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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE
IN SRI LANKA

Massage on Very Rev. Jubilee Members

With great pleasure I join the Parish Community of St. Anne’s, Vankalai on this unique event
of the joyful celebrations of the Golden Jubilee of five of its prominent members, namely:

Rev. Fr. Victor Croos, OMI
Rev. Bro. Baptist Croos, FSC
Rev. Sr. Mary Alish, HF

Rev. Sr. Mary Clara, HF

Reyv. Sr. Mary Eugine, HF

As the late Pope John Paul Il wrote in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Asia,
The Search for God, a life of fraternal communion and the service to others are the three chief
characteristics of the consecrated life which offer an appealing Christian testimony, especially to the
peoples of Asia today. The lives lived in community, in peaceful and silent testimony, can inspire
people to work for greater harmony in society (n.44).

The Pope urged us “To make the Church the home and school of communion” (NMI, 43). This
1s the Challenge facing us in the present time especially in Sri Lanka.

With the Pope, I wish you, dear Fathers and Sisters who are celebrating this special Jubilee to
be true experts of communion in your communities, in the parishes, in the Church and society in Sri
Lanka.

From the Eucharist may you draw encouragement and strength to be a sign of God’s gracious
love for humanity and to a foreshadow of the “wedding — feast of the Lamb” (Rev 19:7-9).

May the Blessed Virgin Mary be your guide and model!

Colombo, 5" July 2007 + W‘-ﬂ‘.—:o?‘?\-\ .
+Mario Zenari
Apostolic Nuncio.
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A. Victor Emmanuel Croos
(OMI)

Personal Data Rev. Fr.

Golden Jubilee of Ordination to Priesthood 06/08/1957 to 06/08/2007 I would like to
present to you in brief a simple and humble story of my sacred calling to Catholic Priesthood,
and Oblate Religious Missionary.

I am humbly reminded of the words spoken through Prophet Jeremiah (1:5) “Before I formed
you in the womb I know you, and before you were born I consecrated you;”

Surname Croos

"~ First Name : Victor Emmanuel

God loved my family so much; I was born of very devoted Catholic Parents F.
Anthonyappu Croos (Father) Cecilia Gnanappu Dias (Mother).
I was born on the 22" September 1930, in a little Catholic Fishing village, Called Vankalai in
the district of Mannar, in Sri Lanka. My parents were very devoted Catholics, and much dedicated
to the Parish Mission of St. Anne’s. They were blessed with six children of whom I am the first
born son. My sister and my youngest brother passed away at an early age. My brother who is
eight years younger to me, Rev. Fr. A. Xavier Croos is now a senior Priest in Mannar Diocese
in Sri Lanka. The other two brothers, A. Cyril Croos and Pathinathan Croos are blessed with
family life and children. Though my parents were not enriched in material wealth they were
blessed with deep faith in God, and they led us in our journey of faith to the Altar of God.

I started my primary education in the village school, as I proceeded in my education.
The Oblate Missionaries who served my Parish, inspired me very much to serve at the Altar,
joined the Choir of Church Singers, and even promoted me to proceed for higher education in
English in Colleges. At the age of 19 years old, I expressed my wish to join some of Oblate
Missionaries to help me to join the Junior Seminary at St. Martin’s in Jaffna. There I was
offered a chance to learn Latin, I also did very well in Sports and in learning Music. In the years
1949 to 1950, I joined the first Religious Formation in the Oblate Novitiate at MONTEDEN
KALUTARA SRI LANKA. In the year 1951, I made my First Religious Vows; from there I
was sent to the Oblate Sholasticate at Nugegoda in Colombo. I was given a very good training
in Philosophical Studies and obtained high marks in studies. Thereafter, I was sent with all my
companions in studies to the Major Seminary in Ampitiya Kandy, where I qualified in Theological
Studies. All these studies were done in preparation for my Priestly Ordination. On the 6" August
1957, on the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord, Myself and along with four of my oblate
companions, we were Ordained to the Priesthood by a visiting Oblate Bishop Claubout (OMI).

My First appointment for Mission after the ordination to Priesthood was to be a Lecturer
in Philosophy at the Regional Seminary Ampitiya Kandy, Sri Lanka. (From 1958 to 1962)
thereafter, I was sent to study for my graduation in Philosophy of World Religious especially on
Hindu Philosophy and Religion. This I did quite successfully at the Gregorian University in
Rome, and obtained a Degree in PH.D (Doctorate in Philosophy) in the 1962 to 1964, and
further to these qualifications, I was also sent to Lancaster University of England to do my
Masters in Philosophy of Religions (M.A. Degree) then I returned to Sri Lanka to continue as
a Lecturer in the Seminary mentioned above. Further, I was elected to be Superior of the Oblate
Scholasticate for five years. However, my inner desire was to be an Oblate Missionary, the



Lord finally called me to be a Missionary in South Africa in October 1987, my First Mission
here under the Bishop Erwin Hecht (OMI) to take charge of the Catholic Chaplaincy at the
University of the North West. This I did to the best of my ability assisted by Rev. Sr. Bonner
Dominican Sister. In the 1988, Rev. Fr. A. Munik who was the Parish Priest of St. Anthony’s
Parish Mafikeng, in his old’ age retired to Kimberly. Bishop Erwin Hecht of Kimberly Diocese
appointed me to succeed Rev. Fr. Munik (OMI) as Parish Priest of St. Anthony’s Parish Mafikeng.
I was privileged to join the Parishioners of multi-nationalities in Mafikeng to celebrate the
Centenary of this Parish (1896-1996). Also I celebrated my Golden Jubilee of my Religious
Profession in 2001 September. Now I would like to join all the people of Mafikeng, my family
members in my village and all the Oblates in spirit of thanksgiving to the Lord for His great
Gift of the Sacred Priesthood for the past 50 years. Thanks to Our Blessed Mother for Her
Maternal Guidance and Blessings and to St. Anne for her powerful intercessions and protections
for me, my family members and all the people of my Parish in Vankalai as she is our Patron
Saint.

Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Croos (OMI)

pa@aill’ @ p1@sdoty prusor S6naailar yaipuT®D i HHoG ailbyT Gk Speerrt
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Message on
Very Rev. Brother Baptist Croos, FSC

I am delighted to send this short message to the publication of St. Anne’s Church, Vankalai.
We the De La Salle Brothers of Sri Lanka proudly celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Religious
life of very Rev. Bro. Baptist Croos, who is an illustrious son of Vankalai. The people of
Vankalai can be justly proud of Brother Baptist, who is renowned for his oratorical prowess.
They have given to the Church a Catechist par excellence, in the person of Brother Baptist.

Brother Baptist is the first De La Salle Brother from Mannar District. Many young men
from Vankalai and the surroundings have followed his example. In the Institute, Brother Baptist
served as teacher, director, formator, missionary, auxiliary Visitor and Provincial Visitor. He
obtained the highest academic qualification, the PhD from Manila.

All those who know him, admire him for his genuine care and concern, his humility and
spirit of faith.

I congratulate Brother Baptist on this great occasion. Ad Multos Annos.

[ also congratulate the other priests and religious from Vankalai as they celebrate their
Jubilees.

Finally I thank the parishioners of Vankalai for celebrating this great occasion in a fitting
Mannar.

LS

Bro. Henry Dissanayake, FSC
Provincial Visitor

De La Salle Brothers

Sri Lanka.

God Be Blessed!
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Massage on Very Fr. Victor Croos OMI

~ Some of his students are eminent people in the church. His grace Oswald Gomis Archbishop of
Colombo, Archbishop Malcolm Ranjith, Secretary, Congregation for Divine worship and the discipline
of the sacraments, Vatican City, Rt. Rev’d Dr. Thomas Sountharanayagam, Bishop of Jaffna Rt. Rev’d
Dr. J. Kingsley Swampillai, Bishop of Trinco and Batti, Rt. Rev’d Dr. Rayappu Joseph, Bishop of
Mannar, Rt. Rev’d Dr. Vainny Fernando, Bishop of Kandy. There are so many rectors of colleges for
example St. Peter’s, St. Joseph’s Colombo, St. Patrick’s and St. Hensy’s of Jaffna, vicar generals,
oblate Provincials so on and so forth. He was not only my philosophy professor, was born at Vankalai,
lived most of his life in Nanattan since his beloved father was our Post master for a long time. His last
brother Pathy was born in Nanattan and my grandfather was his God father and grandfather to the
present parish priest of Vankalai. His members of his family and mine were and are maintaining a great
friendship and affection. To mark this love of our village people their beloved parents are buried in our
cemetery and Fr. Victor makes it a point to visit their grave side, whenever possible.

He is a man of praise worthy, integrity, intelligence, forward thinking, humorous and has the
ability to see the funny side of life and things. I can vividly remember one incident while he was
lecturing us Hinduism, he paid a visit to India, on his return we asked him “How was India?” He said.

He used to drive a Volkswagen car in Kandy, we used to call “car without driver.” He recruited
many young girls to many religious communities of nuns, especially Salvatorian Sisters, Sisters of
Charity. Of course he was very supportive and friendly with them. We as seminarians had no audience
or associations with them, we used to (without his knowledge) call him Patron of virgins. What a
lovely, wonderful person he is, ever joking and smiling. He took life very easy and taught everyone
who came to associate with him to take life as easy as possible. The most important quality of this
grate man is, he has produce many Bishops, priests and nuns and so and so forth in our country and
now in his retiring age toiling as a parish priest, extending his missionary zeal in South Africa, enjoying
every bit of it.

When he visited London three years ago, he made a special effort to visit ailing mother and he
said “your mother was my class mate, at Roman Catholic Nanattan School.” That was a revelation to
me.

We praise and thank God sincerely for the great gift of Fr. Victor to the family and to the
church. We fervently pray that his good example will help many others to follow the Lord more earnestly
and devotedly. May the good Lord who called him, formed him according to his heart and accompanied
him, bless and keep him to that he may continue his mission even more zealously AD MULTOS
ANNOS Fr. Victor and may God be with you.

Rev’d Fr. Xavier Soosainayagam
Holy Saviour’s Church

Croydon

Surrey

London, U.K.
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION :

Diploma in Journalism — February 1965 (Colombo, Sri Lanka)
Diploma in Catechesis — May 1969 (Parish, France)

B.A. (English, French, German) — March 1973 (University of Punjab, Pakistan)
Special Course in Lasallian Spirituality — May 1977 (Cile, Rome, It;ly)

Three months’ Course in Theology — August 1989 (Bangolore, India)

M.A. in Religious Education — December 1991 (I.S.F.A. Colombo, Sri Lanka)
Doctorate in Education — September 1993 (DLSU, Manila, Philippines)

PROFESSION :

Director of the Catechists’ Training Center in Khushpur, Faisalabad, Pakistan (08 years)
Auxiliary Visitor for Pakistan (06 years)

Member of the Lasallian International Catechetical Commission in Rome (04 years)
Provincial Visitor for the District of Colombo (India, Pakistan & Sri Lanka) (06 years)
President of the conference of the Major Religious Superiors (CMRS) of Sri Lanka. (04 years)

Co-Director of I.S.F.A. (Institute of Spiritual Formation for Asia) Colombo, Sri Lanka (Affiliated to
the De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines (02 years)

Provincial Visitor for Sri Lanka and Pakistan 1997 — 1997
Director, Lasallian English Academy, Colombo — 15. 1994 — 2001 (07 years)
Founder President, SUNFO (Sri Lanka United Nations Friendship Organization) from 1999......
Director, De La Salle House, Mannar from 2005 ......
Director, Lasallian English Academy, Mannar from 2005......
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