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Let there be poets

David Donaldson
LECTURER

— e ¢

e

Let there be poets

But let the waters of their minds
Stream forth as casually as if

Ignorant of the ground they’re nourishing.

Let there be poetry

Only no-one must know:
Let it come quitly, gently
Hooded in a black night
Treading on dark damp soil,

The poet will be asleap
The lights turned black
When it appears

And it will tread sofly
From door to door......

And even so all will be spoilt

For though the poem treads

Softly, hooded in the night

And though the waters of my mind stream forth
While I and everyone are sleeping,

it

Even so you awake me with your knocking,
Call me to light a lamp 5
And let you in.

Why will you walk past my house

And leave the waters of my mind

To stream forth as casually as if
Ignorant of the ground they’re nourishing?
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