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Amma

Whenever | wrote an essay or speech | would always run it past
Amma. She needed to be able to make sense of what | was saying
and approve the content. Without her clearing this, | hope | have
not made any errors.

| would love to have written this in Tamil, but | feel my thoughts are
better processed in English. Throughout this book, many people
from all walks of life would have written some kind and amazing
words about Amma. | would like to thank them for their time and
effort.

1956 — 1979

Amma was born on 5" April 1956 as the eldest child to Nagendrar
Kanapathipillai and Satkunam. She comes from a long line of social
workers and community leaders. Her father was the Village
Headman in Neduntheevu (Delft), where the family are from, and
later in Chundukuli, Jaffna. His parents held the same position in
their time. In fact, her paternal grandmother was the first female
Village Head in the country. Her mother, a teacher, comes from a
family full of educators. It is no surprise where Amma got her strong
sense of civic duty from.

At the age of 5, Amma went from Delft to Jaffna to live with her
maternal grandparents and her aunt (Poomani Chithy and family). In
her own words, she was often pampered and prioritised far more
than necessary. She would remember with mixed emotions that
her grandfather in his last years would refuse to eat without her
there to feed him. Her parents and five younger siblings eventually
joined them in  Jaffna. Amma was the eldest
granddaughter/daughter to all and as such enjoyed immense
privileges with her extended family especially during special
occasions.

She attended St. John Bosco (Primary) School and Chundukuli Girls’
(Secondary) School. Amma’s calm, shy and reserved nature was
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evident as she kept a very small close group of friends. She wasn’t
the loud and exuberant type unless she was with people she was
comfortable with. 1 have only heard her mention a few of her
friends by name and had the pleasure of meeting one of them with
her on a trip to Colombo in 2003,

During the first year of her A-Levels, Amma’s uncle provided an
opportunity for her to work in the Mankulam Branch of People’s
Bank, Ceylon. It was the first time she lived away from her family
but even there she was well looked after by the family she stayed
with. She was especially grateful for the efforts the landlady made
to ensure her room was well protected from snakes and other
reptiles. Amma may have been reserved, but she had a charm about
her that made you want to help her.

During the days when Amma lived in Jaffna, Appa came to live at
her aunt’s house, next door to Amma. Though they were distant
relatives, they struck up a friendship which turned into love. Appa
came to London in 1976 to study and they would often write to
each other. When the talk of marriage came about at home, Amma
made a bold move in writing to Appa telling him that this was his
time to step up and come back for her. Eventually, with their
parents’ approval, my parents were married on 17% April 1979.
Soon after, Amma came to the UK where Appa was studying and
working.

1979-1983

Amma struggled a lot in the first few years with working full time,
supporting Appa and worse of all, dealing with the cold weather.
She would often reminisce about ‘those days’. Her first experience
of snow was marred by having to trudge through lots of it to get to
work interviews. She held several interesting jobs such as working at
the Bingo where she learned to appreciate British food and in
Tobacco Kiosks in various supermarkets where she helped many
other people get jobs. She was 23 years old, new to the country,
new to married life, new to being responsible and new to cooking;
but she was a fast learner. Through all the difficulties, Amma loved
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telling me the stories of how all their friends and family would get
together every Sunday, hire a video player and watch movies all
day. She loved to entertain and cook for people. That never
changed.

1983-1998

The struggle back home in Sri Lanka in terms of the civil war was
getting to a disturbing state. The riots of 1983 struck a chord with
the Tamil Diaspora living in the UK at the time. Both my parents
were actively involved in bringing together and being a part of a
movement in London that could lend a hand in whatever way they
could. Initially Amma was a member of the Tamil Marumalarchi
Sangam (Tamil Revival Organisation) and then went on to work for
Tamil Refugee Housing Association (now Tamil Community Housing
Association). She waorked there as an Office Administrator until
1998. After Amma’s funeral, | remember a man coming to the house
to pay his respects that neither Appa nor | had ever met before. He
told us that Amma'’s calm face was the first he saw at TCHA. She put
him at ease and assured him that they would do everything they
could to make sure he had accommodation. She helped with his
paperwork and saw that he was passed on to the appropriate
people. Amma loved working at TCHA. Not only did she take great
pride in her work, she also enjoyed the atmosphere and interacting
with her colleagues. She was often sought after for her computer
skills as not many were capable and willing at the time. | have
always proudly said that it was my mother who first taught me how
to use a computer.

Amma was involved with so many organisations who have all
contributed to this book. Tamil Refugee Action Group, Waltham
Forest Tamil Sangam and Tamil Refugee Training and Education
Centre were where she devoted the majority of her spare time and
efforts. She was their calm voice of reason and a meticulous and
efficient organiser. In retrospect, Amma had many conflicting sides
to her. There were times when she was in her element, very
confident in her convictions and then others when she was a shy
and nervous person. Her nerves never showed with me though. She
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was very clear with the way she raised me, always wanting me to do
my best and not regret anything.

1998-2015

Up until now, | think I had spent mare time with Appa and was very
close to him. In my eyes, Amma was a strong and ethical woman
who didn’t take any nonsense. Appa on the other hand was easier
to handle. For example, Amma would make my packed lunch and
expect it all to be eaten. | struggled with fruit. Appa would pick me
up from school and he would eat half or all of the fruit for me so
that | wouldn’t get told off by Amma.

A lot of things changed in our household in 1998, mainly with my
paternal grandparents moving to London and then eventually living
with us. Amma left her job at TCHA, worked with Appa in the family
business so that she could spend more time at home to help look
after my grandparents. These were now my teenage years and at
first | resented having her on my case all the time. She was much
more aware of everything | did. Ammamma has always been my
role model from a distance but | was starting to realise | had
Ammamma version 2.0 with me all the time. It took me a while, but
I eventually started to appreciate Amma for the time she spent
making me into who | am now and the sacrifices she made along the
way. If there is any goodness in me, it is wholly down to Amma. She
kept me grounded at all times and made sure | knew the value of
things, experiences and people. She was my moral compass.

We bonded a lot during these years and she became my best
friend. Although she was always ready with scarily good advice, she
would also be the first to joke sarcastically at my expense. There are
uncountable times that she has said to me ‘ouowr Gurart Lm@
sirdr Guirdliumi, Siing  ssbsomb  Glou  Glaneismen  srsim’. This
usually followed her telling me to do something for my own benefit.
Little did I know that that time would be here so soon. There are so
many things that | miss about our regular life that | took for granted
at the time. Simple things like how | would call her straight after
work and update her about my day even though | would be seeing

\
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her in an hour, how she would try to outsmart the Satellite
Navigation ending with us always having to take a detour and how
resting my head on her lap whilst she ran her fingers through my
hair was the best therapy on a rubbish day.

When | travelled abroad for the first time without my parents in
April 2000, Amma wrote a letter and put it in my suitcase. In the
letter was some advice on how to conduct myself but to also enjoy
all the experiences that | may never get again. She ended it with a
line that stayed with me and one that | remember whenever
something Amma said comes to mind.

‘GuiiGwrflel  oifleEmrsaT DD S UTE  aUTmIGHID GBSt
TRV —  oewel  GIpehalsh, IRED Tz analBEEaI6mE gL
Gurdalagrimsi’, (The advice of elders is not something that can be
easily bought in a shop. They are treasures that should be kept close
to our hearts and mind.)

Whenever | do anything around the house now, her words resonate
so much that | feel that she is right there telling me how to do it
properly. Appa is finding that out too. We have both come to realise
just how much Amma had been doing for both of us behind the
scenes so that we could go about our jobs and daily life. There were
many things Amma wanted me to achieve that I'm not sure | did.
However, the day | graduated from Cambridge with a teaching
qualification and a signed job contract was when she openly showed
her pride and I'm happy to have given her that.

Amma was an avid reader. She had a book in which she would write
down quotes or notes from things she read. She especially enjoyed
books penned by her favourite authors Ramanichandran and Kalki.
She would also watch lots of TV shows. She always seemed to
support the underdog or the alternative theory. For example, in the
epic Ramayana, she strongly believed the theory that King Raavana
(lankeswaran) was in fact Seetha’s father. Amma would make you
question and view things from a different angle.
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During these years, Amma would share stories about her childhood
and always spoke lovingly of her parents, siblings, cousins, uncles
and aunts. When she was ill and hospitalised in 2002 for a month, |
noticed how much of this love and respect was reciprocated
towards her. Amma not only had love for her own family, but for
Appa’s family too, especially her nieces and nephews. Though she
was usually seen as the most sensible and responsible person,
Amma was also the person that sneaked in KFC when we were all
supposed to be vegetarian or took us to watch movies during family
events that were starting to drag. She loved having people together
in ane happy place. Equivalent to family or perhaps even more was
her love and loyalty towards her friends and their families. | know
that this year has been difficult for each one of her friends. | can tell
how much they all value her friendship based an how much they
have been there for and are still supporting Appa and me.

Amma was an amazing cook and hostess. She really enjoyed
discavering new recipes through magazines and on the internet. She
would often go to restaurants and then come back and recreate
what we ate. There was almost always something new to trial out
on weekend mornings. Whenever it was my birthday or our annual
Christmas Eve party, she would start planning the menu weeks in
advance. However, any last minute guest to our house at any hour
knows that there would always be good quality fresh food made
available. It is something | really wish | was capable of but I'm sure
I'll learn with time.

Amma loved it when | was at home on holiday. | meant that she
could take me shopping. | may not be a big fan of it but it made her
happy and | know | will particularly miss our annual Boxing Day trip
to Oxford Street. Amma also loved shopping in India especially
buying beautiful sarees. | am gutted that my future daughters won’t
know their Ammamma. Not only because they would have been
brought up well, learning from mistakes made with me, but also
because she had big plans to dress them in skirts made from her
sarees, Amma would also use the holidays to try and teach me how
to cook. This is where she differed from Ammamma. Where
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Ammamma was precise with every measurement, Amma just had a
knack for flavours and quantities. It is not easy to emulate that. |
used to tell her that she should video herself cooking so that | could
refer to it in future but she jokingly said she didn’t want the film to
capture every time she would sneakily eat things (especially sweets)
whilst cooking. The start of last summer was lots of fun spending
time with her. She was in pain and couldn’t stand for too long.
However, this meant that she had me cooking full Sri Lankan meals
three times a day. She was surprised | lasted more than a few days
but I told her that she should have faith in me and know she has
taught me enough to survive just as she did.

August 2015

After two years of much debate on whether we should go to Sri
Lanka or not, hearing just how much Thatha’s health had
deteriorated made me determined to bite the bullet and go visit my
grandparents. Amma was not well but none of us knew just how
much pain she was in. When | was in Jaffna, | would WhatsApp
message her throughout each day updating her with videos and
pictures of places and people she wanted to see in laffna. As my
journey had gone smoothly, we had every intention of her visiting
her parents in October. On the 18" of August, Amma went to see
the GP and was eventually admitted into hospital. She didn’t want
me to know and forced Appa to come to the ward at 6am the next
day so that she could pretend everything was normal and we could
talk to each other as we had done every day. However, | could tell
something was not quite right as she wasn’t responding to any of
my subsequent messages. | feared whatever was causing her pain
had gotten too much for her to handle.

When | came back to London on the 20", | went to visit her
straightaway and was just so happy to be back with her. She wanted
to hear all the stories and see all the pictures of her parents even
though she had already seen most of them already. The next
morning, | went back to the hospital to be there whilst the doctors
were doing their ward rounds. The doctor called me aside and told
me the news that brought my entire world crashing. Amma had
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Stage 4 Cancer. Over the next two weeks, a lot of time was spent
trying to understand how it had gotten to that stage without any of
us realising, confirming the diagnosis, realising that Amma was not
strong enough for further treatment and that it was unlikely she
would be able to visit her parents. She wanted Appa and me with
her all the time and we were grateful to the hospital staff that
turned a blind eye when we pushed the visiting hours. | am also
grateful for the nurses who took time to speak to Amma when we
weren’t around. All of them felt like they knew me after they had
sat down with Amma for a chat. Amma didn’t want her illness to be
a talking point and would change the subject when people visited
but she had her close family and friends with whom she would
openly share her thoughts and fears in those final days. I'm thankful
to those who indulged her and comforted her.

Amma eventually came home on the 8" of September, which she
was very happy about. She did not want to be taking all the
medication and just wanted the comfort of her own home. Although
we knew the prognosis was not good, | was with great hope that we
would have at least 3-6 months with Amma. Sadly this was not the
case and we had to take Amma back to the hospital on the 11".
Those last few weeks were extremely difficult. However, the last
two days were chaos in terms of the volume of people visiting
Amma. Looking back, throughout the chaos, there was some sense
of calm between my parents and me as though we sensed the end is
near. Appa and | had our moments of quiet to reassure Amma and |
even got the chance to sing to her, something she had wanted me
to do for years.

On Sunday 13" September 2015, just as the doctors were telling us
that they didn’t think it was wise to keep pumping more medication
into her and we should let her be, she took the decision out of our
hands and breathed her last.

Amma had given clear instructions regarding her last rites a few
years ago and she was laid to rest with the dignity she deserved and
had requested. Her ashes were scattered a month later in
Keerimalai, Sri Lanka.

~
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There have been trying times in our family over the last decade but
nothing more so than last year. It would have been much more
unbearable without the support of some of our family and all of our
friends. Amma earned a lot of love and respect in her lifetime and
that was evident during those weeks, during the funeral and even
more so in those that have given strength to Appa and me this past
year.

Amma, | am so proud to be your daughter. However much | really
wish you were with me, it is more important to me that you are now
in a pain free realm. Wherever you are, keep an eye out on all of
your loved ones.

Yours always, Thulasi
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Tamil Refugee Action Group
Tamil House,
Unit 1, Ground Floor, Fountayne Business Centre, Broad Lane, Tottenham,
London N15 4AG

Verny — a pioneer, a selfless servant

| have had the privilege of knowing Verny and her family for more
than 30 years. The starting point of our friendship was the
formation of Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG). Verny was one of
the first committee members of TRAG, as a representative of Tamil
Marumalarchi Sangam.

Little did | know at the time what a committed person she was when
it came to serving the Tamil Community. Her passion and
unwavering generosity to serve others made her take on a variety of
responsibilities and always with a smile.

She was one of the core individuals involved in the formation of
Tamil Housing through TRAG. Her commitment within the Tamil
Community outshone through her workshops, sponsored by TRAG
and Waltham Forest Tamil Sangam, which mainly focused on Tamil
women’s affairs and their empowerment within the alien
environment.

No matter what tasks Verny undertook, she always went beyond
her call of duty to accomplish it. Of course, she expected the same
from her own family members, volunteers and community activists.

In my humble experience of working with the Tamil Community,
Verny is a special one — she was compassionate and selfless, but
now she is no more. Her life as a dedicated loving mother and
community servant should be a guide to our future.

“Service to mankind is a service to God”.
Her life reflects the moral teaching of “Love All, Serve All”.

Kuhan Kuhachandran
On behalf of Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG)
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Dedication to a good friend of Tamils

It gives me great arivilege to share the cherished moments of Verny's [ife. She was an exemplary role
made| far community service and it Is only right that the community celebrate her life for the long
list of achievements she has accomalished in her iifetime

| was truly honoured that Verny's family asked me to represent numeroUs commnity erganisations
Veray had servad, namely TRAG, TCHA, TR-TEC, Tami Women's Groun and Waltham Farest Tamil
Sangam at her funeral last year and say a few words. One year nas gone by, her memories are fresh
as ever and more Imaartantly, the lagacy which she feft behind continues to make a rea! difference
5o many peones lives,

werny's love far the Tam | cammunity cannos be put intn wards - to understand her passion anc love
for the community al! ene aecds to do (s fook at the community organisations she formed and
tiralessly served until the vary [ast days of her living.

Hapaily married to Mageswaran and leading a comiartable [fe in Londan, Verny was touched by the
atrocitios that zffected the Tamil people of 57 Lanka in the 8%'s, She was determined that something
necded tn a8 done ta suppart the qew arrivals and inspired many ethers to do so - this resulted in
the Farmation of Tamil Refugee Act'an Group, known as TRAG in 1586,

| remember she was heavily pregnant, about a month away from giving birth to Thulasi when we
held the inaugural meeting of TRAG and she was there with no hesitation what so-ever, TRAG, to
date, has served more than thousands of Tamil refugees in this country and Verny rever had any
second thoughts about agresing to volunteer with TRAG, That passion ant commitment has
continued to the last days of her life.

Verny had @ parteular passion for empowering women and she became a huge supporter anl
mamber af Tamil Women's Group, which was supported by today's parliamentary oppesition leader
the Honourable leremy Corbyn, She helaed many Tamil women to get into employment anid
training.

During her ater work, Verny becama a keen advocate for facilitating our next generatians to earn
and eommunicate in Tamil, Taulasi is one of the rare second generation children who can fluently
deliver speechesin Tamil in public farums, Of course, the inspiration and encouragement came fram
her mother,

My troughts and prayers are with Verny's family and friends on this anniversary day. Verny may be
A0 more, hut her achievements and the legacy she has left bakind isan inspratian farus all.

Mr. 5. Varathalingam
Chair of Tamil Community Housing Association
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Tribute to our late Krishnaverny Mageswaran
05.04.1956 -13.09.2015

It is a privilege to have been asked by late Verny
Mageswaran’s daughter, Krishanthy (Thulasi), to write few words
about her mother on her first anniversary.

| had known Verny Mageswaran since 1987 when | was first
elected to serve on the management board of Tamil Community
Housing Association (TCHA).

Her loss came as a shock not only to me but also to her loved
ones and our community. She was the definition of a loyal wife,
devoted mother, who was kind and affectionate to her family
members and a committed and tireless community worker to the
Tamil Community in the UK as well as in our homeland.

She passionately served communities of refugees who arrived in
large numbers to UK in the 80s, as well as those who were
displaced back home.

She had been immensely helpful to me while | was actively
engaged with TRAG, TCHA, TRTEC and TRO. She was also
pivotal in organising the women's association, helping local
women to be empowered and able to fight for their rights in a
strange and foreign environment.

Verny was very soft spoken and presented herself in a cool, calm
and collected manner; always coming up with sensible solutions
to issues at hand. | never saw her lose her temper or be unkind
to anyone. She carried out her good work quietly and never
sought fame but she her presence would be there at all social and
community events. It is a very rare quality among Tamil women
as we hardly see such people like her among our community.
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| could write of hundreds of public events and vigils where Verny
contributed and supported me while | was representing our
community, particularly at all human rights and humanitarian
forums, where we our voice was given on behalf of our nation
back home.

Three weeks before she passed away she phoned and requested
me to help a university student with some work on a thesis on
conflict for women in warzones. She confirmed three days before
she went back to the hospital that the student was very happy
with the help she received from me.

She balanced her private life with her hushand and daughter with
her community service. This helped her husband to succeed in
his business and her daughter to achieve academic excellence;
she is currently the Deputy Head of the Mathematics Department
at the school she works in.

Both Verny and her daughter are involved in serving the
community  voluntarily. Even when adversity hit the family
business, Verny was resolute as ever and resolved all those
issues and came through it all keeping her family intact. Now we
can see many of Verny's qualities in Thulasi.

| am due to retire this September from TCHA after long period of
30 years as a shareholder and a board member, and | am more
than happy to be informed that Thulasi will be replacing me on the
TCHA Board. Thulasi's achievements are a credit to her mother
Verny as she took Thulasi to every event that she attended and
taught her the history and importance of our community.

| greatly valued Verny's friendship, participation and contribution
to the community and to our struggle to give better lives and a
lasting freedom as well as dignity to our people. Her legacy of
community work in this regard will never be forgotten by us
all. May her soul rest in peace that passeth all understanding.

Eliza Mann

Past Mayor of Southwark 2008/2009

Liberal Democrat Councillor for Riverside Ward from 2002 to date
London Borough of Southwark

160 Toaley St, London SE1 2QH
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Verny — A Committed Social - worker

| like to thank the family and friends of Verny
Mageswaran in London for giving me an opportunity to
join them in celebrating and remembering the life of
Verny —a Committed Social-worker.

| remember the first time | met the young couple - Verny
and Mageswaran, 33 years ago. That was the time the
Tamils in Sri Lanka were undergoing enormous hardship
and suffering and the expatriate Tamil community in
London were rallying together to support their
compatriots. Since that time and until her last days Verny
along with Mageswaran, and later with their little daughter
Thulasi contributed her time and energy extensively to
the welfare of her community back home and also in
London.

In those days, very often we travelled to different parts of
London and sometimes outside London and met our
community to advance the course of Tamil people in Sri
Lanka. We did this in the weekday evenings after work or
during the weekends. There were instances when Verny
was pregnant and later when she was nursing the little
baby, we desperately sought Mageswaran's assistance in
providing us with the transport for these travels, In such
occasions, Verny never resented us for dragging her
husband away from home for long periods when his
assistance was much needed at home. She not only
encouraged him to help us but also provided us with food
when we returned late in the nights from our arduous
travels. Verny was also a founding member of the Tamil
Refugee Action Group (TRAG) and actively contributed to
the welfare of the Tamil refugees in London especially in
the area of refugee housing.

During and since my days in London, | considered Verny
as one of my younger sisters and always loved her and
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admired her loving and caring qualities. She was always
ready to serve those who were in need. Verny along with
her family sacrificed her resources for the betterment of
Tamil community in the homeland and in London. We
acknowledge and value that contribution enormously.

It is very hard to come to terms with the fact that Verny is
not with us in her physical form. However, it is absolutely
true that the goodness she emanated and the selfless
service she rendered to fellow human beings has earned
her God's Grace and that She Rests in Peace.

Sathya Moorthy
Australia

18 July 2016
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Verny Mageswaran

A TRIBUTE

Verny Mageswaran, was a friend, fellow sympathiser and an
inspirational human being who discretely made a difference in the
lives of many. She hailed from the scenic island of Neduntheevu or
Delft - proudly named by the Dutch, as the eldest daughter of the
Neduntheevu Vidanayar. Growing up on the island, surrounded by
shallow beaches, soft sandy dunes and coral chunks, it could have
been providence that made this demure young woman to cross
oceans and find her future life in the United Kingdom.

I came to know of her in 1984, in the UK, through a close friend of
mine. At that time, she was a happily settled wife of a successful
businessman. But | presume despite the contentment her own life
offered, she was moved by the plight of the endless number of
Tamil refugees arriving in this country. She was sympathetic to their
sufferings, she witnessed the mass migration of Tamil refugees post
the 83’ riots, the families fleeing from angry mobs leaving all their
assets and familiar surroundings behind searching for a new life in
the chilly winter of England. Her deep understanding of their
dilemmma, persuaded an interest in helping them. She urged her
husband to give anything they could afford to help these refugees to
start and continue their lives here. This initial venture led to her
becoming a pioneer in Tamil Women activism in the United
Kingdom.

Verny became one of the founder-members of the Tamil Women’s
Action Group and was instrumental in forming the Tamil Refugee
Action Group (TRAG). Even today TRAG can be considered as a
growing concern helping many refugees who come to this country,
on social issues, settlement, job, education, lifestyle changes,
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cultural and community advice. But TRAG's enormous service to
refugees was evident at that time, the 1980s and 90s, when the
organisation extended its humanitarian assistance to fleeing
refugees, which created a tremendous impact of Tamil activism and
support for these people.

She came directly into contact with us when she along with the late
Navanayagam was appointed as the Representative of the Waltham
Forest Tamil Sangam, in what came to be known as the Federation
of Tamil Associations of the United Kingdom (FTAUK).

As the General Secretary of the Federation of Tamil Associations of
the United Kingdom (FTAUK), her quiet demeanor and great
understanding of the complexities that surrounded the Tamil people
of Sri Lanka took me aback. | particularly remember an occasion
where 21 members of the Federation decided to write a letter to
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka. The only hand that was raised in
objection belonged to Verny. Understanding that there must be
something grave about this resolution | decided to postpone the
decision to after lunch. At lunchtime, Verny told me "Why are you
doing this? | would advise you not to take this step’. And we decided
to defer this decision for a later time. It dawned on me after 3
weeks that if we had gone ahead with the decision we would have
been in deep trouble with the Tamil community. Such was her

comprehension of the Tamil mind.

Verny was married to Mageswaran and had one daughter, Thulasi.
Mageswaran, himself at one time owned several shops, lived in a
palatial house and was resolute in his own way to help the Tamil
cause. He was determined to employ only Tamil men and women, in
his various businesses and all his shops but unfortunately he was let
down by many. Nevertheless, both Verny and Mageswaran did their
best to help the Tamil community in a selfless, empathetic way
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much less thinking about their own time and wellbeing. The
measure of that lady is such that in spite of her altruistic service to
the community, when you met her on the road, she wouldn’t come
across as a strong nor loud spoken person, who wanted her
presence to be felt with all pomp, but rather as a contended
reticent personality who kept her humanitarian nature to herself.

Her funeral witnessed the attendance of one of the largest ever
Tamil crowds | have seen in the United Kingdom, such is the

magnificence of her personae.

Dr. N. Satchithananthan
General Secretary
FTAUK

06.08.2016
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE OF Mrs. KRISHNAVERNY
MAGESWARAN—"VERNY".

It is with profound sadness and deep sorrow that 1 would like to pay
this glowing tribute and record my recollection of the association
with Verny as a former chair (over 15 years) of Tamil Refugee Action
Group (TRAG). It is through TRAG that | came to know Verny in
1989. | knew that she served in the steering committee formed in
April 1985 which spearheaded the formation of TRAG on 30th May
1985. She was one of the founder members. Her contribution as a
volunteer, member of the management committee and later as its
secretary is unique and remarkable. During my chairmanship of the
last 3years, she functioned as secretary of TRAG. It had been a
pleasure to work with her. She is a true and loyal friend who could
always be trusted. She had a spirit of service. She always placed the
interest of TRAG/ Tamil community above and foremost before her
own wellbeing. She was a role model when assessing her
commitment, dedication, compassion in serving the needs of the
Tamil community and in particular the Tamil Refugees.

Thulasi had lost her caring and loving mother. Mageswaran had lost
his beloved wife. The Tamil community living In U.K. had lost a good
friend, a dedicated and committed volunteer. Service to humanity is
service to God. She would be sadly missed by all of us but fondly
remembered always.

Success is not final. Failure is not fatal. It is the courage to continue
that counts.—Winston Churchill.

She who lives truly, in her own heart, truly lives in the hearts of all
the people.—Thirukkural.

The unloving belongs only to themselves, but the loving belong to
others to their bones.--Thirukkural

We pray to Almighty God that her soul may rest in eternal peace
(moksha).

OM SHANTHI, OM SHANTHI, OM SHANTHI.

CUMARASAMY SITHAMPARAPILLAI
Solicitor,

Family friend,

Ex-Chairperson, TRAG.

~N
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VERNY, an Unfergettable Friend

Verny, I never even dreamt in my life that [ would be writing
this tribute for you. Words cannot express how much I miss
you or how much you meant to me! I still hear your voice and
your affectionate way of calling me Acca.

I first met Verny in 1986 in London when Thulasi was about
14 months old. It was my husband Navam who invited them to
our house. 1 was surprised to find that Verny was a classmate
of my younger sister Ranji at Chundikuli Girls College, Jaffna.
From then on, we became very close friends and 1 never
imagined that she will turn out to be another of my younger
sisters.

Verny was a caring, affectionate and gracious person. She was
always ready to help anyone in need. She was an excellent
organiser and always did everything in the background and
never yearned for any sort of recognition. Whenever there was
a function at the Thamil Sangam or Thamil School, she
volunteered to help in the preparation of the catering. Her
honesty, simplicity, humility and kindness won her so many
friends. She had a good sense of humour and a cheerful
manner. Her house was always open to all her relatives and
friends. Both her Father and Mother in law were well looked
after by Verny till the end. Her hospitality was second to none
and she would entertain anyone who visited their home no
matter what the time it was. Verny, you rejoiced with us during
our happy moments and you shared our grief, crying with us in
the darkest hour we faced in 2012 when Navam was taken
away from us. For this alone, we will ever be thankful.
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Verny had a God given gift for cooking. During Navam’s
illness she was a great help to me. She would bring daily his
favourite dishes, deliciously prepared. Even after his passing
away she didn't stop caring for me and the boys. She used to
visit our house daily to make sure we were ok and cared for me
in her own very special way until her illness took over, for
which I will be ever grateful.

Vemny has brought up Thulasi well. She reflects her mother's
caring, simple, humble and loving qualities. Though she is the
only child, Verny has taught her all the necessary household
chores. Whatever ups and downs Verny faced she had a
cheerful manner and was a tower of strength to her husband
Mages. She always made sure that Mages and Thulasi took first
place in her life. She worked hard to look after the shop and her
home till she was hospitalised. Her death has left a void that
cannot be filled.

Her Life will go on in the hearts and minds of those that she
has touched.

Friend and Sister,

Mathini Navanayagam
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A True Friend

| met Verny about 30 years ago when she moved to Walthamstow.
At that time | didn't realised that | gained a true friend. Initially we met
each other at meetings and cultural functions etc. Our mutual
interests, ideas and the same way of thinking brought us closer. We
always shared our happy and sad days together and formed a very
strong bond. We shared so many happy days, months and years
together.

Everything changed in 2013 when 1 fell ill. During my treatment
period, no matter what, Verny was there to comfort me and she
provided healthy meals constantly on the days | underweni
chemotherapy.

Then last year she fell ill and her iliness was diagnosed at a later
stage when she was admitted to hospital. | could understand the pain
she suffered even though she hid it so well. When Verny's health
deteriorated | really knew how much pain she was in but not knowing
how to make her feel better was the most difficult feeling which we all
felt during her last days. Verny was taken so suddenly and so
shockingly in the prime of her life.

It is HARD to accept the death of a loved one; especially when |
didn't have the chance to say goodbye properly. It seems like an
irreplaceable part of my world was gone. | never really knew the pain
from the death of a friend and what it's like until | was there myself.
The pain is unbearable but | look to God because he's the only one
who can comfort me.

Verny, you were such a good person and such fun to be with. We
laughed out loud for silly things which | cannot explain. You took care
of my shopping and tailoring needs in India. Whenever | visited your

\

In Loving Memory of late Mrs Krishnaverny Mageswaran 53



place the first thing you would do is insist that | ate something, you
touched my heart with your kindness. Verny, you had a wonderful
ability to know when to offer advice and when to just listen and
support.

When we worked together we have always had an in-depth
conversation, which stimulated my brain and brought out the best in
me. Verny, you were a true friend, the one | shared anything and
everything with getting total honesty from you whether | liked it or not.

Thank you friend, for the concern and understanding you gave
abundantly. You were always there for me and you were pretty cool
too!!l I am really lucky to have had a true friend like you in my life.
Even though death has parted you and you are no longer with us in
physical plane, you continue to live in my heart and mind. Verny, the
only thing | can do now is to show motherly affection to Thulasi and
be there when she needs help and advice.

Your friend,

Saratha Sivagnanasundaram
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A friendship that speaks the truth in one’s mind, not that what
tells us the opposite, is what one needs life. One of the
wealth that we all shared with Verny was her true friendship.
Rathy, Saro, Ruby and |, we all enjoyed a good friendship with
Verny when we were working together at TCHA. There were
several occasions where our colleagues would point to us and
ask how it was possible that they had never seen us arguing
with each other. The answer of course is Verny, who kept us
together with a mind that speaks nothing but truth. Her
sincerity and affection for friendship, which | believe is an
infectious but rare quality is what kept all us together.

When we were down Verny would always make us a nice cup
of tea and offered it to us with a vadai or a roll. She would
never question or tell us what we should do but she was
always happy to guide us to do the right things. Verny was a
very caring person, who always had everyone else’s’ best
interests in her heart. But she has never shied away from
standing up for a just cause or standing against an
unjustifiable action until they corrected themselves.

It is the cruelty of the fate that it has cut short the life of a
wonderful and humble human being who made it as her life’s
mission to help the vulnerable those who couldn’t help
themselves.

Verny’s kind smile and the mind that speaks the truth will be
with us for ever.
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( Verny, you guided us to:

Act Justly

Love tenderly

And walk humbly with our God

May your soul rest in peace

Rathy, Saro, Ruby & Mary
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My friend Verny -
When | think about my dearest .\
friend Verny, | always remember
the day | came to England. At that
time Bala and | were newly
married and living on the same
road (Wilberforce Road, Finsbury
Park) as Verny and Mageswaran.
Both came to visit us and | had
mentioned to Verny that | would
have to start working as soon as
possible. Four days later, Verny
found me a job at the company
she was working at that time (TKL
- Tobacco Kiosk Ltd). At that time
my husband was an accountancy |
student and so my financial
support was very essential. | will
never forget this act of kindness and this was one of many that
followed in the thirty years of friendship we had.

On those days we didn't have many relations or friends in
England and Verny & Mageswaran were one of the few we
had. Bala used to go to college and work during weekends and
| used to stay at home by myself when | wasn't working.
Mageswaran was the only one who had a car amongst our
friends and one of my fondest memories is when they used to
take me with them whenever they would go shopping or visit
their friends. | used to wait anxiously for their call excited about
where or what we would do that day.

Verny was a social butterfly. | still remember that whenever |
would go to their place, there would always be people around,
even when it was very late in the evenings. Verny would
happily cook and entertain the visitors, even though she was
exhausted from working two different jobs. She was an
excellent cook and very quick! Within minutes she would finish
her cooking. Never once did | see Verny tired or unhappy. |
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always admire both Verny & Mageswaran and believe they
were made for each other.

When both our families started to grow, we moved houses and
we didn't keep in contact as much as before. However
whenever we met each other at any occasions, it would be like
no time had passed and we would have a great catch up like
old times.

| will always remember Verny as my guide, friend and looked
at her as a loving sister. | have only come across a handful of
people like Verny and Mageswaran who go out of their way to
help others without any expectations. | also know there were
so many people like me who have been blessed to call Verny
a friend. | hope and wish all the good things Verny did in her
short life will turn into blessings and shower upon her lovely
daughter Thulasi.

We can be sure that she is now happy wherever she is and
that she will be guiding Thulasi in leading a wonderful happy
life. We all know that, she will always be here with us, shining
on us and looking over us forever. | hope and wait for the time
| meet her again. Rest in peace my dearest friend.

Rajani Bala
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Verny was not only a leader to her family but she was also a friend
to anyone she would meet. Her influence lives not only through her
family but anyone she shared her time with. | studied AlLevel with
Mageswaran in 1972 and that is how | came to know Verny. If |
needed to meet up with him, without doubt he could be found
wherever Verny was. Throughout all the days | have known her, |
have seen her be happy, jolly, mad even but never have | seen her
holding her head down.

There are so many days that | can bring back in memory that just
stands out whether it be from the days in Sri Lanka helping their
love blossom or in England when we all lived in the same house.
From the first day | met her, she talked to me with the level of
comfort as though she had known me for years. Her beautiful smile
along with her confident stance can only be a positive influence for
anyone lucky enough to have known her,

She is a gem lost forever but her brightness will always shine in the
hearts of her loved ones, especially her daughter and husband.

As her friend, | will miss her dearly but she will always be in my mind
and heart... not as a woman who has vanished, but as a woman who
lives in the smallest forms amongst each of us that she had touched.
| wish that was enough to accurately describe how | feel, but it
doesn’t, not even close. Verny, we miss your laugh and even your
jokes. All | have are pictures and memories. The pictures will help
me remember your face, full of life and that voice | would recognise
anywhere though | wish | had more.

The anniversary day comes with tears and sorrow. | want to
remember you with smiles and laughter, honour you with strength
and resolve... all we have are memories.

God has you in his keeping... We have you in our heart!

Ranjit and Family

U.S. A.
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Verny Athai

Verny Athai is a very special person in our family, as she was
the wife of our Periyamama. Although I met her in India in
1993, my earliest memory of her is when we first arrived to the
United Kingdom in 1994 and she welcomed us with open arms
into her home.

Upon marrying my Periyamama. Verny Athai came (o
England. She was a young, intelligent aspiring woman and
unlike many young women at the time, she decided do
something —
different with
her life. Not
only was she
working
multiple jobs
full time, she
also
volunteered
for many years
and  worked
with many
community organisations mainly based in the London Borough
of Waltham Forest where there was a large influx of Tamil
migrants who fled Sri Lanka due to the war. She was truly a
selfless, kind hearted and inspiring woman, and 1 feel
privileged to have had the time to spend with her.

Among her many talents. Verny Athai was especially good at
preparing delicious food, in particular her mutton curry. She
was always one to successfully manage multiple tasks at any
one time. She was a caring and supportive wife. a loving and
nurturing mother, and a considerate and inspiring aunt to many.
She was also always ready to have a good joke and laugh with
us. her nieces and nephews. Perivamama and Verny Athai have
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raised a very talented daughter who is involved with our Tamil
culture. Many of Verny Athai’s qualities can be seen in her
daughter, our cousin. Thulasi machal is a strong, considerate,
caring, respectable and very talented young woman to whom
many of our family members and others all look up to.

During her final few days with us, Verny Athai held strong and
kept a brave face. She did not want to hassle anyone and causc
any inconvenience. I would go to visit her every day at hospital
to see how she was doing and ask about her health. However,
her concern was whether | had eaten and rested well. She was
definitely a fighter till the very end.

Unfortunately. Verny Athai is no longer with us. | believe she
has moved to a better place, to be closer to God. Verny Athai
has made some sort of positive impression on each and every
one of our lives, and it is important we learn to do as she did:
“To help and treat others as we wish to be treated” and
‘Happiness is appreciating what you have’.

We will always remember Verny Athai. You will forever be
missed. May your soul rest in peace.

Om Shanthi. Om Shanthi. Om Shanthi.

Pirabu Sothirajah
Nephew
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Periyamma

When Amma first called me at the end of August last year to tell me
that Periyamma was in hospital, three weeks before she passed
away, none of us could have predicted what followed. The news
came out of the blue and as a family we lived it in a denial filled
daze. It is only through the months since that the reality of her
passing has set in, as we feel her great absence in her home, at
family gatherings and in our future plans. We have celebrated
weddings and also sadly lost our grandfather this year. In all these
ups and downs, there has been a vital piece missing in our family
jigsaw.

The only comfort, the sliver of silver lining in this greyest of clouds,
is that she was not made to suffer for months, something we all
knew she dreaded and would have hated.

My earliest memory of Periyamma was when they would visit
us when we were living in France. To be honest | don’t remember
much aside from the huge bag of sweets and chocolate she would
give us but of course at that age, there wasn’t anything better.

Things didn’t change when we moved to London and we spent our
first years here living with them and enjoying all the free sweets
from their shop. When we moved, it was only to the road next to
theirs. My sisters and | have endless memories of Periyamma
including our never ending shopping trips with Amma and
Periyamma’s joint BHS account, our shared trips to see Ammamma
and Thatha in India and the countless times we have
wondered how Amma and Periyamma turn up to events in
matching saris, despite claiming it wasn’t planned.

As we grew older and life became busier, these times together
became less frequent and those memories now, more precious.
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Periyamma was the fashionable, no nonsense, sarcastic and funny
sister and although | should write about the person she was and the
love she created for those around her, writing about her in the past
tense is more difficult that | realised.

Thulasi akka, you were Periyamma’s princess and her whole world. |
don’t think would have ever had a conversation with her without
hearing your name more than a few times. Both Periyamma and
Periyappa dedicated their lives to make yours the best that it can
be, regardless of the ups and downs you have all faced. Although |
can pick from hundreds of moments to reflect on the love
Perivamma had and will always have for you, | hope you will forgive
me for choosing to write about one of the last.

We were sitting next to Periyamma on Sunday night (13/9/15), and
the doctor had just left the room having asked you to decide how
we should proceed with her care. | could see you were struggling
with the feeling of not wanting to give up on her but at the same
time, wanting her to be as comfortable as possible. It was literally in
the middle of you explaining this to Periyappa and asking his
opinion, that Periyamma decided to leave us. | truly cannot think of
a better example of how she has always looked out for you
both; saving you from making one of the most difficult decisions you
would be asked to make. | hope that as painful as that moment was
and will be, that it serves as a reminder as to the woman, mother
and wife that she was.

| cannot pretend to even understand what you are going through,
and | know that a mother is irreplaceable. However, | hope that you
know, that to myself, my sisters and our cousins, you are our sister,
and to your chithies, chithappas, mamas and athais- you are their
daughter.

Periyamma, | am glad that my last days with you were spent at a
sleepover at the hospital, just like we have done at your house on
numerous occasions. Sadly this time, we weren’t lucky enough to
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have your cooking, and the 3am take away certainly reminded me
of this.

I hope that you
rest in peace

knowing that
your sisters,
brothers,

nephews and

nieces will do all
they can to make
sure your Thulasi
is always smiling
and continues to
be the happy,
successful and
accomplished
woman you have made her into. Rest in peace and | hope that when
I see you, you will still be the sarcastic, funny and cool Periyamma
you always were.

Although Thulasi akka and Periyappa will always live with the scars
of this loss, there is still so much to see, to do and to experience

until we see her again, and | hope they both manage to do this with
the vigour with which Periyamma lived her life.

Loving niece,

Sophia Rajenthiran

\

In Loving Memory of late Mrs Krishnaverny Mageswaran 76




Verny Periyamma’s sudden passing was impossible to fathom, let
alone endure. It is still a challenge to accept that a year has gone by
with her no longer with us, and she has left a dent in all our hearts
to be filled by our beloved
memories of her. Periyamma
was remarkable in so many
ways, especially through her
kindness. From her visits to
Canada, we will always
remember by how much she
loved and cared for our
mother. We got to see their
bond, their many laughs, the
way Periyamma guided and

encouraged my mother. She

was always a loving foundation
of support and solace for our mother. Our mom still carries with her
the 50th bday card Periyamma had given her where she still called
amma her “baby sister”. We miss her immensely and Periyamma's
beautiful memories, and the presence she left behind will always

remain in our hearts.

Vinotha Veerasingam (Niece)
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Our Perryatthai, Krishnaverny Mageswaran, was a lovely
woman who we miss greatly.

She was quite a remarkable woman, and | mostly found out
about all her amazing work far too late - at her funeral. To me
though she was a warm, witty and generous woman with a
welcoming smile on her face. She was my aunt - the eldest
matriarch after my maternal grandmother.

| spent one of those complex transient years between
childhood and adolescence with my aunt, uncle and cousin. It
must have been quite difficult to take a child into the bosom of
your family for a year, yet she cared for me and nurtured me
with a warm heart. This is the year | truly got to know my aunt,
her delicious cooking, her laughter, her humour.

Maostly | remember her smile, and the quick witted repartees to
my brother's banter. | remember her Fish Kool suppers, full of
chatter, noise and laughter. | miss her in little ways that cannot
be put into words - and so does the rest of the family. She was
a strong independent woman who will remain one of our strong
female role model in my family. A phenomenal woman
mirroring Maya Angelou's poem.

Raji Varadarajah (Niece)
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To my Athai,

You are the sort of woman that a young man can learn a lot
from. Apart from my mother, she was the only other that
had a complete equal outlook on how to bring children up
whether they were male or female. A strong feminist

Her attitude towards me was an eye opener for most people
who witnessed her quick-witted responses to my cringe
worthy comments. The banter between us was unbeaten. It
was so profoundly funny to the point that it made some
jealous. She always had time for me, regardless of how
silly or idiotic | was.

She was a kind and warm-hearted woman, but that
shouldn't be mistaken for weakness. People just didn't
mess with Athai — she was bit of a Don in my eyes.

She taught me important lessons as | was growing up.
Particularly with regards to family politics, how | should have
handled myself in certain situations and also how to step
back and make the best of situations. These | will never
forget.

Above all else | think | will miss her nakkal remarks and how
she would actually bother to make mutton curry for me even
though everyone else in the house was vegetarian. | feel
that I've lost someone that my future kids would've learned
a thing or two from.

| hope she's smiling and taking the mick out of me (with love
of course) from up above. Because let's be honest that's
what she'd be daoing if she was sitting next to me...

Raj Varadarajah (Nephew)
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There are some people we call our friends and there are some
friends we consider to be our family.

Though we were not related by blood, Verny Aunty, Mages Uncle
and Thulasi were our family. They have always been there for us
through the good and the bad for more than 30 years. There has not
been a family event without Verny Aunty’s presence.

Verny Aunty was such a kind, generous and loving person. She had a
cheeky smile which | can still see when | close my eyes. She had a
warmth about her making it very easy for us to confide in her and
share our problems with her.

She would always encourage my Acca, Thambi and me to work hard
and achieve our goals. She was extremely supportive of our passion
for dance and always believed in us. Verny Aunty would be sitting
on the front row cheering us on at all of our performances. Of
course, our Thulasi would be dragged along with her too.

We have had a few family vacations together. | especially enjoyed
our trip to India in 2005. Thulasi’s birthday came up during the trip
and Mages Uncle had organised a party inviting his business
contacts. We did not know any of them and so instead of mingling
with them, Verny Aunty came and sat with me and Thulasi. She gave
a very loud and comical yawn stating how bored she was and we
just couldn’t stop laughing. Though she was an adult, she was still a
kid at heart making lots of jokes and not taking everything so
seriously.

Verny Aunty had been ill for a while but she never let it get to her.
She had continued to remain strong and positive and always put
other people’s needs before her own.
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Verny Aunty, if you could hear me now, | would tell you just how
much we all miss you, especially your daughter. | know you must be
proudly looking down on Thulasi watching her become the strong
and independent woman you always knew she could be.

We will love you always and forever. Though you have gone too
soon, you always live on in our hearts.

Rest in Peace.

Tharsha Varathalingam
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| am fortunate to have met Verny's family twenty years ago through
her contribution to the organisation Cancer Aid to North East Sri
Lanka (CANE). She will always be highly respected amongst our
Tamil community for being a reliable friend in a time of need. She
was very proactive in preparing various scripts related to the peace
struggle back home.

She supported us through my daughters' exams prepa-rations and
lead up to their arrangetram. A generous lady who will be missed.
God bless;

Dr Jayendran Namasivayam & family

* %k

Verny is our symbol for the struggle for our motherland and for
Tamil women's contribution abroad to be shoulder to shoulder
with our people. | knew Verny for over thirty years, who worked
tirelessly in many angles for our cause with total dedication, full
of admiration and care as a patriot and a mother for many
decades. She was a leading light to her family, especially to her
beloved daughter Thulasi and her husband. Many of us admired
her dedication and her strive whole heartedly. | knew very well
that Col. Kittu admired her work and said so on a number of
occasions. | cannot imagine an Eelam event where Verny was not
present, she was there and everywhere. As such she lives in our
heart and our thoughts forever, in our existence.

S. Maheswaran
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It is with a heavy heart that | find myself writing this message
in memory of Verny.
The family were good friends with my family.

Verny was a loving wife and mother. Nothing was too much
for her. She gave shelter to everyone from both sides of the
family and welcomed everyone with open arms.

| firmly believe that Verny was the pillar behind Mageswaran's
success. She never said no to anything and never stopped
Mages from progressing with expanding his business and
trying out new business ventures. It is said that behind every
successful man stands a woman and this was definitely true of
Verny.

| was shocked to hear that she has passed away when Mages
and Thulasi visited Sri Lanka last year.

Verny always received a warm welcome from my staff when
she used to visit the office and she was genuinely a lovely lady

who will be very much missed by her family and friends.

Dubsy Kanagaratnam and family
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It is very sad that Verny is no longer with us but the fond memories we
have of her will be with us forever.

It was in early 1985 when [ first met Mageswaran and Verny. Thulasi, their
daughter was just a baby. The young family had moved to London and
through hard work and frugality, had gradually begun to establish a life for
themselves in England. During this time, Tamils in Sri Lanka were facing
extreme political turmoil with numerous Tamils fleeing to other countries
as refugees. In London, two community organisations were helping these
refugees at the time: Tamil Women's League and Tamil Refugee Action
Group. Despite working various jobs at unsociable hours to support
themselves and having a child to look after, Mageswaran and Verny
worked tirelessly to support these groups by offering transport,
undertaking secretarial work and organising meetings. Verny helped Tamil
refugees complete immigration applications, diligently looking up their
cases and helping to prepare their documentation. She was also involved in
helping refugees find accommodation through Tamil Refugee Action
Group. Although not formally recognised, both Mageswaran and Verny
worked conscientiously in the background and their efforts were
fundamental for the smooth and successful running of the support
organisations, Hence their selfless labours provided assistance and security
for many Tamils coming to England for a better life.

The extreme hardship of this time also extended to communicating with
their families in Sri Lanka; it was very difficult at the time. Mageswaran and
Verny always spoke lovingly about their family and talked to me about
their desire to help family members at home in Sri Lanka. Many friends
were also looking to them for help.

| am extremely pleased to see that thanks to Mageswaran and Verny's help
and guidance, their family members are now happily settled in this country
and helping each other.

Verny herself was a kind, positive and very assertive woman: being
observant and always speaking with tact and intelligence. She greeted
people with a smile and would go out of her way to help others if they
needed assistance.l am very fortunate to have befriended Verny and her
dedication, determination and generous nature will always be an
inspiration to me.

P Manoharan
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Verny is someone who | will cherish in my heart and will be sorely
missed.

Although there are many memories, something | will miss her for is
her cooking and hospitality. If ever | wanted traditional food, Verny
and Mages’ place was the best option. She would have good food
for us not only on special occasions such as New Year and Thai
Pongal but also on random late nights. She was very tolerant and
always had a smile but also witty comebacks. She always made time
for friends and was there for a chat.

As a friend, it has been a great loss.
May God be with her.

S. Mahen
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