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L Justin Welby Arehbishop of Canterbury
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ARCHBISHOP

LP Rel: AP/GW

S May 2018

The Bi-centenary Anniversary of the arrival of the Church Missionary Society’s
first missionaries in Galle in Sri Lanka in June 1818

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ

| am pleased to have this opportunity to offer my greetings as you celebrate the Bi-centenary
Anniversary of the arrival of the Church Missionary Society’s first missionaries in Galle, in the
south of Sri Lanka (then Ceylon). One of these Missionaries, the Reverend Joseph Knight
established St. James™ Church, Nallur, and two schools which later became St. John's Boys
College and Chundukuli Girls School, Jaftha.

Ihis is a landmark for St. James™ parish and 1 give thanks to the Almighty for his many
blessings and for your faithfulness in the Church's ministry since the days of CMS
missionaries. It is always good to mark these occasions, to celebrate achievements and to renew
your commitment to one another and the world through prayer, worship, fellowship, and by
reaching out to others in service.

As you celebrate what is past [ encourage you to look to the future so that together secking
God’s will, you will continue your calling to minister and serve the wider community of Jaffha

in Sri Lanka.

I wish you all a blessed anniversary.
7

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury

Lambeth Palace, London SE1 7JU
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CHURCH OF CEYLON
DIOCESE OF COLOMBO

Rt.Revd.Dhiloraj R.Canagasabey
Bishop of colombo

Bi-Centenary of the CMS Mission at st. james Church,
Nallur

Greetings in the name of our lord jesus, blessings and warm wishes to the parish of
st. james as you mark this very important milestone in the history of the life of the mission
of your church in nallur

Rev. joseph knight was onc of four clergymen from the CMS in london who arrived
in Galle in June 1818. He was assigned to work in jafTna and arrived there in July 1818
beginning his ministry in the nallur area. it is said that the first task he set himself was to
learn tamil, so committed was he to the task of communicating the gospel to the people in
own language.

The present St. james lies on the site of an old Dutch church which was handed
over to Rev. Knight by the government in 1823. The renovated building was opened for
public worship on st. james’ Day’ 25th July 1825.

Rev. knight’s pioneering work in education in nallur saw the foundations of what
was to become st. john’s boys school as well as chundikuli girl's school being faily laid. His
work on a-English - Tamil and Tamil - English dictionaries was hisghly valued.

The selfless dedication of CNS missionaries and their reaching out to educate
countless thousands of girls and boys of all communities, faiths and social backgrounds in
our land facts which are not well know nor appreciated today.

While we give thanks to God for their immense contribution to church and the
Nation, lat this celebration be one that inspires us to re-dedicate ourselves to serving Him
and our fellow sisters and brothers in this place where He has placed us.

With Prayers and Blessings!

s

Rt. Revd Dhilora] R, Canagasf@
Bishop of Colombo
3" May 2018
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Message from the Bishop of Kurunegala

We are most delighted as the Diocese of Kurunegala, Church ofi
ceylon to extend our heartiest good wishes to james Church Nallur, the
parishioners, wardens and Fr S S Jebachleven the present priest in
charge as well as to the many who have gone before us who have made
contributions to the life and ministry of this parish. This occasion is of
great celebration as it captures and reminisce the mission of the
Anglican church form the earliest of its service and history of presence
insriLanga,

Special mention of course must be paid duly to Rev Joseph Knight who began
missionary work in jaffna in 1818 and who transformed a dilapidated building over to him
into missionary work and worship in the Tamil language. In the year 1823 he was also the
architect of the English school in Nallur presently called as St John’s Collage, jaffna.
Amongst other activities through the mission we highlight the printing press in 1826 which
published ** The way to paradise” and the Nallur Girl’s boarding school initiated through
this mossion in 1843.

Alter approval from the CMS board he began his plan with new building. On July
25" 1828 with the renovations completed the church was open to public worship. The
church was dedicated in 1847 by Bishop James Chapman.

From the year 1818 till to date the life of the church has been witness to this
missionary spirit with thanks to all the workers and congregations who immensely nurtured
this same spirit. Two hundred years of witness, service and dedicated commitment of St
James church in Nallur is an occasion to thank God’s providence as the church travelled
through many changing scenes of life in social, church and political history.

While we thank God for the glorious past we also join the present bearers of thisi
flag as they look forward for mission of the church in the future. we pray as a diocese that the
mission started two centuries ago will be kept aflame and the parish will be a blessing to the
: community, Diocese of Colombo and the church of Ceylon for many years to come.

With prayers in Christ.

Rt Revd keerthisiri Fernando
Bishop-Diocese of Kurunegala
Church of Ceylon
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Message to St.James’ Nallur,
Diocese of Colombo - Archdeaconry of North

It gives me great pleasure to give this message to the souvenir
published by St. James' Church Nallur for their 200" Anniversary in
2018.

The year 2018 is indeed a significant year for the Anglican community
in Sri Lanka as it is 200 years since the CMS missionaries landed in the
Island. Rev. Joseph Knight one of the missionaries who came in this
' group came to the Northern Province and started his missionary work

‘ ‘ in Nallur. Therefore, it is even more significant for the lJaffna
community and in particular to the Anglican community in Nallur. Due

to the legacy of the CMS missionaries the Anglican Church has been blessed. The Island

nation has been blessed even more due to the contribution towards education that this
legacy has left behind particularly in the Jaffna peninsula.

Even though the church building in Nallur is not 200 years old, the Anglican Community in
Nallur celebrates 200 years of worship and witness this year. Therefore, it is a time to
rejoice in the Lord. It is a time to thank God for His blessings in the past. Itis a time to give
thanks for God's presence with them through trying times.

Anniversaries are always a time to give thanks to God. The word THANKSGIVING by itself
emphasizes on the giving aspect. It is not “thanks getting”. Jesus Christ came to this world
to give Himself. The missionaries gave themselves up to God's will and came to our nation.
Therefore the comrnunity at Nallur is called to give themselves to God and the wider
community. Thisis a good time to reflect how our giving is as a community.

The Nallur Anglican community has produced leaders in the church and in the wider
community, They have contributed to the wellbeing of society and have been great
witnesses to the gospel and the values of God's reign. We give thanks to God for them. We
also give thanks to God for all clergy who have served this community with much
commitment and dedication.

Aswe look to the future let us with thankful hearts remember that we are called to be salt
and light. The Anglican community in Nallur may be small in number due to various
reasons. But the influence you can make cannot be under estimated. As we continue to
witness to the values of the Kingdom of God through our lives may God bless us and grant
us His presence and blessings.

Your servant in Christ
Ven. Samuel ] Ponniah
(10th Archdeacon of North)
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Message From
The Mayor of Jaffna
200" Year Anniversary Celebration
Of St. James Church - Nallur

| am happy to send this Message in connection with St.
James'’s Church Nallur. Celebrating 200" year anniversary.
The church has a glorious History. The Untiring Effort and
| declaration of Rev. Joshep made this church to flourish
BB well and he had the chance of establishing a Boys school at
Nallur in 1823 (St. John's collage at present) and in 1841
throuch the church Mission, Nallur Girls boarding school
was established (Chundikily Girl's Collage at present).

These are inferences how the church Mission society worked for the
goodness of the people. At present church of ceylon Diocese of colombo is
also doing a marvelous service to the Nation, educationally and

theologically. I wish “Let this church to do a splendid service to the society for
ever and ever’.

E. Arnold
Mayor of Jaffna Municipal Council

3 7
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Greeting formVen.S.P.Nesakumar

My dear Vicar, Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Let me take opportunity to congratulate you as you celebrate
bicentenary of St. James Church Nallur, thanking the almighty god for
the grace.

Itis by His spirit we are to remember the good work of the Lord that was
began since inception. want to wish each and every one of you much
blessing and grace in our hearts always.

May His love dwell richly in the house of the Lord as you begin another
milestone in harvesting for the Lord what belongs to Him. stay blessed always.

The last 200 years must have presented countless times of trials and testing, but God'’s
grace is sufficient, and He gives us His joy and gladness even in hard and difficult times.

My prayers go with you as mark this Anniversary but then look forward to another 100 years
and more, as the Lord tarries His coming, in and around your community. we serve a Great

His honor and for His glory.

God has set your foundation on this corner and held you steady, down thru these 200
years, for the purpose of advancing his kingdom. You have done and doing a great work. |
am proud to be one of the many: preachers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, christian educator,
plumbers, Carpenters, and various other laborers who have been birthed, nurtured and
then sent out by your influence, into the world to share the good news of the gospel.
Because you never gave up in the lean times, but leaned more heavily on God, he has kept

his promise. REJOICE AND BE GLAD as this is the day, the year that the lord gas made.
CONGRATULATIONS CONTINUE DOING THE GREAT WORK OF GOD ONTHAT CORNER.

To God be all Thanks, Praise, and Glory, for He has done Great Things. God bless
you as we pray for and with one another.

Ven.S.P.Nesakumar
Headmaster
St.Thomas’College
Gurutalawa.

R

(former Archdeacon of jaffna & Nuwara Eliya and Former Vicar of St.James Nallure.) ||

and Almighty God who is able to turn the goals and visions He gives, into fruitful really for I
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MESSAGE FROM THE 9™ ARCHEACON OF JAFFNA
VEN.S.J.JEYAVEERASINGAN

My Very Dear Ven. Sam Ponniah, Archdeacon of jaffna, The Rev.Fr.
Jebachelvan, the Incumbant, and people of God at St. James Church, Nallur,
Jaffna who were very close to my heart during my 5 year in jaffna.

It gives me great pleasure to sent this note on the occasion of your bi-
centenary on the 27"july 2018.

Down Memory lanc when | go. the first time | had and connection with St.
James Church Nallur was when | was sent as a theological student from
pilimattalawa to do my holiday field work under the late Ven. Canon Sam
Horshington. The then Bishop, the late swithin Fernando came for a confirnation

and was very happy (o see me Archdeacon an example, but his whole family was
involved inthe training of my field work.

St. James Nallur has a very peculiar and unique neighbourhood. Historically on the right side isa
park. a bathing place and a pard of the Royalty of king sangilian. On the laft side, her neighbor is the
famous temble, the Nallur kandaswamy Temple. Behind the church those days was a teacher’s Training
Collage. Hence we can imaging what relationship this church has with the community.

When You take this history church because of its age, it comes under the Department of
Archeology and during my as the archdeacon, they were doing some major repairs to the well and to the
pillars. The uniqueness of St. James Nallur is that it has been one of the vibrant churches in the North.
Every anniversary is celebrated with much honour and happiness. not forgetting to have a two day mission
by a Guest preacher. History begins with. Fr. knight who was the initiator who was the missioner and who
was then educator of the Nallur mission. In the mid historical era, there have been many senior clergymen
and the most unique person in that was canon somasuderam. He was a great missioner, a warrior for christ
and who had a great vision in particular to the vanni. At that time of the era, he was known as the Apostle
of the Vanni. In the yester -years known to me, great clergymen like the Rev. J.J Gnanapragasam. who
later Bishop of Colombo, the late Rev.]. Sarvanandan (later Archdeacon of jafTna), Rev. Isac Selvaratnam,
Rev. S.P.Nesakumar, later Archdeacon of jaffna and Nuware Lliya, the late Rev. Dr.  Jebamohan
Jebaratnam. Diring my tenure of office, Rev. Fr.Gnanakaruniyan (Area Dean) and mow Rev. Fr.
Jebachelvan (former Chapter Clerk) have taken great interst in the Nallur mission. I am f=happy to say the
past few year St. James Church Nallur produced scholars like Rev. Stephen (former Vicar), Fr.
Gnanakaruniyan and the late Rev. I'r, Thanendra.

The Nallur Church on a Sunday or on any special day is very hospitable to its own parish and to
the neighbouring parish. They are ever ready to help any parish or institution with their hospitality.

I am happy that Fr. Gnanakarunian did his best to St. James and now Fr. Jaba has taken over. Fr. Jeba is a
very vibrant priest. A good listener but a slow talker. with both his degrees, and with the congregation, I
am 100 percent sure that the vision of St, James Church will be fulfilled. The pioneers, Rev. Fr. knight and
the other Missionaries and the priests visions will be fulfilled.

Lastbut not l end with a small verse so that we can achieve our vision

“Be a writer of your life and a reader of your mind, the more you know yourself, the less you need
approval of others™

My wife Rajitha and two sons me in wishing youall the very best.

Your Sincerely,

Ven.S.J.Jeyaveerasingan,

Vicar/Archdeacon Emeritus

Church of the Good Shepherd

Jawatte-Thimbirigasyaya

Clombo 5.
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Being Rooted in our Heritage - St. James’ Church Nallur

S.Ratnajeeven H. Hoole'
Feast of St. James the Great, the Apostle, son of Zebedee; distinct from James theson
of Alphaes (James the less);as also from James, the brother of Jesus (James the Just).

25 July 2018. 200th Anniversary of St. James” Nallur.

Being Bound to the Church
“Contemporary society promotes the values of individualism and mobility. However, human
live are enriched by participation in a social community that is integrated into the natural landscape ofa
particularplace. ™
-William Vitek and Director wes Jackson (Editors) Rooted in the
Land : Essay on Community and place, Yale University press, 1996

Few thing bind me more than the parish church 1 grew up in - St. James” Nallur - | am continually
enriched by the faith it nurtured in me.

EDMAs ypoltoing.

A Cross Carved in Stone at
Anuradhapura. Dated from
the Fifth Century, it Testifies
to the Presence of early

St. James the Great by Guido Reni >
B. around 3 AD. Martyred 44 AD Martyrdom of St. Thomas in India Christians in Sri Lanka

History - Christianity in Ceylon: There is strong evidence to suggest that Christianity arrived in Sri
Lanka well before any written down history we may have on the subject. St. Thomas came to India and
created a Christian church in the Mylapore area near Madras. Despite the well-known traditions of St.
Thomas™ martyrdom, the Vatican is still unwilling to assert this because of competing legends in the
noncanonical Gospel Aceording to St. Thomas from the Middle East.

Given the strong evidence for Mar Thoma Christians in Kerala so early at a time when Kerala was
Tamil, and being so close to us in Mannar, there is a strong likelihood that Tamil Christians would

'The author is the son of the Rev R.H.R. Hoole and the grandson of the Rev: Canon 5.8, Somasundarm, both vicars of St. James "He was previonsly an
elected member of boih the Standing Commitiee of the Diocese of Colombo and the constituent Assembly of the Church of Ceylon. He is presentlya -~
member of the Election commission of SriLanka.
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have come to Sri Lanka at such an early stage. Mannar was also an active pearl fishery with a Roman
scttlement in Mantai in the first century, where some of the Roman were probably Christians. There
have been archeological finds of Christian crosses and a baptismal font in Sri Lanka. There is certainly
archeological evidence that dates Christians in Ceylon as early as the fifth century or so. As far as we
known, the branch of Christianity from the early church however died out. what we now have in Sri
Lanka is Christianity that was brought to us by the Portuguese and their successor powers form 1495
onwards. These lines of Christianity are easily traceable through our recent history.

als ar - e

An Official Map of Jaffna showing caste-based streets around St. James’
Note: Paraiya Lane, Sayakkaratheru, Thaddatheru Olungai, Coppersmith’s Lane, and Dyer’s Lane. Further South
are Vannatheru Olungai, Thatchatheru Lane, Vaidivaruiddu Olungai, Vannateru Olungai, etc. North of St.
James’ is Kaikulanj Chanthai. Just as Hinduism has been flexible in adding gods to be prayed to for motorbikes
and refrigerators, the caste system also has accommodated new castes as in Noththarisvettu Olungai

Portuguese roots of St. James’ church: Take for example my family church in Nallur, where there is a
Christian tradition of 557 years. Though we are celebrating 200 years of our parish, it is the Anglican
church by the name of St. James’ that is 200 years old. As a Christian church, however, we may date this
to June 1561 when king Chankili I1's wife donated the land to the Roman catholic Church.

St. James’ stand today on the same location where King Chankilian’s main temple stood with guardian
tamples in his agamic architecture with Chattanathar Kovil, Veyyil viluntha Pillaiyar kovil, Mootha
Vinayagar Kovil and a now-gone temple north of the Nallur Kandasamy Kovil. At that time, Agamic
rules confined people to caste-specific streets-Chiviar theru, Parayar Theru, Thattar Theru, Kaikulanj
Chanthai, Nattuvar Theru, Parangi Theru, Chonakar Theru, etc. Many of these names have disappeared
as people hide their caste. However. an old official Street map shown above remains to testify to these
practices of naming roads according to the caste that lived there. Being at the centre of Chankilian’s
Agamic world, the surroundings of St. James’are the most caste-cenric part of Jaftna. No other place in
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Jaffna has as many caste-based street names.

During the Portuguese conquesis in the mid-1500s, King Chankili 11, the last Tamil king of Jaffna,
collapsed under a land expedition led by captain-Major Filipe de Oliveira. Chankili II's army was
massacred and his palace set on fire. All that remains today, is its entrance and bathing pool,
Jamunari which is said to be connected by underground caverns to Keerimalai.

de Oliveira is said to have destroyed some 500 temples in accordance with the Old testament:

You shall tear down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire.

You shall chop the carved images of their gods and desiroy their name out of that place.

(Dect. 12:3)
Only the mosques of Jaffna survived because they had no idols. de Oliveire became beloved of the
people of Jaffna who called him Pillippu Rajah after he saved hundreds of Tamils from floods; he
also argued with the authorities in Goa and Colombo for a reduction in the burdensome taxes bring
levied.

Chankilian converted to Christianity after his capture and confessed that he had always been attracted
to Jesus Christ, but going by the adage that “the religion of the people is the religion of the king” he
had feared that if he took to Christianity he would lose his kingdom. Despite his change of heart, the
law took its course and he was hanged in Goa for his massacres of Portuguese Christians, saying in
words (o the effect, “I would rather die a Christian coolie than a Heathen king”

Thus came to an end the line of Ariyachakaravarthies.

Chankili 1I’s queen also was baptized. she donates the land where the central temple stood to the
church. On that spot was built a chapel occupying the present altar and vestry, and a schoolhouse.
thus, by this reckoning our Church turned 557 years old in June 2019.

Dutch infiuence: Thereafter the Dutch took
over. Although, unlike the Portugese, the
Dutch did not compel the people to become
Christians, they did instil several institutional
reforms that empowered Christians. One such
example is that for any office in government,
however minor, a person had to be an
adherent of the Reformed Helvetic faith. More
effectively perhaps, they decreed that to enjoy
: _ inheritance rtights, children had to be of
St. James’ “Nellore™: From Chankli's . s
ChieF Teimoli s Romn Catielie parents who were married - and a recognized

e - - 3 =
foundation of St_lame Chapel to Dutch Reformed Church o INATTIAZE was only one that solemnized in their
Chanklivan’s Temple Anglicanism with Roof and Tower church.

51, James” Nellore: Wall Restored by
Dutch Authorities

Thus, by 1684 according to Colonial Secretary James Tennent, Jaffna had 180,364 Protestants in a
population of 278,759,and by the year 1758 AD, according to the historian to the K.M.de Silva
200,233 Protestants.

The numerically expanded Church in the Dutch period meant that all the old Roman Catholic
parishes were built up. St. James’, for example, was expanded by building a roof. The picture of the
modern church above, shows the entrance area where the brickwork from the Hindu temple was to be
seen. Recently, early 2018, that was cemented over.
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British colonial era: In the early years of the British, contrary to popular myth, the British East India
Company prohibited missionary activities in Sri Lanka, saying missionary teachings would make
“natives hostile”. German historian Helmann- Rajanayagam states that 300 new Hindu temples were
built in Jaffna by the company during the first year alone of British rule in Ceylon. With a British
administration hostile to Christians, and no provisions made for the spiritual looking - after of the
Christians most Christians, the so-called,rice Christians, reverted to their old religion while only the
truly faithful remained Christian. The Dutch churches were abandoned and soon in state of
desuetude. For example, the Church of St. John the Baptist in Chundikuli was courtyard where
someone had his herd of goats.

The Dutch predikaant Phillipus Baldaeus

who spent several years preaching in T TR TR | G 4
o e

Jaffna, characterized the Chundikuli - e s Aurian

parish church as dominated by Chiviahs
or palanquin Bearers whom Baldaeus
describes as chairman and water
carriers. The Chundikuli school had 450
children but they seldom frequented it as
they accompanied their parents when
they went out to sea for fishing. This
means that although Chundikuli mainly
had Chiviahs, there were many fisher-
caste parishioners too. A sketch of the
church by Baldaeus is shown. He calls it
the church at Soundeculy. has given
sketches of churches in Chavakacheri,
Pandatharuppu, Mathagal, etc.,and also
of St. James’,

Of St. James’ says Baldaeus ,

Here also stood formerly a pagoda
[meaning Chankilian’s Central
Temple]. The school had about 590
children who are not so well versed on
the Christian Religion as most of the
rest; the people here retaining a strong
inclination to paganism, especially since
some years ago about 100 printers of
Callicoes were transplanted hither from
the coast of Coramandel to the no small |
prejudice of the Christian Religion.
[These are today’s Kaikular]... This is
certain that this generation is very
mischievous to the Christians here, it
being frequent to see them appear in

public painted with Cinza or Ashes L hdN
(accoun{ed h()]y among Them) and to The Dutch Church at Nallur (Nallour or Nalour by the

carry their beads. Dutch, and Nellore by the English)
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Inlike the other well- developed church houses, our church in Nallur is described as “built only of
clay and slenderly covered’’- see picture with cadjanned roof. This poor condition in both building
and Christian spiritually is likely because it was a relatively new parish whereas many of the other
Roman Churches were much older, the Portuguese having ruled for longer as suzerains rather than
directly only after 1561 as our parish was.

As for the ban on missionary activity under the British, however, evangelicals like William
Wilberforce active in the British Parliament would soon force reforms (such as the freeing of slaves),
According to the Britannica, this policy of keeping out the missions came to an end with the renewal
of the East India Company’s charter in 1813.The company’s policy then became one of sirict
impartiality in matters of religion , and missionaries were allowed to work throughout its territory.

soon missionaries started pouring into Ceylon. The
methodists were faster at coming to us, arriving from
1813 onwards. From the church of England, however, it
was the church missionary Society that was the first to
respond. They left England in December 1817.and
reached Colombo in June 1818.The Rev. Joseph knight.
came over to Jaffna and commenced his missionary work
at Nallur. Tt took him 10years and more to make the
church ready for worship. In the meantime, he held
services in his bungalow. The roof work was completed
in the British period and the tower added. The nice baked
clay tiles covering the whole floor area would yield dust Rat 586 RS

whenever it was swept because that dust was from the | Underside of Terra Cotta Tile
terra-cotta tiles. The tile shown shows the to have been | Dated 1865 from Mission House
laid after 1865.

In the early ycars of the America Ceylon mission ,Britain was at war with french and the Americans
were sympathetic to the french. So the Americans had several restriction imposed on them by the
British. As they were not allowed to operate the press machinery they had brought with them, it was
given 1o the Anglicans who operated it secretly for them the loft above the St. James’ Vestry. from
here, they church out thousand of tracts and then returned the machines to the American in the 1830s
when the restrictions were lifted. This was then used to print The Morning star, the first Ceylonese
newspaper after the observer.

Nallur (or Nellore as it was called then) was the center of Jaffna as it had been under the king, So it
was natural for St. James’ to be the most influential Anglican parish. This may be gleaned from the
fact that the first ordinations of Jaffna Anglicans - of Deacon John Hensman as Priest and of
Catechists Elijah Hoole, G.Champion and T.P Handy as Deacons in 1863, took place at St. James’.
The letter three were ordained priests in 1870, again at Nellore, on the same day and immediately
after the Bishop had laid the foundation stone for the holy spirit Church in Kokkuvil.

St. James’ was beautifully architectured - with a road going from the entrance to
Muthiraichanthai on Point Pedro Road, Note it is not Muthirai Chanthai (Junction) as people today
wrongly say. It was a market (Chanthai) when I was a boy and our deeds list it as Chanthai, My father
was vicar of St. James” Church Nallur from Feb. 1956. I Lived first in the Vicarage and then in the
mission house.
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First row from left to right 1) the Rev. G.T. Fleming, Principal of the Chundicully School, now at home on
furlough; (2) Mrs. Griffith; (3) Miss. Griffith; (4) the Rev. E.M. Griffith; (5) the Rev. G. Champion, Native
pastor of Chundicully; and (6) the Rev. J. Niles, Native Pastor of Kopay. The six men behind are all
Natives. From left (our left) to right they are (1) Mr. Hoole, formerly at Jaffna, now a Master at Trinity
College, Kandy; (2) Mr. Paluppilli, Head Master of Girls’ Boarding Schoal; (3) Mr. Mossc, Pastoral
Catechist of Nellore; (4) Mr. Daniel, Pastoral Catechist at Kokoville; (5) Mr. Gomez, formerly Head
Master of Girls’ Boarding School; and (6) Mr. Wadsworth, Head Master of the Kopay Training Institution.

The little girl with the doll is Miss Mary Griffith.

One of the Oldest Photographs of St. James’ Church from The Missionary Gleaner, 1890 sent
to England by Rev. E.M. Griffith who was in Charge of the CMS Jaffna Mission

which was once the Dutch Governor’s Mansion. It was the Governor who planted mahogany trees on
the road to the Kachcheri along his route to work. From there the glorious tower could be seen with
mahogany - lined Chemmany Road going to the church entrance, turning to the right and then
immediately to the left to run along the church wall.

Tragically, some not subject to the pleas of the people being governed, shifted Chemmany Road
southwards and built a play area on the vacant field the called kittu Park. The church now has no
entrance road and is invisible from Muththiraichanthai. Kittu Park itselfl is now in ruins, its only
remnant being the two donkeys they had in their zoo and now braying at my gate as my dogs,
Kadiyan and Kalafi, seem to enjoy a private game. In this chaos, a shrine constructed at the edge of
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the park around 1970 has expanded onto temple occupying a part of Kittu Park.

Life was wonderful learning history where it unfolded. Our Sexton Nalliah had been brought up by a
missionary and knew how to turn out the most intricate western dishes. His only competition in
Jaffna was the sexton Abraham of Christ Church of similar missionary upbringing. Abraham’s
grandchildren are St. James®” members. Either Nalliah or Abraham would come home to cook during
the visits of bishop Rollo Campbell, and even the first indigenous Bishop, The Rt.Rev. Harold be
Soysa who ate European pies with cutlery.

Nalliah was sexton par excellence. He swept and dusted the church regularly, wearing a bandana;
and rang funeral tools and went house to house informing us of any death. He would treat us boys by
letting us into the bell - tower to ring the funeral bell by hand: ding, ding-ding and so on. Nalliah
would find Dutch VOC and Chankili’s Nandi (Bull) coins while sweeping the church grounds and
give them to me. I had these carefully kept in a cigarette tin (such tins also becoming rare by the
1960s), but these childhood treasures were looted when the LTTE evacuated Jaffna in 1995,

While we played in the TTC/ Practising School grounds, Hindu children gathered at the filed south
of the boulevard from Muthirai Chanthai field around 1965, but my father gathered the Hindu
parents and the project was halted because of the signature campaign he launched.

Kitchen
Bathroom | e
Open Veranda
o o
Pantry L b Dining Room 23 Bedroom °| Store Room
Church D
VEStrY ) Swinging Door I TTC
1®  Bedroom o Hall D Bedroom Garage
w o w
e Long Verandah with solid pillars continuing to church
Office
e o o o o
Sloped
Entrance to
Garage by Rew.
Hoole

Chemmany Road
1. Constructed by J. G. Arasaratnam with blue neon lights new for Jaffna at the time

Collapsed Mission House: Best Effort Reconstruction by Rajan Hoole and Author

Lingam in the Church: A new danger to the church is evinced in untrue claims that have been
inserted in the Wikipedia that the Lingam of the original temple was preserved at St. James’. It is
further alleged that it got destroyed during the bombing of the Church in 1995, and that only the base
of the Lingam survives inside the Mission House,

This is a nationalist project which wants to achieve two objects. First, it is to say that claims on the
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church may be made based on the Lingam. No church anywhere would keep a Lingam on its
premises. It would be sacrilegious. In any case. I lived there in the 1960s and testify that there was no
Lingam there. Second it is in the nationalist interest to say that the church was bombed. The roof of
the Mission House never suffered bombing in the 1990s. As for the base of the Lingam, such a base
was never there. Recently I saw a block in the Mission House by the wall. next to the doorway from
the Mission House to the Vestry. It is new contraction, perhaps for the priest to sit and pray before
divine worship. It was never there in my time.

Since it is possible that the Dutch government at some future point may come forward to reconstruct
the Mission House as they so generously did the St. James’ compound walls, a sketch of the Mission
house before its collapse is given as a bona fide best - effort reconstruction from memory by Rajan
Hoole and me. The building verandah was raised about 3 feet. The office put up by J.G. Arasaratnam
broke up the common, continuous verandah of the church and Mission House by sitting in the
middle. The roof was tiled and very high, perhaps over 40 feet high. The swinging door from the hall
to the dining area was like a saloon door.

St. John’s and Joseph knight’s Nallur English Seminary: Opening up free schools, The
Rev.Knight first took to learning the Tamil language from a local Pandit, who would bathe at the
village pond each day after classes for be rid of the caste pollution from knight! in March 1823 Rey.
Knight had seven boys in his bungalow for schooling. This school, known as the Nallur English
Seminary, had its up and downs because of cholera outbreaks, was closed, reopened and so on. A
Nallur Female Boarding School was also opened up and this writer’s ancestor was a product of that
school and the owner of the land across the Teachers” Training College where he presently lives. The
Parish Hall Survey plan marks the neighboring house as that of Mrs.E. Hoole, the wife of The
Rev.Pandit Elijah Hoole, One of the first local CMS priests.

Although today’s Church authorities claim this English Seminary was St.John’s College (making the
beginning of St.John's the year 1823), historical records show there is little truth to this assertion.
There is really no proper continuity with the Nellore school which was closed as a result of a severe
cholera epidemic in 1833. Both missionaries running the Nellore school, knight and William Adley,
were abroad then. The CMS, the agency responsible for the school, writes of the school in CMS’s
official history by Rev. J.Balding in his book one hundred years in Ceylon, or. The centenary
volume of the Church Missionary Society in ceylon, 1818-1918 (CMS Publication):
An important high class boys’ school was begun at Chundicully in 1851, which is now
known as St.John's College.
Note the word begun. Further, Father Balding writes:
In 1841 the (Nellore) Seminary as removed to Chundicully and in 1851 as a boarding
establishment it was abelished. From its foundation to its close upwards of two hundred
lads passed though the regular course, and seventy became converts to Christianity
(emphases mine).

Inescapable is the import of the word “ abolished™ and the phrase “to its close.” Sorry St. John’s!

The real reason for the commissioning of St. John’s was that we had been under the see of Calcutta
until we got our Bishop of Colombo, James Chapman, on 7 November 18435. In the Anglican Church
which is at once catholic and Reformed, the CMS was out and out ¢xtreme - Protestant - no candles,
crosses or flowers on the altar (which word they did not use and preferred Eucharistic Table). But
Bishops by nature of office are of the ‘high Church’; thus, Bishop Chapman’s early were marked by
arguments in the church literature concerning even the blessing of foundation stones by him. “Did
the nature of the stone change after his blessing™* a CMS priest asked the bishop caustically.
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Anyway, with the Bishop come the society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the SPG, the High
church Evangelical Missionary Movement rivalling the low Church CMS. It was the time of the
catholic Revival led by those such as cardinal Newman in England. They established St. Thomas’
collage as an SPG school in 1851. Given the acrimony, it is my surmise that the Bishop had no choice
but to fund the CMS’s St. John's the same year, namely 1851.

Schools Takeover: Today, East of the church along Chemmany Road was the Nallur Teachers’
training collage (TTC) and the CMS Practicing school. These were nationalized under the “Assisted
schools and Training collages(Special provisions) Act, No.5 of 1960.” At the time, my mother was
a lecturer in Mathematics at the TTC, I was a student at the practicing school, and my father as Vicar
of St. James’ was the manager of both institution. The TTC principal was J.G Arasaratnam and the
practicing school Headmaster was K.P.Muttiah.

My recollection are vague. The teachers had to come to St. James’ for worship. It was regularly but I
do not recall how often - whether weekly or daily. The men used what is now the parish hall as their
dorm, which was then lined with two neat parallel rows of wooden beds.

The TTC principal did not have to be Anglican. Earlier when my mother was a girl at the vicarage
and went to weekday mass passing the mission House, she told me how the TTC principal who was
from the Methodist church, Mr.J.C Amarasingham, used to stand regularly on the road and tease
her, “Ah! o you are going, to the circus’’ It was a caustic reference to Anglicans having to kneel,
genuflect, bow and stand at various points of a service while Methodists sat through the service and
spoke irreverently during divine worship as a boy 1 had observed a magistrate speaking loudly at
their Jaffna St. peter’s church while waiting for the service to start. Used Anglican solemnity I was a
little shocked.

Mr.J.G Arasaratnam, the TTC principal in our time, was also a Methodist worshiping at St. peter’s.
My father did not allow him to preach to the TTC students when they attended church, saying he did
not have a lay- preacher’s licence. There were visits home by several churchmen but to no avail. Dr.
D.T. Niles of the Methodist church asked my grandtather to tell my father but my grandfather would
not interfere - living in the same house, he was cautious in his communications, writing letters to my
father on sensitive matters like my father neglecting the flower plants that he, my grandfather, had
planted. I discovered this letter after my father’s death while going through his papers. It was written
from the Vicarage to “The Rev.R.H.R. Hoole, the Vicarage”

In the old days, the Missionary priest resided at the mission House adjoining the church (hence the
name), and the Native pastor lived at the vicarage East of the school. At some point after the
missionary was gone, the TTC principal began occupying the Mission House. My grandfather, the
Rev.Canon S.S.Somsundarem, had been vicar for 23 Years (1932-1954)and lived at the vicarage as
we did fro early 1956.

The 1956 Official Languages Act brought out the church’s intrinsic tendencies to bow to Govern
ment in obedience. My father, The Rev.R.H.R.Hoole, was educated at Raffles in Singapore in the
English language. when English priests ran away from Singapore and Ceylon expecting a Japanese
invasion, the English Bishop of Colombo persuaded my father to drop out of his degree programme
and join the clergy, promising him a scholarship to read for a degree in England once the was over.

That Bishop returned to England with the war and that end of his promise. My father was serving the
English parish of St. Mary’s in Veyangoda from 1952 when the official Language Act was in the
switch to Tamil and we were all transferred to Jaffna. for the first time he had to preach in Tamil. we
took up residence in the Vicarage. The Rev. Canon Somasundarem had retired but lived with us and
took services at church of the Holy Spirit Kokkuvil - an easy arrangement since the Vicar of St.
James’ was then also Vicar of Kokkuvil.
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The Mission House and the Department of Education: At takeover time since the TTC principal

was living in the Mission House, that too was over as part of the TTC. The church contested the
acquisition. The Education Department conducted an administrative inquiry in the Mission House
hall. The Director of Education was keen to strip the church of the Mission House. But justice
prevailed. We were asked to move immediately to the Mission House to establish ownership. so we
did. Just after we shifted. in the December of that Year, there was a cyclone (as I recall in 1965)
Under its force, the structure of the vicarage “Entrance Hall” (what we called “Thalai vaasal”)
collapsed. it was where we elder children slept on mats on the floor.

Now, the same well-water pump system on TTC premises supplied water to the Mission House as
well. At the time, our supply was ordered cut. The principal, J.G. Arasaratnam was a kindly man
under orders from the Director who was angry about the return of the Mission House. Early one
morning there was a message from Mr. Arasaratnam that he had been ordered to cut off water to our
home . I was sent to the Guest House in town by my father with a note to our MP,Dr.N.M.V,
Naganathan, who had come from colombo and was staying there. I must have been about 12 years
old then and was the eldest child at home, my two elder brothers having gone over to St. Thomas’
Gurutalawa. [ arrived at the Guest House on my bicycle.

Dr. Naganathan was a gentleman family and a member of St. James’ till married a Roma Cathoilc,
but he would after worship on occasional High Feast Days. He had taken over his grandfather’s name
Naganathan after abandoning his family name Hensman when he entered politics. After reading my
father’s note ,he, who was known as Iron Man for continuing to demonstrate at Gall Face in front of
parliament after his head was cracked by police with a baton and was swathed in bloody bandages
styagraha, told me,

“Tell Mr. Arasaratnam, ‘If cuts off the water, [ will cut off his neck’.”
I could not tell Mr. Arasaratnam that, so I told my father our Mp’s reply. Poor Mr. Arasaratnam who
never wanted to cut off the water! That took care of it anyway. we were given some years to set up
our own supply, and in the meantime we on TTC -supplied water.

The Vicarage: Before the may 1970 election, the SLFP formed a United Left with most communist
parties and challenged and UNP which was in power. Our Bishop dabbled in politics by issuing a
statement just before poll day that was emblazoned in the government’s Daily News as page 1
headline: “Do not Vote for totalitarianism of any kind.” It was obvious whom His Lordship did not
want us to vote for. The UNP government lost badly and the ULF was returned with a 2/3 majority
claiming that the UNP had bankrupted the country and that there was no money for the government
to pay its bills. The hapless Bishop had to make amends quickly. He ordered every parish to give a
Sunday’s collection to the government’s “save the country fund”. My father refused and there were
some exchanges on the constitutionality of whether a parish had to obey his Bishop on this matter.
The Bishop backed off .

In time estate land holdings were limited to 50 acres by the ULF government that had come into
power in 1970. perhaps because the Bishop had rubbed the wrong way, the government also decreed
that a church may own only two house. one for the vicar and one for the sexton. The Vicarage had
been rented to my uncle Dr. P, G .Somasundaram. The wardens of St. James’ set the price and
offered him the right of first refusal, and he bought the Vicarage. The present parish hall was
retained as the sexton’s quarters, although sexton Nalliah continued to live in his own private home
down the land by Veyyilvilunth Paillaiyar Kovil.

Divesting TTC and the practicing school: The Education Department, now in charge of our TTC
and school, went against the provisions of the take - over bill and unlawfully converted the church’s
Nallur Teachers’ Training collage and put up their Ministry buildings, illegally altering its nature as
aTTC. The subsequent “Assisted schools and Training collages (supplementary provisions) Act
No. 8 of 1961 effectively provides as follows:
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1} In section 7(2), that St. James' church should have access to the properiies when it is not
used by the state, we have lost the grounds which our youth used as a playground and school halls which were
used for our functions. we just need to ask and they need to give them to us for our use.

2) Far more seriously section 10(1)(a) says that the premises should be divested and returned to the
church “if such property ceases to be used, or is not needed for the purpose of a school.”™ The TTC is used as a
ministry office and the grounds as a bus -park. The practicing school is down to 60 students (unofficially 30
according to those who work there). But it is still run because shutting it down means having to return the school
to the church.

The church simply needs the guts to ask for is ours. Amen!

Challenges Confronting the church: several terrific challenges confront the church today. some of the
important challenges are:

I. caste: Asnoted by Baldacus, even in his time the different parishes had their different caste hallmarks. The
Mission, particularly the America Ceylon Mission tilted the balance towards vellalas, openly
writing that are “cmphatically our people” and cultivating them. when I was a youth, the last two
pews at St. James' were exclusively occupied by the Panchamar and, Surprisingly, Vellala youth
oo who perhaps thought they could chat during the service if seated at the back. Today almost all
Vellalas have despite the praise the Missions had heaped on them, but caste struggles continue in
may parishes including St. James'.

II. Clergy Standards: once upon a time, our clergy were the only educated people around. Thus was derived
from their formal title, Clerk in Holy Orders, the word clerk which came to be applied
to those who kept written records in offices. Two generations back- say 1950- those
who did well at the Cambridge senior (like the G.C.E.O.L.S) were well trained.
Today almost everyone passes the O.L.s and the best job they can get is as a Labourer
in Government. 1Q levels of today’s university graduates and the old Cambridge senior
people, venture, are similar- for then, a certain percentage of the population passed the
Cambridge Exam while today a not very dissimilar percentage pass the degree exam.
The reading level of yesteryear’s O.L. person and today’s graduate are similar. |
suggest that yesteryear’s O.L. person and today’s university graduate are equal in
capacity. Yet, for clergy recruitment, rather then increasing minimum requirement as
in nearly all professions, we have even begun accepting those who failed their O.L.s
to enter the clergy. we simply thereafier credential them at our Theological college at
Pilimatalawa with a B.Th, degree that is not recognized by the commonwealth as all
other Sri Lanka university degrees are.

Many of these priests who often got their call after failing or scraping through their O.L.s. are a
mischievous bunch on our church. Naturally! A result is that our Liturgical commission produces prayers that
call God *You who are without Holiness™ and cannot even fathom the meaning of the Tamil words when I
pointed these out our in our three language Eucharistic service Booklet. In response some priests asked me what
is wrong. [tis a sad of state of illiteracy even in the Tamil language.

Worse, they do not understand the catholic Faith where the creeds and the praclices by our church
Fathers of the first five centuries and their decisions of the first four councils attended by all churches cannot be
altered. Our Lirgical Commission functions like the Devil’s workshop. The Nicene creed in first paragraph
has the word *Almighty’ about God deleted while the English version continues to call God Almighty. In the last
paragraph the words “holy catholic church™ have disappearcd while in the English version they are there. [ do
not know if crazier things are there in the Sinhalese creed. Ironically in our trilingual services different creeds
are recited by the different language groups. One church, different faiths? can these altered formularies be
called the Nicene creed?

III. same sex marriage: Although holy matrimony is between one man and woman, an influential section
of the church in Colombo led by a former diocesan bishop is pushing the argument that
lifestyle abominable. well, what il' | were to say, asis veritably true, “lamsexually
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artracted o some woman. that is how god made me. [ will engage in heterosexual sex with multiple partners. so
accept me as [ was created.

I can be priest, bishop, whatever 1 want to be because the church is for sinners”? Or what if I
were (o say, it is intrinsic to me the way I God created me, to covet what belongs to others”?
Or what if I were to say, “when God made me , he put onto me a superstitions mind-set. So I am
made to reverence all gods. The church must allow that because that is how I am made made”?

IV. Church Union: This is another challenge to faith. consider concelebration which we have with

the Methodists who do not believe in “Real Presence” as we do and will throw
away the remaining bread to the crows while we reverentially finish the
elements because they have “Real Presence” after consecration. The
Methodists will not sip alcohol but we use real sacramental wine, so we carry
on together with our concelebrations where the Methodists sip alcohol when
we concelebrate in our Church, and they throw away the elements when we
concelebrate in their Church. At such times we will not say we have given up
on “Real Presence”and they will not say it is all right to use alcohol. The
concelebration becomes a sham. so church union really asserts that being one
Church is a higher principal than our articles of faith which we may abandon
for the sake of union. If so, let our Church elders say it. I venture that they
never will. game they play is also a challenge to the Church and her faith.

Christian life is about suppressing all forms of covetousness in us. Thankfully though, God
gives us that required strength to overcome temptation and covetousness. Let the elders of Holy
Mother church never forget that. Our church badly needs Almighty God’s protection from the
dangers that beset us. God Bless You All.
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14|Smwsl Fpsbuse syambs wHpw Soewd. sSeauwsl Hiemdhsn 25,500.00
15| ouopir.R.P.gpramanbsmsin gnidsd @ BioLid Sl 25,000.00
16]3d.J. M. Jrggrswip 20,100.00
17|8® Sows Bpnoadnsnd Byrdls 20.000.00
18|Fmingl. GlFsvaus FAmsgrggn 20,000.00
19|m.65.ggdsush 16,500.00
20|FlmwH. Cahsuynegsi 15,000.00
21|@m-Amws. GFsvaugambp Lgs 15.000.00
22|P®.60fCwWws s HHTH 15,000.00
23|Fm.Hows U.BHauBus 13,000.00
24|FHmwg Frouemp S5 13,000.00
25|Bmind. BeushHE mHerbesmen 11,000.00
26|SHm.Amwod. Gusiggiisn 10,500.00
27 | ol usni S_S.GpguF Glasosus 10,000.00
28|ugBiewan  ZyEvUND 10,000.00
20| Fmlog aFbHB @Rl 10,000.00
30|Bmoal.57H 10,000.00
31|F® HEws. bboHUTe 10,000.00
M@wﬂ. N.R.G Bpmusd &nsd 10,000.00
33|Fo.Howsl. ubule 10,000.00
34|SHm. Ao HSUTT ST 10,000.00
35|CGuyndlflwin enup@sust T sngleusi Fns0 10,000.00
36|Sm.Amos. grggsi EgpUT Fasd 10,000.00
37|8m.Hmes. ahBHrGonssit 10,000.00
38|Fm.Hmws. yauCaubynggn &dSHyn 5,600.00
39| B m.&wryBausd msIHSHEOTT 5,500.00
40|85 m.Smwd.FH1 Duflwurl smin 5,500.00
41| m.greRGLon s 5,000.00
42|P®. Howd MG 5,000.00
43| F g Beonsmn Hen 5,000.00
44|FHm.Smws. HmbEGwren 5,000.00
45 |85ar. 8 mLo&). Ggguinh SLoreu( riseT Bh a6 5,000.00
46|Fm.Hmwod. dyunsyen 5,000.00
47|F®. Amwd. srGworsyinlsiansn 5,009.00
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48| Fm. AmoSH.ITER@SONT  HEgeuHmT 5,000.00
491 Am.AmoS. ), FEHHeH 5,000.00
50|85m Hmwd Gegadeosn Genst 5,000.00
51| SHmwod.@wny Geusd 5,000.00
52|Hm.Hmed. Gy Lggugnggr 5,000.00
53|HmwdE BT GHTENHTET0 5,000.00
54|Bmyupissn suayd & 5,000.00
55|85l Smwsd Feaubpsan 5,000.00
56|F®-HmwH. @0 CLIDSS 5,000.00
57|fm.dmwd. Ifun smsmnsys 5,000.00
58|Flm-Fmwd. JrRGT 6,000.00
59|&Sm.Hmicsd). Gguasiwr g4 5,000.00
60| S M. FTDETOS  (hT e ST 65 3,000.00
61 |GiFsval. @ emwenfl Gpgral 3,000.00
62 | B miod. Gsreden syshsHdsTwend 3.000.00
63 |Hm. B, UsuTEHEHE 3,000.00
64 |Hmod. HeLIHE 3,000.00
65|&m. GlFsomgngeT 2,000.00
66|Hm.Hmod. Comdlnst Grusymegn 2,000.00
67|B®.SHwHl.oRFAbHT SHaiBseralyei 2,000.00
68|Bmod shTemsmuT WHIID HHwSH welHT GHeuyehsed 2.,000.00
69|8m Hmws). ofiwiTl smb 2,000.00
70|Fm. Hmwg. Simsiiprerd 2,000.00
71 |Hmwd. w. mgemr 2,000.00
72 | Blmiog 1 3Bm16 & 2,000.00
73|Hm.Bmod. w.sByeoBnaan 2.,000.00
74| S m.E.eNGswn s 1,000.00
75|Fm Hpwsl. Berst siflwremmb 1,000.00
76|FHmwod. mmpHs 1,000.00
7718 m. Amws, EhTEHBESHLOTT 1,000.00
78| Hlpos. G Fsiensmum 1,000.00
79| Smiods. Heutosmnil 1,000.00
20| S . Cagpuigmsnl Gl soig s Hisng 1,000.00
81 |Hmiod.Cagupragm(miLl) 1,000.00
82| A mins auseasun 1,000.00
83|Hmwd. H@Gsmn 1,000.00
84| A miods.@.ugwams 1.000.00
85|@miegl. uHioTeng 1,000.00
86|Gssual. Glasvsn wmBed 1,000.00
87|Pmog. Bmiursd @grGegerveuf 500.00
88| Hmindl. GlFsvsoibLom 500.00
89|55 mh.s1ls0L6H 500.00
00 |Smed. Cosugon 500.00
91 |Gl suail.sell g 500.00
02 |Pm.Hmingl. oysylemb 500.00
93|Lneflwst Gurmsn FaudinfaoFTe 350.00

1,250,280.00
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