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MESSAGE FROM HON. MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
AKILA VIRA) KARIYAWASAM M.P.

| am pleased to send this message of felicitations to the publication “Koormathi”

Tamil is one of national languages of our Motherland and is an ancient and classical language
spoken by millions throughout the world. It is a language classed with ancient Greek, Chinese,
Sanskrit, Pali etc. However, it is not a language restricted to history but is living and growing
with vitality and vigour.

[ have my greatest admiration for the Tamil language and its scholars and in recent times had the
privilege of distributing nearly forty statues of that great Tamil sage Tiruvalluvar of 1% Century
A. D. to schools spread over many provinces in the Island. The immortal Thirukural, a great
contribution to the world literature, has not only carved enriched the lives of Tamils but also of
many people of diverse civilizations throughout the world.

Two of the ancient classics of the Tamil language, “Manimekalai” and “Kundalakesi” are
written with a Buddhist theme prove the existence of close relationship of Tamils with Buddhist
philosophuy. It is also noteworthy that Tamil in the large reserve of Tamil classics, almost all world
religions including those of Buddhism, Christianity and Islam are to be found.

Sri Lanka too has produced eminent scholars of the caliber of Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar,
Swami Vipulanandar, Fr. Gnanaprakasar of Nallur, Fr. Xavier S. Thaninayagam who have
enriched the Tamil language with their great literary contributions.

Since of late, due to the efforts of the Tamils, both in Sri Lanka and abroad, with their expertise in
IT, the Tamil language has grown much in the field computers and communication technology.
| hope that their work will continue to bring Tamil into the forefront of modern technical usage.

I wish to congratulate the team of dedicated persons who worked tirelessly to produce this issue
of Koormathy, and wish them well.

AKILA VIRAJ KARIYAWASAM M.P.
Minister of Education
Isurupaya.
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