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Appa was always a mystery to me..... We would always talk to him,
more like send requests through amma. During my early days, when-
ever | spoke to him, it was always brief, to ask him for samething or to
tell him something. | think it was the fact that he was the discipline
teacher at Kokuvil Hindu and my early memories of him being dressed
in white which made me associate him as a disciplinarian also at home.
I remember sitting in his saram and falling asleep whenever he came
home from Colombo. After a few years, appa telling me, “kunju, neen-
ga ippa valanthiteenga, saram kilinju pohum!” | still remember his smell
as though | smelt it when | slept on his shoulder, just as | did on his last
day when he left us.

I remember bonding with him especially when amma was in hospital
when | lost a baby sister in 1979. | would talk to appa on our bus jour-
neys to the hospital about what to call my little sister and he would say
that he will write half of the Kokuvil property in her name and build
another house in it for her!

He always provided for us. His life was tough, he always went out to
work. He would write me and amma letters from wherever he was,
telling us that he loved us. Amma would read them to me and then |
began to read them myself, even though his handwriting was difficult to
decipher. When | got stuck, amma would get angry and think that |
couldn't read it, never thinking that appa’'s handwriting was poor!
Amma always told me that appa was a good man, despite his temper,
which could be short at times. He had high expectations of us. He knew
that he wanted to send us to a good university and had written down
Imperial College as a potential university in his diary way back in 1980,
when | was merely 6!

He was very happy when thambi came along but at the same time, did
not want me to feel left out and would buy me Meccano sets and build-
ing blocks to keep me occupied. He never treated me differently
because | was a girl, the only thing was that | should never wear skirts
above my knee or those that were tight or high heeled shoes. He
always said that if a dog chased you, you have to be able to run in
whatever you were wearing!
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| remember the days in Guyana when we would all go for walks in the
park with other friends and kick a ball around. | also remember when
he would take me to school on the front bar of his Raleigh bicycle
(which he had shipped from Jaffna) whilst carrying thambi on one hand
and steering the bike with the other.

His thoughts were always around education - where one is going to
study, how everyone is doing in their studies and what has become oF
their career. Every person that he would talk to, that was the breaking
conversation!

| got closer to appa when | met Sashi and he made me realise around
1995 that | won't be appa and amma's little girl for much longer. There
will only be a few years that | will be at home before | get married and
move out. After this 'talk’, | made a conscious effort to talk to appa
about what | am doing and my future plans. Although appa was notl
100% happy with the fact that Sashi is from 'Theevu’, he did not say
anything, consented to my wish and welcomed him into the family with
amma. Sashi would say to amma and appa that they had made a thaali
only for Nainai Naagabooshani Amman and where else but from there
would your daughter get her thaali from?

When my children came, they meant the world to him. Looking back, |
am happy that he spent a lot more time with them and made a special
bond which keeps them asking us where thatha is! Appa, | don't have
the answer to tell them. When | tell them that ammamma and thatha's
time with us is over and that you are with Ged now, they are telling me
that they haven't finished with you yet!

As far as he was concerned, he has done everything for us, raised my
kids and seen thambi married to Janu. This was a big and final mile-
stone for him.

May God give us the strength to cope with your loss and live up to your
expectations.

| hope that you will be looking down on us each day with your love and
blessings.

Your loving daughter
Kuncha.
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(Speech given at the Crematorium on 09-01-2011)

| remember thanking a few people who came to Appa's house over the
last few weeks but they told me that | didn't have to thank them, that it
was their duty to pay their respects. In that way, although it is my duty
to thank you for coming, | know most of you were very close to Appa
and held him in very high regard.

He was a teacher to many, a brother to a few and our Appa. | remember
the days when | used to fall asleep on his lap. | can still feel how safe
| was near him. | grew up being scared to talk to him but | also knew
that he loved us very much.

He came from a family that didn’t have the luxuries we have today and
he worked very hard to help his family as well as giving us a financially
stable household. He limited the tuition given by Amma so that she
could look after us. After Amma passed away, | made the effort to get
to know him better. He loved Amma very much. The way he showed his
love in many cases would be to give gifts, make a joke or shout at
someone.

| thought | could book Appa another 10 tickets to visit Sri Lanka each
year to see his friends, family and the students that he was helping but
he seems to have made his own journey to see Amma who he’s been
unable to live without for the past two and a half years.

Thank you all for remembering Appa the way we do, a hard-working,
loving and giving person.

| pray to Lord Muruga to give all of us a life as blessed as theirs.

Your loving son
Rasu
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MAMA
(Tribute by Daughter-in-law Dr. Janaki Barathan)

The first time | met Mama, was when Kannan brought me to his family
home without telling him. He came downstairs after his routine
afternoon sleep in his saram, to find me in his front room. He instantly
knew who | was, but became lost for words. Whilst he shed some tears,
he took my right hand and kissed it. He did not need to express any
words for me to understand what he was feeling at that time. | think that
Mama was suddenly overcome by the immense happiness he had for
his son, but the devastation that his dearest wife was not there with
him, made him quite overwhelmed. He immediately shot upstairs and
brought down some gifts that he had been keeping for Kannan’s future
wife and gave it to me with his blessing, as well as on behalf of Mami.
(He then told Kannan off for not telling him he had brought me over, in
his loving, joking way!!)

| had never learnt Maths from Mama, so instead he decided to teach
me other things in life. Although Mama spent many years working
extremely hard, earning a living in order to provide for his family, he
evidently knew his children very well. He would share with me his
'secrets’ of dealing with Kannan and his ‘ways’, by whispering them to
me when Kannan was not listening! He would then giggle and clap his
hands together, in a cheeky boyish way, knowing that Kannan would
tell him off if he heard. His advice has proved very useful and | thank
Mama for his guidance in this!

On a more serious note, Mama was very knowledgeable about life in
general. It was clear, he had experienced some hardships and jumped
through several hoops, carrying his family along with him. He would
often throw in pearls of wisdom in conversation and take a very
philosophical view about things. He was born to be a teacher, and he
remained faithful to his lifelong noble profession right up until the day
he left us.

There was never a time that went by when he would fail to mention
Mami. Even though, it was clear he was so incredibly happy and proud
of both his children, his grandchildren and his students, there was an
obvious piece of his jigsaw that was missing in the form of his much
loved wife.
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| hope and pray that Mama will now join with his missing piece, Mami,
and become one again. | know they will both be held safely in the palm
of God's hand, but his spirit will live on through his children,
grandchildren and all those hundreds of people that loved him.

He always took the time and effort to treat me like a daughter, and |
thank him for all that he has done. He may not be here in person, but
there will always be a place in our hearts for him.

May you rest in peace Mama,

Your
Maru Makal Janu
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My thatha
(Speech given at the Crematorium on 09-01-2011)

My name is Adhavan Sashikumar. | am thatha's eldest grandson. | am
standing on this podium because | want to say all of the things that
thatha did for me in my life.

When | was born in 2001, thatha was overjoyed. He bought me a lot of
things including a blue teddy bear more because he was celebrating
my birth and he felt like the only person who had a grandchild!

| stayed with thatha and ammamma as my parents had gone to work.
While | was growing up, Thatha bought me a lot of things to keep me
occupied during the day. A few of those things were a scooter and a
football. | used to ride the scooter around the garden or kick the ball
into the trees.

Thatha was usually having tuition classes while | was working with
ammamma. When | wasn't working, | would usually go into the tuition
room and disturb the students. Thatha would give me stationery such
as a ruler or calculator to distract me and work with ammamma.

In 2006, Ara was born and thatha was again very happy to have
another grandchild.

Thatha bought me workbooks to study on whilst ammamma had
started to become |ll.

A few years later, when ammamma passed away, thatha was feeling
really upset but still looked after us even though it was tough for him.
When we got a childminder, he would still come every day to our house
to see us and to spend time with us. He would ask me maths questions
to test how much | knew and talked to me generally about what was
happening in my life and his.

Thatha has done a lot for us and he has had a good life. | hope that we
have made it more special by being with him. He has enjoyed being
with us and | don't know how he would cope without us.
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My thatha
(Speech given at the Crematorium on 09-01-2011)

| love my thatha very much.

He looked after me and anna. He brought us up as ammamma was ill after |
was born.

He stood outside his house to get me from amma as she may get late for work.
He did everything for me.

He fed me and put me to sleep even though it was very hard for him to look
after me and ammamma.

After ammamma died, he picked me up from Kids inc nursery and kept me and
anna at our house till amma came home from work.

He bought me angel cakes, ham and cheese.
He also bought us mangoes and cut it into small pieces for me.

He was very sad when he was having a great time with us because
ammamma was not there.

Thatha, | love you very much and | am going to miss you.

Lots of kisses from Ara kutty to my thatha and ammamma.
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Glowing Tribute to Mr. Soorippillai Balayogan
“BloFdlaurus eurpd  BIHSIHTET Sl P

@emeteumupsId s1eiGlbEhFs0 BRSTHI HTT UTPE. .. ... -
It is with profound sadness and deep sorrow, that | would like to pay
this glowing tribute and record the life history of Mr. Soorippillai
Balayogan, affectionately and fondly called and popularly known as
Bala Master. He entered the feet of God and received ‘Modsham’ on
30th December 2010, aged 68. He was born in Thunnalai West,
Karaveddi on 29th January 1942  His parents were the late Mr.
Soorippillai and Mrs Sinnammah. He was the 3rd child with 10 other
siblings, 6 brothers and 4 sisters, namely Balachandran (Sri Lanka),
late Dr. Balasuntharam (Sri Lanka), Krishnathevi (UK), Balasothy (UK),
Balendran (Sri Lanka), Balatheivendradevi (Germany), late
Balakirishnan (UK), Balasingam (UK) ,Theivanayaki (Switzerland), and
Yogathevi (UK).

He had his primary education at Gnanasariya School from 1947 to
1951. He moved on to Hartley College, Point-Pedro where he studied
from 1951 to 1962 and successfully completed G.C.E Al/Level. At
Hartley, though he was senior to me, | was a classmate of his younger
brother, Balasothy. He was a classmate of one of my older brothers
who is no more. | had the good fortune of moving closely with Mr
Balayogan. Indeed, Mr Balayogan was an outstanding student with
leadership qualities. In recognition of his ability, he was appointed as a
prefect, a rare honour bestowed only on a very few. Thus, | had known
Mr Balayogan for over 50 years. He was well respected and admired
by fellow students, teachers and the Principal at Hartley. After
successfully completing the G.C.E A/Level at Hartley, he entered the
University of Ceylon, Peredeniya, in 1963 and graduated with B.Sc.
degree in 1966.
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He always wanted to impart knowledge to others. He firmly believed in.
“wmb Gummp @aub  eeanwmsd  BupBsusmGi”. Accordingly, he was
attracted to the noble profession of teaching. He started his career as
a mathematics teacher at Kandy Convent in October 1968 where he
taught until July 1972. Then he moved on to teach the same subject
nearer to his birthplace, Udupiddy American Mission College. Here too,
he taught mathematics until November 1973. He was a very popular
teacher and well respected.

At this point of time, “ @sveomBw  Hedsumid  elslim  geTEmENLITT6D
sudsmssnew”, he got married to Seethaluxmi, daughter of late Mrs
Saraswathy Amma and Mr Sittampalam in November 1972. A perfect
couple bonded by love, affection, mutual respect and common ideals.
Marriage blossomed with the arrival of their daughter, Sobitha in 1974
and their son, Barathan in 1982.

Mr Balayogan’s career as a teacher received further boost as his wife
too had a similar wavelength as a dedicated teacher. He moved on tc
his wife’s home territory and was appointed as a mathematics teacher
in November 1973 at Kokuvil Hindu College. By this time his reputation,
as an excellent teacher and disciplinarian became well known. He was
so well known that his services were much sought after. He was
transferred to one of the premiere education institution in Colombo,
namely Colombeo Hindu College, where he taught mathematics from
1980 to 1982. During this time, he obtained post-graduate Diploma in
Education from the University of Colombo. He was then appointed tc
the Urban Development Authority (UDA) where he served from
October 1982 to June 1983. By this time, his teaching ability was
recognised by the Sri Lankan government and was elevated to the
position of a Lecturer in Mathematics at the Teachers’ Training College,
Aluthgama. He served in this position from January 1983 to June 1984,
Like many other Sri Lankan Tamils, he too felt, it was not prudent in
view of the racial unrest and violence then to remain in Sri Lanka with
young children and therefore decided to go abroad. It was not difficult
to get employment for him because of the long years of experience as
a specialist mathematics teacher. He was appointed as a Mathematics
teacher at Bishops, High School Guyana-in October 1984 and served
there until June 1988.

15



His famous quotations during this time were:

‘When you fail to prepare yourself, you prepare to fail"
“You don't get something for nothing”

He decided that it was time particularly in the interest of his own
children’s education that the family should move to U.K. He,
accompanied by his wife and children, migrated to U.K. in June 1988.
Once again, after many years, my wife and | had the good fortune of
meeting and associating with Mr Balayogan and his family. After a short
spell, he was able to resume his teaching career in U.K. It is said that
for all the good deeds one has done in the past, you will get rewarded.
As a realisation of this fact, he was appointed as a mathematics
teacher at Stepney Green School in London. He continued as a
teacher for 11 years until July 2001. Recognition for his dedication,
hard work and commitment soon came and he was appointed as a
mathematics Lecturer at Enfield College, London which position he
held from 2001 to July 2002 when he retired. However, being a very
active man, he never wanted to stop imparting knowledge. Hence, he
carried on until his last day, giving private tuition in mathematics. He did
not do this just for money, even whatever money he got, he spent most
of it towards charity for needy students, known and unknown in Sri
Lanka. It is no exaggeration that until his demise, he had helped
numerous children in poor backgrounds towards their educational
needs including some totally unknown but most deserving in Sri Lanka.
One such family had remarked that they will keep Mr Balayogan's
photograph in place of Gods' pictures and pray. Such is his large heart,
generosity, charitable deeds and kindness, which know no limits or
restrictions. His main purpose of continuing to give tuition was for this
reason and the other as a service to impart knowledge. He was truly
doing his duty of a Teacher-Guru in a noble profession.

He had always been a happy family man. It is to the credit of both him
and his late ever-loving caring wife, that they had brought up two
wonderful, intelligent, responsible, lovely children. They had instilled in
them, good values, with the flavour of our customs, culture, tradition,
language, religion etc. Their children are now well settled. Sobitha is
married to Sashikumar. They are blessed with Adhavan and Aradhen.
Barathan is recently married to Janaki.
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Every thing went well for Mr Balayogan and family until the tragedy
struck on the fateful day of 25th May 2008 when Mrs Seethaluxmi
Balayogan passed away. Life had never been the same as before since
that day for the whole family and in particular for Mr Balayogan. For
him, life without her was completely and totally void. They had been
married for over 35 years.

Despite this unbearable and irreplaceable loss, he carried on his life
with the comfort and consolation of his children, their spouses and in
particular the 2 grandsons who had been his live-wire. Most of all, |
believe, that he lived until Barathan got married. His mission
accomplished. However, his vision of charity work still remains and now
falls on the children.

In one way, he had somewhat a full and complete life. We have to
thank God for this mercy. What is sad and shocking, is that his death
was sudden and one totally unexpected. Yet what is good, is that it was
very peaceful and whilst in sleep. Only people who have done good
deeds and meritorious service deserve such a death, perhaps one in a
million.

2 _aleNdBHT60 GUTHIWTE Qupals 2 s08HhEHTe
® 616 GHEI6N  BI60EDMD 2 &6l

He who lives truly in his own heart,

truly lives in the hearts of all people

DIOIL] EAEONT  STELEUTLD HLoSHEHF LT  SHSLEDLLITT
arebi o 2_flwiy Umisd

The unloving belong only to themselves,

but the loving belong to others to their very bones

Mahatma Gandhi said, ‘| see only good things in a person. | too have
many faults in me, how then would | be able to criticise others”

It is true of Mr. Balayogan's character. Mr Balayogan was deeply
religious. He was a regular devotee of the London Sri Murugan Temple,
Manor Park, East Ham. | can go on and on about the gocd qualities of
Mr Balayogan. All good things have to come to an end one day or other.
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He who is hidden, who has entered into the cave of hearts of hearts
cannot be seen with the external eyes, he is seen with the eyes of the
soul. Without beginning, without end he is not destroyed when his body
is destroyed.

He will live with us forever and ever.

Let me end with the quotation from Shakespeare:

“His life was so gentle and the elements so mixed in him that nature
might stand up and say to the entire world that this was the man”

He will be sadly missed but fondly remembered.

On my own behalf including my wife, | wish to extend our deepest
sympathies and heartfelt condolences to his son, daughter, brothers,
sisters, son-in-law, father-in-law, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,
daughter-in-law, grandchildren, and all other relatives and friends
across the world.

&5h.  UTeBWTH  Esomataiipuiist  BlhdH KD Halghl DB DIH0TDH
smesl el eil Gaifibgl M LT]. Eesmmsusnil sl EAIeI_mdb  mBevlimhl sl L],

“EaaLIg ST SUTLPENTRI  SUTIDLISIET  GHTEDIENHLLD
GmUIRGHEHIET el LG

He who lives his life in this world as he should,
ranks with God in heaven.

Om Shanthi Om Shanthi Om Shanthi

Cumarasamy Sithamparapillai
09-01-2011

18



MESSAGE FROM HIS ELDEST BROTHER .......

My memory goes back to 1942 January 29th, the day my brother was
born when | was three years old. All the eleven children of the
Soorippillai family studied at Gnanasariya College and all the seven
boys studied at Hartley College which is an unbreakable record for
Hartley College. When | told this at a meeting of the Hartley College
Executive Committee meeting, Mr. F. Balasingam former principal of
Hartley College replied back saying that it is not only a record for
Hartley College but it is also a record for Mr & Mrs Soorippillai o have
produced seven sons to study at Hartley College. When my youngest
brother, Mr. S. Balasingam joined at Hartley College, late Mr. K.
Pooranampillai asked him whether there were any more to join in the
future! We were very lucky to have studied at Hartley College for 26
long years during the time of late Mr. Pooranampillai from 1948 —
1974.

Balayogan was a clever student at Hartley College, was a senior
prefect and entered the University of Peradeniya in July 1963. He
really failed the interview at that time to enter the Engineering Faculty
which was a blessing in disguise thereby over 10,000 students have
benefitted by his teaching and tuitions.

He started tutoring at Point-Pedro to two students whilst studying
Advanced-Level in 1961 which no one of us knew about and he
continued to give tuitions for almost fifty years, until his death. | paid
only Rs. 125 as examination fees for him to sit for his London
Advanced Level examinations in June 1961 and he passed all the 4
subjects. He sat for his Ceylon Advanced level in December 1962 and
| called him to Colombo and gave an advertisement in the Sunday
Observer paper regarding tuitions. Five parents replied to him to
come to give tuitions to their children.

One letter came from Welikade prison from A.S.P.Johnpillai
requesting my brother to go to his police quarters to give tuition to his
son. He was imprisoned for taking part in the first coup of 1962. He
pitied for him and went not only to give tuition to his son but my
brother also went to see his father in prison. This shows the simple,
humble and good qualities of my brother at the age of 20 and he
charged Rs.10 per hour only. | bought him a second hand cycle for
Rs.50 so that he can give tuitions in Colombo.
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He entered the Ceylon University in 1963 and he joined Good
Shepherd Convent, Kandy after his graduation. He was the only
male teacher at this convent. This shows the high confidence that
they had in him.

| asked him to apply for several posts in the Government
Department but he only wanted to become a teacher. | told him
that teaching is a noble profession but that is the job where you
join as an assistant teacher and retire as an assistant teacher,
without any promotion at that time. Several teachers have retired
as assistant teachers only. But he only applied for teaching posts.

While he was teaching at Kandy, he used to come to Karaveddy
by mail train on Fridays to give tuitions to our relations on
Saturday and Sunday and returned back to Kandy by the Sunday
mail train. He settled all the debts of my father and continued tc
help my parents financially.

Immediately after his marriage, he took my daughter to Kokuvil in
January 1974 and admitted her to Kokuvil Hindu College where
both my brother and wife were teaching. My daughter lived with
them for 3 years. His daughter Sobitha was born in December
1974.

He missed his death twice. In 1977, he travelled by the morning
Yarl Devi train from Fort to Jaffna with my daughter. At
Polgahwella, thugs stopped the train and started to assauli
passengers when they got off on the platform side. My brother
and my daughter got off from the other side and walked through
paddy fields and got into the Anuradapura bus that stopped. But
they changed their minds and got down opposite the Kekirawa
Police Station as the O.1.C was known to my brother in law, later
Mr. S. Ganeson (former HQ Inspector of Police, Killinochchi) who
saved their life by taking them to Anuradapura refugee camp. We
were highly worried about them for 5 days without knowing their
whereaboults till they reached Jaffna.
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He was a very hard working teacher and was promoted as
lecturer in 1982 and was posted to Aluthgama Teachers’ Training
College. He narrowly escaped the July 1983 ethnic violence as
he was on leave during that period. This frustration made him
leave Sri Lanka to go to British Guyana in 1984.

He came to Colombo on the 6th of July 2010 and went to Kokuvil
to see his father in law who was 96 years old, healthy and hearty
and his three brother in laws’ families. He stayed with them for a
week. He then went to Karaveddy to see his aunt, Mrs
Thambipillai (mother of Gnanavel). Late Mr. Thambipillai
(Principal Puloly Valayutham Mahavithiyalayam) had supported
him through his university education.

He went to Batticaloa to see his late brother Balasundaram’s
family and then to Kandy. He had got his first appointment in
Kandy and still maintained his links from then. He visited all his
relations and friends in Sri Lanka and helped most of them
financially.

He was invited as a Guest of Honour for the Centenary
celebrations of Kokuvil Hindu College where he and his wife
taught for more than ten years. | told him to wear a tie but he
refused and told me ‘Balayogan master ai tie kattinaal thaan
theriyumo?' He was very simple right through his life.

| took him to Hartley College Executive Committee meeting on
the 25th of July 2010 as an observer only but without discussing
anything with me, he got up and told that his wife died of chalk
dust entering her lungs and therefore in memory of his wife, he
was prepared to meet the full cost of the installation of white
boards to replace the blackboards and also agreed to pay for the
cost of pens each year. Later, | came to know that he had also
promised white boards to Kokuvil Hindu College.
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Before he left Colombo to London, he called the Moratuwa
Undergraduate Engineering students he helped every month and
gave post dated cheques from July 2010 to January 2011. He
has promised to everyone that he will be coming back to Jaffna
in June 2011 and told his son on the 29th of December 2010 to
reserve an air ticket to go to Sri Lanka in June 2011. But | think
he has really booked a seat to go to heaven to join his wife and
not to Sri Lanka.

| am not happy to put my younger brothers’ names as 'late’ in my
obituary notice. | pray to God to take me instead of my younger
brothers who had done and will do a better service to humanity
than me.

| expected my younger brothers to do my last rites but it has
happened the other way around and | have come all the way from
Sri Lanka to pay my last respects to my beloved brother.

‘I say good bye sweet prince’

‘May his soul rest in peace’

S Balachandran
Eldest brother
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SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE CREMATORIUM
BY NITHARSHA KULAVEERASINGAM

ON 9TH JANUARY, 2011.

| would like to start by thanking everybody for being here and sharing
an emotional day with us. | would just like to say a few words about my
periappa. | can't believe that he's actually gone. | didn’'t expect him to
leave so soon. He was an amazing man and an excellent teacher.
Whenever he came around to our house, he tells us about the bus jour-
ney. He was a very jolly man. He was kind and helpful to everyone. He
tells us that he thinks about his time with periamma and about how he
misses her everyday so now at least we can be sure that he is right
beside her taking on a whole new world together just like how they
made a wonderful life here on earth and blessed all of us with love and
knowledge. Periappa has always been a giving and sharing person, he
has shown each one of us here at some point that he will always step
forward when asked for help, he actually has made a lot of his students
realise and reach their full potential.

Periappa was only two days away from 2011. Unfortunately, he wasn’t
here to witness the birth of the New Year. Periappa sent us all in to the
New Year with all his blessings even though he is with us no more, he
will forever live in our hearts, and he will forever be part of our memo-
ry which we will always cherish.

God bless your soul, may you rest in peace.
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Our Dearest Balayogan Master,
Last but not least | would like to dedicate a few lines to him,

Smiling face and open arms
Sincere words of love and care
Were your marks of loving charm
That drew hundreds to you near.

Several roles you played so well

As son, brother, husband, father, grandfather,
friend and teacher

Spending all your time and strength

In the service to one and all

Gold and silver you didn't care

Sincere love and service to all

Wished to have from you for sure

That will heal, all of them, who are dear

You are not lost but gone before
That we may follow your path

In sincere service love and care
Opened for us to see and follow

From your
Loving
Mr & Mrs Sivanantharaja & Family
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BALAYOHANNAN’S FUNERAL SERVICE TRIBUTE

When Sobi asked me to say a few words about Yogannan | did not
know what to say, but when | sat down and started to think about him
and his good work | managed to gather useful information on his life.

I know Balayogannan in three stages.

At karaveddy, in Sri Lanka as a much senior person who
finished University and teaching in Kandy.

In Guyana, South America as a co teacher.

And thirdly in UK as a responsible father and a teacher.

After his marriage he lived at Kokuvil with Seetha Acca. We visited
them often and Balayogannan and Seetha acca always invited us with
a kind heart and provided us with food, etc. When my eldest daugh-
ter Archana was born in 1983, Annan and Sobi visited us on the 31st
day without informing us. He always had a special affection towards his
relatives. My youngest brother Keerthy lived with Annan & his family
for about four years when he was working at Peoples Bank,
Chankanei. During this time Annan treated my brother as his own
brother and provided him with everything for a comfortable life.

Secondly there were about eighty Srilankan families living in Guyana,
South America with different jobs. We all lived as one family and visit-
ed each other whenever needed. There again he was very helpful to
many families in many different ways, helping children with their edu-
cation, helping parents with useful advice. During this period my
youngest brother Keerthy lived in Guyana for about a year, again
Annan was very helpful in many different ways including financial help.
When we lived in Guyana, my father was shot and killed in Sri Lanka
in 1987, annan and his family were very supportive to us and we
shared our sadness with them.

Thirdly, they settled in London four years before we arrived in UK.
When we arrived annan & family was the first one to visit us.
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Whenever Annan meets me and my family he always talks about the
children’'s education and their future. As teachers, they always treated
other children like their own children. I am very happy to say that Annan
did not forget those who helped him and his family in the past, and
made sure that we knew that he was always there. For us this was his
best characteristic.

We met Annan a few weeks back in an engagement ceremony. He sat
next to us and talked about our children, grand children and their edu-
cation. | thank Sobi family and Kannan family for giving me this privi-
lege of sharing a few words about Annan. Annan passed away very
peacefully while he was sleeping, my family and | take this opportunity
to pray for Annan to rest peacefully and pray for their children Sobi,
Kannan and for their families to put the trust in God and live a life that
would please Annan & Seetha Acca.

We are always going to miss him as a brilliant Mathematics teacher, as
an advisor, and as an elder brother to our family.

Thamu Daniel Sathiamoorthy
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LOSS OF A PHILANTHROPIST AND BELLOVED FRIEND

My Association with Balayogan spans more than 40 years. | came to
know him when he got married to our neighbour Seetha at Kokuvil and
| started to move with him very closely after he joined the tutorial staff
of Kokuvil Hindu College in 1972. | was teaching Chemistry and Pure
Mathematics for GCE (AL) classes while Balayogan taught Pure
Mathematics for GCE (AL) classes and Mathematics for other classes.
As both of us taught Pure Mathematics, we used to discuss various
aspects of Pure Mathematics teaching during our free time. He was
also a marking examiner for GCE (AL) Pure Mathematics and he
shared his marking experience with me which helped me to provide
guidance to our students to achieve good examination results.

While teaching at KHC, he was selected to a committee which was
preparing a new syllabus for Mathematics at Curriculum Development
Centre in Colombo. As a result Balayogan was popular with the
Education Department officials in Colombo. He used his influence to
get myself enrolled as a marking examiner for GCE (AL) chemistry.
Although | met him at school every day, | made it a point to visit his
home during weekends for a leisurely chat with him and his family, and
our friendship grew strongly day by day. When | went to Nigeria in
1981, | missed his company & our leisurely conversations a lot and
eagerly waited for a chance to meet him again. When | returned to
Kokuvil in 1983, | participated with my family in the first birthday cele-
brations of his son Bharathan. Balayogan went to British Guyana with
his family in 1984 to take up a teaching appointment and returned to
Sri Lanka in 1988.

During one of our evening conversations he told me that he wanted to
go to Australia or the UK to educate their children, Sobitha and
Bharathan. He finally decided to move to the UK as his daughter
Sobitha preferred the British education. In the UK Balayogan and his
wife Seetha had been teaching for more than 20 years. | met
Balayogan and his family after 18 years when | came to the UK in 2001
on a short holiday. | renewed our cordial friendship after | migrated to
the UK in 2004 and once again started to visit him as often as possi-
ble.
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He was a talented and gifted mathematics teacher. Balayogan is a
household name in East London and its suburbs due to his ability to
coach students of all abilities in Mathematics. He has helped a large
number of our Tamil children to achieve their full potential and to reach
top positions in various fields. It is a remarkable achievement. He gave
tuition in Mathematics and used a good part of his earnings to do char-
ity work besides generously helping relatives and friends in need of
financial support. He had a golden heart and his generosity is beyond
words. For example, he sent more than £400 every month to educate
poor students of Kokuvil Hindu Coellege who were studying in various
universities. He and his brother contributed more than one million
rupees to renovate a temple and to build a house for the priest of a tem-
ple in his native place Karaveddy. He was doing all this philanthropy
work while living in a modest house in East Ham leading a very simple
life with his wife and children. He is a noble man and it is very difficult,
if not impossible, to find such a kind hearted & generous person
amongst us. | am very lucky to have had the chance to get to know
Balayogan and his family very closely and | will miss him terribly. He
was a devoted teacher, devoted husband, devoted father and devoted
grandpa.

May his soul rest in peace

Kanagasabai Chanthramowleesan
Retired teacher
Kokuvil Hindu College

55



) painallal Hlaaie

Sieturen  LmeuBUITST! 6167 DIHEDID HERILIT!
uswiuTesr  oFmGsn Lot Simsi Gummey Gt
UsHBHUSLIL @sveurdl ub@auomul Gumssteu Gssrsit

urflwTy upbsd Heng Cxpwr QFsammd B

amDbeH BGurdl BEWTMm Globend Losmisnt Gao

ellbha BGuraml BOWTMm (o&Tes

s1HHemen  BIAWmSsT GEFUHI LU FhHHIULTS
SiHSHenallLD 6160 BTH G0 UTWIHH WsHHC CFsm

2 silsnel  LoBTTdhELGH

6I6OIEMEI BT  GUTOIHEVEOTLD  FThHeIRISID, BT

aiH CFuwiGsnei, Blgn OFuiBmen, seiuTU @HPHMNSHEUIT

WaHEmHHE sl GFUGCHS, IbEmibe asen CFUGHET - (HDLUIFHID
Cwrellovib@ steiten CFIGHe, Gbmb@alsd EhGebHdE, s GFuiGas
glemFwmlwum Fpriaeien SsoailbHe s GlaruiBas

sTaiTelmevsumi GErsbaurGul @phens  Gumse

o &1 ewsniedl FHM1 et 2 L eoiimeur FGsnsil
HERTEILLLDTET  &@ih 2I6U6d BL 6D Heumirl Gllsyiremy ]
IbH GuimssTasllULDTUI RIS
SImenolndd  Gumm  sllihEe0s6lsn uphaHs
GarmNenuiih, LIFHmelLD SIsUT SHID SNl sn T b
Curemgub Hellds il §
oot oj6dl Gaeny slsnyblsmy B

SNWITH slenphd Hewih CFafuy oIk

56



QUBBRINGEG GUBHML HbH HSO WHEUTE, 2_DBOTHHE 2 [BeITD
OBMWTHGE TN HbHH LenTs

SBHBMIDT STIPH 6DeUHT  BHenteniiGeamLsst

ammrs Bl Curems ssbailylLed

Biars Heu® Gasoad euflems arse?

UFTRINS SUTOISHS 2 6euripey
CuyrarsmaBay senLFfleusny CFsIm (WPIGHSHSR
BLNOBW SMBHHEND 165110 D HTen6

ELEND HOUBTH HUTHE CFIm &Tevsna|(Lpst

SLenIDENTTe] ST he o LLBmm!

OLENTEVID  [EILIT, surupd GUTGHsHeOT: - BOWITHH GILhend

wenmhHBuTa B Gy e

S|GUTLJL 6T [HGWILIGHT,
&1 BeVIBIBLD.

57



GTRG6T LICITH@T IDTaDL ]!

o Wi &Hm urteoBurdss wreOL] Seuiest  Eeysvsmsal L H
Coumsvsly Goamell LTson, Sieugs Henaiabend, Sieurrmriu
CprerBoHeEnd  soOpapin  enbGuTemeuyHerlsr  eaglet  gnlGeu
Fonfeanflar ploaaysenle FmsHHURCW  usiwyHsTenlGured
BemsuhHH(hbEGID asTUSH 2 6lenmisns Gheved Haefl.

ST60TH LML gmenes  sumphbensuied FFFT, wTewly SmeumEBw
WwBHBULL  (Wpurssujsst  oiHBumsuBen  asiml  Ueisnenaenmen
srent@mmen,  Guwsurest  BmeumBe  wwrevLflar omeme S
Bobaemauill B CummeOuBSlaBrTssT - dalBen  Bheuflsn
@usnUWBIL [ dsusnevl|lbHTsd elentsn Gaisugml? el susdligbl.

OUEHILTemIB CHTMID  SDIUpHILTemiLTeuid wremLny  sumeuBym
ITRe0d 5T Geuemimbd Bos@EGn  SisHeufeLL...... 616011 @eTemauLLIT e
oL & GomfaBaibu, @efe wenmeysellsiiny 2 smenwuls sl
BTEsOGsormBL sy hEIHTB  2p,5Calsm(BID.

urseBuimaer omedLeny UM BlanansHsTCs0  euflen  @flm
wpwBFud 2 ewplyn sl GsranBaenBle  asioas
&0l (Lpest Gedl  sUEHBIBIMWEN.  SUTIDL  BIVHB0  Sisd] CbTshGHale0
Bhaailsy L lbsCurgl efligsd rsaSI0ws au@ULdbsemen (1pHedlsd
e sealledsnen.  @peited S  wremeu]sHemenst  (sil Gsum
GeuemiBld  a16Im  Hevedt  BHASBW T seuf ol wGe  LTLBISmeNF
Gareuells  GErBds ouybUlssny. f;'[{;f;éjl?ﬁ“lfiﬁl(gu_lﬁ 81 F B &M 5
WTenleN] HETM@E EsaIFTSED  HOlIaD FIDUTHNS HeNDHHID
uONSEnBET SUluns @sineums ol BbF CFeosld sl D
@evsllmorar o _mailsmet @S] Spu QEWs subsHEl
WOT&HSITIDEVEOTIDE  SIUTHI  eDDeH@UILGIEHD gl Sen]  GlFuis
2_madlmeil GBETLY 2peust 6jevBeu GFUIGHID 60615 66T,

Ldhdl FCmIGHImibenend Gbmemil  @GHHIDLHNED sulfleubhd L Tei
61601LIHTBe0CWIT  sTeieniGour  Di6uT  FPHTWSHBEH 1160 HEHL BIGEDETILD
Gmefey  sfleopmsmenu  Geoelled  Glemimas BewiTha 2 fw
Grrwniihg s160BeuThb@Eld o Haldbsl CFulFHl aIbhHoU] 616TUSHl HRdbsi
emealalmE  @imlihe e WILT LD,

58



Gusub  enog  UTeVBWMSEST  WIaLLT  Sisufsst  &ykleuligemnu
Upadiorssyh Qeré@alman SHGuenubs aITpaL DMEaD  SYTDU
ssvellent &JGE 1Y sprswrsmflwnfland 2w ssdellsww LHSHHHImD
amr_ed sevgumiulsd Ll Uglsny BUITHensT LISOEHMeSSPSHSIGILE
GumGsrew®  Ueien] — oienHele  fAfluy uulbds  ssdaf
allflaywurenyTeaid 2 GUlllly  Gioflssesr Wasllan W
Catd@aley @hameiae Gesr .oiwflés swWrmTallsid  sU6H L6
oGLlel  Afslsond oiffwyres sLenwowrBBlun  SHellgel
QerLrbhal ol lpsd BmbaaunCn WIsHslGwrwions  eu@glL|bhsamen
wremaljEsiBe bLTHHECsTCL SmbeTT o] EBdHEbeusny.

LTeVBWITEBEST LDTSIOLY] EJJT6ND WHEHEHSE 2 SaldEsn CFuIs mbHlaEmin]
GmbEHID BT FOUBSULLL @ Fiu Hapalama Smg gapernmst
sis0BeuTnld  merbLflssr Tl fledr  [Bebey  eniBlement  Lflihg  Gbmreien
SHIITH BYHHSHID o160 HlonambdlssCmeir. ... DIBTEUSH @h [BI6N 665
epdhdH woer Fren@mmemen  wreoL L flyselng ol (G su@gly
(ppw sy poSwiore Sfiden uldnd @Eng @iy
GClameanif CuraBsusinguilihbHs). DsoiTsd FujFell (1pIgl DisusnTdH Fallly
suy mrer Gumen eufluiled eteitgy BT LIpSTBIONL LB slendbGHT  6l6iT6n
Qawsug aeln Gsfwalsvensy 2 L G wredLfii@ Gursir Gauwigy
BLbHmS GFTaGemss SWIBUTHI WHaOLT sl BHrest smBHs
BnaGmen  seiimy GasU LY BIeND S LHHTN  BIHE Cme  sTen
GFneiengil el60THl HIFleNsT STRIGTeUSH UTHSTUILTS BHBur'ly el 6
9 L6 eumhlbuly ety mrspid 2 | GanGw ouwBuw GFuigsell
GuranBurg) wreLj Hoix STfler Frelulensns Hha  CFTsemTy.
“steiry  smiflemedl 1B HHGEBTEHG GuTUl saBmrensy AFlH6ENTHG
2 | G  allGel B Umg  Gurw 2 ey srflner  BHEHa
DIGUCUCOBENETT (P HHLCETEB  mHeoTd:  UBE  Brenstdhd
GIEmIeD  upsuTwilstensy SHagl &rflenel GaTem@ subdH ST
SIGHMTT @Hsmen slsianmad oMHHEGa (pywalsdsnsy s)bieueilst sleudh g
Gmiud wrerb i swuflen Gusiierd sriflensst 6ILULG UTHISBISHH subdeu]
eiotim) Guosund Slmenen g6l GRiGE @GBIUTLCL6T staiimmsd  s160GeumhIE
LomeruLiflent Limeil & @ et o e 2 gHalGF LD LOSDT L1 LI 651 60 LD G0ILL
2IhHHIGETsTen Cousmi(Blo sTaiuUBHBETESCs.

59



TEIOLY  FTHIIemLNG SoHH@GLEUTE ML deuggs  Cuidlsd
HEMEBF FMEUHHEND  BenBhBIhHGHD NHHLG  dAfDE  elsy
LOBe| SOLWTEH  HDbhH eEhFHl060TH UTED WG SIS
ureo@uinassit el e, stemHWBle @ellbal meaubHBImebae i)
sefime om Gaflwed Osflwrg. o GFrsdsn  aumHaans?
BrasaTa|b FBmLwneand FrofhalwnTs6a aeberflbed Ll
woubelGa. ssio BoEHTaId §n FAnbs eImHEuTyshaen?

revL] Gers@ailsd @hmelsd Lglils@GwCUTgl  LoTeme & EmHL &
gmm SEWWIEEs BLbH OET6msur] DLHEUTE0HIET  61HIHETITED
SIEUEUTD  @euGeuinsds  Ugdhd  (PYhHhoal. wwIedL] Garuliul B
BHH@GID GuIs Ssvsvml 6ilgGs Cuand Bummnd wFa] Glasdsoloms
Gamub smily Seeny Forsdliha allhsur.

faar  wenmhen Uiy wredLf  seiisnil Germ  DIsL60HI  sl6vH)
wenesallu Gerr  CrfiGsu  sistevg  BurefiBeor @&msbH@GD  Curg
sgdhsly FFgamemy uBmfCu So&HH&HE SMBHEH  DN(PSUIGEL
gouGleury et Flaiier  FIDLISUBIBEDSTIUID  BIEN6HI6YTn ISUTT.  Si5UT
slauGeomiflL (p@ie @) mHemen L AEET &U1H (LI 67601
Blenen b aslen @mett.  sTevighl @emenl e GoBeorenenitiLmball  oigbdig
sBHLUTT  goamaist  foFmb@o  wredL e oeues 155
GamsisnemULTfunD.

aioyy  Curflery SenllsGens urevBuirssnTi owufsefsr @l
GImRIGEN  6160BRMHE@ID 1L (BDsVsVTEH  DihdH BLEYEHHE &l QI
Blptiyshsnes oGeeillsd SeuT @ SLaysmel HIHoTE0 albgl 616060
genlp  eleM@Wiry  wHmNb  osieujhGl o selder  Geulg
QEBTemIQmBHSTT. DU Quis aubhe 2 sHellsomst eursH Llsensmns-
snmeal CFmY LTSS 1HMID IDHLOEHEETIE (CMILSST FFGONT agmeds
QHTLThED @5 OQaren@Gsenst  fFsy - wmeoLy  &riled
GomEsTeiEhaTISH6N 6l6i HLLomen HIDLbems amibsh s160EeTHaEbSELD
®_000(5.

618y e @uwim e pflemenCumsl  erapsisuBTenTed  Dieuflelt  @ewlH
Qumfuled ampleil oim em “pgalied” ousba DENICUD  DiETH)
QUmHELDHET GJITeND 61hbFFHDBID DHHOWw @eOTHdH 61eba GHsmen

60



ardliuyaurssinsr ooz CeluassiBCsr  FelllholLn
GUsTTalD @SS PDihs i snenalCmer.

@hs @iy Cuilpliussis Bmbaid wreoly, FFeflLGuo Guru
Gajhaisienty slenBe BHBs SiwausBesT HaumsutiuLGeur GHemey
Revemsy @mBHID  wrevLflal b FTHIWEmLLEYD S
CrmisTayd@ID EET LISONINGLD WEIossst FEGOT) gamensl BoiL
Curehissi SuBeustt auITHEaBGL sCansrhssin@D  sujsels
@HBLbUHB T & @D DI HHeF| GClEFThaHHETT [HETTLIJ &6MBELE
SYETHEBTET S mIHsBET QFTs0e0 FTheLImL Baurons....

@b FTHA... FTHSH ... FTHSH

Sflpd OTENCUGT.... FRSSTET [B. DB SloUTSHTe
eelaththan@hotmail.com

61



Balayogan Master Eulogy Speech

Balayogan Master is one of the brightest, if not the brightest mathemat-
ical brains of our generation. He was quite simply a genius at explain-
ing some of the most complex mathematical concepts. | was not very
bright at Maths when | first met Balayogan Master. | am now an
accountant and | owe this entirely to the foundations he laid during my
formative years. | would not be who | am today without his input in my
life and for this | am eternally grateful

He was devoted to his beloved wife and his two brilliant children. He
had a sweet tooth. When students gave him anything sweet as a token
of their gratitude, he would want to have a few. His beloved wife would
say, “Appa kanum” in the most loving way.

| met Balayogan Master in February 1985 in Guyana. He was a disarm-
ing, affectionate and caring gentleman. His warmth was all too obvi-
ous. When we were worried about theft, robbery and kidnapping, his
presence alone was comforting. He made us feel safe in a new coun-
try and gave us the courage and hope to progress.

He was popular because he understood the children. Even other teach-
ers would ask him for advice. He was the de-facto head of department
at the Bishops' High School. He was very much liked and admired for
his intellectual ability.

He had a great sense of humour. His classes in Bishops’ were very
popular. You can hear a pin drop during his classes. He was an
immensely talented man who knew how to impart knowledge in the
most enjoyable manner. He may have left us, but his memories will
endure for years to come. | am proud to say that | was once his pupil.

| thank Sobi & Kannan for inviting me to say a few words.
May God bless Balayogan Master and may his soul rest in peace.

Clarence Sanjay Philipneri
Student at Bishops High School, Guyana
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Periappa & Teacher by Banusa Baskaran
Speech Given at the Funeral Service

My name's Banusa, but for Bala master, I've always been BaMusa.

The first time I'd met Bala master, I couldn't speak English, and believe
me or not all I could do was nod to whatever he asked me. To those whe
don't know me, I'd moved from France to London about 5 years ago, ana
he was my first tuition master. For someone who hadn't been to any maths
tuitions in France, this was a completely new experience. I'd been really
nervous but Bala master went above all my expectations. He freated me
just like his own child and gave me the confidence that I needed to suc-
ceed. He wasn't only a maths teacher to me but also an amazing granddad
and a man of practical wisdom. Who I am and what you see today was o
product of his love and hard work. Last year, I had taken my maths GCSE's
early and Bala master had helped me day and night to achieve my A*.
Every time we went tuition, he would always be at the door, saying “kar-
avetti kuutam varuthu" which always made us laugh. His advice, always
remembered by all his students is “anju varusem ninge olunga padicha, ur
future would be good..padikkaati, supermarketle poi next please sollathan
seri”. Bala master has been a big part of all our lives in one way or anoth-
er. He would always be remembered as a helpful, caring and loving maths
teacher, a great granddad and an amazing father to Soby akka and
Barathan anna. Here's a poem in remembrance of Bala master:

God saw you getting tired and
a cure was not to be, so He
put His arms around you and
whispered, "Come with Me."
With our tear filled eyes we

watched as you
faded away, although we
loved you deeply,
we could not make you stay.
A golden heart stopped beating,
hardworking hands at rest,
God broke our hearts
to show us,
"He only takes the best."

Rest In Peace Bala Master....Always missed but not forgotten....
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BALAYOGAN SIR....... by Dr. Selvaseelan Selvarajah

For those of you who are not familiar with me, my name is Rajan.

| am related to Balayogan sir, but most of all, | was his student. In fact.
he taught my father while he a student himself. This shows he really
has been teaching forever and it is in his soul.

He started teaching and mentoring from a young age. Till his last
breath, he never gave up his passion for teaching.

| have personally known Balayogan sir ever since we arrived in the UK
20 years ago. We lived just a few minutes walk away.

In him, | always saw a man who was eager to teach. He was commit-
ted to his profession and his students and he took his vocation serious-

ly.

| have to be honest: he showed more enthusiasm in my studies than |
ever did. If | was late for tuition, he will call my parents and ask ‘Rajan
enge, keriya anupungo.’ | resented it at that time. Why is he so inter-
ested in my studies? Maths was one of my least favourite subjects. But
he taught it in such a way that | grew to love it and understand it.

This is the way he worked. He took a personal interest in all his stu-
dents and helped those who were lagging behind. He cared about their
future. | am sure this resonates with most of his students here.

He and aunty were there for my family when we needed help at our
darkest hour with the passing of my father. They never stopped believ-
ing in us and pushed us to reach our potential. | can proudly say he and
aunty are one of the biggest influences in my life. They contributed
greatly to my brother and | getting into medical school. Balayogan sir
was proud and overjoyed when he was told we had both qualified as
doctors.

Just like all his other students, he took in shy little boys and turned
them into strong, confident young men. He made my father's dream a
reality.
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Balayogan sir was a simple man. He never wanted or desired the
excesses of life. While most of us moved out of East Ham as fast as
we could into the affluent suburbs, he chose to stay. He had the means
to move out but he chose to lead an uncomplicated life dedicated to his
passion — teaching.

He always appeared satisfied with what he had. In fact, he kept the
same car for as long as | can remember. | would have said, he drove
the same car, but | have not seen him drive that car much.

He cared deeply about the tamil community both here in the UK and
back home. Till his last breath, he continued to support various chari-
ties back home. He supported impoverished students, orphans and the
elderly with money and material. He did not crave for recognition or
awards. He never publicly displayed his philanthropy. | am sure even
his children were not fully aware of the extent of his charity.

He lost his soul mate when aunty passed away. She was his friend,
guide and philosopher. He was down but not out. He continued to
impart his wisdom to the next generation of students.

Balayogan sir's passing is not only a personal, incomparable loss to
Sobi akka and Barathan but to all of us, his extended family, student
and the wider tamil community. Sobi akka and Barathan are mourning
the death of their father and words cannot appease this great loss. But
please take comfort in the fact you lived in the shade of a great man, a
man who was proud of you as you were of him.

He led his life well. He was gentle in death as he was In life.

| said at the beginning that | am relative and student of Balayogan sir.
Honestly, | feel privileged just to have known him.

Even though he is no longer with us physically, he lives on through all
of us. He lives on through all the values he imparted to us.

HE WHO IS NOT FORGOTTEN IS NOT DEAD.



- A FEW WORDS ABOUT UNCLE

Firstly as most of you know, and he was known as the famous maths
teacher Balayogan master.

Both me and my husband were also a student of his for 7 years, dur-
ing that time me and uncle have had heart to heart conversations about
the future and he has always guided me saying how important it is do
well in education.

Everytime | wanted extra help in maths he would give me free classes,
saying you should encourage students who want to do well in life.

| did not only know uncle from tuition but he was also a good family
friend who was funny, approachable and also made me laugh with his
humour. He always had a light hearted way of looking at difficult
aspects of life and this made him a happy person.

Life may brought him difficulties as it always does. His approach to this
was what made him special.

However in the last 3 years he lost his dear wife (aunty) and brother
(Bala athan) which had a negative impact on him.

| speak on behalf of everyone that we have lost a great teacher and
person of standing in society.

Thank you
Aby & Dr Jaisun
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TRIBUTE TO A LEGEND

I am mixed with pridé'and sorrow when writing this tribute to Balayogan
Uncle. | know | am hot alone in feeling sadness that such a great man
has departed from us. However it is impossible to remember his name
and not be proud of all the greatness that he had within him. | have
known him for the last 17 years as my teacher, but our connections go
much further back. He studied with my father’s brother and he was also
from a neighbouring village to my husband's family and is known to
them very well.

| remember going to him at the age of 13 to learn mathematics. He
always ensured that | was one step ahead of the game. He took an
interest in all the other subjects | was taking and he played a big part
in ensuring | achieved the grades to become the person | am today. He
was affectionate, yet teased me at the same time. | was under his tute-
lage for five years before | entered university to read medicine. | know
how proud he is of his students. | remember after | got my grades, he
was playfully squabbling with another one of my teachers as to who
had guided me the best to get the grades to get into university. He did-
n't give up on me there, he followed my progress and he was thrilled
when | married into a family that was so well known to him.

I met him again several years later when | was working as a doctor, and
his wife was under my care. | was so honoured to have had that
chance to repay some of my gratitude to the entire family by looking
after her in her last days. Even in those sad times when there was lit!
tle that could be done, Balayogan Uncle was so appreciative of my
being there.
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Anyone who knew him, knew how hard working he was. Both he and
his wife took tuition lessons to the very end, and that shows their ded-
ication to education. | have heard of all the good deeds he has done
in his life, so that even when alive, he was way above the rest and nol
in the league of mere mortals. Albert Einstein once said: ‘Our death is
not an end if we can live on in our children and the younger generation.
For they are us, our bodies are only wilted leaves on the tree of life’.

Balayogan Uncle has ensured this by giving the gift of education and
enlightening so many younger generation minds. He will be sorely
missed by my entire family and all those whom have been fortunate to
meet him.

Man is but mortal. Fate is inexorable.

Suboshini Nithikaran
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TRIBUTE BY SATHYA NAGANATHASIVAM —
SPEECH DELIVERED BY A STUDENT AT
MR S BALAYOGAN'’S FUNERAL

When | was asked to say a few words about Balayogan master
I was thinking about two things. | do not know much about his person-
al life but do know him first and foremost as a teacher. He taught not
only me but my brother, sister and a majority of my friends. His dedica-
tion to his profession was inspirational. My father did not ask
Balayogan master to teach us Maths rather it was master himself who
enquired what we were studying and asked my father to send us.
Balayogan master does not prioritise anyone when it comes to educa-
tion.

Whichever child he met, he endeavoured to enhance their edu-
cation as per the true characteristic of a teacher. Such was his dedica-
tion that if a child needed a text book or even if a child alone used that
text book, he would somehow order it from somewhere and use that
book to help that child.

The second part of him had been a hidden part for many years
and something which I, and many others, only discovered after his
death. This was the amount of donations he had given for the educa-
tion of poor children in his homeland of Sri Lanka. This great achieve-
ment by this so humble man is so immense that | myself do not feel
worthy to praise it. They say that when good people do good deeds,
they neither speak of it nor expect anything in return.

There are a few people that we can consider as an example
and Balayogan master is one such rare man.

| also knew that after the death of his beloved wife, he became
very upset and lonely. Although his death saddens me, | am glad that
he has now been reunited with his wife. | am privileged to have known
him and pray that his soul is now with Lord Muruga.
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TO DEAREST BALAYOGAN,

Beautiful memories are wonderful things. They last forever and never
wear out. They are never lost and can never be given away. In our
hearts your memory lingers and time cannot change them.

Your life was a blessing given to all. When we found ourselves in trou-
ble, you were there to help us. You always did such thoughtful things
that had a special touch. This small note is to thank you and say that
the memory of your thoughtfulness will always be remembered.

Sadly missed along life’s way and quietly remembered every day. This
is merely a small portion of the gratitude that we will always have for
you deep within our hearts and souls,

“Those we hold closest to our hearts never truly leave us. They live on
in the kindness they have shared and the love they brought into our
lives.”

Lovingly remembered by,
Padma & Ranmini

(Family of Late Nihal Jeyawardene,
room mate of Mr. S. Balayogan at Peradeniya University)
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tmmi Past President;
i K

Secretary
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Treasurer

WV Bagsunandian

Editar
KKK Caneghetaa

Ne 104 Hudasa Mawatha

HARTLEY COLLEGE PAST PUPILS' ASSOCIATION

08-01-2010

Dear Past President Bala, and other members of the Soori Family

It was with profound grief that we learn t of the demise of Balayogan a Life Member
of our Association and one of the beloved brothers of YOU, Bala.

| send this message on behall of the HCPRA Col.Br as its President.

Balayogan was an amiable, unassuming & & unique person possessing an exemplary
character, A conscientious teacher who treated his pupils with affection &
Understanding. He was always appreciative of good work, He was adored by his
students. He also served as a Teacher Educator mertoriously guiding the teachers &
won the acclaim of the Dept.

He was a silent contributer to the welfare of many students, teachers of the
disabled, and many others. | am mace to understand that, he has helped them
financially for many years. The last occasion he attended our Ex Co meeting, as an
invitee was in July 2009, when he announced the donatior of White Boards and
pens to Hartley, to replace the black boards, and Chalk, which had been, the cause
of the demise, of his dearly beloved wife. Such was his dedication!

A detailed tribute will be sent later,

He is no mere but his fend memories will inger long in our hearts, We offer our
sympathies to all his family members.

May His Soul Rest in Peace

S Yogendranathan,

President

Hartley College Past Pupil's Association
Colombo Branch

74



gpranmranfluny efgl, srésuligsnus LImOdL wrsab,
SOOUTRSH SevsHiLalled udHa UbBHOIHIOTESL
610G Hevaumiflulledr (peireoTmsit iy
dlmy. &llifleiamen urewCGuirdar B.Sc
SIGNTH6NT Bmeolonen GEFISwWPHE

sravflbamaburdGd  sai kil 1beer

&60aIBW BTEVHAET QFTHSHTHS 516601
&rewilbens wrebaslw Guyrare! susvsu@amHy
Cers@alst @halmenl GUBTaAIL GFibibed
CpBE@GHmBS HTeNCHFTHSHTE Honeslbhi!

bdmry seoellullsst Ballarb o wisHal
BbUEms BHalwwens susveyl 19F GFamrGu!
subilgner GerdGmen 2mbprd Blalwemnengain
SIDUTL&T6060 sufbOIUMM  omemieufdbar  UihamGus!

uflaeriliy BlalGwen, Lsbeemsvs SIS G
usllbSlTioTe B Gums malgsy gguir!

“ofle Bleod @nl HTevimedd HbEn” !
ssit usnll@lentGmmb! Gmeu Fmpss Gumisy.

Cars@mellsd @bsHch STl LISDIPUI IDTEIGUT & MidHibs
OB, pFflwirsst, bTewIeTHei.

S6LENFNIT  LITEmTIT6Niybeir.

LIGNIOWI  LDT6wT6) T 61T,

Cers@dalsd Bbhad seosumfl.

75



BALAYOGAN MASTER

Mr Balayogan was a brilliant Teacher of Mathematics and a well
respected personality in Kokuvil. Mr Balayogan was affectionately
called Balayogan master by everyone who associated with him during
his time at Kokuvil Hindu College. He was a devoted and dedicated
servant of Kokuvil Hindu College and was a friend, philosopher and
guide to all the students of Kokuvil Hindu College.

He was instrumental in shaping the future of many students at the
school. It is natural for employees to be loyal to their organisation dur-
ing their working period but only few continue their loyalty after leaving
the organisation. Balayogan master was one of them and not only
showed interest in the well-being of the students but also provided
huge support to our school and students. It is not surprising for people
who were born and bred in Kokuvil and who had their education at
Kokuvil Hindu College to show their appreciation and support to the
school but having joined as a teacher in his thirties, Balayogan master
made us feel privileged to have him with us by his invaluable service to
our school. We have lost this great man who served us with unwaver-
ing passion without expecting anything in return. Our school has lost a
marvellous friend and a true well wisher. Kokuvil Hindu College will be
poorer without him.

According to Hindu Religion, ‘the soul takes many forms of life, if all the
good deeds done by the soul during its various births, is worthy of a
place in Heaven, the soul amalgamates with God and gains eternal life
with God in Heaven'. Although Balayogan master has left us, let us
console ourselves in the knowledge that master has joined God and
attained eternal life in Heaven.

He who leads a life in this world in the manner a life is to be
lived, Shall be placed with God in Heaven - THIRUKURAL

Rajaratnam Rajahmaheswaran

Kokuvil Hindu College Old Students’ Association
United Kingdom
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COLOMBO HINDU COLLEGE \
PAST PUPILS ASSOCIATION (UK) m"

16 January 2011

AN APPRECIATION

With the passing of our Balayogan Master our community and
College has lost one of its most valuable members of staff. Balayogan
Master had full of many years of experience; the loss is greater
because his skill in teaching mathematics is a commodity hard to
come by, whether in this country or in any other parts of the world.

Some of us were fortunate enough to be his students at
Colombo Hindu College and noted his ability to teach difficult process
of mathematics in simple and understandable steps. He lived a sim-
ple and god-fearing life, one without ostentation and he had those
virtues of goodness and honesty, which his students so admired in him.
He nurtured and guided his students and they remember him for his
many acts of kindness in their dealings with him.

With Balayogan Master’s death, we have all lost a great teacher

and our sympathies go out to his family in their hour of grief.

CHCPPA (UK) Committee
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Message from Swami Chidrupananda, Sarada Sevasrirama
Ashram, Point Pedro, Sri Lanka.

We have missed a lovable man.

His attitude towards life was more pleasant and pleasing.

A man who has served the needy always.

We won't be able to forget him at all.

May his soul have a place at the Lord's holy feet is our prayer.

B e e e ot e i o AR B SE 6 i B o E S L o o o e i
Message from Mr. A. Ahiladas, Principal,
Kokuvil Hindu College, Jaffna

Date: 6th of January 2011.
Dear Mr. Barathan,

| am writing to extend my deepest sympathies to you and your family. |
was so very sad to hear about his passing away. He was such a won-
derful man.

I 'had the honour and the pleasure to know your Father Mr. Soorippillai
Balayogan and | was very sorry to hear about his passing away. | had
the greatest respect for him and will miss the great service of him to our
school Kokuvil Hindu College, and it is being my duty to say that he
was a brilliant teacher in Mathematics and his greatest help he had
done for the scholarship fund to University students and to the Annual
prize giving on this occasion.

You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
With Deepest Sympathy,

Mr. A. Ahiladas

Principal, Kokuvil Hindu College.

e o s b s S S SN RV SNV S A
mbeil  Gonsialshsbs Hanflsbln Hirsi, Brs sollials Gsusma6d limna,
2_mHedEngl sleiuss Gumsniowns GFrsvalsiBper. 2 risenst Ghfled aibHa
Lty dmaflebsmsn ST 6IIAEhH BRIEHEILITS iR dh:E M.
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Rest in peace Sir
Sinthu Rajenthiran

R e B o o =

Bala Master,
You were the best tutor | ever had. I'm glad | ever knew youl!
With love from your favourite singary

Priyanka

R B2 a2 T B o = N A SRS S

Dear Bala Master
Thank you for all your support & guidance. We will never forget you
Mayu & Mathy

o o = = S SNy e

To: Bala Master

The best Maths Teacher ever
RIP
AbbeyRa

L A A s b A A T ST R

Balayogan master,
Thank you for your teaching and advice over the years!
You have been a great inspiration!
R.LLP.
Krishanthy Mageswaran

e e o e i S S L o e

Thank you for all your teaching & entertaining!
Rest in Peace
Sophia Rajenthiran
B i e o s i e e e o e e ol i s o S o
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Bala master
| may not have done all my homework and got an ‘A’ in all my modules

but you were certainly the best teacher | could have ever had. Thank

you .
R.IL.P
Sahaana Raj X

R e e s s R e B S e i i S S e sk o =
To Maths Genius
from Colombo Hindu College PPA (UK)

i o A L i o o o A

To the best tutor, and one of the best men that ever walked the earth,
you will always be remembered.

Love
Anu, Duy, Lav, Mr & Mrs Ratnapalan

B e i e i i S i S e e A e S B e e o
Dear uncle,

We didn’t know you well, but you have raised a wonderful son and a _
wonderful family. Your memory will live in them always.

May your soul rest in peace.
Tharsan, Edna, Mayu, Gaya, Anujen

R B S e o e B T
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Inspirational Quotes

If people do not believe that mathematics is simple, it is only
because they do not realise how complicated life is.
- John Louis von Neumann

He that teaches us anything which we knew not before is
undoubtedly to be reverenced as a master.
- Samuel Johnson

To know how to suggest is the great art of teaching.
- Henri Frederic Amiel

A master can tell you what he expects of you. A teacher,
though, awakens your own expectations.
- Patricia Neal

Pure mathematics is, in its way, the poetry of logical ideas.
- Albert Einstein

The essence of mathematics is not to make simple things
complicated, but to make complicated things simple.
- S. Gudder

If two wrongs don't make a right, try three.
- Author Unknown

What office is there which involves more responsibility, which
requires more qualifications, and which ought, therefore, to be
more honourable than teaching?

- Harriet Martineau

If there is a God, he's a great mathematician.
- Paul Dirac
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