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Message from Son

Where do [ start, how do I explain the pain that engulfs me with your
loss? T would never have expected I would be writing this message
for you this soon. Life seems like less of a life without you here. You
weren’t just a mother but my best friend. As a son I could always
count on you. You were always there for me, a shoulder to cry on, a
voice to advise and a bank to lend.

I cannot begin to comprehend how a month has gone by since you
left this world. On one hand it seems like just yesterday we were
chatting away on the phone. On the other hand, T feel like it has been
forever since I have seen your warm smile and heard your infectious
giggle. It’s with half a heart [ say that I will miss those comforting
hugs that only your mum can give you. There is just no one like your
mum, especially my mum. I miss you. I miss your calming, nurturing
ways. | miss the way I could just chat to you with any problem no
matter how trivial and you would talk me through it and help me to
find the perfect solution. I miss you so, so much.

[ have so much to thank you for, Amma. I don't even know where to
begin. Thank you for encouraging me to follow both my head and
my heart. Most importantly, thank you for teaching me that family
comes above all else and for showing me, Appa and Sujeta, so much
love. I thank you Amma for giving us everything we wanted in life. I
wanted to thank you for guiding my life and instilling in me qualities
that 1 admire about you. Thank you for the wonderful childhood
memories we wouldn’t have all these memories now that we treasure
so much.

Since the day you passed, I have been struggling with the fact that I
will never see you in person but somehow my heart and head will not
accept it. | know that your death will stay with me forever. But [ will
continue to stay as strong as [ can for you finding my own way to
deal with it day by day, month by month and year by year. I will
never stop trying to make you proud. Saying goodbye now is easier
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than before because really, you are not gone, Amma. | am taking you
with me every step of the way. I try to stay strong but the truth is,
Amma, it’s hard. | wish could go back and tell you how much you
mean to me. For a while I was convinced that you would never know
how I felt, but through the wonderful family that you helped create, I
was reminded that a mum always knows.

Memories are a funny thing. It’s been almost a month now, and I still
g0 upstairs into bed waiting for her to say goodnight. She would do
this without fail every night. I guess that’s just how strong a memory
is. As those memories slowly fade, though, they’ll never be
completely gone. [t’s not the big moments like holidays and
birthdays that I miss, but rather the small moments when you were
Jjust being you. | miss climbing into bed with you just to bother you. |
miss the way you used to sneak into our rooms to kiss us goodbye.
And I miss the sound of you singing and laughing, even the sound of
you talking. Not a day goes by that I don’t wish I could relive these
moments all over again.

[ miss the foods you made. No one can make food the way you made
it Mum. You gave food to me with love and your smile. It can’t be
replicated. It’s impossible; no one else has your smile.

People always said me and you had a relationship that was unique,
unique enough for me have an endless conversation with you, | guess
this is because | have always been your one and only son. You were
my light, my strength and my absolute hero. | promise that | will
look after dad and sister and be here for them every moment just like
you were.

Each and every single day, I realise how much of an impact and
inspiration you have been (and always will be) on my life. The
amount of love | have for you is out of this world. [ hope you
understand that [ will always need my Mum, no matter how old I get.
You carried me in your belly until | was ready to be held in your
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arms and now you carry me in your heart. Know that you are in my
heart too.

Mum is the sweetest 3 letter word of this world. I guess words are
not enough to describe the beauty of Mum. But [ will try my best to
describe her ultimate beauty. I lived in her womb for 9 months she
cried when | entered this world. And she even beared the pain when [
entered this world. That pain was unbearable but she did bear that
pain all because of me. As | was growing I annoyed her with my
activities but even when I was annoying her, she was happy. At 4, 1
started going fo school. 1 cried at that time because 1 didn’t want to
live without her at school. But she taught me lessons that have helped
me to become a kind person. She was my mother, teacher, and friend.
Sometimes | think she is the only person in this world who works
without expecting anything.

She was up early to help get us ready for school, kiss us on the head
and tell us to study hard, because we were going to make something
of ourselves. She ensured we enrolled in a variety of activities, which
she always took us to without fail. When I was younger I wasn’t able
to comprehend how much time and care she put into her family. Now
looking back I can truly appreciate the amount of effort she put in to
raising us and for this | will always be appreciative.

Our wishes are endless and she tried to complete those wishes even if
those wishes gives her pain. As [ was growing older she was also
getting older too and as the time flew by I understood more about
her. My schooling was over now. [ had to go to a new city to
complete my degree. But as time passes only one thing remain
constant and that thing was Mother’s love.

Growing up, every boy has his favourite superhero or idol. When I
was younger. | was infatuated with Spider-Man. | wished I could be
as cool as him, slinging webs and fighting crime. It seemed like the
perfect life. It's taken me 22 years to realise that although Spider-
Man is still the coolest superhero, I had a more important superhero
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in front of my very eyes all of my life: my mother. It's such an
amazing and humbling feeling when you are able to take a step back
and just examine your life in its entirety. You realise how the
hardships, the highs and lows, and everyone in your life have made
you the person you are today.

You have been there for it all: the last-minute coursework’s, the
school plays, badminton games, cricket matches. The constant phone
calls asking you where 1 put something I misplaced and you
somehow knowing the exact location of it in the house. Having
someone day in and day out to support you and listen to you is one of
life's most incredible gifts. You truly are my number one fan. There
have been times when 1 questioned your actions, but only now do [
understand that everything you did to me and for me was out of love.
You said yes as often as possible, but weren't afraid to tell me no.

You have always been proud of my accomplishments. You never let
me give up on my dreams, no matter what obstacles were in my way.
You have always believed in me, even when there were times I didn't
even believe in myself. I hope you can look at the man I have
become and be proud. You are the superhero of my life. [ can tell you
a mum is irreplaceable for a child. When a mum dies, her child is no
longer whole. The waking up each day and again remembering you
were not around is the hardest point of each day.

You will live in our memories and our hearts forever and 1 always
will be extremely proud to call myself the son of Kajani Subenthiran.

Yours always,
Sujen x
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Message from Daughter

There are no words that can express the love I have for my mum. She
is my world. Not only was she a mother she was a role model,
mentor and my best friend. I miss the times us gossiping about
literally everything and anything, baking cakes together and us
running errands. To me, mum was my guiding light; she set the
example of what a good wife, mother and friend should be. For, she
was a fighter and her incredible tenacity had showed up in her strong
will to live with this terrible disease. Yet in her final moments the
peace and tranquillity that came over my mum’s face was breath
taking. She was beautiful and glorious as an angel as she smiled and
transitioned out of this world and into the next. Her kind words and
gestures will remain in our hearts and our memories. Her love of
quality time with her family will continue to be passed on for
generations to come. In this way, my mum will live forever. through
our memories, through the traditions that she made, and through our
love for one another. Mum you will be missed dearly; 1 hope to
someday become half the woman you were. People like my mum are
one in a million. Anyone who was around her knew of her
generosity, work ecthic, determination, and selflessness. She was
someone that everyone marvelled at. She had it all from her beauty to
knowledge. I miss your beautiful smile, your voice, your touch and
your goodnight kisses.

She had a soul that brought joy and fulfilment to many, and whose
legacy will live on forever.

You'll forever be missed. I love you Amma.
Your Daughter

Sujeta x
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Memoaories of Loving Sister

It is with great sadness that | share the memories of my loving sister
Kajani, fondly known as Chutty among family and close friends.

As | left home for higher studies at an carly age and then worked
overseas, | did not get to know her much until she moved to UK.
Most of my memories of Chutty are from her visits to Canada and
the phone conversations we had.

My favourite memory | from our 25™ wedding anniversary where she
sang the popular tamil song “Annan Oru Kovil Endral Thangai Oru
theepam Andro” (Brother is a temple.. Sister is a light..) in her
melodious voice which we will never forget.

In my conversation just days before her passing, she was cheerful as
always, never showed any pain and was determined to survive for the
sake of family and friends,

She always called us Anna and Anni so lovingly. We cannot hear
from her any more and it is hard to accept that she is no longer with
us.

Chutty was taken from us long before her time. She will be sadly
missed but her memory will live on in our hearts forever.

Kajen (with Achchi)
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Memories of Chutty Mami

As some of you may know, my sister and 1 grew up in Canada,
relatively far away from our Dad’s youngest sister, who we called
‘Chutty Mami’. In fact, we never really met or got to know her until I
was almost a teenager, when she was living London, happily married
and with a young son. Yet despite the distance and so many years
lost, I have many memories of the person she was that [ will always
carry with me.

Chutty Mami, like all her sisters — and even my Dad in his best
moments — had a light hearted quality and positivity that always
made you want to smile. She was a dancer, a fashionista that held her
friends and community close to her heart, and had a romantic soul. [
still remember once asking about a particular dress in her closet
when | was a teenager, and her telling me she had kept it as the one
she had been wearing the day she first met her husband. It was that
memory and inspiration that has made me keep the old sweater that 1
was wearing on my first date with my husband, now nearly 6 years
ago. | wanted to be able to have that conversation with a niece or a
daughter one day.

Chutty Mami was strong. She was the rock and the centre of her
family, for her siblings, and for her own husband and children. it is
crazy for me now to realize that she was younger than I am myself
when she lost her own mother, My grandmother, nearly 20 years ago.
I like to think that my grandmother, much that she called her to the
afterlife for company. I pray God that they will take care of each
other there.

Arani (Niece)
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Memories of Chutty Chiththi

Chutty chiththi was many things to many people but to the ones that
she cared about and loved, she was everything. Out of all my uncles
and aunts, | was the closest to her.

“Only Aunts can:

Love like a mother,

Keep secrets like a sister,

Behave like a true friend,

And kick you into shape, if you need it!”

The above quote, could not be have any more truth. Chutty chiththi
was always known as the “Cool Aunt” amongst us kids and she was
the one that we could always go and talk to about topics that we were
too afraid to talk to our parents about.

There are too many memories and stories that [ can think about that
showed her to the fullest, but only one sticks out for me. They took
me to Germany, one of our many road trips over the years and this
was quite special as this was the first one with both Sujen and Sujeta,
and also without my parents. Whilst we were in Germany, I fell ill
and was finding it difficult to breathe. She spent the whole night with
me trying to find a doctor and medication to get me better and caring
for me throughout and making sure | was better. This is one of her
characteristics, she always made sure other people were ok and
comfortable.

The fact that she will not be here in her physical presence especially
for graduations, weddings etc make me quite upset but I know for a
fact that she will be watching and guiding from above.

Chutty Chiththi, you have had a great impact on my life, more than
you will actually know. I pray that you look over us from above and
that your soul may rest in peace.

Khanesh (Nephew)
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Memories of Chutty Mami

I don’t remember the first time I met Chutty Mami, My dad’s
youngest sister, but I also feel like I knew her my entire life. As both
of my parents’ siblings lived across the world, far away from us in
Canada, it seemed normal to me that we would only see everyone
once every few years, but that those extended visits would make up
for all the lost time.

[ didn’t get to spend time with Chutty Mami regularly the way that
all of my other cousins did; however, I always felt like we had a
special bond. Being the little sisters, I also grew up being told that I
was just like Chutty Mami — had big eyes, curly hair, loved to dance.
In 2001, my sister and [ went to England by ourselves and stayed
with Chutty Mami. | remember one afternocon the rest of the family
went out shopping, but I decided to stay at home with Chutty Mami.
[ remember going through her cloths and showing her what [ would
be wearing for an upcoming wedding.

That was the only time [ ever got to spend alone with Chutty Mami,
and yet the memory of it is still strong. To me it signifies that you
don’t have to spend a lot of time with someone to have a big impact,
and while the time [ spent with Chutty Mami may have been few and
fat between, I will miss her her deeply.

Aparna (Niece)
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Memories of Chutty Aunty

Chutty aunty the words that come to my mind when I think of you is
that you were beautiful on the inside and out. I miss you so much
Chutty aunty. [ miss those times we used to gossip, have our long
talks and all our countless memories. Chutty aunty, to me. you were
honestly the perfect woman. [ always looked up to you and hope that
one day | would be like you. You had so many responsibilities and
yet you took care of them with such ease. You managed to go to
work, look atier Suben Chittiappah, Sujen and Sujeta, also did the
housework, and on top of all of that still found time to be part of
Jaffna Hindu Ladies.

There is not a day that goes by that I don’t think about you. 1 know
that you're in a better place now and you will remain in our hearts
forever.

#Loveyousomuch #lForeverinourhearts #lavoriteaunt #CoolestAunt
#fromyoulovingniece

Abi x (Niece)
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Memories of Chutty Aunty

It is not length of life, but depth of life. Although Chutty Aunty
passed away at the age of 49, such a young age, she experienced life
to the full. In her short lived life on earth, she managed to create a
wonderful family, unforgettable friendships and managed to have an
effect on every individual she met. Her beautiful smile was infectious
and is something that will definitely be missed.

As her niece, I can honestly say she was the best aunt ever. She was
the most understanding one that we could just be ourselves with and
she listened and advised with no judgement.

Family was everything to Chutty Aunty. With most people, they only
saw their families on birthdays or a few times a year but with us, we
did everything together. The memories we made will live within us
forever and is something that will never fade. Her presence is always
going to be within us with every step we take and with every
decision we make. She may have lived a short life but she lived a
happy life and she fought for her life until the very end. She was such
a strong woman and the thought of her no longer suffering is enough
for us.

Chutty Aunty, | want to thank you for always believing in me. You
were the one who constantly asked me what I was doing and told me
to go for something I truly wanted to do. You were always telling me
to get my license and I promise I will do it, for you. You always said
| could do more and to aim high and I will do what I can to fulfil that.
| will get to the place you wanted me to be in and I will do it with
you in my heart. I will forever be in in your debt for holding on
whilst I arrived from Paris. Although it has been a month. the feeling
of almost missing your last breath still haunts me and I am eternally
grateful to you for holding on and allowing me to be present for your
last breath. Rest in peace my beautiful aunt - you're in our hearts,
always and forever.

Thani x (Niece)
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Department
for Environment
| Food & Rural Affairs

Kajani Subenthiran
Kajani worked in the civil service for 25 years in a variety of roles.
Through her work, Kajani has made a contribution to society in the
UK and she was well respected by all she worked with in the wide
range of teams within the Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs a::d beyond.

Kajani was held in high esteem for both her expertise at providing
high quality work, her organisation skills but she also known for
being unfailingly positive and cheerful and willing to turn her hand to
anything asked of her. Kajani always strived to do her very best and
worked hard to develop her career.

For the last three years, Kajani worked with me to support the
development of Government policy on a range of environmental
issues. This involved some really high profile work. Most recently
Kajani supported the Minister for the environment during debates in
the Houses of Parliament. Kajani provided all the information for the
Minster and wrote her speech.

Kajani also went beyond her immediate role and sought out
additional tasks which made work a happier place to be. Kajani
organised a day for the team to volunteer to sort food to be sent to
charities, she participated in a womens' network within the
department and took time to support all those around her.

Kajani often spoke about her family in the office, especially how
proud she was of her children's successes. | was always amazed at
how Kajani managed to achieve so much both at work and also in
the community, through her work to support schools in Sri Lanka
and her love of dancing.

Kajani is deeply missed by who knew her at Defra.

Nicola Hopley
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Palli sineham Padalai Varai

My memory of Kajani goes back of our school days, and I can still
remember her, as we sat, learnt and talked together from grade six at
Jaffna Hindu Ladies College. As we climbed the ladder grade by
grade, our friendship also climbed along with us, and our bonds of
friends of friendship became stronger and sweeter to stand to the
very end.

We defied the adage, “Palli sineham Padalai varai”, and kept in touch
even after our surnames changed. In the course of time, she moved to
the U K., while I migrated to Canada. It is said that “distance makes
the heart grow fonder™ and as the years rolled by, we continued to
keep in touch. We spent quite a lot of quality time, talking about our
dearest memories and reminiscing about our lives.

Kajani had good end exemplary ways. Her fine qualities of humility,
sincerity and politeness not only captured my heart, but also of many
who came to know her in life. When 1 came to know of her illness, |
was not only heart-broken, but started to pray fervently that she
should be healed soon somehow. But God’s ways are not our ways-
and her health dwindled little by little until she came to the end of her
road. She was a devoted wife, a dutiful mother and a sincere friend,
and spent time happily with those whom she cherished.

It is very hard for me, for me loved each other dearly as all good
friends do. A month has gone by without her in our lives; memories
of her are still fresh in our hearts, and will remain for many years to
come. A void has been left in our hearts; however, | feel that it is a
privilege to have come to know Kajani and befriend her and enjoy
her company.

Always Loving Friend,
Vetha Ratnaraj
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Kajani- You are Forever in Our Hearts

I have known Kajani since our days at secondary school. We were
both in Bharwathy house and 1 can still vividly remember her taking
the athletics pitch with her races and team relay, bringing house
points at every school sports day.

She then got married to Subenthiran who used to live next door to
our house in Neeraviady, Brown road, Jaffna. After finishing my
school days, I reconnected with Kajani and her sister Vathsala for the
first time in the UK in 1993 at the Inaugural meeting of JHLC OGA
UK when Jaffha Hindu Ladies’ College OGA UK was founded.
Although Kajani was younger than me, her age never posed a barrier
in our friendship. She was one of my dearest friends — someone who
[ could always rely on for a good laugh, honest opinion, and great
advice.

Kajani was a founder member of JHLC OGA (UK) and served as
secretary until she was clected as the President of Jaffna Hindu
Ladies” College OGA UK in March 2017. [ was extremely fortunate
to have her by my side as the secretary last year, as she made my life
and workload so much easier.

If we gave Kajani any task, she would always complete it to the best
quality, in a very time-efficient manner. No words can express how
professional, polite, hardworking and down to earth Kajani was!
Atall the JHLC events, Kajani and her family would always be there
before the start of the event all the way to the very end, making sure
all the cleaning up was done.

She was in the JHLC OGA UK netball team and we all played at the
tournament organised by the OGA UK on 25.06.17. Kajani
introduced, initiated and was the key organiser in many of JHLC
OGA UK’s most successful ventures — these include our annual
dinner dance and distributing prize awards to the winners at national
level for dance, music and Tamil. During her period as the Secretary
and President, the “Pavala Vizha Mandapam™ was built and the
opening ceremony was held in September 2017. Kajani’s hard work
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was second to none and she was an invaluable asset to JHLC OGA
UK and for her alma mater

Kajani was a lovely daughter, a wonderful sister, a loving wife, an
affectionate mother, and a marvellous friend. She was also holding a
responsible job as a Higher Executive Officer at Ministry of
Department for Environment, Food and Rural affairs. Kajani was
also a multi-talented lady, skilled in everything she took her hand at;
she was a very good dancer, musician and sportswoman, and created
a dance group with few of her friends. The group performed at
various events including at JHLC OGA UK Dinner dance in
November 2016 and JHC “Jolly Vibe”. She also choreographed a
dance, which we all performed at a charity show in May 2017.

A great person has left us and although she is no longer with us, we
will keep her memory in our hearts. We are comforted to know that
from where she is, she will be watching over us.

You always stood out of all people by your cute character and your
big heart, those of us who got to know you were very lucky for
having crossed paths with you, you now have God by your side.

The Value of Sunrise is known only to people, who were in the darkness,
We know your value as we know how we were before your coming,
You are a person to be treasured and appreciated to the core.

On behalf of JHLC OGA UK, my heartfelt condolences go to Suben,
Sujan & Sujeeta and to their family and friends.

We all want to say goodbye to her and assure that her soul will rest in
peace

Mrs Anandaluxmy Gnanasampanthan (Pattu)
On behalf of
Jaffna Hindu Ladies” College OGA UK
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A Tribute to My Student

I was deeply saddened to know the passing away of Kajani (nce
Thuraisingam) Subenthiran on 13" November 2017.

As [ think of Kajani the cherished memories of her as student of Jaffna
Hindu Ladies College(1980. — 1987) flashed in my mind. She was
amazingly gifted with varied talents. She was good in studies, sports,
school band, and dance. Kajani was a valued member of the Bharwathy
House and contributed much by participating T relays and march past. She
was a member of the relay team that brought honour to our school. At the
JSSA sports meet. Her beauty pleasant smile and lovely spirits made her
popular figure in school. Friendship was a joy to her.

In U.K., Kajani was involved in the “Activities of Jaffna Hindu ladies Old
Girls Association”™ since it was founded and until her death. She put her
heart and soul into the activities of the association and netball matches. As
member of the secretary of the association she was a pillar of strength to
the association. She visited Canada in 2011 and attended the Dinner Nite
organized by our association. She was impressed. She introduced Dinner
Nite in U.K. in 2013. To put it in nutshell, Kajani was amazingly gifted
with extra ordinary talents of doing to perfection whatever responsibility
was given to her.

On hearing she was elected the president of JHLC OGA UK, 1
congratulated her. She was so happy and said, Thank you Miss. I am
confident that [ will do my duty well and make a difference. [ appreciated
my students’ determination and confidence. Despite holding the post of
Higher Executive Officer at Defra, she found time to dedicate her time and
service to the association. In a few months she fell ill. Death embraced her
leaving everyone dear to her in eternal sorrow. “Kajani is out of sight but
not out of the hearts of her dear ones.”

[ extend on behalf of Jaffna Hindu Ladies College Old Girls® Association,
Canada and myself our deepest sympathy to her grieving family members

May her soul rest in peace.

Miss N.Kulanthaivelu
Teacher JHLC patron JHLC OGA Canada
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