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Life history of the late Mr. Thuraithamby
Kanagasabai and glowing tribute to a dear
friend of all.

BIOFSIOITILL SUITDE BT HeSISHI6T  SUTLESE
EemoLIGIITIPHID sTaThEhdle0  BHRILT SIS 6l P,

[t 1s with profound sadness | wish to record the demuse and
sudden passing away of Mr. Thuraithamby Kanagasabai,
retired superintendent radiographer (National Health Service),
fondly called and popularly known to his colleagues and
friends as Kanax and to many others as Kanagasabai uncle. Let
us all pray together once more that his pure soul vjsoismfli
Sihior may rest in peace and receive modsham Gl g or
eternal bliss at the feet of Lord Shiva.

He was born on 2")lh March 1939. He peacelully passed away
on 16th December 2017, aged 78+ at the Royal London
Hospital. when medical treatment failed. His birth place is
Valvetty, Jaffna. His parents are late Mr. Thuraiththamby and
Mrs. Nallamma. His Father-in-law 1s the late Mr. Sinnathamby
and Mother-in-law is the late Mrs. Rasamma. They too are

from Valvetty.

He was bom as the eldest with six other siblings-
Suntharalingam  (Trincomalee). Konalingam  (deceased)
Rasalingam {Trincomalee), Ratneswari (Swiss),
Sivasubramamam (Swiss), and Parameswar (Canada). Though
Mr. Kanagasabai was born m Valvetty, he had his early
education in Trincomalee where his parents then lived.

SUOHT S e HHD] SHaidsani el mailen Hlenenay Ha] 6
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Hc wenl to a leading school in Vadamaradchy. the Amcncan %

{@’/ .Mission College. Udupiddy for his primary and higher</

education leading up to GCE A/L. He excelled here as a
brilliant student. obtained excellent results in all the
examinations. He was admired and praised by fellow students,
teachers and others for the best performance. His ambition was
to enter medical college and qualify as a doctor. But he being
the eldest child with younger siblings and due to pressure from
the Grandfather who wanted him to get employed and look
after the family, he made a personal sacrifice and gave up his
ambition of becoming a doctor. Instead, he decided to take up
employment at a relatively young age and financially support
the family. Even at an early stage of his life, he put the interest
and welfare of his family above his own. This unique selfless
quality, 1s reflected in him later on, when it came to looking
after his own family, extended family, near and far relatives or
even to many of his friends and in particular his former
colleagues in Sri Lanka.

On successful completion of GCE A/L and with the view of
obtaining employment, he followed a course of training in
radiography for three vyears. Thereafter in 1960, started
working as a radiographer at the General Hospital, Colombo.
At the same time in order to get additional qualification, during
his spare time. he followed a degree course as an external
student at the Pembroke Academy in Colombo.

@sveumBlo  BELSVMID  TEND  gsTTEmEUTe  BUTGHSIDBE,  IEMIDIL,
he married in June 1964 Sornamalar, The second child (born
with nine siblings) of Mr. Sinnathamby and Mrs Rasamma
(now deceased). I am told that this is an arranged marriage.
However, the parties are related and from the same village. But
the interesting thing or coincidence 1s at the American Mission
College they had been classmates for 4 years, They say that
marriages are generally made i heaven.

Marriage blossomed. They have triple gems, three lovely and

20T A HENFHSHIOL senEFanl  DISITHATE Blenena) 0a] 7
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gv/é“ ,guided by the parents and tulfil

wonderful children. When it came to marriage they were
future partners within our community.

(1) Sivakumar known as Rajan (Engineer) mammed to
Shiyamala- their children Sharlenee and Krishnan.

(2) Dr. Sukanthy (Dentist) married to Vijey Shakthi- Their
children Amara. Aran and Anika.

(3) Dr. Kajan (GP) married to Dr. Thadchaymi — their children
Kamren, Dilan and Riya.

Mr. Kanagasabai continued to work as a radiographer, after
marriage, in Colombo and both lived there till 1966. He was
transferred to Tellipallai Hospital in 1966 and the family
moved to Valvetty. He worked in this hospital until 1971 then
he got transferred to the Wellisare Hospital in 1971 and the
family moved to Wattala (Colombo) and lived there till 1974.

In order to provide a better future for the children. as dutiful
parents. a decision was made to migrate to the UK.
Radiographers had a very good prospect of employment in UK
at that time. He travelled alone to the UK in November 1974,
leaving his family back in Sri Lanka. He wanted to make their
life in the UK much comfortable when they joined him.
Therefore, he obtained employment as a radiographer in a
hospital in Eastbourne and worked there until 1975. His wife
and three children joined him in the UK in February 1976. By
which time he had earned enough to buy a house to provide
accommodation for the family. Mr. Kangasabat then started
working as a radiographer in 1976 at St. Leonards Hospital,
Hackney and worked there until 1984. Whilst working here, he
was promoted to superintendent, the highest position as a
radiographer. having been previously promoted to grade 2 and
then grade 1. In fact he had quick promotions. He was able 1o
2o up the ladder and rise to the highest position due 1o his

led their wish and chose theire &"
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above all bemg a sn‘nple unassuming down to earth gentlemen
to his fingertips. He was honest. sincere, with unquestonable
integrity, He was respected and admired as a role model
because of these unenviable exceptional qualiies and
discipline which he never compromised. He never thought evil
or did anything evil.

In recognition of his extraordinary talents and ability. he was
appointed as Superintendent Radiographer, in 1984, to the
leading prestigious, St. Bart’s London Hospital. He worked
there for 14 years and retired in 1998. It 1s a well known
saying, that behind the success of every man. there will be a
woman. This is 100% true in Mr. Kanagasabai’s successful
life. Mrs. Sornamalar Kanagasabai went one step further. She
was the driving force not only from behind but also in front at
times. Full credit goes to her. In deed during the time he had

been ill, she cared for him with the true love. siem | =iHeurs
HILOLISH Sl

On a personal note, | came to know him through community
voluntary service - service to humanity is service to God.
Wwahmen GasmauGuwl 10BsFam Gsemal” In 1984, some 33 vears
ago our friendship started when both of us were actively
mvolved with ELETA- FEast lLondon and Essex Tamil
Association. a charity organisation set up to help our brothers
and sisters back at home affected by the 1983 July/August riots
in Sri Lanka. He had worked with other Tamil projects such as

Thamil House, Thiruvuluvar Tamil School etc

I was drawn into another charity at or about this time. Saiva
Munnetta Sangam introduced by Mr. V. R.Ramanathan. Mr.
Kanagasabai too was attracted towards SMS. Our relationship
became closer and closer. Both our families became very good
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friends. Especially for the past 25 years or so, our relationship
is more than just close friends but like a family. A friend in«
need is a friend in deed.

Dr. Abdul Kalam said, one best book is equal to hundred good
friends. but one good friend 1s equal to a library. Both of us
had various common objectives. During the 25 years or more
when he was actively involved with the activities of SMS, |
have personal experience of his commitment and dedication.
Since 1990 he held various positions i the SMS and as
President m 2003/04. Mr. Anandathiyagar, President will
provide more details in his message.

He was a very helpful person. He had helped many of the
friends from Sri Lanka, in the same profession especially
former colleagues when they arrived in the UK. Looked after
all their needs and in some nstances providing them
accommodation in his own house. | would say that he had his
heart in the right place. He 1s man of few words but full of
acuon. He always spoke from the heart rather than his lips. His
life also aptly fitted with what Winston Churchill said
“Success is not final

Failure is not fatal It is the courage to continue that count™

For the past 10 vears he had been afflicted by life threatening
iliness and suffered a lot due to health wssues. His kidney
failure resulted in dialysis for 3 days a week. Recently for
nearly 2 months, he had been hospitalised. initially at the
Royal London Hospital (Whitechapel) later at the St.Barts
Hospital (London)y and back again at the Royal London
Hospital where his life had an end. But I would say here what
Dr.Abdul Kalam said. end is not an end. it means effort never
dies.

Let me end with the quotation from Shakespeare: “His life was
so gentle and the elements so mixed in him That nature might

J
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stand up and say to all the world That this was the man”

A He will be sadly missed but fondly remembered always. My A

wife Mahes joins me in extending our deepest sympathies and
heartfelt condolences to his beloved wite, Sornamalar. loving
children, Rajan (Sivakumar), Sukanthy, Kajan, and their
respective families including grandchildren and siblings.

BELEUTT  apmeu] 2 _enBred SeuTCummLG stebBeun( b
GILILUD  IoeMp.  1D6ITNN6s  HEDAVSIGIIGI  SUMPHSHET.  Fripd
(B ameuLLITan). SHERTEILLILD, S BUUTH. Al npwms!,
GEFLBSMaE.  SIUIEIOWLITE 2 e, olanenic.  GHeniL.
oGl SHHIDbeI.

Glipsitenionest  LosID,eUehd Bl Obm  Blbishd. HIIC  FlhHenan
GUITEIID  [(heL6D  HenTHF WSHIL 6l b CBT6ITeND BT HML,
2 WIhSH B0 FIHHMBEHTH LILITEHSEIIHHHNE. 05 LIaiLdh .
wergam’ dl,  Bwmun, SHdeés  BCGILC LT wumk Gubm
@0l Gllma  DeuaeUlBl  oladly  BHTUUTLIQME  SIenLo
Lieuflan eumipewal Uysrdlds maldhs o Hhia

GU6T1(GThEUL GILIHhHen HnBILLI Burtsu g6 HTe0
Gumiwms QUpHlal 2 udhhEHT] 2 6T6ThHSHIeT sTe0LeuTIR © aral

He who lives truly in his own heart truly lives i the hearts of

all people.

Colebil]  GUeUTT  s1aLAUMID  BIDHEFILT eI DL U] SIS
@ flwy Umise”

The unloving belongs only to themselves. but the loving
belongs 1o others to their very bones.

Wl FTHS, I FIhS. @l Fihd

Cumarasamy Sithamparapillai LL.B; LL.M (London)
Attorney —at —law/Solicitor
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Dadda

| don’t have the words to express how much | miss you. Dad
was my inspiration to me in many ways. My father worked
hard his entire life. You will forever remain in our hearts and
memories Dadda. We are learning to live without you. The
love, you had for all of us is something we are deeply going to
miss.
May your soul rest in peace!
Aum Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!

Rajan

- P
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My Father

My father stood tall
Like a rock against the prevailing waves and wind
Like a lighthouse for the ships on the dark sea
A man of duty
A man of responsibility
A provider of sustenance far the many
He was quietly ambitious and worked as hard as a
beaver
He completed his tasks in life diligently and
conscientiously
He tended his garden and watched his seeds flourish
He was strict with his children but mellow with his
grandchildren
He found a soulmate like no other in his wife
And together they built their own kingdom
He was a man for his family and community
He carried out service and charity
He leaves us looking at an abyss
But the foundations he laid leaves us standing tall
The fortress he built will not be overcome
And his kingdom will continue in us

By Suki Shakthi
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Our Dad

Dad or Dadda as we called him had a high work ethic and
worked very hard when younger. Although he retired earlier
than planned due to ill health, he was asked to return to work
partly due to his passion for work and was very pleased to be
asked at the time,

At home he was a very strict man, expecting us to be studious
and well behaved. He was determined his children learned
their mother tangue and thus made all 3 of us go to tamil
school despite weekly protests.

He also encouraged his grandchildren to learn tamil musical
instruments. Following holidays to India, he bought back
several instruments like the veena and miradangam to
encourage them

Although he was a busy man he did try and find time for his
family. We went on holidays abroad and often went for day
trips. When we were children, my brother and | used to play
cricket or badminton. We used to tease him that he was not
very good but he said he would beat us at volleyball if we
played him. He used to play this at University in Sri Lanka.

His main passion outside of work was gardening. He would
often come back from work and spend hours in the garden.

He was ahead of his time in recycling and was keen on making
his own compost using food waste. Over years this proved
very successful and he was able to grow lovely roses and
vegetables especially tomatoes.

After retirement, he continued to enjoy gardening and not
only looked after his own garden but my sister’s as well for a
few years.

Dadda was keen on DIY and and was often trying to turn his
hand to various things.

BULTT  Hldh BRI HBI) Banbg sl slel Hallan  Hianese) e 14
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/ék really watched television apart from the News at Ten. HE*-*K‘%S 4

didn’t like us watching television either. After retirement, he
started enjoying tamil television. Dadda was proud of his
community and as involved in various societies such as ELETA,
Tamil house and held several roles in Saiva Munetta Sangam.
Dad was a very generous man. Over the years he helped a
great deal of friends and family. Many peaple stayed with us
in the first house he bought in 1975.

He also ensured his family was looked after at every stage of
our lives and was keen for us to all buy our own properties.
Dada was very proud of his car. He had several cars over the
years but his last car was a golden Mercedes E class which he
had for the last 10 years or so. In the latter years he only
drove locally and sometimes when ill not for weeks at a time
but as a result the battery would run down. He would often
ask us to start the engine. Even in the last few days of life he
asked if anyone had started the engine. | remember we had a
conversation with him to stop driving a few months ago and
to our surprise he agreed straightaway only to find out later
that he drove the very next day!

We are so proud of Dadda as he became regarded as a
respectable elder and advisor for many people.

Dadda was very caring towards amma, even when he was ill in
hospital he was asking who was going to take her back home.
They were married for 53 years . Amma has always felt loved
and looked after by Dadda and she devoted all her time caring
for him especially since his ill health. She always accompanied
him to his hospital appointments and closely supervised his
diet . He will be greatly missed.

Kajan Kanagasabai ( youngest son)
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Our Appappa

Appappa was the pillar of our family, our anchor. As a
grandfather, he was everything you could ask for and more.
The life he led was a remarkable one and inspires my awn.
The presence he had in any room was immense and the many
admirable gualities and interests he possessed made him a
man who was greatly respected.

He was determined to see and be there for everything, right
from the very moment | was born and has been there for my
birthday every year. It was Appappa who bought me the
veena to learn and Krishnan the mirudangam. He helped
encourage stamp collecting as a hobby when we were
younger giving us a whole book containing thousands of
stamps he’d collected. This only goes to emphasise how
patient and generous he was with his time and affection.

Appappa always emphasised the importance of education,
and has been a constant presence for Krishnan and I. He was
always there to guide us, pushing us to achieve more and
always believed in us even when we didn’t believe in
ourselves. For this we will be forever be grateful. | remember
the days | used to study tn his house during the holidays, him
checking up on me every so often, making sure I'd eaten my
oranges and answering any guestions | had. | will miss his
perspective and the surprising depth and scope of his
knowledge. He told me often during my exams that he prayed
for me everyday. When things went well, you could hear the
pride and happiness in his voice which is probably the thing I'll
miss the most about Appappa.
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S | was also fortunate to see the love between Appappa and
-@f/)&‘nmppamma, and despite their bickering, their love for each
W other was unconditional. In fact, on Appappa’s 75" birthday,
just before Appappa cut the cake, he smiled and said to
Appamma, ‘neengal chenthu vettevam’, ‘Shall we cut the cake
together’, which demonstrates even when celebrating his own
birthday he wanted to share the moment with the person he
cares for the most.

Although our birth and death are important, it is what we
accomplish in our lives and how we impact others that is of
the most importance. He has touched the lives of many
shown by the number of people here today. | would like to
end with an Australian Aboriginal proverb which goes, “We
are all visitors to this time, this place. We are just passing
through. Our purpose here is to observe, to learn, to grow, to
love ... and then we return home”.

Rest in peace Appappal!

By
Sharlenee Kanagasabai
Krishnan Kanagasabai
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Tribute from Amara

A Thereisan emptiness in our lives,
Now that you're gone.

An absence of an unyielding presence,
That gave us strength to carry on.

At first | was in denial,

Adamant you were still here.

That you were out tending the garden,
That you did not just disappear.

When realisation struck,

And grief was all around
Overwhelming and uncompromising,
The world seem to slow down.

| know now,

That you've not gone away.

You are with us, you walk beside us,
Every single day.

Unseen and unheard,
But always so near
Still loved, still missed,
And still so very dear.

By Amara Shakthi ( Granddaughter)
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Tribute from Aran

| am the third oldest grandchild of Appa. | only have very fond and
happy memories of Appa. Many of my happy memories with Appa
took place when | lived with him for six months. | was lucky enough
to spend more time with him, and | am grateful that | had the
opportunity to get to know him better. | often talked to Appa about
his personal experiences which made us even closer, to the point
where we took a selfie together.

As you all probably know my grandpa has a sweet tooth, and as his
grandchildren we have always found it funny that no matter where
we were, he always had some sweets in his pocket, that he insisted
we had to eat.

Appa took personal pride in every one of our achievements such as
when my sister got her driving licence. He was bursting with pride
that she had reached such a milestone. He always encouraged us to
succeed. He would tell me that he wanted to see me go far in life,
and in honour of his memory | will always strive to do so

A poem that | think conveys how Appa would have wanted us to
feel at this time.

Do not stand at my grave and weep

| am not there. | do not sleep. n
| am a thousand winds that blow "Fir?i
I am the diamond glints on snow. ‘-«%’
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. W >

I am the gentle autumn’s rain. =5 X
When you awaken in the morning’s hush,
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circled flight.

| am the soft stars that shine at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry;

| am not there. | did not die.

By Aran Shakthi
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Tribute from Anika

My grandfather was a caring, gentle person who took care of
his family and always did the right thing. Whenever | came to
visit them he always took great care of me. He would make
sure | had eaten some fruits of biscuits. He would ask me
about school and if | was the smartest in my class. Every time |
told him about any of my achievements he would be so
proud.

When | danced or played veena at his puja’s it would make
him so happy. Seeing him happy made me full of joy. He was
there for every birthday and every other celebration. | will not
forget all the memories we shared especially when my family
and | stayed with them for almost 6 months. Even though he
was a quiet character he always spoke up if anything was
wrong.

He always found something to do to distract himself. As he
wasn’t the type of person to sit around and do nothing he
would try to stay active. He mostly spent his time working in
the garden or sorting through the shed. He always made sure
that we knew what was happening in the news, by giving us
newspaper articles and making us watch the news.

I know that my grandfather only wanted happiness and
greatness for his grandchildren. As he wanted me to succeed
in life, i will make sure to do so. | will miss him dearly and | will
treasure the memories | have with them.

By Anika Shakthi (Granddaughter)
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Appappa has always encouraged my brother Dilan, my little
sister Riya and me to aspire to do well at School and be well
behaved for our parents. He was very kind and patient and
asked about our studies, school and friends. He encouraged

Dilan and | to do mirudangam and was proud of our
achievements.

He always remembered our birthdays and gave us cards with
money to choose our presents. Whenever we visited him he
had chocolates and biscuits for us. He even gave us biscuits
when we went to visit him in hospital a few weeks ago.
He also used to buy juicy mangoes and shares them out to all
the grand children although he himself snacks on lettuce.

We wish we had more time with you Appappa.

We miss you.

We pray that you rest in peace.

By Kamren Kanagasabai (Grandson)

HUDTT Sy HENTHBHIOT BT BF L DENTEHTEN  [Henainy 156 23




LDHLD&S &I
LIiLh&l sNbBE SIDemLO

LITEFIDITLL ] SUEm 80 350 S
Bawm snbsme Fyrly ‘)1

Amiiirs  sneudHEn
BrFwnl GhApHSH slenio
Gibshdlanflsn L@ HHafEy
LTS LOBDaE 61DsnLD
| uflmeilbs el Bz Gemn
FBaNGII&H6N L|e0LDL6D
DIEIIGHIT  6IedlBemLLdhdNet S psiondt FfounGu
ASHEETEH Hhlsnal S IQUD snsulitIT@i
urgomL anbGost S el ugeusi syeumGi
el GunBem@io ufismelds Bum@ssmGu
Grafle, owmamm@a omidb B GUTeBTT GlaTebepii,

6WLDSGI0TILDMT. EWLDSHSIEOTTLOMT L6OLDLIED
muT 2 miEa Hlanseutd Sl Guiggs

Ly

sneug(phGiaien sSalendhaeaialhiha Fov auflbei

eThid QI Lyenanihdkl GLITaTey

b Wl B Gy heraleims
ol allend@ sienenihdhl GUiTeTeD

Fremer WL B Smenbled g
BwmBa  gyfliuen wenmba Guimenmey

LTS ®_sumlh B heiT e
Llilpsver  Ffidhgl LUUGHIBITL HTE0Y  sNalshd
Fleupfufet dlauwonnt s sumphsen(y
et 16le0enT  Gibwehail 6 b hememtentl GlamflbsHaiG)
LimeYc LpaTan aumipalley  Lreliuimis s 8y
ATRIBET @i spulmome dlanfie Geu  egun
L omnemingy HelbalediGminit sy pulymersil)

A, J

T Sl REDTHHIT HaSHE L AUeUT B s BEneaey e 24




N

Tribute from Mukunthan

In a sombre moment like this makes one to stop and think of

one’s achievements in life. To some it may not be much, in my
eyes, Asai Papa as we affectionately call him, does mean a lot.
I am one of his nephews who benefited from his good deeds.
Asai Papa having arrived in this country in search of a better
future in his early thirties alone built the foundation for his
family and others who are close to him. He leaves three
beautiful children all successful in their respective endeavors
and laid the groundwork for the better future of his
grandchildren.

| often get asked why Asai Papa means that much to me. |,
having arrived in this country post my teenage years, new
country, new environment and new way of life as well as
recovering from the sudden tragic loss of my dad, like a lonely
boat in unchartered waters, langing for guidance. Asai Papa
was there as a leading light, as someone to look up to,
highlighting hard work, work ethic and dedication. His and
Asai Aunta’s doors were always open whenever we needed
some reassurance, felt homesick or much needed home food.
They provided a home for our dad when he was in this
country for a short while. All their affection made us a close
family as we are today. Asai Papa’s ever pleasant face will
always be in our mind.

May his soul rest in peace.

By Mukunthan Ganesh ( Nephew)
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Tribute from Thumilan

Myself, my brothers and our many cousins feel very privileged
to have had our uncle in our lives for so many years. We
fondly called him ‘Asai Pappa’ which in Tamil literally means a
loving uncle. True to these words, he was a kind, caring and
generous perscn. He was married to my Aunt for over 53
years and their marriage can only be described as perfect.
They were both close and devoted to each other throughout
their marriage. They brought up their children well and
supported them to reach their full potential. Despite having
three children of their own, they generously provided a home,
at various times, for other members of the extended family,
including my father, my brother, my uncle and my cousins.

In the absence of our late father, Asai Pappa acted as a father
figure to us ever since we came to the UK. He was always
there to represent our father, be it at our weddings or the
various ceremonies that we have had over the vears. He was
also readily available for advice and guidance in the many
decisions we made in our lives and was immensely proud of
our achievements. And as a true father, he would forgive us if
we said anything upsetting. As a family we owe him a huge
debt of gratitude

Our uncle had many remarkable qualities which made him a
role model to us all. He was an honest and simple person who
did not like wasting time, energy or money. He was a hard-
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working individual who was devoted to his family but still
found the time and desire to make a positive contribution to
the lives of his extended family. He would offer his assistance
to anyone who was in need without expecting anything in
return. He was admired by many for his gentle and calm
nature. | have not known him to get angry or hold grudges
against anyone. He was a true gentleman.

It was our good fortune to have had the opportunity to spend
some time with Asai Pappa at the hospitals in his last few

weeks. He was always glad to see us.

Whilst it’s hard for us to accept the sudden loss of Asai Pappa
we will try to come to terms with it together as one big family.
There are many fond memories that we will cherish. That
smile, that voice and that gentle nature cannot be forgotten.
We pray for his Atma to rest in perfect peace.

By Thumilan Ganesh ( nephew)

DULGY Sy HiEn] HBIOU SelEe el e barllen  Blemews)| Leeul 27




e

Tribute from Balasubramaniam

I would like to say a few words about my longstanding friend,
Kanagasabai. He and | have been friends for well over 50
years. Kanagasabai was a hardworking, honest, kind and
caring gentleman.

I met him at school but did not have much contact with him as
he was few years senior to me.

I came to know him well in 1963 when | went to Colombo to
pursue my studies and found that he was my brother’s
roommate.

| was new to the city so he helped me in many ways, always
willingly, with a smiling face.

When | met him, he was working as a radiographer attached
to the General Hospital in Calombo. Later he worked in other
hospitals in the Colombo region.

He got married to Sornam in 1964. | was invited to the
wedding along with other friends. After getting married, he
moved to Jaffna and worked at the Kankesanthurai Chest
Hospital which was not far from his village, Valveddy, where
they lived . He continued to work in the health department
until he decided to leave Sri Lanka.

Kanagasabai came to London in the autumn of 1974. At that
time | was living in West London not far from where his
bother-in-law was.

So, | went to the airport along with his brother-in law to
receive him.

Although it was 43 vyears ago he remembered it and was
talking about it recently with his wife. That shows the
character and good nature of kanagasabai.

He set up his first home in liford. Shortly afterwards, his wife
and children joined him. Later he moved to Clayhall in order
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his effort and ensured that all his ch:ldren became

professionals and are doing well in life.

While he was in llford, | was living in Enfield and working in
Essex. As a result, we used to meet frequently and enjoyed
each other’s company.

Kanagasabai was a very keen gardener and had a passion for
growing different kinds of vegetables and exotic plants and
encouraged me to do the same.

He also used his spare time to do voluntary work and was
involved in temple activities and Saiva Munetra Sangam.

In London, he worked in various hospitals including St
Leonard’s Hospital where he was Superintendent
Radiographer.

In 1980 | moved to Harefield in West London and our meeting
became infrequent, partly due to distance and partly due to
the very busy life we both had with young children. However,
we were in touch and attended each other’s important
functions The last time | saw him in person was when his
grand daughters, Sukanthi’s children, had their dance
arrangetram in one of the West End theatres. He was very
proud of his grandchildren’s performance and visibly happy
on that occasion.

It is my regret that | did not have an opportunity to see him
before he passed away.

He will be remembered by his friends and family for what he
was, a good kind hearted man.

May his soul rest in peace!

Ohm shanthi, shanthi. Shanthi.

By Mr E Balasubramaniam (Family Friend)
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I'am a good friend of the late Mr Kanagasabai and we were
from the same village called Valvetty. We were classmates
from a very young age and we used to compete in class in a
healthy way. As | remember, he was a bright and able student,
we understood each other and got along well. One incident |
wish to recall was when we were both selected by the teacher
for handwriting training and we both did well. My handwriting
got worse in years to come at medical school but his remains
as good as the beginning.

I was shocked to hear the news of his passing as | expected
him to live longer. | was in Dubai when | heard the sad news
and | felt so sorry that | did not see him before | left London
on the 5" December. | heard that he was in hospital from the
2" November for a month. If | had heard his condition was
deteriorating in the last few days | would have postponed my
departure date.

He was an honest man and his passing is a loss to our village,
and to our community. He performed well in whatever job
he took on as the Saiva Munetta Sangam would have seen.

He was an orderly man, keeping things in order and was very
punctual to any function.

Finally, I will miss my good friend and | am sorry that | couldn’t
be there for his send off ceremony.

Kanagasabai, Rest in peace.
By Mr Sivapathasundaram ( family friend)
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We are honoured and blessed 1o have known Mr. Kanagasabar. |le was
truly a0 blessing to us School Secretary. Membership Secrelary  Vice
sicdent. Treasurer, Trustee, President are o lew posiions he held i our

pr
Association- Sangam. A contemplative man by nawre he ook family and
Sangam 10 the heant of his existence. His manner connected us and he as o
Teader helped w build not break. We shall remember bis dedication w our
Sangam that he served futhfully for almost two decades.

We respect and chensh what he has given o our Sangam and recognize
his Tile stretehimg out i the hearts ol our members and it is with sadness
we bid good bye. We frmly believe thar God wall accept him with open
arns for all the good he has done while he was on this earth

We embrace lns bereaved Tamily, in our common bond of grief and

remembrance of a beloved soul
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