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Lo6r CIll$pilursu.6!5lgutb qs6boDrdDoj urfi. $Oggtorrii aebgrirlflu5lgrr-b @urb6ruDpg. i969

@ai acn$p esrqD{b(op dlCirbrliu.r @tqagr-amrr-b 
'OCILbujbdh.i,,Orog.l 

erfL,+DO CIlgdieb p-airen

rnano&Garfl tloeifln oogrrflu.flo ggto pn6ng uneoorollurno o:epgil otueorourneory

6aootlur$pann. Olpiluiroonnan pSlqDopil aoor$pfiodlnirorb, pil6ropll. dlei:rrdrog'r-b €gdlGu.rnq6t

o56gtdDD$$pan, ooinir Loneuirq.D arpg gor.&rb@)6iT oreirGgl 6mrdroariugt. 1978 6eb

6ubau$gr 5.6tur.g. EtTgtrryorrlrp1u urfLapaujleb pr*oom ilFFSI 6tupp e-uir auEGulgilp6

ropiluusrfl&1gro allgona uft-aoe gapoi 6lerrorflsupp $langog amgnrflu.llai otaorypnsn

ollrggraopuLno otg!1ol1p p@tit. 6uou6ianroaou.r 6anEm mgoinaen piimareJlp

oonerdr@efuenorir.

e-ujlflur6b oflqi6nor$gJarpu5leb oluglano enora&Gefl @fO,n ooi:grrfiu5loi: Gairpgr

ooneourr prdrano eur;igflullar O$@@r, e-qDarn6orbds OtEilun aorpglGargollor

gLDairLDffE lflo6grb #lpurJlurb o-u;bpo.r. 6p5d, oebgrrrflufle$ oeirerflGunp$i$g allordrdlu:ob Qgenair

gilqD. dlarGonapnpGor e--uJln 6yenu.ran;i geopr r$gnan Bnr- r-Ln panaflo e,-(Dorrr6

or$$unryLdlur-euir ororgl Gurydlrflu.rir o:ep6l ot gdap a'Ueugr6itdr@

6sna:u-r$lei: p$ogiaou.r 6p$pngrrrb Otoiaror Grunmo:piluJloi InuuoufluurT5lrT
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6'tongr6qu ueboaDo6egap$iff z-uflir@g'6su-rar$glangpJls 19a2 1944

oeboflu:neorirrgeb Guyn6dtuir s$og,un unoa.ui5iryr.smflurEgisT org$ani-r-e$eb "Immobilization
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xgta$patyglro poianLo olgpil eiflGeu qglun@ooen Gr-ogroonardrG Odiolooo 6lpliltii

ono$anp: @JEI o56ornCI66rrrr6 Dn,Ddl oraoo$g 6tu6olDqLir Guqndlrflu.ralqGu.r rn696.

glorgrenir er4g&6kilOn auouir @5r€Douasnngtr-b @+u-lLb orairuo:p @uu5er5loofleb @OEporE

Gurndhflruir en$3!gJ& anr.-rgarnfu .

gstnorlgDgtenpd;oror 6'66lup org['or6$pcrrm

OSute{pgt@poqg6onan plpfloruu 6rupErb emneireir6 erprtrfiroTlDror erflururoairE.

oSuIl@rLb uo r-dlsballu"ran g5unuroanom Guqndlrflu:ir g6n€l E@)ponir o1g&dl6anou ou$E6

6ron@$ g,renennn. u.r np. ueb oorarti oporo, a erf L-an gt eoor u u o ooar6 opaLb @$dlu.rar

Gqioenaxiru 6axunuunuroflair uu6urff6 Sida/SAREC Gorc>o$pflL-Lb$ld 692 a r-0letmltu:a;r
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rirorGpe gleOirflb flLeb{ircdi. dLD 2 Ldknarurair aei5}goi: giGgnar,aoryqr.b (6onioa opflnfleb

32 r-dlodlu:m qDun) Aupgltii Aon@pg,renennn. 6eool Serllg GorgUuo Galma:p

$ur-nioeernunoe4r-b LD@E6orp6iaop $lp6lufuuLb 6lu.o orgfleirooa'sir Gr-ofoonanirrnir.

ofoorGpe egu-tolnorrfo

Guqndlrfluir ele$gllu$or oJrua1p EJa:p e-u$ir 6g'enu.rorrb, e-uJlfu apnglgtuuLb

ennppgna erflennirgdlairgl5. 6rn$iaf, Gunaopu6tunqgeir unolcumr, qoo$peb eiflaaenapeir,

6rpnpfluru 6rung5iuJluei: (Enzyme engineering) (pp65lur erl[-u-rr*imsrfleb OS 6$qgtLb Gupuut-

Osurolriiau6o>q'oosrr eLonudlpgleirennn. o-efrpnr-rggtrb oouaflSn($aerflguib 6u66tu;ip

€burorfr*Ooofleb @eirfgil osruatrB ou@ogasir Eglurflutb 6tupEu6irm@T.

ebula{p 6anp enirpp u@ LDr6lrnoriro6gri6 o.rgi}onuipu:noalLb e-eirpnu@ ropglrir

oeiroflpnugu uei:aaaodiapordroafloi 6tor6iflornfl upflurfur-nenq'nao$ir rnorGpe OSurGslG

E6r666r6ur ogih:i-fr-r-norryri6orlb 6teu-rpul@ el45diorpmli. 6to*.p a.rmfullo O6119'51

argflonr-ua5leb e-u5lir apnglgtLu€i enirpgrt mgrorir gog,refl6i@narmnroofl (M.Sc.) uul$op
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uur-$og11rb 6tupgsirenorir. 6;i$urn, gnu.ron$g,r, c'ei5umrpnuSu uei:oono*apor*a6g;r-or

ogu.rop ganp enn$g @aneornuq6ao:en Guqndlrflu.rn Gueuofl el:q[Sdl@rpoioqri 6ni6
a.urp6anr-u$B&og,t.

oancu$$'ir- (Curriculum) otqcuanrof-:urcntr

ogma6igigSlocrflair oorp$luflan 6tu43rnun{rgi oaoar$$uu etrpeiranrour5l,g pr6dlu-l6ir6r5.

urn$r. uebaeoo6apo ro45$gra.rrfu c-uJln 6yrnuransl,lur6b oaoo$$llr- anrpolaoouq6q

G15o$arono mm@ru6tun(Dsrflu.raileb @enrfiaenmpn'eoofl (8.A. in Home Economics) toglptLb

OJuolelr-pt clpingfigtuuoflure$ $enroneoofi (B.Sc. in MLS) @u-ror roaS$grra.roflura5teir

puGennurnginrf! (Diploma in Physiotherapy) lppSdlu: uuu 6tp$im66tbmnot manao$$uunieaoen

(Curriculurn) oirgoreo>ro$g1 eiipniidlqeirernn. 6ansu uugtgty'rlp gmranru r-EBo aoo$

$ur-nnrmerno 6angr otgpu$$puuSdiafipm"

urnp. uc$mmrcu6 rgpo$ g,lcncnrGolpp'tr

1974 O6; erroLoarreodld e-uno@5{l& #lemasuno e-pu:rnndlu.l rJrlg.

uebooratBograrb ua: oJ@@rD 1616o gtaaemrGsu$girasrflor Srflu.r euglanur-dleb aJ6rTh&6lou-r6

66odr6 eirgdlairpg,r" 6$p amnou5leb sruuneugu grleoemGor$plg6anan Ggnpa5leb GUF#lrflu-rir

6uEF$l €rgeryr-amrr-b egorb unggonor eun61g5aD6rru srufrgU glorofiareo Oufipnir. 6part

Sltfpgrb 2A. c)3. 2011 Opnu6al5 Oeu$u$iourguina u.rngi;. uei:aamm*ap $b$ltrf gII61D5IUI

Go:$Eiyna pilu.I-oorLir tnuDpnB. g'uF6ij 1 e5t.o E)!T6!T 6l6}6rr6Tfl6dlpanLo giorgu ugiaSleau
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Jaffna umiversity gets first woman VC

Sunday Observer. . .

Professor Vasanthi Arasaratnam assumed duties as the eighth Vice Chancellor of the

University of Jaffna. She also becomes the first woman Vice Chancellor of the Jaffna University.

VC Vasanthi Arasaratnam also served as the first woman Dean of the Medical Faculty of Jaffna.

Excerpts of her interview:

Q. You are the first woman Vice Chancellor of the University of Jaffna. What have you to say

about your new designation?

A. I am happy to be the first woman Vice Chancellor of the University of Jaffna and I consider

it an honour for the women of Jaffna who always show a keen interest in either educating
themselves or remaining a power in educating their children.Unlike in the past,the literacy rate

of women in the Jaffna peninsula is very high.For instance the Mayoress of Jaffna Yogeswari

Patkunaraja and the GovernmentAgent of Jaffna lmelda Sukumar are women.

I also held the position as the first woman Dean of the Medical Faculty of Jaffna from

2000 to 2003.

Even at the University of Jaffna female students entering various faculties are on the

rise.Apart from the academic side,the women from Jaffna are also holding very responsible

designations in various Government and private sector institutions.

So in this backdrop I am happy to assume my duties as the first woman Vice Chancellor

of the University of Jaffna, the institution which was open in 1974 by another prestigious woman

the late Premier Sirimavo Bandaranaike who had the rare privilege of being the first woman

Prime Minister in the world.

Q: Wnen Jaffna experienced a turbulent period, you were one of the academics who was

determined to remain in Jaffna to ensure the smooth functioning of the University. How do you

describe the dark period you had to face?

A: lt was a difficult time.The peninsula was in the doldrums.All essential institutions which

had offered goods and services to the northerners had been badly hampered.University of

Jaffna was also one of them.The Medical and Science FacultieS hardly had resources.However

I take this opportunity to appreciate the defermination and commitment of the academic staff as

well as the students of the University in ensuring the uninterrupted functioning of this hallowed

institution.

During my tenure as Dean of the Jaffna Medical Faculty, power failures;shortages in

laboratory items and teaching hospital facilities were depleted and these remained as major

obstdcles preventing the smooth functioning of the University.

To obtain electricity we had to depend on generators and most of the time due to the

short supply of fuel, functions of certain areas of the faculty had to be slowed down.We had to

send our students out of Jaffna for hospital studies.

ln the meantime,l remember with great respect and gratitude the services rendered by

the late Forensic expert Professor. Chandrasiri Niriella to the Medical Faculty of Jaffna during

the peak of the turbulent days in the North. He visited the Jaffna Medical Faculty and helped the

Faculty in a big way. He lectured to the students and also functioned as examiner. Several other

academics also came from the South to Jaffna at that time and offered their services without

any hesitation to our students.
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However, despite all the difficulties our s'udents did their part efficiently and several of

them are currently doing extremely well as medical pr actitioners in ,' lrious parts of the country.

Q: Vou were the Dean of the Medical Facuity of Jaffna from 2000 to 2003, what is the present

state of tne Faculty?

A: Since the civil strife came to an end in 2009, the re is a considerable improvement in the

functions of the faculty. We are able to obtain the requirements what we need. The intake of
students has also irnproved. The Jaffna Medical Faculty has even Sinhala students as well as

students from various parts of the country.

At present the Faculty is on an upward move with academic staff from outside Jaffna

and abroad showing their interest in cooperating with the faculty. Though the Medical Faculty

remained stable with limited resources during the turbulent period, now we have to catch up

with other Medical faculties in the country in improving our academic activities.

Laboratory facilities, computer ari'angements and the library requirements have to be
significantly improved.

Q: Following the disturbances in the North, several academics who served in the Jaffna
University left the peninsuia seeking greener pastures abroad. What's your view on this brain
drain?

A: lt was a pity to lose the services of prominent academics in the University of Jaffna. When
the University of Jaffna first started as a campus in 1974, several academics serving in other
universities in the country came to Jaffna and did their part with greater enthusiasm. But later on
many of them could not face the gravity of the situation and they opted to leave peninsula as well
as the country. However, some of them continued to support the university from abroad by
providing it with computers, books, financial assistance etc.

At present we even have the products of the University of Jaffna in the acader',tc staff.
We should ensure their smooth services by supporting them in every aspect of their career. For
instance some of the senior medical practitioners at the Jaffna Teaching Hospital are the
products of the Jaffna Medical Faculty. Therefore we have to build up a new trend in utilising the
maximum of existing intellectuals and bringing out the best out of them.

Q: What are your priorities as the new Vice Chancellor of the Jaffna University?

A: First of all I would like to concentrate more towards improving infrastructure facilities of the
university. The infrastructure of the Jaffna university has been neglected due to the turbulent
conditions in the past three decades. Now with the favourable atmosphere we have to explore
ways and means of stabilising infrastructure facilities of the university.

Measures will also be taken to provide more facilities for tna academic staff. The
University of Jaffna now has several faculties. Therefore the shortcom,ngs in those faculties
should also be addressed.

During the turbulent times, the laboratories of various faculties had suffered immensely
with the loss of equipment and material. Plans are being worked out to put up new buildings to

meet future demands. We expect more funding for this purpose.

Q: Plans have been initiated to cieate a new Engineering Faculty for the University of Jaffna.
What's your view about this?

A: Plans to create an Engineering Faculty for the University of Jaffna were first initiated when

the renowned late Engineering Professor T. Thurairaja was the Vice Chancellor of the University
of Jaffna in the mid nineties. Later Prof. V. Navaratnaraja from Malaysia was keen on making the
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Engineering faculty a reality. However, the plan had to be shelved due to unfavourable conditions

that prevailed in the North.

But now a five member committee has been set up to look into it. The committee

comprises Professors Ratnajeevan Hoole, Kumar Vadivel and K. Kandaswamy. The committee

is working on a comprehensive proposal on the Jaffna Engineering Faculty.

Q: How do you expect the Tamil expatriate community to make their contribution towards the

University of Jaffna?

A: Well the expatriate community could do a tremendous job in enhancing the academic

activities of the Jaffna University. Earlier the situation was different. Tamil expatriates found it

difficult to interact closely with Jaffna. I have plans to strengthen the alumni of the Jaffna University.

Therefore those who have passed out from the University of Jaffna could correspond with the

alumni and do whatever they could for the University.

There is a considerable portion of Tamil expatriates who have graduated from the

University of Jaffna. Several of them are doing extremely well in their chosen careers. So they
could come out in a big way in the development of the Jaffna University.

Q: Being an academic what is your view on the state of the education in present day Jaffna?

A: I woutd say the deaths and destruction have in no way hampered education in Jaffna.
Despite the adverse conditions, education at school level or at university level remained
stable.There would have been shortcomings in infrastructure facilities,but there was no drop in
the enthusiasm of education. With the limited resources available during the turbulent days,

students from Jaffna came out with good results in their examinations at national level.

But the drawback now is the teaching of English. There was a time the Jaffna peninsula

had scholars in English.But the dark period in Jaffna had cut off the interaction of the Jaffna
people with the outside world, creating a lull in English education.More concentration should
be paid towards reviving the standard of English education in Jaffna at grass-roots level. I

believe the expatriate community could assist in a considerable manner with regard to the
revival of English education.

Q: You served at the University of Jaffna from 1984. You would have come across very difficult
conditions in the peninsula. Since the difficult days came to an end in 2009, what's y-ur
observation on post-conflict development activities?

A: Well it looks encouraging. More healthy interaction in various fields could be seen between

the North and South. What I would insist is there should not be delays in addressing the
immediate problems of the people affected by the conflict. The people who have engaged in the
peace building process should look beyond petty differences.

The Jaffna Peninsula has suffered immensely due to the conflict in the past three
decades. Therefore future plans in rebuilding the North and developing its resources should
be carried out in a well coordinated manner-

By: Anath Palakidnar
(Sunday Observer - 10 April 2011)
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