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Life of Mr. Kumaravelu Sabanayagam

Mr. Kumaravelu Sabanayagam was born on 12th of
February 1929 as the first child of late Mr. Sinnapodiyar
Kumaravelu and late Kumaravelu Sellom in Thumpalai, a
beautiful coastal vilage near Point Pedro, Sri Lanka. His
father and forefathers were well known and respected
homeopathic medical practitioners specialized in treating
people stung by venomous snakes and insects. He had four
loving younger sisters Sivapaikiom, married to late Mr.
Veeragathipillai, residing in Canada, and Jeyaluxmi,
married to Mr. Thangarajah, Rajeswary, and Gengathevi,
married to Mr. Aarumugam, residing in homeland Sri Lanka.

He received his education at Vigneshwara College,
Karaveddi and Vellautham School, Point Pedro. He
completed his formal education by passing the HSC
(equivalent of GCE A/L) in 1947. Despite his aptitude for
intellectual pursuit of higher educatfion, he began
employment with Sri Lankan Government Clerical Service
to look after the well-being of his family. He served in
various parts of Sri Lanka including Point Pedro, Colombo,
Batticalloa, Badulla, Jaffna, Vavuniya, and Nuwara Eliya
from where he eventually retired. He functioned as Courfs
Mudaliyar, as we all know, a prestigious and most influential
position in the Courts service. Following his retirement he
enjoyed being a businessman.

He was a very dedicated son to his parents and caring
brother for his sisters. He shouldered the well-being of his
family along with his parents and was a leading light in
setting the paths for his sisters' marriages.

He was married to a blossoming young woman Mahes
wary, the daughter of late Mr. Ponnaiah Rajaratnam, a well
known businessman in Puloly, Hatton, and Talawakelle, and
Mrs. Rathinama Rajaratnam, both of Puloly East, in 1955. His
dutiful and affectionate wife traveled at all times which
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ever areas he served. Their marriage blossomed "@svsomGio
meveom@uan” info a family of eight bright children, eighteen
wonderful grandchildren and one beautiful greaf
grandchild. "sbes wsBeIBEID Haml Smaiuhsl Whsl @mUUE
Gxwsd . He valued education, the most, and was very keen
in highly educating his children and grand children alike.
They subscribed to his preaching and fulfiled his dreams.

Eldest daughter Anushiyadevi, graduate of University of
Jaffna, is a dedicated high school math and science
teacher. She is marmied to Mr. Selliah Satcunasingam,
Retired Postmaster, and lives in her motherland Sri Lanka.
They have four cheerful children Suthagar, married fo
Vasuki of Puloly and lives in the USA, Uthayatharshini,
married to Utayakumar and lives in the UK, Vinothan who
lives in Qatar, and Uthayaranijini, married to Elanthrayan
and lives in Sri Lanka.

His second daughter, Vathsaladevi, an Accounts Manager,
is married to Mr. Bobby Vijay of Vasavilan, a Civil Engineer
and project manager, and resides in the UK. They have fwo
wonderful sons Vijaya Ganapathy and Vijay Skanthan.

Eldest son, Dr. Thevanayagam, Professor of Civil Engineering
at the State University of New York, is married to Vasuki of
Puloly, a Dentist. They live in the USA with their two fabulous
children Sharavanan and Abirami.

Daughter Kalawathy, employed at the Royal Mail, is
married to Mr. Selvarajah Prathapan of Puloly, a Civil
Engineer. They live in the UK. They have two beautiful
daughters Jasotha and Janaki. Jasotha is married to
Jeyasuthan and they have a daughter Abhisha, who is the
first great grandchild of Mr. Sabanayagam, who is a great
blessing for him.

Son Mr. Sanmugavadivel, a Lecturer at the Surveying
Institute, Sri Lanka, is married to Gnaneswary of Jaffna,
employed with Govt. of Sri Lanka. They have two amazing
children Tharshikan and Thushani.
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Son Mr. Mohan is a Civil Engineer, married to Yogeeta of
Colombo, a music teacher. They live in the USA with their
three shining young daughters Shainika, Priyanka, and
Ananthika.

Mr. Ratnavel, yet another blessing to his family, an
Electronics Engineer, is married to Yasodhara, of UK, an
Electronics Engineer. They live in the USA with their two
lovely daughters Praveena and Ahalya.

His youngest son, Mr. Maheswaran, an Electronics Engineer,
is married to Thukitha of Chavakacheri, formerly a teacher
in Sri Lanka, lives in the UK with their adorable daughter
Akshayaa.

He loved dearly his grandchildren and great grandchild
and cherished their presence around him.

Mr. Sabanayagam was well respected and highly
regarded both by his subordinates and superiors alike
including the Judges of the many Courts which he served,
for his honesty, integrity, commitment, dedication,
punctuality, promptness, efficiency, etc., and above all, a
sense of duty and loyalty. He had a strong character with
determination which meant he could never be influenced
or coerced to do anything other than what is right. He was
very firm but at the same time showed kindness. All in all he
was bestowed with admirable qualities and set an example
to others. He had a well disciplined life and ensured that all
his children were given the best education which would
help them to lead a good life. He sacrificed enormously
along with his wife for the good of his family.

Mr. Sabanayagam was deeply religious and worshipped
Gimevsusmient . LSS TETeT @bt AS  Gavbsuwisub. This too would
no doubt have helped not only to shape his own life but
also of his family. He had a deep sense of community
service and helped many relatives and friends in so many
ways. He also followed his father's and forefathers' foot
prints and enjoyed providing emergency medical services
to people stung by venomous insects, wherever he lived.
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He and his wife accustomed to live in Puloly during the most
difficult times and war in Eelam and endured untold
hardships, like many of our people living in Vadamaradchy.
Due to persuasion of their children, he and his wife,
eventually with reluctance, left their hometown and arrived
in the USA in 2000. Later they moved to UK and lived there
around their children and grandchildren. He continued his
religious activities and frequently worshipped at
Wimbledon Ganapathy Temple and Sri Raja Rajeswari
Amman Temple.
QUSTIETHRIGT aUTdhE CFTLaEmE -

MALISHH] SUTIPEUTRIG GUTLDLISNGH

SUTEINBUD CHUIRISHSI6T smaldhsl LB
He who is hidden, who has entered into the cave of the
hearts of hearts, cannot be seen with external eyes, he is
seen with the eyes of the Soul. Without beginning, without
end, he is not destroyed when his body is destroyed. He will
live with us forever and ever.

A Quotation from Shakespeare says -

"His life was so gentle and the elements so mixed in him
that nature might stand up and say to all the world
that this was the man”.

He had a full life, was able to live long enough to see a
great grandchild with a married life lasting 52 years
celebrating Golden Anniversary in 2005. This is a rare
distinction and definitely a gift from God bestowed only on
a few.

He attained eternal bliss under the feet of Lord Shiva on 1st
of March 2008 at the age of 79.

He will be fondly remembered and sadly missed by all.
May his Soul Rest in Eternal Peace.

Qo F1HAH! @b sM1HH! @b SFHH!
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Our Beloved Father

Our dear father, we are thankful fo have had you as our
father. There are no words to describe it. We will miss you
forever.

We grew up in your shadows. You were kind in heart. You
lived your life fully content with it. You were fortunate fo
have had many good friends, relatives, a wonderful wife
and a view of life that never allowed you to feel discontent.
Throughout your life, whatever happened, you would say
that everything that happened was for the good. We learnt
this from you during our formative years. It puzzled us a
great deal as kids. In your deep sleep now, you would say
the same of your own deparfure from this world. "spes
Gamsd 10&EHCHTT WHHTlstamsn .

Although we grew up fully subscribing to your philosophy of
life, we beg to differ with you today. But we have no
illusions and we fully redlize that your wisdom would prevail
again on this. Over the years we have grown up to
understand the true meaning of your preaching and that
you lived your life to the true meaning of Gita. You showed
us the way to steer our own lives. You taught us by setting
your life as an example.

by GOSN
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As we stand between you and your grandchildren and
great grandchild, not yet fully realizihg what has
happened, what is happening, nor what is going to
happen, we pass the ftorch to them and preach your
wisdom that whatever happens, everything is happening
for good, and ask them to approach their lives with the
same attitude as you did.

You lived a principled life, and blissfully attained deep
sleep.

We pray that your soul rest in Peace.

- Anushiya, Vathsala, Thevan, Kala
Shan, Mohan, Ratnavel, Mahesan
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In Memory of our Grandfather

Our beloved grandfather lived a remarkable life, one that inspired us
greatly. His adventurous aftitude, his broad range of interests, and his
happy demeanor made him a wonderful person to know. He was
patient and generous with his time and affection.

Our grandfather pursued his many endeavors diligently, and always
rose to meet a challenge. We always felt that he expected the same
of us, too, He was philosophical in his approach to life. He especially
had a great perspective when it came to the little things, never
displaying anger or impatience. Instead, he showed great dignity and
humor. He extended this philosophy no matter what obstacle he faced.
The strength of his character showed even in criticism. With a few wry
words, our grandfather could be far more damning than most people.

We'll miss his perspective and his gentle humor. We'll miss the surprising
depth and scope of his knowledge. We'll miss the warmth he extended
to everyone he met. We will miss our grandfather dearly. But we will
freasure his memory foreever.

- Grandchildren
Sutha , Baba , Vino ( Kuddy Saba) , Baby

We Love you and Adore you, lyah
We affectionately called our grandpa, lyah. lyah was an intelligent,
loving and caring member of the family and always had a cheery
smile.  We first met lyah and Amama in December 1999 when they
arrived from Sri Lanka.

Ilvah always looked out for the best in his children, grand-children and
great grandchildren and loved his family so much. lyah had a great
sense of humor. One thing that our family will always remember about
him was that he never gave up. He believed in himself and knew he
would achieve what he wanted to if he fried. He touched the lives of
many friends in many different ways.

Now that he has left us behind, with all these wonderful memories, he
will be sincerely missed by ourselves, family and friends. We would
hereby like to say our final goodbye to lyah. We love you lyah, you will
be fremendously missed.

- Grandsons
Vijaya Ganapathy and Vijay Skanthan
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Grandpa - In Our Hearts Forever

Although our grandfather is no longer with us today, he will
always be in our memories. His love is still with us everyday
as we go on with our lives and it will always be there to
comfort us as we endure many of life's challenges. His
strength and determination during his illness showed that
he was a man who never gave up. We can all learn
something from this inteligent man; never give up and
always look for the positives. From his life we learned that
no matter how tough things may get, you should never lose
faith. Even when he was in the hospital in such a weak
condition, we knew that he still had hope for his recovery.

The love placed around his life by his family gave him
a reason to continue on, despite the circumstance he was
placed in. By having everyone who loved him around him
during this fough time only made him a stronger man, and
all of us stronger people. We know that our grandpa had
faith in everyone around him. With our grandpa’s
encouragement, we were all able to and will still continue
fo succeed and live up to our greatest potential.

Our grandpa, full of such compassion and wisdom, is
a person that will never be forgotten and will never truly
leave our hearts and lives. No matter where life takes us, our
grandpa'’s faith and encouragement will follow us and give
us anything we need in order to reach our next goal.

- Grandchildren
Abirami and Sharavanan
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Memories of lyah

It's no surprise that lyah will be missed tremendously. He was
the kindest, gentlest man that | have ever known and has
brought happiness to many people throughout his life. He
will always be a huge part of my life.

When | was three years old, | went on holiday with lyah to
India. He carmied me in the temples, when my feet would
hurt on the burning hot floor. He would stand smartly with
his back straight and walk up the steep stairs, without any
struggle. He has told me stories from that frip — stories that |
will miss hearing.

lyoh was also very close to his great granddaughter,
Abhisha. She would run into his room, everyday, and falk to
him. lyah would teach her everything as she sat with him.
She would, also, call him as lyah, sometimes even lyah
Saba.

My grandfather had the memory of an elephant and the
warmth of a soft, snuggly blanket. He was a hard worker, @
great provider, infelligent, outgoing, talkative, humorous
and a freasured friend to anyone he came in contact with.
He valued life, standing up for what he believed in,
relationships, and most importantly, his wife and children.
He will live in our hearts forever and will be truly missed. We
love him ever so dearly and will miss his presence.

- Granddaughter
Janaki
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Our Dearest Appapah
We love you very much Appapah. We lived far away from
you but we will always remember sitting on your lap and
playing with you when we were visiting you in London.
Appapah, you are no longer here with us to play and tell us
the funny stories. When Appa told me that your heart
stopped beating then | told Appa that you are in heaven
and don't worry. We love you and will miss you Appapah.
We will always remember you in our hearts.

- Granddaughters
Shainika, Priyanka, and Ananthika
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Loving Grandpa

In praise of grandpa,
The guiding light of our life
He was a loving grandfather,
He had a fabulous wife

Like a father to me, also,
In so many ways.
Over all the years | knew him,
He always would amaze.

How this family stays together,
Always building, growing higher.
Is cause for admiration,
And a way to fruly inspire.

He was such a listener,
Always took great care.
If | needed his support,
| know that he'd be there.

His children and grandchildren were a joy,
At home and in business as well.
That closeness made him shine,

A pleasure | could always tell.

Eighteen grandkids fo love,

My Grandfather was like number nineteen.
No doubt he's smiling down,
upon them all from heaven.
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With all the lives he touched,
And all who felt his love,
He was, in his way,
Like the stars shine from above.

| miss you so already,
| thank you for everything.
And though it's sad for now,
you make my heart just sing.

To a really special person,
you're in my heart to stay.
Grandfather, thank you for your gift,
With love in every way.

- Grandson Kuddy Saba (Vinothan)

From our Hearts
There's a place in your heart for us
And we know that it is real love.
And far distance keeps us
Feel the real love,
Brighter than yesterday.
And if you live longer
We'll find there's
No need to cry.

Among us you felf there is no
Hurf or sorrow.

Why did you pass away?
Now you'll make us cry
And the time is to cry
You're not really gone
You're living in our hearts

- Grandchildren Tharshikan and Thushani
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Our Dearest lyah

This poem is dedicated to our granddad,
For truly being such a good lad.
He is currently residing up in heaven,
Surrounded by carnations in a safe haven.

lyah had a heart full of love,
As beautiful and peaceful as a dove.
With a mind full of knowledge,
Filled with various memories from life.

He taught us always to be wise,
To never tell any lies,
And mainly, to never give up,
Until, you reach the winning cup.

Happiness was brought throughout his years,
To everyone he knew, his nears and dears.
lyah is an everlasting light,

Burning away all evil, while always shining bright.

lyah is a celestial angel, sent from above,
Smothering the world with joy and love.
lyah is the glue that keeps our family together.
lyah, you are truly missed and will live in our hearts forever.

- Granddaughters Janaki and Jasotha
- Great granddaughter Abhisha

26



Loving Appapah

Oh Appapah...... | won't lament

I'm too little Of your loss

To write you on whole As it wasn't

Really you played A passing moment
A fantastic role I've heard you're
What a miss Too sentiment
You're gone So | Pray

Got an eternal living For your

In His throne Celestial permanent

Adieu Appapah
Have a happy rest
At last.
- Granddaughter Akshayaa

You are in our Memories

You were in a deep sleep like Shnowwhite and we
wondered what it meant: Our Mum and Dad told us that:
One day God will kiss you and wake you up gently, and
Take you home to happy-land called heaven where
twinkle stars are.

From up above the sky, you will look upon us like
The Lion King Mufasa does for Prince Simba.

While we wonder which star
you are watching down on us from,
we miss you so much and we always love you.

- Granddaughters Praveena and Ahalya
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Memories of our Father-in-Law

Our father-in-law was a man of "no worries". He has now attained
Eternal Bliss. He lived a bright and peaceful life, and left behind
many fond memories for us to look back on. He had a mulfi-
dimensional personality and was always pleasant. He was kind,
cheerful, and welcomed us, the daughters and sons- in-laws, into
his family with glee. He was always very friendly with my late
father Mr. Navaratnam and would visit my lyya frequently to chat
about his children’s success and how hard he and our mother-in-
law had worked for it. The same way, he was very friendly with
the families of late Mr. Vijeyasundaram, Mr. Selvarajah, Mr.
Suntharalingam, Mr. Yogasundaram, Dr. Gnananandha and late
Mr. Tharmalingam. He made everyone around him happy and
was well respected by all of our parents.

He would never miss an occasion to meet up with his children,
grandchildren, son-in-laws, and daughter-in-laws. At one
occasion when our family visited Sri Lanka in 1993, he made his
way to Colombo from Puloly by walking several miles on foot
through muddy fields, riding several miles in back of someone's
bicycle, several miles by boat, and the rest by bus and frain. His
perseverance made him fravel at that age fo see his grandchil-
dren. He visited us everyday at my parents’ house, spent fime
with us and took care of sending his youngest son, Mahesan, fo
England to fulfill his dream of educating all his children. He was
very successful in upbringing his children and was always happy
with the results. "Success is getting what you want — Happiness is
wanting what you get". He had both.

Later in life he wanted to spend his time with all his children and
grandchildren, and he did, living with us in 2000. Those memories
will stay fresh in the hearts of our children forever. Memories of
him will never leave our hearts.

May his Soul Rest in Peace. Om Shanti  Shanti  Shanti.

- Vasuki Thevanayagam
- (Satcunasingam, Bobby, Prathapan, Gnani, Geeta, Yaso, Thuki)
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Thank You

On behalf of our family,
we would like to express
our heartfelt thanks
to friends, relatives, families,
and children for sharing your time,
care, love and affection with us

and giving us strength

during this difficult time.

- Family
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