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“Froebel’s System of Kindergarten Education”

Mrs. C_A. Thitukumar

Assistant Director of Education(Eng),
Zonal Education Office, Thenmaradchy.

Friedrich Froebel (1782 — 1852) a German educationist is renowned for estab
lishing the Kindergarten as an integral part of a child’s education. His ideas on early child
hood education are still in full swing, in many countries Kindergartens following Froeb-
el’s Child cducation theory are found in leading cities of Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Great
Britain, the Netherlands, Hungary, Japan, Switzerland, the United States and in many
countries all over the world. In the United States, Froebel’s Kindergarten system has been
a great success, for years and ycars.

Mother’s loss had a great impact on young Froebel and freauently was reflected
on his child education theories. Froebel lost his mother, only he was just nine months old.
No wonder, he was longing for mother carc and company, from a very infant which was a
strong force for him to develop a deep scnse of the importance of early childhood and of
the critical role playced by the teachers of the young.

Froebel’s concern for childhood education was tremendous and sensitive experi
encing the motherless childhood, he naturally developed a longing towards carctaker, and
the impact the care would pour on young kids. A teacher’s friendly manner influences the
Kindergartners he believes, for teachers should develop themselves possess friendly and
supportive manners and care towards the kids.

Froebel attended Pestalozzi’s institute and extended Pestalozzi’s ideas. He saw
nature as a prime source of learning and believed the schools should provide a warm and
supporfive environment for children.

Froebel founded the first Kindergarten (“child’s garten) in 1837, his idea was to
cultivate the child’s development and socialization.

Today’s child friendly school discipline is in full force in the Kindergarten educa |
tion. When it is said that schools should provide a warm and supportive environment for
children a teacher’s role becomes vital. Froebel further belicved in the importance of es
| tablishing an emotionally securc environment for children. Children can be made find the
school pleasant and fun-filled. School climate should be inviting and touching above all
provides a hearty welcome to the child and should make him close to nature. Frocbel em
phasizes that school has to make the child feel that “school is home™. How closer Frocbel
was to the modern strategies of carly childhood education catering for the child is the very
important responsibility of Kindergarten teachers.

School should support the little onces in their needs such as safety and biological
nceds. Froebel’s views on school climate is vividly seen today in child friendly school
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behavior, which is rapidly emerging in our school system, and 1s focused on child- centred
cducation. Frocbel stresses that the right sort of school environment kindles the child’s
learning force and develops his personality, he further views if the child is spotted, a val
able educationally interest behaviour is started. The carlier you start the more you benefit
from is his idea. The school climate contains the pleasant and happy faces of teacher things
that invite the Kindergartners to handle them with: ic sand , clay toys, especially he likes
wooden toys. Another featurc that attracts the toddlers is songs child’s garten should be a
place for little ones to roam around, play, sing and dance etc.

Froebel laid much emphasis on “Unity in diversity”. and diversity in unity, and on
the need for making “the inner outer” and “outer inner”. He feels child’s garten is the place
where a child brings out his inner thoughts, ideas, talents and desircs in the form of making

clay toys, wooden toys, music and positive interaction. at the same time the child’s outer |

inner funcuons as such mingling with play mates. he takes in what’s there outside. what
other mates possess or bring in can be shared by everyone, that helps the child to absorb
more knowledge, skills and attitudes.

Regarding Kindergarten education Froebel thought child is not only a follower but
can perform an act if there is a purpose for it. Teacher has to provide some kind of purpose to
the child to do task. This ultimately leads the child to advocate any development regarding
a permanent discipline on it. Froebel thinks one way of providing a purpose for the child is
by making the purpose interesting and comfortable. intercst depends on the child and not
on the purpose. The created interest should be natural, but if it is by artificial stimulus it
may fade away and withdraw Froebel’s absolute intention is to develop the Kindergarten
child through his innate interest for “play™. As the children arc practical, through games
and by performing activities, they can be cultivated towards progress. Every teacher of
Kindergarten knows that the “play impulse” is at the height of its strength. when the child
enters the pre-school, and fortunately the play impulse is of the greatest educational value.
“Froebel says” childhood is the period of play not of work. His ideas were rooted in the
premise that man is essentially active and creative rather than merely receptive. His belief
in sclf-activity and play in child education resulted in the introduction of a series of toys, or
lcarning apparatuses, devised to stimulate learning through well — directed play accompanied
by songs and music. The toys, which he called gifis. consisted of six sets, or groups. arranged
in ascending order of complexity, beginning with coloured balls and progressing to such

objects as blocks, squares and cubes. Thesc objects provide a series of exercises for preschool |
children. Froebel insists that play is nature’s own means of educating her young and this from |
the kindergarten. The play spirit is the spirit of the young child and play has valuable |
rcasons in developing the physical and social skills. He lays much emphasis on importance of |
constructive play and sclf activity in early childhood. He further thinks just like work and |

lessons play should serve to realize the child’s inner destiny Froebel insists the method that
secks to educate the child through his own interests, and through his own felt purposes. For
that . Froebel's play — way method paves way for providing little children with toys. that
become the source of child’s creanvity and enthusiasm.

Froebel was indeed interested in the development of toys for children — what he |
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called gifts. These gifts or playthings included balls, globes, dice, cylinders, collapsible
dice, shapes of wood to be put together, paper to be folded, strips of paper, rods, beads and
buttons. This idea is to promote primary judgement distinguishing form, colours, separation
and association, grouping, matching, and so on .Under the teacher’s guidance the gifts are properly
expericnced they link the natural inner unity of the child to the unity of all things. E.g :- the
sphere gives the child a sense of unlimited continuity , the cylinder a sense both of continuity
and of limitation. Even the practice of sitting in a circle symbolizes the way in which, each
individual with a unity in itself feels that he is a part of a living thing a world, and a part of
larger unity. The child is to feel that his nature is actually joined with the larger nature of
things.

Froebel puts greater vitality on “Games™ as well. Games are not only fun but they
teach and allow children to pretend and thereby stretch this imagination. It is a current
child education strategy that games will help the child develop thinking skills, literal skills,
social skills and many more living skills.

Frocbel’s belief in learning through games is fruitful and brings successive out
comes. The child lives all the time, and his development depends on the way in which he
lives his lifc from the moments that he takes his first breath if not before. Frocbel laids
much emphasis on the idea of ‘mind and body must be educad cqually and cordinately and
the spiritual side of mans nature must not be neglected.

Froebel’s kindergarten education emphasizes the child’s self activity performing
activities involves the child * live in the learning process’ Froebel in his ideas, shows ways
to stimulate child’s imagination through such materials as sand and clay and paper. By car-
rying out * self — activity’ the child understands the part of the materials with those of the
whole: he acquires skills which are vital for further progress. The child is to be educated
through his own, that is ‘living through vital purposeful sclf —activity, inspired and stimu-
lated by his ownse, felt needs. Froebel further thinks through a child’s creativity his living
skills can be promoted and will go on as a long process. The kindergartners are delighted
in doing tasks and seeing the results immediately,. as well as in overcoming difficulties,
with sand paper and clay child tries various ways and to form ideas of objects. E.g: lines
surfaces and other connections. A child’s self expression is done through self activity for
instance a child moulds various patterns with sand and clay. If we allow our Kindergartners
to play with clay, sand and paper, to our astonishment how beautiful ideas are brought out
through them. Especially self — activities will encourage and enrich the kindergartners.
Sculpting with clay and working with sand further help little ones build their creative
skills. as they use their imagination artistically. Children will love taking part in sand, clay,
paper activitics which utilize many small hand muscles Froebel’s” ideas on self — activi-
ty” are still popular in kindergartens. E.g:- Finger — painting, Board creations etc. Wood
working activitics allow the toddlers to use their imaginative skills freely in a delightful
manner. Active participation by the child is very essential in the process of acquiring skills
and attitudes.

Singing songs plays a vital role in kindergarten cducation. This is not only for
exercising voice but also of instilling spirit of humanity and nature. Songs are enchanting
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and arc destined to become little onc’s favorites, becausc they all encourage them to think
about things that live around them, and some only in dreams. Froebe thinks with songs

| children can experience the fun of pretending to be everything hear and sing.

A Kindergarten song
I am a pencil, long and thin
Put me in the sharpencr and watch me spin
Spin around! spin around! Then I stop! stop!
Onto the paper I will hop hop

Froebel’s kindergarten curriculum consists of gardening and caring for animals in
order to induce sympathy for plants and animals. Naturcs treasure to mankind is vegetation
for that from the infanthood, we should provided systematic training : watering plants, watching
the buds blossoming are fun filled experiences with a sense of enjoying one’s own efforts and
endeavours. And this helps the child to learn to keep a close link with naturec.

Small children want to imitate the adults and want to do as exactly as they do, they
as for they pretend themselves as care- takers and adults. Nurturing plants and animals
cultivate a sense of responsibility in the minds of little children.

Frocbel believes moral education should be an educational force to shape a child
n decent habits. and he makes it a point that spiritual ideals could not be defined. but only
felt. We could make the children come to know the “ inner relationship of things”, things
* meaning God, man. Nature and their unity .

Onc of the pioneer educational reformers, Froebel contributed a lot to the kinder
garten education, being the founder of the kindergarten movement and a theorist on the impor
tance of constructive play and self- activity in early childhood education, Froebel lives in the
kindergarten founded by him in the 19th century and goes on until now. As Froebel’s
theory on kindergarten is liberal, it has lively and beautiful idecas regarding early childhood
education.
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