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ON THE JAFFNA LIBRARY ARSON: 1981

S.Karunanandarajah (in Tamil)
Translated into English by
Gopan Mahadeva

Why did they plot this despicable act? The schemers, did they prefer to sever
Their noses and appear before us as ill omen to dampen our path to progress?
Why did the dastards commit this cowardly crime? What profits have the fools
Reaped, and what gain has anyone made by burning this, our ancestral wealth?

What ills did all those ancient books in English, some in certain Aryan tongues,
Most in our own sweet Tamil, and some even in Sinhalese, with their age-old,
Accumulated wisdom, which were of practical use in noble and friendly ways,
What harm did these works do to them to be set on fire and burnt all together?

Did they think they were setting a trap to slow the flow of the learning streams
In the domains of Goddess Tamil? Didn't they pound just empty mortars of wood?
Why did these mean folks attempt to beat the bright sun with part-burnt firewood?
Did they try to demolish our culture and us, by damaging this, our nation’s gem?

Why did these halfwits empty their trash-bins of hate into the pure, refined pool
Of wisdom, to block the flood and flow of enlightening knowledge and truth?
Having failed to coax out dust, which shut their sights, with gentle wash-and-wipe,
These dolts decided to pierce their eyes with pins, thus forever becoming blind.

History is laughing at these misguided miscreants who, with their very hands
Have filled their eyes with grimy sand. Humanism is frowning at and lamenting
The survival yet, in its midst, of these ill-bred specimens who mar its grandeur.
Good Earth stares helpless at these twits who've smudged her face with excrement.

The whole world is laughing in derision at these laze-driven louts who have
Their lowliness of passion broadcast with tom-toms, pretty well by their own acts.
The entire world is sobbing with shyness at the foolishness of these fanatics
Who had really cut off their noses to treat themselves against common cold.
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What use laughing at them now? What use crying day-and-night at our plight,
Now that our Goddesses of Learning and Wealth are all but dead? How many
Senses do these two-legged fire ants that ate our much-prized books possess?
Who, did these dog-brained persons think, will gain from their damaging act?

Why did these mean men strive so hard to maim for good this world’s wisdom?
Like spitting in the huge wide sea to make it mean, like trying to mask the sweet
Fragrances of the Arabian Jasmine by throwing at it smelly sediments from drains,
Like trying to block out the moon with their bare hands, did these evil men try

To disgrace golden Mother Tamil, world's ancient and elegant lamp of learning?
Who has really lost by their sub-human action of garlanding the most holy statue
Of our temple with prickly thorns? Is it only ancestral Tamil Eelam where we're
Rooted deep, thatlost? Is it just the Tamil language that has lost? No, not so!

But the world itself has lost by the arson committed on our Jaffna’s Library.
All those learned, in the world, have lost thereby, That's why the whole world
Is thinking, with fingers on noses, how this slinging of mud could occur,

How such base-passions sprout, how such enmities are born between men!

Who are these offenders? Which dense jungles” hyenas and jackals are they?
Why did they think of such despicable acts? Never in the history of this world
Had anyone performed such a horrible crime; never before have human beings
Suffered such losses to their glorious civilizations. Nowhere in world’s annals!

Even Hitler who authored atrocities, being soaked up in his fascist doctrines,
Never gave any such orders to his henchmen or troops. Even while allowing
The bombing of London in WW-2, he instructed them to spare the Museums.
Why? Because he knew that therein lay the seed of knowledge and wisdom.

Are these men mere fools? Or, are they rice-guzzling hollow balloon-bags,

To destroy our precious Library, popular as the best in all of South Asia then,
Without the brains to discern Lord Siva’s Lingam stone from simple gneiss,
And to have lifted one leg and urinated without finding out on what or where?

Even when we choose to forget all these, our minds are not fully cooperating!
We find it hard to decide on the most fitting words from world’s dictionaries
To describe their shameful and cowardly act, in having sacrificed our abode
Oflearning to some devil they worship. Even long after we are dead and burnt,



£ Benp sy GslLib 103

The souls of Tamils who love their language and heritage will sob loud and curse
Those culprits. Having done what they did, those hypocrites soaked in falsehood,
Having wounded the heart of our Goddess of Learning seated on her white lotus
With tears of fire triggered by their act, they are applying puny drops of perfume

To her bleeding heart. Those who unhesitatingly destroyed our Tamil treasure
Are now pretending to form a movement to rebuild this monument. Will they
Do anything concrete? That mean clan which showed no regard for our centre
Oflearning is pretending to collect bricks and books for building it back for us.

They are lifting their garments to their faces to shield their shame, and the world
Islaughing at their Folly. Even if we use our skills-with-words and vilify them
Aswenow do, even if we become storm and defeat these ignoramuses in warfare,
Still we should not forget that donkeys never learn of the fragrance of perfumes.

They do not respect education. Books are just paper for donkeys to bite and eat,
And they regurgitate knowledge only as eaten paper, and then they loudly bray.
Therefore, dear kinsmen, let us remove the pain inflicted by those whose nature
Is to do evil, and throw that pain far away. As an antidote for their poisoned act,

Let us dedicate ourselves to diligent learning and research, and rebuild our nation.
Let us collect rare and useful books from everywhere, in thousands, in each home
And keep them for our country being freed. Let us take cunning cues from trees
And blooms like bamboo, lilies and lotus, which start re-sprouting, and flowering
As soon as water returns, even after months, in dried and cracked up clayed soils.
We will rise again very soon from our ashes, like the phoenix, Of that we're sure!

Acknowledgement: §.Karunanandarajah (Yuga Sarathy)
Professor Kopan Mahadeva




Murder

M.A Nuhman in Tamil
Translated into English by S.Pathmanathan

Last night

I dreamt

Buddha was shot dead

by the police,guardians of the law.
His body drenched in blood

On the steps

Of the Jaffna Library.

Under cover of darkness
Came the ministers,

“His name is not on our list,
why did you kill him?”

they ask angrily.

“No sirs, no

there was no mistake.
without killing him

It was impossible

to harm a fly-

Therefore..” they stammered.

“Alright, then
hide the horpse”
The ministers return.

The men in civvies
dragged the corpse
into the library.
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They heaped the books
ninety thousand in all,

and lit the pyre

with the Cikalokavadda Sutta.
Thus the remains

of the Compassionate One
were burned to ashes

along with the Dhammapada.

Acknowledgment: Himal Southasian, Volume 26, No 1 p.188
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