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A.K Stvagnanam was known to me fer over 3 decades. I came to know
him when his younger brother Paramasivam was a batchmate of mine at the
Ceylon Law College about 35 years ago. Paramasivam passed the final exam
with 1st class honours and was employed as a professional assistant in the lead-
ing legal firm of F] and G De Saram. When he met his premonfure end. It was
Sivagnanam who was an elder brother and financed his younger brother through
His legal studies.

Their father Kanapathippillai was a small shop keeper who ration
goods in Velanai. Sivagnanam after he quit government service dakkled in
business of various sorts, running a vegetarian hotel, foreign employment
agency, a petrol station but and finally attempted to run an agency post office
to have the elder daughter gainfully employed. He became a capitalist without
investing any capital of his own. He who was born in Velanai has built a pala-
tial house in Jaffna town. He educated all his children, the first two daughters
having secured a Ph.d and M.Sc respectively.

Sivagnanam was also fortinuate in witnessing Sasilatha’s betrothal to
Nanthakumaran. The third child was the first of the boys, Arulparam, who
was in the University of [affna left for the LUK to join the sisters and his father.
He failed to continue his studies and took to business in a small way. [ may
here remind Arulparam that it is never toc late to be what you might have
been. It is true that father’s blessing were there for the choice of Nanda, the
wife to be of Arulparam. Sivagnanam has two sons, Agilan and Kannan at the
medical faculty of the Jaffna University. The younger two sons Rajanthan and
Rajeev at the Jaffna Hindu College are awaiting the results of the G.C.E. A/L
and O/L respectively.

During the winter of his life and more so when he had contracted a ter-
minal disease. Arun, his only grandchild became the joy of his life, when I
think of Sivagnanam’s life and achievement my mind recollects the memorable
words of Leonardo da Vince. “Obstacles cannot crush me every obstacle Yields
to stear resolve. He who is fixed to a star does not change his mind”.

I will be failing in my duty if, before concluding my contribution a do
not refer to Navaratnammah daughter of Thirunavukkarasu and
Tharmaluxmy whom Sivagnanam coulted and conquered and they gave birth
to seven children, bringing name and fame to their parents.

T.K.N Thilakan

(The 1st District Judge of Kayts)

Now living in retirement in Gampaha
when he served where he fell chronically ill.
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SIVA - A FRIEND IN DEED

The news of the passing away of Siva came to me and my family as a rude shock, for it
was only on 11 October 1996, to be exact that he called me and unfurled his plans for
the future of his family. His family too has been split, like almost all Jaffna families,
some of them in many parts of the world, His thoughts of the future for his family has
been foremost in his mind like all good fathers should be. But his quality as a friend
must have shadowed the fatherly aspect during his early days of fatherhood, for I have
seen him bear the brunt on occasions, when his friends and relatives needed it.

I was aware that he was working in N'Eliye in the Forest Dept. When I was in
Haputale during the early 60’s but did not come in contact with him. It was in the
early 80’s that our friendship budded and continued to grow till the last. He joined the
State Timber Corporation to work as a contractor in the Northern Region. He was
efficient and through in the knowledge of the forests and the management of his work,
was excellent. He was one who not only did his work, but came forward in times of
urgency to meet some heavy demand for certain timber materials in the market locally
or in the metropolis. He has only to be asked to do the work and he did it without
question about the economics of such undertaking. He would first comply and then
complain, if any, which was rare. For a person who acts like that there is always a way
of assistance and he received them. He expanded his activities by opening an Agency
of the State Timber Corporation at Kopay, when the STC closed its depot. His object
was to serve the needs of the peopie who have been deprived of the service, which
gave them the timber and fuel,

His activities did not confine him to the official side of life. He came to the assistance
of anyone requiring such. It was in 1988 during my sudden illness in Jaffna, when on
leave from Colombo, that I experienced his love and care. He was beside me almost
during the entire period. Being not satisfied accompanied me to Colombo, in those
difficult days, when the IPKF was a thom in the flesh of the Jaffna man. Siva was
engaged in the Travel Trade in 1991 in Colombo, when things became difficult to
operate his business in Jaffna. I had to undergo major surgery and there was Siva who
did all what was possible and to see me off to Vauniya by rail, and beyond through
difficult terrain. His sense of friendship and loyalty is one which his family should be
proud of and others to emuiate,



His good heartedness has seen all his children, except the last two who are still school
going, on the road to a successful future. His two daughters Kala and Latha;-after
graduation and post degree studies in UK have been given away, the former providing
a grandson, with whom Siva has been able to spend his time prier to his departure.
Then Arul in UK has been set to carry on his father’s trade. Agilan and Kannan at the
Jaffna University Medical Faculty are on their way to strengthen the humanitarian
work lacking in Jaffna. I understand they have firmly decided to stay behind and serve
the people, the quality of service to mankind inbibed from their father. The last two
sons Rajanthan and Rajeev will have the guidance and encouragement of their elder -
brothers and sisters to achieve their academic goals. To Siva's wife, a lady who has
borne the brunt of all the problems in the home front with courage, in spite of her
health lately, it should be a matter of consolation that God had given her the
opportunity to serve her husband during the last days of his life in this world. Pages of
Euology would not console the grief, the family and the immediate relatives are
undergoing, but the thought that there are these dear to Siva, who share the loss will
be the only consolation.

May Siva rest in Peace, having done his duty in this birth.

M. Kumarachandran
Retired Manager (Timber Supplies)
State Timber Corporation, Sir Lanka
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Departaen Hsematology,
oﬁm Bospisal,
8ir,

¥We would be feiling im our du§y if we 40 mot place om record
our sincers thanks amd gratitude to you §ir, and your steff -
the HOO, Furses snd the others - for your great oomcern,
dedication snd umtiring efforts to give of your best to our
Late Father Mr., Arusugss Kanapathipillai Sivagnanam of

64, Thorold Road, Ilford, Essex, UBA ONU, during his disease
(T -~ oell malignent lymphoma). He always mesntioned in hiwm
letters, partioularly in his last letter dated 05.12.1996 to us
which we received om the day of his demise ~ that you and your
staff were doing a wonderful Jjob to ocomtrol his disease

which he was very mmoch impressed.

Our th .- are also due to you 8ir, for the certificate mhiach
you i :98d of our father's illness, shich enabled my mother,
to cbtaia the Visa snd be at his beside, during his last days
to tend snd cemfort him.

No words are adequate %e express our desp gratitude for all
your services but sssure you thet you and yeur staff will
always be remembered by us for your exemplary services.

May God Bless You All. Wish your Institution well.
Yours '-nemly.

SIVAGEANAN AGILLN (Mth Year Medical Studems)
SIVAGEANAM KANNAK ('3rd Year Medieal Student)

ARajantbe -
SIVAGHANAM RAJANTHAN (Advanced Levsl Studeat)

ﬁ'%l RAJEEY (Ordinary Level Studeat).
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