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Karai

Welltare

Society

Situation Report in Karainagar

(Certain information received from various sources are
given below)

Names of those brutally killed by security forces in
Karainagar on 26/08/91

1 K. Kulasekeram 64  Palavodai Kari-East
2 P. Arumugam 70  Palavodai Karai-East"
37 A. Valliamma 65 Karai-East
4, Thirumal (J/Central College Student)
Di Koqwalapillai 50 Karai East
6. K. Thambu 22 L

7. K. Navaratnam 52 f

8. K. Valliammai 82 ki

9, M. Muruhavel 45 °

10.  Nahuleswaren 35 ¢

11.  an unidentified man 80 Years old Gentleman."

12, Veluppillai Karainagar

(to be continued in the next issue)
Other incidents

25/6/90 Many people fled their homes because of shelling
from Karainagar naval base

10/6/90
S. Puvaneswary— F 16

She was injured due to shelling from naval camp and became-
unconcious. She was taken to the local dispensary and then to
Jaffna hospital. Later moved to the Manipay Hospital. In her
statement she said that her father was shot and killed by the
security forces. ;

10/7/90 - Virakesary

Mr. Perambalam of Karinagar— Chief clerk of Mullaitivu
Kachcheri, seriously injured when Mullaitivu Kachcheri was
dttacked by aerial bombing.

25/7/90 — Three Machetti bombers — bombing at Karainagar
area.

Karai Welfare Society (United Kingdom)

About 80 Karainagar people who are resident in UK, met on
20th May 1990 and formed the Karai Welfare Society. At this
inaugural meeting, the constitution of the society was approv-
ed. An executive committee of 15 members was elected. Presi-
dent Dr. S. Sabaratnam explained that the purpose of the
Society was to promote, sponsor and support educational,
health and other development or welfare projects which will
improve the quality of life for those in Karainager. In order to
achieve these objlectives, the Society requires the participation
and support of all Karainager people. The primary source of

income of the Society is from the membership fees. Member-
ship fees will be £3.00 per month for each adult member.
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Hundred Years Old

aha Vidyalayam)

EMERITUS,

Can there be anything more inspiring than the ex-
ample of Hindu and Budhists Savants like Srila Sri
Arumuganavalar in the North and Angarika Dhar-
mapala in the South who campaigned for Saiva and Bud-
dhist Schools in the closing quarter of the nineteenth
century with the-objective of imparting English Educa-
tion which did not negate but promote and develop the
communal cultures at a time when the country was
dominated by Western customs and habits that resulted
in the slow impairment among the people, the manners
and morals of the East?

Chief among those who heard the clarion call of
| Navalar was the late S. Arunasalam of Karainagar who
is still immortalised as No.2 to Navalar in founding Hin-
du Schools for Hindu children all over the peninsula
spending all his wealth and becoming a pauper in the
process. It was he with the assistance of the late K. Led-
chumana Pillai and S. Kandappar two benefactors of the
area that founded the school in 1888. The beginnings
of the School are yet misty, but the founders, the great
Trinity met their man in Sayampoo, a saiva savant who
is now recognised as the father of this great enterprise.
Time has taken its toll, yet there are a few veterans
amidst us who still preserve the shine of the battle
shields in the war that Navalar waged with his war cry,
"Hindu Schools for Hindu Children".

It was in 1872 that Navalar founder his "Saiva Angila
Vidyasalai”, the first of its kind to provide English
Education for Hindu children, but it failed on account
of the patent hostility of the ruling power. Almost after
two decades of his death, Hindu English schools were
born phoenix-like as it were and one such school was
the Karainagar Hindu English School, that started as a
humble school in 1888 in a room provided by one of
the benefactors in its island home. Founder M. Sayam-
poo who did not belong to the island community that
was benefited by his genius, was fired by the ideals of
Navalar, started teaching English to those who were
thirsting for competence in the subject and his early
products, many of whom migrated to Malaysia, are still
spoken of as efficient administrators, educators, men
on the railways and hospitals who made trains run on
time and enabled the sick for speedy recovery.

The name of the School was on the lips of every
Tamil in Malaysia at that time. No wonder that a
grateful people have erected a statue for their Guru that
stands as a land- mark in the history of the island’s
culture and religious revival. The founder collected a

when thirteen out of fifteen passed the all-Ceylon J.S.C.

-of the school’s future had it affliated to Jaffna Hindu

tracted Hindu students from all parts of Ceylon. Since

who relied on the continuing band of assistant teacherr
who carried on their dedicated work in the only schoox

adorns the Nadarajah Memorial Hall — something

was the architect of its collegiate status. He laboured

band of young teacherswho caught their master's call
for serving the people deprived and denied the facility
of learning in the English medium w1thout forsaking
their birth right.

Often praised by the Education department as a
model elementary school, it created history in 1934

examination, and the only first division in the island was
from this school.

In his lifetime the late Sayampoo with his foresight
College in 1921 which with its grand start in 1890 at-

then the school gradually grew into a senior secondary
school and in the middle forties it developed into a full
fledged Collegiate school. The story of its slow growth
is the story of many trials. But the head-masters of the.
early era and the principals who directed its growth to
attain the present Super Grade status were real kingpins

they knew till retirement. The galaxy of these heroes

rarely found in other schools.

Principal Kanagasabai with a record of ten years in-
tense labour merits mention for his crucial role in con-
verting an excellent middle school into a senior
secondary school. He was able to get the right graduate
teachers who put this small school in the country's map.
Students who were held in leash till then showed their
mettle in the senior and London Matriculation ex-
aminations.

Sayamboo, & saiva

vant, is noOW
::cogmsed as the father

of this school.

Principal Thiagarajah M.A., M.Litt., (and later Ph.D.)

for 28 years and when the school was raised to Super




students scattered in the various parts of the world and

Grade he did not wait till the age of retirement to en-fwell wishers to make the centenary a fitting occasion
joy his greater salary and greater pension. His passion | to build and develop the school for another historic trek

for public service got the better of him and be entered
Parliament in 1970 and was therefore compelled to
retire, earning the esteem of the parents and public for
the multifaceted dimension be gave to the College. In’
his devotion to the founder he followed the footsteps
of the late'N. Nadarajah, K.C,, since both of them were
students of the founder who taught their parents before

they left for Malaysia for distinguished service. The

premature exit of the late Dr.A. Thiagarajah from the

national scene necessitated the change in the name of
the College as Dr.A. Thiagarajah Madhya Maha %8
Vidyalaya although to the ordinary folk it is still Sayam- |

poo School.

The reputation of the College is seen in the
distinguished alumni adorning top posts in all walks of
life in this country and elsewhere. When the College
celebrated the Diamond Jubilee in 1950, the Nadara-
jah Memorial Hall, an imposing edifice was opened by
the Hon. Dr.L. A. Rajapaksha and his portrait was
unveiled by the Vice. Chancellor Sir Ivor Jennings both
admirers and friends of the late K.C. There are still a
few alive among the old folk who can recall how the
late Nadarajah K.C. at every court vacation returned
to his home town and assisted his Guru the late Sayam-
poo in conducting the Friday morning Bajanai at the
Karainagar Sivan temple — an event that has deepen-
ed the tie between the School and the temple.

Another notable personality was the well-known
civil lawyer, the late A.V. Kulasingham, the indepen-
dent journalist, who sat in the editorial chair of the Dai-
' ly News, and above all a pioneer Paranthan farmer who
called the youths to go forward to the land. He sat at
the feet of Sayampoo and taught at the school for some
years before he became a political and legal luminary.
The School tapped the generosity of all patrons — Hin-
dus and Christians in the island, most notably was the
helping hand given by an eminent physician,
Viswanathar, who like Sayampoo built a popular dispen-
sary, later handed it to the American Mission hospital
at Manipay.

In the turbulent times of today in which teachers
and principals have to be shifted due to the exigencies
of service, the School is able to maintain and con-
solidate the achievements of its past. Thanks to the
various heads that did yeoman service often to make
the best of a bad bargain.

The present Commemoration is therefore an op-
portunity for a reappraisal of the School's history and
heritage, its aspirations and achievements. Times have
changed and education has become more secular and
requires to be remodelled to the needs of the weaker
'section of the community.

The present incumbent Mr. M. Thiruneelakanda
- Sivam, is an old boy himself and a former teacher soak-
ed in the best traditions of the school and community.
' Aware of the challenges, past and present, he and his
teachers need the active participation of all parents, old

|

towards the 21st century.

N.B. (Since 1983, the Hindu College renamed as Dr.
A.Thiagaraja M. M. V. to honour his service to the
college.

Karainager is a small island north-west of Jaffna penin-
sula, with a population of 30,000 people. The only ac-
cess to this island from the mainland is by the Punnalai
causeway, which is about 2 miles long.

This island has the only Sri Lankan naval base (2nd big-
gest) in north of Sri Lanka.

Since 1983, residents of Karainagar has suffered several
attacks by the armed forces and large number of
families have lost their life and properties. There been
systematic harassment, and demolishment of proper-
ties around the base with a view of driving the people
from the area so that the base could be expanded. For
the last five years the the navy forcibly seized the lands
and property within the two mile radius. The govern-
ment so far did not pay any compensation to the peo-
ple. There were periodical attacks, which resulted is
heavy loss of lives. The people of Karainagar continued
to suffer by the presence of this naval base.

Since the beginning of April 1991, the entire island of
Karainagar came under heavy naval shelling and ariel
bombardment and the entire population was trapped
and several people were killed. The only means of
escape was the causeway which ccmes under ariel at-
tack. Several people found shelter in Temples and Chur-
ches. These places also came under attack from air to
be destroyed. :

Hundreds of people who tried to escape from this at-
tack through this causeway were killed by ariel bom-
oardment. Those people who are unable to escape to
the mainland are suffering due to starvation and lack
of medical facilities. Severely injured cannot be taken
to Jaffna Hospital, as the only way out of the island is
impassable. .

(This letter was sent to the Foreign office, UK and to
the Government of Sri Lanka by the citizens of
Karainagar in U.K. — May 91)
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57 Navalar Doy
observed by Tamils

. On November 30, the

meeting . began  with -
prayers led by Saiva Nert
Kavalar, Mr S Saba -

pathipiilai, MrsT Mut-
tucumaraswamy and Mr
VR Ramanathan:

Among those who
spoke were Mr K
Navasothi- and. Selvi

Surulika Lokanathan. -
Mrs Arunthathi Srikan-
tharajah and her pupils en-
tertained the audience on
Veena and with songs.

In my own speech, Isaid
that what the Tamils
should do now is give their
full support to the Tamil
militants.

Earlier a large size por-
trait of Arumuga Navalar
painted by Gandeepan
Vaikunthavasan was un-

veiled.

Arumuga Navalar
- First Tamil free-
dom fighter

against Im-
perialism
SRI LA SRI Aurumuga

Navalar will aiways be re-

membered as a Tamil-

scholar of - outstanding
originality,. -a great re-
former and above all as an
intrepid fighter against im-

perialism which was im its-

incipient stages during his
life time. :
He lived for onmly 57

vears (1822-1879) and al-
though born, bred and’
educated in Jaffna, he
prided himself that he was’
first and foremost a Tami-
lian, therefore his primary
affinity and the sacnifice of

" his entire life was for the

Tamil people and their
way of life - whether in
Jaffna, Chithamparam or
Thiruchendur.

PIONEER

Long  before  Sub-
ramania Bharathiyar of
Tamil Nadu, Arumuga

Navalar from Yalpanam

was widely recognised as

a Tamil literary figure.
When he was only 27

years-old, Arumugam was

already a highly respected
sanyasin and welcomed to
the holy pilgrimage and-
cultural centres. His dis-
courses on Saiva Siththan-
tham and Hindu
philosophy earned him the
title of ‘Navalar’ from the

nighly prestigious religi-
ous institution - the
Thiruvavaduthuras
Atheenam in South India.

As Tamils on this occa-
sion of our paying homage
and tribute to one of our
greatest ancestors, let us
so live that we are ina pos-
ition to honour Tamil free-
dom fighters like Sri La Sri
Arumugam.
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