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TASTE OF EELAM

THE FINE SRILANKAN & INDIAN RESTAURANT

OIMIFEM6Y UGG 8 M 6T
O160) 6016 Sl 60D 26016018 [
200162 & GBHITT 2 W6 6m1
2 wiig b Cuesl(Hlid
@ootlSlevb &mSleyrn
OIENNEM S UGHUUIID &F6mind Sl (Hlib 6 (il 6ot
blmieueond @aiGe.

5 (| BI85 6T

TESTE OF EELAM

406 - 408 LEWISHAM HIGH STREET
LEWISHAM, LONDON SE13 6LJ
TEL: 020 8690 3329

EELAM SHOP (GROCERS)
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399, LEWISHAM HIGH STREET
LEWISHAM, LONDON SE13 6NZ
Tel: 020 8690 6545 Fax: 020 8690 1666
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Dover Court Hotel

K Rajaseelan
Director

NALLI

CHINNASAMI CHETTY

(Since 1928)
Silk cloth & Piece Goods Merchants

24342832/9841091234
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Academy of Tamil Arts
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Mobile 07802 485012
e.mail:seelan@dovercourt-
hotel.com

Telephone:+44 (0)1304 821230
facsimile: +44 (0)1304 82576
e.mail:info@dovercourt-hotel.com

Singledge Lane, Whitfield, Dover,
Kent CT 16 3EL

NALLI HOUSE
9 NAGESWARA RAO ROAD,
(OPPOSITE PANAGAL PARK)
T.NAGAR,
CHENNAI - 600 017/
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Bxiszs GarsmaniuBEsinset.

38 Mollal Road.
London swl17 7EZ
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MOHAN & CO

60 SOMERVEL ROAD
SOUTH HARROW
MIDDX HAZ 81T

TEL: 020 8423 9254

FAX: 020 8864 1029

email:
mohan@an2000.co.uk, web:.www.mohanitd.com
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14 Loampit Hill
Lewisham, London SE 13
020 8694 6653

EWERESF

Koo EYE RE?%’ St

GURRY KING

INDAAN & SRI LANKAN FOOD
- BEST INDIAN SWEETS AVAILABLE

£3.95
LARGE SELECTION OF
S8 LAAN VEGETARRAN b SEAFO0D s

MAHARASIE

Jewellers
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Katpakam

36 Loampit Hill, Lewisham
London SE13 7SW
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A Jaffna — Colombo train journey in 1956

and a taste of "Sinhala Only"
- S.Sivanayagam -

In the history of Sri Lanka - or Ceylon as it
was known then — the year 1956 was a watershed. It
marked a turning point in the relations between the
Sinhalese and Tamil peoples in the post-independ-
ence period. What happencd that year was grandilo-
quently referred to as a "social revolution", an usher-
ing in of the age of the common man. It was in part
that, but what it effectively did was to separate the
"Sinhalese sheep” from the "Tamil goats", and make
both conscious of their separate identities. The author
of that social revolution was an Oxford-educated
pompous orator called Solomon West Ridgeway Dias
(SWRD) Bandaranaike. He was the son of a Sinhala
"Maha Mudaliyar" — a title he earned by paying obei-
sance to the colonial British governors of the day,
and naming his son after two of them.

June 5 that year was an important milestone.
That was the day the Official Language Bill making
Sinhalese the sole official language of the country
was introduced in parliament. While making Tamils
virtually illiterate overnight in the transaction of pub-
lic business, the bill proved to be a millstone round
the neck of the country as well, dragging it into ulti-
mate tragedy and ruination.

Onc does not know how to explain it, why
events in the country used to impinge on my own life
- a mere spectator as [ was — in some way or another.
That day was the beginning. | was taking train to
Colombo, 250 miles away, from my home village in

ST HH6U6D

the north. I got into the night mail train at Kokuvil,
complete with pillow and reading material, and got
into a corner seat of a 3rd class compartment. [ was a
law student then, having resigned my editorial staff
job in the Ceylon Daily News to satisfy a parental
wish. Securing a corner seat was the ambition of
every "Gandhi class" passenger. The minor risk of
your neighbour falling asleep on your shoulder
notwithstanding, a corner seat makes a big difference
to the |1-hour night journey in a packed compart-
ment. The next station was Jaffna, and hordes of peo-
ple wait there ready to rush in. As the train pulled into
the station I witnessed a strange sight. The platform
was full of passengers and belongings, but no one,
not one, was making any attempt to get in. 1t was like
being shown a still shot in a movie when you are
expecting fast action. T peeped out and asked the
nearest person what had happened. He merely mum-
bled "some trouble in Colombo". The train showed
no signs of moving nor did the passengers show any
inclination to get in. The stationmaster , the guard
and the engine driver were in a huddle, while the peo-
ple waited anxiously. Finally, when the train began
moving after a long delay, none of the passengers got
in. There I was, virtually alone in the compartment,
master of all I surveyed, relishing the prospect of
stretching my five foot frame on the seat, undisturbed
until I rcached Colombo. Any so-called "some
trouble in Colombo" did not seem to me, in my
youthful bravado, daunting enough to put me off my
journey.
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It was eight in the morning when I blinked
my eyes and looked out of the window. The train
which should have reached journey’s end at Colombo
Fort station around five odd in the early hours of the
morning was yet at Ragama station several miles
away. And then came a rush of passengers. They were
all office workers going to Colombo. My sole occu-
pancy of the compartment was no longer there. It was
then 1 heard some commotion. As I looked out, my
neighbour, an elderly type in shabby black coat and
sarong, possibly a railway worker, motioned to me
and said something in Sinhala. I realised he was try-
ing to caution me to sit still. He was obviously warn-
ing me against some danger. That danger came soon
enough.

A gang of thugs stormed into my compart-
ment making threatening noises against all Tamils,
and there [ was, the only Tamil around, an obvious
sitting target. They came for me. The ruffian in front
barged in, swept my glasses off my face, and began
dragging me. My determined resistance apart, the
thugs faced another disadvantage. The 3rd class car-
riages were Rumanian imports that did not provide
much leg space between passengers on opposite
sides. To the thugs it meant knocking against the
knees of other Sinhala passengers before pulling me
out from my corner scat. Except my black-coated
neighbour who was trying to reason out with my
attackers not to harm me (who was immediately
silenced with a blow on his face) the others merely
watched, the women with sullen disapproval, but all
of them fearing to come to my defence. The intention
of the ruffians was very clear: they had a brilliant
thought in their heads, to push me out of the moving
train! Despite my desperate struggle, they managed
to drag me near the open door. For a moment, Death
stared me in the face. But some hand of Providence
that looks after people in such situations, interceded
at that point. The second thug who was helping the
first who had his hands on me, stumbled and fell over
the latter making him lose his grip on me. That was
my rugby scramble chance. 1 crawled my way out
and fled towards the guard’s compartment in the rear;
which could not have helped much except gain a lit-
tle time. But the moment of reckoning had passed.
There was no sign of pursuers. The train was slowing
down and Maradana station loomed into view. 1 ran
back to my compartment, some of my fellow passen-
gers helped me with my things, some good Samaritan
found my glasses for me, and seeing police officers

Tamils’ Information

July 2003

on the platform I quickly descended. Colombo Fort
was my intended station, not Maradana, but that was
a negligible consideration.

The police mnspector to whom I complained
looked a harassed man, but he asked me to stay
around anyway. I was then put into a police van sur-
rounded by armed policemen, and the vehicle finally
made its way towards Khan clock tower at Pettah. A
small mob was there, and no sooner they detected my
presence in the van, they got into action. A hail of
stones hit the wire mesh on one side of the van, and
the inspector ordered the driver to make a quick get-
away. | then realised why the poor police inspector
was looking harassed. Hours later, after a long wait at
the Fort police station where I was given a welcome
cup of tea, I was deposited home at Wellawatte safe-
ly. That was the morning after June 5, and 1 was
beginning to get a taste of the mood in Colombo.
Looking back at my train experience that morning, it
dawned on me, at the 25th year of my life that bitter
truth — I was a Tamil! What I had failed to realise for
myself, those thugs taught me. It was the kind of
experience that changed my outlook in life forever. It
set me thinking. I tried to re-live that experience; the
humiliation at the hands of fellow human beings to
whom I had done no harm. That near-brush with
Death. Why did they want to kill me? They did not
know me, who I was. I was no one in particular as far
as they were concerned. The only, and the only rea-
son for their intended act of murder was that I hap-
pened to be born a Tamil, and identified as one.

But the enormity of the humiliation heaped
on the Tamil people and the Tamil leaders on that day
— June 5 — was something I was to learn later. Eight
years after independence, that was the first of many
subsequent mob attacks on Tamils. In attacking the
Tamil leaders who sat in silent protest over the intro-
duction of the "Sinhala Only" bill in parliament that
day, the pro-government mobs made two things
clear: that Tamils cannot claim language rights,
but what was worse, they did not have even the
right to protest !

( To continue in next issue )

Issue 1



UPSLINK

Your One Stop Solution

Specialistin : COMMERCIAL

* Selling all types of Commercial Bl 10&e6T QAGHE GVFTITMISET -
Properties (Lease or Freehold) sERSmEe. O3 SFu wen Gtn

* Arranging Commercial Mortgages SN sisit, SRADCaseon

saLser elpusner Celagl & ismeTsr

& Business Loans mortgage susdlssnenud QUG Oelg

At competitive rates with low smdnmad. B 569 GoDEs Gesvsieo

downpayment Computerised Accounts, VAT returns giib
* Computerised Accounts, Stock Ol sEAprise.

Control System & VAT Returns EXTRA SERVICE

Sri Lanka, India
Guren @_risdeflen UKeo Canggisaer

Residential Mortigage / Remortgage / Buy AMIGASDETL o galser oCaoremsrasT
et e e smu> GeusfiGmatie> Gspel denigbadt

UREUSHS 5665 COTGsR GURGSEHD
We also arrange mortgages for all type of Gri BN h

clients including problem cases with mini-
mum downpayment.

(Foreign National, Mortgage Arrears or
Default and CCJs).

EXTRA SERVICE

We can help you purchase property in Sri
Lanka & India.

*** Arranging a solicitor for Conveyancing ***

UPSLINKK BUSINESS CENTRE _
241D, High Street North, 113 Loampit vale,

East Ham, Lewisham, nE o D
London E12 6SJ London SEIS 7TG: = =~ i s
Tel : 020 8472 2222 Tel : 020 8694 6600 '

Fax :020 5470 4400 Fax : 020 8694 0220

email : services@upslinkk.com web : www.upslinkk.com

Mortgage Promise within 15 Minutes A
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ARM Association
32 Abbots Lane, Kenley, Surrey CR8 SJH

Tel:020 8763 2221 Fax: 020 8763 2220
email : arm@armassociates.co.uk
Web: www.Srinivasan.co.uk

your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it
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Good news for the Local residence of
"%. South East London s

Fmrainby freferasis SiLArRAn

Snecialist for &
- CIATEM © A sy
Colomho - Madras - USA - Caribbean - Canada
Africa - India - Far East - Austr alia & Europe

Main Agents for
Srilankan Airlines Qatar Airways Royal Jordanian
Garuda Indonesia Egypt Air

For Reservations Please call : Mahendran, Arulthas, Bala
on 02086915666  Mobile : 07850 876 921

Opening Hours 9AM -10 PM 7 Days a week
30 Loampit Hill ,Lewisham London SE13 7SW
E-MAIL: bala@skybooker.com
Skywings Ltd T/A Euro Wings
Skywings Ltd T/A Eurowings

. Tﬂl 020 89[]3 0782
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- Solicitors & Administrators of Daths
immigration / Home Office
Refugee - Asylum
House / Flat Purchase or Sa
Commercial Conveyancing
-.Matrimonial

Licensing

Student Visa To Canada
Overseas Work Permit iy &
Employment Law - No Win No Fee Basis

Advice & Assistance at Police Station IS
Traffic Matters

Free Training Classes In Computing, Accounts

And English For Asylum Seekers

M.Markandan LL.B

Tel: 020 8514 8188 mhanil House, 720 Romford Road
Fax: 020 8514 8303 Manor Park, London E12 6BT

DX 4715 East Ham Email: mm@markandan-solicitors.co.uk
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ASIAN AND ENGLISH GROCERIES

14 HOE STREET, WALTHAMSTOW
LONDON, E 17 4PH
TEL: 020 82230725
FAX: 020 8527 7862
MOBILE: 0781 4886228

KUMARS SHOP

G.J.VIDEO CLUB
STARDEC SHOPPING MALL
UNIT 2
306-308 HIGH STREET NORTH
MANOR PARK, LONDON E12 6SA
TEL: 020 8471 6500
TAMIL, HINDI, TELUNGU, ENG-
LISH
DVD’S, VCD’S, CD’S

0208 297 1507
EXHAUST EXPRESS
UNIT 10 THURSTON INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE
THURSTON ROAD, LEWISHAM,
LONDON SE13 7SA

EXHAUSTS, SHOCK ABSORBERS
CLUTCHES - BATTERIES
M.O.T. TESTING WHILE - U - WAIT
PLUS BY APPOINTMENT

MATHURA FANCY TEXTILES
45 LONDON ROAD. LONDON
SW 17 9JR

FOR
SAREES, SUDITHAR, GIFTS
POUND PRODUCTS

THARANI

020 89027111
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JEWELLERY

Entirely a New Look Jewellery,
that will no doubt appeal to all who love the 22 ct Gold Jewellery
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020 89026777

54 Ealing Raod,
Wembley, Midlesex
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS

. 6\360{[ ST Balsor )% @?Lﬁﬁmw&gyraam
REE PARKING AVAILABLE FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

KUMARANS Branches in London
, 1 42 Hoe Street London E17 020 8521 4955
144 Hoe Street London E 17 020 8521 4411
136 Hoe Street London E 17 020 8521 3444
243 Hoe Street London E 17 020 85206210
69 Hollowoy Road, London N7 020 7609 1912
532/536 Forest Raod London E17 020 8925 7720

INTERNATIONAL BRANCHES

INDIA
KK.NAGAR 0091 98410 14630 =~
SRI LANKA TN AT A NS
COLOMBO 0094 77761 1515 , : |
KUMARANS GROUP OF COMPANIES
KUMARANS %
KUMARANS TEXTILE LTD.
KUMARANS LIMITED
KRISHNA IMPORTS & EXPORTS

.*‘"4

:

136 WALTHAMSTOW -
. LONDON E174QR
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241 High Road, Wembley,
Middlesex, London HAO 2DJ
Tel: 020 8903 6363
Fax: 020 8902 9392
email:kamalams @hotmail.com.
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LONDON AIRTIME LIMITED

Orion House
104-106 Granbrook Road,
Ilford 1G1 4L.Z
Tel: 020 8636 9966
Fax: 020 8636 9967
Mail: info@londonairtime.co.uk
website:www.londonairtime.co.uk

Specialised in:
* Imports/Exports
* Software Solutions
* Digital Solutions
* Travel Solution
Air ticketing,
Car Rentals & Hotel Booking
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ABBY

MONEY TRANSFER
928 GARRATT LANE, TOOTING,
LONDON SW17 OND
TEL: 020 8672 0266
TEL: 020 8672 7743
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PUTHINAM
38 MOFFAT ROAD,
TOOTING, LONDON, SW17 7TEZ
TEL:020 8767 8004
Fax: 020 8767 7866

LAKSHMIS

JEWELLERS & SILK HOUSE
HOUSE OF FINE JEWELLERS

276 HIGH STREET NORTH
EASTHAM E12 6SA
Tel:020 8470 5600
Fax: 020 8470 3448
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