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My Dearest Papa

It's finally time for us to part and
as sad as it will be, | am just
glad to have known you.

I'm going to miss calling you
every night to find out what you
are having for dinner.

I'm going to miss calling you
every Fridays to get your
shopping list.
I'm gaing to miss rearranging your storage room and sort:ng out
your containers and fridge when we visit on Sundays.

I'm going to miss our Sunday visits, 11.00AM sharp bringing you
McDonald’s and cheekily letting you finish my strawberry milkshake.
I'm going to miss how you insist on putting chilli oil on practically
everything you eat and

I'm going to miss choosing your oulffits after your showers.

I'm going to miss your highly inspirational phrases and infamous pep
talks, and turning your house upside down trying to find batteries for
your clock.

I'm going to miss having to explain how to use your mobile phone
and

I'm going to miss combing your tufty white hair.

I'm going to miss your uncanny ability to remember practically every
event that's occurred in your life (dates and times included).

I'm going to miss making you tea that's either a) too strong or b) too
milky and making you cringe that I'm the granddaughter of a
professional tea factory superintendent.

I'm going to miss everything about you, from the shimmery, glint in
your eye to your enigmatic warm smile.

Look after Mama for me and don't forget you'll always live on in our
hearts.

LLove you always,
-Anita
(Grand Daughter)
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Loving Papa

| wanted to start off proceedings with a short history of Papa’s life
before coming to the UK. | apologize in advance for any factual
errors in the dates — something Papa was very good with. He had a
enormous memory power especially with dates, times and events.

He was born in Mathagal, Jaffna on the 9" October 1927 but his
date of birth was registered as 10™ September 1927. Papa was the
middle child of 7. The family was humble coming from a Farming
background as per his Father. He studied at Mathagal Vignesvara
Primary School , St Joseph's school and then St Hendry's at
lllawalai.

Whilst growing up, he assisted the British Army at the tender age of
15 during World War 2 and also worked in Trincomalee before
moving in with his older brother Mr. Thilayampalam who was a
School Principal in a tea plantation estate where he developed his
passion for tea and learned the trade from the ground up.

After qualifying, he worked in Ratnapura as a tea maker. During this
time, he married to Mama on the 21 July 1954 and after, only child
Vimalanathan was born on the 28" November 1956.

In 1958 he moved to Mozambique — a time where air travel wasn't
widely available and he spent over a month on a ship to get there.
He was recruited there as a specialist tea factory superintendent for
Liazi Agricola Limited — a Portuguese plantation company in Milange,
Mozambique.

He left everyone behind to take on this huge challenge despite pleas
from friends and family, but he established himself, learned to speak
Portuguese and had to settle for seeing his family back at home only
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once a year. He took on this challenge to help his family and friends,
whom he fulfilled and he was there to give helping hand to those in
need.

After some time, Mama moved to Mozambique to be with him. He
later retired from the position and on the12th June 1983 and went
back to Sri Lanka.

In 17th August 1988 he came with Mama to the UK to be with his
son and his family.

- By Murali Daran
(Grandson)
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My Dearest Papa

We have always been very close and fond of papa. While growing
up when he used to live with us, he used to pick Daran, Neal and
me up from school and every day he would have some opal fruits
ready to greet us with during the short walk home. On weekends he
would take us to the park and if we ever got ourselves muddy, he
always had some tricks with leaves to clean us up with. The other
day while we were looking back at old photos and videos of our
birthdays, papa and mama were always there at the back of the
room full of joy and getting involved. As we are a small family, we
were really privileged to have both of our grandparents close to us
for most of our lives.

Since those days the tables turned somewhat. Where Papa would
look after us as children, we found ourselves repaying the sentiment
in his latter days.

We always made sure we visited papa and mama at least once a
week, usually on a Sunday, for as long as | can remember. The
visits to their place used to consist of having lunch, hearing his old
stories about the good old days and doing the little chores around
their flat, which he couldn’t do himself, and papa telling us that we
have not done it properly.

Papa was a very particular man, he liked things done to a high
standard and he wouldn't be shy to tell you if you've done a bad or
mediocre job right to your face.

Some of his favourite things are his food, he loved his spicy food
and nothing was ever chilli enough, his tea -which usually took him
half a day to make just the way he liked it, his calendars and time -
he never missed an important date for anyone and would always
make sure, even in his latter days, that a card should make its way
to that person by any means necessary.

Those of you who know him well will know about his incredible
memory. He would amaze us with his minute-precise times and
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dates of important events in his life. One date he would recite the
most was the day he came to the UK to be with his family. A 2-week
trip to visit me as a newborn turned into a 28-year stint, but he
always had the idea that he would return one day. He had a pre-
packed suitcase with toys and gifts for the village he came from if he
were ever to return home.

Papa wore his heart on his sleeve and had had a lot of love to give.
He always had a saying that he would constantly remind me of,
"help the needy, not the greedy". This was a saying, which stuck
with me and sums him up perfectly. Papa was an excellent judge of
character, and would be there & help those who are less fortunate
than himself. He had a very big and kind heart and although in his
later life he didn't live a life of luxury, his happiness came from doing
what little he can for his family and friends all over the world.

We will miss you dearly papa, and we will always love you and have
you in our hearts. We will pray to you and let you know of our
happiness and wellbeing. We are deeply saddened that you won't
get a chance to meet your third great grandchild, to witness Anita’s
acceptance to university, and attend my wedding.

You taught us a lot, especially how to be better people, and we will
cherish and pass on your wisdom and memories for as long as we
live.

Sunday's will never be the same...

Always in our hearts.

By Devan Vimal
(Grandson)
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EULOGY

Do not stand at my grave and weep
| am not there. | do not sleep.
| am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
| am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush
[ am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
| am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do no stand at my grave and cry;
| am not there. | did not die.

It is a great honour to write a piece on Vimal's Appa; a man who has
graced most of my adult life. When | was first introduced to Vimal's Appa,
my natural instinct was to call him ‘Appa’. He never forgot the occasion.
None have |. In fact, many long-standing friends of Vimal have fostered
Appa as our ‘Appa’ or our ‘uncle’. That was the strength of relationship
‘Appa’ shared with each of us. He never ever forgot what we did for him:
even if the help were small.

Most of us know Appa as someone who was set in his way. But there is a
side of Appa that | marvel and respect: his sense of adventure and
determination. Appa left everything familiar and dear to him in Sri Lanka
and ventured overseas to a land he had no social, cultural or family ties.
He was his own role model. He took the ‘road less travelled' and won. It
gives me great pride because each of us who remember him as ‘Appa’ or
‘Uncle’ had followed his pioneering ways; though our feats not so arduous.
Appa, | shall miss your frank and plain speaking; your sharp and focus
mind. | am grateful for the time we have spent together. Thank you for
walking together with me. | understand we have to part company and for
your to rest a while; but soon, we will walk together again.

Om Shanti, Om Shanti, Om Shanti.
-Pathma Lingam
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