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prLs Guen CGupnsdler epad 1978 Qo CesflssiulLg. <
BrLgmisen e Ceuaflui® gerenn QampibL) G rmosl meiyent e
LGSl ki CalGsean 2ihs Hlsbmeaisd gaaeain sl HLGHI
gL, “WBsSTDD” Brissamsub 2ibg 6fpreid Coam GuibblGerear.
“Ugle ererp Sn Qevsdu serdlens, Gevereniaat Slafler wpuhdlme
uwg@uun@m‘g@@ 2UCurg Ceuefleubsgl. 2leujserg PpunHlsE
o ga b apsors 1980 G “wasToh” Brisb Qgaalimer barmers
goanfl geruiunddreer =rmidld Guoent Cupmiiu’L g).

sl mrgsafle wssFmD”
“WiBSTOD" BTG aem_afld 01-10-1988 ear ar Limpdu edléw
Lisuar ipidled et swrfluiurs Guen CuipdlCerer. Ga.&l(peigamTymzam
ewrurflwrselb, L. &g@@mbﬁqm sl Wnse b, &.&nbs @D
auflem qwirseyb, H.omp@ors BHuduirsed, syembgrreant smadlulen
enemaimsa|b, Hnb sSwasthbger, elswer, pepse, grGebslrer,
erraravaphsar ACur@mL BussTisd. sl Cumrpliey
sl Bifwarayd, Wearmenw CoaL Cupprisefled <. Gaubsand
answIneTLijEeT. @enemami GuraGea e _aflgib Guflu Gamrav
Qs LWETLRSSIULL g, 6TlDgl ERTLET BT & Qames Gpemald
Geayps L@HD LBGUDDeTTIHer.

camugsaia® aar_afld @qCuilu Qormss sulprsd
GugmbLmerGery SHD GumpaTgTTF Hbaas@EnsEer aump G e ig
HtiupsD. Gbss @Gwelad samea pwnd, uramauie L] cuaTi&@LD
e (pwpdsmer. erdpGun® Lanfl LfBs, Uflujb Lembd Ha weafls
fureokisa CeciCain Gamfldadr Ge Galemmigu SLULTWLILD. Ty
@Qné prsaflgib wrewe Crrrseaiqbd sog Cerbhs CBrS®S
BILssS D@ esibdl saammials Cgmemjeenms Clawienb e jaeT.
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B snl Qumpllwersmymes gyhidads @Gadla aumrssne 60-70
wanflgSHwmamiseT &R 2(PSIHGERSHE WwaHsudd Gamea GlFiig)
Glaran(®, Bl@d Crrsdla priss eupumigd rHuCGLer. siger
o enlplilL e, fliuefliLergmen Gemer sndlds aumSGCnmb.

‘WS Brsh Gem_jhgl e safld LdGaln oimhigsetliab,
seLrellgd, urflev paflaun Guean Guiluig.

“@ememueaisbor armgy srflisreun’’

Amergmente o flu Bresnrs Ghs HrLsD - cesarcfle '@, Uwesrmbeor
sewg' - 16lm&psir mrmHmeserd swmrifling - 1998

1991 @edl(mbg!, eam_aile euripb Sl AneursEnss “GeanaTueur
sGer erog erdiasmed” eramp FHuG@ BrLsl UlLampser Gl
aumAComD. &omy 15 L kigerTs Wwanerell <y ehsrmant L em
Blenemhg e efla) e LD Brisl Udrafleni aumymbsid BL &b
aumdComb. parbsyreast 1975 @lalmbal @etm eueny GemfEflwins
GTEUE BIL& (PWHElHEHHE 2 MigenarTLITgG 2 apliLial],

1998myib yevor(h LN Iméig 6ot HIHDTERT(h 2 cudle Lis) LimsmisaTled
QameirLm L L g, iensblwim’ iy eer e eurg) ‘$l erdbleliager
ST & oI’ BrLsSmE ‘@@ Lwangdar sas erenrn LSl
SWTHluns speusd euigeusda fneur Brisons Guoen, GuihblGeare.
“Wssrwid' Brossmss SWOIPL QLwWF WIHOEISEHLr S(peusd
Brogwrs delg smbuy SLCurg war_afled audflss eaubs
Cuprdlflwuy &. HeuGesnid ojauisener Cal CLar. gnHélaunis jalf
presl lrdanw wrmdl eripdls sHoT. TLEETSE Sjeuf L Fmeurf
BILshigGenaTwDd, GomiGuwiiygamaryb SUuCung dalig ghseuf
erarLgl GO S5GHESI-

Wber gwimflliyasefler CGurg) @68 wrdfl wrhphisamer Hrer GBI
LRSS ereber BrLshisal @b @GLaIGEED STadSSnEn 55 gl
SeuauliGurgl Ydlema wrhHhl @enwliug aupeain. HUGLTg BT
SRIGERHE FmiqleTe| SHaTwsgaramn’ daLsdng. U daatd
wrhob &b delwelame. Brissder Gl Ur_erear ‘g
Lwenrgdlen smgaw By Colerr’ urid aufluiled mpa @
Lwemsdlen samg’ erenm saelieny aThECsen. @hss swimfliiGen
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Curg (psepiysaner LwaruBdseildvama. rmeanen, Cofwaf &l
Br(haatler Lm_sranagetla @bs HrSb FHneufsEnsdE shHlssuubdEng
eregl GOUYL G555,

Smdlod @l elarmd 13 augsE o Ul L e ear Sulips
fmeursaners LlDmelss Frissams CoalL CunmGermd. ‘e
vwangder sams”’ prsgde edwrurflurs sradleall urCabdl iy,
Geuenewmerna wrend LTGeapH T, euflsmiqwurs swraflafl searura
Siusd, fHudwng weger Alsrbselmshd, Hbg LU, gnadlwrafier
wenaredluns Gosreall Fwrsyrgmr wHHIL gGrueuer Sumsemisb,
fleferm Cordlured YHCur@mb pyssay. @eaifsErs@ WM
@repr_mbd Qe Gleena.

Siamenioudled BrLa srElamreflen efwrLmung bi4s5s FraleldE
ey Cung) el erené@Lb wenaedl oy embaTTanfla@d el
Cleld @5

“Thank you so much Uncle. Watching this back brings so many fond
memories of practicing under you and Auntie's mentorship. Cannot believe this
was 17 years ago, still so close to my heart and remember the lines still so clearly!
Thank you both for the lifetime experience that I have never forgotten!

You both shaped my life into a meaningful one and have never forgot how
much that meant to me and still means to me. You gave my childhood a story,
directing me to great lengths - confidence, moral values, performance perfection
and so much more. And the wonderful times [ spent at your house with you,
Auntie and Maanasi. Like everyone said you have been like family to all of us.
Thank you both of you! Words never enough to say this but you both are so
great!”

-Dr Salini Ponn (Salini Balendra)
26-01-2017

QB prissdd uniEg updlu dneurser demaramn sHEUME)
@ anemighisents Leobbuwf supsssld eeugdlud, LI, saumsdliie
Cumary genmsefler meraw Hleneoulledy o erermiser. BrLsl LudHE
SIQUTHETF S (EHNLD aUeTTES&@ Quflgib 2 seilullmasng. @eujaer
STETE@IEnL L BTLSREIGET6 LkiE UDHlL ppeTmrelgl Semepenmulery
Speul. @eufser Smeifserns 6 el erpg BTLsL LTSSl
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G aanbsouiser. Gersaia HAwf sHGurg 20 aumLBmsmaTs
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Eensd LML a(@HLD Habs eTlogl Flmieu] Hrsmisetld 20 eupL_miseams
Glensls LentlwmhHmH DT

“ Lweansdler sensg ' erenn @BHS BIL&SS 6 2DHmms
eSlupiisamenuh efliojests s (Henysmenud Eredle @enemsgiarbarmid.
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Ijamenouded He SLneuseT @orias Claarn B b - o rhdlaa
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QuTpgl Genem Senaapeppudeny Lisd(mb ClomlEUwfliL B Shigar
L (HGWw Brer @&u&gsﬁ‘rmgyn& é&@ﬁj@] M GUHS| GTETEU ] 6T 60TLIG 60 6o
SleusnaflsGsean. g o amrann . sLbg 40 yarhHsated B
Qedliu(ssw 68 prismseflad Gumdcuwiiygmer el swGlioml
oy samsGer oflan. Coab sHCUngD GFTL(BLD erog Hr-& (puhs
SHET LDl 2jeuTser dlab hlHslmssedlaemnea.
QumAEuTILSET eTbg BT igab 6Thg wmludlaib eriGumgh
BLbg OaramCL @me@n. FLésaibd Camr@b. mrar sHGUTS
aum(LpLD everLatr pasifled 2017 @eb Cant Guip GméE b CuiGLTa
@& erepdlis “The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui” eretip mrs550
Boweys F_Hsar CuaLCuppsdneE e wrsmsEns@ perGu
eDm (pigha T Lar. @bs prssdear GANEsT@EH swTflienu S
QU(HLBISERSE (par e afldd @h TRdd UnTsdlmssGnen.
@uugurs war_aid Ceaunm Qwrydl BrLsBises Csmljhs
Guan-Cunplul B sugdlearmar. @lger, CesCGareu Cumamm BT
srélflwiseflen Lo Coupm Qmdl Brshse Csr_rHa Ll Lflsns
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S midlagde Qurniuuissiiu’ @ CoaL Gubls CGerar®d srer
2 GT6MErT. <Beed eT(YLIGIFETE Glavmiensuild sLolfler pmb Gomblameim
GomAeuwiiy pwpdlsamer e siamflullent Ynssalss aphul Ly
ser. spermed Gwmflduwriysear euCungih ehs GlwmddeEo
euerh CarliueneuGw.

S 2 T sdeilld Fepssdlen ‘@G LTI FLPS SLOIPT
sae @asdlul urile CarCarddlwu srab 8. @ AdHss
FEELITS 215 Q(HHSS. HES sESleCer aurarhanm BlFanTudsdlerman
Gurgyib. @eufseflem wrjsedlu aphCundE mflew srrrgeufsaner
Upssails@gn CursGs Cuolarmd @ mbsg. 2 herawnns, ofl
Uil e sp BILssSler Lepss SeTannd@ 2 enpss @eThd
savepeapillerflenr Briss CeupUTHS®er DPBISYES APUIETD
Gewe 2.

“WYsTLD” B sSmss HeTL g AUy Br_shiger
ubdlu elleunghiser SL0lpled o midlaosdlad 1980@6d s o sdlywns
paL_Gunper. Gatb sanaperpulary sraugsaid Hlspbs EbHs
eleungrisaner ibpSmLLgG euflubd. fHarsrer LusSHfaaudab,
DIENE), WRIST STTIqer S serflaasaigib @QLib Gubn @hs
elleungmis@réE eTengl BT& pupaEsd, GHLurs “WssTob'
BIL&ApGL 1p&dlw smL QUTHeTTe Denbsear. @)bHs elleunsnisaa
Cuprélflug &. evsoreudl, Ca.erev. Heu@wmyen, GuyTAfwy erer.
sampsyLentid, (Fapdslyer) Cunméflug 8. HeuCGearb, o7.Cm. sanars
glarm, <. Cuagmer, Guprdflwj erbd.er. mamwmer, & UTCaBSTT,
BT &hsTalmsd, Grel fdleufssearm o HGumy Lkie updlery. GeuT
safld CurmAfwy 8. HaiCasrbd, .6y, sasrsdean, <. Cuayrer,
G ffleuisgent ACuTy GLIPROLUTILSERSE BUSTEITS
sm555 Osflalsseans. awg pubHlsamer o (Heu uTsDd ererm
aurrperns SfluuBssib earenanualfseflear Crradleaner srdlisgn
Geurser eurdllLam. sellens, sang, praucdatiey GmAGQLwWITLL ST
ghpsanraresbCurg prismiseaflsd Qurduwilysamer oen
Umasanilss Ceuanm(HD eTalmmiDd 6TIDG @, <USTEUTE &I CETHSSET.
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@5 elaurshismens Qer_&s meass CurTAflug & aswreus
SIQUTEHET 6TIDG| BILSEIGET LIaSW|LD LmfésTnGaCu erpdlujerarty
TG &6 seuma@GIiLg. BLé <HNIedSET g HlapsswunsGea
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obhs amstld eurorm e TST Gumm e issu) ar
QewasnnCeaamgw Comeuwanr(®. Saurg Guhuy s (Hiayenw
alfleyuBSS “BrLsb BrenE” Bredlan (pearaieywrs Go 1980 e
Qeuaflud i, @& sl Deny 'FR&E BTL& eurerm - S Ligser’
e gealibed efluell enoinlern “yhidler UfloramhigdT” eremD
mredlgbd raflésiiulHereng. Qsangl <igliumiGoGu rpssblp
BrLs eurery sHCUTED LUTfasliLBeug Cousmend@ilug. ieurs)
sl enruia Geareumorm G0l Hererm.

. .ghawwb Gl @ prismsmer Qwmfl Guwiss CweL
CuhmaCs weaartiuner Curssrss srariiLu@Snsg. Qg Meurss
H16@ o flug.

Lo éess e amauldmhg @l LTDT e el e
Qurdliwue manssmsamenbd Agma mlL flyardgeidmsun
S@sCsunsEns@ - aaiws BrHsEsE URREGD &S
aumipseaneumils smsLIUGD peiar enasbsmfla priseflsd Qmbsl
s HENESRSEED aubg LGaudd eflwlibuerar Gméslarms ?
@ Cuppeargsdler Bgilssmsaie) Ggelb qerm Guraib!.,

LQumfl QuWILysEED, SeIOSEHD ShaETlswTar Helfss
Ll 2 aT(HLIciTEmTEsn (B LOmulenid, BreTan_eild 2 pFlwirer LkiseflienLE
Qelwwrier. Qeam Q& wsdluwns werbGararer Geuemmig ul
CgmerpmED."

- Gurrdlflwr &. ewseoneLiS
Slemaren 23-03-1980

1968@)e s iasd UHH ] erev. Heupmusd o hidlagsld
apdu sl ey upd o] CUITANLT & @swTeLd euTser,
GuhEMudl L sl faruie Heordlsg s dlujeararmy. “Urs B iGWLD,
BIL&D S smasmen 2 aeafliunis saualsg cdeuliCung
Sl gamwuonen @S samen gl e Grésm flwiesmwne
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“oyrelent’ (eten. Seuprwaid) erermm, CGurrdflug & mswrsud
@bss s_Horuld el undl Lspbg @GOG Harerry. &
Seupmusid jeuTser @emensudley “Saturday Review” ommid eveir_eifled
“Hot Spring” =y 8w rsrhiseien o fflwurres @mbseuf. 1960 saflad
QoHs mpssl SO BTLsRG®ET Sjausnailsg ubsalf. e
1980@)end 1998@aiid erpdlu @ s Beanrsatled Gereupomy
GO BE DT,

“In the near cross-roads Tamil drama finds itself today, there is in fact a
great need for more and more translations: after all what we have is a producer’s
theatre, not a playwright’s one. Even Tarcisius and Suntharalingam cannot claim
the status of literature for their scripts”

3

- § Sivanayagam, “Tamil Drama at the Crossroads
The Sunday Times 16-03-1980

“The avant garde Tamil theatre movement which saw birth in Jaffna, but found
expression in Colombo in mid-70s, has now come of age, interestingly enough,
in the Tamil expatriate world of the West! Although there were a few other
talented pioneer producers too on the Colombo stage - the credit for sustaining
the modern stage tradition, and carrying it from East to West and from country
to country goes to K. Balendra and the Tamil Performing Arts Society”

- 8 Sivanayagam,

“Hot Spring” December1998

gl ‘e Umepa IR BrLsb Gamupby ydwu sHCreer
wearugdlar 02-03-19806 Cuwen CudlwCurg, Grue elwjesy
. Ga.eran. Sleu@wyer erpdlu Lfleller S L@ saer ECp ms
Comib. &l(m.Gs.erei. Hou@omen Sieuiser emasgl Hlapesmeri|n
uriggl, sWfled yhdosdan Bles Bar. srewrs eflwisear
udlajsener GuopbararEnd gmeur. sHGUTE Casmpbbld auflss
QU(mS M.

“Cuatt(h Qesflud TaTUSDETS, HIL &G WETLULTETELWD
QameareuGam, gharad Gras@l dummssGor eerugagmer Hrb
2155 Camem(® cubSHEHCMD. gyemmad ibpEm () Qeasdunisa
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Qs g sarrssanbans @@Ly liLF Celgraib, 215l eTaans
gsenLsemerd B geflellsgrer Galujbn.

- Ga. e16v. Hleu@nrss
Hlemarem 09-03-1980

“Extended frontiers of Tamil drama” erenrp erbenoll LHBlL &
sEdos sl Poria Gs. . Haguryear Goab @eueimm
Tl W eTaT.

“K. Balendra, an enthusiastic young man shows tremendous potential both

as an actor and a producer. With the frontiers of Tamil drama extending
thematically and structurally, one hopes for further development in the field”

K. 8. Sivakumaran
Daily News 23-03-1980
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Chekov and Brecht in Tamil
A Review of Two Plays

S. Sivasegaram - London
Tamil Times - Qctober 1988

One problem facing the development of modern Tamil drama in Sri
Lanka was the lack of a sufficiently large audience for serious and socially
relevant drama. The difficulties in cultivating such an audience were
huge in a situation where popular taste was conditioned by the Tamil
cinema, notorious for its poor taste. Balendra and the Tamil Performing
Arts Society were among the dedicated few whose efforts to build and
audience both enthusiastic and discriminating in taste proved successful
so that the Tamil speaking people could afford the luxury of one or two
new Tamil theatre productions of quality every year. Serious Tamil drama
too fell victim to the ethnic violence of 1983, with many talented artistes
leaving Sri Lanka and those remaining facing difficulties on several fronts.
[t was heartening to know that members of the Tamil Performing Arts
Society were able to regroup in London and continue their good work
from where they left off in Sri Lanka. Most of the plays that they have
staged so far in London had already been staged successfully by them in
Sri Lanka. There have also been a few new productions like the shorter of
the two plays staged on 1.10.88 at the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, London.

Chekov and Brecht, the former a product of pre-revolutionary Russia
and still cherished as the greatest Russian playwright and the latter the
greatest German contribution to modern theatre. Both playwrights
transcended their respective national boundaries through capturing the
essence of human spirit and human relations and contributing to the cause
of internationalism and equality of all human beings. The plays are of
particular significance today; especially that of Brecht, with a very explicit
message, in our social context where narrow nationalism is used to cloud
and to suppress the more important questions of class and class struggle.

The adaption of Chekov’s short play ‘Proposal’ was cleverly done
despite the occasional flaw that accompanies adaptations. For instance the
middle-aged spinster and her suitor start to quarrel about their oxen and
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derogatory remarks are made about the teeth of an ox: the significance
of teeth cannot be the same in the original where the animal in dispute
is a horse, and consequently, the bitter argument loses some degree
of seriousness. The verbal exchange between the three characters was
very lively and sounded quite real in the dialect of rural Jaffna, and the
performance was flawless.

The adaptation of Brecht's The Exception and the Rule — Yugatharmam -
was a more ambitious task and was very well received when staged originally
in Sri Lanka. Some did raise questions relating to the faithfulness of the
adapted version to the theatrical style of Brecht, but that debate appeared
at best to be academic. The adaptation was faithful to the essence of the
original and was presented in a highly effective manner, although one
could always question and comment on the techniques used. Staging the
play in London with somewhat limited resources, relating to the limited
times available to the artistes and the facilities which a serious task like
this would demand, resulted in minor slips which, however, faded in
significance against a good overall performance.

The music and the powerful rhythm contributed immensely to the
success of the play. The costumes were colourful and highly effective,
and the lighting and sets were efficiently handled. The stage performance
was brilliant and I cannot fail to note the powerful stage presence of
Krishnarajah who plays the role of the heartless merchant. I am of the
view that the appearance of the cast would have been enhanced by the use
of colourful facial make-up rather than white half-masks; but the masks,
[ should admit, solved some of the problems arising from the scale of the
task and the size of the cast.

It is appropriate here to comment on one problem relating to the
translation adaptation of plays to Tamil. The standard language is now
largely restricted to formal essays, letters and some aspects of creative
writing. Tt is still used by some in platform oratory: but as a spoken
language it can sound alien, if not sterile or even dead. The problem of
modernisation of Tamil has so far not been satisfactorily dealt with, so
that one is forced to make the difficult and undesirable choice between
the colloquial language (or polished version of it) and the (ora) standard
form. The formal language is preferred in more traditional themes while



WSSO Brspld Lidlasiaylhb 1%

the colloquial language is used to a considerable extent in contemporary
and lighter themes. In Chekov’s play there was no problem once the
choice was made in favour of the colloquial, but the theme of Brecht's play
appeared to demand the use of formal language. The songs were quite
effective that way and, since they did not reflect everyday speech, the
use of colloquial language in the verses could have done harm. Although
the script, on the whole, tended to adhere to the formal language, there
were occasional lapses in the colloquial and the problem could have
been resolved satisfactorily by adhering to one or the other. The delivery
was closer to everyday speech than to the oratorical style of olden days
and that is a desirable thing, provided the style of language represents
an idealised form of everyday speech. The script itself was in clear and
simple language so that it posed no serious problem of communication
and is commendable, given the decisions that have been made about
language and style.

The Tamil Performing Arts Society deserves to be congratulated for
their successful staging of the two plays and encouraged to contribute
further to Tamil drama, for which the development of an interested and
responsive audience is essential. Punctuality and good conduct appear to
be qualities that the London Tamil audiences reserve for western events.
Only a serious audience deserves serious theatre, and the development
of a good tradition in any art form is a two-way process.

The Tamils in London are fortunate to have good and dedicated
artistes like the TPAS in their midst and it will be a crying shame not to
make full use of their talent.



Eelam Tamil Theatre comes of Age

S. Sivanayagam (Arjuna)
Hot Spring — December 1998

The “avant garde” Tamil theatre movement which saw birth in Jaffna,
but found expression in Colombo in mid-70s, has now come of age, in-
terestingly enough, in the Tamil expatriate world of the West! Although
there were a few other talented pioneer producers too on the Colombo
stage — (Tarcissius who heads the IBC Tamil Radio in London was one of
them) - the credit for sustaining the modern stage tradition, and carrying
it from East to West and from country to country goes to K.Balendra and
the Tamil Performing Arts Society.

While the formula films of Tamil Nadu (song, dance and glamour)
find a ready, and-what’s worse, a slavish audience among Tamils, the
problem a play producer faces is to find an audience. The problem is
compounded by the lack of drama scripts for the modern stage. There was
in the late sixties and seventies, a rush of theatre activities in Colombo,
in all three languages dominated by men like Ernest McIntyre (a Tamil
who gave direction to English-language theatre), Dhamma Jagoda, Henry
Jayasena and others in Sinhala-language theatre. Balendra and others
on the Tamil stage. The Lionel Wendt Theatre, the Lumbini Hall and
Saraswathy Hall became the appointed homes for these plays. But theatre
activists in Sinhala and Tamil media had that one major handicap-the lack
of original scripts in both languages. That naturally led them to turn to
the West, and in doing so, they did not only introduce some of the out-
standing playwrights of the world to the local stage, but also the kind of
props and elements and stage effects, unknown to native viewers used to
traditional dramas and nadagams. There were even daring dialogues that
shocked tradition-bound audiences, but that perhaps was to be expected
from plays with western values.

On 12th December, Balendra brought to the stage five-of his plays
at the Merton Hall, a stage pitiably inadequate for ‘plays of that kind;, but
then that is one of many handicaps that he has to overcome. Except for
one, the other four plays were Tamil adaptations from western playwrights
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- Samuel Beckett, German playwright Bertolt Brecht, Vaslav Havell and
Harold Pinter. The fifth one was something close to our hearts and minds.

THE EXODUS - depicting the tragic experience of the Tamil people
- 500,000 of them fleeing their homes and hearths in the Jaffna peninsula
in those dark days of October 1995. They trekked in slow motion, braved
the muddy waters of the Kilali lagoon, and walked into an uncertain
future. The play brings out that experience through the eyes of a woman
trying to safeguard the life of her infant son, and based on a short story
by an Eelam Tamil woman writer, “Kunthavai’,

In the hands of Balendra, THE EXODUS (“Peiyarvu”) became a
moving experience, touching the heart strings of an audience who had
no direct experience of that tragic chapter in the history of the Tamil
people. He achieved it through a judicious mixture of Song, Narration,
Sound Effects, Paintings and Shadow Play.

Bertolt Brecht’s satirical play “The Exception and the Rule” adapted
to the Tamil stage and played on this occasion by children — and how well
they did it! - was a singular triumph for Balendra. But the first play - an

adaptation of Samuel Beckett’s “Waiting for Godot” did not take off as
one would have wished. Perhaps it needed tighter editing,

The introduction of children’s plays is a welcome feature, which brings
fresh air into a programme of adult drama, as was exemplified in the one
that was staged at the Bhavan Centre earlier on 21 November - a story of
cats, mice and monkeys and the dispute two cats had in sharing equally one
hopper. The monkey who was called to adjudge on the dispute eventually
gobbled the whole hopper himself. Was there a political message behind
that apparently innocuous story — the dangers in third party mediation?
Maybe the moral was that you don't invite a monkey to mediate!

The Tamil Performing Arts Society is rich in talent: an imaginative/
director producer Balendra and a versatile and gifted actress Anandarani,
backed by team of players like Krishnarajah and Darshini Kanesapillai.
But with all these assets, they give the impression of being a theatre group
in search of an audience! It would be a great pity for the future of Eelam
Tamil theatre if someone were to echo the words of Oscar Wilde after
the first performance of Lady Windermere’s Fan in 1987: “The play was
a great success, but the audience was a total failure”!
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Qur Past Drama Festivals in London
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DATE
22.06.91

19.07.92

19.06.93

04.09.93

28.05.94

08.09.96

28.09.96

01.02.97

08.11.97

8ang vdaQeunwoul @arerar.

VENUE

Waltham Forest
Theatre, Lloyds Park

Waltham Forest
Theatre, Lloyds Park

South Norwood Centre

Waltham Forest
Theatre, Lloyds Park

Waltham Forest
Theatre, Lloyds Park

Secombe Theatre,
Sutton

Waltham Forest
"Theatre, Lloyds Park

Paul Robeson Theatre,
Hounslow

Winston Churchill
Hall, Ruislip

Waltham Forest
Theatre, Lloyds Park
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13.10.01
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08.02.03

22.11.03

17.07.04

19.12.04

03.12.05

17.11.06

Bhavan Centre,
Kensington

Merton Hall,
Wimbledon

Greenford Town Hall
Children’s Drama
Festival

Secombe Theatre,
Sutton

Winston Churchill
Hall, Ruislip

Paul Robeson Theatre,
Hounslow

Secombe Theatre,
Sutton

London Sivam Temple
Hall, Lewisham

Waltham Torest
Theatre, Lloyds Park

Merton Hall,
Wimbledon

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

London Sivan Centre,
Lewisham

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

weony iy, ertiGur su(me Gy,
GlLigey, wenlp

s Lwamgdlan ams, erGum
eumaurCrm, WrgdGuisnd s,
Gurdlm auflée eery, duwiey
<oy ST, ef Lwarsl e
&g, LTOMISs Gmald FLTaEnb

SETaI Iy GUTTIL|EET, GLwIFey,
LTDTISS @ihah S FsEpn

irgS Cwas sl #, #bubsd, wenp

HEBTEMTTle. GUITTIIL|HET, LTTenaud
Ganerrm, GCeuany 2 &8
Geugmaneri Lmr&ssT

sngdlmiy, Callay 2 &fw
Gleuemaner Lymrésar

searamrmlg. elmlseT, (ArsdCuss
&gl

&ndAmly, semenTmy aunillLSeT,
Gaumé@ar Culiuyb wenLp
GRETTILILL_TGD 2 a8t (h) GUITLDGY, D|ELIGH.
jeudt, Hasnm b, Geundwe
Guingb wenp

HHEUET. DEUET, STETFTHILD, GlL(Hh
HENGWTL ), DCUETEETTTEET,
Galmd@ar QUi panlp
SiTEaflen | |SsmeanL, eemm L 1 me
e ant(h) eUMLDEY, GUFTESTTTSET
ATEANe Lssnaml, srhdlmii,
QUERSMSIIT._D, Sraensyh
afdeng, sildElaplL, HeusTasTTiaeT,
wwase aloplssrd, 5&Es
Aaflurg am’igd



132

09.04.07

09.03.08

02.01.09

05.04.09

02.04.10

13.11.10

28.05.11

24.09.11

13.10.12

24.11.13

05.10.14

17.01.15

23.07.16

Winston Churchill
"Theatre, Ruislip

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

Pinner Village Hall,
Pinner

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

Bhavan Centre,
Kensington

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip

Secombe Thealre,
Sutton,

Pump House Theatre,
Watford

Pump House Theatre,
Watford

Pump House Theatre,
Watford

Watersmeet Theatre,
Rickmansworth

Winston Churchill
Theatre, Ruislip
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27.08.94

11.03.95
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Our Past Drama Festivals - Abroad
suere ¢t $6ipg Quafrr@salsh e oQump
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VENUE

Holland
Hotel Limmot, Zurich
Switzerland

Stadt Casino, Basel,
Switzerland

Maooamondo, Bern,
Switzerland

Volkshous, Zurich,
Switzerland

Hotel Ekkehard,
St.Gallen, Switzerland

Brockton High School,
Toronto, Canada

Musee National Des
Arts Asratiuss, France

Musee National Des
Arts Asratiuss, France

Sentrum Kino, Qslo,
Norway

Ortun Skole, Bergan,
Norway
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26.04.96

27.04.96

28.04.96

28.09.99
21.10.00

19.07.03

22.07.10

30.07.13

03.08.13

04.08.13

10.08.13

12.09.15

Ryde Civic Hall,
Sydney, Australia

Brisbane, Australia

St. Mary’s Community
Hall, Melbourne,
Australia

Oslo, Norway

Winston Churchill
Collegiate Auditorium,
Canada

St. Albertus Magnus
Church, Germany

Spaces, Besant Nagar,
Chennai, India
Mahajana College, Sri
Lanka

Veerasingham Hall,
Jaftna, Sri Lanka
Ariyalai Saraswathy
Community Centlre, Sri
Lanka

Colombo Tamil
Sangam, Sri Lanka
Yorkwood Library
Theatre, Canada
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