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SYNOPSIS

St.Peter Canisius ( 1521- 1597)

When we are celebrating the Year of Faith at the end of the 50 years of
Vatican II Council, it is better to think of a saint who laboured heart and soul
to spread the faith of the church. That is, not any other than St. Peter Canisius,
the son of wealthy parents was born, in the very year that Luther left the
Church, in Switzerland in 1521. At 15 he was already studying at the University
and at 19 received his Master’s degree. Three years later he became the first
German to enter the Society of Jesus. In the year 1546 he was ordained a
priest.

Since he was an educated person, as a theologian he was asked to be present
at the great Council of Trent. After spending some months in Rome, he was
sent to Vienna by his superior and the founder of his congregation St. Ignatius
Loyola. There he taught at the University, preached in the Cathedral and
laboured in every way to restore the true Catholic doctrine.

Being firmly convinced that many had followed out of ignorance he kept
himself free (in contrast to the protestants) from all narrow minded spitefulness
and with personal conviction. His exemplary humility and moderation made
him the most influential leader of the counter reformation in those lands. This
kind of attitude made him the second apostle of Germany. On this travel
throughout this great territory he promoted the habit of reciting the Holy Rosary
and encourage the writing and printing of good books. He founded some 30
schools and Papal Seminaries in order to form an instructed laity and a devoted
clergy. Thousands were won back to the faith and crowds surrounded his
confessional.

Besides his ascetic and homiletic writings he is most famous for his book
“Catechism’ for children, young people and adults, which even in his life time
saw 200 editions in 12 languages. This faithful servant of God died in
Switzerland on 21% December 1597, was canonized and made a Doctor of
the Church in 1926 the first time these honours were bestowed simultaneously.
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A view of the church’s doctrine regarding the
need of catechesis for everyone.

The teaching of religion today, in a changing cultural milieu, presents many
challenges. Catechesis helps one to nourish and bring to maturity the seed of
faith implanted at baptism by the Holy Spirit. It is not a need only for children
and the young but also for Catholics of all ages and in all walks of life. It is
essential for Christian formation and also helps one to understand Christian
doctrine and to apply them to life situations especially at a time when worldly
knowledge and advances in technology are making an impact on their lives. It
will help them to evaluate them in the light of God’s word.

The church has adopted various methods to im part the good news of Christ to
others. In the present day it is imperative that proper approaches are made to
bring Christ into everyone’s life. In short, knowledge of religion should enable
a Christian to be alive, edifying and happy to serve others as the light and salt
of the earth.

Forms of art in catechism

We know how religious beliefs can be taught through Art and Literature.
Catechism teaches us religious beliefs and faith with the cultural background
in a more understandable manner. Thus catechism helps in proclaiming the
Gospel to the ends of the earth. In order to proclaim the Gospel we should
know more and understand clearly. To easily grasp and understand it, forms
of art play a better role.

In one way, Art itself presents the religious feelings and emotions and on the
other, it helps to proclaim the religious beliefs and faith. Jesus himself uses the
literature form of parables to explain the truths of the Kingdom of God.

Many forms of art like music, art, sculpture and drama are promoted in church
to proclaim the Gospel truths. ‘The last Judgment’ and the ‘Pieta’ monument
of the world famous Artist Michael Angelo which belong to the 16th Century
A.D. are some of the classical examples of Art in Catechism. From the time
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of the European priests in Sri Lanka hymns, folk play, and drama were very
common means of Catechism

Usage of posters in catechizing adults

In the modern world advertisements play a very important role. There is no
business without advertisement. Poster is a kind of advertisement. This poster
is stuck on walls and hung on a place where people gather. This poster attracts
the people and urges them to think or to go for the things they advertise.
These posters are used not only in business but also in other activities as a
medium. These posters are also helpful to carry out the Good News of Jesus
and to catechize the elders.

In this year of Catechism our main task is to give catechism to all. For this
ministry the use of posters becomes essential and helpful. Finding time for
learning about our religion and faith is a problem especially for the elders. So
it is our duty to make the alternative arrangements to give them catechism.
The clever way of a catechist is to give the important teaching in three or four
sentences which could be easily understood by the elders.

The 72 books of the Holy Bible can be put in one word, Salvation or the
History of the Kingdom of God. As Jesus begins his public ministry he used
miracles, parables and other incidences which are very brief at the same time
full of meaning. These methods were a kind of posters at that time. John the
Baptist, in order to prepare the way for the messiah, used posters in various
ways, even he himself is a poster signifying the Messiah.

The authors of the Bible used various methods to put forward their teaching.
These teachings should become the key words in posters and then only the
elders will understand them very easily.

The evangelists of the four Gospels used their own way of teaching methods
to bring out their messages. The purpose of the Gospel of Mark is to introduce
Jesus to the suffering gentiles. Jesus, Son of God is the Suffering Servant’
was his key teaching. Through Baptism we are called children of God. So we
have to walk with Jesus even in our sorrows and joys. This message is clearly
affirmed in the Gospel of Mark.
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It is very evident that the usage of posters will play an important role in the
catechism of the elders. These posters will touch the hearts of the elders and
they will be able to foster their faith and their knowledge of God

A Brief Note on Catechists and their training
involved.

The need and the necessity of catechists in the ministry of proclaiming the
Good news of Christ was realized not after many years of Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection. Instead, the beginning of the mission was already inherent
in the time when Jesus lived and preached, especially with the selection of
His disciples. He, himself calls them and entrusts his mission, empowering
and instructing them. With the foundation laid by St.Peter and St.Paul in the
early churches, the laity played a great role for the growth of the deep faith in
the lives of the early Christians. Even after the appointments of leaders of the
small churches among the laity, St.Paul found himselfas one of them, in guiding
and strengthening in all their moments of isolations, frustrations and hopelessness
etc. which tried to take them away from their deep faith and to safeguard the
seeds of faith implanted among the faithful. The letters written by St. Paul to
the leaders of the small churches and to the communities related to different
circumstances illustrates, how they were instructed and directed in their ministry
of proclaiming the Good News, the mission left behind them.

The one who comes forward with great desire and courage to proclaim to all,
the Good News of Christ in which the church strives to find fulfilment and to
witness one’s personal God experience in any time is said to be a great example
for a catechist.

In the changing world of today, with lot of advancements, the ministry of
catechists in evangelization is inevitable. In the church today a number of the
faithful are ignorant of the fundamental teachings of the church, the Christian
mystery of the faith which faithfully presents the teaching of Sacred Scripture
and the living tradition of the church.

Many reasons can be listed for these consequences. In fact, the fundamental
cause for these impacts are the inadequacy in the number of catechists, lack
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of interest to learn and to teach the religious education, the irresponsibility
among both the laity and the church leaders concerned in educating the faithful
and having insufficient knowledge about the teaching of the church and the
lack of well-organized training among the catechists.

It is the obligation of the church to find the talents and the skills hidden among
catechists and forming them according to the need and make them work for
the growth of the church. Adequate attention should be paid to the needs of a
catechist in all his life situation, especially, in their moments of difficulties and
hardships.

Catechism through media

The Tamil Dioceses have jointly declared the year 2012as the “Year of
Catechism”. In this stage, it is very suitable to share the thoughts how to
make this knowledge reach the students. Here we think how to make the
theme of catechism to all. The arrivals of Internet and Website have made
many unthinkable things a reality.

While the announcement of catechism through media has made a great growth,
the arrivals of computer has made the great change in the press media. The
method of composing with hands has changed with computers. New method
of printings has been introduced. Thus, the new arrivals of Medias are only to
simplify but not to destroy. We can say briefly that the old Medias that found
slow growth have reached a great growth by the arrival of new Medias.
More over it joined the old Medias with it and has created a convergent
journalism. In the 1990 those who learned (HIML CODING) language only
could enter that world. But today, that kind of condition has entirely changed
and one can create an internet on his own.

When we look at the activities of “Holy Father Pope Benedict XV1, we can
clearly see that he uses Medias particularly social Medias a lot for his
evangelization. There is no doubt or question that these modern internet facilities
can be a useful hobby and knowledgeable, instrument to those who waste
their time and making chaos among their societies. Social Medias can make
great changes in society and especially among youth.
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It is a compulsory need of the present time that we should make changes
from our habits and formalities according to the modern world with the help of
modern technologies. The students of the modern world guided properly can
make a great growth by using internet facilities which are available at present.

Sunday catechism and tuition classes

Catechesis is based on the Word of God. We need to be instructed by faith
that impels a holy life, all throughout our life. Parents play a vital role in this
gradual progress. This growth forms a mature Christian who could face the
challenges of life and deepen his or her faith on the light of life giving Word.
Unfortunately, the parents of modern day tend to give more importance to the
secular studies than the catechism without knowing the value of catechism.
This could lead to a generation who would devalue the morality, abandon their
faith and strays with atheistic tendencies. Therefore, knowing the foreseen
danger let all of us feel the necessity of catechism and inform our children the
faith based on the life giving Word.

The necessity to realize the need of Religious
education (Catechism) among youth today

The well-defined form in terms of the leadership of youth is not that they are
the leaders of tomorrow but the youth of today are the leaders of today. Any
achievement or completion towards fruitful ends are through making efforts
and attempts in any sphere of one’s life, fundamentally depend on how one
faces the challenges that come to him/her. Likewise, the right attitude that
one has in facing challenges play a great role for a steady leadership. Today,
the youth are very much expected to be well-prepared for that: in the strict
sense of the word today, the youth have become unwanted, hated, as well as
considered to be evil to the society.
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Today, the youth are said to be the cause for all the disorders and crimes
spread and found in the world at present. However to be genuine one would
say that the unwanted conduct and the dark side of today’s youth is basically
because of the lack of well oriented personal growth, following the footsteps
of wrong models and going beyond the principles and doctrines only achieved
by the world or in the absence of God, in the total negation of the religious
education (catechism). Therefore, the ends or the results are all about failures,
conflicts and disappointments in all their efforts and attempts.

Today globalization has become the object of serious discussion for it
has failed to give a concrete foundation to the spiritual and religious realms
among the people, especially today, youth have failed to understand that the
rapid spread of technology which promotes mechanical and scientific mentality
devoid of personal and ethical values. Instead, they have become addicted to
electronic media, specially cinema which orient itself only in stimulating the
sexual desires and violence among youth through its products as well as the
addiction to drugs. Today youth are also the victims of consumerism which
reduced religion to one of the many consumer goods. Consumerism, giving
negative effects among youth, betrays lack of spiritual vision and experience
in youth. Unhealthy competition and over selfishness among youth lead them
giving harmful results towards entire corruptions.

Therefore, to make them aware of the worth of their lives and realize
the truth of their lives, they should be well-reminded of their religious education
especially the fundamental faith of the church, the Christian mystery of the
faith which faithfully and systematically present the teaching of sacred scripture
and living tradition in the church and the teaching of Jesus Christ with his life,
death and resurrection should lead them to live for a promising future ahead.
One should be positively made up in mind to face the challenges as he lives
and communicates the positions and the values in the light of the kingdom of
God to others.
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A dialogue with catechist Mr. Jeyaseelan on
the topic of catechism and life in today’s culture

This short dialogue is basically an experiential sharing. How people looked at
catechism earlier? And now where catechism stands? The main idea here is
that the Christian faithful think that catechism is only for children and especially
for people who prepare themselves to receive the sacraments. But catechism
is for all and it intermingles in the daily activities of a Christian. Therefore
catechism is necessary at all times. The majority of the elders in the parishes
involve only in the church’s feast and other celebrations and rituals without
knowing the real meaning.

In this dialogue a short report is given about the activities of the catechetical
centre in the diocese of Jaffna. The catechetical centre is serving as a back
bone of the diocese. The centre gives the following services viz; three months
training for catechist, renewal programs for students, very specially for youth,
several seminars for catechist.etc.

What are the challenges facing catechism in today’s scientific culture? The
service orientation is lacking today especially among the young catechists.
People who receive catechetical training don’t persevere, when they get back
to their parishes; they say that they have to look after their families and they
also say other reasons. Catechist Jeyaseelan is also proposing his idea that if
the educated young boys in the diocese take the initiative in the field of
catechism, we can have a bright future.

-To promote the Catholic faith and belief the Annual Art exhibition held by the
Jaffna Catechetical Centre is a good example. Even films can be made use of
to promote the Catholic faith- a beautiful example would be Mel Gibson’s
film-*The Passion of Christ’. The section on ‘Liturgy’ in the 2™ Vatican Council
and the section on *Social Communication’ deal a lot on how we can make
use of all available forms of Art to proclaim the good news to all nations. So
there is no doubt that to catechize the religious faith, beliefs and cultural
background, Art plays a vital role.
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