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The Pope has spoken of many things of late,
in a call to attention of the world. In his just
concluded visit to India, he called attention to the
sanctitly of Human Rights, and a particular right,
the right to change one's religion according to one’s
Conscience. With this call. he proceeded to launch
and to give injunction to the conclusions of the
Asian synod of the Catholic Church as the next
Task, and the Church’s millennium mission, in Asia.

By doing so, the Pope, chose consciously,
possibly unconsciously. yet mcst grievously to allow
himself to confuse the great right and privilege of
one‘s own Conscience whether of religion or of any-
thing clse individual, with interference with that
very individual right by ‘force’ or pressures, secular,
economic or other, to induce and to achieve con-
versions. He chose in this, unfortunately, also to
cite the great Mother Theresa, who all of India
adored and who so unswervingly served. without
placing a price for her Service -of Money or of
Conversion!

Apparently, the Pope has referred to the
Church’s glittering success over the past Centuties,
beginning in Europe, on to Central and South
America and Africa, declaring that Asia is now
the Church’'s goal for the next millennium.

Leaving aside the fact that Europe converted
from a stage of primitive totems and rituals to
«the first organised religion’ that arrived, the history
of Central and South America was a moral horror
to any adherent of Religion.

The Pope indeed not long ago, as may be
recalled, heaped praise oo the noted Conquistadors
for their great ‘mission’ of Christianisation, as
everyone knows, achieved on rivers of blood and
obliteration of peoples - a matter. which on a more
considered later occasion the Pope formally pro-
nounced as regrettable.

The Popes themselves, despite past proclama-
tions of iafallibility on pain of torture and death
to non believers, as we know of course, were hardly
iofallibe. and not only on the shape of the Earth,
whether it goes round the Sun or not, and so on.

Most recently, and with much welcome by
those already with wider perceptions, the Pope de-
molished one of the longest standing tenets of the
vast mass of his ordinary followers, who had been
told that Heaven was a place ‘up there’ and that
the Devil was a real person (with which indeed
they contemptuously looked down at non - believers)
by now conftessing that the former was neither a
physical place por the latter a physical person, but
+sthe conditions resulting from attitudes and action .
and the pain, frustration and emptiness of life
without God”’. __

Here is ‘True Ecumenism' in which true con-
version is called tor rupward® each, within one’s
religion or irrespective of it, and not ‘sideways’
from oue religion to another! Given these voiuntary
change of a religious label matters not in the least-
and all may spread their Messages openly and in

freedom, for they are so very much one! But,
certainly, without this and when coupled wilh
organised selections of poverty stricken, ignorant

alleys of populations, the instilling of singular su-

THUS SPAKE THE POPE
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periorities of one believe over another and of the
‘sin® of holding another belief, including in parti-
cular when marrying with another religious partner
coupled with social and other benefits that invariably
superior resources of expatriate missions allow, the
comparison with Humwan Right to change one’s
belief beeo nes something totally different

One missionary (belonging 1o another denomi-
nation) not quite affluent, ouce teld me that he
would be judged at the end of ea.h year on the
number of conversions (‘scalp,’) that he effected,
for which of course he was provided with the
facilities needed for the backward area of his focus,
such as stocks of medicine, elementary teaching,
equipment and an Assembly of Worship.

It is all sad, that in this day and age, we
cannot pursue together, and as one, those same Eternal
truths togzther- of a Sanatana Dharma of -Shakthi’,
the eternal consciousness’ as the absolute reality,
of Sabdam, the ‘energy principle’ of Shakthi and
of Anu the basic Matter principle of created reality.
relative and therefore unreal;- of The Buddha’s
fundamental perception of the non - permanent as

the transient, therefore lilusory, and of the non -
transient as the. real and. now - the Pope’s approxi:
mations to these intimations of the true nature of
Heaven, of Satan and of Hell.

By these, we have also come so close to ‘The,"\__
Essential Christ® and the
which had no room for

Essential Christianity’|
‘bell, book or

marked in the storming of the Temple and carrying/jf.
nor gold nor silver, mor raiments of opulence-which i}

we may yet witness in this World - perhaps at the |
New Coming. { }

As for India herself, the scene of the Pope’s
last visit, there has indeed in a true sense been no
such Religion called ‘Hinduism', the word having
simply evolved to represent all those people ‘this ¥
side of the Indus’. In this true sense, India was
always an accommodating Land with perhaps the
longest history of many religions, all flourishing;
and thus very truly, the Christian religion as well,
paarticularly, &s those who know would recall, evi-
denced by the peaceful emergence of the great Syrian
Christian flock back in Kerala, where it was said
that an early reigning Hindu King even asked one
of his Courtesans to ‘convert’ and to go with the

lone Christian missionary who had come to his
shores from far away, so he may properly spread
his message in the land. For ‘Ekam Sath Viprah
Bahudda Vidantil Truth is one, Sages call it toby

several names. 2

It is stiill not time it seems, for a Pope (o
come truly in humility and sharing and in that
setting, to shed ill-placed zeals of exclusion and
conquest, however couched in slogans of righteousness;
but also to come, indeced, to give, if he can, the
true world of the eternal Christ and the essential
Christianity, which came upon the world some
2,000 years ago. : ,

Certainly with all the other religions and - their
rites and rituals and slogans and ignorance - We may
then have truly a great Millennium Mission not
only in Asia, but Everywhere!

candle’, | A

(Courtesy: The Sunday Observer, November 21, 1999)

{ Fullmoon day)

Edited & Published by Professor \R. Kumaravadivel on behalf of the Jaffna - Saiva Paripalana Sabai of 450,
K.K.S. Road, Jaffna & Printed at Bharathi Pathippakam,

430, K.K.S. Road, Jaffna. on 22- 12 - 1999.



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)

