ideas to Bonar
Law who was the Chancellor of the
Exchequer then, and he would usually
say, “I see plenty of trouble ahead”.
Lloyd George says that he found Bonar
Law’s views ‘‘invigorating”. He did
not accept them (but may have corrected
his own somewhat).

On the other hand, had Napoleon
listened to his advisers regarding his
Russian campaign and Hitler listened to
his Generals about the need to march
straight to Moscow, instead of dilly-dally-
ing with Stalingrad, both would have
been very much better off. Whether you
accept or reject any advice depends on
circumstances. But about the wisdom of
considering the advice of others, there
can be no question.

It may mow be obvious that Jeya-
singam stood in very close relationship
with me. There are certain neminations
for Boards and Cemmittees which the
Executive expects the Bishop to submit
to it every year. On occasions when these
had to be drawn up, I sat with Jeyasingam.
I could not remember names of everyone
in the Diocese; he had them on his finger-
tips and would reel them off. I would
make my own selection. But my business
was to suggest or nominate; the Executive
recommended and the Council decided.
Though there would be changes, they
would net bs: many; because it would
be realised that great care had been exer-
cised in the matter; and that there was
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no ulterior motive operating in any
nomination,

Though Jeyasingam made most of the
suggestions, | would carefully discriminate.
For example, the Diccese has the right
to send a panel of five members to the
Board of Directors of Jaffna College.
Jeyasingam for many years had expressed
a desire to be included in the panel,
because his father had been Secretary of
the Board from 1913 till he died; and
was careful to remind me of it every
time the panel was being drawn up:
yet it was only the last time I was
doing it (1970) that I put in his name,

It must not however, be imagined
that Jeyasingam had much to do in
drawing up the slate of Transfers (of
Church Workers), done once in four
years. My way of doing it was not dark
and mysterious. For about six months
or more, I would Kkecp evolving it in
my mind, fixing people for the important
places. But many people might suggest,
“Why not so and so for such and such
a place 7”. Sometimes 1 would ask the
ministers at a Workers’ Union meeting
each, to submit his own list. From the
place they had left blank, I would know
that they were the places to which that
the particular ministers wanted to go ;
but for the smaller places I would get
valuable suggestiens. [ would finalise
the slate in my owu mind ond then
broach it to the Transfer Committee.

A C.5S5.I. Bishop is not merely
expected to carry out necessary policies ;
but he is expected to carry them through
the Executive and the Diocesan Couneil
by a vote of the majority. . In such a
matter, therefore, to have a Secretary
who thought as the Bishop did is a great
advantage. [ had a mistaken imprsssion
that during the latter years Jeyasingam
was always my Secretary. Constitutionally
this could not have been possible as
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there must always be a break once in
six years. I remember one. Anyway
the Bishop must be concerned with votes
and a Secretary must help in calculating
them.

It may look sordid that a Bishep
should be concerned with such things.
But it is not merely a duty we owe
demeocracy but what we owe the Christian
Church, because we are concerned with
fellow—believers. And the first request
I would make to Jeyasingam every
morning at a Diocean Council meeting
would be to count the number of votes
that would be on the side of the
Administration. In the Executive | would
do it myself. Tt would be wrong to
bribe a person to vote for you, but
there is nothing wrong about knowing
how many would be on your side. When
the Ceylon Church Union Scheme was
lost in the Methodist Church some years
ago Itold D. T. Niles, who was Chairman,
that he had no business to put forward
such an important question without being
sure of the number of votes he had.

So our co-operation lasted till I retired
in September 1970. I teld Dr. Telfer
Mook who visited Jaffna during the year
that Jeyasingam had served me with a
loyality that no human has a right to
expect from another.

Among his fellow ministers Joya.
singam was the soul of camaraderie,
always laughing and joking; he could
also poke fun. When the Rev. E. K.
Yesuthasan was living he was the usual
butt ( as he was to Sevak Selvaratnam )
To Selvaratnam it was his undue solemnity
that provoked amusement. To Jeyasingam
it was his frequent resort to the Tamil
Classics of which Jeyasingam knew
nothing. So the Rev. G. M. Kanaga-
ratnam and he called him “Tirumular”

the classical 6th century Tamil religious
poet, of whom neither knew anything.

In personal life (like Arch bishop
William Temple) he was rather fond
of sweet things; and young men of an
earlier day used to say that he liked
to arrange conferences to Dbe able to
drink the liquid sago dessert at lunch
When young, 1 do not think he had
taken part in any games and in later
life never Indulged in any form of
physical exerise ( besides that of geiting
into cr out of his car).

A new order of things had come
about with 1971 and he was no longer
called upon to play the part he
had played earlier; he resumed the life
of an ordinary presbyter. Marjorie died
in March 1976; and the funeral was
conducted in the modern Thenmarachi
style, with day-long speeches on the
microphene, thus ruining the intense
religious solemnity of the religious
service at the end. This was conducted
in the Chavakacheri Church. Everybody
expected Jeyasingam to crumble up; but
inspite of the inner void that was cating
into his heart, he put up a brave show
till his own came in September 1980,

Has Jeyasingam a right to be
remembered in the history of the Dtocese?
He has; but it is for a reason that is
not acknowledged. For people are
remembered for particular achievements.
Jeyasingam put the Ceolombo church on
its legs; but another had already laboured
in the field. His efforts in the evange-
listic field were considerable but not
monumental, Jeyasingam’s chief coniri-
bution to the Diocesc was not particular
but general. He kept the machinery
the Diogese working for a period
years. According to ordinary standards,
this may not make him memorable bui
certainly entitles him to our gratitude.



THE REV. K. S. JEYASINGAM

The Rt. Rev. D.

J. Ambalavanar

(Bishop, Jaffna Diecese of the C.S.1.)

The death of the Rev. K. 8. Jeya-
singam on the 6th of September came
as a rude shock despite the fact he had
been ill for afew weeks. We had come to
look upon bim almost as a permanent
land mark in the Diocese and hls sudden
departure has shaken all of us. Kings-
bury Sinnathamby Jeyasingam was born
to the manse on the 28th October 1912
being the son of the Rev. J. K. Sinna-
thamby and Mrs. Sinnathamby of Chavaka-
chcheri. The Rev. Sinnathamby was himself
a prominent leader of the Church Council
in his time. The Rev. Jeyasingam on comple-
ting his studies at Jalfna College joined
the United Theological College, Banga_
fore in 1936 and completed his B. D.
in 1940: In May 1940 he joined the
ministry of the Jaffna Council and was
ordained in March 1944 He served in
the following parishes. Assistant at the

Erlalai Church; Assistant at Uduvil and
Inuvil; Navaly; Colombo (two terms );

Manipay; Evangelistic Officer (two terms);
Uduvil; Tellippallai; Chavakachcheri (two
terms), In 1958 — 59 he followed the

Graduate School Course at the Ecumeni-
cal Institute, Bossey, Switzerland. Besi-

des his main assignments in the parishes
he was always on demand for a variely
of Diosesan activities and held almost
all the key offices in the Boards and
Committees of the Diocese. He was
Secretary of the Diocese from [955—58
and 1966 —1970; Manager of the Uduvil
Girls’ College 1961 — 1980; Manager
A.C. M. Press 1956 — 1970. He served
several years on the Medical Board and
was its Secretary for  three  years;
a member of the Secondary Schools
Board and was its Chairman for one
year. He served om the Jaffna College
Board of Directors for six years and
was its ~ecretary for two years. He was

i4

the Bishop’s Commissary m 1959 and
later the Moderator’s Commissary in
1970—1971 until .the new Bishop was
consecrated. He represented the Diocese
on the Synod for several years and was
on the Synod Executive for many years
and also in 1975 on the Working Com-
mittee of the Synod. In 1956 he accom-
panied Bishop and Mrs. Kulandran on
the Goodwill tour to Malaysia and in
1963 with his wife Marjorie he visited
the Churches of Massachussetts on the
invitation of the U. C. B. W. M,
He represented the Diocese on the Nati-
onal Christian Council and for four
years was Chairman of the Audio Visual
Committee  of the N. C. C. He was
Secretary of the Jaffna Christian Union
for three years. In the Diocese he will
be particularly remembered for two pio-
neer projects. The first, the establishing
of the Colombo parish which began with
ths labours of the late Rev. G. M. Kanaga-
ratnam, and second, the founding of the
Paranthan Medical Clinic as the first
outreach programme of the Diocese in

that area. The above catalogue is suffi-
cient testimony to the very large and

prominent role the Rev. Jeyasingam
played in the life of the Diocese, No
Minister in our generation could equal so
rich and varied a record. He was above all
a very acceptable Pastor who loved even
the small details of Parish responsibilities
and carried them ouat with a sense of
dedication. He was a skilful negotiator,
a wise counsellor and a mueh sought after
peace maker in many a tricky situation.
His many friends will miss an endearing
personality and the Church as a whole
an excellent Pastor and a faithful servant
of God

(With acknowledgement to the 33rd Bulletin
of the C. 8, I. Church. 1980}
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Pioneer Service Projects started and organised by
Rev. Jeyasingam

Diocesan Handwork Centre — Sandilipay

(Paper pulp work, toy - making, mat - weaving and
n.achine embroidery )

Founding of the Medical Clinic — Paranthan

{ an outreach project of the Medical work of the Diocese)




American Ceylon Mission Press — Manipay

lev. Jeyasingam, Manager 1956 — 70
at the farewell function

Diocesan Goodwill Mission to Malaya — 1957 3
Rev. Jeyasingam with Bishop Kulandran and Mrs. Kulandran

the three delegates seen abroad with others



K S. J. AT UDUVIL

Mrs. S. ]J. Somasundaram
(Former Principal, Uduvil Girls’ College)

It is no accident that the Uduvil
Church and the Coilege sharc the same
grounds. From the peace and quiet of
the Church sanctuary ons sieps out into
the varied life of the school Community.
This is as it should be and as it was
meant to be, To its founders Uduvil
Girlg’ College was, and remains to this
day an out-reach programme of our Church
~-an extension of the Church’s work in the
Community in which it is placed.

A true assessment of Rev. K. S. Jeya
singam’s many faceted contribution to
the life of our Church can only be
explained in the context of his family’s
standing in our Church, That one man
in his lifetime could have bcen actively
and effectively invelved in practicalty
every area of the Church’s life would
be hard to explain any other way. His
father, Rev.J. K. Sinnathamby was an
outstanding leader of our Church, and a
highly respected man of the Community.
K. 8. Jeyasingam grew up in the shadow
of the Church and at his father’s knee

learned to glory in the work of the
Chuarch. This was bLis inheritance, s
it surprising he entered the service of

the Church when he in his turn had to
choore his life’s work. H:» had a deep
and unthakeable belief in the indivisi-
bility of the mission institutions and the
Church, To him the Church the
mission Institutions were integral parts
of one whole, This convicticn in fluenced
every action of his during the long period
he functioned as managsr  of  Uduvil
Girls’ College.

and

He was manager of the College from
1960 to the time of his death in 1980.
He was there during the dark and turbu
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lent days of the schools’ take over period
It was Uduvil’s good fortune that at the
time it had as manager a man with
firm convictions in,and a personal commit-
mert to, the goals of its founders, When
in 1960 we were faced with the agoni-
zing option of rpnning the school as a
non-fee-levying private school or reling-
vishing the school to the Government,
(there was only one option for Uduvil)
—as Bishop Kulandran put it, “But o us
there could be only ene answer”. The
school opted to stay out. A dedicated
trio-Bishop Kulandran, Miss A. .
Paramasamyand Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam ably

steered the school through the
vicissitudes of its initial passage
as a non - fee-levying, non-assisted
school. It needed courage and strong

convictions. They had it. Immediate rou-
tine problems piled up daily taxing the
school’s  strengih  and resources : jts
resources looked inadequate set against
its future needs but Rev. Jeyasingam’s
calm and confident hardling of any
emergency eased diffieult situations, and
under Miss Paramasamy’s dedicated leader-
ship the College emerged victorious and
unscathed.

lev. Jevasingam was a good man
to have in times of emergency. His
genial personality, his easuzl acceptance
of an easy approach to any untoward
situation would reduce a crisis to norma-
Iey, 1 still remember one such oceasion
with  gratitude - The occasion was the
College Cler - Jubilee celebrations. The
day was marked with the opening of the
Jubilee Hall. All the chief guests and
celebrities were assmbled at the entrance
to the Hall, the traditional lamp (a tall
impressive one with 7 wicks) was being
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lighted. The honour of lighting the wicks
had been given to 7 carefully selected
guests. Rev. Jeyasingam, as Manager,
was of course one of them. Suddenly we
neticed among the guests a very disting-
vished member of the Catholic Church,
Rev. Jeyasingam sensed my quandary.
He moved up to me and said quietly
“Invite him to light the wick, I am
stepping dqwn®. It was a gesture typi-
cal of him. Ifelt a rush of gratitude.

He had saved the situaion in his usual
easy, casual way.,

Another story that circulated at
Uduvil—Once Rev. Jeyasingam was stan-
ding at the Parsonage gate chatting to
passers by. A man of the village cye
ling by swerved off the road, lost his
balance and crashed into Pothagar, thro-
wing him to the ground. Rev. Jeyasin-

gam got up, looked up at rhe erring
cyclist and asked mildly” 2w&@ erer
Cem® oBger Gsmuwm?’’ He had the

abilities to restore normalcy to any
situation that had got out of hand.

One of Rev. Jeyasingam’s endearing
qualities as a pastor was that he cared

for people. He and his wife Marjorie.
were personally involved in the life of
their parishioners. This coloured his
pastoral relationships and ensured the
ready loyalty of his parish. This was
evident in every parish they served and
any Church project launched by them
was enthusiastically supported and comple-
ted by the parish.

But in the management of a school
one often encounters situations where
an individual’s czuse clashed with the

general good of the school. In situations
of this kind, during the period Rev.
Jeyasingam was manager, the Admini-

stration and Management invariably became
involved in long and painful discussions
finally ending up with a feeling of
resignation rather than agreement. Cham-
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pioning of individual causes can be
irksome in situations that call for impar-
tial or strietly impersonal handling and
with Pothagar this was impossible. But
perhaps in the final analysis human
neced should spealt louder than the need
of an institution, **After all”’. as some
one once said, ‘the Lord’s injunction
to his disciples was ‘feed my sheep’
‘not build my kingdom'!”

Rev, Jeyasingam was invaluable as
a negotiator and mediator in representing
the College’s interests or the Missien’s
interests to the respective offfcial bodies.
His genial personality and confident out-
look eased explosive situations and won
for the school friends among the govern-
ment representatives and the Education
Department officers. ]

Rev. Jeyasingam hardly ever inter-
fered with the internal running of the
school. In times of Crises he was there,
available anytime. Even when he had
moved to Chavakachcheri he was only a
phone call away. When needed he would
take the next train or bus to Uduvil.
But otherwise he left us alone to plan,
to experiment, to build. The admini-
stration appreciated his confidence and
strove hard to be worthy of his trust.
It was a privilege to have worked
under him.

The Bishop, writing of Rev. Jeya-
singam said “No minister in our gene-
ration could equal so rich and varied a
record. He was above all a vesy acce-
ptable Pastor ...... ..... He was a skilful
negotiator, a wise counseller and a much
sought after peace maker in many a
tricky situation. His many friends will
miss an endearing personality and the
Church as a whole an excellent pastor
and a faithful servant of God*.

Se true of Rev. Jeyasingam.

L]
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THE REV. JEYASINGAM-MY REMINISCENCES

A. S. Kanagaratnam

When I recall the Rev. Jeyasingam,
many little incidents keep tumbling into
my memory. I had known him from
boyhood. We  were about the same
age; he was only a few years my junior.
We came from the same village, studied
at the same scheools, went to the same
church, played the same games, and as
boys were meeting each other alwmost
every day. It wonldn’t therefore be out
of place if 1 opened these recollections
with one of eur boyish escapades years
ago at Chavakachcheri,

There is a little beach skirting
the tiny hamlet of Xovilkudiyirruppu
about a half mile from our homes. It
was Christmas Eve and we decided to
spend the evening out there before we
joined the Church Carol party in which
both of us were to sing. We found a
boat moored to the shore. There was
no one within sight. Naturally we were
tempted to take it out. The oars weren’t
there, but we thought we could manage
it with a long stick we found en the
beach.

We had been doing this sort of
thing on our Sunday evenings out at the
Jaffna College boarding house when we
were free to go out and sometimes we
would walk to the Punnalai Beach and
row out a little in the boats tied there.
Punnalai was very shallow water, but
this was different. The current was flow-
ing out and was strong, and when we
tried to turn our boat back to the shore,
it wouldn’t. [ realized that we were
being carried out and might not be able
to get back. I jumped in holding on
to the gunwale of the boat. Fortunately
the water was barely up to my chest
but I found myself being dragged fur-

ther out, but still within my depths.
Then Jeyasingam had to jump in and
with our joint strength we pulled it back
to shore against the outgoing current.

It was a near tragedy, We could
have drifted out into deeper water and
even if we had been finally rescued by
local fishermen in the morning, we would
have been missed by nightfall, and our
people badly scared, to say nothing of
our plight out there in the open sea all
night.

We had occasionally indulged in
such boyish pranks in Chavakachcheri
and later at Jaffna College and through-
out a long period of close association
we had come to appreciate and admire
each other and a friendship grew up
between the two of us that was to last
till his unexpected demise in 1980.
Except for a few years when he was
training for his ministry in India and
during the years when he was in charge
of the Colombe parish, and during his
visits abroad, we were running into each
other at all Christian functions. That
wasn’t surprising, because in spite of my
later disassociation with their Church, we
both came of the same social and cul-
tural background. Besides I had married
a cousin of his and we were sesing each
other in all our family functions too.

There is a folk-saying among our
people that we can recognize a leader
even whie he is yet a child playing in
the sand with his mates. Jeyasingam had
that leadership quality and at schoel he
was acknowledged as the captain of his
gang, made up of about half a dozen
teenagers, most of them his age and more
or less from the same class. They were
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at his beck and call. Teachers had just
to tell Jeyasingam to carry out soms
extracurricular job, and the gang would
see it through. Jaffna College had a
number of student associations and every-
one of them got up at least one funct-
ion a year. Jeyasingam was a conspi-
cuous figure in quite a number of these
out - of - elass tamashas of school life,
Either behind the scenes or as an hono-
rary official of some student body he was
all the time mixd up in some aspect of
college life.

When young teachers got married
this gang. I remember, was invited to
help organize the wedding. We know
the bhundred little jobs that go to make
up a traditional wedding celebration in
Jaffna: and this gang was so much in
demand and so much im evidence at
Jaffna College teachers’ weddings and
receptions that they came to be called
the ‘goviyas’ — the hereditary caste of
servitors hired to cook and serve rice
and curry at our wedding lunches. The
Jeyasingam  gang actuoally helped the
cooks in the kitchen and served at the
lunches.  Self-service and throw-away
dishes hadn’t invaded Jaffna vet and we
sat on mats and ate off plantain leaves,
exactly as our progenitors had done for
generations. So even a modest wedding
lunch of those days needed many lusty
hands and these school boy goviyas
were a welcome addition to the cooking
and serving men who had been hired.

He was also a fine comic actor, and
could extemporize superbly, and even
produce aad preseat skits of his own
with a few of his friends. One of his
plays, ‘The Jaffna Dewry Hunter’ was
staged in Jaffna and Colombo, and
during his Bangalore days, in Madras and
received a very favourable press. Some
of them were on-the-spur-of-the-mement
productions making delightful fun of
the foibles of some of his achoolmates
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or even teachers or some of our national
superstitions. As a boy 1 have been
acting with him. He didnt have any
stage fright at alll He could handle
any witty part and mimic people some
what. He had the gift of tickling the
sense of the ridiculous  Throughout
his college days he was  associated
with some stage production er other.
but not of the serious type. I have
been watching some of his plays.
They were hilarious stuff thet set us all
wildly rocking with laughter. But his
involvement in so many extra-mural
activities of eollege life severely restricted
his studies Everyone expected him to
distingunish himself on the academic
side as hus father and his grandfather
had done but his social and cultural
engagements left him little time for books
and so he left Jaffna College after
completing his London Matriculation, and
Inter Arts. He skipped his B. A. and
went into the U. T. C, at Bangalore and
finished his B.D. Some years later he
went over to the Ecumenical Institute
Bossey at Geneva and completed his
Post Graduate Studies.

This leadership quality grew with
him into his ministry and his energics
sought fresh avenues of service. Like
his famous father, a legend in his day,
Jeyasingam had a strong social sense
and considerable tact and initiative and
easily won the ce-operation of his parishi_
oners. Where new ground had to be
opened, his Bishop sought his advice
and assistance. With characteristic courage
and confidence he successfully carried out
many tasks that others wouldn’t have
dared to touch. So much did his Bishoep
appreciate his capabilities that he appoint-
ed him as his Commissary and ‘much of
the C. S. 1. administration devolved on
him znd he relieved his chiefl of some
of his duties and responsibilities and

handled the everyday problems c¢f the
.81
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He had a fine sense of humour and
could joke and laugh with the abandon
of a child. Whenever we met, gqur
guffaws would ring and reverberate; I
wonder what our uneighbours thought of
it. Not that we were forever joking and
laughing or indulging in vain talk. We
discussad everyday affairs too and argued
warmly over religion and church poli-
tics: I, the atheist, and he the earnest
pastor, trying to persuade me back into
the Christian fold. We disagreed on
many matters, [ could not understand
people’s faith in a soul and an existence
after death.

One day in the course of a discuss-
ion, I told him that I had asked my
wife not to permit any religious rites,
Christian or any other, over my dead body
after my death; Jeyasinghaum retorted
jocularly, but half in earnest that he
would be there to take charge of my
funeral and wounld erganize it according
to Christiarr rites and that I would be
confined in my coffin, unable to prevent
him. Alas! the emptiness of human
hopes! He left before he could carry out
his threat: as for me [ wasn’t even
here to be present at his funeral. When
we Teceived the sad news in the States
my wife recalled that very conversation
and said that she had wondered at thar
time if one could be so cocksure as to
whe would predeczase whom.

feyasingam had an abundance of
tears, much more than any other adult
male of my acquaintance. On the sligh-
test cause he could disselve into tears
and cry like a child. Tears came quite
naturally to him, but it was rather
embarrassing to the others around him.
It is somewhat unnerving to see a grown
up male break down and burst inte
tears like a five-year old. When his
wife died I watched him shed fountains
as friend after friend pressed his hand
in condolence. His emotions were ever

brimming over ready to overflow. That
is a measure of his child-like nature.
Somebody I don’t remember who, has
said that the best people among us are
a blend of man, woman and child. Maybe
Jesus al!so commended that child - like
quality in man when he declared that we
cannot go to heaven uniess we became
like children, i, e. take over some of the
qualities that we appreciate in a litile
child.

Most of this account has to deal wtth
our personal relations. By the time he
had qualified and taken over as an impor-
tant figure in the church world, my relati-
ons with the church had soured. Naturally
the pastors could not tolerate my atheism,
I hadn’t taken any pains to conceal my
intelleotual convictions even though I was
working in a Christian school. The church-
men in control blocked my promotion and
I reacted angrily against their waoting to

muzzle my freedom of expression, and
left them.
With my change of schools 1 Ileft

Chavakachcheri and our meetings were
less frequent than if I had continucd te
live and work there. Even later when
I cams back to work in a Hindu school
at Chavakachcheri for a few years he
happened to be working elsewhere,
However we came iogether again while
I was living in Jaffna and hLe was in
charge of the Manipay parish. It was
then that he arranged the marriage of
my daughter. As an uncle of the bride,
as an old friend of mine and as the
pasior of the bridegrcom’s Church, he
conducted the engagement and marriage
services. A few vears later T had retired
from teaching and he had taken charge
of the Chavakachcheri Church. Now I
used to drop in at hiz Parsonage every
time I went to Chavakachcheri: and that
was pretty often. By 1980 1 had left
Jaffna and come to live at Chavachcher:
fer good.
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It was during this time that I met
him at his Parsonage almost every other
day, and it was then that I saw him at
his best, mellowed and matured in the
service of his God and his fellow men.
i found fthat the young people were
particularly susceptible te his personal
charm. Better then any other pastor that
I know, he could organize and enthuse
the tecnagers and direct their enargies
into useful social channels. Perhaps his
work with his gang at Jaffna College
had been a training for this sort of work
among the youth groups in his parishes.
Few pastors had that knack and I think
that his passing away has lefi a void
that the C. S. L. cannot easily fill.

He wasn’t popular only among the
young people of his parish; every member
of his Church locked up to himasto a
father. They came to him freely with
their personal problems and consulted
him on ways to solve them. He helped
young men to gst jobs, young women to
get good husbands, even iucompatibles to
get divorced, even though as a minister

“Lord, let me do
Which may fall te
Those little

the little

he found it difficult to reconcile with
his theolegy. I know he tried very hard
to patch up and only condoned it when
he found it impossible to bring ths two
together again. There was never a split
in the Churchies wliere he scived. He
had a magic about him and was able
to heal all factional differences among
bis parishioners. He counselled them
wisely and treated them all fairly.
Everyone looksd up to him with sincere
affection, a rare tribute to any pastor.
I have seen it myself during the short
period T lived at Chavakachcheri just
three months prier te his death. That
was Rev. Jeyasingam’s home parish
where he and his beloved wife ended
their days. I am sure it must have been
some satisfaction to him that while he
was working in his native Chavakachcheri,
he was able to build a Parish Hall, build
a parapet wall around the graveyard to
protect it from the desecration of local
vandals and so many other things. Only
Jeyasingam could have done them. He
leaves behind a fragrant memory of a
good man who loved to serve others.

things
my lot;

inconspicuous ones

By others oft forgot

If like the Master, | can join
Myself for those I love

Rich joy and peace shall come to me
Sweet rest in heaven above

I know not when the day shall chose
But when life’s curfew rings

[ want my Lord to find me then
Still doing [Little things” Unknown
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Courtesy : Streams in the Desert.
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[ consider it a great privilege te be the Pastor of the Uduvil Church
when” it ceslebrates the 150th Anniversary.

There is no doubt that the work of the Church has meant mugh to those
before us and ourselves.

The Church at present should be filled with a vision for a renewal in all
the arcas of its life, trusting in the promises of God and in obedience to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit,

~ The Church to be the Church must be open to that rcalm of God which
_lies beyond the visible May we therefore re-dedicate ourselves to God so tha.
the Church of God at Uduvil may fulfil its purpose and vision in and through us-

K. 8. J. Pastor

Gleaned from message In
(* Glimpses’ released for Ter - Jubilee Ud. Church, 1970)

“Have yz looked for my sheep in the desert
For those who have missed the way?

Have ye been in the wild, waste places,
Whaere the lost and wandering stray?

Have ve trodden the lonely highway,

The foul and darksome street?

It may be you'd see in the gloaming selected
The print of My wounded fzet.”

Courtesy: Streams in the Desert.



Two Churches during Rev, Jeyasingam's Tenure

Ter-Jubilee Celebrations of the Uduvil Church—(May 17th—20¢h) 1970

( Church model cake with recorded Church bell peals used at
Garden Party on side)

The Church with rebuilt Altar and Vestry, with many other
additions was consecrated in 1967.



The Chavakachcheri Church, his last station

First Parish Hall for Chavakachcheri Church

One of the last acts of Rev. Jeyasingam

(A Menument to remember his courge and faith in God)

¥
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MARJORIE ROSAMALAR JEYASINGAM

Thavamany Thurairatnam (Col. Church)

“Many daughters have done virtuously,
but she excellest them all” This was
Marjorie Rosamalar Jeyasingam.

When [ think of Marjorie, my me-
mory goes back to the geod old days
when we were together at the Sunday
Sshool and Christian Endeavour at the
Vaddukoddai Church.

She grew up in a true Christian home.
She had a lovable pature and as such
she was admired by all the children of
her age. As we were neighbours, we were
in and out of each other’s house. Even
at that age. I found that she was the
star of the family. Being the elder daughter
to her parents, the late Mr. and Mrs.
J. N. Appadurai, she held a special place
in her home. But all this happiness she
enjoyed with her parents, did not last
long. They were taken away to the Better
Land, when she was still a school-girl,
a teen-ager, and the heavy responsibility
of bringing up her five brothers and a
sister fell on her.

The Christian foundarion laid by her
parents was within her. She was unmoved,
She put her hand into the hand of her
Lord and Master to guide her into the
dark unknown.

Her Lord and Master illuminated her
life, and there came a brave young man
to take her as his life partner. It was a
perfect sacrifice on the part of this young
man, the Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam.

Marjorie and Rev. Jeyasingam gave
these children a happy home. Marjorie
had great trials during this period. But
she was patient, tactful, understanding
and cheerful. God was indeed guiding
her in the way she should deal with
every problem. She triumphantly came
out of them all.

With prayer and praise to the Al-
mighty, she saw her brothers and sisteg
come up in life,

Rev. & Mrs. Jeyasingam were the
founders of the Colombo Church of the
J. D. C. S. I. Thsy served here from
1947 — 1955. With other Pastoral duties
with her husband, Marjorie was the leader
ofthe Colombo Church Choir. Her fumily
members and others will be interested to
note that the first Carol Service of the
Colombo Church was held on the 17th,
Dec. 1947, in the Dutch Refcrimed Church,
Wellawatte, at which the Tamil Lyrical
Singing rzached a very high standard.
Marjorie in a very quist way helped ler
husband in planning out services, meet ngs
and the like and was never satisfied with
the good or the better, but the best.

After eight vears of powerful service
for the glory of God in the Colombo
Church. Marjorie was full of Christ and
was guided by the Holy Spirit to take
up responsibilities of a higher order.

Wherever she was, her charming ways
and her sunny smile drew many towards
her. Many testified that just her passing
smile or her cheery greeting was an up-

lifting tonic to them for the rest of
the day.

Marjorie had a hand of Martha and
a heart of Mary. At weddings, funerals
or any other place where her help was
needed she put her hand unasked and
did her utmost.

Marjorie was like Mary in that her
feet were firmly placed on the solid rock
of her Lord and Master.

The loss of such a noble lady is not
only a loss to the Church, but also to
every single life that was touched by hsr
beautiful life — young and old, rich and
poor.

““Many daughters have done virtuously,
but she excellest them all” This was
Marjorie Rosamalar Jeyasingam,
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Rev. Jeyasingam, Diocesan Secretary, C. S. |.
1955 — 58; 66 — 70

(A section of the Diocesan Council 1970)

Rev. Jeyasingam, Moderator's Commissary presiding at the
public function arranged to felicitate the newly-elected
Bishop The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
( Seated are the Modsrator and other Bisheps and the

Deputy High Cemmissionsr for India in Ceylon)



Marjorie Jeyasingam, member of the Planning Committee (1970 — 74)
at Asian Church Women’s Ccnference, 5th Assembly, Bangkok Oct. 1974

(A seciion of the delezates)
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The Rt. Rev. Dr. S Kulandran referred to the uncenny skill with which the
late revered Pastor was able to solve some of the most intractable problems of

they Diocese.

Rev. Jeyasingam, the Bishop said was the king-pin of his administration.
This made the routine work of the Diocese very easy aud never cumbersome.

Mr. Thiravianayagam J. P. Secy. of the Chav. Church referrved to the very
wide range of interests in which Pastor Jeyasingam was involved and especially
his love for and interest in, matters that pertained to the community at large
He was Treasurer of the Chayv. Development Society and of the Refugees

Rehabilitation Scheme.

Rev. A. C. Thambirajah said that R2v. Jeyasingam never lived as an individual_

He was on ail occasions a vital part

of a group, of his family, Church and

community., His initials **K” and ¢S connocting two important epochs in the
ministry of the Church in this land, was his forte in his own Ministry which

is now an epochal one.

(Tribute paid at the Funeral Service
Gleaned from M. Star 12th Sep. 1980
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TRIBUTE TO A PASTOR

The Rev. S. Wesley Ariarajzh
( World Council of Churches Geneva)

Someore appeared at the door of
the ‘lLockwood House’ : -*It is about Rev.
K. §. Jeyasingam™ hesaid, ° His illness has
taken a critieal turn; we would like to
“have pastor by his side to commit his

73

life to God ; can youn come immediately

Minutes later I was by his hed-side
and experienced ene of the movirg
mements in my own ministry.  Sorrounded
by his dear ones, semi-conscious, seem-
'in.g'l_\_' unaware of his surroundings, and
in tke last moments of his death, Rev,
Jeyasingam was in prayer of intsreession,
comni\i’ning many persons and the whole
Church to the care of God: moments
later he breathed his last

Many of his friends have reflected
in this volume on Rev. Jeyssingam’s
talents and on his achievements in his
long and nctive ministry in the= Jafina
Diocese of the Church of South India
But the most vivid image T have of im
is as a pastor At his bed-side 1 suid
the final words of commitment with some
hasitation, almost feeling as an intruder
between him and his Ged whom he had
sarved so faithfuily. Semehow intercess-
ion sppeared to be the most appropriate
way to complete his life. Tor he wus

above &ll, O pusior.

The Parish thet had no boundaries

Rev Jevasingam knew the t7uz meaning
of the word parish. He never accepted
Christian community or the
Church in ibe place he served as the
parish. Fer him parish constituted the
people of the place, Christian and non-
Christian, believing and non-believing
He got lo know everyone in the villuge
or town where he ministered; hie was
involved in the total life of ilie community.

only the
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While he nourished and built up the
Christian community he was friend and
counsellor to many others. He was
trusted, respected and zccepted by many
who would normally keep their distance
from the Church. The community uever
feared him to be “afrer their souls” but
new him as one who genuinely cared
for them. The many social service pro-
jects that hie began were seen and accepted
as service to community, His faith was
transpareut and inviting; never threatening.

I¢’s people who mattered

-
“I love humanity; it's people that
I can’t stand!” says Charlie Brown in
one of the penetrating observations on
the mood of our times. One cannot be
a pastor unless one can translate the
general concern into caring for actual

people.  Rev. leyasingam preoved that if
you truly care, you will find time for
pecpl:. Despite heavy responsibilities in

the Diocese, he had developed a remar-
kable ability to sit down. cigar in hand,
and zhat at length with peaple, giving
them time and spuace to share their con-
cerns and problems. He had the ability
to relate to adults and to children; to
youthi and to the aged

Oace I spent a number of days
his home as a convention spsaker. bDuring
the day he took me round to visit homes.
T was absolutely fuscinated with the “access’
he had to people. No oane seemed to
‘temember’ that he was their pastor. He
was treated eve ywhere as a member of
the family; and the little formality that
crept in because of the presence of the
visiting Methodist minister would varisa
within moments in the kind of atmosphere



he created. By the time Ileft I felt that
I belonged to that parishk myself!

It’s celebration all the way

Whenever Rev. Jeyasingam went to a
new parish he found or “‘invented’” excuses
to hold big celebrations. He would dig
up the records and discover that it was
time to hold the 10th, 30th, 40th or
100th—it did not matter which—anni=
veérsary of the Church; or he would
completely renovate and rededicate the
Church. He believed in big ralleys,
conventions, feasts and festivals. He
would make much of Christmas and
Easter, spreading the festivities over many
days.

He was aware of the community—
Building potential of these big occasions.
He insisled on every one making a contri-
bution and would get the whole parish
involved in different aspects of the cele-
brations. People had to work together
and develop, quite unconsciously, com-
mitment to each other and to the Church
as a whole. He was able to discover

gew talents and levels of commitment.
All Church eonventions would end with

a *“‘Public Meeting” where the people of
other faiths would join te share in a
common concern for the whole community.

Relationship of an “epic” quality

“Rev. K. S. Jzyasingam will be remem-
bered” I recall saying at his funeral,
*not so much for anything that he did
but for who he was., He was like a
large Banyan tree uuder which many had
found shelter and comfort in the heat
of life’s daily journeys”. He and his
wife built up 4 home that has been a
shelter for many persons. Their life.and
home were truly open, not only to their
dear ones but to all. Bp. Kulandran
characterized the love and commitment
that bounded the husband and wife as
one of ‘epic” quality. (‘‘Suisens
RenL Bu @QB5s 2pay sm55EMLSH,
sriwsgsseug’’) The quality and
generosity of their home—Ilife continue

to remain a symbol of a Christian home.

In St. John’s
moving encounter between Peter and the
risen Lord; *“Do you love me”’, asked
“Yes Lord"” Peter said, “You
know that I love you”. <¢Feed my lambs”,
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam believed

gospel we read of a

Jesus,

said Jesus.
that to love the Lord is to make your-
self available to people. And this made
him an extraordinary pastor.

“O where are kings and empires now
Of old that went and came?

But Lord,

A thousand years the same.”

Courtesy : Qur Daily Bread.

Thy Churoh is praying yet

Coxe.

*“The present generation must consider it a privilege and joy, that the task
of, at least rebuilding the Altar wall and Vestry of the present Church Building
which were almost collapsing has fallen on them. It is certainly a joy to be

associated with this worthy task.”

( From the Pastor’s Desk’® in Uduvil Church Parish Paper)

Issue 7: Sep. 1967 Rev. J.
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Sermon preached at an Ordination Service

Convictions

The Rev. Subramaniam Manopavan.
the worker in charge of the C. S. I. Church
at Navaly, was ordained at an impressive
service as a Presbyter of the Jaffna Diocese
of the C. S. 1., on Wadnesday, the 4th
inst., at the Cathedral Church, Vaddu-
koddai.

The sermon was preached by the
Rev. K. 8. Jeyasingam, based on John
15:16: ** You did not choosz me, but I
chese you and appointed you that you

should go and bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide; so that what ever yeu
ask in my name He may give it to you’,
In the course of his sermon, Mr. Jeyasingam
referred to a well-knewn picture of a yeung
man commissioned by Jesus to do His
work, one hand of Jesus sustaining the
young man and the other peinting to
him the world. This picture conveys ths
truth that the Lord is always with those
whom He hus chosen as His workers.

It is their duty to carry out the task
entrusted to them. [t is an undisputed

fact that it is He who has chosen them.
It is a normal practice of the Church to
separale some among us and entrust
them with special ministerial work. Not
only they should believe that He has
chosen them as His servants and called
them, but the persons themselves must
believe in His calliig.

Mr. Jeyasingam mentioned among the
duties of the Minister the following: (1)
He must preach the word of God with
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of his faith

wisdom and force. The Geospel is enough
for all purposes, for all peoples and for
all times, Hence, the relevancy of the
Gospel must be shown to the world.
St Paul reminded Timothy, whether it
was a fit occesion or not, that he should
preach the word of God. The world is
always saying “Wa would like to see
Jesus”. Ministers must show Jasus te
the people through their preaching, life
and service. (2) A preacher should
observe and administer the various Sagra-
ments, They must explain to their congre-
grations the tradition of these Sacraments,
their meaning and values. The Church’s
Sacraments are the Lotd’s. Hence, they
are of great help to those in need and
a blessing to ihem. (3) A Minister
should render real service to the world,
Instead of lording it over others, he
should be the servant of all. He should
remember that ‘‘the Son of Man came not
to be ministered uuto but to minister’,
The Church workers should minister to
all people in the Church and outside it,
even to those of other faiths and com-
munities. They must consider themselves
as co-workers with Christ. For this they
must be ready to receive their power and
authority from thes Lord, remembering
the words of Jesus <‘‘As the Father sent
meto you; I send you to the world”.
They must be convinced of the Lord’s

commission (“Go ye out into the werld”’)
and His promise (“I will be with you
always™).

(Morning Star, 13th May 1977)
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Speech at opening of the Diocesan
Handwork Centre-Sandilipay

by Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam ( Manager, Industrial Project)

The Rt. Rev, Dr. S. Kulandran. Mrs.
Kulandran, The Rev, and Mrs. Mook,
Ladies and Gentlemen, we welcome you
all, and express our grateful thanks for
your kind presence and encouragement
today. Rev. & Mrs. Mook, we give you
both a special word of welcome. We
have been extremely fortunate in having
you both here teday te perform the
pleasant duty of opening this Centre,
Exhibition and Sale. The American Board
and you have contributed much towards
this Project and we know how much yeu
are personally interested in sponsoring
such service Projects to help the Comunity,
This is after your heart. It is very
fitting that you are associated with this
Function and may [ take this opport-
unity te express on behalf of the Diocese
and the Centre our grateful appreciation
and thanks for your generous help and
encouragement,

This Project is not a Business concern,
but a concern to serve the Community,
by helping and encouraging young people
to learn and earn. Owing to limited
accomodation facilities and funds, it hes
not been possible totake in more young
people and start other handwork projects,
At present we have limited this only
to girls because of their greater need
and we hope to extend this service to
boys also soon. Sewing Machine Embroi-
dery, Mat-Weaving and Toy-making are
taught at present, but Mai-Weaving has
to be given up owing to the restriction
and heavy duty on the import of grass
from India. We have just completed
the first stage in Toy-Making

We have been very fortunate in
having the services of Miss Madura
Watawala from the South who is qualified

in various types of Hand work. She
has fitted in very well, and she is very
loyal and devoted to the task. Miss Nithi-
anantavathy Alagaratnam who was trained
in Sewing and Machine Embroidery with
her varied talents has contributed much
towards the establishment of this -Centre.
We thank them both.

This Project is solely sponsored by
the Diocese without any Government Aid.
But we are very grateful to Mr. L. Raja-
ratuam the Divisional Officer, Rural
Development and Cottage Industries who
has gone out of the way to spare the
services of Mr. T. Dharmarajah to help
in the organising and running of the
Centre. Mr. Dharmarajah has been of
immense help and we express our grateful
thanks to him. We are also grateful to
Mr. Amirthananthan for his help.

The girls come from this village; and
the neighbouring villages, and 1 am
happy to say that they are a happy lot,
learning and working together.  Their
conduct, enthusiasm and loyalty are
remarkable. They enjoy their work, and
the products you see at the Exhibition
are due to their keen efforts. They arc
paid accurding to what they turn out.
When you buy the products of the Centre,
please remember that you are helping
them. We ares keen to help them as
much as we can. We sincerely hope
you will enjoy secing and buying the
products. Your encouragement will go
a long way towards the progress of the
Centre.

This is just the beginning. We hope
and pray that with God’s help and your

support, this will grow into an effective
means of service and love.

(Copied from eriginal)
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The Fifth Assembly of the

Asian Church Women’s Conference
(Wattana Wittaya Academy, Bangkok. Oct. 1974)

by Marjorie Jeyasingam

The Conference proper started with
Bible study. The Rev. Dr. Gurthardt gave
thought provoking and challenging Blble
study sessions that have helped us im-
measurably, deepening our coneern for
other people and giving us new insights
into the love of God. The theme of
the Conference was ““Go and do thon
likewise” and this was sub-divided into
six studies. Family on Earth, People of
tha Vine, Release of the imprisoned, A
style of living, A style of dying, A style
of serving;

Asian issues were the high-light of
the Conference. There were five studies
after which group discussions were led
by eight leaders {rom diiferent countries.
Mrs. Rathi Selvaratnam and Mrs. Marjorie
Jeyasingam were picked from Sri Lanka,

All the group findings were taken
to the Plenary Sessions and an Assembly
Statement for implementation during the
Quadrennium, and fer the purpose of
setting a goal for the 6th Assembly was
made.

The following were the Sub-Asian
issues : Individual Response to changing
issues in Asia, Responding to changes in
family life, Responding to Social changes,
The Church and Ecumenical Relations,
and Responding to changes in Asia.

It was a gratifying and meaningful
experience to come face to face with
people living under these issues and to
know personally their problems, hopes and
aspirations.

.

This Ecumenical, Multi Racial, Multi-
Lingual group sought to discover by
prayer, fellowship and study, God's will
for the Church in Asia.

The final service concluded with old
officers giving lit torch to the new,
partaking of the peace, and lzaving the
Church singing the Conference Hymn
‘Raise the Cross, sign of Victory™.

It is difficult to recapture the spirit
of the Conference which was a mountain-
top experience. It will last a life time.

( Gleaned from **The Fifth Assembly of
the Asian Church Women’s Conference’’
by Marjorie Jeyasingam. M. Star 1974 )

Extract from letters

What pleasant memories I have

of you when we were there meeting with

the Board of Directors concerning many problems and you did so much in keeping

things under control.

Kingabury, 1 think. of you often, elways enjoyed our visits and glldl to
read of your geod work in your Church and share with you many happy memories

of Marjorie.
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Carl H. Hoidridge
South Dennis, Apr. 2, 1980
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On Missionary work to U. S. A. 1963

( Brochure of Massachusetts Conference)

ad uf&oaucing

another

missionaw eouple to ‘Massachusetts

The Third in a Series

Coming This Year From

Blelon

OCTOBER 1, 1963 to MARCH 31, 1964

REV. KINGSBURY S. JEYASINGAM
MRS. MARJORIE ROSE JEYASINGAM

A meaningful, person to-person encounter with

World-wide Christianity

Sponsored by the Committee on Our Christian World Mission

of the

Massachusetts Congregational Christian Conference



Rev. and Mrs. Jeyasingam at United Church of Christ,
Holy Oke, with Rev. Norman R. Farnum (middle)
priest of host Church.
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BIOGRAPHICAL

REVY. KINGSBURY S. JEYASINGAM

Son of a mathamatics teacher who later entered the Christian Ministry,
Rev. Kingtbury S. Jeyasingam has already achieved a most significant record
in Ceylon as Pastor, Administrator, Evangelism Leader, and Organizer of

new work

Educated at Jaffna College and the United Theological College at
Bangalore, India, he has used his many talents in a variety of ways in
strengthening the Christian witness in Ceylon. At 50 he has already accom-

plished what many would not have done in a lifetime.

I
|

MARJORIE ROSE MALAR APPADURAI JEYASINGAM, left an orphan at
17, with the care of a youngsr sister and four younger brothers, kept her
family together and with the help of friends and the Jaffna College Staff,
saw them all through College and some of them Graduate Schools, with the
result that all hold ‘important government, teaching or diplomatic posts in the
life of Ceylon., She herself passed the London University Matriculation Fxam.
in 1936, and taught for five years before her marriage in 1941,

The Jeyasingams have a 19 year old daughter Lalitha, who will take her
Higher S¢hoel Certificate exam in December, 1963.



PREPARED TIME SCHEDULE OF THE JEYASINGAMS

Date

Oect. 1 to Oct. 2)

Oct. 21 to Oct. 28

Oct 29 to Nov. 10

Nov. 11 to Nov. 18

Nov. 19 to Nov. 26

Nov. 30 to Deac. 7

Dec. 8 to Dec. 15

o
[a]
(]

. 16 to Dec. 23

Dec. 27 so Jan 3

Jan. 4 to Jan. 11

Jan. 12 to Jan. I8

Jan, 19 to Jan. 25

Jan. 26 to Feb. 13

Feb. 14 to Feb, 21

Feb. 22 to Feb. 28

Feb. 29 to Mar. 10

Mar. 11 to Mar. 19

Mar. 20 to Mar, 29

Asscciation

Old Colony
Barnstable
Pilgrim

Suffolk South

Suffoik West

Suffolk North

Woburn

Esiex South
Andover

Essex North
Middlesex Mendon
Middlesex Union
The Worcester
Associations
Franklin
Brookfield
Hampden
Hampshire

Berkshire

Person Arranging Schedule

Rev. H. Merrill Emery
1411 County Srreet, Somerset

Rev. J. Edward Elliot

Box 201, Harwich

Rev. William E. Knex

175 Columbian St., S. Wey.
Miss Gladys Wortman

Cong. ‘I Christian Conferenze
14 Beacon St., Boston

Miss Gladys Wortman

Gong. *[ Christian Conferenc:
14 Beaeon St., Boston

Miss Gladys Wortman E
Coung, ’I Christian Conferenee
14 Beacon St,, Boston

Mr, and Mrs- Roland P. Blodgett
16 Hentry Street, mulden
Rev. James C. Glasser

10 Dane Street, Beverly

Rev. David R. Ladre

30 Pleasant Street, Methucn
Rev. J. Gsborne Crowe

145 Main Street, Amesbury
Rev. Harvey F. Ammerman
125 Edgell Rd., Fram. Ctr.
Rev. Russell C. Murphy

£20 Main Street, Fitehburg
Rev. Hugh B. Penney

26 Maple Street, Holden

Mr. Carl C. Compton

120 Birnam Road

East Northfield

Rev. William J. Kitto

Warren

Mrs. Wilson Dougherty

16 Monrovia, St., Springfield
Rev. Ernest D. Geigis

R. F. D. Easthampton

Rev. J. Alan McLean

36 Russell Terrace, Pittsfield
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APPRECIATIONS

BANGALORE DAYS

Report by the Madras Press

Student Christian Movement College Pudding
From a Correspondent.

The members of the Madras Student
Christian Movement were responsible for
a delightful Variety Entertainment on
Saturday the 27th evening at 6-15 in the
Museum Theatre, Egmore. The house was
filled to capecity with members and friends
of the movement.

Several items of interest were staged
by the representatives of the different
College Unions in the City. The Yodelling
duet given by the Scudder brothers of
Loyola Cellege deserves special mention,
as well as the Flute Solo rendered by Mr.
8. Thiagarajan, and the Tamil song of
Miss Hephzibah Muthiah which was render-
ed with much feeling and perfect under.
standing of technique.

By far the best contribution to the
evening’s programme was the excellent
farce, called the Jaffna Dowry Hunter
which was put on boards by the Ceylon
Students of the United Theological College,
Bangalore. K. 8. Jeyasingam, the Author
of the play, acted to perfection the money
grabbing father, old Kolanthavelu, who
drives a hard bargain with Mr. Bandara,
a Sinhalese gentleman of moderate means,
with whose daughter, Merke, old Kolantha-
velu’s son Arul, ‘a rising young lawyer
practicing in Colombo had fallen in love.
The ' old- man, of little culture but
tremendous native common sense and
tenacious hold on money as the final
value of all things, has his own way,

“"pot with standing the Westernised ways

of his son and his brother’s family and
the Christian interpretation of human

-values vaguely suggested by his padre.

10

K.S. Jeyasingam interpreted the role
of old Kolanthavelu with much under-
standing and kept the whele audience
roaring in laughter from start to finish.
He was ably supported by the other mem-
bers of the cast, Denzil de Silva acting
the part of Mr. Bandara, Elwin Fernando
as Miss Bandara, L. V. Salgadoe as Arul,
Edward Mendis as Mrs. Kanagasabhai,
S. W. Arasaratnam as Kanagasabhai,
Kolanthavelu’s brother, and S.L. B Fer-
nando as the padre.

The College Pudding this year was
a great success. At the close of the Variety
Entertainment, Miss Susan C. Ferguson,
the Chairmam of the Madras 8. C. M.
expressed on behalf of the Movement her
appreciation of the cordial response given
to this annual venture of the S. C. M.
Madras to raise funds.

Jaffna Dowry Hunter

There was rollicking fun at the Museum
Theatre on Saturday when students of the
Theological College, Bangalore staged the
Jaffna Dowry Hunter. Jaffna is said to
be the arch-sinner in this respect and tha;
presumably was the meaning of the title.
It was chivalrous of Ceylonese students
to turn the shaft uvpon their own homes.
Others from South India mnst have had
many prickings of conscience at this dis-
play of self-condemnation, for hunters of
different grades of skill abound elsewhere
too. The young actors were true to facts
when they made the evil, a patriarchal
sin. But as abettors, are’bridegrooms any
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less blame-worthy? Lawyer Arul if modern
enough to raise a romanee with a young
lady of another ‘*race’, is pliable enough
to let old folks extraet the dowry and
enjoy it themselves. It is a good laugh
at themselves when theologians make tha
padre the arbitrator in the settlement of
the bounty and not its enemy as he should
be. There is hope when prospective pastors
get the dowry business upon their con-
science. It is to be hoped in later life
they will not forget this and choose other
worldiness as safer themes for their pulpit.

In that other home of the dowry
system—Tinnevelly District, the Sawyer-
puram Laymen’s Conference passed a
resolution during Christmas week, calling
upon the Government to legislate against
dowry. Legislation is a counsel of despair
in this matter, Christian Iaymen might
have more profitably advised their pastors
to exploit the pulpit for this purpose,
rather than for many other broad sides
they dischirge in odd ways.

(With acknowledgement to the Press, Madras)

C. S. I. CHURCH COLOMBO '
K. S. JEYASINGAM, THE FOUNDER
(1947 — 1955)

THE C.S.I. was formed in Sep-
tember 1947. The Jaffna Council of the
S. 1. U. C. became the Jaffna Diocese of
the Church of South India.)

1949

By arrangement with the D R.C,
Union services were held at the D. R. C.
Wellawatte from January. The Colombo
Chureh of the J.D. C. S. 1. was inaugu-
rated on Sth November. Besides the
Bishop, 12 delegates from Jaffna were
present.  Special revival meetings were
held in connection with the inanguration.
Morning services continued to be held
at the D. R.C. Wellawatte. An evening
service was held monthly at the Grand-
pass Baptist Church. Services were also
held monthly in Kandy.

Special mention should be made of
the first Carol Service held on [7th
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December at which Tamil lyrical singirg
reached a very high standard.

1950

A Sunday School was inaugurated on
&th January with 60 children and 4 teachers,
Children from Colombo took part in the

Jaffna Children’s Rally for the first time
in June.

1955

A piece of land at Peterson Lane,
Wellawatte (30 perches) was donated by
Mrs. 8. L. Navaratnam, A hall was erected
thereon at a cost of Rs. 3.000/- and
dedicated on 20th March, A mammoth
progession preceded the opening ceremony
—a Gospel Team from Jaffna was present
on that occasion. The hall began to be
used for meetings and Bible-study.

(With acknowledgement to the Jubilee
Souvenir. J. D- C. S I., Colombo Church)
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A TASK WELL DONE

In our last issue we have announeed
the appointment of the Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar as our Bishop Designate who on
his consecration next month will inaugurate
the second episcopate in our Diocese.

In this issue we wish to express to
the Rev. K. S. Jeysingam our gratitude
for his services to the Diocesz as Mode-
rator’s Commissary duving the interregnum
that marked the transition from our
first episcopate to the second. Few minis-
ters of our Diocese have had the oppor-
unity of being involved in and having
taken responsibility for so many different
branches of activity of the Diocese at
xarious periods as the Rev. K. S, Jeya-
singam. He was Bishop’s Commissary,
General Manager of Diocesan Schools,
Officer in Charge of Evangelism, Worker
in Charge of a parish, Manager of the
Diecesan Press and Workshep and finally
Moderator’s Commissary.

It is also an act of providence that
a man of his calibre was found to

shoulder these responsibilities during a
vital stage in the history of these various
institutions. He was General Manager of
Diocesan Schools during the ‘“Take-Over”
and Manager of the Press and Work-shop
during the transfer of the whole plant
from Tellippalai to Manipay. He was
Secretary of the Diocese during the Ter-
Jubilee Year and the Pastor of the Uduvil
Churech during its 150th Anniversary
Celebrations. He has now been the
Moderator’s Commissary during this im-
portant period of transitiou from our
first episcopate to the second. His wide
competence and whirlwind energy would,
we are sure, be great assets to the Diocese
as we embark on a second episcopate.
To him and to his wife who handled,
in addition te her Parish werk, a good
share of Women’s work in the Diecese,
iucluding the Secretaryship of the Women’s
Centre, we are grateful for a task well
done

With acknowledgement to the M. Star
26-4-71)

Involvement in the Life of the Community

On the initiative of the Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam, Presbyter of the Chavakach-
cheri Church, a Seminar was held in the Parish Hall recently to discuss the urgent
necessity to appraise the villagers of a change in life-style at the community level
in the context of the escalating prices ef essential commodities in the country and
the consequent hardships imposed upon the middle class and lower income groups.

Mr. §. K. Thiraviyanayagam, Chairman of the Urban Council. was voted to
the Chair. There was no formal agenda. But many speakers volunteered to em-
phasise the need for a radical re-thinking in some of our well established ways
of life.

The concensus was that some of our anachronistic traditions as the system of
“bidding”” for dowries, the_ lavish expenditure on weddings and funerals (ofien on
a competitive scale) and even spending hard earned meoney on birthday parties
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and entertaining visitors with tea and delicacies in our homes, are in the present
context of our economy, a sad commentary on our stewardship as bread-winners
of the family and as leaders of the community.

It was deeided to organise a follow-up campaign which would be in the
nature of some of the leaders in the community setting an example for others
in the village and thereby establishing a norm in social living which could benefit

the emtire community.

( With acknowledgement to the M. Star, Tth March 1980 )

The Christian Home Week and Festival

A delightful service took place at
Manipay on 14th Oct. 1972 under the aus-
pices of the Women’s Auxiliary of the 1. D.
C. S. 1. All the Ladies’ Guilds of the
C.S.1., the Women's Fellowship of St.
Pcter’s, Jaffna, and the Mothers’ Unions
of St. Jobn’s Church and Christ Church,
Jaffna met for a United Worship Service.

Mrs. K. S. Jeyasingam, the Convener
of the Women’s Auxiliary, welcoming the
guests said it was a joy and an inspir-
ation to have them join the Christian
Home Festival of the C. S. I. She mentioned
that this was the first time that the Metho-
dists and Anglicans participated in a service
of this kind and said it was a welcome
move in view of Church Union. She also
expressed the hope that there would be
room for more combined efforts in the
future.

This Festival was the Grand Finale
to the Christian Home Week observed in all
the Churches withthe theme ‘The Christian
Family in the Home, Church and the
World”” Christian Home Sunday was
observed with a special speaker, the service
conducted by the Ladies’ Guild of that
Church. The Order of Service prepared
by the Women's Auxiliary was used.

At the Festival Mrs. S. J. Somasun-
daram Principal. Uduvil Girls’ College
spaaking on behalf of the C. S. 1. dealt en
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“The Christian Family in the Home” and
gave very elevated thoughts on the subject.

Miss Christabel Veerakathipillai, Prin-
cipal of St. Peter’s Nursery, speaking on
behalf of the Methodists, spoke eloquently
on ** The Christian Family in the Church®,
and raised poignant problems for people
to think over.

The Rev. A.J. C. Selvaratnam, Vicar
of St. John’s Church on behalf of the
Anglicans spoke on  “The Christian
Family in the World”’. He ended up by
saying * Let your light shine as you
prayerfully dedicate your least coin, as
members of the Least Coin Fellowship.
With women throughout the world to help
victims of war, the handicapped, and the
poor, souls will glorify your Father who
is in heaven.

All three speakers took the audience
to great heights.

Mrs. K. S. Jeyasingam, thanked the
speakers, the Manipay Church and the
Guilds for their ministry, and specially
thanked the Methodisis and the Anglicans
who were present n large numbers,

A Social followed Everybody was
thankful for the wonderful fellowship they
had enjoyed.

( Gleaned from M. Star 27th Oct. 1972)
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TRIBUTES

Minister of the Church for Thirtysix Years
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam (1944 —1980)

The Reverend Kingsbury Sinnathamby
Jeyasingam, Presbyter of the Jaffna Dio-
cese of the Church of South India, who
has been serving the last lap of his Ministry
( before retirement) in his native village,
Chavakachcheri, passed away afier a brief
illness on Saturday September 6th, having
served for 36 years in the Ministry of
the Church.

Early Years

Born on Oectober 28th, 1912, Rev,
Jeyasingam had his entire secondary school
career at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai
during which period he was actively
associated with the College YMCA.

The annual expedition to the Island
of Elwativu, an Evangelistic outpost of
the College YMCA (which ran a primary
school in the island ) was a red-letter day
in the life of the College in the Ilate
twenties and early thirties.

For many years, it was Jeyasingam
who, as Secretary of the YMCA, fitted
out this expedition with great assiduity
and organisational acumen.

Cooking utensils, provisions for a
week-end stay and presents for the children
(who would be scanning the horizon from
the beach for the arrival of the team the
appointed day) were all accommodated
in sturdy boats, propelled by oars, along
with a human cargo of 30 to 40 yeuthfu]
stout hearts whieh included two cooks
from the College Bearding.

The boats, fitted with sails, left the
Araly ferry at about 1-30 p.m. on a
Friday afternoon, trusting to the winds
for its course and arrived at the desti-
nation at dusk on the same day.

11

Jeyasingam as a student had learnt
his first lessons in Evangelistic work at
the distant outpost of Eluvativu.

A Rich Heritage

He entered the Ministry of the Church
of the J.C.S8. 1. U.C. (he was ordained
at Uduvil on the 10th of March, 1944 )
with a rich heritage.

His father, the Rev. J. K. Sinnathamby
was President of the Jaffna Council of
the South India United Church for ten
years. He was also the Council’s First
Executive Secretary and later the General
Manager of Schools under the §.1.U.C.

Gilded Landmarks

Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam’s period of
service in the Ministry of the Church,
coincided with important landmarks in
the history of three of the larger churches
he served. These occasions provided him
with opportunities for vigorous leadership
which he looked forward to, with great zeal.

The Manipay Church (1831 — 1956)
celebrated its 125th Anniversary from the
20th to the 23rd of July 1956, a year
after Rev. Jeyasingam took charge of
the Church.

The Revival Meetings he organised at
Manipay in connection with the Anniversary
were addressed by outstaunding leaders of
the Church — Rev. (Dr.j D. T. Niles,
Bishop Kulandran, Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar,
Mr. J. G. Arasaratnam and Mr K. P,
Muthiah.

For the first time in the history of
the Manipay Church, a Fellowship Lunch
was held on the climactic day of the
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celebrations. A history of the Charch,
written in Tamil by Mr. J. V. Thambi-
nayagam, was also released.

The Uduvil Church (18201970 )cele-
brated its 150th Anniversary from May
17—20, 1970. The Revival Meetings during
these days were addressed by Rev, Frey,
a new short-term missionary residing in
the village with his wife, at that time
and Rev. M. A. Ratnarajah of the Metho-
dist Chureh. Thirty candidates were con-
firmed at a Communion Service on 20-5-70.

At the Garden Party and Public
Meeting held on the evening of the 20th,
Mrs. D. C. Ankestell, the oldest member
of the Church cut the Birthday Cake and
Mrs. Mary Fry released the History of
the Uduvil Church written in English, by
a member of the Church.

The Chavakachcheri Church Silver Jubi-
lee, from the 15th to the 7ith of May,
1976 during the tenure of Rev, K. S.
Jeyasingam, as Pastor, was of a different
kind. It was a Silver Jubilee to celebrate
the 25th Anniversary of the completion
of the New Church at Chavakachcheri
in 1951.

The Revival Meetings were addressed
by Rev. Wesley Ariarajah, Chairman of
the North »nd East M:thodist Synod.

That the Silver Jubilee celebrations
were organised by the Pastor as scheduled,
in the midst of Lis mental stress on the
loss of his wife, Marjoriz, on the 8th
of March that year (1976) is an evidence
of the imporcance and halo he gave in
his ministerial career to cvents in church
ife.

Pioneering Efforts

During his Ministry of 36 years,
Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam was called upon
from time to time to pioneer or share
in the pioneering and prometional ventures
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of the Diocese. He was put in charge
directly of the Evangelistic Work of the
Diocese for eight years consecutively. He
was at other times the Convener of the
Evangelistic Committee of the Diocese.

in 1957, he was delegated by the
Executive Committee to accompany the
Rt. Rev, (Dr.) S. Kulandran, then Bishop
and Mrs Kulandran to Malaya on a Good
Will Mission. He was for all purpeses the
Secretary of the Mission, handling the
organisational aspect of the Tour. The
* Mission® sailed from Colombo on 4-5-57
and returned on 6-7-57 having forged
links which would otherwise have possibly
become weakened or even snapped.

In May 1947, three years after his,
Ordination, Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam and
his wife were sent to Colombe to con-
golidate the work in Celombo commenced
by Rev. G. M. Canagaratnam and his
wife, who were the first JDCSI Workers
at Colombo from 1943—1947.

Rev. & Mrs. K. S. Jeyasingam plunged
themselves for eight years spiritedly into
the pioneering work in Colombo, building
assiduously on the foundations laid by
Rev. & Mrs. G. M. Canagaratnam. The
following comment on the work of the
Jeyasingams at Colombo in the Council
Bulletin of 1955 speaks for itself :—

** Their energy and devotion, their tact
and stedfastness are beyond praise and
the parting on both sides was not
accomplished without tears and poig-
nant sorrow .

Bishop’s Commissary

Twice in his career, Rev K. 8' Jeya-
singam has been functioning as the Bishop's
Commissary. The first occasion was in
April 1959, when Bishop Kulandran ap-
poiated him his Commissary when he left
for India for about nine months to work
on a book
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**The JDCSI Bulletin of 1960 has the
following reference to this period:—
‘““Rev. Jeyasingam has many quali.
fications for the post he held, an
inherited administrative ability, an un-
ruffled temper, a willingness to shoulder
almost every variety of burden and
a genial trust-worthiness that secemg
to welcome burdens”.

The second occasion on which Rev.
Jeyasingam served as Bishop’s Commissary
was in September 1970 when he was ap-
pointed the C. S.I. Moderator’ s Commissary
during the interregnum following the re-
tirement of Bishop Kulandran on the
completion of his full term in September
1970 and the Consscration of the New
Bishop. the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
on 30-6-1971.

The Council Bulletin of 1971 has this
note of appreciation of his stewardship
during a crucial period in the annals of
the Diocese:—

“The position of a Commissary in
the context of a Bishop’s election is
fraught with many dangers and diffi-
culties, That Rev. Jeyasingam carried
on the administration of the Diocese
for those nine months is in itself an
achievement for which he has to be
congratulated”,

Broad Shoulders

Shortly after the return of the Jeya-
singams from Colombo, ‘the take-over’
of schools became a live issue.  In January
196 ), before the Diocsse could wake up
to its full implications, the Government
bad already spread its tentacles over all
denominational Schools.

The unprecedentedly heavy burden of
representing the Diocese, as its authorised
officer, to retrieve from the SLFP Govern-
ment the properties it had lost or was in
danger of losing, fell on the shoulders

of Rev. K. 8. Jeyasingam. But fortunately
for the Diocese, he had shoulders broad
enough to bear the load and a spirit brave
enough not to be unduly shaken by the
event.

At this time Rev. Jevasingam was also
the Evangelistic officer of the Diocese
and on one occasion he quipped to the
writer (who incidentally was his school
mate at Jaffna College), ‘* People say, I
am a Minister of the Church without a
Church and a Manager of Schools, witheut
a School”, Heavy burdens were borne but
never with a heavy feeling.

Whenever any event of importance in
the annals of the Church takes place, or
whenever an additional responsibility has
to be assigned, the Diocesan Executive
at that time and Bishop Kulandran turned
to Rev. Jeyasingam.

The Ter Jubilee celebrations of the
American Ceylon Mission involving the
the planning out and execution of a pro-
gramme for 3 successive days (Sept. 2628,
1966) was put in the hands of a Central
Committee whoss Convener was Rey.
Jeyasingam.

When it was decided that the ACM
Press at Tellippalai should be moved to
Manipay, it was Rev. Jeyasingam on whem
the whole weight of the venture was thrown.

When in 1957, the autherities in
Madras requested thz JDCSI to establish
a Branch of the CLS in Jaffna, it was
again Rev. Jevasingam who accepted the
responsibility of being its first Manager.

Identification with Community

One of Rev. Jeyasingam’s outstanding
traits as a clergyman was his identific-
ation with the community in the midst
of which he worked as a Christian Minister.

A sphere of interest in which he broke
new ground in his parish this year was
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to arouse a deeper and more abiding
interest in the community about its life-
style and the example the parents should
set to the children in the matter of ste-
wardship of their meagre resources in the
context of unprecedentsd inflation.

A meeting wis actually convened of
those interested and a wuseful discussion
held and a course of action chartered,

One of his last acts as Pastor ag
Chavakuscheherlt was o attend a Market
Opening Ceremiony in the village. (We

are told he attended this ceremony coming

A Tribute from Dr.

from the hospital ward and returning te
it after the ceremony),

It is no wonder that an unprecented
numbar of people converged on Chava-
kachcheri to pay their last respects to him
on September 7 and 8.

It may well be said of him in the
words of Quintus Horace, the Roman Poet,
“ Muliis ille bonis flebilis occidit™. (* By
many a good man wept, he dies.)

C. E. R

( Morning Star 12-9-80)

. L. Jeyasingam

(Emeritus Professor, Uaiversity of Jaifna)
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A Tribute to the Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam

The Ven. J. ). Gnanapragasam,
( Archdeacon of Colombo, Vicar, Cathedral of Christ the Living Saviour.)

It was my great privilege to have
known the Rev. K. S, Jeyasingam a little
intimately. To begin at the beginning,
in fact it was the Rev. Jeyasingam who
befriended me and extended to me the
right hand of fellowship when I moved
into Jaffna almost as a stranger in 1969.

As a pastor who had served im
Navaly, the Rev.K.S. Jeyasingam had
been a regular visitor of my dear grand-
parents; ana this link perhaps made him
tos call on t¢he grandson as soon as I
moved into Nallur as parish priest in
1969. And thereafter his visits to me
were regular and repeated. And very
soon I came to lean on him for advice
and counsel; and I tee felt an urge to
drive over to Tellippalai and Chava-
kachcheri to see him, whether there was
business to diseuss or not, When I moved
over to Chundikuli as parish prisst, the
Rev. Jeyasingam was our first visitor, and
he offered a prayer invoking God’s blessing
on my ministry in Chundikuli-a praye:
that meant much te me and strengthened
me to undertake the manifold tasks that
awaited me in this vast parish.

Many are the facets of Rev. Jeya-
singam’s charecter on which one could
comment. [ want to confine myself to
just two.

He was a pastor par excellence. It
can well and truly be said of him “He

knew his sheep by name.” He knew a
vast host of people, but at the same
time he made it a point te know each
one intimately. Many a time when he
talked whith me, he would refer to a
family and then proceed to mention

12

every mamber ef the family and the
needs and qualities of each. And his
one concern was to try and help the
family member in his need. And in this
atiempt to get to know people, he was
a regular and faithful home - going parrson,
I always marvel at the numerous visits
he made to my home! He enjoyed
visiting people. The purpose however
was te get to know them by name in
order to help them and lead them on
in life’s pilgrimage nearer the Master
whom he served with such devotion.

A second characteristic of his that
struck me very forcibly was the power
of his preaching, When you listened to
his sermons, it was obvious that a great
deal of study and thinking bad gone
into them. I invited him eone year to
preach a Mission for feur days at Si.
James' Nallur. Everyone who came for
this Mission went away with a song in
his or her heart. It was a time of rich
blessing for the parish. The Addresses
made such an impression on me personally
that T made a note of each address,
which I have treasured for the last ten
years, and which I have used myself on
quite a few occasions. The Sermons
were so simple and easy to understand,
and yet they possessed a depth and
dimension which speaks volumes for his
own depth of understanding of the
mysteries of God.

For such a life we thank God. And
we pray ‘‘May he rest in peace”
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A Tribute to the Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam

Dr. W. Robert Holmes,
(Former Missionary in Ceylon.)

It is hard to believe the report,
now a year old that so lively and
energetic a person as the Reverend K.S.
Jeyasingam is no longer with us. Iknew
him as a pastor, as the Evangelistic
Officer of the Diocese, as the Masager
of the A.C M.Press and most of all
as a personal friend.

As a pastor he was readily appro-
achable by everyone and he counselled
and comforted those in need. His sym-
pathetic nature made him vulnerable to
ihe demands of the members of his
congregations. He spared no effort to
help those who required it. With bis
shrewd business sense he gave practical
assistance to those seeking employment
or having other needs.

As Evangelistic Officer he invested
a great deal of effort in getting the
Gospel story out to Hindu villages in a
variey of ways. He had a fair amount
of succsss in these endeavours. He also
experimented with Christian drama as an
attractive way of gelling the message
across. The printing of tracts and the
use of a van for some time were additional
methods to which Rev. Jeyasingam devoted
his attention for the growth of the
Kingdom.

Dr. D. T. Niles often said that he
could conduct a School of the Bible, or
Prayer, or thc Church at Uduvil only if
the Rev. K.S. Jeyasingam was in charge
of boarding arrangements. Coertainly
“K.S$.” had a knack for handling acti
vities with smoothness and aplomb. He
had a gift for management.

However the Ameriean Ceylon Miss-
jon Press was not an easy institution to
manage. Only a person with the energy,
acumen and patience of my friend
Jeyasingam would have been able to
shepherd his congregation, conduct the
evangelistic work and manage an active
business enterprise. Those were the years
which revealed how efficient and hard
working a man he was. These accem-
plishments led to his being appointed
Bishop’s Commissary during an absence
of Bishop Kulandran from Sri Lanka, a
position he filled with charity and grace.

We thank God for the life and labours
of the Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam and pray

that as good men as lie may be raised
up for service for Christ and His King-
dow in days to come.

Extract from letter

I felt I was a good friend of Marjorie and K. S. J. Both were loving and
generous and always busy doing God's work.

Many pictures flash into my mind-but I think most and clearest are Rcv.
J.and his work in evangelism, at the Clinic in Paranthan when Miss Appleby
was there, baptism of converts in the Araly Church, of activities in Nainativu.
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MARJORIE JEYASINGAM

The poignancy of the sudden death
of Marjorie Jeyasingam on the 8th March
last year haunts her relatives and friends
today too. But her memory will continue
to remain fresh and fragrant fer years
to come.

She was one of the best and promis-
ing students whom 1 taught at Jaffna
College, She had developzd not merely
a facile and felicitous style in the writing
of English but also a genuine love for
study. She could have easily pursued a
course of studies in higher education.
But that was notto be Both her father
Mr J. N. Appadurai, who was the Super-
visor of the Lower School at Jaffna
College, and her mother, who was also
on the staff of the school, died within a
short time of each other. And suddenly
Marjorie was called 'upon to shoulder
responsibilities of bringing up a family
of five brothers and a sister, and main-
taining the tradition of a well diciplined
Christian home set up by her parents.
That Marjorie succeeded in this difficult
task is borne out by the fact that almost
all the members of her family have
risen to positions of eminence in this
country and abroad and are held in high
regard.

When the time came to her to ehoose
her life partner, she made a deliberate
choice of one, who, she knew, had
dedicated himself to the Christian Ministry.
Her subsequent life makes me think that
she felt she was responding to the call

of her Lord to become a pastor’s wife,
She remained throughout her life as an
ideal helpmate of, and co-worker with a
minister.

The Rev. K- §. Jey.singam is one of
thc best parish priests in our Diocese.
It is very difficult to be this, along with
being involved in various phases of the
work of the Diocese. One of the leading
personalities in the Diocese, he was
called upon to bear heavy responsibilities.
He could not have carried them out
successfully, without Marjorie’s meaningfu]
aid. She helped him materially and was
a source of great strength in his parish
work. She also shared with her husband
in planning and carrying out his other
tasks satisfactorily. She was a moving
force behind him, sustaining and support-
ing and inspiring him. I should like to
regard this as one of her service: to the
Diocese.

She herself made a valuable contri-
bution to the work of the Diocese as
the Convener of the Women’s Auxiliary
Committee (now called the Women’s
Fellowship Committee) for seven years,
1967 —1973. She planned her werk with
great care, imagination, enthusiasm. and
devotion. Her annual reports were invari-
ably received by the Diocesan Council
with appreciation. It was she who intro-
duced the world-wide Least Coin Fellow-
ship into our Diocese. She visited practi-
cally all our churches for popularising
the Fellowship. For the same purpose
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she also visited some of the Chuiches
of other denominations in Jaffna, Colombo
and Kandy.

Marjorie had the enviable opport-
unity of attending as a representative
from Ceylon sent by the National Chri-
stian Council, the 4th and 5th Assemblies
of the Asian Church Women’s Cenference,
the former held in Indonesia in 1970,
and the latter in Bangkok in 1974,
From 1970 to 1974 she functiened as a
member of the planning Committee of the
Conference.  Earlier in 1963 she had
accompanied her husband, at the invitation
of the Massachusseits Church Council,

on a visit to American Churches, where
they made a great impact,

The same characteristics, noticeable
in her work with Women’s Anxilinries,
also marked her work as the Secretary
of the inter-denominational Board ef
Management of the William Mather
Memerial Women’s Centre in Inuvil.

She was a weman of great charm,
always full of cheer, peace and undimmed
faith in her Lord.

Lyman S. Kulathungham
(Morning Star, 4th March 1977)

Extract from Iletter

To me it’'s a great personal loss.

Pothakar is mainly responsible for whag

I am today. Throughout my student days, and Campus days, the encouragement ha
gave was tremendous. He mnever failed to visit me when he came to Kandy. He

was a Tower of strength to our family.

Dr. Mohan Vyramuttu
Essex U. K. 26 Sep. "80

The day had dawned on the 28th Feb. for the Women’s Centre to celebrate

its 29th Anniversary.

Mrs. K. S. Jeyasingam, the Secy. of the Board of Management then gave
a report of the work done during the year. She mentioned that the Centre con-
tinued to give shelter and employment to 22 girls who were in need. More would
like to join, but were unable to pay the Rs. 30 for their board. If friends and
well-wishers could remember this when they gave memorial gifts er birthday gifls,

it would be a worthy cause.

(Gleaned from M. Star, March 1970.)
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MARJORIE JEYASINGAM

. P. Thurairatnam

Many thoughts crowd imto my mind
as I stand before you and all that is
mortal of our departed sister, Marjorie
Jeyasingam, to bear testimony to a great
and beautiful life.

I first came to know her as a school
girl-the eldest of a family of two sisters
and five brothers living with their
parents both of whom were teachers at
Jaffna College. Calamity struck the home.
when the mother died after a brief illness
and the father passed away unexpectedly
one and a half years later. The seven
children found themselves orphaned almost
overnight. We could not of course
understand then the mystery of these
events which biffled and shocked us all.
What was going to be the future of these
little children ?

While Marjorie was still a student
she gathered together the broken frag-
ments of the family and started to build
the home again. She stopped her very
promising educational career at the end
of the high school in order to look after
the home. She became the mother of
the orphan children. The Christian com-
munity of Jaffna has watched through these
four dccades, with gratitude and thank-
fulness to God, the wonderful way in
whieh he has guided and blessed these
children. Every ene of them is a
credit to the church and the community.
**In all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us”.
It can truly be said that Marjorie had
emerged more than a congqueror,

As a wife Marjorie took a significant
part in her husband’s work and cheerfully
shared the trials and burdens of a pres-
byter Her services to the Diocese have
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besn numerous. She was also a greatly
respected person in her own right. Some
vears ago she accompanied her husband
to America on deputation work, More
recently she went twice as a Ceylon
delegate to the Asian Women’s Conferenee
in ludonesia and Bangkok. She was also
a member of the Planning Committee of
the Conference. She was endowed with
attractive perscnal qualities. Her cheer-
fulness, her humility and her charm ende-
ared her to all. Hers was truly an
anointed life.

Has such a beautiful life come to
an end? As Cbristians we do not believe
that death is the final end. Our Lord
said, **I am the resurrection and the life’’,
“*Because 1 live, ye shall live also™.
Deep-sea divers descend to the bottom
of the sea to search for pearls. They
struggle there for a time where the light
is dim and the air insufficient. But
their hope is that they will soon come
up to the surface where the light is bright
and the air plentiful. We work in the
depths but we are involved in a higher
destiny. Our citizenship is in heaven.
Eternity is our element.

What is the consolation we can offer
to her dear ones-her husband, her dau-
ghter, her sister and her brothers?
Winston Churchill once said, ““Only faith
in a life after death in a brighter world
where dear ones meet again-only that
and the measured tramp of time can
give consolation.” May God grant them
the peace that only he can give, the
peace that passeth all understanding.

(Tribute paid at the funeral service 10.3-76)
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What Athan and Acca meant to the family
E. R. Appadurai ( brother)

I want to begin my article with an
account of my parents. Papa was born to
a Hindu family but became a Christian
at the age of 13. Estranged and ostracised
by his own family who were leaders in
the Hindu temple, Papa held on to his
faith. He was staunch in the new power
he had found. Mother was a second
generation Christian who had strong ties
in the Church. She was an organist in
the Church as well. Father became a
lay preacher in addition te his teaching
at Jaffna College. It is relevant to say
that he preached in Church on Good
Friday before he died the following Men-
day. Both our parents had complete trust
in our Heavenly Fathsr and brought up
the children in that austere faith. Papa’s
singing at 5 in the morning woke us up
to prayers. All of us though small had
to be by their side. Sunday was a day
of prayer, going to Church and learning
Bible verses by heart. This discipline
and fellowship has been the cause of the
children’s own trust in God, which has
led us over the years, in spite of many
adverse circumstances. More than anything
else, we remember these times of prayer
with our parents. We lost them early
but God has mercifully led us on. Acca
Ernest and Navam took a great share of the
family’s burden at this time, though each
one in the family played a part,

To add to our faith, Athan (bro-
in-law) came along, having committed
his life to the work of God. Once we
had Athan and Acca as our foster-parents,
the home became joyous and there was
someone to look up to. There was love
and fun all round The family was well-
knit, one seeing to the needs of the other.
Lally, who is now the wife of Atputha-
rajah, was cared for by all of us when
they were doing parish work.

Acca was a person of many parts,
a singer, a speaker and an organiser in

addition to being an able and loving
sister, wife and mother. She was a good
counter-part to Athan and was completely
fitted to share and enrich Athan’s life
as a minister, and to make it a glorious
experience for both.

Athan with his love, capacity for
planning and promoting interests saw to
many things we were able to accomplish
in life. There was one to whom we
could go for sound advice and physical
help. His large circle of friends mattered
so much to us as well.

Athan and Acca with their talented
gifts given by God were able to accom-
plish many things. Very happily they sharéd
the burden of the family and saw us
through the vicissitudes of life. Everyone
of us too fulfilled their hopes for us,
blessed by the Almighty. Acca was radiant
with Athan when we prospered in life.

We as a family plunged into the
Ministry they were joyously doing. I re-
member the Lantern lectures that Athan
gave in the 23 Churches of the Diocese
at the beginning of his Ministry. My
sister Ruby and I sang * Were you there?
and “Old Rugged Cross’ and other songs
in between the talks. It was a meaningful
experience in our formative years and
a satisfying one fer Athan and Acca and
those in the different Churches.

Tragedy began to strike again in ’76
when we lost our dear sister who mothered
us all. She would fret even if we com-
plained of a small illness.

This was too much for all of us to
bear. Athan lost more than half his part
and it shook him greatly. Yet the grace
of God helped him to carry on, till he
himself died in 1980,

With Athan and Acca, there was
abundant blessing. I remain grateful for
their lives which richly coloured our lives

and gave u joy for which we thank our
Father and Lord.
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The Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam—Friend of the Ashram

Rev. Sevak Sam Alfred
(Christa Seva Ashram, Chunnakam)

Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam’s association
with the Christa Seva Ashram, Chunnakam,
was from its very inception (1939). He
was also a very close friend of the Founder,
the Rev. Sevak S. Selvaratnam (Periannan),
the Rey. Sevak I. T. Jesusagayam (Sinn-
annan) and with me.

As years went on, our intimacy grew
closer and I looked up to him for all
advice and fellowship Hz was a member
of the Advisory Board of the Ashram tiil
his Home Call and also its Vice-President
at various times.

His advice at the Board Meetings
was greatly appreciated by all the
members of the Board. It took us
through many crises. Rev. Jeyasingam
was a great evangelist who opened up
centres at various places and gave his
time and energy to the great calling to
which he had been called. The Ashram
was always happy to associate itself with
him in the evangelistic field and share
the work lie undertook.

Whenever Rev. Jeyasingam’s  car
moved into the Ashram, we knew that
he had come to share something with us.
He relaxed and spent a long time in
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conversation. At the end both of us felt
that the Lord had renewed us in spirit,
strength and courage to go forward and
toil in His Vine-yard.

In the years 1970 (December) and
1975 (March) clouds passed over the
Ashram en the death of the two members,
the Rev. Sevak I. T. Jesusagayam and the
Rev. Sevak S. Selvaratnam, respectively. It
was the Rev. Jeyasingam, noted for his
organising capacity. who shouldered most
of the responsibilities at that time, along
with other Ashram friends.

Rev. Jeyasingam’s ministry was streng-
thened by the guidance, belp and musical
talent of Marjorie Jeyasingam who contri-
buted to God’s glory in the Ministry
of the Church right to the end of her
life. Her departure left a wide gap in
Rev. Jeyasingam’s life of which he used
to speak always with his clese friends.

May his Ministry be a living witness
to the Church of Christ.

Let us all run with patience the
race that is set before us looking into
Jesus the auther and finisher of our
faith.



Rev. K. S. Jeyasingam: Some events in his life

1912

1936 —40
1940
1941
1944
1958—359
1940—80

1959—67
1955—58;
1959

1970
1961—70
1956—70

1957
1963

1980

14

Born at Chavakachcheri (Oct. 28th)
Education at Jaffna College, Inter Arts

United Theological Coll2ge, Bangalore; B. D.
Joined Ministry (C.S. I. denomination)
Married

Ordained as Minister

Post Grad. Study at Bossey, Eo. Inst. Cert Geneva Univ.

Parish Ministry—N. S, Erlalai, Chaplain, Mcleod Hos.; and Uduvil,
Navaly, Colombo, Manipay, Uduvil, Tellipallai, Chav.

Diocesan Evangelistic Officer
66—70 Diocesan Secy.
Bishep’s Commissary
Moderator’s Commissary

Gen. Manager, Diocesan schools

Manager—Amer. Mission Press

Pioneer projects—Colombe Church, Sandilipay Handwork Centre,
Paranthan Medical Clinic

Member— Medical Board; Secy—3 years.

Member—Jaffna College Board, Executive,

Diocesan Rep. to Vellore Medical College Council, U. T. College Council
Ceylon Church Union Negotiating Committee, N. C. C.
Goodwill Mission to Malaya.

Mission to U.S.A. with Marjorie;

Chairman—N. C, C. Audio—Visual Committee— 4 years
Member—Evanglism Committee of the N.C. C.

Member—Bible Society Committee of Management

Secy—Jaffna Christian Union—3 yrs

Died at Chav. (Sep. 6th)
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“I’'m pressing on the upward way
New heights I'm gaining every day
Still praying as I’m onward bound

¢ Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.
Oatman

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to
his great mercy begat us agein unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, réserved in heaven for you, whe by the power of God are
guarded through faith unto a salvation rzddy to be revealed in the last time”.

(1 Peter 1:3-5)

f 1)




A STONE FOR THE MASTER BUILDER
( Ephesians 2:20-22 )

O Mason and Builder of your holy church,
Here am 1, Lord, a yielded, living stone.
Come lift me; shape me; place me where you choose,

For I can serve no purpose on my own.

Some stones have strength to brace a sturdy arch,
And some with beauty serve but to adorn.

If you mould me to strengthen and support,

Then let me not my lack of beauty mourn.

If you make me the capstone of anm arch,
Let me not scorn the stones I'm set upon.
Help me remember this one simple act;
No single stone can be an arch alone.

I only see my little stretch of wall;
The glory of the whole is seen above.
So put each stone in its appointed place,

And join us with the mortar of your love.

Courtesy: Church Heraid. — Jane E. Vajnar.
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Aseervatham Press,
50, Kandy Read, lJaffna.
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