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Happy 75th Birthday

Wish you a Happy Birthday
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Panch the Silent Achiever

It gives me honour, profound happiness and great pleasure to pen
my feelings about my college mate, friend and colleague.

I wish to express my heartfelt and sincere wishes and blessings to
Panchlingam whom I call “Panch” celebrating his seventy-fifth birthday
on 8th January 2011.

Panch had his education at Kokuvil Hindu College. He excelled
academically always being one of the top students in the class. This was
evident when he passed his Senior School Certificate in the First division.

He graduated and joined his Alma matter as a Science teacher. As
a Mathematics and Chemistry teacher he excelled to such levels that
none could match him.

His rise was meteoric, a grade Il special post holder gradually
became the Deputy Principal and later principal, all these at Kokuvil
Hindu-his alumni. As an administrator, his commitment, his vision and his
phenomenal ability to execute, paid greatdividendsinthelongterm.

A great renaissance in the field of school administration took
place during his time directing the college towards wholesome
development and progress. He was not only an exemplary teacher, a far
sighted principal but also a man with social conscience.

Duringthe 60’s, 70’s and thereafter to date, an infection creptinto
the teaching world-tutories. A person of Panchs’ calibre could have
minted rupees but he resented and detested giving tuition, yet he did-not
for money- purely on compassionate grounds. Sportsmen who were
weakin Mathematics and chemistry-he willingly helped them.

What is particularly appealing about Panch was his contagious

enthusiasm and warm personality which was reflected in everything he

-31-



undertook- a passive achiever, soft spoken and admired by colleagues,
students, parents, educational administrators and well wishers. He had
always been honest and upright discharging his duties entrusted to him
with efficiency and to the satisfaction of all concerned.

After retiring, he had an abiding interest in the welfare of the
school and his dedication was recognised by his colleagues and
acknowledged by the school community at large.

I wish to offer my congratulations and wish him many more happy
returns of this day. May god shower his choicest blessings on Panch and

his family in all their future endeavours!

V.Ganeshlingam

"We are born to do good, if you don’t want to do
anything good, please don't do anything bad.”- Swami Vivekananda

Best wishes Panch!

May this year be the best ever!

Iam very happy to have a great friend like you!

May this special day be filled with memories, love and happiness.

| am sorry beloved friend that | have missed your 75th birthday

From your dearest friend,
S.Logathsan
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HAPPY 75th BIRTHDAY

Dear Sir,

You were born during the depression and the war clouds were gathering
as Germany began to rearm and passed the Nuremburg laws to strip Jews
oftheir civil rights........

For seventy-five years, you've graced this earth and on this day, we give
thanks for your birth

The warmth of your voice, melts away my strife and helped me to learn
many things in the world of chemistry. | still remember the time that you
spent on special classes after school hours. From your loving heart,
straight to your soul there’s a joy in you, that belies getting old. | see it in
the wondrous smile on your face and how your presence, brightens up
every place.

* Birthdays are feathersin the broad wing of time.

* Whatever with the past has gone, The best is always yet to come

* Toknow howto grow old is the master work of wisdom,andone o f
the most difficult chaptersin the great art of living.

You’re not 75, You’re 25 with 50 years of experience.

You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream

| wish you to set another goal and achieve it before you hit the
century mark.

Birthday should be a special time for each to then reflect, onthe past
and on the present and what the future might expect.

Birthdays should be a special time for you to start anew, setting goals

and working to make each and every dream come true.

Kethees Seevaratnam
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Wish you a Happy Birthday

Dear Sir,
You've reached avery special Birthday
May your Birthday
remind you
not only of the number
of wonderful years you've lived,
but of the number ways
you’ve touched
somany people’s lives.
You've seenalot,
donealot,
and you deserve to feel as proud of yourself today

as your family, friends, and students feel proud of you.

Your Student from Canada
K.A.Srikrishnaraj, PhD

(Former Dean / Faculty of Applied Science,
University of Jaffna 1998 - 2004)
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S. Ratnapragasam

Mr.A.Panchalingam’s
ties with Kokuvil Hindu College
have lasted a span of over 70
years. It commenced as far back
as in 1941 and continues to this
day, not withstanding his laying
down the mantle of office as
Principal in April 1991. His
unswerving commitment and
dedication to K.H.Cis unique. He
began in the primary school,
successfully completed his
secondary education and
proceeded to the University for
his degree. After obtaining a
degree in Science, he returned
to Kokuvil in 1958 to be
appointed as a teacher in his old
school. Chemistry was his forte
and Advanced Level class
students benefited much from
his teaching. His method
provided a fillip to bright
students with special attention
to the weaker at the same time
Educational Qualifications and /
or training alone do not make a
good teacher. One’s intelligence,

dedication and experience goes a
long way. In these respects
panchalingam had few peers. He was
honest and had the courage to act
according to his conscience,
regardless of the consequences. He
belongs to that vintage of dedicated
teachers for whom teaching was a
vocation and he loved to impart his
knowledge to the many students he
taught. Lessons were such fun,
spiced with humour and annecdotes.
Students devekpad a warm personal
rapport which withstood the test of
time for many in Sri Lanka and others
scattered world wide.
Mr.Panchalingam service period in
Kokuvil was interupted in 1971 by a
short spell of five months (December
70 to April 71) at Omanthai Maha
Vidyalaya. Where he was sent
immediately after his completing the
Diploma in Education in 1970 from
Peradeniya.

Appointing Deputy Principals
was the prerogative of the Principal
in charge of the school. When a
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vacancy for a Deputy arose in
1973 at Kokuvil Hindu many
aspirants began to lobby for this
position. After careful
consideration of rival claims
Mr.C.K.Kanthaswamy, the
Principal was wise to seiect
Mr.Panchalingam as the Deputy
Principal. In Principal’s opinion
the calibre of other teachers
senior in age and teaching
experience did not match up to
shoulder administrative
responsibility in a growing
school. Besides Kokuvil Hindu
carried in its staff an excess of
graduate teachers at that time
which the Department has
wanted pruned to be within the
approved cadre. Some teachers
gas perforce to be transfered;
about six of them were released
in rapid succession to serve in
differnet schools in the
peninsula. The transfers evoked
strong antagonism and deep
bitterness; the agrieved
condemned this as a subterfuge
and began a harsh ans unjust
campaign of personal
villification of the Principal. That

was the dark side which left a bad
taste. Here we must remember with
gratitude the valuable services
rendered to Kokuvil Hindu college by
the late Mr. C. Arulampalam both in
capacity as Political Autuority and as
chairman of Kokuvil Village
Committee right from the Linga
Lights Carnival days in 1950. Principal
C.K.Kanthaswamy’s dedication to
Kokuvil Hindu was such that the best
interests of this college was the most
overriding consideration in his
selection. Among the many things
that C.K.K had done at Kokuvil the
best was his choice of Mr.
Panchalingam as Deputy which
paved the way for an easy rise to
Principalship. Panchalingam had
lived up to Mr.Kanthaswamy’s
expections and had proved his
excellence over his rivals both in tact
and administrative ability. He silently
works for Kokuvil Hindu’s progress
with loving care even today As
Deputy Principal he did his work
gallantly and was a pillar of strength
to Mr.Mahadeva, who was Principal
from June 1972 to December 1979.
Mr.Panchalingam’s success was due
to his preference to lead by

-36 -



persuasion rather that by
command. He instilled into his
students the need for discipline,
good manners, punctuality and
tram work. His policy was that
the essence of teaching lay not
in the imparting of knowledge
but also in the interaction and
spontaneous exchange of ideas
that goes between teacher and
pupil.

In January 1980
Mr.Panchalingam was
appointed Principal K.H.C. We
take pride in the fact that three
of our past pupils - the late
Mr. M. Mahadeva,
Mr.A.Panchalingam and the
president incumbent
Mr.P.Kamalanathan in that order
have adorned the Principal’s
chair at Kokuvil.
Mr.Panchalingam performed his
work with unobtrusive dignity
and with admirable competence
and thoroughness. The school is
second to none in academic
excellence as well achievements

insports and games.

K.H.C was and
coeducational institution. In the late

is a

nineteen seventies, there were
subtle moves to make it an
exclusively Boy’s school, moving the
girl students to the Ramakrishna
Mission school located a quarter of a
mile away. It was largely due to
Mr.Panchalingam’s efforts that this

move was effectively thwarted.

On him fell the task of guiding
the destinies of the college at a
crucial period of its history when the
Indian Peace keeping force camped
in the college for nearly two months -
from November 18, 1987 to January
4, 1988. The Collegeserved as the
“Retugees Camp” in October,
November 1987, where over 7500
persons displacedfrom their homes
sought shelter. In the College
playground lay burled in one mass
grave over twenty six innocent
refugees killed when one of the
buildings in the school collapsed in
shelling by the IPKF soldiers. The
damage to the school exceeded well
over fifteen lakhs of rupees.
Expenditious restoration of normalcy
for the school to function was no
easy task. It is to Mr.Pan chalingam’s
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lasting credit that school started
functioning at Kokuvil without
any long interruption. Much to
our loss Mr.Panchalingam left
Kokuvil Hindu in April 1991 to be
Principal of Jaffna Hindu College,
perhaps the most respected and
prestigious post in the lJaffna
Mr.R.Mahendran
filled the void and served as our
Principal till January 1996. As

Peninsula.

Mr.Panchalingam retired from
East
provincial Council appointed

service the North -

Mr.Mahendran as Principal.
J.H.C and Kokuvil Hindu was left
in charge of an inefficient care
taker Principal whose actions
were not at all in the best
interests of the school. Factio
nalism and lethargy among the
staff crept in; divisive tendencies
developed amongst the school
community. Citing an old
Depeartmental circular, the
targeted to be the President of
Old Students Associations as
well. He shut out the Jaffna OSA
committee from meeting in the
school permises. He got the
Bank account of the Jaffna OSA
forzen by the Regional Director

and tired to scuttle its activities. The
College was in crisis. In the mass
exodus out of Jaffna in October 1995
the school lost almost everthing
material wise. Subtle moves were
now afoot to rob K.H.C of its identity
too and make it a tulelage of Jaffna
Hindu College. Past pupils had to act
firm and fast to save the school. At
the meeting of K.H.C Old Students
held in Chavakacheri in February
1996 Mr.Panchalingam was elected
President to meet the challenging
situation. He promptly alerted the
associations in the U.K, Canada and
Colombo of the disastrous situation
in their “Alma Mater” and got them
to make prompt and effective
represen tations at ministerial level
in Colombo requesting the
permanent appointment of a
Principal at Kokuvil. Con sequently
the deepining crisis was averted by
the of
Mr.Kamalanathan as Principal as
from 1st September 1996.
Mr.Panchalingam did play a major

appointment

role in securing Mr.Kamalanathan’s
services to Kokuvil and has since
been of tremendous assistance to
him in restoring the school to its

present position. The ne up-to-date
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Basket Ball court, the well
furnished Auditorium, the fully
equipped computer laboratory in
K.H.C and the Handy memorial
Junior library are all recent
additions to the school ans are
living testimony to panchalingam’s
altrustic labour of love. Fire
punctuated Kokuvil’s progress in
the nineteen fifties whilst the
extant war conditions in Jaffna had
their turn in the years 1987 and
1995 and checkmated its
advanees, uet it moves on
unabated. Few people know that it
was at the suggestion of
Mr.Panchalingam, that the K.H.C
OSA Trust was established in 1997
in Colombo. This legal entity was
set up to own new fixed assents of
Kokuvil Hindu College - a vested
school. He had the foresight to see
the school outgrowing the site at
Kokuvil and was the motivating
force in all the recent land
acquisitions in Kokuvil by the Trust
for the expansion of the school.
Here we must record our greateful
thanks to our Sister Associations in
the U.K and Canada for joining us
in Colombo to provide the needed

finance for the purchases. In K.H.C
a succession of Principals and staff
have been exernplary models.
Service without thought for
reward was their credo. Mr.
Panchalingam was one with that
venerated tribe of dedicated and
God fearing men who considered
the call to serve his school as a
vocation receiving little or no
pecuriary gain, He met every
situation in the complex life of a
large school from the spiritual
angle, finding an answer from
within that would help dispel any
possible discord and enrich and
enhance unity and harmony in
K.H.C. In that way he displayed the
innate loftiness and spiritual
refinement of his nature and was
an inspiring example of exquisite
and noble living. We the past
pupils in Colombo recall with pride
and admiration that Kokuvil Hindu
is fortunate in having his
continued services and wish him
and his family a long healthy and
prosperious life. May K.H.C grow
from strength to strength and keep
the flag flying.

Mr. S.Ratnapragasam
Senior Vice President.
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Tribute to Mr A.Panchalingam
in his 75th birthday

Mr Panchalingam served with
distinction as teacher, Vice -
Principal and later as Principal
for thirty three years. Whatever
he did, whether teaching or
administrating the school he did
exceptionally well winning
plaudits.

As ateacher of chemistry, he had
few equals. His old students still
remember him with gratitude.
In his capacity as Vice —Principal,
he gave unstinted support to the
Principal, Mr Mahadeva.

Some of us had the good fortune
to serve with him during histime

as Principal. He was soft—spoken and
mild — mannered, he was very skilful
and tactful. He solved problems with
ease and everything moved
smoothly under him. Teachers
working under him had easy access
to him and found him very receptive.
Everyone was quite contented.

The school advanced under his able
guidance and he still continues to
serve the school rendering valuable
assistance and those in charge.

May god bless him with many more
years of healthy good life.

Mrs B. Kanthapillai

(Former colleague)
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