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The Tease of Freedom

Written by: Shayanika Suresh

It had been weeks since her wings had felt the fresh air.
In fact, she couldn't remember the last time she could fly
without bumping into the thick golden bars that
surrounded her new home. She had tried and tried and
tried to remember how she had come to live here, but her
memory had given up on her. Perhaps her mind refuses
to allow her to be reminded of the events of that night.
Perhaps it is better that she does not remember.
Whatever it was, she had long given up on the past.
There was no reason to dwell on it. The truth is that she is
alone now, and there is no one she can turn to. It is she
who must make the decisions. It is she who must console
herselfin times of tears.

She had spent her first few days trying to nibble at the
bars but they had refused to budge. The next couple of
days, she had remained perched on her little swing,
thinking hard about what to do next. The swing was
lovely, she had to admit, but she wanted to fly high
beyond the hard metal ceiling of her new home, and
towards the small window not too far away from her
reach. It was frustrating to be able to see the window, and
the bright blue sky outside it. It unnerved her that there
were other birds outside the window who had the sky to
themselves, flying low, flying high, completely free.

At first, she had tried using her beak to gently bite at the
golden bars blocking her from flying to the window. She
had then been excited at the thought that if her beak
could go through the bars so smoothly so could she.
Slightly scared that she might hurt herself, she gently put
her right claw between the bars and quickly took it back.
She tilted her head to the side and thought to herself.
That was fine wasn't it? She touched her claw gently
with her wing. It seemed fine, she decided. Still not too
confident, she put her right claw between the bars again,
keeping it there longer than she had done the first time,
and took it back in again. Still, she seemed alright. She
was not feeling dizzy or nauseous, and her claw seemed
to be healthy. That was enough for today, she thought to
herself, and perched back on her little swing, lulling
herself'to sleep.

When she woke up the next morning, there was as
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always a freshly-filled F
bowl of water and some
seeds for her to nibble
on. Some birds might be
satisfied with this. How
dare she have the right to
complain, she thought. But no, it was important for her
to fly, to explore, to learn and to mature. That was how
she understood life to be. She didn't want to be told what
to do. She wanted to live and learn by her own mistakes.
In her view, it was only then that she would remember
whatnot to do.

Having had a drink and some seeds to her fill, she got
back to work. She slowly hopped towards the golden
bars. This time, she decided to try her wings. Those were
bigger than the claws and she was clever enough to
know that it was her wings that helped her to fly. If she
could take her wings out, maybe she can fly. It was worth
a shot, she decided. Slowly and tenderly, she slipped her
feathers through the bars, until her right wing was on the
other side. She smiled to herself. Today, she was going to
leave this place. Today, she was going to fly over to that
window that has been teasing her ever since she had
come here. She was going to be able to fly low and high
like all those birds out there.

Keeping her right wing on the outside, she put her left
wing through the bars too. That went through just as
easily. She was impressed with herself. She was brave.
Look at her. She paused for a moment to think and then
decided to make the flight. She lifted her wings, and
moved them slowly from side to side, picking up speed
and geared to fly. But, wait, why was she not flying?
What happened? She was shocked. Her wings had never
failed to fly before. She took her wings back in and tried
again, this time inside of the bars. She fluttered her
wings slowly and then picking up speed, she began to
soar. She was relieved. Her wings were fine. Nothing
had happened to them. She was still able to fly. She
closed her eyes for amoment and smack! She had hit the
ceiling of her new home. Ouch! Her eyes flooded with
tears as she fell to the floor. As she lay on the floor, she
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tried to understand why she couldn't fly with her wings
outside the bars. She wanted to try again, but her body
refused to oblige, and soon she was asleep.

The next day she refused to eat, but had a sip of water to
keep her going and hopped over to the bars. She peered
through the bars and through the window. She let out a
loud sigh. She moved her wings gently over the golden
bars. She remembered her last attempt to get through
these bars. Her face had gone through, so had her claws
and her wings. So, it must be her body that was keeping
her from getting through those bars. If only she was
smaller. She slumped to the ground in despair.

Chirp, chirp. Chirp, chirp. What was that sound, she
thought. It was getting closer and closer. She had been
leaning her back on the bars refusing to let herself look
out the window. She now turned slowly towards the
window to see where the sound was coming from. She
was impressed at the sight that met her eyes. He was
gorgeous. Sleek white feathers that glistened in the
sunlight. Deep brown eyes that pierced her heart. She
blinked as she felt her breathing get shorter and quicker.
She was the only one who could understand him here, so
he must be talking to her. She chirped back. He came
closer. She chirped again, and soon, he was standing
beak to beak with her. They gazed at each other, unable
to turn away. Amused with each other, they chirped all
day until the sun set and the sky went dark. It was time
for him to leave. Chirping a promise to be back the next
moming, he flew through the window. She remained
there by the bars, unable to stop smiling. Is this what
love at first glance was? Was she in love? She didn't
know what it was, but she wanted to be with him, every
single living moment. She dragged herself to her little
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swing and perched on it, getting ready for a good night's
sleep. Will he be back as promised, she wondered, and
with this draining thought, she fell asleep.

She woke up the next morning with the sound of his
husky chirp chirp. He was there. She smiled as she
opened her eyes to see him. He was standing there by the
bars, with his head cocked to a side, a habit of his, she
had learned, gazing at her like she was the only one in the
world. She hopped eagerly towards him. She gingerly
put her beak through the bars, and looked at him. He
tilted his head and gently brushed her beak with his. She
looked down at her claws and smiled shyly. He put his
wings through the bars and hugged her. Her eyes filled
with tears as she met his eyes. He was also tearing up.
She had completely forgotten about the bars, until she
feltit hindering their embrace.

She chirped sadly to him, explaining all the attempts she
had made for weeks, trying to get through. In her
frustration, she began weeping. Keeping one wing on
her slender back, he used the other to gently wipe her
tears. He caressed her and waited for her to stop crying.
Then, he patiently explained to her the one thing she had
not thought of till then. In order to slip through the bars,
she will need to starve herself thin. That was the only
way out. She realized it then. He told her he had done it
once, and that it will be a tough struggle. It may take her
weeks until she is small enough to get through, but he
will be there for her, he assured her. He chirped, "You
will be weak when you are ready to go through these
bars, but don't worry because I will be here to fly you to
safety.” "I shall take you to my home and we will live
together in peace.” But most importantly, you shall be
completely free.
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For all your legal needs.....

=+ Real Estate - Residential / Commercial

=+ Immigration - Sponsorship/ Super Visa / Work Permits
=+ Family low - Divorce / Separation / Custody & Support
=+ Business law - Incorporations / Purchase, Sale & Lease

=+ €mployment Law - Termination / Dismissal Claims
=+ Llast wills & Estate planning
=+ Power of Attorney, Affidavits. Statutory Declaration

=+ Notarization & Commissioning

J.

Vasuki Devadas Law Office ‘ﬂ
1415 Kennedy Road, Unit 3,

(Kennedy and Ellesmere)

Toronto, Ontario, M1P 2L6.

Tel: 416 266 1234 - Drop in for a free 30 minute initial consultation

Fax: 416 2-_66 2000 Evenings & weekends consultation by appointments

Vasuki Devadas
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
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3980 14th Ave, Unit-7
Markham, ON L3R 0B1

P: (905) 944 8282
F:

zoomteam@rogers.com
www.zoomcanada.ca

(866) 820 7308

Dinner & Cultural Svents 2014

Let ZOOM Team to be your single point of Tax
& Accounting Solution!

Zoom Business Management offers intelligent solutions for
your business success. With our dependable professional ser-
vices you can grow your business with confidence. We'll work
closely with you to determine your needs and initiate strate-

gies that align with your Business & Financial goals.

Bookkeeping / Auditing

Financial Statement Preparation

Cash-flow Analysis

Business Planning / Start-ups & Registrations

= Business Valuations and Restructuring
Accounting System Design, Training and Support

Personal Income Tax Returns

Sales Tax Returns/Rebates (GST/HST)
Corporate Tax Returns

Payroll Services

Tax Planning and Corporate Reorganizations
Tax Appeals and Notice of Objections
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We Specialize in:

Air travel package
Tours Cruise

Rail Car Rental and
Travel Insuranc

tico.ca

ing@jetspeedtravels.com

~ Toll Free: 1.877. 33Speed

A G e S BRI 5800 Sheppard Ave. E., Unit 12,

After Hours: 416 803 0720 (Emergency Only)

aﬁs

IATA ATALC

Scarborough, Ontario M1B 5J7
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See us to see better
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I remember! I remember!

Reminiscicence of Mr. Jesudason Atputharajah

havakachcheri Hindu College (CHC) was

one of the five schools I served in Sri Lanka

in the late seventies and early eighties.
During my time at CHC, the late Mr. P. Vettivelu was
at the helm of affairs. He can be reckoned as the
architect of modern Chavakachheri Hindu College.
It was during this time CHC rose from strength to
strength and became Thenmaradchi's largest
educational institution.

Mr.P. Vetivelu was bent on providing proper infra-
structure facilities for CHC which was close to his
heart. Cadjan sheds were turned into concrete
blocs. The HNCE building and the Library cum
Administration blocs were erected in a grand
fashion. When I started at CHC, we reorganized the
library with a large number of books. It proved to
be an imposing superstructure right by the
entrance to the College which has its motto as “
Seek good, Do good and Reflect goodness” (
Nalame naaduka, Nalame purika, Nalame olirka").

CHC has now risen to the status of a national school
and, as a result, it is able to take part in a number of
national competitions. CHC has a population of
more than 2,000 students and 100 teachers. Also, it
has vibrant Past Students Associations in Norway,
France, U.K. and Canada which have helped finance
rehabilitation work.

Iwould like to recount some important/ interesting
incidents during the time I was serving this august
institution.

During my service period there was ethnic conflict
inthe area. Law and order were at stake. One timein
1979, CHC's principal went to the bank in his car
accompanied by a clerk and teacher to withdraw
money for payment of staff salaries for a certain
month. On the way back, when he was about to
drive through the school gates, the car was
ambushed and the entire money bag was robbed.
The plunderers made off with the money. Such was
the state of affairs at the time. At the time of this
incident, I was teaching in the HNCE classroom

facing the gates on |
the other side of the |
school grounds.

During those days, |
there were aerial
bombardments by
war planes and occasional bombing and shooting
from helicopters. However, the pursuit of learning
went on regardless.

During my time at CHC, I had the joy of producing a
couple of Prize-Day English plays. The one worthy
of note is the 'Miser’ written by the French
playwright, De Moliere. It was a satirical drama
depicting the frugalities of a miserly Frenchman
named Harpagan. Though the dialogues were
written in high-flown English, the students who
acted in the play were able to deliver them in a
grand manner and won the plaudits of the
spectators. The students were regular for practice
and took tremendous pain to deliver stellar
performances. Though practice started in 1977,
staging of the play was delayed until 1978 due to an
outbreak of violence. We were unable to hold the
school prize-giving in 1977.

Another interesting event during my time at the
CHC was the football (soccer) match between the
school staff and the students. I was the goal-keeper
and managed to save many of the goals shot by the
students so much so that the staff won the match.
Chandrasegara, a colleague who was watching the
match, later joked that I used all my body parts to
save the goals.

As for CHC's present position, yes, it has now grown
into a full-fledged school with national status. It has
strived to deliver high quality academic education
to its students and succeeded to a great extent. It,
however, lags in the field of sports. The school
needs a good playground. The existing one is not
big enough for present day competitions. A parcel
of land needs to be acquired, probably behind
HNCE bloc, and a good play ground has to be
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constructed. Since there are girls as well as boys in
the school, the existing playground could be used
for girls and the one to be built may be allotted to
boys.

The Old Students Associations operating outside
Sri Lanka should come forward to help the school
in its efforts to get a new playground. Since CHC is
now a national school, the school should seek
funding from the Sri Lankan government also.
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“Thamotharan”, the school magazine that is
published regularly, is a great source of
information for school events, student
accomplishments, and other news. The magazine
also bears testimony to the students' creative
abilities.

In concluding, I like to thank the office-bearers of
the CHC- Old Students Association of Canada for
the opportunity to share my reminiscences of the
school.
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@ We provide a GUARANTEED 9% ROI on RRSP investments,
backed by tangible real estate as collateral

@ We develop and manage residential and
commercial developments

@ Active projects in Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Ontario and Texas

For more information, please call:

Thiru Nagarajah

Sales Representative

Tel: 416-697-1555

Email: thirunagarajah@gmail.com
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416.302.7283 (SAVE)
WMK*\IISION REALTY INC., REALTOR

TEL: 416-321-2228, FAX: 416-321-0002
2210 MARKHAM ROAD, UNIT-1, TORONTO, ON. M1B 5Vé

Mahen Singarajah

Sales Rep.
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eflwruny Beneownsefled (pHeSGS6T GFuiw
Siemipwmise @& SAmsyTer

/‘. 416.302.7283
M

' Web: www.MahenOnline.com
email: msingarajah@trebnet.com
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KATPAKAM GROCERY

FRESH VEGETABLES,FRESH FRUITS, FRESH MEATS & FISH OTHER FOOD ITEMS
RICE VARIETIES VEGETABLES MILK POWDER FISH VARIETIES VARIETY OF OTHER ITEMS

Muththu Samba Rice ~ Gotukola Luxspray King Fish Mackerel Fish Tins Sinhala Archcharu
Red Raw Samba Rice Mukunuwenna Nestomalt Koduwa Fish MD Jam Malidive Fish Chips
Mr. Goudas Rice Murunga Viva Horlicks Thalapath Fish Dry Sprats Condensed Milk
Red Par Boiled Rice Karapincha Milo Fresh Halmesso  Pickles Polos
Red Samba Rice Fresh Lime Nespray Para Fish Beli Cream Breadfruit
e g Spinach Anchor Kumbalawa Fish  Kithul Treacle Frozen Crab
. Carrot CURRY MIX Kelewalla Fish Amabarella Chutney =
Beetroot e Shrimp Mango Chutney

Cabbage Crab

Meat
Goat
Crab
" Chicken

e, 4N 3

6970 Lisgar .Drive, Unit B/
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 8C8
(Derry & 9th Line)

Tel: 905-785-0444

N

-

.

}’ Everyda.y Fresh Goat Meat Available
We stock large quantities of
Sri Lankan Groceries
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