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My wonderful Appammah

Our grandmother, the soul and spirit of our family, meant the
world to us. She was the person-or the angel that connected our
family together and to live a life without her would just not be
the same. Her death brought sorrow upon all of our family, we
were all grief stricken to discover that she would no longer be
with us and we know that my lovely appammabh is someone that
we can not live without. However we know that our memories of
her will never leave our minds and she will be in our minds
forever. We know that she will be the wonderful angel who
would watch over us with care, whatever happens.

To me, my grandmother was a great inspiration. She made a
great difference to our lives. Without her, we would not be here
for sure. She made each day of our lives brighter and hopeful. Her
heart was like a great treasure chest full of pure gold. That is why
we cherish what is left of her presence right now. She had always
been a good hearted and caring grandparent. In addition, she
loved to spend time with us, her grand children every time we
visited her, she seemed to be full of happiness and love to share
with us. She always helped us to study not only that, but she
taught us at least one new thing each time we visited her. Overall
she was more like a parent to us than a grandparent. Also, She
did not only help her own descendants, she helped others too.
She was a charitable and generous citizen who cared for the
needy and unable. This tells us that she was like a mother to
people who weren’t in our family too.

Overall our grandmother, Mrs. Maheswary Markandu was a
whole hearted caring person who is still loved dearly. There will
never be a person like her again. We are missing her so much and
we are heart-broken due to the loss of her presence Grandma,

I love you - [ will miss you forever!
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No-one will love me as much as you did. You have left me here
alone - but | will still love you forever.

Thank you for being there for me.

By Magiesha Maheswaran
Granddaughter of Mrs. Maheswary Markandu.
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Our Great Grandma

Our great grandma (paati), was an amazing lady, she had a great sense of
humour. When we visit our great grandma, she will always calm us down
without raising her voice. When we used to visit her, she would greet us
with a loving smile and karkandu (sugar candy). She used to entertain us
by singing theveram (chants). Our great grandma taught us how to live
our lives, she also helped us with our timetables. She also knew what to
say to us when we were upset. She was full of knowledge about faith. She
helped us follow the right path. Thank vou for everything great grandma.
We will always love you, and we will always miss you.

By: Kannan, Krisha, Karthik, Kumaran, Keerthi, Aran, Arthi, Shakthi,
Shanath, Athavan & Ajay
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Grandma you were the pinnacle of our family...

“Grandmas hold our tiny hands for just a little while, but our
hearts forever.”

The day you passed away has become a black hole in our lives.
July 9th is now a day we will mourn forever. We truly we helieve
you left us and moved onto a better place. Some people don’t
believe in God or Heaven but you did and we know that you are
up there looking after us, protecting us.

You were always there for comfort and advice with a smile on
your loving face. You were an amazing woman full of wisdom and
knowledge. Every morning, your day would not start without
your morning tea, full of sweetness just like you. We remember
when we were younger that you loved feeding bread to the birds.
We would try to tease you by chasing the birds away. You would
calmly explain that wasn’t nice withoul raising your voice at us.
Your endless love for animals made us appreciate the importance
of life and the value of love. We were always amazed by how
clever you were with numbers; you had such a natural talent for
it. When you were given any mathematical problem, you solved it
before anyone else had the chance. This is a talent that has been
passed down from you to us and we will forever cherish it.

You not only raised nine children by yourself but also helped
raise 30 grandchildren and lived to see 11 great-grandchildren
come into the world. Grandma, you helped us broaden our
knowledge about our Tamil culture, by teaching us many God
songs and also teaching us the Tamil language. You always
pushed us to succeed in life and made us realise how important
family is. Grandma we've always valued your affectionate spiril
and generous nature, not only supporting your family, but also
providing a ‘helping hand’ to people in need.
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These are just a few of the memories we have of you from when
we were younger. At times, you've had a tough life, but you were
full of character and always came through fighting and winning.
You were such a strong minded and determined individual. It is
from you grandma that we learnt, through perseverance and self-
confidence anything is possible. Your bright smile and beautiful
character will fill our memories for years to come.

“We won't cry because it's over, we will smile because it
happened.” Your presence in our lives is something we will
always look back on with humble joy. Life is always full of
obstacles but we know you will guide us through our darkest
days and our proud achievements. You taught us not to hold
grudges but to forgive and forget, for life is too short to argue.

When we look into the sky and wonder why, we see you and we
know its true, we know there is a better place. The days are
getting harder because we miss you. But that's ok; Because the
stars are always oul so we see you cvery day.

Grandma you were the pinnacle of our family and we miss you
dearly, more than words could ever describe!

Rest in Peace

Shalinie Shanmugaranjan

Vakini Shanmugaranjan

Shaminie Shanmugaranjan

Sharuni Shanmugaranjan

Grand daughters of Mrs. Maheswary Markandu.
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160 Tooley Street
London SE1 2QH
Tel: 0207 525 5000

Tribute to Late Mrs Maheswary Markandu

I feel honoured to have known the late Mrs Maheswary Markandu and to
have scen her charitable and voluntary work both in the local community of
Eastham and in her mother country Tamil Eclam in the island of Ceylon.
Her gencrous contribution, both linancially and in kindness. o the
community had been enormously well received and appreciated.

She was one of the pillars in the Tamil community and to older citizens in
Saiva Munnata Sangam in Eastham — displaymg an inlinite amount ol love,
kindness and encouragement for happiness and suceess in life to her fellow
citizen as well as to all her cight children, thirty grand children and cleven
great grand children always amazed me.

She was a strong woman who kept her family united and happy by her ever
enduring love and affection for them. One can not fail to praise her for
being an excellent example of a mother who followed her culture and
tradition in all her life. May her soul rest in peace at the feet ol the
Almighty God!

Lliza Mann

Pust Mayor ol Southwark 2008/2009
‘Freeman of the City of London’

Liberal Democrat Member for Riverside Ward
London Borough of Southwark

Tel No: 0207 525 2949
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Eulogy Our Mum
(Delivered at the Funeral Service on 15% July 2012
by her son Gnanapandithan)

We are gathered here to say farewell to our beloved mother
Maheswary Markandu.

[, as a younger son had an extra special bond with my mother.
She was very special to me and to each and every member of my
family.

As a mother, she was inspirational and always encouraged us to
pursue our dreams and aspirations. She loved all of us as equally
and as one. I can still picture the happiness in her eyes whenever
she saw her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. My
mother was born a princess with all the comforts in life but she
faced many difficulties during her lifetime. It was her faith that
gave her strength to face all the challenges in life.

I have tried to think of all the individuals that I could mention to
portray my mum'’s characteristics including those from the
Mahabharatham and the Ramayana but none could match her.
My mother was true in love for everyone, kind, showing no
jealousy, hatred or retaliation. She was a hard working person,
an avid story teller, reader and humorous in nature. She was a
strong, determined person whom led by example.

She always guided us on the right path. As you are all aware
there is a saying “there is no temple better then a mother”. This
is exactly true. During hard times, it was her calm and peaceful
composure that gave us a sense of direction to overcome our
problems.

My mother always advised us never to change our noble nature
in any circumstances. | remember a story that she told us about
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a man who saw a tarantula struggling to get out of the water.
Every time the man tried to save the tarantula it bit him.
Meanwhile a passerby saw this and questioned the man why are
you helping this tarantula when it keeps biting you? The man
told the passerby that it is in the tarantula nature to bite but it is
in my nature to help save a life. Therefore | should not change my
character for anyone at any circumstance.

My mother is a very determined individual who always stands
for her beliefs. She has fought through many circumstances in
her life to provide a good future for her children.

There are so many other memories | would like to share about
my mother and there are no words to convey our feelings. I am
sure that each and everyone who knew her will have a special
memory of their time with her, My mother has left a legacy which
will be passed on to the future generation - her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Lastly [ would like to say that my mother was a true guardian
angel to me and everyone in Markandu’s family. I thank you all
from the bottom of my heart for the love, respect and support
you have all given by being in her life and today.

Our mum now rests peacefully in a better place. She will always
be remembered as a kind, soft-spoken person who lived a life
that brought happiness to herself and those around her. She was
an example as to how life should be lived.

We'll never forget her, and she’ll always be a part of our live.

We love you mum.
Gnanapandithan Markandu




The best and most beautiful things in the
world cannot be seen or even touched.
They must be felt with the heart.

Chulipuram

1928 — 1960

Our loving guardian, Maheswary
Markandu was born as an only child
and raised as a princess by her parents
in Chulipuram. She grew and
blossomed into a beautiful young
lady. Although there was a
competitive handful of men trying to
woo her, she fell in love with a young
handsome man, her husband!

Chulipuram
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First they ignore you,
then they ridicule you,
then they fight you,
and then you win!

Olumadu - Mankulam
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Switzerland
1990-1992

Our beloved Angel enjoyed and experienced the culture in
Switzerland visiting many places, such as Zurich and Luzern. She
lived with her two eldest sons Maheswaran and Gnanavadivel.
Despite. her living without her other six children in the country, she
was always concerned, and dearly missed them.

London

1992-2012

As a traveller and someone who loved other cultures, she spent 3
months in the romantic city Paris (France) with her fourth daughter
Sivakamasundary.

Finally, she settled down in London (UK) where she lived for the rest
of her meaningful life. As a strong confident lady she was able to
fight through many obstacles.

She cherished and thoroughly enjoyed the birth of her many
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She saw cach and every one
of them grow and made a positive impact in their lives.

HOBBIES

% Reading
In order to keep her brain
active and busy, she would
always read books and often
tell creative and imaginative
stories. Also, she  beautifully
sang songs worshipping God.
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*

% Playing on the swings
S Ay st

¢ Enjoying the breezy seaside and the sounds of the
crushing waves.
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Lo FThS! FrpH!! Frma!!!

Seaesh e,
SBibHe.
Thank You

We would like to thank all the people who comforted us after our mother
passed away on 09.07.2012. It was really nice to see you at our mum's
funeral. We really appreciated the support you gave by being there and the
beautiful flowers you brought. The messages you have sent us by post, on
social networks, on cards, by phones, all this gave more comforts which
we cannot express in words. This has been difficult time for us, and we
continue to realize just how thankful we are for having family and friends
like you.

May the souls that departed us rest in peace.
Family.
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